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Venezueh, and with veneradon diroughout the univene. 

Zea's ^fcíck ai Angostura, 1819. 
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LIFE OF bolívar. 



OHAPTER I. 
1783 TO 1806. 

BITH Or 8IM0N BOUTAB — IHrAKCT Át CARACAS — FIRST TOTAOM TO SPAIH BT WAT OP 
MCZICO ANO HAYAN A ~ OOBS TO PABI8 — BU MABRIAQB AT MADRID, AKD RRTCRIT TO 
▼BVSZDRLA — DRATH OP BIS WIPB — HC COIS BACK TO SPAIK — SBCOND TISIT TO PARÍS 
— UIS I.VTERTIfW WITH BCIIBOLDT — TBIP TO ITALT — OATH OX THB MONTR SACRO — BB- 
TÜBNS TO PAR», AND PBOCBBDS TO HAMBÜBOH BT WAT OP OOLLAND — BMBABKATIOK POB 
TBB DXITBD STATBS — LBATBS CHABLB8T0N POR LA GUAIRA — ARRIT AL AT CARACAS APTBB 
TOUCHINQ AT ANTIGUA. 

IT Í8 a difficult task to compendíate tbe Htob of héroes ; much more that 
prodigy amongst mortals — SmoH Bolitar. 

How endose in Hmits — YastnesB I How analyze in tbe crucible so many yir- 
tnes, refined from the spirit of €k>d, who had destined that genios fot the 
redemptíon of a world 1 To write the life of Bolívar — ^honorable midertakíng, 
ardaons achievement. 

And that diiñcnlty ís angmented by the necessity of history, whích if not 
flinccre and extended, is válacless; poeterity denring to'know all, either to 
profit by the experience in leaming, or to admire those stupendons and sacoess- 
íol fortunes, brilliant glories, which Providence has in store, as if to demón- 
strate to man of what he is capable when inspired by the fonntain head of 
Etemity. 

Notwithstanding all this, the nndertaking does not intimídate me, being 
encouraged in this long and thomy way, by the pleasantness of the snbjeet 
And I will eyen say tnithfully ii-ith the Homan historian, Titns Liyius, in the 
middle of his work : " I wonld come to a stop here, were it not that my sonl 
18 fed by the swcetness of the subject^ Besides which, I will add, that the lib- 
erator, Simón Bolívar, wrote several of his own achievements, and was as con- 
smnmate in his relation as in his execntion of them, thereby aiding in a great 
degree towards so many details. So that the greater part whích is in this his- 
tory contained is owing to him, my dnty will be rednced solcly to write the 
trath and relate events as they occurred, unadoroed and withont pretensions. 

It is far from my intcntion to enhance or exalt the Sonth American Hero ; 
his greatness consists ín his immortal actions, and all the yim of eloqnence 
would not be wanting ín what is for itself so precióos, ñor commonicate 
color which would be lees than the beaotiful light of his brilliant life. Thirty 
jears were employed by Charlemagne to conqoer Saxony. Ten years by Cs- 
ttr to snbjogate the Oaols. Bolivar, withoot resoorces, with ondisciplíned 
tmops, withoot arms, with no other help than his own genios, wrestling with 
úsoperable difficolties, sooceeded aíter fífteeen years in gaining the liberty of a 

(1) 



2 UFE OP BOLIYAS. 

world. If the Pope, in his congratulations to Charles Y., called him ^' máximo ^ 
and " fortissimo ^' for his Tictory oyer the League at Elba ; and if these praisos 
" are as meríted as they are well eamed " according to a biographer of the 
same monarch, what shonld be the just tíÜe of the hero of a hmidred battles, 
he who in America, hurled down, not the League, but the throne and power of 
the successors of this same Charles Y. ? Platarch praises, and with reason, the 
intrepidity and virtnes of Pelopidas, his great and glorióos achievements, his 
wonderful nndertakings, his conspiracy against the tyrants to firee his country. 
This enlogy is only jnst, and I write my humble praises to those of the illu^ 
trious biographer of antiquity more so. How insignificant appear Pelopidas, 
and Miircellas, and Thrasybulus, and Timoleon and all the héroes of the ancient 
world *who hated tyranny, if they are compared with the great man of South 
America, to whom Hcaven inspired the thought and gaye power to wrest ñom 
the grasp of slavery a whole continent I What forcé of determinatíon is to be 
compared to that of Boliyar, who fired in the hearts of so many millions of 
men the desire of liberty and the zeal to combat for it, communicating to them 
the spirit to daré death by attempts and constancy to suffer oU so as to con- 
quer alL 

I do not wish to enhance the deeds of the Liberator ; which, besides being 
vast and great in themselves, it would appear ill, that the liberty and gloiy 
which he gave to my country, be paid with flatteríes which themselyes have 
the praise of all and the admiration of posteríty. 

In those times of obscurity and oppression, Qod from the treasures of his 
love called forth a soul whom he invested with intelligence, justice, strength 
and sweetness : ^^ Go,'* said He, ** and introduce light into the domain of night, 
go and make happy and just, those who ignore justice and know not liberty.*^ 
That soul was Bolívar I This was the mission confided to him by Proyidence. 

A spirit high-mínded and noble, humane, just, liberal in his yiews, Boliyar 
in his yirtues and in the manners of his person was one of the most accomplishcd 
of men which the world has known ; so refíned and particular that in his kind- 
ness he resemblcd Titus ; in his attempts and successes he was equal to Tn^an ; 
in his müdesty and ciyility he resembled Marcus Aurelius ; in his brayery simi- 
lar to Caesar, and in his erudition and eloqucnce he riyaled Augustus. Of 
remarkable and powerftü memory, with his fiiends firce and conmiunicatiye, 
delicate and modérate in his pleasures, he knew how to unite the strength of 
the sword with the gentleness of the pen. In penis he provcd himself courage- 
ous, in fatigues strong, in adyersity constant, of an ardent resolution and insup- 
^erable integrity. As Charlemagne, and more so, he possenscd the art of rendar- 
ing easy, great things, and executing difiicult oncs with rapidity. 

Who eyer conceiyed such yast plans ? Who eyer succeeded with greater 
^&cility ? Of quick and certain eyesight, a prompt intuition of things and 
time, a prodigious spontaneity in conceiving gigantic plans, the science of war 
leduced to a mere calculation of minutes, a conception of wonderful yigor, and 
a spirit fertile,.inyentiye, unceasing, and you haye Bolívar. 

Yictory was always an inspiration with him. Skilñil in war, without an 
equal in council, he neither was puffed up by triumph, ñor discouraged by 
reverses, ñor tempted by cupidity (deadly poison to reason and truth), ñor did 
he succumb to fatigue, ñor was he troubled by ambition. As the light and eter- 
nal honor of South AÍmerica, and príncipally of Caracas, his native place, the 
ñame of Bolívar will Uve as long as the world lasts I If a great part of for- 
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ti ám0 lo tita Itaic» lo whích o man exists (as aeyml eminent peraons 
I \m é, greftl ixMm»UJv oo the timeit)^ we must ooofeis that BoUrar lived in 
\b á»,f^ Frciro th** niomt^nt he appeared on the gniad «cene of the SoutU 
laakaa Eev I th« expectations and attjTioted tmi versal miipa- 

1^, Aa qaici- - ia execution^ tbcre were jom(}d in hixn as wcll ba 

m ochcr ttsict wtüi Cm$ikr^ the bounücs of nature and the aplendor of art. 
Isallfld exceUrore^ ihat of an íuti^nse &iogulanty, which excites admiratton 
má cmpÜTmto Ule faiicy 1 Tho Lilicrator, aa he \s eeen m the likeneas wliich 
<KBÉiMali iMs work, «ud such aa he is to Ibe Uvely remembrance of hís coe«als. 
«la if aiidiHt atAturo ; hU exterior anj^ectj^^ *^ Ihat of an unsullied inteülgencí», 
whkk m eva^í io h^ ^ ttom matter only ^ufUdetitly to appear vbibljr to 

r.^ Tliat I 4{ipcaraDce, that eitenuation which preceded tlie 

asd &tígiiisi af war, att4?i$ied the inte mal ñre, ihc TÍgilancí^ the orer* 
of hk aoiU. Hit movemeutíi, quiik and deternüned ; hia cfen dark/ 
cxpfuMioü dectrical and pcnetrating; a promÍDcnt hrow, reTCJiUng a 
' apMt ; flO0tit in apevch, tlie voic« aiiarp ; hia complexión darkened by 
> ialaapentttrBi and expoanrcs of war ; the beard trimmed accordinj? to the 
d^of 1^ timisa; the eyebrow thick and arched ; a mouth i'n> 
\ ; tbff neck (troct ; (|uí( k in hia walk : an open appcar 
tíbie pfdomimMioe, Maoj pJcnaant e and wittj oa^í 

' avr rdbafcod ai a aantplo of hia per ¿ ^ md exalted w 

Bti ««i ennautord hy the love of the indepcndence and the glory of Amerícn ; 
mtk vbrB tTcatlng of the deatinJea of the New World he wonld lo^ his bal- 
■■B!, Dot Ui faU, bat to rhas to be the geni na of onr lili^rty; 

§KMtm Bolinas waa tK>ni tlie 24Üi July, 1783. In that same jear, Charlea IV. 
ti éptia^ cwited br l>oTid* of familj witli the King of Prancfi^ íoired the 
E2;(ííi¿i to rLn^>gDÍ ' pendeueo of the North Amer^ 

VMÜd hmT%' Uild li 1 ue one who would alao WTcet üh 

\ bad Jiiat come to Ufe ] f 




k 




»liái 




'pm mr« éark mnd prn^nuimg," wrola Gaaeral MUIer ím hh Biographkal 
■# «Mttrnkl liolif sr. 

íwmw la ruduiicd wlUi rnach acttyUy and «trengtb df miüá ; hia liaeamcata are 
mmd tiol«l«» liA Uafl lu liU nyo mu (^jitraonliaury ürv ; bcnovoleat wíthgiit woak* 
br ^lariiiiif « tha Wq|cu«4{c «nd vir(a«r» wKkh cUann niaokínd; aud Uiat bflurnee 
¡I la hlcn with ihuA^i fi^eulUcu wUich cumiDAad ftjrtuao, aa followitif; 
«0telatj iif fkw ín lib «plrit, etcvutod ía Ihuu^ht ; tfte pfTBfvermneí, 
fffi dmifn»; ih€ t^mragi^ wkkh brif*tj* thfm io an ^ti, and ihat hnd «^ 
o/ i^/mturt tht •tfwrii^ o/ th« prMtnt.** — LaUtMii^ot, Biai, da 
da Mtimbia. 

1 cjiftr in»rka of Eaf«i|»a llifrrv* aro foattd nat ofily 

^ bi.'vaintnta of tha Ltti«r»u»r. Imt al«<j untrulhi 

Tun ljiíiv#*fw»l ricujBfmph)' oí lk>11ÍM. IrnafUtisd hy 

«f SfHífh Ar»>#-Hrn wjia lrt»rw ftt Currnnt» ti»« 8ü OÍ Jase, 

' , tir tha tiíciiim«ry of C^itivana* 

1^ MiUrUtr, Ttitt Mitn« of Beaoba^ 

y 4ji tho Cviit*m|iuriirle«. Th» Ency* 

I liuli; Mjrt I7ÍÍ0; BoiiilUil, Í7»«^»l.^* 

«ka (laua do McvadA '" makcíi Uohvnr na onlj ton, vtiloh la ttntrtie 

la Mi Mjriftf ninalw wbea It oecutrrd tu the auihtin of th« ÚeosfraphiiQal, 

aad ^lora^na Uotkaary to «fit^ iato iht reUtion of Iba balU« oí Aya* 



litwiJh «rror* r 
Tb^ Itafartiir j üJ 

MsbwbbibUi i; 

4 Iba asIlMra al t 

I^Mnaarjr |iai 
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He received at the baptisnal font the names of Simón José Antonio de la 
flantiHÍina Trinidad ; and his parents, Don Joan Vicente BoHyar and Dofia Maria 
de la Concepción Palacio y Bpjo, tbanked beayen wifh joy for haying ponred 
this blessing on tbem for the foortb time on tbeir boiÉe. Bnt bardly bad tbe 
cbild commenced to pleaee witb the cbarming graces of tender age, wben cmd 
deatb spiead its wings to prerent tbe &tber to recréate biniMlf witb tbem. 

Don Joan Vicente Bollrar died on tbe 19tb January, 1786. Tbns did €k>d, 
firom tbe b^nning and in tbe yeais of weakness, commence to take away the 
snpports of bim wbo ábould appear alone in tbe ecene of tbe worid, and made 
great by tbe myeteríonaness and eztraordinarincss of bis mission I 

It was tben the costom among well regulated fiunilies to administer Sacred 
Confirmatíonf to children at tbe age of seyen, as it seemed tbey bad tben arriyed 
at tbe age of reason, and it was jnst, tbat tbey sbonld be strengthened in the 
faitb. Tbe eyening of tbe lltb of Apríl, 1790, was tbe one cbosen in wMcb 
BiHON receiyed tbe Sacrament at tbe bands of ihe Bisbop Don Mariano Martí, 
standing as bis god&tber Don Esteban Palacio, one of bis relations wbo loyed 
bim witb most affectíon. 

The Seftora Palacio, kind wife and affectíonate mother, in the midst of the 
retiredness of ber sorrowínl etatc, careñilly looked after tbe edncation of tbe 
cbild, ñilfllling witb ezomplary and diligent attentíon the irreparable loes of 
tbe &tber. Don Simón Rodriguez, a profeseor of Caracas, a kind of Diogenes, 
a man of great probity, and adomed witb scntíments of honor, was appointed 
as tbe teacher of tbe primary edncation of Simón ; and afterwards, for superior 
accomplisbments, the Reyerend Father Don José Antonio Negrette, witb tbe 
Sefiores Carrázoo and Vides. Don Guillermo Pelgron incnlcated to bim the 
mdiments of tbe Latin langnage, wbicb tbe cbild quicUy forgot Fáther 
Andnjar, a Spamsb capucbin, and Don Andrés Bello were also teachere of Simón. 
This last tangbt bim a little of oosmograpby and geograpby.* 



cacho, the battle of San Juan de Ulloa, tmitíng México witb Pero, in sharing the 
glories of Sucre witb thoee of Bravo and Victoria. It Ib certaiiüy inexplicable the 
neglect shown by the aathors and editors of those works on tbe oyente of Sonlh 
America, and above all in the importaot Ufe of the man who freed so many millions 
of men, wben tbey are so minute and particolar in following the ateps of literary meo, 
yoyagers, artista, etc., eo as not to commit an error in the date of the moat triyial fiust 
Tbe day and honr is known in wbicb liOonidas defeated the Persiana at Myoala ; tbe 
drcnmstaoees, the pbu^e and details are known of the naval combat by which Lyeander 
ronted tbe Athenians ; there is tronble in fixing how many years Herodotne waa bom 
before the fonndaiion of Rome I.... and the knowledge of the prodigies of the American In- 
dependence is neglected ! and the birthday of tbe liberator of a vorld is not eyen known ! - 

Tbe date wbich I estabbsh in tbe text is bistorieaL Tbe parochlal records of the 
Capital of Caracas contaln tbe following testimony : — 

** In the CSty Mariana de Caracas, on the 80 of Joly 178S, Don Joan Félix Jeres 
" y Aristegmeta, an eider, witb tbe permlssion given to him by me the undersigned, 
" córate of thia Holy Catbodral, baptised, anolnted and blessed Simón José Antonio 
*' de la Santísima Trinidad, a child boro on the 24th inst, legitímate son of Don Joan 
*< 'Vicente Boli^ar and of Doña Maria Concepción Palacio y Sojo, naUyes and cltísens 
" of this city. His god£ktber vas Don Felidano Palacio y Sojo, to whom the spiritual 
" relationsbip and obligation was made known. And to certify this act I affiz my 
" signatnre. — Date np mtpra. Bachiller Manuel Ajctonio Tajardo." 

* It is remarkable tbat a miseionary shonld also interfere at the same time in the 
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i oamplñUá his fiñacoth yonr (nt ihe time in wUich he Itad the 
W lote kk motbor), Ue wiid «ent to (^puin by his guardián, Don 
FíImío, wiili tíir intcntiotí thot Ut: should complete hb educatioD at 
He Ibto wore Ibe uuUbnu oí a Imiit^imní of tlio mili tía oí Aragua, 
r^kirli npgisiecii lias fathcr hiul l>ecti colonel. 
Om tke 19ÜI Jaanajr;, 1799, »t tuiddtiy, Bolívar embarked ai La Goayr», on 
tito abip *"' San Ildefoiido/* commanded by Don José Uñarte y Bo^a, 
in Ule Spaimk nary, anil proceedcd to Vera Cnix^ In wbicb port tbe 
' alé* ve the treasares wbieb were írom there eent to the 

Ule tiix^ ui.' Teaiel aboukl have to remain on the&e unlieaJtby 

^ Slaiao Í0Ok advaiitago of to proceed to México, and riait leÍ3ixrely the 
I oí tli« Emfkbre of Honlezumo. On bis way be stopped at the citie8 of 
tfKl Ihiebla; ibl» bst cdcbn&ted for ita qoarríea of marble, aad oiie of 
tk »^ ii»poffta»t of the* Spauinh colomes^ after Hexico, Ouanajuato and 
Ai Mexicn be Imd in tbe hon^c of tbe Marquesa de üluapAf who slill 
Of» to A tem 3rean ago tbe Ukeneaa of Bolivar, and wbo apoke witk 
' of ihv TiTacitj of bcT yoiubñü gnertt. He Tiaited, in tbe company of 
te OblAr Agnlm, to irítoin be hxid brought letters &om tbe Intendente Don 
litttfHB Wtnmaátíí dt lieon, and by wboiu be waa preaented to tlie Viceroy, 
Di» XlgQcl Joi£ de Azanjca, wbo ivas aftcrwarda Duke of Santa Fé. Tbr 
to b» pkased by tbe conTeraation of tbe yoang Corraqucnian^ 
; of Hm opcDiicaí aod witty replien, and would pnt him questioo after 
^«9 1* to admire kta ^> ; 11, on a certain day, be paased to 

ilQOitioiDa of dangeroua c . n. Tbe Viceroy^ being put on bia 

I Use eolsreffMtiqfif anii rt^i^ucéted tbe Oidor to dispatcb aa aooo 
f u» Spaia Uik yomig mm.* 

: iC» roja)|e, tbo Ta«M^t agiun stopped at Hayana. From tbis port 

<ihjp *' San Pedro de Atcirntara,'^ and tbe Iny^uteft 

tinder tbe coimeand of Don Dionisio Alcalá 

wcro employed in tbe voyuge firom Jlarana to 

it they raflered & viotcnt t4>mpeat, whieb in a few 

tben put oC The **tíiin Peílro'' 

daj; and the ^' Suai lldcfoneo,^^ 

r xhr cnd rif thirtwn daya to ont«r tbe 

L^ , mee of ¿Santander, a abort distante fn»m 



1 iaconvo^ «<^ti^^ «íi> 

*" mmá "} 

Tmmtj* 
Qipf Oltí^gttl ; Imt ti 
Wb» IwcsaM irorae. TI 

«Müfii^ m\th BU aiig^ tea, t 
f«»eíf AaatftlU, a hariKirifi 



idty. 

^T-^ BasioDa, Botirnr continned on io MadHd, by iray of BÜbao. 
I • Ik» Ooori^ tbe futuru Uturatnr lived with oue of bit» 




líf Cbili. Wltílnt Fátlier AiiduJ»r waa i^iviíig 

jvr. Olí tbu bañil» üf ibo Rivi>r Oiiayro, tlio monk 

■Tii by O'líigjjfin*, iñ íhe •oWiñry 

'» xhf* oitffmrj of Anirrica, abrmt 

rtññt ienricw. f ' , 

t* lioí'tHn** íif Vi} > 1 

my ntadi* ^ 
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Don Esteban, who enjoyed the fsTor of the King, being a ftiend of MaHOy s 
fiívoríte then of Charles the IV. and María Lnisa. 

Don Manuel Mallo wna an American, natiye of Popayan^ and had fired fiar 
many jean ai Caracas. Bolirar was much noticed by Queen Maria LoSaa, 
as being a friend and countryman of her íayoríte Mallo. Chance gare him tbe 
opportunity of being one night at a certain house to which fhe Qneen had gone 
onder a mask, and he accompanied her on her retnrn to the palace, a drcom- 
stance which fiíyored him mach in the eeteem which María Lniaa profissMd 
for him, and which procnred him entrance to the royal qnartera with mocil 
confldence. " The Prínce of AsturíAs, Ferdinand, invited me cm an occañoD to 
play rockets,'' as the Liberator relates, ^ and I stnick him on the head with the 
shuttie cock. Ferdinand got angry; bot his mother was present, and obüged 
him to continne the game, becanse, as he had in^tcd a yonng gentleman to 
play with him, he had put himself on the same leTel.** "• Who would have 
annonnced to Ferdinand VIL," Bofiyar used to say with an air of latíafiMstioii, 
'^that tbis accident was only an omen ; that I shoold one day wrench from his 
crown its most precióos diadem."* 

There then liycd at Madrid, surrounded with domestic happiness and a sor- 
plns of merited respect, Don Bernardo Rodrigoez del Toro, a brother of tlie 
formar Marqois del Toro, of Caracas, a personage of a qniet condition, and frank 
and honcst in his intercoorse. He took great pains in the edocation of fais 
children, and these continued cares were recompcnsed by the enjoyment of the 
swectest sentiments of life. Boliyar visited him freqnently ; and the intin»- 
acy with which he was receivcd on accomit of his being a relation and ooon- 
tryman, made him esteem and respect the merít which distingoiahed Terae^ 
daughter of Don Diego and of the Señora Dona Benita Alayza, descended ftom 
the Marquises of Quicio and Alayza. Boliyar loyed Teresa with pasñon, and 
not only for her beauty and aocomplishment, but also for her goodneas and the 
gifts of her heai^t and mind. We loye that which costs us the most, saya tbe 
oíd apothegm truthfully, wheu deúre has the most to do with it KotwHIi- 
standing the inclination of Boliyar for Teresa was not costly to him, ahe cor* 
responded with him with innocent loye, joinicg afiection and respect 

Don Diego being notified of what occurred by the Marquis of Ustaris and by 
one of the úneles of the young man, he consented to the marriage, bot on tibMB 
condition of deferring it for the moment ; Boliyar hardly was screnteen yean 
ofage. 

This is the place to desígnate an error committed by the historian Reatrepo, 
when he aaserts that Boliyar had the misfortone to lose by dcath his onde 
Esteban, by which he was lefl to the care of the Marquis of Ustaria (yoL L, 
chap. y., ed. of Besan^on, 1858). This is untnie ; Don Esteban Palado did not 
dic in Madrid, ñor at that time. In the year 1825 he still liyed, rending at 
Caracas, and tbe Liberator wrote him a handsome letter from Cuseo, whidí 
will be found in the collectinn, dated lOth July of the same year. The Marqoia 
of üstariz exercised, respecting young Simón, the care of a guardián, and bj 
his example and by bis ezhortations he deyotcd himself to stody, in which 
until then he had beeu somewhat careless. Ustariz deyeloped in a great degiee 
the mind of Boliyar, and he in retum professed to him all his liie the deepest 
respect and yeneration. 

* Memor. upen the Life of the Liberator, by General Mosquera. 
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The eyentB whicb then transpirod in Europe, and whicb crowned the efibrta 
of the French Revolution, were also yery proper towards disposing hím to 
stadj. The war of Byiia, the return of Bonaparte from Egypt, the Consulate, 
the battiea of Marengo and Hohenlinden, famoiía in their reaults, were a school 
c^interesting erudition and practical knowledge which Bolirar did not neglect, 
airiying by reflection to the full of the advertence. 

In 1801, aíter the peace of Lunéyille, concluded by France and Austria (9th 
February), Boli>'ar TÍaited París, passing on his way through Barcelona, Mar- 
sedllea and Lyon. Bonaparte, the First Cónsul, had then opened the brillant 
era of the restoiation, elevating tbc French nation from the abyss of anarchy. 
BoÜTar admired, even more, loved Bonaparte ; and that tríumphant Repnblic 
OTer the oíd thrones, that hero of liberty, as fearless in the field of honor, aa he 
waa wonderñil in the connaels of the cabinet, filled hia aoul with beautíñü 
impfesaions which invigorated and ezalted him. 

On hÍB letnm from France, Bolivar married the Señorita Teresa Toro y 
Alayza, and afterwards proceeded to La Coruna, where he understood there waa 
a aldp ready to sail for La Goayra. In her, her sails set, he leñ without delay. 

The year 1801 was at ita end. 

Botirar thonght to enjoy at Caiacas, by the side of hi« tender spouse, the 

nomerous and rích poesessiona which he owned But, alaa I our ignorance 

of the secreta of time is inñnite ; and that impenetrable cortain which hides the 
fbtnre la the skill with which Proyidence rules better orer man. Bolivar should 

have neither father, brothers, ñor wife ; he should not have children. Alone, 

he had to appear in the infinite space to uphold the heayen of our indcpendence. 
•— . Jfaria Teresa Toro died the 22d January, 1803, ten months after her arriyal 
at Gaimcaa, leaving her huaband submerged in sorrow I 

It was difficult for Bolivar to accept this absoluto orphanage, and though his 
memory woold leave suflldent material for his griel^ he wished to abandon 
Caneas and retum to Europe, as if to seek relief in the tiring sluggishness of 
oontinaal travel^ which he could not obtain near the tomb of Teresu.* 

The voyage being determined on, he arranged his domestic affairs, and sailed 
directly from La Gua3rra to Cádiz, at which port he happily arrived at the end 
of the year 1808. Bome time after he proct^ed to Madrid, full of grief and 
monming, to carry with him to Don Bernardo, father of the unfortunate Teresa, 
the lelica of her that he had preaerved. Father and son mingled mutually their 

* The death of the Señora Toro had a great influence on the pnblic Ufe of Simón 
Bolivar. It canted him immediately to change his mind, to nndertake his second 
Voyage to Earope, and to sitúate him more resolutely in the path of política. Bolivar 
himself eonfessed it / Í<wed my wife mwh, said the Liberator, €tnd at her death I took 
mn oath never more to marry, I have kept my vwd. If I had not been bereaved, perhape 
fmy Ufe wmld htne been difereni ; I wovld not have been the General Bolivar, ñor the 
lÁbereUor, aithough I aeknoteledffe that my talent wu not to be alcalde of San Mateo. If 
ii had noi been for the death ofmy beloved wife, he wcold also say, 7 would not have made 
m^ eeeond voyage to Europe, and it i» to be believed that at Caraeae and San Mateo, I 
would not have had the tome ideae whieh I had in my traveU, ñor teould havé I had the 
experienee or made the ttudy of the world, of mankind and of thinge, whieh hat been 
of eo mnch urviee to me during the couree of my political eareer. The death of my 
wife placed me early in the road of politice, and oauted me to follow the cliariot of 
More inetead of the plow of Ceree, 
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teuB. "Nerer,^ the libentor tued to remark, ^nerer will I forget that soeDO 
<yf deHdotiB tortore...... becauae the grief of love is delicioiía.'* He had hsidly 

been a few dayB ai the Coort when a decree of the King, by adriee of CoubcQ, 
ordered that ** all strangert and fordgnera, of whaterer podtioii or state, dxmld 
kaTC Madrid, if thej were not domidliated permanently." ( Oider of SStk 
Harch, 1804.) '^And in respect to thote who had come from the Indiea aad 
^ Filipines, they shoidd leare immediately, withont being conceded any délay, 
" nnleas for powerful motíres." Wonderñil diaposition which the CoancU <tf 
Ettate pretended to jostify with the pretext of the icaicity of bread, and which 
conld only be given in Bpain \ 

On aocount of thia, Boliyar dedded to contínne his Toyage, and CRWBing Obm 
Pfrennées he prooeeded to Paria. 

He was accompanied bj his fíriend Don Femando Toro..... 

France was on the point of being the theatre of fikbalons acenea. The ftttnie 
Liberator foond himself there when the Empire was decUred (19th May), and 
when that Bonaparte who had so fascinated him, nandng himself Napoleón L, 
appeared in the Palace of the Toileries with his train of imperial piinoeSi 
dignitaries and marshals. Napoleón had now passed the last barrier, disooTer- 
ing the throne and ieatíng himself His hands stiU stained with the blood of 
the Capets, to whom he wished to be heir, he waa bowed to as snch by nattons 

and kinga I In place of the liberty which imperial monarchy coold not 

bestow, he promised secnrity, confidence and glory. From that moment BoÜTar 
wonld not tolérate any praise of Napoleón. '' Bince Napoleón has been king," 
he woold say, ^his glory appears to me to be the brilliancy of héll, the flamea 
of the yolcono which covered the world.** He did not wish to be present at 
the magnifícent ceremony of the coronation, ñor did he fear to críticiae wifh 
bittemesR the baseness of the i)eople and the nsorpation of the Consol, befaig so 
daring that he even dispnted with agents of the same goyemment Genend 
Oodinot, who was aflerwards Duke of Reggio, and who had been presentad 
with a sword of honor by the Emperor, and a cannon taken from the Aostiiana; 
Mr. Delagarde, chief of the imperial pólice, Gkneral Sayary, and other persona 
fitTored by Napoleón, participated in these bitter dispotes. 

At this time (Aogost, 1804), the celebrated Barón Alexander Homboldi 
arrived at Paris, on his retom from America, in whoee eqoínoctíal regiona he 
had made important sdentiflc discoveries. Homboldt had been at Caracas, 
and preserved plcasing remembrances of that city. Boliyar payed him a visit 
at his residcnce in the fauboorg Baint-Germain, roe des Petits-Aogostins, then 
frequcnted by the greatest mcn of the world : Coyier, Yauquelin, Laplace, Gay 
Losaac, Oltmann, and others, who went there to admire the beautifol collectiona 
of natural history which the fortúnate trareller hadformed in the New Con- 
tincnt There was inmiediately formed between Boliyar and Humboldt (namea 
with which &me woold haye so much to occopy herself ) the most cordial and 
fricndly intercourse. Boliyar spoke the French with ease and perfection, and 
coold find in it the tenns most appropriate to express his ideas opon the 
indignity of colonial ezistence, opon the liberty and greatness of the ftitnre 
destinies of America; and the Barón woold axíswer: *'In effect, Bir, I beUeTe> 
that yonr country is in the state to receiye its emancipation ; bot who will be ' 
the man that shall ondertake such a grcat work?" The man stood before him, / 
and still he did not imagine it Boliyar could have answcrod him : Bffo tum 
qui hquar tecum but he himself ignored it 
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In the Spring of 1805 Bolívar proceeded to Italy, accompanied by his fiiend 
and former preceptor Don Siman Rodríguez. The excessíye cold of the wínter 
of 1805, whích was rigorooa, and which altered somewhat his health, and the 
vaat preparations made by Napoleón, ín France, Spain, HoUand and Belgínm, to 
cany on a gigantic war agaínst Great Britain, disposed hím to think of yisiting 
tfae land of arta, and to aearch, beneath the cloar aky of Rome and Naplea, 
the amenities and content which he did not find on the banks of the Seine. 

Bolívar crossed the Alps on foot, with only a cañe, reatíng a week at Cham* 
hérjj where he visited the Charmettes, celebrated as bdng the home of Rons- 
seao. He saw Turin, and at Milán aasisted at the Olympíc Gamee, in celeb- 
ration of the coronation of the King of Italy, Napoleón L ( 26 May). That 
íroQ crown of the Lombarda replaced on the brows of a French Emperor 
añer ten centnriea! Bolívar saw hím place the crown on his head, pro- 
nomidng ín a load voíce this hanghty sentenco : *' God has given ít to me; 
beware who tonches ít I *' 

At Monte Chíaro, near Castiglione, he was present at the grand review 
made by Napoleón of the colnmns deñling ínto the plain, large enongh to oon- 
taín dxty thousand men. The throne was situated on an emínence whích 
oreiiooked the plain ; and Napoleón, on several occasions, looked throngh a 
glaM at Bolívar and his companíons, who were at the base of the híU. The 
hero Caesar oonld not imagine that he beheld the libeíator of the woild of 
Columbas I 

Bolívar was yet at Milán, when Prinoe Eogene was named Vioeroy of italy 
(9ÜÍ Jone) ; ailerwards he wcnt to Florence, and fix>m thence to Veníce, Rome 
and Naples. 

In aU thcse travels ít was not only cnriosity that was satísfied ; the mínd, 
alflo, was noorished by the study and invigorated with the reflectíon. Bolívar 
informed himself of all ; he inqnired into all, and ín Italy, more than in any other 
part, he leamcd the instability of human happíness. That dty, the wouder of 
hástory, when it was the dty of the Gracchi, of the Marcelle, and Bdpios now 
a slsve to strangers, 

*' Serró di itraniere genti," 

paaaed in idleness its languid days, foigetting its andent glory. YHiat a theatre 
for profound reflection was Rome to Bolívar I mistrcss of the world I Wliere 
were the conquerors of Cartháge and the East t Where the ñunoos legiona 
who marched undcr triumphaut arches t Manlíus existed no longer ; theCf^itol 
waa deserted ; Apius Claudios appearcd no more to the Senate with heroíe 
resolotions; yanx)n, had disappeared, perhaps, grieving for the Republíct 
Nations, as well as men, have their moments of giddiness and languidneas. 
If their magistrates conmiunícate to thcm effeminacy of the soul, they dialike 
fhe sleep of virtue, índifBBrence to good ; they fidl, and are consumed by miseiy. 
Tortured by the presentiment of their end, they only look at the present, and 
«re not even inspired by the hope of the fritare. Italy is a beautüul, pallíd 
image. Comiption has eaten her existence, her heart has died away — car 
égmun taheéat ! j 

Thus did Bolívar behold ít, and thus did he judge it. 

Cor young traveller, accompanied by his friend, D. Simón Rodríguez, líved 
in Rome at a posada in the Plaaa de España, alongside the steps which conduot 
to the Trinita de MontL His insatiable desire was to behold the Coliseum. 
The Coliseum is the most beautiñil of the rains. There you inhale aü 
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the majesty of andent Borne. Bolívar deliglited in being alone there. Tben 
are feelings which cannot be commanicated, emotiona which are ridicnloiiB when 

oot-spoken. The world has aeen nothing ao magnifioent as the Coliaeuní, 

so much more sublime to xa when h la a living remembnmoe of theae Bmnaoa 
whose history has occnpied onr inftmcy. What mina 1 what Taat mins I llie 
emperor of tiie world (and that man was Titas) carne to the Ci^iaenm and mm 

greeted by the applaose and pitas of a hundred thonaand spectators. 

Now what sUence I what soHtnde I 

Bome contains in its walls ten or deven hills, which endrde the Tlber, aad 
canse it to be narrow and swift. Theee hills appear disposed in snch manncr 
aa to gire the eye a pleasnre at once solemn and mdancholy. On a certaiB 
day, one of the last which Bolívar sbould pass in Borne, be hired a gig eaity, 
and together with Bodrígnez went to tho Monte Aventino (Sacmm Monten). 
On the sidé' of the river this hill forms a predpioe ; gü the opposite dde caá 
be viewed the tomb of Cecilia Metella, the Via Apia and the cotmtry of Bofii& 
That lonely and silent place predisposed the minds of the travelers. Tbe 
yiew of the Boman connfzy recalled to their thonghts the fertile plaina of 
Caracas. They spoke of the Monte Sacro, and of the Hberty of Yenemela. 
They were indignant at the oppression. The master and his disciple, placed 
on that íamoas bilí, on the other úde of the Anio, cheered for the fhture libertf 
of America, and in the same place in which Bome dioee to affiance, on two 
occasions, h'er boliest rights, Bolívar, his heart inflamed, took the hand of 
Bodiigoez, and, with energetic phrases, meare by that Koly and ncred land to 
the liberty ofhi% country, 

An invindble and prophetic impulse thus antidpated the hope which we did 
not have. The liberator aftorwards referred to this event, and facts have prov«d 
that he complied with his oath. Bome days after, Bolívar, fumíshed with s 
passport, took the road to Naples, passing through Albano, Veletro and Ter- 
radna* He visited the grotto of Pausilipo, a sort of tunnel, a subtenanean 
road nine hundred metrea long, cut through by the Bomans so as to open a ' 
communication between Naples and Pouzzoles, and was also at Capua, seardi- 
ing, perhaps, with the mínd the tents of Annibal, the etruscan monuments, 

the ravages of Gtenscríc, the trojan campa. From the opulent and 

deUdous Parthenope, where Bolívar had occasion to see the new king, Joeeph 
Bonaparte, monarch of the two Sicilies, he proceeded to París ; and from thence, 
croaalng through HoUand, he went to Hamburg, a free dty of the Germán Con- 
federation. He renudned here only a lew days, taldng passage to Boston, s 
beautiful and large city of the United Btates of North America. The flouriah- 
ing dtíes of Boston, New York, Phíladelphía and others attracted the cuzi- 
Oflity of Bolívar. He visited soveral Btates, and, laatly, Charleston (South 
Carolina), where he embarked for La Guayra, stopping at Antigua, being one 
of the porta of the ship. 

Bolívar entered Caracas towards the end of 1800. 

Mores homioum multonim vidit et orbes. 

From what we have already related may be deducted what íaíth can be 
given to a bíographíc notice of Bolívar written by Mr. £. Monglave, and 
publíshed in the " Dictíonary of Conversation'' which Messrs. Didot Brothers, 
of París, have publíshed. It ís there affirmed that ^* Bolívar frequeniecl 
the public courses of the normal and polytechnical schools of París, where 
he aoquíred the neceasary knowledge to be a warríor and polítidan; that 
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as a ñiend of Humboldt and Bonpland he traTeled throngh England and 
Qennany in their oompany ; that, on bis retum to Madrid, his mind being fnll 
of the institntionB which he had admired in France, he married the daughter 
of the Marquis of Ustariz, and retumed to America to offer hLs seirices to General 
Minmda." Thia is not writing history ; ít ia ouly mocking at the present and 
deceifing posteríty. Mr. Monglaye did not entertain the respect due to the 
hero whose doinga he reUted, ñor eyen to history, which requires constant 
application, impartiality and tnith. Borne few fiK^ badly leamed and worse 
connected, which are offered as the biography of an illostrious man, seems, to 
na, a mere bosiness speculation. For the rest, the gigantic ñitnre of Boliyar 
waa eamed by the strength of his own genius. It was not at the polytechnic 
achool of Paria (in which he nerer was) that Boliyar leamed to be a great 
politkdan, a great warrior, a great orator, etc. As the happy tree, which will 
bring forth many fruits, antidpates its time, germinating, bndding in early 
bloeaoma, so Boliyar, when young, showed signs that he would be a man of 
fotüe and superior mind, capable of great undertakings. Sometimea natore, in 
diildreii, commnnicatea sparka of fire which are hid in these tender forma only 
to break out at its time in a conflagration ; bnt thia fire is only proper to 
natore ; we are bom with it ; it la not acquired in any part ñor in any manner. 
Ko power can beetow it, no school teach it 

Boliyar thonght a gieat deal, and his apparont distractiona were the intímate 
letíxement of discoorse to reflect better. Howeyer, we ahould say, in ending 
thia chapter, that hia trayela improyed him in a gieat measore, because they 
were to him aa were the deserts of JEgypt to Moaee, where he leceiyed the 
inqñnition and the order to set ont to the Egypt of the worid, to free has 
brethien fiom the heayy opprosaion of Pharaoh. 
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^N hifl return to bis natite conntxy, BoHyar wM diqKMed to Uto retíred fron 
pablic affiún, oocopying Iñmaelf solely with the caltiyatíon of his fume and 
to the managiog of lüs patrimoniftl ettatei, ¥rtikb were oumerouB and /idu 
He jndged it more proper to oonceal bis desire, and dissemble bis intent, so as 
to Bucceed with more certainty, awaiting for the opportonit j, wbich is tbe mai»» 
spring of all attemptsL Ererytbing in tbis wotld has its time, and as jet liie 
bour of America bad not sonnded. 

It w as tben necessary to wait ; beaides wbicb, a pmdent delay contribiitai 
mncb towards ñirtbering its effcct 

Let US now reyiew meanwbile tbe political podtion of affidra, dcriTing tho 
necessary matter írom the primitivo times ; and as we are to aasist at the final 
conclusioD, let us know tbe subject with thoee details, wbicb wiU render it 
interesting. 

Neo omnÍB dieeotar, sed máxime iosignU. 

Colombns bad visited on bis third yoyage (towards tbe end of July, 1496) a 
portion of the coast of Venezuela, fíx>m tbe moutb of tbe Orinoco River, and 
Ojeda and Cristóbal Guerra in 1499, explorcd the wbole coast Colombns alao 
discoTered, in bis last Toyage, the land of Cundinamarca, wbicb later on Bas- 
tidas commenced tbe conquest of, and wbicb was finally snbjugated by I>oii 
Gk>nzalo Jiménez de Quesada. The bistory of the Zipas of Bogotá and of the 
Caciques of Venezuela, does not offer the deep interest as exdted by the fiunoua 
cbronicles of México, of Perú, and even Chili. By forcé of rapiñe and blood- 
sbed, tbese fertile regions of South America were destroyed, but not snbdned. 
Tbe ñame of Bpain was intensely loatbed by the Indiana;* and tbe first con- 

* How could it be in any other manner 7 The ezceases and cmcltiee of all r1ansi]ii, 
oommitted during the conqnest, cannot be reduced to a bríef space. After the death 
of Guaicaipuro by the firíng of bis house, twenty-three caciquee were moet atrociooaly 
impaled ; and Tamanaco, the indomitable chief of the Maríchea, being ddeated and 
taken prísoner in the battle of Guaire, was condemned (oh, horror I) to die, tom and 
mntilated, In the interior of a circus, by a blood-hoand sent from Spain, and spedally 
recommended for hia ferocity. On a cacique being accoaed of rebellion (wbich hi^ 
pened at the pleasure of each conqueror) the wholc tribe was sacrificed. Tbe prayers 
and entreaties of a whole people did not suffice ; and even in that case, as they had no 
fear of peril, gave the bntchors more thirst for blood, who would place them In fileí^ and 
(U) 
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qocrora, colonista and eMomenderoi^ contributed in all thdr power towards 
looting more firml j Úob hatred, and always maintained a difierence of intereate, 
whereaa oommon aense and good policy connselled- towarda blending them 
mn^nally. 

^enesaela wboae íbim of goreniment waa not conatítoted into a Captain- 
Oeneralcy nntQ the beghming of tbe year 1781 (that ia to aay, two centurioa 
afler the Conqneat), bad always been a colony, oonñdered as of little impoit- 
•nce by tbe metrópolis, and in accordance was neglected. As it did not incite 
the rapadty of the enemies of Spain, whose banda and eyea were more impelled 
with eagemesB in pnmiit of tbe gold-laden fleets of México and Peni, and 
also, aa Spain did not.Talne it by roason of its apparent barrenness, Yenesoéla 
enjoyad tbe peace of negligence. 8be waa ceded in 1538 by Charles Y. to the 
Belaen, or Belzarea, morchants of Angabnrg, and the wealtbieat tradera of 
those tímea, to wbom be was indebted for considerable amonnts ; she waa beld 
by these Germana, aa a hereditaiy feud for the lapse of eigbteen years, at the 
conchiaion of whicb a mdvenMd cry of indignation was raised against them, on 
whidí tíie Monardi declarad tbe léase at an end, and a lawjrer of B^foyia, Don 
Joan Perea de Toloea, was commissioned aa GK>Tenior, a man of pacific natnre, 
and ftiendly to Jnatioe, but weak-minded, and withoat any ideas of progresa. 
Thera ia notbing worthy of mention, during the GK>Temments of Pérez de To- 
loaa, of Bemaldez, of Pimentel and othera who followed. Tbe country rendered 
deaolate by the conqneat, contínued in a state of nndeecribable misery and op- 
piwion, Tbe negligence on the part of Spain continaed, it is soffidently 
pmred by mentioning, that dnring tbe twen^ years whicb elapsed anterior to 
tlie eetabliabment of the Gnipnacoan Company, tbere were only five arriyala of 
Teeaela ftom Spain to Yeneznela 1 * Commeree with tbe acQoining Coloniea waa 
probibitad, as also tbe intercourae of ideas, strengtb, capitala of enlightmenta 
and valnea ; boaineea monopolizad and aacrificed to a tüdy and scant impoi^ 
tation ftom the Peninanla ; tbe natires were compelled to pnrcbase only the 
Spanirii prodncta, and tben not eren allowed the pñyilege of buyer, but foroed 
to accept tbe terma of tbe vender ; a apedea of refined craelty and extortion 
wbich even Oriental deapotism bad not imaginad. ..... Only arbitrary law 

waa reoognized in tbe cítü and military administrations ; the people OTer- 
taxed, and all at tbe aamo time careftilly maintained in tbe most profonnd igno- 
ranco. Sach waa tbe condition and snch tbe state in whicb were plunged tbe 
population of Yeneznela ; abaring tbe aame fiíte aa tbe more distant onea of 

tbns destroy them by bondreds. The Spaniards, who found themselyes hi a world, to 
them, new and eztraordinary, smrrcmnded on áll sides by a wHd population, in whidí 
they were as one to ten thonsand, fifly thonsand, one bnndred tbonsand, etc., coafidcd 
that their Bálration only consisted in entirely annihilating the Indiana. This idea £s- 
hoDored tbe eonqneat ; bnt still they practicad it They sncceeded ; cansiog the disap* 
pearance of the American race ; and tbe relicta whicb escaped tbis deiage of blood, 
retnmed, with the most intense hatred of the Spanish cmelties. Let not the royaüsts 
with the Don Joeé Domingo Dias, say that " the aborigines were contented, and loved 
the eaay and paternal goremment of the king." This ia absnrd, no one can lore 
oppreetion or be contenta with it As to*the rest of being " eásy and paternal," we 
refer to " Secret Remlniseenees of Don Antonio de Ulloa and Don Jorge Jnan,'* compe- 
tent and tmthfal persona, who did i|ot fear tó expose to the monarch the system of 
tyranny and of infamous sUyery which oppressed the Americans. 
• Aanala of the Boyal Company of Caracas, p. 28. 
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Kew Granada and Ecuador. In tnith, no more was neoenary towards ññíag 
the minda and diapoaing them for a juatifiable rebeUion.* 

Whether such rules and diapoútions were only deríred in tlieir aooroe fpom 
weak mínds, lost to the trae path of principie, or rather, a premeditated de- 
BÍgn to maintain the Coloniea in an impoTeríehed and desoíate conditionf it is 
certain that it could not possibly be profitable to Bpain in tbe end ; became 
generations are foUowed by others ; more so, as even in the Tery hoUbed of 
slayery, tbere are always to be found hearte eagcr for liberty, not wishing the 
slare more than an opportunity whereby to reléase himself firom the bonda of 
the master. The reaction was being prepared silently; America panted to 
áhake off the yoke of the metrópolis ; and, thongh distant the moment md 
nnoertain its result, observing minds judged the raptare ineyitable. As Bpain 
bad sown the seeds of debaseness and injustice, so shoold she reap the firoit In 
war and shame, /or $he had 90íen the wind and §o thaü $he reap the tthirlwind, 

The works of Rousseau and Montesquieu— those of Raynal aboye all othei*, 
which had been procured by cunning, and weru read during the ailent houn of 
night ; and the examples of the French Reyolution, an ardent temperature, and 
the ray of light which illumined the horízon <^ nations, undoubtedly con- 
tríbuted to predpitate eyents, firing the hearts and minds of the Americana, 
always brimming with poetry and enthusiasm. Already from the middle of 
the past century there had been seycnd attempts at reyolution made at Caracas, 
though unsuccessful. In the year 1749, an insunectíon was raised in the yidn- 
ity of this Capital, Icd by Captain Juan Francisco León, which had for motto 
the suppression of the Guizpocoan Company, established by Royal Charter in 
1728, which establishment (he dcclared with reason), was the root of the 
many evils under which the country laborad ; bat unfortunately the design 
of León fell through, with fatal results ; for not only did the Company tii> 
umph, bat was himself pursued, and declared traitor ; his house was razed to the 
earth, and sown with salt, his children made prisonen and sent to Bpain ; the 
unfortunate León escaping with his Ufe to the obecurity of a hiding place, his 
anticipated tomb, where he breathed his last &r from his ñiends in the moet 
abject misery.t Thirty years later on new demonstratíonB of an insnrrectíon 

* " The tendencies and means of aetioa of the oonqneet," as Samper obsenres, with 
mnch reason, " could not have been but adeqoate to its character and its elementa." 
As there was no intention of colonizing but of obtaining gold, it was neceesary that it 
should be sought for and taken at all risks, without considering the morality of the 
meano. Terrible (atality which should be so pregnant with nnhappy results ! Vio- 
lence was tbe only means of the oonquest ; yiolenoe in all its forma. It was calied 
»cldi§r, whcn under that ñame it fought, wounded, killed» without pity, robbed and 
destroyed all that was dcstroyable. It was calied prieat, tnonk, and as such íanatícized 
and eziled tbe coDSciences, ylolated without regard the religious worsbip of the Indiana, 
fired the funeral piles, and preached tbe extermination of the docile race. It waa 
calied vieeroy^ ^ovemor, and, invested with this power, laid the foundation of a focns of 
despotism which supprcssed all the spontaneity of social liíé, and inaugnrated a secular 
era of tyranny and conspiracies. and instituted the monopoly of all the senses, the baee 
of orgaoisation and of brutal forcé the title of all power. Finally, it was calied (not 
to eztend furtber the catalogue) encomendero, and as such, transplanted feudality to the 
Kew World, mado the Indian alave of the soil, a sabject to the lash, and ezpropriaied 
and annibilatcd. 

f In 1811, Don Rodulfo Vassállo, commissioner of public works, aaked permiasion to 
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were felt, caiued by the imposing of tiie Excise Taz and personal mortgages in 
the regions of tbe Onuo and Socorro ; Tupao-Amaro, descended from the an- 
cient monarchs of Pero, was proclalmed Inca by the people ; and it was only 
afier the lapse of three years, and not without mucb trouble, could Spain at 
last auccecd in extlnguiáhing this spark of liberty. Amara was cxecuted and 
qnaitered, aíter haying beheld hia wholc family perish.* 

Towards the end of this century the fermentation was nniYersal ; and the 
mother-country presenrcd the Colonies only in donbts and at infinite risks. 
Having dedared war to the Frcnch Kcpublic (1798), Spain united hentelf with 
Eogland to carry on a ridiculous aDd ruinóos war, which finally ended in the « 
ahameful treaty of Basilea (1795), and the losa of Santo Domingo, ^' fírst coo- 
quest of Colnmbus in America ;^' añerwards, for an incomprehensible change- 
sbleness, she joined with France against England by the treaty of SaD Ilde- 
fonso (18th of August, 1796), a League, the fruits of which were the loss of 
her fleets at the fatal combat of Cape St. Yincente, and aboye all, that of the 
IsUnd of Trinidad, in America, the poasession of which the English secured by 
the treaty of Amiens, in 1802. In this and the other case France first, and 
añerwards Great Britain, ñiUy revengcd thcmselves of Spain, exciting a reTolu- 
tion in the Costa Firme and the othcr Cohmies ; inflaming the minds by reyo- 
lutionary ideas, and the introduction of such papera and books which wero 
most apt to teach rebellion and justify it to the conscience of the American. 
8ir Thomas Picton, Gk>yemor of Trinidad, had receiyed orders from the Hon. 
Henry Dnndas (aíter known by the title of Yiscount Melyillc), Sccretary of 
State for Foreign Afiairs, which anthorized him to re-open the commercial rela- 
tions betwecn the Ports of Trinidad and Costa Firme, and to ofier the Ycnezne- 
lans the general deposit of manufactures of the island for any thing which 
they wonld need, concluding his mcssage with this rcmarkable clause : *' As to 
the hope you entertain of exciting the minds of thosc persons with whom you 
are in communication, to encourage the people of Costa Firme in resisting tho 
oppresdye authority of their goycmmcnt, they may be certain, that whenever 
they are in that disposition, they may receiye at your hands all the succors from 
his firitannic Magesty, be it with forccs, or with arma and mnnition to any 
extent. I can also assure yon that the yicws of his Britannic Majesty are only 
to secure to thcm their independence, without any pretensión towards goyem- 
ing them ñor interyening in any manner, ncither in the priyileges of nations, 
ñor in their political, ciyil and rdigíous rights/' 

This communication of the Ilon. Dundas has for date 7th of April, and Bir 
T. Picton published it the 26th of June, 1797. 

destroy tlie j>oH of ígnwnmy which the Spanish Goyeroment had cansed to be erected 
on the lot occapied by the honse of the nnfortanate León. 

* The Benteoce pronoanced at Cusco the ISth of May» 1781, by the Inspector-Gene- 
ral of the king, ^aye Don José Antonio do Areche (a Tartar) orders that Tupac-Amara 
be dnigged to the place of exeeation, from whcnce he shall behold the death of his 
wife and children ; that tben his ton^e shoald be cnt ont, and afterwards be tíed by the 
orms and feet with strong ropes, the endn of which shall be attnchcd to fonr horses, 
and thas qnartered, each horso pnlling in opposite directions ; that the body be then 
barnt. that the head be exposed, that the house of the rebel be razed to the gronnd, 
and his possessions be confiscated, and the members of his family be declared crim- 
ináis foreyer, and unqnalified to receiye, etc., etc. 
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Tile perplezity wbieh Ibis cansed tbe then Captoin-Ooienl of CmcM, Ihe 
IKeld-Manhal, Don Pedro Caibonell, a mild and tractable permn, thoogh of 
littic leamlng, and mncb attacbed to bia own opinión, cannot be briefly d»- 
flcribed ; airead j embamaaed bj tbe escape of tbree political priaonen, Don 
Joan Mariano Picomell, Don Manuel Cortez Campomanea and Don Sebaatían 
Andrea, from La Guayra, persona wbo bad taken part in tbe conapiracy diacor- 
ered in Madrid, on tbe 8d of Febroary, 1796, named of San Bka.* 

Tbis escape, altbougb done nnder faTor of tbe obscnrity of tbe nigbt (4th 
June, 1797), could not bave succeeded nnless protected by tbe connivanoe of 
tbe officers and ganison of La Guayra. It eren so bappened. Picomdl «nd 
bis companions of ezile, wbo entitlcd tbemselTes martyrs of liberty, bad excHed 
a feeling of sympatby in tbo breast of tbe bumane American. I^comell «nd 
Campomanes, men of edacation and persuasión, obtained free intercoone with 
tbem and their feHow-prisoners ; and tbns it was tbat, ^ cbanging tbe prison 
into a scbool, tbey incnlcated tbe simple aod easy principies of tbe republican 
political system, and commanicated to tbe breasts of many yontbs, entbuainstic 
and anxions for noreltiee, tbe desire of seeing tbem prerail in tbdr own coan- 
tiy. Witb tbis end in Tiew, tbey ñudlitated tbe escape of tbe prisonera, so 
that tbey sbould be able to go to foreign parta in searcb of belp, tbe circmn- 
stance of tbe order of tbe GK>yenmient to scnd Las to tbe prison at Panamm, 
baying somewbat given impulse to tbe escape. 

Carbonell being unwaiy, and more remisa in bis (>OBÍtion tban was necessary, 
affecting a security wbicb be did not feel, be neglected to inquire into tbe fligfat 
of tbe prísoners ; attributing to tbe skill of tbese wbat was really tbe wotk of 
otbers. Plausible error I wbicb relicved tbe anxiety of tbe accomplices and 
peradtted tbem to proceed to work actively in tbe reyolutionary measures. 

In tbe course of a few days, tbe conspiracy of Gual and Espafla, as were 
called its cbicf promoters, was discoTcred (18tb July, 1797). Caracas waa to 
bave been tbe centro of tbis conspiracy, inspired by Picomell and Campomanes;, 
and formed by Don Btanuel Gual, a retired captain, and formeriy Govemor of 
Macuto, Don José M. Espafia, and otbers, witb tbe yiew of establisbing, in Yene- 
miela, tbe republican form of gOTemment, but dependent on tbe metropolia, 
wbicb, also, by tbe ezample of France, sbould cbange its monarcbical organl- 
zation for tbat of tbe popular tribuncs ; but tbo conspiracy was detected, and 
tbougb its autbors neyer entertained tbe idea of a separatíon from tbe goyem- 
ment of tbe Peninsula as before mentioned, Spain neyer pardoned any attempt 
of tbe Americana to manifest tbeir own wiU, ñor tolerated tbe priyilege of 
príyate rígbts, neitber any tcndency to cast off tbeir miserable condition of 
slayes, and accordingly cbastised seyerely tbe attempts of Gual and bis com- 
panions. Don José María Espafia waa bung at Caracas (8ib May, 1799), bia 
bead was placed in an iron cage, and oidered to be ezbibited at La Guayra ; and 
tbo memben of tbe body, mutilated and impaled, were placed on tbe bigbways 

* The republican ideas which roled in France, began to ferment also in Spain, con- 
tributing in great part to it^ tbe disturbances of tbe conrt of Charles V. Seyeral 
republican aasociations were formed. and which succeeded in fomenting itself into a reg- 
ular conspiracy. which should haye taken place tbe 3d of February, 1796. Picornell, 
Campomaned, Andrés, and José Laz, were the principal authors of tho conspiracy, and 
were condemned to suffcr death as guilty of high treason. The sentence being com- 
muted by the supplications of the French Embassadur, tbey were destined to pcniten- 
tiary, and to be confíned in cells on some of the unhealthy ports of South America. 
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foft the hoiTor of the paasers-by. Fiye more nnderwent the same íate ; Üie 
raxuiiiider of the accomplices or snspected, were eiiher eziled or condemned to 
penitentUrf.* 

Bou Manuel Goal, who had managed to escape, died at Trinidad (1801) poL- 
floned, as it la said, by a Spaniard named Yallecilla, who obtained a high rewaid 
for bis crime. 

These execotions took place dnring the goyemment of the Captain-Gkneral 
Don Manuel de GncTara and Vasconcelos, who carne to relieTe Carbonell, wÜh 
the inatmction that he should conclude the process of.tho conspiracy, and with 
power at discretion to gOTem the land, padfy it, and maintain it in obedience 
totiieEing. 

Abont thia time, Don José Caro, a natiye of Hayana, waa soliciting help at 
Paria in order to revolntionize Pero. Don Pedro Fermin Taigas, a nativo of 
£1 Socorro, pnblished at Jamaica Tarious documenta, with the motive of per- 
auading the English Gk>vemment into protecting the revolution of New Gran- 
ada. Other South Americana, commissioned by influential persons in México, 
went to Franco and Great Britain, in order to occupy themsolves toward fhe 
independenco of that country. Narifio,-thc Bogotan patriot, interested Tallien 
in ñivor of Oundinamarca ; 0*Higgins received instructions from Miranda for 
ttic members of the independenco in Chili and Lima ; Bcjarano came as envoy 
íbr Guayaquil ; Juan Pablo Frétes, priest, as Madariaga, came to Santiago ; 
Barquijano to Perú ; Iznardi to Caracas. Poor wandering apostlee of liberty I 

The aboríginee of Riobamba ^ Quito) sublevated, but without any result, and 
murdered, at Tuquerres and Guaitarilla, the Govemor ClaT\jo. Finally, General 
Don Francisco Mranda waa laboring for the liberty of Venezuela, his country, 

All seemed to prognoeticate a conflagration iu which should be consumod 
and reduced to ashee the Spanish dominión in America. 

Oitiaens ftw and íar were preparing, by triáis of dyio yirtues ; and despotiam 
waa atopified, multiplying the ezecutiona 

The skillfiíl manceuTres of Miranda were above all others the most serions^ 
becanae they poesesscd the ezcellence of being real. He entered into the com- 
binationa of the British cabinet to injure Spain through her colonies ; and Pitt 
in 1797, Lord Seymouth in 1801, again Pitt in 1804, treated with Miranda 
upon the fireedom of South America. Don Francisco Miranda was the most 
wovüiy representatiye, which the world of Columbus could haye poeaessed at 
that time. Bom at Caracas, he had fought alongside of Washington for the 
independenco of North America, and also with Dumouricz for the glory of the- 
French Republic In communication with the most illustrious men of Europe^ 
he employed on all occasions his talents and influence to realize the project of 
fieeing his countiy. The cause of the New World waa his worship, to it he 
aacrifieed aU. But the surprising number and the importance of the eyenta 
whidí then took place in Europe, and which engroraed entírdy the attention 
. . » 

* It íb conyenient here to mention that in all ; poUcy, goyeminent relatioBB, and eyea 
Jnatlee, were distinct when Spaniards and Americana were treated of. As to clemeDcy, 
it was neyer granted to the last ncoraell, Andrés, Campomanes, and their compan- 
lona, decUred goilty of high treason and condemned to suffer capital pnnishment^ 
obtidned mercy, and received a commntation of their penalty. They weré Spaniard» t 
Don José Maria España, Serrano, Del Valle, Pino, Rusinol, Moreno, shed their blood 
on a Boaübld. Tkty wtr€ Anuriean» t 
2 
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oi England, prerented the fomentatíon of anythJng fhdtftiL IGnad» left 
England ; and acqaieeciiig to the wiflhes of many AmericaoB and to his own 
impatíence, he attempted the effort, relying alone on Americana. He preparad 
an expedition at New York, having been recdred by the Goremment and by 
persona of inflaenoe, with demonatrationa of warm cordiality. He succeeded m 
overcoming all difficultiea thst detained hia departure ; he saUed, and on the 
25th of March, 1806, he arrired at the ooaata of Ocumare, having an anned 
áloop, two tranaport achoonera, muaketa, ammonition, and aome troopai He 
thooght the Spaniarda were ignorant of all, bnt waa deceived ; the embaoidor 
of Spain in North America, having forwarded timely adrice to Yasooncéloe ; 
and on hia arriyal Miranda waa attacked by two armed bríga, coast-gnard. 
The combat took place, and in the end Miranda waa compelled to flee to Trini- 
dad, loaing the two achoonera and aixty priaonera.* 

It waa aenaible for the Captain-General of Caracaa, Don Manuel de Goereie 
y Vaaconcéloa, that Miranda ahould eacape— the insurgent and $editioui Mi- 
randa ! — and aa he waa not able to bom him peraonally, he waa bnmt in effigj 
by the executioner, offeríng $80,000 aa reward for hia head, beaidea $20,000 
which waa coUected among the Spaniah reaidenta aa a preaent to the aawiwhi 
of Miranda, f But the effigy buminga of Yaaconcéloa troubled him little, and 
he proceeded to Barbadoea ; the authoritiea of the ialand and Admiial Sr Jl 
Ck>chrane, were intereeted in the cauae by him ; he flew to Trinidad, and per- 
anaded the goremor to ñimiah him with help, fittíng out a aquadron of fiftecn 
yeraeia, having on boaid five hondred rolunteera, forming three bodiea — «le of 
infantry, another of light cavairy, and the laat of artiUery, under the orden of 
the Colonela the Coont of Roavray, Kingston, and of Captain Harroy, who bad 
offered their aenrioea to Miranda. On the ^th of July, 1806, he aet aail fiom 
Port of Spain, and aet hia coorae towards Coro. He quickly and happQy 
arriyed at his deetination, but waa unablo to diaembark on acoonnt of tlie 
heayy aurt; prodaced by atrong breezea. Thirty-dx honra thua paaaed awaitmg 
the proper moment, ao aa to diaembark with íacility, by which auffident time 
waa given, ao that the Bpaniarda were able to take the neceaaary precantiooa 
for the defence. Twelye hondred infantry were prepared to impede the atten^ii 

* The prisoDora Uken from Miranda were jadged at Puerto Cabello. Ten were him^ 
the sentence ordering they be beheaded aíter death ; and of the remmlning fifty, thirty- 
fiye were condemned to the jalla of Cartagena, and fífteen to those of Pnerto Bioo. 
At thi8 critical epoch for the independence of Soath America, the GoTernment of 
France gave a remarkable example of their inconstancy and fatal yeraatiUty. Bot 
litÜe time had elapsed, when they had taken a deep interest in fomenting in Yenemela 
republican ideas, and to help towards yerifying a chango in íaTor of liberty and of tha 
peoples* righta ; and now they offered them^elves to senre as an immediate and efllca- 
-cions means for rlyeting still more forcibly the ehalns of slayery, and to snstala the ' 
moet reyolting despotlsm ; help in the shape of Freneh troops were sent from Onada- 
Inpe to Gueyara Yaaconoélos, and theae were the forcea on which terrorista reposed moat 
oonfidence. Behold what are the principies of jostice and of right diajplayed by tha 
European cabinets I 

f It seems incredible that in the nineteenth centnry there shoold be men who woold 
Adopt tiiese cormpting and infamous means of combating their enemies. But the hia- 
tory of the Hispano- American reyolotion redounds in ezamples giyen by Peninsular 
xhiofs, who despised, all at a time, religión, the rights of persone, philosophy, and all 
humane and eiyiliaed customa. 
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of Ifiranda; notwithstanding, his yolanteers landed in spite of the fiíe of 
royal howitzers. Fortúnate in bis ondertaking, Miranda took poasession of La 
Yela, captoríng seyeral cannon and other miütary eqaiproents (8d of Angast), 
mnd aftowards entered the city of Coro, where he remained from the 4th to the 
8th. But meeting with no sympathy from the popnlation, no act of co-opera- 
tion on the part of that people, who demonntrated snch indifference as to 
weaken the heart of the most enthusiastic and peneyering man. 

What motiyo could the citizens of Coro haye had, that they shonld not haye 
aided Miranda, who brought them Liberty ? Perhaps the circnmstance of bis 
anny being composed of strangers ; and, more probable, these people not bcing 
as yet prepared, that, surprised, they could form no opinión of what should be 
more conyenient for them, or else did not understand the importance of thcir 
doubt and coolnesa. The consequence was that Miranda, discouraged, retumed 
to La Vela, and firom thence dispatched an officer to solicit reinforcements from 
Sir Eire Coote, commanding the military forcea at Jamaica, to Dacrcs, the 
adminl of the station ; but in yain, as in nothing, they replied, could they 
assist him. 

When the officer retunied from Jamaica he met Mranda at Oruba, to which 
place he had remoyed, so as not to expoee his fleet to the gales, which were 
írequent during that season there, and also with the purpose of landipg in the 
river of La Hacha, where he expected to roceiye from the people greater proofe 
of enthosiasm. The answer of the authoríties at Jamaica completed his chagrín ; 
lie beiieycd himself abandoned, and desisted írom all attompts upon the coasts 
of Costa Firme, diacharging his troops and embarking for Trinidad with a 
ísw firíends. From this point he proceeded to London, carrying with him such 
bitter disappointments, and in the persuasión that he should die without seeing 
his country free. 

The attempts of this yeteran amongst the patriota of South America, thongh 
vnsncoeasful, kept in ezpectation, howeyer, the hopes of independence. And 
in the hearts of the Americana retumed the desire of emancipation ; and thoee 
who were not disheartenod by the appearance of afiairs untU then, mani&sted 
in dark and moumful colora. 

On the 7th of October of the following y^ar (1807), tho Captain-Oeneral 
Taaconcéloa, died suddenly, leaying ampie traces and examples of his cruelty. 
His goyemment was hateful, although he affirmcd that it was the state of the 
timea which cauaed so much aeyeríty and rigor in púnishing. As it was, the 
salyos of cannon announoed his death, and none wept ñor regretted him. It is 
eren rumored that aeyeral young men inaulted hia remaina whilst in the tomb.* 

Vasconcelos waa aucceeded temporarily, according to the law, by the Yiceroy, 
I>on Juan de Casaa, a colonel of infantry, an honorable man, but ^' weak and 
inezpert,'* aa Diaz writca. Such a qualification from an enemy ao intenae to our 
liberty, aignifiea, undoubtedly, that Casas was humane, and mayhap litüe 
indined to the peraecution of the Americana. 

* In the list of govemora and captain-generals whioh are to be fonnd at the end of 
the seoond yolume pf the hlstory of Raralt. and which Restrepo copied, it is related 
that Vasconcelos died of pleurÍ!*y. This is not ezact. Captain^eneral Vasconc^os 
died at the age of eighty-fire years, after havtng degradad his oíd age by ezcesses 
imwonhy of a man of self respect According to the OaxeUe, oí Caracas. No. 88, he 
left this lÜB snddenly in a barst of passion. Uis death caaied a profonnd impresdon 
íb this capital, aa it waa looked opon by the ladies as a heavenly efaastlsement 



CHAPTER III. 
1807 TO 1809. 

zmiioiATi CAUsn or nu utoldtxox — posinox ov spadi — moKE. avd exqumm Aowit— 
MOTUfurr or 15th jdlt ik fator op ruoiNAXo tu. — hoitoeablb coirDOor ov na 

AMBUCAX8 — MBXTIHaS TO COXSTITUTB THB ABSBMBLT Al CABACA8 — TnTÜBi A«D MBSni 
OF THB BBTOLÜTIOKIfT»— ÜVJDST DBCBBB FBOM CBICTBAL ASSBBBLT OF BPAní — AlUTAft 
OF CAPTAUr OBKBBAL BMPABJLn— HI8 RDLB. 

AS jet we hayo only demonstrated tho general and remota caiueB of ti» indo- 
pendenoe of thc second half of the New World : injnstice and opprenkm 
on one hand, and on the otber the French Reyolation — ^the great stSmnlant of 
liberty — ^the example for the ñitnre. Reñilgent beacon raiaed in the canter of 
the immenmty of ages and generationa to illmníne to the people the patii of 
thdr rights I It would not be daríng too much to add that tiie ezample aet by 
the United States of North America taoght the colonista to know, that there 
existed a national dignity ; and that a people who wish to be fiíee can ñatSlj 
beso. 

We will know now another and more partícular and nearer motire i& tfae 
changes soffered by the throne of Spain, and the final crash of that of the Boa^ 
bons ; distnrbances and amazement that collected in the year 1808. 

Abont the middle of the nezt year the battle of Fríedland took place (Juie 
14, 1807) in the State of tho eastem portion of Pmsria, between Napoleón and 
the allied soyexeigns of Rnasia and Prossia. This was a brílliant sncoess fiv the 
French; and Napoleón chased his aagost enemies to the Hermitage wMch 
oyerlooks the plains of Tilsitt 

The Eagle perceiyed the Niemen and pansed. The glory of Napoleón and 
French power had then anived to their highest point, politícal and miUtaiyy m 
height to which no conqneror or any nation had evcr arríved. 

The defeat at Friedland brought on the treaty of peace of Tilsitt Two Sm- 
perors then dispnted between them the dominión of Eorope ; and the conqneror 
of Aosterlita, Jena and Friedland had already taken pos oco sion of the g60gnq>h- 
ical charts so as to divide the land. 

This grand event took its ñame firom the Niemen. 

A secret paragraph to the troaty bomid Rnssia to accept the continental 
blockade system, and the Czar receiTed the commission of also enfbidng it in 
the courts of Copenhagen and Stockholm. 

The treaty was signed on the 7th of Jone, 1807. On his retom to Paria, 
Napoleón sent to the Prince Regent of Portugal to accept the continental block- 
ade and enforoe it on his shores ; and if he should deny, Portugal would be 
declared an enemy. Snch a daring thieat ?ras strengthened by tha presenoe at 
(20) 
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Bayonne of General Jnnot, witb 28,000 men, ready to m«ich througli Spain, 
whicb paas wbs negotiated at the treaty of FontainebleaiL Other bodiea of 
troops destined, as it was eaid, to occupy Portagal and attack Gibraltar, took 
their qnartera at Pamplona, at Monjui, at San Sebantian, at Figneras, at Barce- 
lona and at otber dtiea and fortresses of tbe Peninsnla. The Grand Doke of 
Berg waa the General commanding this inyaalon of a íhendly tenitory ; at the 
same time that the Marquia de la Romana, at the head of 16,000 Spanish ret- 
enna, procecded to Hamburg and Denmark to forther tbe interesta of Napoleón. 

Junot arrÍYed witb bis army at Ábrante (twenty leagues from Lisbon) on the 
26th of November; and the Monitor announced ^^that the hattse of Bra^ama 
kad eeated to reign, On that same day the Prince Regent and bis &mily had 
embarked for Brazil, escorted by the English fleet 

What was then the state of Spain ? Yery strangc, certainly. For more than 
a centnry had France influenced her, or better said, niled her. The dynasty 
nnder Loids XIV., philoeophical ideas nnder Charles UL, rerolntionary ones 
under Charles IV., had extended their míe to this side of tbe Pyrenees. And 
at present, what destinies were in store for her? Charles lY. eren fearcd that 
Bonaparto would treacberoosly disenthrone him. His position was extremely 
painfoL The Fronch armies had adranced to the very béart of Spain ; and 
only two ways were left to the Court at Madrid in tlds difficolt emergency: 
dther to surrender tbemselves to Napoleón, and lose their possessions in America, 
where the Britísb would wreak their vengeance, or to ally herself witb £ng- 
land, and leare Spain in the hands of the French, already oocnpied by their 
tioopa. The indecisión consequent on matters of snch importance did, however, 
bnt conUábntc towards adding more weight to the yoke of the imperial exi- 



Meanwhile an accident predpitated the solntion of this puzzle, whicb be- 
caine more and more complicated. The disagreement of the reigning famüy 
proroked the intenrention of Bonaparte. 

Charlea IV. had a son (the Prince of Asturias) who had unfortunately been 
bionght up bearing hatred against his mothcr and Don Manuel Godoy, Prince 
of LaPas, Ifinistcr, and a favoríte of tbe King. Witb tbe desirc of winning the 
good wishes of the Emperor, Ferdinand secretly commenced preparing com- 
immicationa witb Mr. Beauhamais, tbe French Ambassador, and eren pretended 
to the hand of one of the Emperor's nieces, Miss Taschcr, who was afterwards 
I>otchesB of Arenbeig. The partisans of the prince, easily led to béliere in the 

Bopport of Napoleón, conspired against Charles IV. I The Eing im- 

priaonad his son — accusing him of plotting against his fiítber's life. The docu- 
ments were searched, and his negotiations witb the Minister of the Emperor 
were diacorered. Charles brought his complaint to Napoleón against his son, 
as he woold baye done before a judge or with a Eing to wbom he was a yassal. 
Napoleón adyised him to erade all possible scandal. Femando confcased his 
goilt and asked paidon. A decree from his father conceded it in regard to 
the aapplications of his mother, and on account of his repent:incc. This drama 
wounded deeply the conceit of the Spaniards, completely surprising them. 

Meanwhile tbe French troops were continually pouring into the Península ; 
their dcsigns being altogether unknown. Some suspected the Emperor of tak- 
ixig the part of tbe íather ; others thougbt he was inclined for the misfortunes 
of the son; many for the success of the minister; yery fcw for tbe grieyances 
and aofferings of the nation. In this ezpectation, all prostrated themselyes at 
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hisfect Amongstthepeoplehope waspredominaiit; at fhe Oomt, lear. Na- 
poleón allowed to fall, as if acddentally, the idea of going himaelf to Madrid ; 
and the annooncement of thia waa anfficient alone to keep the aoul, heut «ad 
aenses of fourteen million of men in suapenae. 

On the other aide, England, always alert, and anc cftaaflil ly MÜre^ día aot 
álambcr, but poured into Spain, in handfbls, her gold and infloence. Alnsady 
qrmptoma of public fennentatíon were felt, which the Engliah did oot alknr 
to be appeased, and the morement waa oniTeraal when the newa dicidated of 
the occupation by the French columna, by unfair means, and withont motÍ¥e or 
reason, of the strongholds of Cataluña, Nayarra and Yiacaya. 

About the same time it was announced that the Grand Duke of Beig waa ad- 
rancing from BurgoB upon Madrid. 

The perfidy of Bonaparte waa now unvciled. The nation áhook off its &tal 
álumber, and saw it waa betrayed without underatanding how or by wbooL 
Don Eugenio Izquierdo, Councillor of State, agent of the Prinoe of LaPtt, «r- 
rived írom the Tuileries, and announced that Nupoleon cxacted the oeaaioii of 
all the provinces north of the river Elbe so as to annex them immediately to 
France ; that this cession should be replaccd by that of Portugal ; and that for 
the rest, the house of Bourbon should cease to reign in Europe, México being 
their only refuge. From that very moment the only thought of that weak and 
imbecile goyemmcnt was of fleeing to México I 

The preparations were being made in haste, but secretly. The Oourt waa at 
Aranjucz. But, either it was that this design was foreseen or betrayed, it k 
certain that the secret of the intcndcd flight was diyulged. The population of 
Madrid and Aranjuez congr^^ted in a tumult. Always comparing thdr ha- 
tred in accordance with their miseríes, and their hopes with their desirea, tliey 
imputed to Godoy all their sufierings, and they demanded, with loud criea, hk 
head. The King issued a proclamation, dcclaríng as false the rumora of tba 
Toyage to México ; but the mob only replied in cries of *^ Death to the fiívop- 
ite !*' attributing then to him the cause of the entrance of French troope in 
G^ain. Murat was approaching Madrid. 

The ñame of Ferdinand went írom month to mouth, and was pronomioed 
afiectionately, being considered as a Tictim of Godoy. 

The Body Guarda united themselres with the confused populace, to aeixe the 
Minister and sacrífice him to their vengeance. The insunvction waa mÜTcnaL 
The Eing alarmed, abdicatcd, on Ferdinand promising to save the life of 
Godoy ... I This abdication, published at Aranjuez (19th March, 1808), prodnoed 
a magical effect. Ferdinand was proclaimed King, and made his triomphal 
entry into Madrid the 24th. 

This abdication, signerl as it was, surrounded by a popular tumult and in tiie 
midst of the bayonets of the soldiers, should be followed by fatal oonsequenoea. 
No one thought it was firee and voluntary. In effect, the oíd Eing aent to Napo- 
león, protestations against his abdication ;* and when the arbitrator of Europe 
held in hands this dcVcument of Charles lY., he was receiving peütiona ftom 
Godoy and explanations and obediences from Ferdinand. 

* *' I hayo been forced to renounce my crown, when the claoging of arma and 
clamors of a mutinied Guard manifested to me the necessity of choosing between life 
and death, and that my death woald be followed by that of the Qaecn.**— Z«tt<r of 
Charla JV.tútke Emperor Napoleón, tKt 21f< i/oy, 1808. 
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Spaín, in the midat of her rqjoicings, awaited with anxietj a word from tha 
Emperor I Wbich of the kinga ehonld reign ? To whom ahould the master of 
Eorope gire the sceptre ? 

Sararj, Duke of RoTÍgo, was at that moment in Madrid, where he had been 
aent with the miasioii of pcrsuading Charlea lY. and hia fiunily to proceed to 
Bayonne. Charlea set oat without delay to throw himaelf into the arma of 
Kapoleon. On hia aide, Ferdinand, who was only addreeaed by the title 
M Highness," by him, went aleo, in compliance with the invitation which the 
Emperor had alao made him. How nnwary and nngnarded was the condea- 
oendenoe of Ferdinand, may be judged by the words uttered by Napoleón 
when Savary annoonced that he ahould come to Bayonne : *' How I he comea ? 
It is impoBsible I " 

At Bayonne, what scenea, what degradatíons I To abbreriate : 

Ferdinand, worthy auccesanr to the weakness of Charlea IV., renounced hia 
righta to hia father. 

Chailea lY. renounced bis own and those of hia deaotadanta to Napoleón 
and to the dynasty he should think proper to elect 

Kapoleon trancferred what he had just received from the oíd King to hia 
biüther Joeeph Bonaparte I 

Thua terminatcd that procesa of uaurpation and vengeance between the 
Kinga of Spain, fiíther and son« The cession of Charlea lY. to Napoleón waa 
efiectuated by the treaty of Bayonne, the 5th May, 1808, in which the Spaniah 
nmiion waa not counted upon at all, as if it did not exist Meanwhilo the Duke 
of Beig waa goreming Madrid in the ñame of Napoleón I., King of Spain and 
the Indiea. Franca waa mortified, Europe indignated, and Spain roared with 
fiuy. 

The fire of inaurrection courned through the whole of the Iberian monarchy. 
War waa imminent and should be at once xpligious and popular. 

The conccsaions and stipulationa of Baymiñe coincide with the bloody scenea 
of the 2d May at Madrid, where Murat, a man of worth, and elevated in 
müitaiy glory, forgetting the dictatea of humanity, causad the people to be 
treacherously slaughtered. The cannon yomited death on all aidea, to armed 
enemiea and unarmed, weak, aged, and even childhood, without distinction. 

The prorincea of Spain, and more so the Southern parts, struck the tocain 
íbr a lepetítion of the Sidlian yespers, agoinst the French and the usurping 
King ; they announced themaelyes restored to their primitiye soyereignty, and 
confkled the exerdaea of their inalterable righta to Juntas provinciales. These 
were united by an alliance offenaiye and defensiye with England, and announced 
to Europe Ferdinand VIL aa King of Spain, and declared national war to 
Franca. 

The neoesaitiea of an army and an administration made requiaite the forming 
of a general goyemment, of a hand who should wield the executiye power, and 
from thence we haye the origin of the celebrated Junta Central, installed at 
Aianjuez 25 September, 1808 

Let ua now see the connection of these afiaira with ours, and find out in 
what manner they influenced the reyolution for American Independence. 

Early on the moming of the 15th July, the same year, there appeared at La 
Guayra the French aloop of war ** Le Seipent," proceeding from Cayenne, bring- 
ing deapatchea from Bayonne, and two commisaionera from the goyemment of 
Joaeph on boaid. Thcae officera were camera of documenta which painted ia 
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cákon proper to seduce the Americans, the abjarements oÍ fhe Kings of í^piñi, 
and of a dispatcb írom the Cooncíl of Indies, ordering them to lecogniae tha 
new dynasty and to receire as Yiceroy the brother-in-Uw of Napoleón, tha 
Duke of Berg. A few houn afterwards, the Englkh firigate ^ La Acoata,** 
Captain Beayer, airiyed, eent from Barbadoet by Admiral Bir A. Cochiana^ 
with the object to annoonce to the authorítiea of VenesoeU the indde&ta of 
Bayonne, the formation of the Juntas, and the reaistanoe which waa being 
prepared in Spain. 

The fíret Spanish authoríties agreed in complying with the orden broiq;lii 
by the French commissionera ; but hardly was the object of the enyoys knowii 
in Caracas, when the people proroked, presented themaelvee to the Coipoi»- 
tion and forced them to come out with the royal standard and prodaim the 
monarcb. ^^A íactious youth,'' as Diaz writes (the Salias, Pelgronca» MontüIaBí 
Sijos, Bolivarea, Ribas), ** whosc ideas were contraiy to monaichy, carne ovt 
tumultuouBly, representing a character oppof«cd to their projects and mtpáa^ 
tions. They ignored as yet the art of rebelling, and wished to leam it practio- 
ally.'' Tbe writcr of Monteyerde and Boree confounds their sentimenta and 
beliefk Thcse mad and turbulent young mcn, as it is said, lored the RepubECi 
it is tnie, but they were incapable of vilcness and meanness. In this memorable 
epoch to which I refer, the American people gaye prooís of nubleneas which 
the Spanidh princes and nobles could haye enyied them. Aíler the abdica- 
tions at Bayonne, and when Ferdinand VIL had already been aent prísooflr 
to Valenvay, he wrote to Napoleón, under date 22d June : '* Myuelí^ brother 
and únele join in offering your L M. our most sincere félicitations for the ntia- 
&ctíon yon must feel in haying placed your brother on the throne of Spain, U 
haying always been the object of our desires to contríbute to the happinesa of 
the generous nation who inhabit that great kingdom ; and we could not hav« 
seen with more plcasure any other m^iarfh than this one, so wortfay and proper 
by bis yirtue to secure it The wísh that you honor us with your friendship, 
has moyed us to write this letter, which I take the liberty of remitting to your 
L M., supplicating that, after its perusal, you deem it worthy of sending to 
bis Catholic Majesty." What yileness I 

On bis part, Charles IV. wrote to Napoleón from Marseilles ( Fdbmaiy 7, 
1809) : ** I cannot do less than offer your Imperial and Roya! Majesty my con- 
gratulations upon the fortúnate resulta of the last campaign in Spain." How 
basel 

Marquis Caballero, IGnister and Counseller to Ferdinand, forwarded m 
representátion to Napoleón, asking of him for Eing of Spain the eldest of the 
august brothers of the new Ctesar. The Corporation of Madrid did the samo; 
and Louis de Bourbon, Cardinal-Archbishop of Toledo, wrote to the Empenn; 
saying tbat '* the cession of the crown imposed on him the flatteríng duty of 
placing at the feet of bis Imperial Migesty the hbmage of bis respect and 
fidelity.*' How degraded I 

Napoleón carríed on a most cruel war against Spain ; at timea he woold 
obtain amall triumphs, and Ferdinand would alwaya basten to felicítate him, 
^' The pleasure (he wrote on one oocasion) which it afibrds me, on perusing ia 
the public papcrs the yictories with which Proyidence crowns the august brow 
of your Imperial Majesty, and the deep intcrest which my brother, my únele 
and mysdf partake in the satisfaction of your Imperial and Royal Migesty, 
stlmulate us to felicítate you with the respect, loye, sinceríty and the gratitado 
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by wldcli we ÜTe nnder the protection of your Imperial Kijesty '* * What 

mennees I 

AU the Viceroys and Captain-Generala sent to the New World wbo were 
Spaniarda, all, with the exceptíon of the one of México, disposed themaelves 
to awear obedience to the king uf the new dynaHty, whilst the American people» 
foll of generoñty, answered the sedadng promiaes of Murat and Joseph Bon»- 
parte by biiming their proclamationa and cheering for the príaoner of Yalen^ay. 
Xbcalted contrast, in which all the honor is due to ua I 

Notwithstanding all this, let no one believe that the ideas of independenoe 
had diaappeared in the midst of these generous movementa. No ; the daoghter 
of liberty althoogh separated from the mother, but woold not conaent to aee 
a daríng and fortúnate soldier stain her deconim. There waa honor in ^he 
WM t anc e of America ; there waa grcatness ; we did not deaire to leam sedi- 
üon practicany, aa thia atudy doea not require practica, and more so being 
atftached to the destroyed authority, we manifested indignation for the perfldy, 
diflcontent and holy anger, for the disloyal conduct of the French Emperor. 

The popular morcment of Caracaa waa rery disagreeable to the Spaniah 
ttuthorities who aatiafied the agenta of Napoleón, persuading them that the 
oath they took for Ferdinand waa forccd and contrary to thdr ideaa. The 
people, in their indignation, demanded the imprisonment of the French emia- 
aariea ; but Don Juan Caaaa gKve them an eacort, led by hia own son, Don Joa6 
Ignacio, officer of the militia, and had them conducted to La Guayra without 
the knowledge of any one. A letter, written by Captain Bearer to Sir Alex- 
ander Cochrano, containa a fidthful relation of what transpired at Caracas, the 
Iffih July, 1808, beaidea Tarioua other incidenta worthy of being r^oaembered, 
aa it depictB dearly the political position : 

" Her Majesty's Ship ' Acasta/ La Guayra, lOth July, 1808. 
** SiB, — ^Erenta of singular importance occurring at present in the proyince 
of Yenezuela, I haye thought it necessary to despatch to you, without losa of 
time, the late French coryette, * Le Serpent,' in order that you might, as early 
aa poaaible, be made acquainted with those that haye alrcady occurred, as wdl 
aa to be able to form some opinión of those which will probably follow. The 
latter poit (La Quayra) I made in the moming of the 15th, and while standing 
in for Che ahore, with the cartel flag flying, I obseryed a brig under French 
colon juat coming to an anchor. She had arriyed the preccding night £rom 
Cayenne with despatches from Bayonne, and had anchored about two milea 
bdow the town, to which she was now remoying. I was neyer nearer than flye 
miles to her, and could not haye thrown a shot oyer her before she was cióse 
under the Spanish batteriea, and therefore I attempted not to chase ; but I 
daimed her of the Spanish Goyemment, as you will percdye by my letter, 
Ko. L Juat before I set out for the Caracas, and presented your despatchea, 
the captain of the French brig retumed exceedingly displeasied (I was told), 
baying been publicly insultad in that dty. About three o'clock I arriyed at 
the Caracas, and presented your despatches to the Captain-General, who 
lecdyed me ycry coldly, or rather uncivilly, obserying that that hour was yery 
inconyenient to him and to me ; and that, as I had not dined, I had better go 

• This letter is datad the 6th AugiiBt, 1809, and is to be foiind in tbe Jíoniteur of 
the Sth Febmary, 1810. 
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and get Bome dimier, and retom to bim in a oouple of houn. On entering the 
dty, I had obeerred a grcat effenrescence among the people, like sometliing 
idiich dther precedes or foUows a popular commotíon ; and as I enteied tbe 
laige inn of the dty, I was sonoundcfl by infaabitanta of ahnost all cl^ssesL 

" I have learned that the French captain, who bad arríved yesterday, had 
brooght intelligence of ereiything which bad taken place m Spain in faTor oi 
Flanee ; that he had annoonced the accession to the Spaniah throne of Joeeplí 
Napoleón, and had broaght orden to the Goyemment from the French £m- 
peror. 

^ The city was immediately in arms ; ten thonsand of ita inhabitants bot- 
ronnded the residence of the Captain-Ctoeral, and demanded the proclam»- 
tion of Ferdinand VIL as their king, which he promised to do the nezt day ; 
bot this wonld not satisfy them ; they proclaimed bim that evening, by heralda, 
in form, throughoot the city, and placed bis portrait, illominated, in the galleiy 
of the town-hoQse. The French were first publicly insnlted in the coffee-hoiue, 
whence they were obliged to withdraw; and the French captain left tha 
Caracas privately, about dgbt o*clock that night, escorted by a detacbment of 
Boldiers, and so sared bis Hfe; for abont ten o^dock his person was de- 
manded fiom the Goremor by the popnlace ; and when they had leamod that 
he was gone, three bondred foUowed bim on the road to put bim to death. 
Ck>ld]y recdved by the Govemor, I was, on the contrary, snrroanded by all the 
lespectable people of tbe dty, the military officen indaded, and hailed as their 
deliverer. The news which I gKve them from Cádiz was deroared with añdüj, 
and prodnced enthusiastic shouts of gratitude to England. 

^ Retuming to the Govemor about five o'dock, the first tbing I demanded mm 
the delivering to me the French corrette, or at least the permitting me to taka 
possession of her in tbe roads, in consequence of the drcmnstances under whidí 
she had entered, as stated in my letter to bim, No. 1. Both these he podtiTely 
reftised, as well as to take possesdon of her faimself ; bnt, on the contraiy, iñ 
told me he had g^ren orders for her immcdiate sailing. I made bim acqoainted 
with the orders I had given, to seize her if she sailed, to which be assented ; 
and I at the same time told bim that, if she was not in possesdon of tbe 
Spaniards on my retom, I should take her mysell He replied, that he sbonld 
send orders to the commandant at La Guayra to fire upon me if I did ; to whicii 
I simply replied, that the consequence wonld fall npon bim : and I forther told 
bim, that I conddered his reception of me at Caracas as that rather of an enenoij 
than a fiiend, while, at the same time, I had broaght bim information of hosli- 
lities haying ceased between Great Britain and Spain ; and that his condiKt 
toward the French was that of a íriend, while he knew that 8pdn was at war 
with France. He replied, that Spain was not at war with France : to which I 
asked bim what he would condder as a war, if the captiyity of two of his 
kings, and tbe-taking possesdon of their capital, was not to be so conddered I 
He only replied, that he knew notbing of it firom the Spanish Goyemment^ 
and that what yoor despatches informed bim of he could not condder as 
offidaL"* 

Bome days after these erents, the Corporation proposed to, and solidted fixnn 

* The French sloop wta at length captared. Haying sailed firom La GuajTa for- 
Pnerto Cabello, Maracdbo and Cartagena, the ''Acasta" gave díase to her, and, after 
ezchanging a few shots, she haoled down her flag and sorrendered. 



LIFX OF BOLIYAB. 21 

the GoTenunent the creatíon of a junta goTeming tbe proyince in the ñame 
oí the captire monarch, and in imitation of those which had been formed 
in Spain ; bnt the Spaniah aathorítie^ fearñil of the erection of juntas in 
America, xecognized, in preference, that of SeyiUa, which had pompously titled\ 
itself '* the Supieme of Spain and the Indies," and which recognition waa/ 
flolicited by the naral captain Don Joeé Melendez Bruna, commifleioned by| 
said junta to tilia effect (5th August). It was so plausible to the Yenezudans 
to have a self-constitut^ goTcmment, having in charge their own mutual 
interests ; that, notwithstanding the recognition which had just been made 
of that of Seiilla, and in spite of the oppoeition of Casas and the Spanish 
magistrates, they continued to foment the creation of another junta, which 
would be called that of '* Caracas.*' So as to arríre at that end, meetings were 
hdd on the fium of Don Simón Boliyar, on the margin of the River Guaire, to 
which meetingB concurred the Montillas, Ribas, the Marquis del Toro, Juan 
Yloe&te Boliyar and others of the reepectable young men of the capitaL Let 
it be undeiBtood these meetings, which the Spaniards quallfied as " reyolutlon- 
axy/' were seciet At them only friends assisted. Notwithstanding, they were 
betiayed by one of their assodates, and perhaps, one of the most compromised| 
Don Manuel Matos. Matos was thrown in jail, and the proceedings were sus- 
pended for some days. Consequently, they met at the house of Don Josó Feliz 
Bibas, and the patriota dissembled their intentions by gaming ; here also they 
were again betrayed by a Spaniard, by ñame Don Pedro de la Mata, and by an 
oíd man Villalonga, who had been sénior alderman of Barquisimeto. Being now 
diflOOYered, they immediately proceeded to sign a representation dcmanding the 

eatabüshment of the ^^ Junta of Caracas." The Supreme Court ordered 

their anest 

Thus, surrounded on all sides by inconyenienccs and perils, the founders of 
our independence kept aliye the hope of emandpation ; and (precise it is to 
Mj fiar the gieater glory of these prime moyers) those who attempted to change 
80 ftrenuously the constituted order were not men, yagrants and without wealth, 
ñor penons who were discontented on account of their poyerty, or wickedness 
or crimeS) butwore composed of the highest nobility of tiie country, the 
wealthiest and moet considered ; they were those who sacrificed rank, pros- 
pecta, fortune, peace of mind — proclaiming liberty to those who, under the oíd 
regime» had héld most slayes. Handsome, indeed, was the offering presented 
to their captive and oppressed country to acquize the honorable title of being 
her first and brayest defenders.* 

Don Diaa, in a moment of truthfulness allowed, which surprises us, to escape 
thia obseryation : *^ For the first time,*' he says, *' was seen a reyolution fomented 
and carried into ezecution by the yery persons who had most to lose ; by the 

* Boliyar was, amongst all, the one who sacrificed on the altar of eqaality the 
most. In his íamily were the family estates and the tilles of Marquises of BoUvar and 
Tlseoonts of Caporete ; the Seigneary of Arca, wlth jurisdiction in the towne which it 
comprebended (a fayor which had not been done to Americana) ; the ** Real Alferazgo" 
perpetoated to the first bom of the ohildren. The Seigneury of A roa, which com- 
prised the towns of Conté and San Nicolás, waa given to Don Francisco Martin 
Kanraex in 1606, the íather of Josefa María Narvaez, wife of the lawjer Don Pedro 
Ponte Andrades, who was íather of Doña Petronila Ponte, wife of Don Jnan Boliyar, 
íather of Don Joan Vicente Boliyar, who was that of tlie Liberator Simón Bolivar, 
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Kirquis del Toro and his brothen, Don Femando and Don Joaé TgnariOy one 
of the principal and mort wealthy íamiliea, who merited the fint ftimatími. of 
all the authoritíea, and who, poffed vith an nnsupportable pride, thon^it 
themaelves superior to the rest ; by Don Kartin and Don Joaé Tovar, yonog 
men, relatives of the Count of the same ñame, and membeim of the moit opQ> 
lent hooae in Venezuela; by Don Joan Vicente and Don Qunoa Bolifar, yoiiüís 
of the nobility of Caracas— the fint, possesBed of |25,000 yeariy inoome; tha 
aeoond, $20,000 ; by Don Juan Joaé and Don Luis Rivaa, yonng men lelatíona of 
the Count of ToTar, and of considerable property ; by Don Joan Germán Boscíq, 
Don Vicente Tejera and Don Nicolos Anzola, lawyera, who were held in eatin»- 
tion by their fellow-citizens ; by Don lino Cleoiente, a retired officer of the 
Spanish nayy, highly regarded by all ; by Don Mariano Montilla, formeilj of 
the body-goard of his mi^esty, and his brother, Jkm Tomaa, yonng men of 
fiuhion, and membera of a houae noted for ita magnificenoe and loznry ; faj 
Don Juan Pablo, Don Mauricio and Don Ramón Ayala, office» of the ^-etecaii 
baitalion, nnivenally esteemed for the honesty of their family and theiT ílln»- 
triona predeoeaeora, and by a few othera of similar or of acarody lesa ciicom* 
atancea." Here the principal parts and chief rola were not represented faj 
^' revolntioDary men ;** those who have no interest at stake ; thoae who Mék 
thór fortunes in the confusión, and thoae who expect nothing finom the vatiMh- 
rity of laws, of religión and of customs I * 

Honor, then, be due to our rerolution I If Diai had proibonded what lie 
WTOte, he would have been conyinced that American independence waa a natmal 
conaequence ; that, once dissolred, the bonds with Spain, eren if they wene 
legitímate and proper, men of weight should take charge of the deatiniea of m 
country newly fledged to political Ufe ; and, for this reason, there were noi 
amongst the independents unprincipled, criminal ñor ambitiona men. It unas 
not a disturbance that was intended ; it was the recuperation of naurped righta ; 
and for this, men of wealth, leaming, of common-scnse and generally eateoned, 
were called upon, and not adrenturers. 

The patriots strained their best enérgica to complete their attempt, and Caeae 
and inferior peninsular authorities were not a little alarmed to aee the idea of m 
sepárate goreming junta being propagated— thus Venezuela, wiahing to aaal- 
miUte hcrself to the provinoes of the metrópolis. Spain waa the thewíe of aU 
the debates ; and although the Junta Central had notified the yioeroya, goTer» 
non and other anthoritiea of America that they maintaín their people in a state 
of perfect ignorance, concealing from them all news by which they oould di»- 
cover the real state of affkín in the Península ; f but for all this there wee 
always lomething transpired, exciting the opinions and dashing oppodte 
paadons, which sometimes broke out in nnrestrained dispute, and thna opinión 
was more strongly fed by the yery obscurity under which it lay. 

The recognition of the Junta Central of Spain and the Indica was made at 
Caracas on the 18th and 16th of January, 1800. 

This Junta, which should afterwards form the Begency, or récall the Cortee» 
resolred to appropriate to itself the Executiye Power. 
. Without entering into any details about its goyemmait, it ia here proper to 
re&r to the memorable decree promulgated the 22d Januaiy, 1800, by whidí 

* Remembrances of the RebelHon of Caracas ; Madrid, 1829. 
t Resolution of the Ist November, 1808. 
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the Junta dedared their yart idtramaríne dominions to constítnle a wliole 
with tba monaichy. Reoognizing the principie of a perfect equality between 
the inhabitanta of one and tfae other Idngdoms, they disposed that America 
ahoold haré national lepresentation ; but that the eléctions ahonld not be made 
by the people, directly or indirectly, bnt only by the Captain General and the 
Cofparalion....I 8o that America was not allowed the proportíonate representa- 
tion to that of Spain in the Cortes, bnt, when most, only the third part...I The 
lepreaentatiTeB for Spain were 86 ; and those of the whole of America were 12 1 
An enormona diflerence, which doeply woonded the more educated portion of 
€he Americana, and which irritated their minds against the mother country.* 

Don Joaqidn Moaqnera y Figaeroa, Chief Jndge of the Snpreme Conrt, who 
iraa not a Yenesndan, and who had on the contrary many enemiea, waa elected 
by YenenébL A worthy and le^^timate representation I 

Among all theee occnnenceB (May 17), there arriyed at Caracas two new 
magistratea, Brigadier General Don Vicente Emparan, and Don Vicente Basadre, 
named reepectírely Capitán General and Intendent ; they both took possession 
of their noik two days after their arriyaL Emparan bronght with him Don 
Femando Toro, brother of the Marqnis, who had been a Captain of the Royal 
Gnard, and waa destíned as Inspector of mílítías for the Provinco of Caracas. 
By hia mesaa, the principal patriota were introdnced to the society of Got- 
emor Emparan; amongst others, Don 8imon Boliyar, a lientenant of the 
white battalion of militia of the vaUeys of Arag^oa.t Familiar intercoorse 
discorered to them the ideas and violent measures of Emparan, who arríved 
no doubt on the wings of the ñiture destiny of Venezuela. The connivance on 
the part of this officer with the French, and bis eztrayagant conduct in the goy- 
emment, lost to him the fiiendship of many persons, espedally Toro and Bolirar, 

* The Juntas and Regencies of Spain preserred, in respect to the Colonies, the same 
spirit of injnstice and oníaTorable prerention ; and it cannot be lesa admired that onr 
ftthers and ottr brothers refnaed to receiTe liberty from foreign handt, soliciting the 

mother oountry to aaaoclate them in her mitífortunes and they should find a step- 

mother, who in trouble depreciated and neglectod them. Spain has 26,000 square 
leagnes of territorial extensión ; America, 468,000, that is 443,000 more than her. Spain 
had 14 millions of inhabitanta, with the chance of diminishing, aa in effect it did till 10 
mflUoDa, aoeording to Costabarria; America had 14 millions, with the certainty of in- 
enBM&ng, for the fadlity and abondance of matcrials, for the exnberance of our yital 
life, or be itthe miracnlons preoocity of onr natnre, and for the absence of winters 
and antomns, which do not come to establish a pause in the inceesant desire of mol- 
tipUcation ; and why then the injurióos difference of representation in the Cortes ? On 
what fomidation of justice was based the disposition that we should have only the third 
part? Twebreto thirty-siz? 

f "The ennning Caracanians," writes Torrente, "easily insinuated themselres in 
his confidence (that of Emparan), and especially Boliyar, then lieutenant of the militia 
of the white battalion of Aragua, a turbulent youth, as much distingaished for his wealth 
and the illustriousneas of his birth, as for his immeasurable ambition." From whence 
doea the writer draw this idea ? Torrente makes himself the echo of Diaz, and accuses 
Boliyar of being ambitious, withont the least reason or motiye. Up to that time, he 
neither had the age to be ambitious, ñor had he done anything else but trayeL How 
did Torrente inyent that he was ambitious, and of fool-hardy ambition ? and they are 
caUed impartiúl hútoriaMl 

Xt yoilA Justtmtnt oomme on écrit rbittolre I 
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tke ercot of tke 
iÜMipwJ ñ-b db» SB|HaK Cost, a» be 
Jhittrjr;: ^.fist^tfiied pfíothood; 1 
Á^ fipiAaf^ «bl ¡BtroiJaeiiig unoogüt thoi ] 
Ht íaifiuied jBd ñijiiRd oommerce, lookmg with i 
«f 4CK |K^ple widí aooChcr; be eziled withoiii 
g mye rtA^At pcnr/ni. amoDgit odien Don Miguel Joeé Stm» Kwarmnr of &• 
CwHoljtfe, He eDcnwmged íkkehoods with mcb briM Ibccid inqiodeBee a» to 
fep«na« an aputrneot in his houae to recciTe anoajiBoai paptn aad to Ibtcm 
to acftMatíoiM. He condemned to the pnblic irorkiy withoiit anj fivnalitj or 
Jorlioal prooeediiigB, a mahitnde of honest men, mider the pretenoa of bciag 
▼agrmntj. He made oneroot emolmenta. He treated aa eriminala ttwae who 
meÍTed prínted docamenta from foreign parta, and eren fiom poínta of Amodca 
nde^l hj Spain, and declared tkat m Carnea» tkim woi hú oiMer wOl ar imm UU 
ki» ^wn f ThfJM gotenud Emparan ! 

And eren then Diaz oomplains of the extreme lenitj of hia go ie ma cnt of 
Venezuela, of hia careleanien and weaknesB I 

He without donbt contríboted by his injnatke towarda exuapentíat^ Iba 
minda ; and, baaing hii lecority on bis extreme teTmtj, he atimakled 'Iba 
aatiyes and nomerona Spaniards to depoee him fiom tbe commaBd. 

Etprít de Tcriige et d'eirear. 

De la chote funeste mTint^conrear. 



CHAPTER IV. 
1810. 

PBiLnrnrABín or 19rB apbil— Bmm or this dat — madauáoa covorus — fibst actb 

OF THB JDXTA SnPBIllA Of CABACAS — COMMI8UOXBS8 — BOUTAR QOB8 TO LONDOK — 
OOMBQUBXCB OF BI8 LABOBA — OBCBBB OF DON BOSCIO TO TBB OIDOB HBRBDIA — CONTRA- 
BBTOLCnON OF THB UNACBi — FATAL BTBNT8 AT QCITO ON THB 20 AD0Ü8T. 

havc now arriyed at the beginning of the year 1810 : dawn of glory as 
alflo of nnheaid of miafortones, aa some one haa aaid. 

Emparan ia the Osee of the Captain General of Venezuela, laat and unfortnnate 
relie of that aucceesion of Qoyemors which, beginning with Ambrosio de Al- 
finger, Alemán, and Jorge Spira, in 1528, ahould cloae with him. Worse than 
many of his predecefleora, he, without doubt, ia the moat unfortnnate, becauae 
he waa the last 

The months of January, February and March of that proyidential year were 
paaeed in anxietiea and auspiciona. Tho patriota could assemble, with the 
greatest precaution, only of nights, in the country, by plausible pretexta, at the 
houae of the Sefiora Juana Antonia Padrón, mother of the Montilla, a lady of 
high spirit, of amiab^e intercourse, and wide connectiona with society. They 
eren arranged to have feative partiea in celebration of their birthdays and 
other events of their ¿unilies, so as to be able to communicate under thia 
sppearance with more frequency and without danger, * 
— . — I 

* Among the datea which Señor Andrés Bello fnmiahed to Señor Amxmatéqul for 
hia biogmphy fomiahed in Chili, thero is one in relation to the epoch which I 
aketch, and which confirma the fact of these famUy meetings, in which ñienda 
eould communicate with more ease. In the date referred to, Bolívar is spoken of, 
only tranaiently. I thna copy with double purpose. It says : " It waa the cuatom 
"then at Caracas to conduce more to the pleasures of the table, to read literary 
" easays, by the means of which the poets subetituted the publishment which print- 
« ing would have íacilitated them if it had existed/' " It was during two of these 
''aumptuous repasts with which Simón Bolívar accustomed to feast his frienda, 
" where Don Andrés Bello read two long-winded translations of verse, viz : the fifth 
"book of the Eneid and the Zulina, a tragedy of Voltaire. The first pleaaed 
" exceedingly, particularly Bolívar, whoee vote in matters of taste was worthy of 
''esteem; but not thus the second, which was badly received, not becauae the 
" translation was defective, but for the small intrinsic valué of the work itself. 
" Bolívar crlticized Bello that he should have choeen this one among the reet of the 
"works of this same author, and Don Andrés, agreeing in the inferiority of the 
"Zulina, oonfessed to him that the reason of such a cholee was becauae the remain- 
" ing tragedles of Voltaire having been translated, and not having dared to compete 
"with the inteUigencea who had transferred them to our idiom." 

(81) 
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taincd. aad vhidí va» pUÉa^j vnncB ott ti» coantcBaBC» of bibt. becuae a 
tjnnt, aa 1 reiioabSed kú pcsaee^taoaft. Bolirar wat obG¿«d to retire to Ua 
o mnui -aefc: ¡a t2ie VaDer of T'bt, so a* to erade bdag haaiihfd bf oac wko 
had béíore bcea liíi fricad. T¿ Capttia Joaa Pablo Ayala aad hk brotihen 
noárfi orden to kave Canea» : tbe brothen Canbafiot wcre iaipriioiied it 
Xaracaíbo: C^pcaia Doa Díe^o Joloa. at Maigaríta: Floreacio FüacíoB. at Bar- 
odoaa. XotviEbitaadmz. the pstñots wcre detenaiaed to itrike a blow fiar 
redemptíon. crea xf it vocI4 cost their lirea. 

Tbe sacoHRS of the Imperial ana§ ia tbe Peaianla aiade h ootaia tbst dw 
ooaqiiKt aai fabaúaHoa of Spain wert inerítAble. Serilla had £ülai ¡ato the 
haadi of the Freach. The Joata Ceatlal had taken refiíige at Cadia; aad efA 
this place was scdEenas a temblé sMce bj Gcaenl Sfhaifiml AIl hopaa of 
MlratioB irere dxsappcariag: aad eTca the nnaor waa riirolated that Omíís had 
beca takea. thi» ooajectnre being baaed oa the fact that a tchooaer, **11ie 
Rosa,** had deared firom that port withont the aeceasarr dociuaeBt& Oa to 
imp(»taat aa occaáoe. the patriota. BoÜTar, Maitia TiTar, So}o. Bfaoica, Hob- 
tflla, Aaaola, Ribas. Diaa Casad'), aad othen. aasembled at ttiree o*clock ia ÚMt 
momia?, at the rendeace of the Dr. Doa José Aagd AJamo, aad there naohred 
the last mea^nra ^ 

Two days aateríor theie had arríred at La Gaajra, br the Spaaidí Xail, the 
fbnowing frentlemea, the Coont Don Carios Montoftr. aad thepott Captaia Doa 
Antonio Villayiccncio, commissioned to announce the installation of tbe OooiicO 
of the RegencT at Cádiz, wbich had sncceeded the Jonta Ceatrel ; aad alio, the 
flnt, to pacify the Eingdom of Quito, and the socond to a ñmilar mianoa 
ia New Granada. ThU paterr which flurtuat£9 in wuch a manner in the Aa. 
ta«v2a, said Bolirar, and doet nct $eetire it¿el/, inriU» tu tó ettMuh the JniUa 
{^ Caraca» and he gotemed hy aun^lte». These CommiBilonen arrived at 
Caracas the 18th of April (Holy Wedncsday), at 12 ic "Th^ were rar- 
ronnded and receiyed with open arms by MontilU^ Bolirar, Sojo, and their 
oompanions,** as saya Diaz, '^beeanse these Commissionera F^re natanDy 
seditions, and the most apph)príate to gire an impnlse to the rebellion. The 
Regency did not know these men.*' This is merely asperity. Boli^ar, Sojo 
and Montilla soirounded Yinavicencio and Montnfar not becanse these woe 
seditious characten (ridiculons pretentions), bat only with the idea of beii^ 
informed about the trae state of affaira in Spain, so as to act in accordanoe. 
The newB, in effect, finally decided tbem to proceed with rigor aad strike 
the blow Boon. 

On the morning of the lOth of April the Corporation assembled accoidiag 

* There were also at diflbrent hoors meetings at the honse of Don Valentin Bíbaa, 
and at thift of Don Manoel Diaz Casado, not only to agiee to the definitiTe ezeea- 
tion of the phm, as moch as to assore themselyes of the good fidth and firm deteti- 
mlnation of the battalian of militia of the valleys of Aragna» of which the Maiqaia 
del Toro was Colonel ; of some companies of the Grenadiers of the battaliona of 
militia commanded by the Spaniard Don Frandsoo Osorao, qnartered ontside the 
wallft of Caracas, and to which belonged the patriotie offloers Migoet Ustaris, Joaa 
Vicente Boliyar, Leander Palacios, Tranaris and othen. Theso foioes were tha 
baiM) of opentions; the wonhipfol Corpontion the iocos of this revolutioaaij 
eombination. 
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to ciistom, to aasist at the divine offices at the Cathedral to celébrate Holj 
Thnnday, and inyited tbe Goyemor, Emparan. Stilí more haughty and oyer- 
bearing as be was, iban watcbñil and on bis gnard, be appeared in tbe Conncil 
Han at tbe first cali. Tbere, wbilst tbey wero preparíng to set out, be was con- 
Teiwd witb on tbe state of tbe Peninsula, of tbe neccesity of establísbing at 
Yenesuela a gOTenunent of tbeir own wbicb would defend tbe conimon canse 
and preserve tbe legitímate rigbts of tbe Monarcb ; and even -witb nnpardon- 
mble careleasness tbe ñames of several persona were named wbo were to com- 
pose tbe futnre Junta. Tbe Govemor listcned qnietly to tbe proposal, bnt 
duding it, witb bangbtíness be observed tbat, after tbe divine offices be wonld 
talk ñirtber on tbis somewbat delicate subject. Saying tbis be put on bis bat 
and went oot of tbe bal! witb a determined air. 

Tbe revolutíonists }ooked at eacb otber astonisbed ; tbey foUowed Emparan 
mecbanically, foreseeing misfortones and persecutions. It was evidcnt tbat tha 
Captain-Generai would order tbeir imprisonment at tbe Gbnrcb, as be already 
knew several of tbe ñames. 

Witb more tban necessary politeness and aflability bad be been spoken to, 
bnt at the same time the wcnrd Junta bad been mentioned, wbicb was equiva- 
lent to despoiling bim of bis power. And most surely, sucb views were ill in 
accordance witb tbe pride and impatíent violence of Emparan. Tbe moment 
was solemn. 

Ck>nceiving tbemselves lost, the rovolntíonists bitterly accused tbemselves of 
l)eing too open and imprudently confiding ; and, altbongb tbey did not repent 
of their noble tbonghts, tbey imagined tbeir wisbes firustrated. 

The Cathedral was oppodte tbe Coundl Hall, in tbe middle of tbe Plaza ; 
on one side were drawn up tbe Guarda Perbaps Emparan would put bimself 
at the heod of these troops to overtbrow tbeir plans of revolutlon. Tbey all 

knew it What suspense I Tbey are troubled. Emparan passed. The 

tzoops saluted bim. At tbe door of tbe Cathedral was another guard of 

Grenadiers of tbe Queen's regiment New feors even more founded^ 

More time bad been allowed for reflection. 

What will bappen ? Panic was depicted in tbe countenances of tbe revo-- 
Intionists ; tbeir eyes were fized on Emparan as if awaiting some prodigy tbat 
wonld be dlsplayed by bis person 

As he was enteríng the temple, tbe intrepid patriot Don Francisco Salías took 
him by the arm, and, detaining bim, prayed bim to retum to the councfl-room,, 
as the pnblic good demanded it At tbis instant, the sergeant and grenadiers- 
of the guard prepared tbeir arma to punish sucb a daring attempt ; but the 
captain, Don Luiz Ponte, wbo commanded tbem, and wbo was ignorant of the- 
phms of tbe day, ordered tbem to retum tbeir arma, and was obeyed. On tbis,. 
the revolutíonists rcpeated tbe intimation of Salias : tbe populace was agitated 
and ignorant of what was occurríng, incieascd tbe confusión. Umparan, in 
the midst of all these scenes and confusions, bad said ñor done notbing, but- 
letoined to the coundl witb Salias. He plainly perceivcd tbe loss of bis power 
in these forenmners of bis ruin. On the way back tbe guard, wbo bad jost 
saluted him, now refused. Tbis drcumstance completed bis perturbatíon. 

When he re-entered the coundl-room he was no longer Govemor. 

He opposed no resistance whcn tbe formatíon of a Junta Suprema was pro- 
poaed to him by the Drs. Juan Germán Rosdo and Félix Sosa, and it did not 
even occur to him to lemaik tbat these two individuáis took seats in the coundl 
8 
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md spokd without any ríght not belonging to the body. Siidi wm lik per- 
plexity I 

New dangen, however, threatened the rerolation, md wat on fha polot of 
being defeated. The respect in which the mi^esty of the Spaiúih «ntlioiitkt 
was held, waa such, that, in B^ite of all, they wera aboat to name Empana 
as President of the Jonta. Alreody Roscio, even Roado, ao wary and pruátad, 
waa in tho act of wríting it off in thia aenae, when the man presented hímarif, 
who had bcen chosen by Providence to complete thÍB great deed of the lerolii- 
tion. This man waa the Dr. Don José Cortes Madariaga, a native of Chili, and 
deacon of the cathedral of Caracas. He was, at that moment, con&aaing, iHicn 

he was informcd by some one of what occnrred. The weakneaa of tiie 

manicipals inflamed him. 

He, on the instant, set out to the corporatíon-hoose, epteied, and took a aeat, 
calling himself a ^* depnty of the clergy/* and, in the presence of Empatan, fbr- 
dbly and eneigetically reprehended the unwary members who, with imheaid- 
of bliudness, were on the point of pl:icing themselTes and othcrs at the mercj 
of the Captain-General, and to sacrífíce forever the project of aorercignty, 
which they had begon to put into practice under such happy aospicea. 

Cortes was a man of a daring natnre, of a passionate and eneigetiG condition, 
naturally fluent, and when excited by períl or an obstacle, Belf-poMeoaed and 
thunderíng. Hb peroration terrífied Emparan, who began to reoorer from 
bis first surpríse. Madariaga depicted the true state of affiúra in the Penintnla, 
and cnforced the necessity of forming in Venezuela a self-gOTemmcDt ; and COB- 
cluded, demanding the deposition of the Goyemor as a measore of yital im- 
portance for the public weal. ** Yes,^' he said, with aparkling eyea, ^Idemamd 
it in the namp of justice and of the eountry ; in the name of our liiberty,^ 

The noble energy of this meritoríons American eodesiastic and his jnat appie- 
datíon of the valué of things and the moment, is one of the incidente of 
greatcst interest and attraction which were shown in the great panofama on 
thel9thof AprU, 1810. 

There was now no compromise in the situation of afiaira bronght abovt fagr 
the manly words of the Deacon of Chili Eithcr they would betray the mo?»- 
ment or break off with Emparan. This one recurrod to the people» jndglBg 
that be would find less severity from the populace than he had met with tmok 
the council ; and in a loud voicc, he asked thcm from the balcony whether thej 
were contentcd with his rule. Madariaga, meanwhile, knew too mnch to 
confide the result of so difficult a subjcct to the ignorance or fickleneaa of a 
populace, and remaining a little dístanco behinrl Emparan, he made signe to 
the people to say, No. Soreral of the porties intcrested then críed out, ^ No» no^ 
we do do want you ; we do not want you ;*' words which were taken op bj 
the people with more exprcssive clamor, and to which Emparan diaoooiaged 
answered^" Then I also do not want you." 

Thus ended this transcendental act forever memorable I 

Tho revolution was consummatcd by the daring of Sallas and the patiiotic 
adherence and the timely warmth of the Deacon Cortes de Madariaga. 

Good as well as cvil Uve in the minds of men. The history of Saliae and 
Madariaga is united to that of Emparan ; but these live in triumph, thia one 
ininfamyl 

The Junta of Caracas at first worked on the principie ** of the rigfat of 
self-goyemment by the provinces of America in de&ult of a general gorem- 
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menf^ The Corporatíon did not recognize the anthority of the Regency 
established at Cádiz, and announced that VeDczuela, " by ríght of her natural 
and poKtical righia, would proceed to the fonnation of a goveniment which 
wonld exerciae authoríty in the ñame and in representatíon of Ferdinand Vil.'' 

This agreement ia dated lOth April, 1810. Many of the population of South 
America imitated the examplo given by Caracas. Bogata formed her Juuta 
GubematiTa on the 20th of July; Chili the 18th Septembcr.* The reyolution 

forthe Indepcndenceof America had takenits first stepl Tlie acta 

with which our Junta inaugurated their existence and dedared it to the world, 
are remarkable. 

E mp a ran , Basadle and other autho^ities of the oíd rule, they expelled, 
embarking them .with due safety to the United States, paying their salaries, 
and presenting them with all they required for the expenses of their voyagc. 

To the Spanish residents they spoke in an exquisito proclamation, inforraing 
them that they should be trcated with the same affection and consideration as 
the Americana, as they were all brothers, cordially and sincerely unitcd by tbe 
same cause. 

To the Venezuelans they tendered an invitation to unión and firatemity to 
which mutual dutíes and interests impelled them. 

To the Americana of tha sereral sections of the continent they proclaimed 
their glórious revolution, saying to them : ** Venezuela has placed herself in the 
lanks of íree nations, and hastens to announce this íhct to her neighbors ; so 
that, if the diapositions of the New World are in accordanco with our views, 
they will contríbute to help her in tlie great and difficult career which she has 
undertaken, Virtue and moderation has bcen our motto ; fratemity^ vnion and 
gencronity should be yours, so that, by y our participation in the combination of 
these great principies, be produced the great work of raisino Ajcebica to the 

FOUnCAL DIOSITT WHICH BO RIGHTFULLY BELONGB TO HER." 

And by these means abolished the hateñil tribute of the Indians, freed from 
tiie ezdse tax all artides of first necessity, prohibited the introduction of élatery 
inte Venezuela, caused to be formed patríotic societies for the improvement of 
InduBtiy and agricultura, and organized the different branchea of public admi- 
niatration. 

Sodi waa the generous spirit which animated. the first revolution of South 
America— a rsTolution without bloodshed, without hatrcd or yengeance. 

Another of the cares of the Junta waa that of sending confidential commission- 
era to Coro, Harinas, Maracaibo, Barcelona, Margarita, Cumana y Guyana, so as to 
iDTite these proyinces into the Union. It also wrote to the Regency and sent 
enyoys to the AntiUes, to Santa Fé, to the United States of North America and 
Great Britain to make known the action of Costa Firme and to search for help 
and sympathica for the reyolution. The ConmiissionerB to His Britannic 
Majesty were the Breyet-Colonel Don Simón Boliyar, and the Commissary Don 

* In Buenoe Ayrea, more or less the soenes which happened wore the same as at 
Cáracaa. There the moyement took place the 2^ May» on which day the Don D. 
Juan José Castelli, a speciality singlar to our Madariaga, declared at an end the 
Spanish goyemmeat, illcgitimate the installation of the Regency, and dangerous 
to public llberty the Captain General D. Baltasar Hidalgo de Cisneros, whom they 
emharked in an English sloop. Buenos Ayres proclaimed the right of constituting 
a goyemment itself by its own laws, and by men bom in the country. 
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Luis López Mendes, and, as attaché, Don Andrea BeDo, Comminarj of War md 
Officcr in the Department of the SeCTetary of State of the Snpreoie Jmita. Thew 
sailed for London about the middle of June in the Brítish iloop of war ''Qena- 
ral Wellington," Captain Gkorgea, which was offered to the Jmita hj Adnánl 
Cochrane, commanding the Brítish Naval foroes of that departmenl llie 
resalta of theae commisdons were different The greater part of the p ru f lu cea 
which formed the Captiün Oeneralcy of Venezuela eaaily followed the ezmiplo 
which Caracaa had given ; but Ouyana, Coro and líaracaibo did not attend to 
the invitation, bnt rcmnined for a longer time alares to fimaticiam, and were 
opposed to it 

The Commisaioncr to Coro, Don José Antonio Anzolo, was lístened to wfth 
contempt, and refuaed with Lndignation, by the Brígadier^Seneral Don José 
Ceballoa, Goyemor of that province. 

The cmísaariea of peace and friendahip, Don Vicente Tejera, Don Di^go Jmo 
and Don Andrea Moreno, for Maracaibo, were detained at Ancón by the Gor- 
emor, Don Femando Miyares, without being permitted to enter the dty. Thej 
were aftcrwarda put into the Castillo of San Carloa, from whence thej i 
aent in a resael, under arrest, to Puerto Rico, where they were judged, and < 
demned as rebcLs. Don Salvador Melendez, Goyemor of Puerto Rico, i 
ately sepultured them in the snbtcrranean cells of the Mono, where tliey 
remained for six months ; and did leave their príaon only at the efficncioai 
solicitation of Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane. Don Mariano MontQla and 
Don Vicente Salías were better received at Cunu^ao, Jamaica, Barfoadoea and 
the other Antillea ; but Don J. R Revenga and F. Orea, Conmiisaionen to the 
United Statea, were not reccivcd so favorably, the Government m^wíim^ 
coolneaa and very little sympathy. Who would have believed it I 

The Deacon Cortea Madaríaga, Commiaaioner to Santa Fé, who, ftom iStm 
moment he left Caracas, had begun an apostolate of liberty, encountered aeTcnl 
obstadea on his way. At Merída he got into prcdicaments ; but, owing to Us 
resolute mind and to his intclligent expedienta in difficultieB, be managed to 
come out aafely.* 

Bolívar and López Méndez met a warm receptíon at London from th» 

* In a letter datad lOth February, 1811, from the hacienda de Estanques» In the 
joriadiction of Merida, and directed to Don Frandaco Berrio, Cortes wiote: " We 
" contlnued on our joumey without having met with any danger in the mldat of 
" the imponderable inconveniencoa and ríska through which wc have passed, wfakli 
'* we are atill left to auficr, and yon may believe it, that if I had not taken Üm 
** charge of the commission which I carry on, already would the devil have 
*' at the emandpation of Caracaa ; never will the province repay me the i 
" futiguee which I pasa through for her welfare. Tou will eateem it as auch, ealUng 
" on Roedo, and infonning yourself of the dispatches, &c Napoleón has conquered 
" by the meana of arma, and if I have not conquered with them, at least I haw 
*' opened the road to the championa who wiah to take advantoge of it from the peo- 
** pie by conatancy and fiory oration. I have aeen myaelf arrestad and exoommonl- 
*'cated by that oíd dotard Milanea {thU vas the Buhop o/ Aíeridn), but by presenoe of 
** mind I have triumphed over all bis attempta. Had it not been that the miaslon 
** would have been endangcrcd, tlüs aatrap would now be on hia way there, lidin^ 
'' on an asa ; he merits notliing elae, in company with Ids Socretary Talayera and 
•* other persona of hia troupe." Nothing diacovera ao fordbly the atrength of i 
and Intelligenoe of the IVacon Don Joe«'> Cortea Madariaga. 
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lUrquifl of Welledey, Minister of State and Foreign AffiÚTs, the most pleasing 
MsoranceB having been offered them by the aforenamed minister, hia son, Mr. 
WelIcBlej, member of Parliament, by Sir A. Cochrane and his Royal Higlineas 
the Duke of Gloacester. They confírmed them to that eñect, by their letters 
of the 2d and 4th August, 1810. But England was allied to Spain, and it was 
only po68¡ble for them to go so fíur as to authorize the Govemors of Britísh 
Antilles to help and assist with guch means as should be judged necessary to 
sastain the Oorenunenta of America, tohaUver they 9hould be^ against the 
intriguea and attacks fít>m the despot of France.* At the same time that 
BoÜTar was endearoring to procure favorable answers from the British Gov- 
emment to the propositions made by him and his worthy coUeague, he was 
ftlso writing, and cansed to be published in the Morning Chronicle^ articles 
against the decree of blockade issued by the Regency, demonstrating to all the 
tme character of the revolution of Venezuela. The letter published in the 
Morning ChronicUy the 5th September, from "A Spaiiiard in Cádiz to a Fríend 
in London," is wrítten by Bolirar. The contents treat of the decree of block- 
ade of Costa Firmo, ordered by the Spanish Gk>Yemment ; an injurious decree, 
wbich disagreeably sorprísed our Commissioners in London. 

Afterwards, considering that he would be of more use in his own country, 
he thought of retuming, leaving in London Sefior Méndez. Boliyar had tho 
pleasore to assist with all his power the Commisdoners sent by Buenos Ayres 
to solicit from England the fríendship and alliance of that powerfhl and liberal 
nstion. Spanish America, when she had broken the fetters which bound her 
to Spain, tumed her eyes to that people fíiendly to liberty; presented to them 
the occasion to giye to the worid a brilliant testimony of their loye of justice, 
and to ezerdse their powerful influence in faror of a weak and afilicted people. 

When, as has been seen, Hiyares insulted in the imprisonmcnt of Tejera, 
Jugo and Moreno by his arbitraríty, the rights of people, an auditor, Don 
Joeé Frandsoo Heredia, deputed by the Junta Central of Spain to the 
Suprema Court of Caracas, communicated to this GoTemment his desire of 
going there, with power íí-om the Captain-Gtoeral of Cuba to negotiate a recon- 
dliation with the Venezuelan authorities. Here, then, was an occasion for our 
GoTemment to display its noble manner of proceeding, and to shame Spain for 
her base oonduct Thus it was that Dr. Róselo answered Señor Heredia, 
indosing him a safé passport, iu this sense : ** Whilst our Commissioners have 
boen most grossly abused and insulted, from the Coro to the Castle of Lapara 
and the Mono of Puerto Rico, your worship shall, by the inclosed passport, be 
secoied a safe and inviolable possage fíom the same Coro to Caracas, by the 
Bacfed word of the worthy commander of our forces of the West, and under 
the inrulnerable shield of moderation and dccorum of all those who exist 
nnder the regeneratíng influences of the new systera, incapable of violating the 
sacred character of ambassador, which your worship now fílls.^' f 

It waa fortúnate to have this occasion of displaying itself ; and the Govern- 
ment accredited itself^ having properly taken advantagc of this singular stroke 
of fortune. 

* Circular directed by Lord Liverpool, Secretary of the Elnglish Colonies to the 
anthoritiea of the Antilles (8th Augost, 1810). 

f Decree of 26th September, 1810, inserted in the " Gaceta of Caracas/' and re- 
piodnoed in the " Diario poUtico of Santa Fe/' No. 27. 
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Such was the state of affain when tUe Janta wi» presented with a new and 
more sublime opportmiity to display its magnanimity and tbe modoation of 
its principies. Encouraged by the co-operatíon of Ceballoe and IGyareay and 
adyised by Dr. Don José Bernabé, Diaz of the College of Lawyen of Cancaa, 
Don Francisco and Don Manuel Oonzalez de Linares, Spaniajds, natírea of 
Santander, projected a reaction which should remore the powcr from American 
hands and re-establish the former rule. The plot was ripcned and waa abont 
to be put into efifect, when the confession of two oíBcers of the Queen*8 Regi- 
menté Don José Ruiz and Don Josó afires, who werc implicatedl, finatrated 
the attempt. The tríal was actually proceeded with ; it waa tranamitted to the 
judge on the 81st October, and sentence wiis rendcred shortly aflerwarda. The 
penalty of capital punishment was not ímposed upon any of them; they only 
suffercd that of being expcUed. The Junta did not deaire blood, lenient 
pcnalties l)eing considered sufficicnt to punish with. 

Tbis took place at Caracas. The conduct of the Junta waa pniwd by all, 
when the mail irom Santa Fé brought the unhappy news of tbe bloody tragedy 
which occurred at Quito. 

The most lively fcclings were cxpresscd when the official commnnication of 
the news was made known. 

The inhabitants wure mouming without waiting the order of the GoTem- 
.ment, iu demonstration of thcir profound sorrow for the slaugbter of the fint 
martyrs of libcrty. On all sides, cnergetic words of feeling, moumñil songa, 
were hcard ; terrible threats wcrc uttered against those who had atahied their 
hands with the innocent blood of the Quitonian patriota 

What happened at Quito I will des(*ribe in bríef terma. 

The brjTe Ecuatoriana participatcd in the same revolutíonary ideas, nnÍTensl 
in all Americ3^ and which will always be the symbol of oppressed nations ; and 
by reason of mere drcumstance it was reserved to them to make the first eflort 
at throwing ofif the yoke. A preliminary meeting had taken place the 2«lth 
Octobcr, 1808, at the plantation of Chillo, under the dircction of Don Joan 
Pío Montufar, Bfarquis of Selva Alegre ; and they agrced to form a Junta Sn* 
prema that should take charge of tbe destinies of the country. Thia pTojeet 
was kept sccret, although it was confidcd to the Rector of La Merced, Fnj 
José de Torresana ; and this was the evil, as the good Rector dÍTulged it (always 
in sccret) till it arríved to the eara of Don Francisco J. Manzanos, A a st a s o r» 
general of the Government. By the 9th Morch, 1809, the Marqula Don Joan da 
Dios Morales, former Secretary of the Presidency ; Don Manuel Quiroga, lawyer, 
and the Captains Juan Salinas and Nicoln^ Pefla were all imprisoned. NotÜng 
howevcr could be proved against them in the tría! ; and the procesa, althongh 
noisy, ended favorabiy. The conspirators rctumed to thcir bornes, and to 
prosecutc with redoubled vigor their patrlotic plans. On one aide they wcn 
encourdgcd by their success : on the other, by the sympathy with which they 
met among the pcople, and thus adviscd to lietter seaaon their plana, and alwmys 
to rely upon them. 

The ríngleaders of this prujcctcd rovolution, although cloaely watchcd by the 
autliorítics of Quito, pcrsevcred in thcir plans ; assembling at tbe bouse of tbe 
Señora Dona Manuela Cañizares, a lady of manly character, elcrated spiíit, 
and of ^reat influence, as much on account of her grace and beaaty, aa fi>r the 
charm and ease of her mannera. 

Towards the end of the month of July, 1809, the minds of all being ao exalted 
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thftt they were alieady degeneratíng into imprudence, caused the principal 
MithorB of the moyement to think that it was necessary to precipitate the end 
of the tmdertaking, so as not to ei:poBe the canse to misfortuno. 

The lOth August was the day fixed. 

Qn the night of the 9thy at a quarter past midnight, the conspii;^y took 
eflfect In consequence of which Don Manuel Urriz, Coont Ruiz de Castillo, 
President of Quito, his Assessor Manzanos, and the other magistrates and 
militaiy officers, were imprísoned. 

On the spot, a Junta with the title of Supreme was constituted. 

The patriots of Quito did not sp:ire any efforts in manifesting and declaring, 
by Inminous proclamations and speeches, that their revolution had no other 
object in view but that of saving those dominions, rescuing them firom the 
banda of treacherons and frenchified Europeans ; contesting at the same time 
the right of the Junta of Beyilla in appropríating to itself the authoríty of the 
King doríng his captivity. But it happened, in spito of theso sincere and 
gpontaneous expodtions, that the Govemors of Guayaquil, Ouenca and Pahayan, 
did not favor the moyement ; that the inhabitants of the capitular distríct of 
Fasto oonsidered it against their consciencc to declare themsclyes against the 
oíd man King de Castilla, notwithstanding his weakness and well-known hatred 
of the Amerícans; that the Viceroy of Santa Fé, D. Antonio Amar threatened 
the Junta that he would march to destroy them, if they did not lestore af&irs 
to their former state, and finally that the Spaniards contriyed to organize, with 
tlic co-operation of some of the natives, a contra rerolution in the country, 
aouth of Quito. Thus all seemed to work against the new edifice erected by 
tlie free Quitonians. 

In such an eracrgency, the president of the Junta (then D. Torcuato Guerrero) 
stipulated with Ruy de Castilla, to concede the presidency on conditíon that 
be should always preserve and maintain the Junta. The oíd Count agrced to 
this, giying his word of honor to keep it unchanged, and addcd that he could 
not even remember what had passed. But scarcely had he the power in his 
liands, when he dissolved the Junta, and iiifamously imprísoned in filthy cells 
flixty persons. Persecutions were actively begun, and the reinforcements of 
troops, which Ruiz de Castilla reccivcd from the Viceroys of Peni and New 
Granada, gaye him more courage to oppress those who had committed no other 
jGuilt thim that of wishing to be men, and i*) enjoy the dignity of such. The 
triáis were proceeded through with surprising actiyity ; the judge demanded 
the penalty of deatli against those tríed ; and confiscation and the cruelties ana 
injustice of the oíd man Uniez Count Ruiez de Castilla were such, that the 
Yiceroy of Santa Fé saw himsclf forced to take into his own hands the trial, 
fiom the claws of those tigers of unhappy Quito. 

The reader may then judge what were the enormities of the tríal I 

This interyention of the Viceroy of Santa ^é was ccnsured as beíng impolitic, 
and that it only encouraged traitors, taking írom them the fear of punish- 
nient. The trial was at last transmitted, as they could not do otherwise ; but 
then they imagined nighüy cabals to rescue the prisoners and prepare an- 
otber poÚtical explosión ; they affirmed disturbances that neyer ezisted, alarms, 

conspiracies and gaye orders that the prisoners should be murdered in 

cold blood on the announccment of the least attempt. 

The ordcr being once giyen, the execution was not long delayed. 

On the 2d of August, at half-past one o'clock, six unknown men, armcd with 
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kniTeB, canied a dutarbaiioe and tbote meriüible and innooent patrióla 

diained down in the moat obecure aad filthy dnngeona, were all aaaaMinatad 
withoat the least pity, in vioUition and atler oontempt for the moat aolemn 
pronÜBes ! Morales, Salinas, Ascásubi, Quiroga, the priest Rio Frió, and nomer- 
0118 othm were mordered in the most croel manner, and their bodies stripped 
nade and insolted by the Boldiers who bad execnted this bonible crlme.* The 
gOTemment of the mother coontry recompenaed with rank and diatinctlon thoae 

who had ordered and executed this infamóos atrodtj what honor 1 

^ To bestow' distinction on those who do well, is right,^' aa one of the wiaeai 
kings of Bpain said, " becaose justice is not only to prerent eyila, bat alao to 
dSstinguish action.** Bat alas I on this most soirowñil oocaaion, the ideaa mnd 
principies of ríght in antagonism, evil was recompenaed, honors bestowed on 
the executioner, and distinctions on those who had qocnched their raging thini 
with innocent American blood I Unhappy America, which in all caaes and by 
all means was always destined to be the victim. Bitter teare abe ahed, on be- 
holding her people cnt down by the sword ; witnessing the nnfortonate &te of 

ber best children, sacríficed in prísons. 

And even yet she was foiced to rejoice in the piiae confemd on her ezacift- 
tioneiB and aasasHÍni I 

* By the snggestions of Don Pedio CaUsto, an nnnatoimliaed American, the lii». 
lees bodies of Morales, Qoirogm, &c, were abont to be hong on the scaffbld. Sndi 
a harbarous measure, worthy of belng execnted by the Spanish authoritíea who in 
Qoito opened a long career of crime which they shoold haré to commit doiin^ the 
war for independence, was abandoned on the moumftd supplicationa of the ^^nhíip 
Coexo and his Provisor the Seftor Oaioedo. 
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i.BTm OF nn süFKn» jotctá to thb bboInct — its ■mera — iiÁifimTB o? thb jüiTTAfl 

OF CARACAS, ftANTA WÚ AXD QUITO — ABSDRD OICRIB OF TB« COSTU OF CADII — BCAV- 
DALOUa ACT OF DOlf lALTADOR MBLRNDU — RBTORN OF BOLÍVAR IX COMPANT WITH MI- 
MAX DA — BIOORAPBICAL SKBTCH OF TBI8 GBXBRAL — IB HADB DBPUTT TO COXORBSS— BOLI- 
TAR AXO BB FODXD TBB ** PATRIOTIO SOCIBTT " — ORATIOX OF BOLÍVAR IN TUI8 SOCIBTT, 
AXD BU LABOBS FOB THB DBCLARATIOK OP INDBPBKDBKCB — TBB COXGRBSIS 18 IKADGO- 
MATBDTHBtD HABCH — OPIXIOX OF THB OBPUTIB8 — BXBCUTITB POWBR — B8CAPB OF HOV- 
TBXBORO — OBCLARATIOX OP IXDBPBXDBKCB TBB 5tB JDLT, 1811 — BRIBF AK8WBE *0 TU 
CBABQBB HADB AQAIXBT THB FATBBB8 OF ODR LIBBRTT BY TORBXO AXD OTHBB8. 

r[£ newB of what bacl occarred at Caracas anlTed at Cádiz, whcn the Conn- 
cü of the Rcgency also received the letten of the Junta, which said to them 
thiat the Americana had followed the example given them by the Spaniaida, in 
tlioee difficnlt circmnatances, establiahing a provisional goYcmment, till the 
fimnation of another legitimate one for all the provinces of the kingdom ; d^ 
cUuring they would proportion to their brethfen in Enrope all the help in their 
powtsr, sustain them in the holy war in which they were now plunged; and con- 
daded in saying " that in Venezuela thone who deéjuaired of the we\fare and liberty 
af Spain would Jind there a home andfriende." 

This letter, conceiTed in a style proper to calm the minds, and to offer to the 
a£Bicted Spaniards the sweet impression of American fnendship and benevo- 
lenoe, enraged the Regency in an unspeakable manner, who answered the 
VitiHnftM and urbanity of the Jimta, by declaring the Venezuelana ineurgenUy 
friende of seandal and relíele, and ordercd that the ports of the traitorous proT- 
inoes be blockaded I The Señor Don Ensebio Bardaxi y Azara, Minister of 
State of the Regency was yery leng^thy in his qualification of our movement; 
and it may be nnderrtood that his qualificationH were not yery honorable. 
"The Venezuelans haye conunitted," he said, *^ the foolhardinea of declaring 
themaelyes independent, and creating a Junta to exercise a pretended authority : 
an evil as ecandalou» in its origin as in its progress ; an attempt whic^ it ia 
ssecessary to suppress in hatred of the ineurreetumiete, employing the necessary 
igutíeares to oppose the foolith idea of Caracas, which is caused by nothing else 
jb^t the immeasurable ambitúm of some of her inhdbitanU, ele, In this suppoei- 
^on, they declared the proyince of Caracas in a strict state of blockade,* leay- 
j^XMg the moment and the execution at the wiU of the Boyal Commissioner Don 

^ Order of the Slst Joly, 1810, commonicated to the Commandant of the Nayal 
n^rpAJtment at Cartagena, the Ist of the foUowing August. 

un 
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Antonio Igmcio de CortaburiA, who esUbliahed himaelf at Puerto Rico, wHh 
íhMt objcct in TÍew. * 

The 2M JaniLArr, 1909, the Regency, which receÍTed firom the ▲mericm 
prorinces peconiair itarinfaincf, offered generousUj and spontaneomly by tbcoi, 
docnsed a y*rf<ct dril fqwalUy bctween all the rabjects of Spún and the Indiea, 
ordeiÍDg tbat the ultramaríne proTinceé should have national repreaentation, of 
which ivpresentation we have already spoken. And in a memorable manifiBrt 
it said : ** From this moment. Hispano- Americana, yon are elevated to the dig- 
nity of freemen. You are no more those you were before— g^roaning beneatfa a 
yoke more galling when more distant from the centre#f power, and looked 

opon with ficorD, ruincd by en>7r and destroyed by ignorance!^t Wocda 

of sach terrible import that they do not need any comment t 

But that cítíI and politícal equality could be ill-brooked by the proad Caá- 
tillian ; and a decree idsued on the same day ia antagoniam to the " Manifeato^" 
neutnilized the repruentation of the Americana. ^ With the greateat aoom for 
onr importanee and the jastioe of our claima,^ spoke feelingly the general Coo- 
gr«B8 of VenezueU, '* when they coold not deny ua the shadow of a repreae&ta- 
tion, and Bubjected it to the despotic influence of ita agenta orer the corpoim- 
tiona, to whom waa reserred the election ; in Spain waa conceded even to fhe 
provincei» occu]>:ed by the French, and to tho Islanda of Canaríaa and Baliana, 
a representative f»r every 50,000 souls, elerted hy thefree tote of the peapU^ wImb 
in America a million was barely safficient to a right of having a repreaentatiTe 
named by the Viceroy or Captain General, subject to the approral of tliB 
Ayuntamiento/' X 

In the '* Reasons which New Granada put forth to reasBome the righta of 
sorereigDty" are foand these ideas : In Spain provincial Jontaa are cmted, «nd 
the Americana are depríved of thia ríght. The confratemity of the AmericaBa 
ia piviclaímed there ; but thia prAlamation ia equÍTOcal, and never doea tiw 
caae of an active repreaentation in the national afiairs present itaelfl The pmr- 
inces in Spain form frecly their. Juntas; in America it ia considered a criaM^ «a 
insurrection, the thouglit alone of creating Juntas ; and the prisons and daggoa 
are made ready for those who had uttered the word Juntas, The proTincet of 
Spain clected frecly thcir deputies to the Suprema Central, in America Üdi 
liberty ia límited and placed entirely into the handa of the Viceroya and Andi- 
tora. America ia an integral part of the nation ; and the Junta central ia dit- 
aoWed and the Council of the Regency ia inaugurated without evcn the conaent 
and without the vote of the American people I 

They have not judged ua aa men, aaid the Junta of Quito in ita ^ Maniferto," 
but aa Ix^aata of burthen dcatined to aupport the yoke which they ahould think 
proper to impoae on ua. We haye observed with the greateat fébling that tbtf 
Spaniah Europeana alwaya have had the moat inaulting diatniat for the Ajoaeri' 
cana. . And referring to the eventa of Spain in 1808, " When the Eorcqpeía 
Spaniah, in a moment of a tremcndoua criaia for the nation, ahould haré 
oommon cauae with the Americana reciprocally, to which we would haTB 

* The onlimited authority giren to Cortabarria, are In the Oider of the llth A:« 
guat, 1810. 

f Manifwto of the 14th Febroary, 1810, given at the lale of León. 

I Manifestó mado to the world by the Confederation of Venezuela the 80th Ja3 
1811. 
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prompt, tbey disdained to familiarize, to unite, displayed a ridicolous riyaliy ; 
md as if it was indecoroua, thinking themselves matsters, to deign to make their 
slaTea particípate in their troubles ; and in their nightly conventicles, decreed 
the fate of thia America, believing to preaerye authoríty. Each one of tbem is 
a spy, and the sweet ñame of secnríty has disappeared finom amongst us.'^* 

Bot eren the risible electíons of the Captain General should snbsist ; be- 
caiue the Cortes General and Extraordinary hasteued to annnl the decrce -which 
anthorized them. They who did not know how to corer orer, ñor dissimulate 
the hatred they entertained towards the children of this good America, pro- 
tested that the Colonies would haré moro representatíyes than the mothcr 
ooimtry ; that such a result was absurd and not to be thought of ; and conse- 
qnently decreed that all indiyidaals whose blood was of any other origín be- 
fides the Spanish and Indian, although they should be Americana, conid not 
be Toters, ñor be elected representatíves, ñor repreeented I f 

Acto of this natare, insulting to a whole world, coold not do less than fire 
-with reason the anger in the hearts of all the Americana; and the reyolution, 
nuTsed at the beginning by the orerbearings of a peninsular goyemment, was 
precipitated later on by despotísm and proyocations, and was rendered bloody 
hj the yiolences, the passions, and the cruelty of the European magistratee. 
'We haye already seen that Emparan was a pacha who goyemcd without law 
or moráis. Ceballos and Hiyares treated as enemies thoee embassadors of peace 
and fiiendship sent to them by the Junta of Caracas, and depreciating the 
Mcred character of their mission, sent them in chaina to the dungeons of Puerto 
Hoo ; Cortabarria, commissioned to effect the blockade of the coasts of Vene- 
xaela, gaye letters of marque, and fílled the seas of Costa Firme with piratea and 
ÍIHbustcrB ; X the agenta of the Koyal Commisdoner prometed wars and insur- 
rections in the interior of Venezuela, the royalists of Gnayana sacked and 
bnrned the town of Cábmtica ; the Catalana took by forcé the fortress of San 
Antonio; at Camani, and eyen the missionaries, apostlea of charity, now obedi- 
ient instrumento of the oppressors of America, exdted the insurrectíon at Mata* 
xin and other points. 

The character of affiíirs was too seríous, and the impolitíc conduct of the 
royolisto seryed only to increase the number of those whó asked for indepen- 
doice. There was no kind of abuse and shameñü acto which the agento of 
I3ie Regency did not oommit ; and it would haye been said that they had a 
ton dcsire of irritating the minds of the Yenesuelans, and launch them into 
the most bitter enmity. 

Amongst seyeral remarkable eyento during that time of perturbation and 
ddirínm, one should not be passed oyer in silence which indignated in a great 
measure á>ar reyolutionisto. Don Salyador Melendez, Goycmor and Captain- 
Qeneral of Puerto Rico, appropriated to himself more than <me hundred thaU" 
mnd doUari from the public treasury of Caracas, which had been embarked for 
the purpose of buying arms and military goods in London, under Insurance 
ftom the city ; and to complete the insult he said, that in no other part should 

* Bíanifesto of the Junto of Quito, the lOth of August, 1809. 

f Decree of 9th Fehruary, 1811. 

X Among others were the celebrated Don Juan Gabasso, Captoin of the Corsair, 
^^ Carnalidad,** equSpped at Santo Domingo, and Don Manuel Espino, commander of 
^e echooner "Oometa,*' who did not spare our coasts. 
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or conld the money be more Becure Iban in Wb own bandi, H being p o Mih i n 
ibat England would appropmtc it, not recognidiig our rerolation ; and finally, 
tbat be shonld give an aocount of it wben Puerto Rico ahoald aabdoe Yen»- 
zuela, or elsc wben tbis one sbculd retum to tbe obedienoe of fipain. 

Bucb acts of rapadt y, committed witb insolence by aa offioer of aupetkv 
grade, by an autboríty wbicb enjoyed tbe confidence of tha Begency and tfie 
rulcTB in Cádiz, wbo did not pay any attention to bii ezoeaiea, diina tbe good 
conception wbicb tbe upbolders of Spar.isb loyalty baTe alwaya endetTond 
tomerit 

Notwitbstanding bo mucb abase, of so mucb ingratitade and bad midcr- 
atanding, Venezuela remained fíriu in ber determination of not flinchiiig from 
tbe principies wbicb sbe bad pn>p<t8ed to berself aa tbe patb of ber conduct. 

The sublime act of ber national representation waa declared in tbe ñame of 
Ferdinand Vil. ; under bis autboríty tbey supported tbo acta of a goreniment 
wbicb did not now bave any necessity firom any ntber source than fiom fhe 
people ; by tbe Spanisb laws was tbe conspiracy of linarea judged, and If 
tbey were inínnged upon, it was only witb tbe purpoee of paidoning the 
gnilty parties tbeir lires, and to not stain witb blood tbe firat daya of our iwo- 
lutíon ; mingling finally tbe bands of fratemity and tbe sweet ñame of ma 
country, it was procured to enlightcn and persuade tbe commandcn of Com 
and Maracaibo wbo kept away firom our communion, our bretbren of the WeiL 
It appeared tbat notbing more was needed to make tbe reconciliatiim witti 
Spain, or for the absoluto separation of America fiíom tbat sy^tem of conduct 
and generosity as ruinous and unfortunate as it was scomed, and badly 
ponded ; notwitbstanding Venezuela wished to pause awbile so that the 
evident justice and tbe most urgen t necessity Icft no other better isaue thaa 
tbat of indcpendence. 

Aílcr remeniberíng tbe horrible scenes of Quito, to deplore and not to i«- 
Tonge tbem ; after having seen berself supported by tbe uniformity of the 8Gnti> 
ments of Buenos Ayres, Santa Fé, La Florida, México, Guatemala and Chili ; 
after having obtained an indircct guarantee from England, and having joined 
to ber cause Barcelona, Herida and Tn;úíll<> t ^^^ baying seen her piinciplea 
triumphant íxom tbe Orinoco Riyer to tbe Magdalena, abe still suflfered onhoped 

fbr and violent oflfenscs. Having done nothing elae beaidea imitating 

tbe proTinces of Spain, ñor having bad in sucb conduct, any otber designa 
tban tbose inspircd by the supreme laws of necessity so as not to be plimged 
in an uncertain fate, we are called rd/eU and unnatural ; our porta were block- 
aded ; tbe excesses of Melcndez were approved of and eren praised ; he wai 
authorized to or more, as is demonstrated by tbe order of 4tb of September, 
1810, unlieard of for its monstrosity, eren amongst tbe Pachas of (]!onitaB- 
tinople and Hindostán.* The Venezuelans tben recognized tbat any agreemcnt 
witb the Spaniards was impo88Í))le, and that tbey should prooeed to dedan 
tbemselves indcpcndent witliout any delay. 

The Colonel Don Simón Boliyar bad retumed from bia misrion to Liadon 
the 5tb Deccmber, 1810, bringíng in bis company the Genenl Don Frandaoo 
Miranda, wbosc bistory we already partly know. 

Miranda, wbom liberty should find in tbe ranks of ber defenderá in 
zuela, lived in London, retired, awaiting tbe opportunity to serré hia coonl 



* Manifestó made to the world by tho Confederation of Venesocla. 
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witíi more bappy ranilt Althoogh the Commisdonen sent by the Junta had 
fMiticiilar instrnctíons not to have anything to do with that Qeneral, Bolívar 
did not scniple to confer with him ; and eren to invite him to come to Yene- 
suela, where he could lend his coimtry Bervices of importance for the cause of 
tfae liberty of the poople. The future Liberator who never felt the miseries of 
cnvy, thonght the aame as many, that his íamed coimtryman was the man who 
waa required by the revolution, " and for that reason brought him along as a 
Taloable acquisition, gave him hospitality in his own house, and contríbuted 
above all others to spread and strengthen his influence, candidly praiaing bis 
merit and virtuea." 

IGranda was very well reoeived by the people. Bom at Caracas, he was 
worthy of the love and respect of the Yenezuelans, having been conspicuous in 
Eoiope. While Costa Firme was still indebted to him for recent and very gener- 
óos efforts. He entered alongside of Bolívar, which unión increased his popu- 
laríty. *' I saw him enter," writes Don José Domingo Diaz, ** in triumph re- 
oeived as a gift from Heaven, and the hopes of most of the demagogues were 
based on him." 

Miranda was advancod in age when he arríved at Caracas, as he counted 
flfty-four winters of migestic aspect, a gravé physiognomy, a quick and pene- 
tnting eyeaight There was in him a something more imposing than his years, 
mnd a certain superiority which commanded respect A man of study and re- 
flection, sober-minded, truthful, sometimes tacitum, he sustained the republican 
principies with a species of concise, irresistible argumentation. He could have 
dono, and in effect he did, much for the final emancipation of Venezuela. He 
was held by the young men as an oracle ; the müitary men looked upon him 
as a man of great heart, an#)fficer fuU of scionco and ezperíence, bred from his 
childhood to the science of arms, and aU as the only one capable of directing 
tbe afiairs of the govemment * The Jimta conferred on him the rank and 
8&lary of Lieutenant-General of the provinces. In those days the Electoral col- 
1^^ were assembling, from which the representatives were to be elected to the 
Ckmgress of Venezuela. That of Caracas allow me, to mention it on passing, 
uraa theflnt corporation that in South America put in praetice thó prineiple$ of 
a popular representativo govemment,f Miranda was elected Depnty to the 
Cofngress by the Pao of Barcelona. 

* Torrente, speaking of the rebel Don Francisco Miranda, describes him as follows : 
" Thifl noisy personage, endowed with a turhulent genius, and an extraoidinary 
" fane of mind, of onequaled hravery, of great tenacity and constancy in undertak- 
"faigs, of no common military and political talents, was received in his coontry 
''with puhlic testimonies of satisfaction and confidence. This was the chief which 
"the opinión of the revolutionists designed as being the most appropriate to direct 
"ihe destinies of that coontry." **The mott ambilioui, notwithttanding, immediatdy 
** hegan to canMÚler him a$ a dangerou» peraon who wnild íitwrpfrom them thi gloriout tri- 
**mi^)h* and high potUiom which íhey were alreadg e^tjoying** 

These last eonceptions indoee an unheaid of malignity. AOranda had just ar- 

jived and had received from all ovatíons of esteem and consideration. The writer 

^aserts, everywhere there was only a respectñü deference ; considering that the 

jpfTooh oí high respect which General Miranda kept receiving from all persona and 

i*lsk0se8 of Bodety, eontradict his calomnious invention. 

f " The capital of the provinces of Venezuela Caracas, " writes Torrente," has been 
^lie prhicipa] hotbed of the American insurrection. Her vlvifying dimate hsa^vy 
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The solemn moment wm approacliing honrly for Yeneniela to TÍew rranitod 
the popular sMembly which shonld decide the destínies of tbe ounntrf, and 
pioclaiin to the hce of the world that the natíon waa comtituted firee and aor- 
ereign. Congreas opened ita scflsionB the 2d March. Daj of joj and patriolic 
ardor I Happy day in which all was hope, light, remedj and liberty ! 

Who did not peiceive the day of redcmption from ilavary near, — tiie trinnqph 
of our rigbts ? 

There were to be counted in the bosom cf that repreaentation, the fiíat which 
inatalled itsclf on the second half the Continent after ita conqueat, fortj-foor 
deputies, corresponding to the proTinccs of Barcelona, Barinaai Caracaa, Cn- 
maná, Margarita, Merida, and Tnyillo. Among them all Miranda waa moat 
prominent, as we already know. Roscio, who wrote the Act of the IMl 
Apríl, a lawyer of meríted renown, unassuming, aober, of a grave character, 
honest, and so constant to bosiness, that he seemed to find repnae in it. Fraa- 
cisco Javier Yánez, a substantial man, full of love and zeal for the indepen- 
dcncc, weil versed in our history ; and if not vcry fertile in debate, enefgelic 
and fírm in his principies, loyal to all proofs, constant defender of jnstioe and 
truth. Lawyers like unto this one, werc Felipe Fermin Paul, brílliant in élo- 
quencc, and Antonio Nicolás Bríceno, a man of strong resolation, and who 
never allowcd himself to be embarrassed by anything; a repubKcan to the 
heart, active, disintercsted, of upríght judgment, but quick to reaent, and to 
spoil by violent exaltation the credits of mildnesa. There also occapied leata 
in the Assembly the Marquis del Toro, a person of mcrited respect, aa llbenl 
and ingenuous as he was qiuet, distinguished without príde, fiímiliar withoot 
desccnding too low ; Lino Clemente, an educated and sincere officer, more pra- 
dent than suspicious ; José Ángel Álamo, of a quicf mind and sharp judgment, 
inclined to epigrains and singularíties and eccentrícities, but deep eren ia 
frivolity and wit ; Francisco Javier Ustaríz, a young man of leaming, whoae 
understanding threw forth light like the eyes of the lynx, poasessing the greot 
advantage of a good conception and a better discoorse ; Martin Tovar, a tjpe 
of honesty and philanthropy, purífíed by a sincere love for his country ; a man 
void of academical studics, but free from all haughtinees and príde, and with no 

dnced the moet political and darinír men, the moet enterprislng and energetic, tha 
most vicious and intrígaing, and the most distinguished for preooclous develop- 
ment of tlieir intellectnal facultics. The liveliness of these natnrea competes witíi 
its volaptuosity, genius with cunning, dissimulation with craft, the strength of the 
pon with the prcciseness of the conceptions. The stimolus íbr glory with amUtkn^ 
íbr command anil sagacity with malice. With snch elementa it is not atrange thai 
this cr)untry should have been the most noted in the annals of modem revolntina." 
Without wishing to do so, or even pretending to, the inlmlcal wiiter Jnstifiei 
our rovolution for Independenre ; for it is evident that men bom with anch gifti 
which he acknowledges, could not suffer slavery. Those niimnlwfor phri/, that am- 
bition for command, which is most noble when it Is preservad to throw the íbreiga 
yokc, dÍBcover the sentiment of solf-sovereignty, the consclousnesa of the dignity of 
man and the power of retnming to nature its ríghts, to reason and liberty ita taor 
pin?. Tliat prerftrioují drvflopnif^nt of thc intelloctual faculties oould not tolérate that 
Spnin, Hubdned bv the Frrnch a^cression, should STILL remain mistresa of Ameiien» 
ñor tbnt a handful of Spaniards n^luced to the moet pressing extremity in Gadli 
should dictate laws to a whole world. If we had not done what we did, we y 
not have wrenched from the enemy himself this confeaaion of oor intelligenea 
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other aspiration tluui to bestow.good with an open hañd ; Joan Antonio Rod- 
liguez, Domínguez, dmple in his mannere, of a balaaced and diflinterested 
mind, qoiet, and a loTer of the laws ; tbe Dr. Ramón Ignacio Méndez, a leamed 
dagyman, of an anatere and fortified spirít ; afterwarda aelected, as was Aaron, 
fiom the pastares foUowing the tracks of hjb flock, to be appointed head of 
larael ; a ferrent patriot, an incomparable writer, omament of the Veneznelan 
clergy. 

The first act of Congrees after having appointed its ministers, was that of 
naming three individuáis who should exercise the Executive Power, and a 
Coundl of State, which shonld gire a consultive rote on the matters which 
■hould be asked of them. The three citizens who meríted the nomination to 
folfill the execatiye ñmctions were. Bal tazar Padrón, a distinguished juriscon- 
0olt; Jnan Escalona, an officer of noted merits; and Cristóbal Mendoza, a 
lawyer, eleyated of spirit, capable of yast ideas, patriotic imto cnthnsiasm. He 
was possessed of nothing but his own self, and that was not a little. 

For snpplents, Messrs. Manuel Moreno de Mendoza, Mauricio Ayala, and the 
Dr. Andrés Narrarte. 

With the election of the individuáis who should compose the Executire 
Power, was established the easay of a self-govermnent, the first that, until then, 
had been seen in America. 

We should confesé, to be just, that a great progresa had been made, and that 
Bmparan and the affiürs preñous to the 19th of April, and even the same 
tliat followed that day, were now at a respectñil distance. Haying recognized 
tbe principies of popular sovereignty, a power firom which emanate the rest 
mnd which pre-exists before all, the election had been carried through ; Congress 
was assembled ; the light of association frocly piacticed ; thé press, which realizes 
the rule of intelligence and reason, restored to its ordinary íunctions, seconded 
the cfforts of the popular orators, and inculcated the principies of a representa- 
uve gOYemment, and of political, civil and rellgious liberty ; the exercise of 
flovercign authority was divided into three powers. 

Much, in fact, had been done in the midst of the inexperience which presented 
itseif, ^ wavering and obscuring the road to emancipation.'* And what waa 
wmntingto proclaim the independence a fact and right, and which vain fears and 
ma ezoessive prudcnce wished yet to delay ? All spoke in favor of this solemn 
flbct; all conspired towards it; we should be independent ; and, as the Dr. 
IGguel Pefia said : ** If it was neccssary to die in sustaining the sacred rights 
^of the country, Venezuela, like unto another Saguntium, would give to future 
^ generations a sublime example of constancy, of virtue and of heroism.'' 

There was established in the Capital a society under the title of " Patriotic 

" Society ;" a numeroua club, a sort of " Montagne," where opinión was fer- 

mented to nurse its projects and send forth its argumenta. General Miranda and 

Colonel Bolívar were its promoters and first directors. These sessions were 

public and at night, and at them they declaimed against the tyranny of the 

Ck>vemment of the Metrópolis, recalling " the cmelties of the Belzares, the 

**monopoly of the Guipuzcoan Company, the versality of the Peninsular autho- 

^rities, the despotism of Vasconcelos hud Emparan, indicating as the only 

"remedy the example of the patriota of North America." 

To give an idea of the influence which the ^' Patriotic Society" obtained in 
% gruye and transcendental question of Independence, the energetic and elo- 
^oent speedi which follows, wiU be read, of the Colonel Simón Bolívar^ in mo- 
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tiy6 of the propofdtion made, that a Committee shonld pretent to CongRa the 
roasona exprcaaed in the Society in support of the declaimtion of the ahadnta 
independence of Yenezuda. 

Those who, in the bosom of the Congreeis did not reoognixo the examplea oi 
the French Revolution, were bitter enemica of the ^ Patriotic Society,^ deciar- 
ing that it was another Congreas " withont powoa,*' and which woald only 
bring forth schism and discord. To them Bolívar spoke when he eaid : 

" It Í8 not that there are two Congressea. IIow can thoae who beat kiunr 
" the necesdty of unión foment schÍBm ? What we desire is, that unión be 
^ efiectÍYe, and to anímate ua to the gloríoas undertaking of onr liberty. To 
^ imite ourBelyes, to sleep and repose in the arma of apathy yesterday, waa a 
^ disgrace— to-day it is a treason. In the National Congreas ia diacoased what 
^ ahould be decided. And what do they say ? That we ahould commenoe bj a 
^ confederation, as if we were not confederated againat foreign tyranny ; tihal 
" we ahould await the resulta of the policy of Spidn. What is it to na that 
" Spain aells her alavés to Bonaporte, or preaenres them, if we are detemuned to 
" be free ? These doubts are the sorrowful results of our former chaina —thot 
" Tast projects should be prepared calmly. Are not three hundred yean of 
«<calm Bufficient? Are three hundrcd more needed? The Patriotic Junta 
" respecta, as it should, the Congress of the nation ; but the Congreaa áhonld 
^ listen to the Patriotic Junta, the focus of enlightenment and reyolutionarj in- 
" terests. Let us place without fear the foundation-stone of Boath AmcricMi 
" liberty. To waver is to fádl. 

'* I propose that a Committee from thia body cany these aentímenta to íhB 
" Sovereign Congress." 

The motion of Bolívar was approved by the Society, and, conaeqnently, it 
directed to Congress an exposition written by the Dr. Miguel Pena, which «aa 
read the 4th July, eve of the memorable day. 

The labora of Bolívar were not only confíned to the " Patriotic Society ;" on 
all fddes hís influence was felt Ilis distinguished mannera, his yonth, Ui 
knowledge, pcrfectioned in so many travels, captivated for him numerooa ijiii- 
pathies in the advantageous position occupied by hia íamily ; and all his deán 
was to take advantage of them for the aervice of hia country. Attentive to te 
march of events, and preoccupied by one object only, by one thongfat| ti» 
Independence of Venezuela, he loat not a moment ñor an opportunity to cany 
it to an end. 

In the domeatic as well as the public, in the expansión of friendship, in the 
midst of the cxtensive circles in which tho new pOlicy was forming and root- 
ing itaelf, in all parta and in all mannera he labored, apeaking, peraaadiii^ 
debating, with that impatience so peculiar to hia chamcter, enconraging, ani- 
matíng by the natural efficacy of hia expreaaion.* 

* In auch a manner was the idea of independence fixed in the aoul of Bolivar, 
that when he went to England on commiasion by the Junta Suprema with BeDo 
and López Méndez, he directed a brilliant discourse Sn French which he spoke fla- 
ently, to Miniater Wellesley, and in which he broached on the subject of "inda» 
pendcnce ;" a dclicate aflSilr which was not included in his inatructions, ñor of 
which as yet thoy had not thought poeitivcly. The familiaríty and little etiqoatta 
with which the minister received them in his prívate reeidence at Aapley Hoan^ 
(the Commiaslonen were not received in the ante<;hamberB of the Bfiniatiy,) a 
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Bofirar did not ftllow himaelf m moment of repose. In the first clections, in 
tk» dectonl oolkge, in those acta of novelty, astonisbing to the ancient Spaniah 
colooy in which was so neocasary the support of thought, of yoice and of direc- 
ta!, be^ in^ired bj the aacred flame, did not pardon any diligence or means ; 
he WM ererywhere finn in his hope of seeing his country free. Souls of this 
■Kal ouiDot remain inactiye on extreme and important occasions. Apostle of 
Acfty ! Bc^rar was the first who coarageously threw off the yoke of American 
ásfoy. AloDg with him were the Toros, Ayahis, Montillas, Ustariz, Miranda 
■kí odier memben of the fiuniües hañng most wcalth and occapying the first 
aak íb Carscaa ; a privileged group who had the inspiration of tríumph or the 
•oble hope of martyrdom. And all whom the best ñilfilled the sublime 
rak of patriotísm, showing themsclyes strong of heart and head, perseycring 
má iayiiirible. 

Tht ftaatic adyersaríes of Boliyar, who knew how to hate hím without 
kaoviog hia hlstory, say that he took no part dther on the 19th of Apríl or 
tbe 5th uf Joly. 

*I sBe,** wrítes Dncoadray-Holstein, one of the most zealons detractois of the 
libaator, ^ I aee in the liat which was made on the 19th Apríl, amongst some 
"ef the ñames dear to the friends of libcrty, those of Miranda, Gual, that of tho 

'líiyor EspaAa, Narifio, 2Sea; bnt in yain do you seek the ñame of 

' Boliyar. On the memorable day o£ the 19th, when Emparan was depoeed, the 
"Imds of the moyement were Toyar, Salías, Montillas, José Félix Ribas and 
'olhcn; Bi^yar took no part in this great eyent. Reüred on his farm, he 
^leñaed all the aolicttatíons of his cousin, José Félix Ribas, who begged him 

*to enme and terye the canse of his country On his retum from Lon- 

*don be reCamed anew to his fiírm, without wishing to take any part in the 
*piblie aíEúfi.'» 

JLwt tfaan little indolgent, Coloncl Dncoudray was egregiously ignorant, and 
^ not eyen know how to dissimulate the resentment he ignobly harbored 
IpÍMt BoByar. Amongst many artful lies which are enclosed in his book 
barbea did laating hatred and passions speak the truth I) were those dcnying to< 

bofiyarlntelligence, brayery, forcsight, loyalty, all ; supposing him tobo- 

n»7, without reflection, always defeated by the Spaniards, indiscreet, adyen- 
tar whhoat merita or fortune ; he also ignores the actiye part he took in the 
mvhtíüBaiy projecta. How can Colonel Ducoudray, thcn, explain the froe- 
^mt of Colombia and Pem ; and the undeniable fact that they aro no longer 

Spabb f He wrote without any care his badly-yersed history ; and as 

he «9ved in abondance nntruths and calumnies, he has reaped no othcr crop 
ibn opprobriom and maledictions. 

( Let na drop him here, little fnendly to truth and its gravo obligations, tingcd 
visb tbe Qgly shadea of malignity and falschood, to follow up the chain of 
I iatrrropted when we were about to relate the act of the declaration of 



I An inddcnt, onezpecled and only proper to alarm, as it harl no conscqucnces, 
«■c lo wann the fienror of the enthnsiastic opinions of the moment, precipl- 



UfBT tbe Uberty to speak of a subject re^rding which he had no instructions, 
naeb In oontradictlon with the exig(»ncles of the Junta. The minister 
\ attnitlon to It ; and Boliyar repHed, that he exprosscd an idea of his own» 
t bipe «bkb In tbe oidor of thlngs woold not be long delajcd in its realisation. 
4 
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tating ihe eventa. The CapUin Don Feliciano Montenegro, who had amTed 
from Cádiz with documenta from the deputies sapplenta in the Spaniíh Coila 
fbr the proyince of Venezuela, and who, once in Caracas, joined his íate to 
that of hid tellow-citizcns, offering his flervices to the Jonta Suprema, was 
named chíef officer of the department of the Secretary of war. The condnct 
of Montenegro was praised as an act of patríotism ; and to his pnidence aad 
knowledge importaat military secreta wcre confided ; but suddenly, and with- 
out the least cause, Montenegro cdcapcd (29th July), taking along with him 
documenta of intercst^ ¡mportant statistics, correspondence etc^ going orer to 
join the enemies of the country. Censurable conduct, to aaj the least, which 
impresaed on Montenegro decp stains, difficult to diasimulate, and that witíHMfc 
any important reault for Spain, only acrrcd to the opprobríum and depreciatka 
of his pcraon I 

Thís cyadon occasioned just and extraordinary alarm, it being already imnoRd 
(and it waa true), that conspiracies were on foot agaínst the new syetem whidí 
Venezuela had adoptcd. 

With all this, there rcmaincd no doubt that the moment waa conyenient to 
launch forth the cry of indepcndcnce ; even the most timid aeemed determinad; 
and, as the worst cvil waa that átate of uncertainty and unquietnesa, the Prendcnt 
of the Congress, Don Juan Antonio Rodríguez Domínguez, deputy from Nutrias, 
made in a cle&r and imposing yoice the motion : " that, haying'arriycd at the mo- 
ment most opportune to treat of the question of absolute independence, it ahoiild 
be discuBscd immediatcly." Many deputies supported the motion: the tribunetand 
galleries resounded with applauses ; and the debate began, being distingoiBhed 
in the disciission Miranda, Yanca, Roscio, Peñalyer, and Domínguez himselíl Tlie 
Congress niet again that day and deliberatcd in the yast chapel of the Uniyenity. 

It waa tlic 5th of July, 1811, the happy and memorable day in whicli was míe- 
tioned at Caracas the independence of Venezuela, the meml>crs of Congma i 
ing the famous act which contains the motives of the event, and the 
declaration of being in the future, by iact and by ríght, a nathnfree^ 
and intUjiendent, with full powcr to give itsolf the form of goyemment whM 
should 1>e the uniyersal wish of its people ; to declare war, and to make peMe^ 
form alliances, arrange treatics, and to do and ezecute all such acta whidí ave 
done and executcd by the free nationa on the theatre of the Orb. 

The deputy from Grita, Dr. Don Manuel Vicente Maya, a príest, Tigorooaiy 
declined his vote, saying that he had no faculty.for auch a resolutíon. 

Following is found the fact to which I alludc ; prccious document which ahcNdd 
be preecrved in the annala of the history of American Emancipation. 

ACT OF INDEPENDENCE. 

In the ñame of the all-powcrful God, 

We, the Repreaentatiyea of the Un¡te<l Provinces of CViroeai, Cumawi, Varinm 
MargariViy B ircelma^ Merida and TruxillOj ffirming the American Coníederitkn 
of Venezuela, in the South Continente in ConsrTcss as8emble<l, considering theítaD 
and absolute poasession of our Rights, which we recovert-d jnstly and l^^aDy? 
from the lOth of April, 1810, in consequence of the occurrencea in Bayona, añfl 
the occupation of the Spanish throne by conquest, and the succesaion of a oev 
dynasty, constituted without our consent— are desirous, before we make vm of 
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tiiose Bights, of whicli we haré beon deprived by forcé for more than three Hges, 
bnt now restored to ns by the polltical order of bnmaii erents, to make known 
to the world the reasons that have emanated from these same occurrences, and 
which authorifle os to the free use we are about to make of oar sorereignty. 

We do not wish, nererthelef», to begin by alicg^ng the rights, inherit ia every 
conquered country, to rocovcr its state of propcrty and independcnce ; we gener- 
OQsly forget the long series of ills, injuries and priyations, which the sad ríght 
of conqnest has indistinctly caosed to all the desccndents of the discoTcrcr?. con- 
qnerors and settlers of these conntríes, planged into a worsc state by the rery 
same cause that onght to haye fayorcd them ; and, drawing a yeil oyer the thrce 
handred years of Spanish dominión in America, we will now only present to 
vScw the anthentic and wcll-known facts which ought to have wrestcd froin one 
world the ríght oyer the other, by the inycrsion, disorder and conquest that hayo 
alieady dissolyed the Spanish natíon. 

This disorder has increased the ills of America, by renderíng yoid its claims 
and remonstrances, enabling the goyemors of Spain to insnlt and oppress this 
part of the nation, thns leaying it without the succor and guarantee of the laws. 

It is contraiy to order, impossible to the goyemment of Spain, and fatal to 
the wclfare of America, that the latter, posscssed of a range of country infinjtely 
naore ertensiye, and a population incomparably moro numeróos, should dcpcnd 
and be subject to a peninsular comer of the European continent 

The cessions and abdications at Bayonna, the rcvolutíons of the Escurial and 
▲tvijuez, and the orders of the roya! substituto, the Duke of Berg, scnt to 
America, suffice to giye yirtuc to the rights which, till then, the Americaxis had 
sacrífíced to the unity and integrity of the Spanish nation. 

Venezuela was the first to acknowledge, and generously to preserye, this in- 
tegrity ; not to hbandon the cause of its brothcrs, as long as the same rctained 
the least hope of salyation. 

America was called into a new existence ; since, she could and ought to take 
vpnn hersélf the charge of hcr own fate and preseryation ; as Spain might 
acknowledge, or not, the rights of a king who had preferred his own existence 
to the dignity of the natíon oyer which he goyemed. 

Al! the Bourbons concurred to the inyalid stipulatíons of Bayonna, abandon* 

ning the country of Spain against the will of the people ; they yiolated, 

disdained and trampled on the sacred duty they had contracted with the Span- 
iards of both worlds, when, with their blood and treasure, they had placed 
them on the throne, in despite of the House of Austria. By such a conduct they 
were left disqualificd and incapable of goyeming a íree people, whom they 
deliyered up like a flock of slayes. 

The introsiye goyemments that arrogated to themselyes the natíonal represen- 
tation, took adyantagc of the dispositions which the good faith, distance, op- 
preasion and ignorance created in the Americans, against the new dynasty that 
had entered Spain by means of forcé ; and, contrary to their own principies, 
they sostained amongst us the illnsion in fayor of Ferdinand, in order to deyour 
and harasB us with impunity ; at most, they promised us Hberty, equality and 
ñatemity, conyeyed in pompous discourees and studied phrases, for the purpose 
of coTeríng the snare laid by a cunning, usclcss and degrading representatíon. 

As soon as they were dissolyed, and had substitutcd and destroycd amongst 
themselyes the yarious forms of the goyernment of Spain ; and as soon as the 
imperíoua law of neccssity had dictated to Venezuela the urgency of presenring 
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itttlí^ in order to gnard and maintain the righta of her king, and to 
aajlam to her £ar<q>eaa brethren againrt the iDa that threateoed them ; their 
former conduct was divulged ; they raríed thdr príncipleai and gare appéDft- 
tion of insnrrection, perfidj and ingratitade to the same acta that had aerrad 
aa modela íbr the gorenunents of Spain ; becaoie, then, waa doaed to thcm tlie 
gate to the monopoly of the administrationf which they meant to pcqictnate 
under the ñame of an imaginary king. 

Notwithstanding oor protesta our moderation, generoaity, and the inTiolabilitj 
of our prínciplea, contrary to the wishes of oor brethren in Eorope, we wen 
declarcd in a Btate of rcJxillion ; wc wcre blockaded ; war waa declarcd againat 
US ; agenta wcre sent amoogst us, to excite uj one against the other, endeaTor- 
ing to take away our credit with the other nations of Europa, by in^loriag 
their aasistance to oppress us. 

Without taking the least noticc of our reasons, without presenting thcm to 
the impartial judgment of the world, and without any other jndgea thaa oor 
own enemiea, we are condemned to a moumñil incommunication with oor 
brethren ; and, to add contcmpt to calumny, cmpowered agenta are named fior 
us, against our own expresa will, that in their Cortes they may diq>oae of our 
íntcrcsts under the influencc and forcé of our enemies. 

In order to crush the effccts of our rexircücntation, when they were oUiged to 
grant it to us, wc were submittcd to a paltry and diminutire acale, and tlie 
fonn of clection was submittcd to the passive voice of the municipal bodioBi 
degraded by the dcapotism of the govcmors, which amounted to an inaolt to 
our plain dealing and good faith, more than a consideration of our inconteatibie 
political importance. 

Always deaf to the críes of justice on our part, the goyemmenta of Spain 
haye cndeavored to discrcdit all our efforts, by declaríng as criminal, and 
stamping with infamy, and rewardíng with the scaffold and confiacation ensiy 
attempt which, at different pcríods, some Amerícans haye made for the fidicity 
of their country : as was that which lately our own socuríty dictated to Ui that 
we might not l>e drawn into a statc of disorder which we foresaw, and hnnied 
to that horríd fate which wc are about to rcmoye foreyer from before na. ^y 
means of such atrocious policy, they haye succeeded in making our brcthioi 
insensible to our misfortuncs ; in arming thcm against us; in erasing from their 
T>osom8 the swect imprcssions of ínendship, of consanguinity, and oonyeiting 
into enemies a part of our own grcat íamily. 

At a time that we,{ifiithful to our promise, were sacrífícing our secority and 
i'iyil dignity, not to abandon the ríghts which we generously presented to Fér- 
dinand of Bourbon, wc haye secn that, to the relations of forcé which boond 
him to the Emperor of the French, he has added the tics of blood and fiiend- 
ship ; in consequence of which eyen the goyemments of Spain haye alrea^y 
fleclared their resolution to acknowledge him conditionally. 

In this moumful altematiye, we haye remained tbree years in a átate of 
political indecisión and ambiguity, so fatal and dangerous, that this alone wonld 
suffico to authorize the resolution which the faith of our promisea and bonda of 
fratemity had causcd us to defer, till nccessity was obliged to go beyond whit 
we at first proposcd, impclled by the hostilc and unnatural conduct of tha 
}{oycmment0 of Spain, which hayo disburdened us from our conditional oatk 
by which circumstance we are called to the august representation we now < 

CÜK. 
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Biit we, who glory in gronnding onr proceedings on better principies, and 
not wishing to estabHsh our felicity on the misfortnnes of oor fellow-beings, do 
consider and declare as fiiends, companions of onr fate, and partícipators of 
onr fdidty, tbose wbo, united to ns by tbe ties of blood, langnage and religión, 
haye snAfered tbe same erils in tbo anterior order of tbings, prorided they 
acknowledge onr ábéolute independsnee of tbe same, and of any otber foreign 
power wbateycr; tbat tbey aid to snstaln it witb tbeir Uves, fortunes and 
tentiments ; declaring and acknowledging tbem (as well as any otber nation), 
in war, enemies ; in peace, fiíeñds, brotbers and compatriots. 

In conseqnence of all tbese solid, pnblic and incontestible reasons of policy, 
iHiich so powerfully nrge tbe necessity of recoyering onr natíonal dignity, 
restored to ns by tbe order of eyents ; and in compliance witb tbe imprescrip- 
tible rigbts enjoyed by nations, to destroy eycry pact, agreement, or association, 
wfaicb does not answer tbe purpose for wbicb goyemments werc establisbed ; 
we belieye tbat we cannot, ñor ougbt not, preserre tbe bonds wbicb bitberto 
kept ns nnited to tbe goyemments of Spain ; and tbat, Hke all the otber nations 
of fhe woríd, we are firee, and antborized not to depend on any otber autbority 
than onr own, and to take amongst tbe powers of tbe eartb tbe place of eqnali^ 
wbicb tbe Sapreme Being of natnre assigned to ns, and to wbicb we are called 
by the snoceHsion of bnman eyents, and urged by onr own good and ntility. 

Notwithstanding we are aware of tbe difficalties tbat attend, and tbe obliga- 
tiona imposed npon ns, by the rank wo are abont to take in tbe political order 
of tfae worid ; as well as tbe powerfhl inflnence of forms and habitudes to wbicb 
mifortonately we baye been accnstomod ; we, at tbe same time, know tbat 
ahameíhl snbmission to tbem, wben we can tbrow thcm off, wonld be still more 
ignominious to ns, and more &tal to our posterity, than onr long and painñil 
dayery; and tbat it now becomes an indispensable duty to proyide for onr 
own preseryation, socnrity and felicity, by essentially yaiying all the forms of 
onr former constitntion. 

In conaeqncnco wbereof, considering, by the reasons tbns aUeged, tbat we 
liftye satisfied tbe respect wbicb we owe to tbe opinión of tbe human race, and 
the dignity of otber nations, in tbe nnmber of wbom we are abont to enter, and 
on wboee communication and friendship we rely : 

We, tbe Rcpresentatives of tbe United Proyinces of Venezuela, calling on tbe 
SÚFREME BEIKG to witness tbe justice of our proceedings and the rectitude 
of onr intentíons, do implore bis diyine and celestial help ; and ratífying at tbe 
moment in wbicb we are bom to tbe dignity wbicb bis Proyidcnce restores to 
na, the desire we baye of liying and dying free, and of belieying and defending 
the Holy Catholic and Apostolic Religión of Jesús Cbrist We, tberefore, in 
the ñame and by the will and autbority wbicb we bold for tbe yirtuous people 
of Venezuela, Do declare solemnly to tbe world, tbat its United Proyinces are, 
and ougbt to be from tbis day, by act and rigbt, Free^ SoDereign and Independent 
3tate$; and tbat tbey are absolyed fírom eyery snbmission and dependence on 
the tbrone of Spain, ór on tbose who do or may cali tbemselyes its agents and 
i^resentatiyes ; and tbat a free and independent State, tbus constituted, has 
ffúl power to take tbat form of goyemment wbicb may be conformable to tbe 
genáal wish of the people ; to declare war, make peace, form aUiances, regúlate 
treaties of commerce, limita and nayigation, and to do and transact eyery act in 
like manner as otber firee and independent States. And tbat this, onr solenm 
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Declaration, may be beid valid, finn and durable, we bereby mutoally bind < 
ProTÍnoe to the otber, and pledge our lÍTes, fortunes and the aaored tb of oor 
natíonal honor. 

Done in the Federal Palace of Caracas, ñgned by our own banda, eealed 
with the Great Provincial Seal of tbe Confederatíon, and counterñgiied by tbea 
Secretary of Congreae, thi» 5th day of July, 1811, the fint of our independence, 

For the Proyince of Caracas: Isidoro Antonio Lope* Afendei^ deputy for tfae 
city of Curacas; Juan G trinan Roseio^ for the district of the town of CalabiMO; 
Felipe Fermín Paul^ for the district of San Sebastian ; FraneUeo Javier Udaru^ 
for the district of San Sebastian; Nicolae de Ciefro, deputy fi>r Caracas; Juam 
Antonio Rodrigue» Di)ming\uz^ Presiden t, and deputy for Nutrias in Rarintt 
Luie Ignacio Mendoza^ Vico-Preaidcnt, and deputy for Obispos in Barinaa ; ^«r- 
itamlo de Peñaher^ deputy for Valencia ; Gabriel Peres de Pagóla^ depu^ te 
Ospino; ¡Salvador Delgado^ deputy for Nirgua; the Mitrquie de Toro^ ¿epaty loe 
the dty of Tucuyo ; Juan Antonio Diae Argote, deputy for the town of Cium- 
Gabriel del Ponte^ deputy for Caracas; J^om Jou Maya^ deputy for San Felipe* 
Luie Jo6t de Cazorlo^ deputy for Valencia; Dr. Jo4i Vt-tute Unda^ doputy Ibr 
Quanare ; Franciaeo Zaoier Yaneá, deputy of Araure ; Fernando Toro^ depn^ 
of Curacas ; Martin Tuvar Ponte, deputy of San Sebastian ; Juan Toro^ dépu^ 
of Valencia ; Joü Ángel de AUmo^ deputy of Barquisim eto ; Franciee0 Menua^ 
de*, deputy for San Carlos ; Lino de Cierne tUe, deputy of Caracas. 

For the Province of Cumana: Franeieeo Javier de Mayz, deputy fot Hit' 
Capital ; Joü Gabriel de AUala, deputy for the Capital ; Juan Bermudst^ depntj 
for the South ; Mariano de la Cna, deputy for the North. 

For Barcelona: Francisco Miranda, deputy for Pao; Franeieoo Polieatf^ 
Ortiz, deputy for San Diego. 

For Barinas: Juan Nepomuceno de Quintana, deputy for Achagnas; Ignaem 
Fern'indez, deputy for the capital of Barinas ; Ign^icio Ramón Brieeño^ lepfCMii- 
tative of Pedraza; José de JSala g Bu¡i9y, deputy for San Femando de Apon; 
JoU Luí» Cabrera, deputy for Quanarito ; Ramón Ignaeio Méndez, deputy fiar 
Quasdalito ; Manuel Palacio, deputy for MijaguaL 

For Mar^nirita : Man id Placido Maneyro, 

For Mürída: Antonio Nieolae Brieeño, deputy for Herida; Manuel ViemU§ Í4 
Maya^ deputy for La Grita. 

For Truxillo : Juan Pablo Pacheco, 

For the town of Aragua, in the ProTince of Barcelona : Joeé María Mamkm^ 

[ Seal.] Legalized : Frakcibco Isnabdt, Secietaiy. 

Decree of the Supreme Executite Power, 

Federal Palace of Caracas, July 8, 1811. 
For the Confederatíon of Venezuela, the Exeeutire Power ordains that Üm 
antecedent act be published, ezecuted, and authorized by the seal of the Stite 
and Confederatíon. 

Cribtotal de Mendoza, Preudent 
JüAK DE Escalona. 
Baltazak Padrón. 
Miguel José Sakz, Secretaiy of State. 
Carlos Machado, Chancellor. 
[u B.] José Thomab Santana, Secretaiy ofDe c ie tt L 
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Kothing aoqnires in thifl world, fortunately for history, greater merits ihan 
tnith. The reasoiiB contained in the Act of the 5th July are powerful and in- 
contestable ; and after its peroaal, tbere b no one who doea not concede na 
great and sofficient caoses to sepárate from the Metrópolis. To which is added 
a manifestó, which Congress ordered to be pnblished, of the reasons on which 
Yenesnela baaed her independence and etemnl and crimplete secestnon from 
Í^Min, satisfying all doabta, and caudng all scmples to ranish. An histórica! 
docnment of the highest importanoe, wrítten with refiéction, and a copy of 
ireü-profonnded argnments. 

On that same day of glory and spiendor, the 5th of July, Congreas adopted 
tibe tri-color flag, being remarkable, tiíat the flag brought by Miranda in 1806, 
aad which Gneyara Vasconcelos publicly bnmt in the large plaza on the 4th of 
Angost in the same year, is entirely identical to the one we have possesaed 
■faioethen. 

It was remarkable, that when the military bodies took the oath, the flags of 
the first battálion of the line were sapported by two sons of the anfortunate 
Joaé María Ispafla, named Eufemio and José María, which flags they had the 
glory of waying oTer the identical spot where their íather had been ezecnted 

in 1799 1 At that moment all remembered the last and almost prophetic 

words of Ispana on the scaffold : " Many years shall not pass before my blood 
" shan be revenged I" 

There can be to the Spaniard no other subject of more deep signiflcation, 
ftom the moment that they know that God, in whose measnres there are no 
mipremeditated events or accident, allows sometimes his thonghts to be known, 
biinging things to light by means of ambignous contradictions, so that the 
pzond and insolent may be conrinced of haying sinned and perpetrated ini- 
quity.* 

The moet thinly-inhabited, the poorest colony, that which was álways de- 
•piíed and neglected by the mother-conntry, Veneznela was thus the first in 
CMting off the fetters of slarery. And if it had not been for that heroic reso- 
lotion of the 5th of Jnly, 1811, the frcedom of the Western nltramaríne domi- 

* The Colonel Docoadray-Holstcin wríting from memory, and it appearing to 
him proper to depict the scenes of the 6ch July as acts of yiolence which had 
purt in the popnlar fory, (eivium ardor prava Juventinm) says that " the statues of 
" Charlee IV. and of Ferdinand VII. were thrown to the ground and draggcd through 
"the streeta of Caracas with the cries of hurrah for Independence 1 " And the 
panegyrist of Boree, José Domingo Diaz, wrítes : " I saw the yoong meo conreing 
"throñgfa the streets with deliriom, ooatless. intozicated and shouting." The 
yoong men to whom he referred, were the Montillas, Palacios, Sojos, Boliyares, 
Bfbas, Ayalaa, &c. The fable of Dncoudimy is evident. There have ncver been at 

CSaimeas statues to be thrown down It still existe, and still none have as 

yet been erected. To the author it appeared that the íacts he was relating were 
paeslng in París, and he wr^ «e after his own fashion. 

That related by Díaz is an unheard of imposture. The revolutionary yonth of 
Í*^T^rMA belonged to the highest dass of society, and with qualities of culture which 
woold have been thought rofíned and elegant, even at the Ck)nrt. Diaz did not 
"Mong to it, neither by his birth, ñor by his oocupations, ñor by his fortune. He 
wiote with envy against thoee whom he knew'to be his superiors, and was not able 
to eqnaly neither when the revolution made all free and dtizens. 
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ñonü woald, perbApa, have been redaced to a yain bope. Amoica, wüh hcr 
ciutomary franknesB, would have maintained heraelf under the dependenoe ot 
fipanuh pr>wer, in respect to the imaginary rigbts of the Metropolia; and then, 
Botil when would the heroic undertakinf^ haye been postponed f Wben would 
tbe hríllíant san of liberty haye shed its raya npon the Andes ? Tea, the de- 
daratioD of the 5th July, 1811, ia the cmandpation of the New Worid. Whcn 
aignín^ ít, the deputies of the Vcnezuelan Confederation cooid well haye 
trclMineA : " Tlie day of America has arriyed. Heayen will neyer toknte 
•* our chaina."' 

ThoM who reflect without dctcntion upon the pasaing cyenta, and those who 
jad^e anímateil by intereat or pctty paasions, bitteriy cenaore the condnct of 
the fathera of our lil>crty. "The rpyolution,*^ they aay, ^^waa prematnre, tbe 
" pcopir were not prcpare<l for it, and, aboye all, it waa not generóos to sepa- 
" ratc froin the iiiother-country, oa ahc waa then plunged in the most erad 
** affliction/' 

Cortabarria, the miniatcr, quoting theae worda from the book of P ro ycrba: 
*' Oí!caHjftnc!4 (|uccrít qui yult reccdere ab amiao, onini tempore ezit exprobo- 
** bilia,*' dtKÚdes that we aought excuses and the oocaaiona to aecedo ftom Bpain; 
nanieri thu basia of our indepcndcnrs '* yain and fiiyoloua pretexta,** and the 
the n'AMons of auch a difficult and noble undertaking, ^ decdtfal tales, oaly 
** propcr to (leceive the i^norant."* 

On lila part, Count de Tomo dcniea that we had arríyed at tbe point of 
matnríty and uect^aaary inatruction to throw off tbe the colonial bonda ; and in 
inaking the following queation: Did tfie American» §eleet fcr íkeir re^olutiom 
the moU proper and hatwrabie occmion f aeema to decide that our manner of 
proceeding was ungratcful and mean. 

To all tbese argumenta wc will answer, that America had indiapatable rigbt 
to emancípate hcrself, becauae conqucst ia no reaaon ñor nanrpation joalioe ; 
and, to eflfect this act of independencc, any momont waa proper. Botwccn 
liberty and oppresHion thcre is thia diíferencc— that any moment is proper Ibr 
that and nonc ia adequate to this ; and whcneyer an oppreaaed people can 
brcak the hard and wcighty link» of foreign slayery and reinatate itaelf in iti 
inh«írcnt rigbts of liberty, ciyil dignity and aovereignty, it ahould do íol 
What 1 Are not tUree centurica of uaurpation auíBcient ? And for wbat i 
ahouUl America ezpect the moment whcn Spain ahould haye atrengtb i 
fluence ? Would not our independencc l)ecome more coatly, beaatly and inhamane 
onr gencrosity ? Would not Spain haye eztingui.4hed all the seeda of dyiHsr 
tion and lil)crty which, on account of the interregnum, would haye taken xoot 
in American hearta, and whose growth would imperil ita anthority, <iíminUfc 
the adyantagcs of ita rule of the New World 7 Theae aenaible souls who find 
it ao handy to use the argument of generoaity to defame the anthora of ow 
reyolution, ahould ha ve discoyered more opportnne and efficacioua raaeopí 
to conyince Spain that she owed us reapect, juatice, dyilization and Ubertj. 
But alas ! no yolce was raiaed in our favor. Spain ignorod our righta, and we 

rose to rcclaim them. We struggled We lx>ught our liberty at a graat 

prico We were almoat aubmerged in an ocean of blood. BoT 

.WK ARK KRKE 1 T 

Thia argument of " app^rtunUy' is rídiculoua. Ia there eyer a moment whoi 



* Manifestó of the Hoya! Conmiiaaion for the padfication of yeneaoéia. 
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álftTeiy is snpportable t Nations are authorized by the etemal laws of jnstico 
to destroy aU honda or agreemeiita whicb do not suit the yiews of their instita- 
tions, and witb more reason, when they are antagonistical. They are fiee to 
hreak off the political relations of their former sabmission and be ranked among 
natíoiiB in an eqnal degree which the Sapreme Being assigns to all, and to 
thoae who ñame a chain of events their prosperity and glory. A precions right 
which was nsed by Bwitzerhind in the fonrteenth centary, throwing off the 
Aiutrian yoke ; HoUand in the sizteenth centiiry, rebelling against the power 
of Philip n. ; the New England States in the eighteenth century separating 
íh>m Great Britain ; and even Spain, in the present centnry, when abandoned 
by her magistratea, redeemed herself from the gnap of a foreign usarpcr, and 
bélonging to herself^ began a ncw existence, made herself a convenient con- 
■tkation, and only preserved her connection with Ferdinand Vil. becanse she 
wiDed it* Theae nations did not jadge it a hasenest to shake off the oppres- 
ilTe yoke ; and snrely Toreno wooid have scoffed at Napoleón, if he had had 
the foolhardinesa to say to Spain that her resistance was untimely. 

As to the remainder, that of prematurensM, importance^ enlightenment^ gratir 

tudsy the Spaiüsh historians had best be dlent It b a chord which, 

wfaen tonched, giyes forth only a rough and unconth soond. Thanks to a 
despotíc govemment, enemy to civilization, America conld not expect to efiect 
npid progrese in hnman knowledge, when it was procured to place all the im- 
pedimenta poflsible to intelligence. The Court of Spain managed to persuade 
tile ignorant that it was a crime to express any donbt apon the obedience dne 
to a monarch. In New Granada, to the wonder of all, the classes of natnral 
Iftw and peoples* rights wero abolished, becaose their stady was prejudicial I 

Prejudicial, the study of the rules of morality which God engraved on 

tile heart of man I Prejudicial, the study which inculcates to him his obligar 
tiona to that first cause, the orígin of his being, to himaelf, to his country, to 

hifl fisDow-beings I Barbarous cruelty of despotism, enemy of God and 

of mankind, which only aspires to possess them as a flock of slayes, destined 
to latíate their pride, their caprices, their ambitíon and their paseions If 

The sale or the piinting of books in America of all kinds, eyen on religioua 
matters, was prohibited under seyere penaltíes, without the permission of the 
Ootmdl of the Indies, or any other authoríty equally disposed in preyenting 
the light of intelligence to penétrate into the New World.J The reading of 
tiie History of America, by Robertson, was prohibited under penalty of death ; § 
and the reprinting of a book títled the Jiights ofMan, at Bogotá, caused the 
ezfle of its author, the noble American, Don Antonio Narino, who, after being 
impiisoned, was sent aa a criminal to Cádiz, and eyen the publisher, Don Diego 
E^inosa, was condcmned to drag chains ignominiously in the jails of Carta- 
gena. Spain did not suffer that in this captiye and unfortunate part of the 

* Dictamen of the Uniyer8Í|pr of Seyilla in its consultation of the Junta central of 
Spain. 

t See the repieeentation written by the Don Camilo Torres for the Common 
Gonncü of Santa Fé to remlt to the Junta Central of Spain (9th Noyember, 1809.) 

X Laws of the tit. 24, Book 1, of the Recompilation of Indies. 

{ Boyal Order which is piesenred in the archiyes of the Mesa de Juan Diaz ; refer- 
xed to by the Junta Suprema of the new kingdom of Granada in ito "Beasons to 
lewMume the righta of Soyereignty." 
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world should be introduced that valualtle ii m lr um c u t by wbkh «re diflíued 
tbe tboughts of man, by whicb bis ideas ore spread and tbe reBoorces of b^ypi- 
nfiss facilitated. The preas was prohibited lo the Americana. The noble and 
generoas Granadanian patriota Don Manuel Pombo, bonght, at Philadelphi% a 
presa, whicb he presented to the ConRulate of Cartagena, the Viceroy Anm, 
managed to procure a royal order prohibí ting ita use, and it waa deatíned to 
be buríed and lost* Our intercouree and commerce with foreign nationa wa« 
watched bo cloaely, that it waa iliicit to carry it on eren with the alliea and 
nationa íriendly to Spain. A royal decree ordered the €k>Temore and Captua- 
Gencnüs to treat as enemies any yessel except the Spanish, whicb should aul m 
the waters of America without a license from the Courlt We were not pcr- 
mitted to make any contracta with foreigners, ñor sell them our gold, onr penk 
and precious stones, ñor agrícultural products ; ñor buy ñom them thcir goodt 
ñor any othcr article under penalty of death, the execution of which waa ídtM- 
ably. and itithout remMon^ recommended to the Captain-Generals^ We Wwtá. 
cut off from yiew and intercourse with the world, and aa if imprisoned in onr 
own country. No one, whatever might be bis rank and condition, waa 
allowed to come to America without pcrmission from the King, undcr tke 
penalty of dcith and confiscation of property.§ All decent occupatlons w«b 
prohibited to us. The Royal Audiencia of lima publiahed, on the 17th ai 
July, 1706, a law ordcring that no ludían mestQo, ñor any one who waa not a 
Spaniard, was allowed to trade, to have stores, ñor to aell goods in tbe a trec t i , 
Jor tké renaon tUat it wis nct propfr^ that thfi/ ihould he on the i^me lerH ttifh Um 
Spaniard» who earrUd on the trade ; the former being only fit for mere me- 
chanical work. Our commerce was monopolized by Spain, who did not allow 
the intnxluction of any merchandize in our ports, which did not come from tbe 
porta of Malaga, Cádiz, Bilbao, Santander or other points in the Península ; and 
whcn, by such means, they had paralyzed commerce, and that all foreign com- 
munication was laid under penalty, the Cortes at Valladolid eamestly requcrted 
the King to prohibit the uxtraction of goods from Spain to the Indi», ti» 
Ejng laid upon ultramarino commerce such sercre rcstrictions, that, in fMi^ 
the entire prohibition was almost established. | The tn1>acco, which wai 
cultivatcd in the Windward Islands and Tierra Firme, had only one maiM, 
Sevilla ; because tbose who sold it in any other part sufiered penalty of death— the 
Eing ordcring the Govemors to strictly enforoe this punishment, aa be woold 
depriye them of office forever, in case of neglectlT Commerce with the interior 
was prohibited. *' We ordcr," said the King, " the Viccroys of Peni and New 
" Spain to infallit)ly prohibit and impede, by all their means and power, oom* 
*' mcrcc and trade bctween the two kingdoms." ** And, aa a general fiíTor 
Philip IV. conceded to the inhabitants of Cartagena and Santa Marta to leD 

* Expofiition of the Junta Suprema of New Granada, entltled, " Reaaons, fte." 

t Oider of 1093. ^ 

X Law 8 chap. 18, Book 8, Recomp. of Indies, and Royal Orden of Philip IIL QB 
the 6th of August, 1608, 22d Deccmber, 1606, and 24th July, 1610. 

g Royal Order of the Emperor Charles V. at Valladolid the 8d December, 1519 
afterwanis zealously renewed on scveral occasinns. 

I See Clemencin, Eulogy of the Quecn Doña Isabel. 

\ Royal order of PhiUp III. at Ventosilla, the 20th October, 1614. 

•• Law 79, Üt. 45, Book 9, R. L 
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■id boy» and pan their otitle from onc part to anotber.'^ A royal order pro- 
kibíted in Mozioo, Cancss tnd Santa Fé, wines, alcohola, yipegar, raiaiiis and 
ilanndi fiom Ghili and PenLt Another prohibited tbe planting, in all parta, 
«í tíb» and olÍTea.t 

JLn thooght of progieM waa anatbematized. Sefior Balcaroe asked permia- 
áoa to eiUbliih in Paraguay milla to grind the mandioca. He was refuaed by 
iht GoTemioent. The naral school erected and supported in Buenos Ayres 
it tbe rxpwne of the commezoe, was suppresBed in accordance with the orden 
vUdí the Ticeroy, D. Joaquin del Pino, receiTed from Spain.§ Haz was sown 
ü Bog&ík by Dr. Laso— the Goremment prohibited its planting. Gijon put 
^ a maniifartory of doth at Qqito— the Ooyemment suppreased it and per- 
acolad Gyoo. Don Jnan nianea established a ñiUing-miU at Santa Fé— the 
6of«niinent mined him. Chayarria attempted to manufacture crockery, but 
was impeded by the Gorerument Pierri founded a factory of hats, but the 
Govcnunent reproyed it Roel wished to open a road from Opon to Magda- 
Ina— be was ezlled by the Goyemment. Pombo undertook, at his own cost, 
ftt coutruction of the Canal de las Flechas— Goyemment threw obstaclcs in 
Ui way.| The Bogotana diacoyered in the neighborhood of their city, minea 
tf platina or white gold— a precious metal/haying most density, being the 
hmí fusible and combustible of all metala — the Goyemment cauaed to be thrown 
k tbe Riyer Punza all the gndna which had been found. The inhabitanta of 
Moida petitioned for a uniycraity where the aeminarista who had completed 
ftár coorse of stndies ahould receiyo their xUplomaa. The petítíon waa retumed 
by Cbaries IV^ hóeau$e^ he aaid, that he did not consider leiiming proper fot 
áattricaA 

fltticUy ezdnded from holding any public office, it waa hardly tolerated that 
i»ífifina should fill the office of aldermen ; and so pereistantly was this inault- 
lag pfactioe obeenred, that the Court arriyed at the extreme of throwlng aside 
all Kiiq>lea, ao as to make it a legal principio, and discussed, in full Council of 
Uka, tbe propríety of *^whether to ezclude of right all Americana from 
*boldiiig pnblic offices, declaríng them of being unworthy to hold honorable 
aparta.** Hiatory proyea, by thouaanda of facta, how tenacioua waa Spain to 
ttáa idea. Oot of the one hundred and aizty Vlceroya who ruled in America^ 
«ly loor aie mentioned who were not Spaniarda ; and amongat more than aiz 
1 Preádenta and Captain-Generals, there were only fourteen of the aame 
ioo.^* Thua, looked upon with acom, treated with auapicion, and eyen 
I by tbe bullying tonca of tyranny, we had one more original ain, thai of 
Inaf AmericanM, Neither the grcateat submission, ñor the most emincnt aeryices, 
aor tbe bigheat merít, could eyer waah off thia atain. Our duty waa to work 
» as to soMain the wealth and influence of our mastere, and our happinees to 



•Onler9dMareh,1684. 

t Tbeae absuid reatilctlons lastod ontil 1744, in which year they were aboUshed 
lyOwica UL 

X * Oa»U de Mejioo.'* the 6th October, 1804. 

{ Mantfarto to tbe nationa of tho world by the General Self-constituted Congreaa 
iíBwaos Ayiea. 

I Ezpodtkm of the mentioned reasons. 

t Bcport Amafie. VoL I. p. 244. 
Hbl.orCblli,be.«. 



60 UFE 07 BOLIYAB. 

merit tbdr fayon. England, Holland, France, all Etirope was witaeasee of 
the ríches which Spain cztorted firom ns, and enjoy the froits of it. Streazna 
of gold and süyer flowcd from America— unquenchable streams which went to 
enrích a people more industríous, bctter goyemed, more leamed and better 
treated— whilst we starycd in misery and slayerj, not being eyen able to make 
oor complaints heard by that cruel stepmother. 

The bitter dnty of yindicating America wonld carry my pen too far in 
pToying the jostice of oor reyolation, and placing against the resontment of 
Toreno and Ms followers, three centuríes of insolts and nsurpations, three cen- 
turies of ignorance, of slayery and of cruelty ; but I fear to become too lengthy 
in this esaay, and to trespass npon the narrow limita of a history, which is not 
the history of oor oppression, but of our reyolution, and the ezploits of onr 
magnanimouB liberator. 




CHAPTER VI. 
1811 Aim 1812. 

■m fOU4Mnvo tvs diclabatiov of niDmirDiNcí— mikákda tákis comvand of thb 
émmr — ns nimutrrüDi to souták— thb fidiral coNSTiTurioír of tutisüilá — oo- 
yamwikM mma — WKMmm of ooxgrbm — inglano offibs to mioiatb lo as to püt am 

B» TO TWM DOnUSIOiri IN AMBBICA — AXSWBR OF THB COKTBS — OPBRATION8 OF MOK- 
Tinmi»* AT UQimiQUB — BABTHQUAn OF THB 26tR MABCH, 1812 — TBBUBLB BFFBCTB 

•V Tm PWDroMBiroír — tebasoit of montalvo — montbtbrdb at ían garlos — oicta- 
foannp of virajtoa — routar at purrto oabbllo — vboliorxcb of miranda — ooir- 

VIRACT Oí TBR CITADBL OF PÜRRTO OABBLLO — INSüBRRCTION OF SLATRS IK WINDWARO 
■LAJ^B— IHTBBTIRW OF TBR MARQtriS OF CASA — LROR WITH MIRAICOA — imFORTUMATI 

^TF the diaoorery of the New World,*' the Congreas of Caracas proclaimed in 
X in iU Manifestó to the nations of the earth, '* waa one of most important 
to maiüdnd, the legenération of this same world, deg^radcd from tbat 
bj de^>otisin and slavery, will not be of leas importance. America, 
f from the dust and casting off her chaina, and by going throagh the po- 
sa of nations, in her tum conqncrs the Oíd World, witiiont inrading, 
MriaTing or brataiizing it. The revolution of most ose to mankind will Ije that 
ií Aacrica, when constituted and govemed bj herself ; it will reccÍTe with open 
■■• thoae Tery nations of Eorope trampled on b j politice, fleeing from the 
knoiB of war, and haraased by the fíiry of conlending pasaions ; who, thirst- 
mg ibr peaoe and tranqoillity, will croes the ocean withont the fcrocity and ca- 
pttiy of the héroes of the sixteenth oentury, as friends and not as tyrants, as 
ifiak and not as maste», not to destroy but to build np, not as wild beasts, 
Ulaa meo who acandalizod by oor former misfortunes and taoght by their own, 
«ÍD sol change their reason into eril instinct, ñor will they desire that our 
be that of blooclshed and wickedness. Then nayigation, geography, 
ay, indnstry and oommerce, haying been improyed by the discovery of 
. fbr her eril, will be converted into so many more sources of aocelerat- 
olidating and completing the happiness of both worlds." 

Faad hope I golden dream of oor forefathers ! 

flpain, to whom the Independencc of America cansed more rage than the for- 
cigB dcapotism which threatencd her herself, will cmploy all her resoorces to 
tonacat ns ; s&c will cany on a war of desolation, and will renew the horrors 

ií the Conqoest I If the chicfs of Coro and Maracaibo raised troops and 

cMnd Yenezuelan blood to flow whcn the Jnnta of Caracas, after 19th of April, 
mon aDegiance to Ferdinand VU. and promised to recognize the.integríty and 
psBtíral nnity of the Spanish natton ; when she receivetl with open arms her 
fanrtium oí Eorope and oíTered them a refuge amongst her misfortunes and ca- 
. • . What wül they do now when it is decUied that the bonds oí 

(61) 
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álayery have been cast off, and that Venezuela calis hereelf /r«« and miglrtu of 
lier Otón aetions f What will tbey do, wlicn a Toice coming fortli from tbe midat 
of tlieir oppression cries out to them, tbat Spain neyer bad any rigbt to posaess 
any portion of America, tbat tbis did not belong to tbem, because nsurpation 
giyes no rigbt; and tbat Venezuela yrill dcfend ber liberty at tbe cost of tho 
lives, the fortunes, and tbe bonor of all ber citizens ? 

Tbe declaratipn of tbe 5tb of July did, in eíiect, enrage tbe peninsulars moro 
and more I ^* Our moderation will restrain tbem," tbougbt some patriota ; but 
it was not tbus, as tbeir reconcentratcd batred soon burst fortb. 

Tbe news of tbe Declaration of Independence of Venezuela, proclaimed bj 
Congress, arrived at Valencia on tbe moming of tbe 8tb, and on tbe llth the 
royalists gave tbe cry of rebellion, impelled by some notable priesta, and Bolidt- 
ing belp from Ceballos and Miyares in Coro and Maracaibo, tbcy took up anns 
against Caracas. Tbe goyemment on tbe spot ordered out an ezpedition 
agalnst tbe insurgents of Valencia, wbo bad already occnpicd tbe lake and bad 
arriyed at Mariara, confíding it to tbe command of tbe generala Toro, tbe mar- 
quis and bis brotber D. 'Femando. Between Cabrera and Cerrítos, tbe finrt 
cannon was ñred at tbe Spaniards. But tbcy contriyed to defeat our iroops ; 
and tbe national Executiye Power was forced to send reinforcements to Maracay, 
giying tben tbe command of tbe military operations to Miranda. 

At tbe interview wbicb took place between tbe members of tbe Executiye 
Power and Miranda, witb tbe object of conferring upon bim tbe command of 
tbe troops wbicb sbould marcb against Valencia, tbis cbief took adyantage of 
tbe secrecy of tbis conference to accept on certaiñ conditions, one of which was 
tbat Simón Bolivar, Colonel of tbe battálion of Aragna, dcstíned to rcinforoe 
tbe expedition, sbould, on some pretezt, be separated from bis command. ThH 
condition appeared at once to be unjust and repulsive ; but tbe Executiye wish- 
ing to secure liGranda, from wbom tbey expected important services, conaented 
to wbat tbis one demanded. and Bolivar was cbaiged witb an iasignificant 
mission, bis battálion being sent but commanded by tbe ncxt in rank. Boliyar 
at once presented bimself in tbe ball ; be complained bitteriy of tbe injury done 
to bim, ^* depriving him of serving hU cauntry in thié fini oceagian of periL 
What mil they iay of m^," be askod, ^* wJien it is ieen that my hattalion goe$ to haU 
tle, and that its chiefremain» with this or that pretext f That lam a eoward or 

a traitor?'* And be p]ace<l tbe Executiye eitber in tbe necessity of rovok- 

ing tbe order, or baying bim judgcd by Court Martial. The fírst extreme was 
adopted, as tbere was no cause for more, and Boliyar co-operated in bis rank in 
tbe campaign and tdege of Valencia, until tbe city baying capitulated on the 
18th August, 1811, Miranda forwarded bim to tbe Executiye witb the newa, it 

the gatcs of wbicb be arriyed at tbe break of day on tbe 15th Oloríons 

cssay, in wbicb tbe future Lil>erator accredited bis ardent zcal for the welíare 
of tbe country, bis respect for tbe Goyemment, and bis unbounded obedienoe 
to tbe cbief wbo conmianded him ! * 

* Miranda, as It is seen, repaid witb jealousy and ingratitade the &yor8 ahowed to 
Bolívar. " He bad great fear tbat tbis one," writes a friend of the Liberator, " sbould 

" take away hig glories." He was accustomed to cali bim " a youth to be dread. 

ed." He would give him commissions wbicb did not correepond to him, and always 
procored.to have bim at a distance from all tbe military operations against the ene- 
my ; but Bolivar, of a superior mind, whoso soul never felt the stings of vengeanoe^ 
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The Moody riege of Valencia caufled the loas of 800 men to the conntry, 
vWi became nnfit for combat— being numb«red amongst tbe woonded, the dl»- 
dagoMbed General Femando Toro, wbóee left leg was fractured by a mnaket* 
ball : and amongBt the kiUed was the Captain Lorenzo Bnroz. 

Simultancoudly with these eyents the bonner of insorrection was raised by 
úxtT indiTiduali, natiyes of the Canary Islands, who united and armed thcm- 
•dres at Teque, near Caracas, crying oat ** Death to the traitors 1 Long liye 
"the Kin^ and the Inqnisition I" This conspiracy was promptly subdaed. Men 
wiihout expt'ríence or inflacnce, and enconraged by the secret agents of Mel- 
cndei and Cortabarria, could not spread íar their reactionary ideas. Don Jnan 
Dbs Flores, a native of the Canary Islands, and Don José María Sánchez, a 
OuBcenian, the ringleaden, paid with their liyes the rash attempt. 

Othen were also destined to the same fate on the evening of the 15th Joly 
m the same year. 

The Dec!aration of Independenco beíng made known throngh all the pro- 
, ¡t was receiyed with joy in all parts. As the uncertain and irregular 
i oí afiain in Venezaela had disappeared, the Deputy, Don Francisco Javier 
ÜtUriz, snbmitted to Congress the plan of a Constitution, which was the cause 
cf íoterMting discussions. The legislators were inclined to give the prefer- 
CDce to the Federal system, haring in yiew the brílliant example of the first 
md oioet enterprísing of t}ie Republics of the world. However, the most 
Aoughtíul men, and Minada who had practical experíence of matters of such 
deep importance and resulta, defended the Central Republican system, bccause, 
Ihej «aid, the Federal Bystem is the pcrfection of a liepublic, and cannot be 
crtaMished amongst a people who have lived three hundrcd years deprived of 
thrir rígfabs And which, if at present, commencing to prosper, it is owing to 
&criga riicainstances. Bolívar supported this dictamen amongst bis íricnds, 
hriievini^ tbat federation was inadcquate, and impossible amongst ignorant' 
people, witbout any experíence of public existence, not accustomed to interfere 
ia Sute affairs, and, conscquently, witbout the requisite kuowledgc to com- 
pRhend the constmction of a govemment expressly complicated. From the 
9d of Septeml>cr, on which day the project of a Constitution was read, up to 
the Slrt Decemlwr, on which it was signed, tbe Congress listened to eloquent 
ad logieal orations, sparkling with prímáples of libcrty, declaimed in lucid 
lad enthosiaftic words; although, at last, on account of inexperíence, the 
Attembly ailowcd itself to be íascinated by certain brílliant theorícs not adapt- 
able to the country.^ 



ahfaya looked upon that aged repablican General with love and respect, and dia- 
tliffuUb«d Uter cm with oordUlity hls sons. I have re^ristered this fact on purpoee 
w that mar be Mri'a how from the vory first notable situation in the Ufe of Bolívar, 
j/miaoÉfj, odious rivalry, envy, that tyrant to merit and virtuv, did all in their 
pvvf r to truable him. Miranda first opuned the scene, which was aft«>rwards fol- 
bved thr«Nigb with equal eagemeas by I^batut, Castillo, Berumd(.*z, Rílias, Marino, 
tSafttABder. aod Pai*s. The glory of Bolívar was a spectacle of raffü and sorrow 
to tkk** «ryc* fif M*lfi«h cmalation. And from tht*sc stores of perfídy and inalignlty 
ftaally íMtitid tlie darte which womided the man^rnaninioas heart of the Liberator 
of Attrffira. 

• - a Pnhliclsta,'* a newspaper of that eporh, registcrs somc important acts and 
bagannito of the worthy speechee of the foundcrs of our Independenoe. As there 



Mcnr^l t// r^.»r-., pi^nfioal avvrj '-.«r^^M e-r<sT aun bd» a ñgfts to iho^bi 

doiDMitk: Vartá. Tb« prv.«M fÁ Vjfrtris^ v» ah^cáftei. i»i «a Kich adi 

of coMIitj w*¿n ^joíUctftl ud t¿¿ Tv.iteii tnSe of Afriran ÚTe§ wm oott- 
demn«d frjTCTcr : I 

MoAt cfcrtÚAlj. or.on '>/i5i n^x b« dftér»d froin • Spamih coIoiit, and M 

that, the le» &Tor«rl c^f all tl«ft rvt. How manj nation» in the Oíd 

Worid spnng into ezistexkce. dlfpUjiíkg §;u:b «bondiDoe of gRAtncM aad libe- 
rmlitjr 

CongrcM alao ord<Erred th^t in al I oí!!rrú] docimiect*. bnidcs Uie commaB o, 
the Coloro bíao era tho^ld 1a adderl— a vord fonnol from the oame of Col- 
umbus and selected in hii honor, hccau» it was ríght that the fint temtoiy 
that ihould ahake off the colonial joke in South America shoold be named 
Colombia. 

Colombia ! what a hearenlr ini>piration ! what a magnanimona ínipiratian I 
IIow mucb gnititude íb meant bj this word, prononnoed bj the heroea, who 
firat gave lil^f-ity to the New World ! Europe, indifferent, had conaented to 
the plunder of the niost meríted glory ; but America splendidlj repaired tfaii 
iiguKtice, inHcríbing, from the first day of her emancipation, in the book of im- 
mortality, the illiiHtríouH namc of her cli^orererl f 

The publication of the fundamental law excited the joy of all the onited 
proviiKrirH, aiici guvc thern hopes of reaping the desinxl fruits of a long and 
wx;unf peiM^f*. (/'ongrcfw, in dircciing an clegant harangue to the people of 
Vimi^xtirlu, Miid, in refercnce to the Constitution : ** We confide and recommead 
" thn Invloliibility of tlÚH Inw to the fidclity of the legislatore, to the govemmenti 



wa» oiily tiiii* iiniHH (that which Miranda brought to Coro in 1806,) and stenogiaplqr 
wnn iinkiKiwii NiiiiinK UM, very ffw of the important diacoBaionB of the fint aetf> 
«iiiiulttiititl ('fiiiuri'M* an« pniu'rvi'd. 

* Iii ViMii'xiif'lii llic artlrli* whlrh abnlÍHhcd tortore was not oppoecd, (im/auwmt 
nurtf>fr *>/ ftMif,,)n\\*\ tlii* pmrtlr<*H introducid to afflict and torture the accosed, with 
\m\ tn*iitiiii'iitN. In H\¥x\n, wlicn th<* abt^lition of torture was propoeed In the 
(\»rt«m (1N11) thi'M* won* n\\\\ Honio who approvrd of ite application, and the Depntj 
Uonnidn. of buril hi*iir(, iiI<nnI up to doffml nuch a harbarous law. Feídinand VIL 
onlonMl t(i applv to W\t\ Juan Antonio Vandiola in 1817, es an accomplice in the 
c«)niiplm<\v of Hicimnl, tbt* tortun^ known under the ñame of a heavr hall aad 
chati) whloh mumM thn him t>f hin Ufo. Wliat retrogreedon 1 — what diagimeeto 
humanltv I And tlum thcy wlnhcd to gt>vom América! 

f Mitunda wa» iho fimt who In honor of Columboa named Colombia the oonh 
triMin A morirá whioh «hould fn»o thomM^lvc»; and BoUrar prophetioally wiola: 

" Now i9 ranada will unito to Vom^uela to form a central Repnhlic Ttía 

" natiim will Iv mlltxl iVlonibia, a« a tribute of juntice and gimtitode to the dinor- 
"owr t^our homiisphorp." {¡Attrr to ii prntlrman of Jamaica^ Ttñtten fnitn Kimptáam 
ih, u:h Si^. ISl.'i.) Thi« lottor, >aithout r<^ntradiction. i« the document whic& 
K*! nvwkís tho inc^ni|>ar»Mo ability of Bt»livar, hií talent, hií penetiatioB Ifar 
n«(Un^ rjf^ariv in tho futun% ft> a» not to dcccüve himself in the difficolt 
üaa of thia^ 
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" to the mmgiBlnites and emplojees of the anión and of the provinces, and to the 
"witrtifalntaai and yirtaes of the heads of ¿unilies, and to mothers, wiyes and 
^ótiaena of the State." 

TW EzecutiTe, on ita part, ordered the prmting of 12fiOO copies of the Con- 
Hitntioa. to be everywhere abundantl j dbtributtsd ; and by the beginning of 
Ae jear 1813, all the magistratee, which were instituted and designcd in the 
tedamental proclamation, were installed into their respectÍTe places. 

Talnida waa designa t ed as the capital of the State, ^ by reason (it was said) 
* of bcing ñtoatcd in the centre of the United Provinces.*' Congrcss then 
molred to acyonm, all the representatives being cited to reunite in Valencia 
Ae lil day of the foUowing March (1812) ; and, before a^jooming, Congreas 
to gire an example of unprecedented generoeity, pardoning thoae 
for the conspiíacy of Valencia, condemned to death. This act 
mná the bíe of the ProTindal of the Order of San Francisco, Fr. Pedro 

Hmandcx, principal prometer of that eyent ! of Don Jacinto Istueta, 

tí Ven Clemente Britapiga and others.* 
Ceoirrcat ordered the extinction of the Holy Inquisition. 
Ahhoagh the piOTinoea of Vraezuela, with regard to the Inquisition, de- 
p»ded apon the tribunal of Cartagena, and this one had already been abolished 
-iaoe XoTcmber in the íbnner year, the deputies wished to abolish the Inquiai- 
üon in principie, and by a spedal law. Having bccn established in Spain in 
tW ycar 1481, doring tbo reign of Fordinand and Isabel, it sprcad its devastat- 
bf inHoeiioe in America, seeking yictims whore there were only innocents. Qf 
ili the InquíÁtíont, the matt blooily and mo$t hatr/ul was that of Spain. The 
coBBdcrandum of our law contains strong accusations against the abuses of 
shtt ciibuoal, which, in the ñame of a merciful God ignored pity, and in the 
^«M of a Ood of clemency, was never disposed to pardon.t 
kaiáüt all theae erents, the year 1811 ended in rejoicings and hopos, enter- 

fntm aad fortanea. 

Tbe patriota being encouraged by thesc prooñi of their justice, ñill of courage^ 
I and constancy, hoped to always maintain pcace, and to consolidate the 
! inatitotion, which the nation had giyen to herself^ without even sup- 
, ijr a moment, that to so much IdndneHS, to such exemplary condaci, 
( thould fiíUow ; mad oraelties, in which ignorance amply satiated her- 

■l( onheard of atrodties, war of extermination ! 

▲ft tlw same time that the Congrcss of Venezuela was giving such signal 
pPDoft of mwleration, civüization and gcnerosity, and when all that part of 
tJhaft had been Spanlsh, from the northcm liniits of New Nezico 
lo the Cape of Los Hornos, was in motion to gain its indepcndenoe». 



paidoned crimináis, writes Ri>fttn'po, wcro for tho greater part tho mosl 
y Mw i wi ng ent-mies of the patriot», being somo of them the authors of the impria- 
«■ifBt aad pemcotions which were suffenHl by tlu'ir bcncfactors, suriNi^Hing them 
i2L the fcnatical priest Hemandex. In Venezuela, as in New (innada and Quito,. 
«M Mt In the courM of the reTolution that tho Spaniarda and royali^t Ainerícana, 
«arftml by the patriota were their moet cruel eneniics whon the fírst mcntioned 
ta proapcfity. 
^ h is kaown that the obstínate heretlcs, named impenitents, and thoso who re- 
bomt ; ihe only faTor dono to thcso last, in consideration of human 
in ii*wgt«g first before thzowing them into the flamee I 
5 



♦ hi 
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Bngland tcndercd to tlie Regency ber frank and sincere interrention to pnt an 
end to all dísaensions lietween Spain and her c-oloníea This interrentioii Vene- 
zuela solicited from the rery fírst dnya of her political mefcamorphosia ; bnt tfae 
Regency of Cádiz refuacd to accept, b^eaum ihey %cere eertain o/heing eapatU éf 
tuMuing and chattiaing tíie reOeU ! 

The revolution hanng already made sneh progresfl, and ita reconqneat ftppev- 
ing lesa prubahle, Sir Ilenry Wellcalcy, English Ambaaaador at Cádiz, indited 
npon the ueceasity of an understandicg to put a Bti>p to the continuatíon of a 
civil war tjetween the diiferent portions of the Spaniah monarchy, by, at leait, 
añeeting a tcmponiry arrangement. The Cortea, aeeming to admit the media- 
tion (tf a power from whom ahe derívcd the rcsourcca which ahe needed to cany 
on the war again^t Napoleón, put, aa the fírst condition, that the entire proTiooei 
of America should '* recognizc and swear ol>edience to the Cortea and the Spsnídl 
" Government ;*' but it being understood that the term diaaenting was only «pp* 
licable to the province» of Rio Plata and the new kingdom of Granada aad 
Cartagena, for as to Venezuela ahc wa» to be treated in a different mamuL 
The Cortes conaidercd they werc too lenient ; it v^aa thua expreaaed by tbvn.* 

'VMienever any proposition al>out America waa brought up, the Spaniah depo- 
ties would speak insultingly of the inhabitonta of theae poor República; and the 
dcimte 1>i*c-omÍDg so bitter, Don José Mejia, dcputy for Santa Fé de Bogóla, 
and an American l>y birth, waa, on aeveral occaaions, forced to beg them to dia- 
cuss the niattor in secrocy ; hurt, that in Spain, who called henelf the motbs; 
words so fu 11 of bittcmcss and innult should be hcard again^t her childita. 
"NVliatever reasons of cquity and right were allcged by the Americana ; howerv 
just werc tbeir proteats ; aa the m(\)oríty waa intereated in keeping the NflW 
World under tlicir power and arbitrary tutorahip, the matter waa cnded I7 
being tran.-lcrred to the Committ4*c of Ultramarine Afiair», where it alwají 
remaineil ; and to revive the war, niana;^ng, with all their power, withoot 
rcgarding cost, and by any meana, that America should rctum to be the riivt 
of Spain. 

Notwithstanding, as the Brítish Government flattered itself of being ibb 
ílnally to opcn negotiations of pcacc with succcsa, commiasionera were acnt to 
America. They were Mcasra. Cockbum (the aame who, being then an Adminli 
carried Napoleón to the laland of St Helena), Sydenham and Moritf, tliii 
last being ChargC' d'Aífairca at Washington. The two fíiat-named Commianootf 
and Mr. Ilopncr, Sccretary to the Commission, an employcc in the Boieau of 
Foreign Aífaira, arríved at Cádiz, and in unión with tlic Ambasaador, Sir & 
Wellcalcy, they had scveral conferencea witli the Spaniah Minlstem Aeooid- 
ing to the orders and inatructioua oí liia Government, the Engliah Ambiwilkf 
directed to them a comprcliensive note of all the articles which should aerreii 
a basia to the negotiation. Amoug the principal were those of cesBation of 
hostilitiea, blockadea and all acta of mutual injury ; a complete, joat aad 
firec repreaentation of America in the Cortea ; liberty of commerce ; admiariflo 
to the posta of viceroys, govcmors, f;tc., to the Americana indistinctirely wlúi 
the Spaniards. The Regency declarcd that thcse articles were inadmiaaible It 



♦ DecrtHí of lOth June, 1811. 

f Thustí who dcHÍre to have a sliglit knowledge of the hatred and bad wUl wUch 
reiigned iu the Cortea of Cádiz againat ua, read the " Manifeeto'* given to light I7 
one of the deputíea of that Estamento the Señor Alvarea Toleda Thia 1 
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The docüment was sent to tbe Cortes ; and after bf tter disputes, and the great 
Titupcration of their dif^^ourses, it was resolved to answer simply '* that they 
"hadtakennoteof it" 

On this the Commifláoners retomed to their conntry, and Mr. Moríer, who 
had alieady proceedcd as far as Jamaica, re-embarked for the United States. 

The only thonght which reigned in Cádiz, was that of snbjngating America. 
Orer in Spain the contest was hot Eyery day there was a battlé, cities taken 
and lost, fierce engagements ; but in the midst of all this distnrbance and afflic- 
tioo, none thonght for a momcnt to gire np their pretended ríghts apon tbe 
lícw World, and the whole Spanish nation would have perished before ever 
consenting in giving Jnstice to America for declaring her independencc. 

Truly, when Toreno writca that " Orphan Spoin, abandoned by her kings, 
** Bold like cattie, and treated as relxsls, it was rcry proper of her dignity that 
" abe shonid declare to the whole world, by means of her representativcf», the 
'* right which assisted her to constate and defend herself—a right of which í*he 
** conid not be despoilcd by the abdic^tions of her princes, although thcy T.ould 
** have becn yolontary and free." When he wrote this, we repeat, we cfinnot 
GonceiTe what reason the historian finds to deny to ns, trae orphans, negiccted 
and treated as rebels and insulted, the right of constitnting and dcfending our- 

aelves, declaring it to the world by means of onr representatiyes I 

Jnstice shonid be nniqne, and, to besnch, it has to be blind, that is to say, im- 
paitiall 

With such warlikc statistics the year 1812 opened I 

The loyalists (those who lived amongst ns) pcrsuaded that fortune would 
íkTor them, sustained the insurrections on the banks of the Orinoco Rivcr, to 
make frequent incursión» and forays in the lands of Barcelona and Cumaná. 
In the West they were kept under arms, although making no dcmonstration, 

filled with BUiprise and admiration all the foreigners and men of impaseionate judg- 
ment and sense. What had Aiteríca done to merit such injuiy ? What motive 
for such deep rancour? Twice was caused to be rcad, and always with signa of 
peculiar aatisfaction, the writing of the Count Agreda, hi which the Americana 
were c^lod " a race of monkeys, fuU of viccs and ignorance, unworthy of represent- 
"ativea or of being represen ted." "I do not know/' said the depnty Valiente, 
filIed with the Same ideas as the Count Agreda, " I do not yet know to what claas 
" of animáis the Americans belong." " If these/' said another, " complain of having 
"been tyrannized three hundred years, we will tyrannize them three thouaand 
"more.'* And the Count Toreno transportad with joy afler the battle of Alhuera, 
"I Rjoice still more at this victory/' he said, " because now we can destine theae 

" Tietorioaa troope to subdue the American insurgents." No cireumspection, 

ibera was no respect as is seen in those pariiamentary discussions ; and all was 
pennitted, even that which is not permitted in the controversy of two decent 
penons, when mlllions upon milllons of Americans were treated of. Ñor even the 
conaideration of there being in Spain many of them estimable, and even in the 
Cortea themaelves, full of wisdom and modcration, retained those orators carried 
awaj to inault us with insolcnce. Bat we riso above theso unmcrited injuries, and 
retribute them, causing Spain to sufibr our glory. Quand je vois un homme mettre 
en doute, si les individus nés dans les colonies sont Fran<,^is, je me demande si la 
tete m'a toumé. Napoleón said. But much on the oontraiy the Spaniards asked 
in the Cortea whcthor we were human beings, or to what dass of ^nlnurli^ we 
bdonged. 
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ezpectíng an opportunity to take advantagc of the müitery reiiiforoeinenli 
which Mijares had promised írom Maracaibo. 

Mcauwhilc a company of marinos arrívcd at Puerto Rico, led bj Don Domingo 
MontcTcrde, frigate captain, and he wa8 one of those who formed part of the 
military ehicAaina, along with amis, munitions and money, which were brooght 
to Coro by the General Don Juan Manuel Cagigal, to carry on the war agaixut 
the insurgcnt proyinces. At the same time a conspiracy waa being prepared io 
favor of the Spanianis, at the town of SiquíMque. Don Andrea TorrelUa, cúrate 
of thia town, and inimical to the independence, in conniranoe with Don León 
Cordero and the Indian Juan Heves Varguft, acnt a communication to the 
Govemor of Coro, Don José Cetiallos, asking help to ríae np againat the «>- 
called insurgent govcmment of Caracas. 

This conspirary in effect took place (15th 3Iarch), the Indian Reyea appear 
ing as ríngloader, on whom the repulilioan govemmcnt had unworthily coníw- 
red the grade of Captain. Ferdinand VIL was f^roclnimed, and Vargas marchad 
towards Carora, taking possession of the parish of the Rio del Tocuyo. Wha 
Miyfirea (who waa accidentally at Coro) had notice of the movementa. he deter 
mined to equip a amall forcé of 320 men to procecd and to protoct them, nd 
at the proposition of Coballos, Monte verde was appninted to the command. 
He Icfl Coro the lOtli Man*h, in company with príest TorrcUaa, and arriTed 
without opposítion at Siquísique on the 17th. There, some four hundred mai 
pruscntorl thrmsclvcs to be armed ; and a*;^i<tpd liy the advice and pcnmaflioB 
of the príest Torrcllas, and more than all by tlie loan of money which the piM 
Pedro Pérez Guzman, cúrate of Coro, made him : perecí ving hia forcea coMide^ 
ably augmented by the troops of the treacherous Cacique, Monteverde marched 
out, resolved to invade Carora. IIc had no orders to <lo this. The oocapotíoB 
of Siquisiquo was the only and ñnnl ohject of his expedí tion. The fint diía- 
bcdicnce, as Baralt tnily say«, would lia ve l>een his last fea?, and the end of Idi 
carcer, if blind fortune would not havc pcrsisted in protecting him, chan^ag 
into succcsscs his most stupid blindness. ^ 

Monteverde was a native of Orotava in Tenerife, a person of no edncatine. 
Since the year 1788, he had dedicated himsclf to the navy, and asaisted at tbi 
defence of Ferrol whcn that place was bombanled by the Englísh whilst oi 
their way to Egypt. He carne to America with the rank of Captain of fiigaic^ 
and here where liis military and political conduct was censurable in « higfa de* 
grce, he ascended to the rank of Fietd Mnrshal of the royal army, confened 
on him by that groas and debauched prínco Ferdinand VTI., «Iwaya ready to 
protect pcrfídy and encouragt^ crime. ^Vs much as was missing to MonteTodtfi 
jufitíce and prudcnce, was abundantly replaced by i)etulance and vanity. Fon^ 
of commanding and bombastic, he sought fame, without knowing that esteei^ 
ís T>etter won when Icast solicited, because it depends on human respcct. T\k^ 
loyal liistorians acknowledge that he trespassed on his order by his invamon o^ 
Carora ; but thcy justify him by saying, ** the wish of doing better aervioe tí^ 
the king, and by that no))le ambition which is the first quality of a aoldier.^^ 
Easy way to justify a fault of insubonlinatíon, opening the way to all aspin^^ 
tion, and suljstituting fur military obcdicnco and discipline, first and greater^ 
quality of that profossion, the arljitnxry and ])orsonnl cnpríce of each chief I 

At Carora there was a forcé of six hundrcd patriots, superior in nombenü^ 
that of Monteverde, commandcd by the Commandant Don Manuel Felipe Qü, 
and which in case of necessity could Ix; supported by the main portioQ of tiio 




UFB OF BOLIYAB. 09 

' of the Oolonel Don Diego Jalón, stationcd at 
'^e patriota was easy and safe, íklling upon Bar- 
of Monteyerde was certain, if he snflfered any 
hostile country. But as his good luck wished 
« g soldiers missing bis direction and encourage- 

\ 't hemselTes when Montererde arriyed. Sorely 

lers still contriyed to resist for an hour and a 

(March 23.) Monteverde took eighty-nine 

.^ots and munitions. The royal soldiers sacked 

^ to^f woald a hostile city ; they killed sereral patriota, 

...tffe, ábiudiig wiÜi impiety their rictory. 

«iMVtime began to look favorably on the arms of the royalists, and coldly on 

tfie Lidependeots ; and it was decreed that the insubordination of Monteyerde 

was the root of aU our most cracl safferings. 

When the news of these saccesscs was receiyed in Caracas, many causes of 

ftar and anxiety onexpectedly arrived ; eyents of another kind which left this 

city and many toyms of the moontains submerged in the most cniel desolation. 

On the 26th of March an earthqaake took place, which conyerted into ruina 

the most flourishing towns of our Republic. 

It was four o'clock in the eycning, the sky was extremely transparent and 
Inilliant ; a profound calm which increased the forcé of an intolerable heat 
A few drops of water fell, there not being a single cloud yisible which would 
á3t€p it ; the churches were crowded with people who were assisting at the 
oeramonies of the Catholic religión. (It was Holy Thorsday I) At seycn min- 
vtea past four a fearful noise, accompanied by a sudden trembling of the éarth, 
aimoaneed to all a g^reat catastrophe. The moyement of the trepidation was 
▼iolent The churches, the buildings, could not resist, all cmmbled into pieces, 
and feU with awful din, burying in their ruins thomsands of inhabitants. *< I saw,'' 
idates an ocular spectator, " the greater part of the church of San Jacinto, 
cramble to its foundations ; and there, amidst the dust and death, I beheld the 
dflBtraction of a city which was the dclight of the natiyes and foreigners.'^ 

What horror 1 what confusión I all ruins I Lamentations which lacerated 

the heartal And the earth always trembling 1 and that tremcndous noise, 
which inspíred fear, and froze the hearts of the brayest, still resounding in the 
qiaoe, apreading itself like unto the echo of the yoice of the Ángel of the Apoca- 

lypaey announcing the destruction of the earth I 

Caracas, Barquisimeto, La Guayra, Merida, all were conyerted into heaps of 

TtáñM I San Felipe disappearcd 1 In one moment, the conyulsions of 

natore ^estroyed the patient work ^f three centuríes I And the inhabi- 

toia, astounded and wandering in the plazas and fields, implored the pity of 
the Omnipotent I 

** To that inexplicable noise," writes Diaz, " followed the silence of death. The 
^loana of those who were dying in the Church of San Jacinto. I surmoimtod 

te núns and entercd its interior On the highest spot I met Don Simón 

íoliyar, who, in shirt-sleeyes, was stepping oyer thcm, occupied in the same 
(^ut!h. The utmost terror or desperation was depicted in his countenance. 
He recognized me, and addressed the following impious and extrayagant words : 

^ ÍT nature oppase* herulf^ w« will wrestle with her^ and Jhrcs her to dbey? 

"Hie plaza was already crowded with people, who gaye forth the most pene- 
Ming cries, etc Boliyar, with that forethought with which he was 
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especial ly cndowed, un<lcrBt<M>(l immcdintclj tbc great fri 
wouKl draw from tliís liurríblo cuta^troplie, pre^entíng jt uf 

Ilcaven *' fur thc 8Ín 'jf indcpemlciice.'* And nn seelng j Díaz, 

known os a Gotli, cvcn wítbDut l>cin«^ spokon to by thii Jie woids 

whicli ari- not eztravagaut, but sauíples of ubility, and n ptapacwáty. 

TIii.4 sume Diuz wlio was lo writc afterwards so many stup nm, aad sosUíih 
ing, likc a fanatir, that Caracas, guilty, reccived the chastíManeat, which wm 
exLriited by the anu of Divine ju.ttif-e, that '* the earthquake was a poniahiiicnt 
from Ileaven for thcir sacrilcgiousí acts of rcbellion against their ^gitimafee 
moiiarch.'* 

Thi:« same Díaz did uut reach with his mind so far as to comprehend that ka 
couM think atlerwards the viT}- same thing which Bolívar had already foraMcn. 
And tliat phrase, *' We will wre»tU',** denionstratcs what waa the imrocabk 
deci.^ion of that man, wliicli nothing could repel, not even the change» ñor thi 
tremen dous plienomenon uf n:iture. 

As Holivar had divined, by his admirable gifl of intelligence, it happaiad. 
Fanaticism touk advantagos of this terrible event of thc 26th Haich, to makt 
war against the systcm uf lil irty ;inil iniU-pcndenee. Ilardiy hacltfaia phenom- 
enoii passed, when thc Priur of the Duuiiuicanrs Fr. Felipe Lamota, and FaÜMr 
Salvador Garcia de Ortigüz;i, uiounted on a tablc iu the niidrt of the ínghtened 
and uwe-stricken multitnde, pre;iched that the earthquake was a maaifeti fm^ 
Uhiiu'nt of Jltiren; (he tuflk'tuunt uf a Ovd irritattd agaitat thé inaotéion 
ich'f fiad cujft oif the m*'st clrt>i"*tM of mnnarchi^ Ftrdintind VII^ the Imtl 
anotnftd. And as there was great paius taken to demoralize opinioa sad 
])ropagate errur, thc clcrg}\ iii gcuer.d, addicted to Spain, took adranUige of 
the smallest aecidents to pro ve thc manifest will of God against the indepead- 
enU>. The Temple of the Trinilv, which, 8upported on massivc pillan üi 
roüf, was situated in the soulhem and nioiot elevated part of its grand pIsBL 
On the up¡)Ositc extreme the scatTold was ])la(-ed, where months befoiv the cod- 
i^pirators Diaz Floros, Sánchez, and others, had licun executed. The chorch thit 
was in proximity lo tlie vetiran barraiks was a uiilitary chapel, and on oneof 
the ]>inars of an aleo ve, named that of Los Kemcdiojs destined to the nie of 
the troops, thc shield of Spain was puinted. Tliis temple was crumbled to üi 
foundatiuns ; and an enormous portion of one of its pillars was thrown off 
vinlontly, and ruUing duwn the p1az:i, struck against the scaffold, and destnjvd 

it I Ahme the pillar with the sliidd stood crcct, and was disdngwk- 

able froiii the points of that crumbled mass of ruins! 

Thc ri'ader may judge how furciMc were the argumenta which, based oa 
thcsc strange cinumstances, were pr^.-^entcd to the fear-strícken conacienoMof 
the people! Tlie earthquake. bes!. li^s, having t;iken place predscly tlíe MBS 
day un which two years previous the Spani^h authoríties had Ix^en deposedl 

Tiie govenmieiit arisembied in the plaza of the Cathedral at about fiveoVlock 
in the aftemoon, to take the ncfessary measures in this unexampled detoIatM^ 
Xs suon as not ice was given of the exccedingly seditious sermons piciched 
from the pórtico of San Felipe and in the I^laza San Jacinto, and theda? 
sensation it had creatcd, the two príests were ordered to lie impríaoned, vá 
the pillar to be thrown «lown ; !)ut the evil had been done, and was now inca- 
rabie. Tlic impression hail been powcrful ; and the feeling of independen^ 
had loát its integrity. The royalist pric>ts, posíieí»scd of the erang^cal tm 
demanded from the public sorrow respect to the supcrstitions and homitge to 
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despotism. SubverBiYe diacourses, based on mutilated texis from the Holy 
Bible, and repeated in all parts, brought over the afflicted multitudc, and suc- 
ceeded in totally changing pnblic opinión. 

It ia andoubted that, if the violent eorthquake of the 26th of March had 
not taken place, the lepublican arma would haye puniahed seTerely the intent 
of Monteverde, and spared the calamitios in ^hich the country was inyolTed 
by hia victory. 

The SpanLsh chicftain having recognized hia ezposed situation, had endea- 
Yored to fortify Carora, although with Btnall prohabillty of heing áhU to reúiC an 
ardinarily-prepartd expedition. Ceballos, understanding the imniinent períl 
that Monteyerde waa running, he ordered him to evacúate the placo, ** so aa not 
to be cut off by the troopa at BarquisimetOf rcinforccd by a portion of the 
tvro tbouaand men quartered at Valencia.** It was not within the range of 
hnmMi prorision, confeasea the Spaniard Torrente, that Monteverde could have 
preaerved himaelf at sach a diatance from the headqoarters of Coro, had it not 
boen for the mentioned extraordinary event of the earthquake.* But at Caracoa, 
•Ls hundred men had dicd in their barracka ; the numeroua garrison of La 
Gnayra was reduccd to a few aoldicrs ; six hondrcd militiamen, who wcre on 
thieir way to San Felipe, to aaaist the troops camped thcre, arrived just in üme 
for the catastrophe, and were sepuUurcd with thcír brethrcn. A body of twelve 
hundred men who were paaaing a review at Barqnisimeto, and two columna of 
three hundred each who were on the march, disappeared in the abyssea of 

deatruction I All provisions, military parka, resources, the hope of 

jnany campaigns, all waa annihilated in a few momenta, leitlunU hattle* for 
Uberttf, to ithout defeati for dupotism / 

And how was it poasible to apeak any more of country to a population dia- 
pened and hid amongat ruina 1 Of sacri fices, to citizens who posscsscd only 
rabbiah ! Of liberty and national dutiea to a son, a father, a husband, who 
were detained clasping the sepulchres by an intense sorrow I 

Monteverde, taking advantage of these circumstances, which were to con- 
tábate him tríumphs little hoped for, determined to undertake the campaign 
without waiting for the reinforccments which he had asked from Coro. 

He took posseasion of Barqnisimeto, whose inhabitants, tcrrified, hud swom 
•n^giance to the king, moved by the subversivc sermona of a pricst who preached 
to them £mm upon these veiy ruins. At Yarítagua, aftcr an idcntical czhorta- 
tkm, Ferdinand of Bourbon was swom to, as an expiation pleasing to the 
Supreme Being. El Tocuyo, and other neighboríng villages, imitated the same 
oontagious example, all giving noticc of it to Montevenlc 

In thia manner, a great eztention of territory waa occupied by this Spanish 
chief ; he increased hia troopa with the artillery, small arma, and ammunition 
which he diainterred firom among the ruins of Barqnisimeto; through the 
meana of one of his lieutenants Trujillo was occupied ; anothcr surprised and 
took the town of Araurc, and he himself aet out for San Carlea. 

There Colonel Diego Jalón had thirteen hundred men, though little diacip- 
fined ; but this brave officer, bruised, with a leg almoat crushed, could not lead 
them. Colonel Mjguel Ustariz, second in command, took charge, and, with 
fautractions from Jalón, he set out to meet the victorious Monteverde. The 

« This event (the earthquake) opened the countiy in a great manner to the con- 
qiieror of Cavora. (Diaz* " Bemcmbrances of the Rebellion of Caracas.") 
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com)>at took place, in which the royalinU bad no adrantage ; hüt Monteverde 
was cünfídcnt, bccause thc commandant of the cavaliy of the Pao, Don Join 
Hontalvü, a Spaniard in tbe pen-ice of thc Republic, having pasacd over to 
him, assurcd him that the cavalry (the principal ann npon which Ustaríz nfieil) 
would flee or poss o ver, as in eíTect it did, the Captún, Craces, arrívini? litde 
aílerwards with bis Boldie», tu place biniself undcr the orden of MonteTcrde. 

Sucb villainous conduct completcd our defcat ; some few faithfol soldien. 
üstaríz and tbe coinmandant, 31¡«;uc1 Cara1)afio, commanding the staÜ^ aníved 
ftt Valencia. 

Monte verde entered San Carlos, be sacked it, and continued hia maidi 
towards Valencia, wbere tliere were no forcea to oppoae him. 

Tlic 4tb of Apríl, at balf-past thrce in tbe evening another frightful more- 
mcnt of tbe eurtb avo» fclt, which continued, without ccaaing an instant, thoo^ 
with lc3s forcé, until eleven and tbirty-five minutes of the night- The hísfavy 
of tbe cutastropbies of thc ^lobe (loes not prcsent a phenomenon of eqml 

duration ; it lasted ei<rbt mortal boura ! A aubmeraion was with 

rcasoii fearcd ; it scemed as if support was wanting to what waa caUed Um 
firma ! 

Tliis ncw eartbquake caused ruins amongst ruins, and increased the maaj 
and affliction.* 

Thc Gi'ncml Government was amuzed with sucb frightful phenomenon, hy tiw 
progress of tbe royal arms, and ubove al I by tbe defection of our own soldien; 
they were lacking in material ret«ourccs, and without moral forcé, as opiídoB 
had 1>cen wcukened, it was tbou^^bt nccc<^snry to place the common fatc in tbe 
bands of onc man. Tbe matter was cahnly tbought over, and all agreed tlut 
thc presen t position rcquired tbe investin^ of al)8olute power in one penoo, 
capable of exerciiting it with courugo, with activity and detemiination. TV 
executive dclcgated all its powers fírst on tbe Marquis del Toro, and añerwirdsi 
by excuse of tbis onc, t ) Gcncml Francisco Mirand:i, who, entitlcd Generd- 
issimo, and bad tbe supreme autboríty over tbe forces of the Republic on land 
and sea. Miranda, on account of bis sorvices, of bis talenta, and the sohridj 
of bis Miaviour, ricbly meritcd tliut important nomination f 

Tbe General Government rctired to La Victoria (26th Apríl). 

On tbe nigbt of tbis day Miranda marcbed towards Caracas, where he wat 
to Bcek for rcsources to carry on the war. On the way, he fonvarded the offlctf, 
José Austria, for tbe purpose of informing Colonel Bolívar (who was tlKi 



* Tbis is tbe ])Iace to remrd a gcnemuri act of which no historian has spota 
and wbicb then and always will bave among as thc bifrhest regard. Whei tbe 
great catahtropbe of Caracas was known in tbe United States of Xortb Americii 
ConíirreHS, a^scmhled at Wushin^ton, unanimously dccreed the aending of fiTev» 
seis loaddl with flour to tlio coast nf Venezuela to lie distributed among the mort 
indjgunt inhubitants. Sucb a ^'nrrous puccnr ^ns receíved with the most ViJél 
gratitude; and tbis soluum act of a freo ])eo]>k', said Humboldt, tbis pmofofíifr 
tional int4>n>st, of wbicb the grown-up civilization of Europe oiTers few «xampka 
appearcd a pn^ious Ixmd of tb(^ mutual iK^novolence wbicb ahould onite for ereí 
thc iK*(>|il(f of tbe two Ainericas (IVrs. uurrat.) 

f lu W-nt'zucla, as in Home, inmiincnt poríl nnd aniversal anxiety cR«t«d tba 
Dictatonsliip. " In brx* tantaniui t*x¡K-ctationc n:nim, aollicita civitate, IMctaloril 
prímun crcandi mentlo ortu cst." (Tit. II, L. v. 18.) 
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on his &nn of San Mateo) lo prepare hinuelf and lo join hixn, and be employed 
in the senrice of his conntry. 

It thu8 happened. 

Two houTB afterwards, Miranda arriyed at the hoose, and communicated to 
Bofiyar, that he shonld immcdiately procecd to Paerto Cabello and take the 
oommand of that place. Puerto Cabello contained large deposita of military 
•toreB ; in its principal fortress there was a prison in which were confíned many 
Spaniards. Bolívar accepted reluctantly, becansc, as he said to the Commander- 
in-Chie^ that inactive command was the least proper for bis cbaracter, dispoeed 
to be in motion and diligent. But, as l^randa insisted, Bolívar accompanied 
him to Caracas, and proceeded without delay to his destination (29th April). 

Early in the moming of the Ist of May, the Commander-in-Chief marchcd 
oot of Caracas with the forcea which ho had been able to collect. It was then 
tliat were hcard, for the first time, detonations and repeatod cannonading, which 
nKmbled a combat Miranda, surprísed, ordered the army to halt ; and he 
lilinself stopped on the heights of La L^ja, fearing that the enemy were cffect- 
ing a landing at La Goaynu Ignoríng the causes of those noiscs, which 
reaembled the dischaiges of artillery, he marched into La Quayra as soon as he 
was informed that nothing had happened there. It was the eruption of the 
Tolcano of San Vicente. That mountain was vomiting forth the inflammable 
matter contained in its bosom, and its noise reached us ! 

Konteverde occupied Valencia the 3d of May. He was accompanied from 
San Carlos by the Presbytery, Don Juan Antonio Rojas Qucipo, a true disdpla 
of Torquemada ; Fray Pedro Hernández, the conspirator of Valencia, pardoned 
by Congruss ; and three more priests, the Drs. Manuel Vicente Maya, Nepomu- 
oeDO Quintana, and the father, Don Pedro Gamboa, this latter a very vulgar 
person, all apostles of despotism, and whose sermons were of more service to 
Monteverde than his cannon. 

Seeing the importance of pressing the royalist General, and forcé him to 
evacúate the important position of Valencia, he covered the point of Guayos 
with a strong detocbment under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Antonio 
Flores. The ezit of our troops was not doubtful, on account of their deter- 
mined efforts ; but a fatal star presided o ver the destínies of the country. In 
tfae midst of the firing of an advanced body, the treason of the Captain of 
Qrenadiers, Pedro Ponce, a Spaniard, who had passed over to the enemy with 

hit company 1* Infamous action 1 By this the triumph of Monteverde 

was secured, which he would not havo succee<led in in any other manner. On 
thia &tal day, many were wounded and takcn prísoners, bdng among the first- 
mentioned the Lieutenant of Sappcrs, Francisco Avendano. 

The mind of Miranda vras, by these events, left in suspense and tortured; 
and, from that time, he unfortunately began now to opérate without any con- 
eert^ When drcumstances required calmness and determination, and when, 
more than ever, it was the obligation to oppose, in all directions, the invasiona 
of the enemy, impeding him, at least, in bis movements, Miranda retreated with 
his army to Cabrera, and by this allowed Monteverde to extend his invasiona» 
and to combine bis plans on a larger scale. Unfortunate mistaket Don 
Suaebio Antonanzas, second in command to Montevei-de, did not delay in 

* This Pedro Ponce was Captain of the company which formed the eecort on 
Holj Thuisday, (19th April,) in the cathedral, when Empáran was taken. 
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occupying Calabozo and the town of San Joan de los MomM^ impoitant te 
their military position, rcalizing in thoee places the anlackj nconqucat 

The Generaliasimo established bis head quarten at Maracaj, and ^nmAm 
known to all that bis syBtem in the future sbonld be merely on the d^m^ 
dtt. He ezcited the pataiotism of the Yenemelana by a beautifol allocntifla 
(2l8t Hay), and awaited in expectancy the succeadon of érenla which mi^ii 

transpire! Pemicious, unhappy thoogbtl Did not ifíw^M ft 

underatand the cost and períl of bis inaction ? That it was preferable lo 
aagment hia forcee, and quickly put , an end to the war, so that the enemy 
ahould not push on and coUect new energies 7 To the general who wcakflM 
the minds of bis soldiers with posillanimona and ailly lesolutiona ; he wIm)^ ' 
distmsting on account of any accidcnt, loees faith in hia final Tictory, and now 
awaíts miracles to recupérate, it is evident that ruin oyerlakes htm, and detek 
ia not far ofL General ^liranda knew this too well, being, as he waa, ao inteDI* 
gent in the science of war; but he forgot in that crítícal emeigency, and not 
only did he err, bnt, in the obstinacy of bis error, pretended to fiad thoee who 
approved bis policy. 

But it happencd to the contrary, as the patriota now began to lose fidlh and 
confldence in that chie£ The discouraging inactiyity of the Repnblican ansi^ 
cansed, it appt'ai.^, by unknown plans ; the frequent and intímate coirespondenot 
of the Comuianiicr-in-Cbief with the GoTemor of Curasao : the di^Mlcbing 
of Molini, PríTute Secretary of Miranda, on a secret mission to England ; tiie 
fireedom oíTered to the slaves, in violation of the sacred rights of proper^, 
and the publication of martial law, causcd the good ñame of the Dictator to fiül 
to the ground, which now only inspired discontent. 

Aa Antoflanzas advanced towards Cura, Miranda retreated to La Yictoria» 
bnming before the large and well-proTÍdcd warehousea of the commiasniy de 
partment of the army. 

AU tbis appeared as a defeat, when it was only an impradent diapoaitíon; 
and oh 1 inexplicable contraríety ! as if they were in time of peace, on Iht 
anÍTal at La Victoria, a general order was given to cleanso the arma — inmiMafttt 
operation, in which they were surprised by Monteverde. Uowever, our troopt 
joined in the combat in still fizing their muskots, and fonght with such délo- 
mination that they repulsed the royalists and put them in a sbameñil fligfaL 
All clamored for an active pursuit of the encmy, which, at least, would haf» 
blüanced their invasión ; but deaf to tbia exigcnce of the army, the Commander-^ 
in-Chief ordered the difierent dividons back to their quarten. His plan ef 
campaign, he repeated, being idmply on the déf emite ; and such a declaration ^^ 
only increased and rendered universal the discontent. 

In this action waa diatinguished highly the Colonel Juan Pablo AyaUi in- — 
trepid patriot, loyal, oonstant, worthy of all honor, as loving for the indqMod- '- 
ence, as he was invariable in his desire to serve his country. Juan Pablo waa ^ 
amongst tboee ofilccra who most ni^d tbe General-in-Chief to abundantly ool> " 
lect the firuits of this victory ; but be could not succeed, because Miranda, afiecl» 
ing a tendemees, which was really only indolence, was obetínate, in not Taiying 
from bis system, and to be on the 3^en$ive,^ Thus, with forces amounting lo 



* Witneeeee who were presenta and of knowlcdgo in tho art of war, afflrm that 
if Miranda, as begged of by him the officers of his anny, had j>urBued Monteverde^ 
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12,000 men, whom if be had known how to put them to osa, he would have becn 
able to flolidly foimd the empire of liberty, wliile a handñil of ad venturera were 
destroTÍng the Republic, becatue of the mistaken calculatíon of the man in 
whose hands nhe phiced her faite in the unhappiness of those times. Monte- 
Terde waa no more than a daring and inaubordinaie adveniurer^ according to 
the ei^preasion of Urquinaona to whom fortune wm the only plank o/Malration;*_ 
but it was not rescnred to General Miranda to oyerthrow him ! 

At La Victoria, Miranda receiyed a communication from Colonel Bolivar, in- 
ííoraúng him of his jnst fears of being attacked ; firstlj, becauae tlie enemy 
were aware that Puerto Cabello could not be defended ; secondly, becauae the 
Taat deposita there contained would incite their cupidity. Miranda, did not 
decide, howeyer, anything. Anteríorily Bolívar had written to him proposing 
an ezpedition of the most promising resulta. In substance it was this : That a 
well-equippcd column should be sont to Choronl, in which port they would 
embark in the brigs of war " Argos" and *^ Zeloso," and brought to Puerto 
Cabello, would execute a rapid movement to the rear of the enemy, pladng him 
between two fires ; an operation easy, practicable and altogether militaiy. It 
would havo been the evident destruction of Montevcrde ; but the Qeneralissimo 
did not accept it, and things continued in their same state— the Republicana 
st La Victoria, the Spaniarda at San Mateo— their General beginning now to 
recognize the imprudence of his undertaking, deprived as he could lie, írom 
one moment to the other, even of the recourse of an honorable retreat. Such 
waa now the state of afiaira, that even their own victoriea did not give securi^ 
to the Spaniards.t 

^ Monteverde imagining, with too much confidence," says Torrente, '^ that aU 
" flbould give way to the rapidity of his mancBUvres and to the strength of his 
''ann, endeavored to surprise the insurgente early one moming. The ezLt 
** justified the truth of his plans ; they were taken, in effect, the soldiere of Mir- 
'^anda being off their guard; but being favored by the position, encouraged 
^ by their numbers, and confíding in the knowlcdge and intelligence of their 
« commander, they mado a desperate de&nse, repulsing the enemy with sofficient 
*^ loss, and leaving them in such a weak state after their unlucky attempt, that 
« ttiey could scarcely number 500 disciplined troops, the reat bdng recruits or 
•* inexperta." J 

lia ooald have deetroyed him and secured the oause of independenoe (Bestrepo, 
Hlstory of Ck>lombia, vol 3.) 

* A written relation of the origin and progresa of the distnrbancea of the prov- 
inoea of Venezuela. 

f The Brigadier Ceballoe, a prodent and circomspect offlcer, rightly feared the 
xiáks by which could be sarrounded the column which the disobedient Monteverde 
comxnanded ; he oommonioated to him, Insisting on him to risk n# new conqueets, 
made known to him the danger he ran at such a distance firom the headquarteis at 
Coro, and finally suppreesing the personal resentments he entertalned for that in- 
«aboidinate subaltem, who did not mind his authority, he set out with seven hun- 
dred men to save him from the catastrophe into which he would have inevitably 

Iteen sepoltured. Events unfortonately took a diflbrent tum. ' Ceballos was 

made rldiculousj Monteverde elevated, and the Republic disappeared to make 
piBoe for the empire of vengeance, of humiliations, which preparad for her the ad- 
Tiaen of the stupid Aleño, 
t Torrente. Hiatoiy of the American Bevolutian. VoLLp. 803. 
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In tfie midst of his natural ignorance, Monteyefde íeared that lOnnda woQld 
cat off bis retreat— an easy operation, and eadly ezecnted, much mora ao, m 
he could dispoee of forces at Puerto Cabello, and attacking him in ñout, < 
his complete destraction. Troubled by tbis care, be bcld a oooncil of ' 
all tbe officen supported the plan of retiríng to Valencia. The amount ct 
lunmunitíon was acaree, as tbey bad only 4,000 cartridges, and they ooold not 
provide tbcmselTes írom Coro, and even less from Paerto Rico and Karacaibo, 
tbe case being too ui^gent. Tbe retreat was considered indispenaable, wmá 
Monteverde was on tbe point of orderíng it; but tbe Preabitm, Don Jnas 
Antonio Rojas Queipo, eamestly supplícated him '* to dclay it for thzee day% 
*' 90 ai to fee wkat toould hap¡tfn during that ipac€ of timt^ that wouid ékaimge 
^for the httUr the present iituuti»»n ;" and to prevent tbe troopa firom fbrang 
him to execQte tbe agreement of tbe Coundl, he took him along to Cagna» a 
town doee by.* 

Tbe advice of Queipo was an advice of a príest Honteverde, who was aay- 
thing elee but a aoldier, did not fínd any answer for him, and began to awaít 
fiom time, bopcs whicb truly it could not giye him. Alas ! if Miranda had 
only wisbed to opérate ! 

But tbe ruin of tbe Republic was destined, and tbe decrees of destiny wn 
inexorable I 

In tbese critical circumstances, Monteyerde, surrounded by prieata and Mcria- 
tans, was staying at Cagua witb more fcar tban tranquillity. The CasUe of flan 
Felipo de Puerto Cabello, raised tbe Spanisb flag (80tb June) in conaeqoenoe of 
a conspirocy exccuted by tbe prisoners and tbe garríson, who intímated to 
Bolívar to surrcnder tbe city. Tbe Comouuidant, Pedro Aymerich, the reaiding 
and responsible commander of tbe fortress, bad left tbe place a few momenta, 
and, in bis absence, tbe conspirators (tbat same Dr. Jacinto Yztneta, pardoned 
by Congress), Dons Francisco Sánchez, Incbauspi, Raquero and othen^ ap- 
proached tbe unwortby officer, Francisco Fernandez Vinoni, that day gob- 
mandlng tbe garríson, be allowed bimself to be carríed away by the aeditíon, 
and putting tbe prisoners at lil)erty, co-operated witb bis soldiera to the oonaam- 
mation of a críme most unfortunate and transcendental for the patriota. As 
the castle commands tbe bay and its batteríes, it forced tbe reaaela ancfaond 
in tbe bay to surrender, and began to fígbt tbe city. 

Tbe dcfence was impossible. Bolívar, bowcver, attempted it, and aoatained 
for three days tbe fíre of tbe fortress, and strongly reiteratod tbe aolidtade of 
reinforccment from tbe Ckneralissimo. On tbe 4tb of July waa known that» 
instead of tbe reinforccment promised by Miranda, Monteverde waa mtidbiag^ 
on tbe dty. Tbe advonccd detachments afterwards passed over to the royal- 
ists, and Bolívar scnt tbe only men whicb be could reunite, to the numbar of 
two bundrcd, to keep tbem in cbeck. Tbe combat took place at the apo( 
callcd San Esteban, and tbe patríots were defeated. The fire from the fortraa» 
in tbe meanwbile, spread constemation on all sides, and prodnoed the inoen- 
diarísm of the brig of war '* Argos.*' Bolívar still wisbed to defend himaélf 
witb forty men who rcmained witb bim ; but, being abandoned the 6th of Ju^ 
by his soldíers, be determined to cmbark ut Borburata witb eight officers who 
accompanied bim, amongst tbem, Tomas Montílla, Francisco Ribaa GalindOi 
and Miguel Carabaflo. *' He owed bis salvatíon,'' wrítes Restrepo, ^ to the bifg 



* Urquinaona. Written Belation, p. 110. 
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* ZeloBo/ oommanded by the faitbfíil Spaniard, Maiturena, on board of which 
lie went to La Gaayia. ' Almost the Bame words are uaed hj Baralt and Díaz, 
this and thoee copying from Monten^^. Ducondray-Holstein, who fabricated 
hiatory as waa conrenient to him, saya that Boliyar aecretly abandonod hia post 
and embarked, as if poeaessed by fear, at night, without the knowledge of the 
ganison, in a achooner commanded by a Danish captain in the service of the 
Venesaelan gorenunent, arriying early in the morning at La Goayira, frcm 
which pomt he went to San MaUeo^ eending Mantilla to appriee Miranda. There 
ÍB no leason for na to take any notice of the malign fiüsehoods of this calnm- 
niating man, who knew not even the geography of the positions in which he 
placed his yictíms. Bolívar could not go to San Mateo, occnpied as it was by 
the royalists ; and on his way he woold infallibly be obliged to pass by La 
Victoria, whoe Miranda was posted ; and in that case, he wonld not have to 
dispatch Montilla to infonn him, of what had occarred. It is olear then that 
Colonel Dncoudray did not know what he was writing. For the rest, thoee 
who copicd from Montenegro, who named Martiarena by mistake, or perhaps 
to ennoble the memory of him, who was his fiiend and college-mate, it is well 
to say that the conmiander of the **Zeloso " was the frigate Gaptain Don Pedro 
Castillo, who, on seyeral oocasions, lent his services to the Repablic, and that 
on leaving the waters of Borborhta, the crcw of the reasel, which was all com- 
poaed of Bpaniards with the exception of two, attempted to rerolt, and tnm 
the bow of the veesel to Puerto Cabello ; that Bolívar, having had timely notice, 
woke np his officeis, went on deck, accompanied by Ribas and Montilla, spoke 
to the marinera, and offered them one hundred and sizty doubloons of gold, 
wldch was all he had, if they wonld land him at La Gnayra ; that the sailors 
agreed, and at the end of four days thcy anchored in this port, and Bolívar 
gare the money he had promísed. Tho loyalty of Martiarena remains in all its 
integiity ; but it onght to be understood that, in the salvation of Colonel Bolí- 
var, he had no opportnnity to exercise it 

Miranda was informod of the unhappy ovents of the fortrcM the 6th of Jnly, 
in the evening, at the moment he was leaving a banqnet which he had g^ven to 
his ofilcers and others, distingoished citizens, to celébrate the anniversary of 
the declaration of independence. " Yenoznela is wonnded to the heart," he 
ezclaimed, in a deep voice, after reading the despatches and Communications. 
^ Yon have allowed her to be wonnded," murmured, in a low voice, many of 
the officers, who did not approve the manner of proceeding of the commander- 
in-cMef^ and who had already sown división in the añny. Meanwhile, the 
Bcddiers openly deserted ; the dissatisfaction was becoming universal, and the 
poótion was becoming every moment worse and unsustainable. A decided 
determination from Miranda, which wonld have aprung from a oertain rapid 
ini^iration ; a valorous act of bravery against this multitude of inconveniences, 
woidd have arranged it all in favor of our cauae ; but Miranda, weakened by 
these defections, already wearíed by age, and being inwardly persuaded that 
he waa termed as a eoward and even as a traitor^ labored under a certain weari- 
nen which did not leave his mind free to govem ; he became more and more 
irreeolute, and becauae he committed one mistake, it seemed to him but con- 
itancy to keep on. As if a mistaken judgment brought on obligations. 

In this State, of anxiety, the tocsin was sounded at Caracas at twelve 
o'clock on the night of the ISth of July. A new calamity was coming to 
étíachArge itself upon this dty groaning under ndsfortunee I The slaves of 



f 8 UWTt OP BOUTÁB. 

Curien^ Capaya, nnd, in general, of the Taneyi of Bariovento, aedüoed and 
raiaed by three Spaniarda, Don Lrifloro Quintero, Don Manad Ehabam, and 
Don Gaspar González, ibis last a captain, wbom the repablican oongreaB liad 
allowed to preaenre bia grade, were marching apon Caracaa, after having oom- 
mitted sevenl mordeía at Guatire, execnted with barfoarooa cmdty. Ule 
decree of Miranda, which called all tbe slavea to tbe mÜitaiy 'aenrice, waa 
one of tbe causes of this rerolutíon, as tbe ownen couTlnced that they woidd 
lose them, wisbed with tbem to do ali possihie injarf to the patriota. Of 
how mony crils is not a rerolution. not well-weighed, the cause of I 

Tbe following day, aftor daybrcak, Don Antonio Femandes de León, Mar- 
qais de Casa-Lcon, Director-Gcnersil of Cnstoma, embarked íbr La Victoria; 
and availing bimself of the difiicalties by which the commander waa anr- 
roundod, be encrgetícally depicted to bim tbe miserable eztnmie to which the 
city had becn reduccd ; tbe necessity of ending that wor between brothcn bj 
an honorable treaty ; the uselessness of any resistance which áhould not be doae 
against tbe Spanish arms ; the new and tremendooa eril of the inaarrectkm of 
tbe slavos ; tbe commenccment of war of colora, etc. 

Casn-Leon waa tbougbt a patriot, and had even been aent oilder aneit to 
Spain, in May, 1809, for bcing among tbose who asked the GoTemor and Cqh 

tAÍn-Gencral the establishment of a *' Junta Suprema de Caracas.** 

Miranda listcned to bim without mistrust Cognizant of the sltaation of 
afiairs, and forcseeing the observatíons tbnt Miranda could make in re ap ect to 
his person, oifered the general means to lÍTe in a foreign oountry, 90 fhaty be 
said, in hi$ ohl affe he would not fimi hirnteí/ indigent. As if commodities and 
joy could be found in exile, and as if tbe smoke of borne waa not prefeíaMe 
to tbe stnuigcr*s fire. 

Patríac fumus, ignc alieno, luculcntior. Miranda reflected on what the Mar 
quis bnd said to bim. He remained thougbtful. The propoeítion contained 
in itself such intiinsic imi)ortancc and gravity, that it was imposaible to deter- 
mine immecliatcly. Casa-Leon pressed bim anew with more cfficacioaa aign» 
mcnts ; be said be would spcak witb Monteverde, and would arrange all mai^ 
ters ; tbat the moments wcre precioufi, and that nothing was more adrante 

geous in that bopeless conflict tban to agree to Añer some time of 

inward combat, of mortal wrestling, 3Iiranda tbougbt the idea ingranoaa, and 
adbua'd to it. ^^ I am willing," he said to bis interlocutor, showing plainly 
what bis soul suffered in approving tbat irreparable misfortune. 

Atler one ycar*3 liberty, and wben resourccs were in abundance to defend tbe 
countiy and destroy its enemies ; wben one energetic blriw would re-eetaUish 
the fortune and dccorum of tbe repuf>lican arms; Miranda descended to pío- 
pose a negociation for peace witb an insnlcnt adyentnrer, and sarrendering hk 
banücrs, submittiog anew the country to tbe slayery of the Peninsular gÓTcm- 

ment I Oh, unbappy idea I Oh, shameñil thougfat, woithy of the moit 

ev'crlastíng and cruel censure I 

Who inspired CasapLeon to go and talk with Miranda t Who gare aagadfy 
to liis specches, weight and authority to bis words, to decide the mind of Úm 
oíd warríor ? 

By what fatal destiny, did not Miranda know to reaist like Seitorio or die 
as Leónidas ? 

Baralt wishing to explain tbe conduct of General Miranda (moat difficnlt an- 
dertaking I) says : ** The patriota seeing themselTea depriyod 1^ the moat in 
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tant fortress of tbe Proyincc (Puerto Cabello) or along with it their cannon and 

warehooses, they caoght fear. They murmured at first and certainly 

myostly, against the (General who commandcd them ; afterwardB, against the 
ene wbo had afforded Monteverde such an immenBe advantage, permitting him 
to take breath and recupérate his strength. Those allow themselyes to be car- 
ried off by fear, disafiection íb spread : the Boldiers deaert openly, many of the 
diatinguished and notable persona follow their example. Miranda, perturbed, 
already sees the negroes inyading Caracas, and entcring the city with fire and 
blood as they had done in othet parts : knowing that the officers of the army 
do not confíde in him and despise him, he already persuades himself that they 
are capable of buying his ruin at the price of a public calamity : he believee 
there is no opinión ñor patriotié virtue amongst that crowd coUected by co- 
action, noyelty or the hope of plunder : that there is no people, there is no prin- 
ciplea, and that conscquently yictory was impossible. Howeyer ezaggerated 
tlieie reflections may appear, it is not difficult to conceiyo that they could haye 
and should hanre operated with a man irritated by the riyalry of his companions- 
in-arms, and deeply hurt by frequent disaffections of the soldiers, and the yery 
lecent one of important persons, who deserted his camp and went oycr to the 
enemy. For the rest, in no other manner (as there was neither treaaon ñor cow- • 
ardice) can be ezplained the horry which Miranda had in capitolating, being 
mperior to the enemy in nnmben, and being able to re-establish his fortune by 

a well-directed and daring blow of eneigy." 

The intention is indoed laudable, of searching to güd, to yamish, so at to 
coyer oyer and giye a good appearanoe to the conduct of the Qeneralisshno 
IQniída ; but it is not easy to flnd it Perhaps the mind would be more tran« 
qidl with that saying of the andents for all ezplanation : 
'* Cni Tult Deas perderé, prios demenUi !" 

As to me, respecting the memory of the distínguished oíd man, I would wish 
itk$t in my complaint should be perceiyed the just sorrow of leason which 
noyes it 
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After the republican GeDerml signed the ratification of the Treaty of Capitob- 
tion for all that General J. Austria may Bay in hia Militaiy History of Yenemcia) 
it was ratified by Miranda as will be tieen in the note; * he gaye orden to n- 
treat to Caracas ; and he himself marched away before daybreak of the 27th 
July. 

The officers and soldien ígnorcd the detalla of the agreement, and only íbn- 
aaw an irregular and dangerous disAolution. 

Mires, to whom the command of the army remained, when Miranda mairhad 
to Caracas, proToked a military Junta, and in it gaye ampie breadth to the 
indignation which oyerflowvd in the republican hearts against the proccediiip 
of the Dictator. Juan Pablo Ayala dií^tinguished himself amongst thoae whe 
compo^d tbc Junta, bis encrg}- of character and rcctitude of sentimenta SA 
not mould themsclyes to thesc debilities of the mind or to the deaigns of ahaiae 
or dishonor. He refused with forcíble determination to rvmain at La Victiorii 
to surrendcr it to Monteyerdc, and by bis cxample all rcsolyed to proceed á 
order to Caracas, whero thcy would take conyenient measures. 

Boliyur had arriycd ut Caracas after the misfortune at Puerto Cabello^ nd 
found himself on bis way to the bead quartcrs of General Miranda, whoi he 
was infonned of bis retum and the surrendcr of bis country ; and aa he was 
dcterminc-d not to submit himself, be decided to retum to La Guayia and eni- 
grate to foreign parts. 

" The rapitulation of General Miranda was a mystery to all ; as it was said Útá 
he would hi|?n it on board ; none of the emplovrs of this capital and La Ouajn 
heard of it until after the territorr was occupied by the Spaninh troope ; and Úñ 
anTicty and su^iN'nse in which all were, causod ]>roject8 of distnrl^ancea which wat 
princii>al1y directed afirainst Gi*neral Miranda, on account of having abnsed the eoa- 
fidence depoeit<^ with )ñm, of having proceed<HÍ against the desire and naiyml 
opinión, and for having comproniised a nmltitude of citixens who were left ezpofei 
to the pufferings and insults which they afterwards sufiered. 

" Thus a waAt of patriotism cannot \ie imputed some fiu^s against the aald Ctaa* 
eral, in wliich moycd the most illustríous authors of the independence, bat as in» 
sistible impulse for their 8elf-)>res<ír\*ation, calculating that if the head waa mná, 
they also should obtain the same fortune. Patriotism was pnt aside by cauBflí 
the pressing and conflicting circumstances, it did not appcar in their coantenaaea^ 
but it existed in their hearts. 

" It was not I who drew the drafts against the merchant Don Gerardo Patzite 
but the Maniuis de Casa-Leon, fn>m the valleys uf Aragua, and which the Gencnl 
brought witli him, but I received a dispatch fnmi the eaid Marqnis, tellingflMti 
inform, without loss of time, Patrullo to pr<»test and not pey tliem, which fricad^ 
messagc I executed eflScaciously. Theu I was infonned that in these calamltoai 
times onlers were ^ven for the deliven- of a considerable amonnt of dolían lo Al 
Englishman, Geo. Rolx^rtson, and whicli were paid in difierent sums." 

* Austria was surely Ignorant of the communication of Miranda to Montefeidl^ 
which says as follows : 

IIeadquarters. La Victoria, 25th July, 1811 

In yirtue of the last and definitive answers of the Commandant Genenl of thl 
Spanish troops of the Kegency, D. D. Monte verde, to the new propofdtions whSÁ 
were madu to him on my part, of wliose explanation the Commissioner AnVwi**» 
Femandt^z de León was charge, I have tbought, Consulting the federal Exeevthe 
Power, for not having space to do s^) with the people of Caracas, that I ahoold folJAf 
thenít attending to the preeent drcumstancea. 

Travcooo MfWfcwnA 
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The opinión of BoÜTar wat energetically opposed to the capitolation. The 
oondact of Ifiranda imtated him, and the grade of the intention of his ideas 
may be judged by the foUowing lines which he gaye forth in hia manifestó to 
the natíons of the world, and in which he rapidly sketches the panorama of 
the erents to which I haré referred. It aays, as foUows : 

** The people of these provinces, after having prochdmed their independence 
" and liberty, were snbjogated by an adventarcr, who, usurping to himself an 
" anthority he had not, and taking adyantage of the constemation produced 
'' by an euthqoakc, which was madc more terrible than its deyastations by igno- 
^ ranee and soperstítion^ he inyaded the proyinoe, spilling the blood of the 
** Americans, piUaging its inhabitants, and committing the moet frightful atro- 

" citiea. Monteyerde, against the ezpress orden of General Hiyares, on 

^ whom he depended, marched on, subjugating the firightened and easily seduced 
^^ people, np to the yícinitics of the City of Caracas, recently destroyed by the 
^ terrible earthquake of the 26th March, 1812. The only forcé which oppo8e<l 
** him, was onfortonately commanded by an officer who, preoccapied by hia 
««ambition and yiolent pasaionH, who either did not know the imaiinent 
^' peril, or wished to sacrifíce to them his country ; exccssiyely despotic and 
** arbitrary, he not only diauatísfíed the soldiers, but he deranged the different 
^ departmcnts of public administration ; he placed the proyince, or the portion 
" that was left of it, in a complete átate of nullity. 

*< Monteyerde, sapported by seyeral ignorant and demoralized priesta, who 
^ aaw in onr independence and libcrty the destniction of their power, exhausted 
'* aU hi6 resources to finish, to seduce the migority, and to leaye the minoríty 
^ without any chance of defenae. The capital destroyed; its inhabitants dis- 
" pereed in the fields : the people dying from hunger and misery ; terrifícd by 
^ the moidcrs of Antofianzas, Boyes and other satellites which Monteyerde had 
^ distributed by banda in the interior of the proyince to take Ufe without pity, 
'* by cold blood, without ceremony or formality, of as many as were conceiyed 
** to be patriota ; the soldiers without officers ; the people doubtful of their 
"fiíte. 

** Sach was the unhappy state of Caracas, when, among the yalleys of the 
** coast in the East, burst forth the insurrection of the negroes, free and slayes, 
** proyoked and helped and sustained by the emíssaríes of Monteyerde. These 
" barbamos and atrocious people fed tbemselyes on the blood and wealth of the 
** patriota, to whom a list of these weVe giycn at Curiepe and Cancagua. March- 
M ing against the neighborhood of Caracas, they conunitted in those yalleys, 
*' and especially in the town of Guatire, the most dreadful murders, pillage, yio- 
^'lence and deyastation. The prostrato, the peaceful countrymen, the most 
" honest men, the innocent, all were dying by the pistol and sword, or were 
^ barbarously flagellated eyen after the publication of the armistice. Blood 
^ nm on all ñdea, and the dead bodiea were the omament of the streets and 
^ plaaaa of Guatiie, Calabozo, San Juan de los Morros and other yiUages inhfr- 
** bited by industríous and peaceful people, who, far from haying taken up arma, 
** woald fly to the mountains on the approach of soldiers, from whence they 
** were taken, their arms tied, to be killed without any other ceremony, hearing 
" or judgment, than caúsing them to fall on their kneea. Any officer or soldier 
** had anthority to kill witb ímpunity any one whom he thonght to be a patríot, 
" or whom he had to rob. 

" In this difficulty, Caracas throatened in the East by the negroes, incited by 
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** Spanigh Europeaní, tlieady at the rillage of Otumiai, eiglii 
^* fiom the city ; and in the Wegt by MonteTcrde, animated by the roccM il 
" Puerto Cabello, withont any other troops to oppoee than thoie qnartered in tbe 
'*' town of La Victoria ; diacoiiraged and almost disBoh-ed by the «rfaitmy aad 
'* Tiolent conduct of a hated chicftain, treated of capitulatíng, and, In éSad, 
'* after Bereral interlocations, tbc articles of the capitnlation wera agreed to^ 
** by TÍrtue of which all the arma, ammanitioo and suppliea wen suiraidend 
** to Montererde, who quietly entered the city and took pune«ion of all witt- 
*' out any oppoátion. 

** The principal articles of the capitnlation, dgned at San Mateo the 28tt 
** July, 1812, were, that the life and property of the citiaeDa ahoold nol 1» 
'*' tonched ; that no procesa should be made against any one for hia politiad 
" opinions anterior to the capitnlation ; that no one should be troabled; uÁ 
*^ that there should be an entire forgetfulness of the past A treaty thua mads 
'* with the chief of the soldiers of a ciyilizcd nation of Europe, which kai 
** always boasted of its good faith, satisfied the most wary and timid man, uA 
*' all leited fiom their past troubles, if not content with the íate that Fm^ 
'* dence had destined them, at least quiet and^ confíding in the good íhith of 
** tieaties. They had endeavorcd enthusiastically to snstain their liberty, uA 
^' if they had not been able to preserve it, they consoled themaelTea with the 
*' satisfoction of having employcd all the meáns in their power." 

In this brief but truthful sketch, there are words of extreme aererityy wtíA 
injure the memory of General Miranda ; but it should be kept preaent, that the 
Republicans, instig^ted by an ungrateful impreaaion, judged him rigidly, lad 
that not only they did not esteem him now, but even hatied waa &lt a^dmi 
him. 

Bolivar was at La Guayra when the Generalissimo arriyod at that poit. It 
waa abont seren o^clock of the evening of the 80th July. 

In that act, and ailcrwards, many other officers arríyed, flying fiom Üie pc^ 
secution they justly feared ; and it was divulged (which uníbitunately mi 
trae) that Miranda had concealcd his Toyagc, and that, in Caracaa, he had told 
them that they could retire to their hornea, abandoning them to the moefc cnd 
suspense. The irregularity and uncertainty with which the capituiatioB M 
pasaed through ; the conñised dissolution of the army, and the ignonnoe d 
the terms of the agreement, gavc sufficient gronnd to Judge wrongly of Ú» 
acts of theDictator, and make him suspicious ; and the exaltation of the niadi 
coundlled them towards taking the violent measurea which their mutual n- 
happy fate justified. 

Immediately after the arrival of the Generalissimo at La Ouayim, CvptíB, 
Haynes came on land. Miranda, wearied by his fatigues and the heat of Ú» 
day, was reposing ; afierwards he seated himself at the table, being preaot 
Manuel Maria Casas, Military Commander, who had accompanied him, the Dt 
3Gguel Pena, Civil and Political Goveraor, the Dr. Pedro Gual and othA 
Whilst at table, it was talked of that Miranda should remain on land for tíMK 
night, it heing too late airead y for him to embarl. Haynea insisted, Ba3Íng Aik 
on board the commodities were plentiñil enough for the GeneraL Kotwitih- 
standing this, as notbing needed sach a rídiculous predpitation, IGruida catr 
sented to remain until the folio wing moraing. 

Haynes left visibly disgusted. 

That same night socretly assembled the Dr. Miguel Pefla, Manuel Maria 
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. tbe Colooek Bimoii Bolivar, Juan Paz del Caatíllo, Joeé Mirca and Joeé 
I ; the Commandanta Tomas H ontílla, Ra&el Chatinon, Migad Carabafio, 
I Gaatíllo, Joaé Landaeta, who commanded the garrison, and Juan José 
TaUes, aogcaat-migor of ihe Plaza. They spoke of the condact of the Gene- 
¡yhiimfi. wlio had aacríficed the work of ao many can», reinias to hia dnties, 
mí abandoning the deftnae of his comitry whon all predicted yictory; 
Út^ he Iwd aabmitted them ahamefülly to the chaina and rerenge of Bpain. 
Aty bfauned hia oondnct, and reaented his insulting replies which at table he 
hid gÍT«n to Dr. Goal and to the Colonel Castillo, when, in a friendly manner, 

Ihej aaked ezplanations opon the treaty of capicnlation I - It is nnnecea- 

■ly to My that BoliTar snipaaaed them all in his warmth, becaose he who had 
y u l w to tbe Miniater Wellesley of independence in 1810, and who in Rome, 
fe a d f aa cc to aU pnrpoeea and hopes, swore for it on tfic Monte Sacro in 1805, 
I in bfook the disastroos idea of a new slavery. 

, tben, at the treasons (as they named them) of Miranda, they de- 
to detain him, because they jndged that, once on board, he would 
Mt ntUy Cbe ci4>italation« learing the patriota strongly compromised, and the 
«ly bope of a leas nnhappy fate disappearing. They wished to oblige him to 
—tinn with hia signatnre that important document, which was the safe- 

pvd of their Hrea and property The pressure of the moment, in 

mA un aíCdr of transcendental importance, did not permit them to reflect 
dariy aad calmly, becanse, if Miranda had not ratified the agreement, of what 
ulae waa tbe aignatare of IGranda to Monteverde, bcing giren in a príson, 
«fev» be wna placed by his own fticnds and snbordinatcs ? This consideration 
w mdeot ; bot their minds were irritatcd, and did not anderstand anything 

the limita of reason. It was all, at a time, surpríse and conster- 

At the bottom of all these were errors, inconsistcncies, abandon ; with 
Briivar, MootOla and their ardent companions, all waa passion. Passion 
fttmil their nadationa. 

" Male cnneU ministrat 

ímpetus." (Stac, néóaid X,) 

Ver the czecntíon of that project, which shonld resnlt so lamentably, with- 
fü eoolñboting, in any manner, to the bettering of the coantry, the servicea 
wm9 eombiaated aa foUows :. 

\ <in wboae honse was accommodated the oíd man, 8leq>ing in an on- 
room) ahoold placo himself at the head of the troops in the Castle of 
Colorado. 
TafcStf ahoold snrroond the honsc in which Miranda slept with a body of 

BoGrar. Chatillon and Montilla should take po9«ic9aion of his person, either 
viBailly or by forcé ; 

Mina was to receire and gnard him in the Castillo. 

AB waa cxacnted as waa <lispo!4ed ; and at three o'clock in the moming of 
te Slit ioly, Miranda was a priv>ner. 

Be «B% plunged in profoimd ftltvp, whon lie wan awakened by those charged to 
ap lwi him. "/« it nol Uto mrty f ** he inquircd, thinking that he was called 
^ lo cmharií. His astonishment was unMpcakablc whcn he fonnd he was a 
prWoopr. Tboughtful and miirncíl. he silently foUowed his conductora, with- 
w |*ofléring asy oomplaint or rosistancc. 
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Those most aererc, who jadgcd Miranda cnlpmble, thonght of 
him with death. Boliyar was amongit thoac moát inclined to tbe 
demoiistntions of sereríty ; and alw-ays said, to the last daj of his lifti, dnt 
the plan hai been to imposs un Xiran la the pain of death, as they co nt j dff ed 
that he hai betnyei the cau^B of the indepcndence by capitulathig with the 
Spaoijird.^ The Libcrator neyer racillateüL affirma Restrepo, in defending, at a 
go3Í action, that of imprisonin:; Miranda, repating it to be a patriotic doty. 

The Spanish wrítera who sketch ths events of the year 1812 in Yeaenida, and 
whd derribe at their will thú 2»ccnc ^ which pauei there, censare the impriiOB- 
ment of the Dirrtitor, anl stríve to critmnato the intention of thoae whQ ese- 
cuted it. They cali Bolívar ungratf/ul and falée friendo and attribate to him 
** desires of ingratiating himsclf with Monteverde.*** The meannesB meaiit bj 
thía la3t suppoaition u such that I would fear to íail to the rcepect doe to tha 
gravity of historie-ai suhjects, if I would enter to occupy myaclf with it. Fbr 
the restf agreeing with the S^nor Urquinaona that it wa^ BoIítet who tnat- 
portel >IlrAn la fro-n Loq 1 jn, re::ío:^nizing his military ecienca and his loTe ibr 
the indjpendence, and wh? placel his house at his diaposition, having alEoidBd 
him innumerable proofs of rríi.»n l.^hip. I conv'^Iud? with all logical rigor, thit 
he was not personally dLi:-ontentj I with him. and that on the aabject of tha 
imprí^nment, there prerailed no other sentiment bcsides that of his conntiy. 
Beoau3C all duty ^liould not havc bccn put asi de to respect the erro» of the Kr 
tator, ñor the rcpablicans aban don their dcarest interest, amongst theae calaai- 
toud c¡rcum:4tances. and allow that the will of Miranda be complied with, vha 
had unfortunatcly forgottcn his obligations towards his friends and compaaioaa 
The oífíccrs who mct that day at La Guayra, cnd those who did not^ appnvad 
of the imprísonmcnt of Miranda ; bccaiue they looked upon it aa a meanaiv 
the ratifícation of the aqrreement of the capitulation, whose contenta, althoog^ 
ignorcd, all comprehendud that it favorcd the country in its misfortune, aad 
that Monte verde would not daré to brcak through it as long aa there waa bd 
prctcxt for it. 

At cipcht o'clock on the mominf^ of the Slst, an order communicated to Gmh 
by Monte verde, caused the port of La Guayra to be closed, advÍAÍng him at the 
same time that no one be allowod to cml)ark withont a p(u*port /rom him (Moa- 
teverde). Casas displayed the commuuicntion, and said in a detennined foúe: 

'' Srñorca, there is nooutlot; no one embark;».** Some penion widied 

to remark something, but Cunas wlthout paying attention, intempted hÚBi 
and repeatcd in a lou-1 voice : '' X* one emh,jrh.*^ These words had the efict 
of a lightning-strokc. La Guayra was con verted immediately into anothff 
Babel. What confusión I IIuw many ditfcrent and opposite opinions I Whit 
a world of torments and fear? ! :VJ1 the emigrants had fallen into the handsof 
the cncmy 

Why did Casas ol>ey the ordor of Monte verde ? Why did not he prefier to 
cmbark himself with Miranda, Bolívar. Montilla, and the most oomprondied 
rcpublicans, thus saving them all í Why did he complete by his obedienoe, 
the ruin of the patriota wliich the Generalissimo preparcd by his inexplicable 
conduct ? 

In spite of the activity of Casas, and the rigor with which he dedded to 
^Ifil the onler of Monteverdc, tlie English sloop ^* Sapphire " and the hrig 



♦ Urquinaona, work, cit. Torrente, I. p. 908. 
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** ZdoM) '* set 8ail ; and the other Teaselfl woald haré done the aune had they 
not been prerented by the cannon of the fort, which had snnk the achooner 
** WiUiam," amongat othen who had attempted to sail ont. 

Towards erening, the colnmn of the Spaniah oommandant, Don Franciaco 
JaTier Zerberiz, arriyed, and to him waa made the fonnal aorrender of the city 
with all ita accesüoriea. 

BolÍTar lefb about aondown, aocompanied by hia fonner aid-de-camp and 
iecretary, Don Franciaco Ribaa ; and, diagoiaed, paaaed throogh the Bpaniah 
■oitínela, enteiing Caracaa without having been recognized. The fbllowing 
night he went to the honae of Don Antonio León, Marquia of Caaa-Leon, whero 
ha remained concealed, meditating what he ahould do. He waa there infonned 
fhat on the flrat of August the bark ^ Matilde," Captain A. Chataing, had 
Iflfty haTÍng on board the lawyer Francisco Jayier Tanea, the Don Antonio 
Nioolaa Bricefio, and the French commandant Pedro Labatnt, who had served 
lile Repablic ; aa alao other persona with the Don Pedro Gual, the Colonel P. 
Axéralo, and some other patriota, who landed at Curasao, not without incon- 
Tenience on the tríp. 

The patriota complied fúthfully with the conditiona of the capitnlationa, 
snd Montererde had nothing left to remark ; bnt he on hia part perfldioualy 
bioke throngh them írom the first day he entered Caracaa, beginning the aeriea 
of persecutions which cauaed hia ñame to become execrable.* Miranda waa 
thiow ninto a dnngeon, aa alao Ayala, Mires, Paz Castillo, Montilla (Thomaa), 
and other diatínguished patriota. The Deacon Cortea Madaiiaga was brutally 
ftbftracted from an American yessel to be cnielly treated. The reapectable and 
Tiitaoua Don Joan (}erman Roscio, and the aged and meritable Brigadier 
8a]oedo, were placed in stocks, to public shame, in the Plaza do laa Capuchinos, 
and aíterwarda conducted on enjalma$ (filthy horae blanketa made of straw), 
Üad hands and feet to the dungeons of La Guayra ; insulta were committed on 
many other patriota, the cruel Spaniard, ÍZerberiz, cansing their coetly baggage 
to be diaembarked, and who appropriated it to his own use without scruple 
or ahame, as spoils of war. 

Meanwhile, the treacheroua Monteyerde caused a proclamation to be published 
in these words : ** Venezuelans I you have listcned to an etemal forgetfulncsa 

of the past írom my month, and it haa thus happened I My promisea 

wiU be fulfilled ; liye quietly by this inviolable fulfilment I" Unexam- 

pled impudence I Base sarcasm, ironically thrown in the face of so many loyal 
and diatínguished republicana I 

The ignoble pasñona of the rude, although fortúnate Spanish chieftain, were 
incited by the low-life multitude of Islefios of Caracas, tlie príest Rojas Qudpo, 



* The good íaith yrith which on the part of the Independents, the treaty of capitu- 
lation waa complied, is acknowledged by the same royal historians, and thia so 
moch more satis&ctory for us, as it deepcns the stain of porfídy on Monteverde who 
Tiolated it. Listen to what ia said by Torrente himself : Miranda being solidtooa 
to oomply exactly with the conditiona of the treaty, and observing that several 
bodiea of troops were hastily leaving the town of La Victoria in the dlrection of 
Caracas, declaring that they woold not agree to the acyusted capitulation, he gaye 
the most detcrmined orders for the surronder of the troops which remained in said 
town, and left for the capital, etc. ^^ Thoa Monteyerde met no opposition on 
hia entry into Caracas, .jb (Vol. L p. 807.) 
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the in&moiu aa eeior Joeé Mmnael Oropeza* and otlier meo of efil aiiteoedati^ 
thiraty for ponecationa. If onteyerde after eatabliahed a militaiy commwrinn 
and a tribunal which he named Publie Security^ under the prendency of Dob 
Fernando Monteyerde, a neur rdation, and Bulicited denunciations 1 

Great €U>d I In a moment the dnngeons of La Guayra beheld thmuwlvei m- 
plete ; and to make space in tbem, the príaoners were paased to the pwtilcntiii 
Taolts of Puerto Cabello, in which place were sufibcaied to death the unhappj 
General Moreno,. Commandant Beniz, Gallegoa, Méndez, Perdomo and other tí^ 
timfl of nnheard-of cruelty. It was the Spaniard Armendi, saperriaor of the 
CoBtoms of Puerto Cabello, who threw into dungeona of the Punülla, fire riali 
of Tolatiic alkali and caused the asphiziation of those innocent priaoners 1 

Meanwhile the 14th August arrívc(L Fatal day 1 In detachmenta thmogh 
the city and the surrounding country of Caracas, parties of isleñas, ratalim^ 
and other Europeans, and orders being communicated to their satéUitea in the 
interior uf the proyince, commenccd the imprisonment of the Americanai The 
men most distinguisbed in the times of the Rcpublic, snatchcd from the bonns 
of their wives, childrcn and families in the silence of the night : tíed to the tnli 
of the horses of the country grocers, storekeepers and the most low-lÍTed peo- 
pie : ignominiously conductcd to the prisons ; some brougbt on foot, oth«n om 
enjiílm'i»^ tied by the feet and hands, to the dungeons of La Guayra and Puerto 
Cabello : imprísoned there with irons and chaina, and giyen up to the inhuman 
yigilancc of ferocious mcn, many of whom had been persecuted doring the rar- 
olution ; heaping on them injuries, undcr tbe prctezt that these unhappy beingí 
were tbe authors of a rcvolutionary project against the agreement of the capitii- 
lation ; and in this monner doubts were kept aliye, and all yacillated nntil being 
assured of such calumnious felony, thcy fled to the mountains to aeek aecozitj 
amongst the wild beasts, leaying deserted the citics and towns, in whose atraeli 
and public roads were to be secn only Europeans and isleños, armed with pis- 
tola, Bwords and blunderbuascs, bonsting and yomiting forth yengeancca, < 
mitting outrages without distinction of scxes, and robbing in the most 1 
faced manncr f so much so, tbat tbcre was not a soldier of Monteyerde who did 
not wear on bis peraon a shirt, coat or pantaloons of some American^ whm 
they had dcspoiled, and eycn some officers who were oommandants of foiti^ 
as the one of La Guayra. The atrocious Zcrberiz would entcr the priaons of 
that fort with the object of groásly insulting those same yictims of whose qpdb 
he was covcred írom head to foot. 

Thcsc nicn made tbemsolvcs mastcrs of all ; they occupied the íanns and 
dwellings of the citizcns ; and would destroy or rcnder useless anything thiy 
were not ablo to carry off. It is Impossiblc to sketch with the brieíheas reqni- 
site of the circumstancc tbe stato of tbe prorince. The most honest men ; the 
heads of families ; cbildron of fourtccn years ; pricsts, imitators of the Eyaa- 
gclists and the true doctrines of Jesús Cbrist ; aged men, innumerable penoni 

* The notice giyen on this blood-thiraty lawyer by the Spanish Fiscal Don Josi 
de Costa Ciali in bis dictamen of tbe 2dth Noyomber, wbicb says : Amongst the 
calamitios of that proyinco (Veniizucla) tbe least of all is not tbat to which Genenl 
Monteyerde is giyen np to tbe ami»s8or Don Jo»> Manuel Oropcxa, a man of no edo- 
cation, without prudence, and who, instead of conciliating tbe minds, fomenta di» 
. unión, and autborizcs diaorder, pleasin<r, in a criminal manner, the pasaiona of the 
General who had tbe misfortunc to take bim as an adyiscr. 
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who bad liad nothing to do, ñor c^uld haTe had pait in the rerolatíon, impris- 
oned in obacore, damp and stifling dongeons, loaded down with irons and 
chaina, and ñill of misery ; Bome died saffocated in their yery ceUs, others could 
no longer resist the soffering and martyrdom, and gaye up their liyes withoat 
corporal orspiritnal asBistance becanse they were impioosly dénied to them, 
ar they would be conceded to them when the dying were without strength, 
moyement or yoice. In the streeta there were heard nothing else but the cries 
of nnhappy wiyes for their huabands, mothers for their sons, sisters for their 
brothcrs, relations for relations. The residence of the tyrant resounded with 
tlie cries and laments of so many unhappy boings ; he enjoyed this homage, 
pleased by the yapors ezhaled by the blood of his yictims ; and his satellites, 
puticolarly his countrymen, the isleños, far firom pitying them, would insnlt 
tiiem with the barbarous expressions and gross smilcs, which manifested the 
joy they receiyed from the humiliation of the people of the country.* 

Miranda depicted in liyely colors the sketch of the eyents in the time of 
Caracas when directing himself to the audience firom the dongeons of Puerto 
Cabello, he wrote : 

^ I protest to your highness, that neyer was I more pleased at haying com- 
pHed with my chargee, when in the disastrous drcumstancc to which I haye 
already referred. I ratified with my signature a treaty so benefícent and analo- 
gooB to public good, stipulatod with so much solemnity, and sanctioned by all 
ihe requisites known by the rights of people : a treaty which toat to form an 
inUretting epoeh in Venezuelan hintory^ a treaty which Great Britain would looh 
upon eqnaUy with pUoMurey for the eonveniences which it would affordherally: 
» treaty, fínally, which would haye opcned to the Spaniards of ultramaríne a 
■ecore and lasting asylnm, eycn when the war with France, into which they 
wore plunged, should terminate in any manncr. Such were my ideas, such my 
fhonghts, and such the flrm supports of this pacification, which I proposed, 
n^otiated and brought to its due effect. 

^ But what was my surpríse and satisfaction on seeing, that on the second 
day after the re-establisment at Caracas of the Spanishment goyemment, and 
the same momento in which the inyiolability of the capitulation was proclaimed 
tfaey proceeded to its infiraction ; abusing and conducting to the prisons seyeral 
perK>ns, arrested arbitraríly, or for crooked ends I Their first excesses, commit- 
tod against the eommon security and in violatUm ofthe known treaty, agitated the 
pamiong of those who only seeh a pretext to Ut them loóse ; the denunciationg are 
muUiplied : political opinión» formerly eugtaincd and forgotten by virtne of that 
treaty are now qualificd Jétate crimeé, andfinally^ interlaeing the erimeg, they open 
the liste of an almoet general proecription^ which redueed to mouming^ team and 
degolation the unhappy inhabitante, who hacing recorred themselves from the rav- 
ageg of the earthquake, generougly and confidingly gave themeelveg up to the eecur 
rUiee and guaranteeg »o many times ratified. 

Ib justily these proceedings, they pretext new conspiracies, projccts of reyolu- 
tions, snbmissiye juntas, and as many springs as could be moyed were within 
the reach of malice ; arrests were made repeatedly, and eyery day was marked 
by the imprísonment of seyeral persons. All these yictims were conducted to 
fhe port of La Guayra, some mounted on beasts of burden, ticd hands and 

* Sacdnct expoeition of the doings of the Spanish Commandant, Monteyerde. 
Manifest of Boliyar to the Natlons of the World. 
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fect ; othen dragged along on foot ; and all thnatened, insulted and cypoaed 
to the vezations oí tbosc who escorted them, deprived eyen of perfomiing on 
the way tbe functions of naturo, preaented to the face of the apectaton the 
object most worthy oí* couipassion and pity. 

" I saw, thcn, with horror, repeated in VenezueU^ the aame acenea of which 
my eyea were witneases in France. I aaw arrivo at La Ouayra banda of the 
moat illustríous and dbtinguished mcn, treated as highwaymen. I aaw them 
plungüd, along with myself, in thoae most horrible dungeona. 1 aaw renerable 
age, I saw tender age, tbe rích, the poor, the mechanic ; fínally, even the príeit- 
hood, i'educcd to iruns and cbains, and condemned tj breathe a mephilic 
atmosphere, which, extinguishing an artificial light, infected tile blood, aad 
prepared an inevitable death ; and lastly, I aaw aacríúed to this cmelty 
distinguished for thcir honesty and talent, and perish almogt in>tantly in 
dungeons, not only depriycd of tho assistance which hiunanity dictatee íat 
corpoml relieí^ but also deiiied the succora which, in auch cásea, onr huly RÜ- 
giun prescribes ; men wbom, I am certain, would have died a thousand deathti 
defending thcniselves with arma in their hands, when they generooaly capito- 
lated, before tbey would subuiit to such insulta and treatment !'' 

In the midst of the confusión of thesc general impriaonments, BolÍTar, who 
did not relish tbe idea of seeing himself insulted and thrown into a dungeoa, 
ñor even tbe iuac tivity of a voluntary prison, availed himself of hia frícnd, the 
honorable Bizc-avan, Don Franci^^co Iturbc, a man of great heart, and a áiend 
of Montevenle's, t> oblain a passport Iturbe met a repulse from Montevcrde 
at the fírst insiuuation. This one told him tbat it consisted of a aummaiy 
made upon tiie conduct of Bolivar, who had becn *' a raging patriot, he himadlf 
having erected at Puerto Cabello ])arapets and entrenchments to oppoae the 
ontrance of the arins of tbe King, and pcrsuading bis soldiers to die fírst imther 
thon return undcr tbe rule of ISpain." * Iturbe, who wished to be of serrioe 
to Bolivar, and wbose coudition of Spaniard and Treasurer of the Diezmoi 
gaye him mucb intiuencc, persisted in asking the pas!»port of his protege, and 
ooncluding said, that he ulfered his own person as guarantee, i/ that was ^oMff 
wUue. 

When, on liis exit, be had observed that Monteyerdo was leas inflexible, he 
ictumed ut tbe uxpiration of an hour, presenting Bolivar, and cxclaiming, fñ 
these gcnerous words : JLre ís the Cummandant of Puerto Cahello^ the £íeñ§r 
Don Shikon Bolídir^ for vthom I have offert'd tjuarantte : if any j>enalft/ i$ m- 
posed on him^ í usill auiícr it ; viy Ufe i»f>r hit ! An act of maguanimity whidí 
immortalises tbe swcct memor}* of Don Francisco Iturbe ! Monto verde replied: 
*^It is wcU;'' and tuming to his secretary, Don Bernardo Muro, he said,*" A 
passport is conceded to tbe gentleman (looking at Bolívar) in recompenae of 
the scrvice he has dono to the King by the capture of Miranda." Until thaft 
moment Bolivar bad naid noth'mg; but on hearing the worda dictated by 
Monteverde to bis Secretary Muro, he promptly replied, ^* that he had captiAvd 
Miranda to punish a traitor to bis country, and not to do a senrice to tbe 
King." 

Such an answcr irrítated the mind of Monteverde ; but Iturlie, aurpaenag 

♦ This process, commenced at Valencia the lOth July, 1812, in the pivsonce of 
the judges of the tribunal of Sequcstrations, Don José Antonis, Don Juan Bantlaia 
Echeandia, is found in the office of Begisters of the city of Caracas. 
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Idniflelf in generonty, inabted that tbe paaspoit had been offered to him, and 
thAt hÍB guarantee was giveD, concluding kis good endeayora by jocoaely saying 
to Muro, to whom he was united by a good and faitbñil friendahip : " Come, 
now, donH mind this laah youth ; give him bis paasport and let bim deparf 

Boliyar reoeiyed bis paieport and went immediately to La Ouayra (26tb 
Angoat); cbartered, witb otben, tbe Spanisb scbooner "Jcsoa, María and 
Joaei^'' and on tbe 27tb, at nine in tbe moming, aailed in tbe direction of 
Curaoao. Along witb bim went tbe young man Tadeo Piflango, wbo aftenrards 
lent remarkable seryicea to tbe Republic ; and not finding meana to leaye Veno- 
suela, wbere be did not wiab to lümain niled by Mnnteyerde, be disgnised bim- 
adf aa a seryant of Boliyar'B, attending to tbe conducting of tbe baggage on 
board, etc. 

Tbat wbicb Lallement writes on tbis sabject sbould not be belieyed ; tbat la, 
^ ihat tbe fayor of tbe paasport is to be attríbuted to tbe amall political import- 
aaoe wbick Boliyar bad." Tbis is untnie. Monteyerde was well aware tbat 
tha protege of Itorbe was not a common man, and witb only tbe declarationa 
of tbe snmmary formed at Valencia, be bad safficient to fonn an idea of tbe 
trae cbaracter of Boliyar, and of tbe inflezibility of bis opinions. Bnt tbe 
Infloence of Iturbe smootbed away all repagnances; and, aboye all, Proyidence 
avyed tbe man wbo, inspired by bis star, wrestied yalorously witb irremediable 
miafortone to conyert it into glory, and cbange it to liberty and tbe joy of tbe 
American world. 

Fiom tbis point Boliyar takea apon bimsdf tbe dutiea and deatinies of a 
boro. He does not go into exile ñor into repose {ptium sine dignitate) ; be 
goes to combat. In bis eyes Columbia, America, liberty, are a depoát con- 
fided to bis yalor and constancy. His country is bis idol ; independence, bis 

£dtb; bis illosion ardent, pleasing He will follow ber in deserts, in bat- 

tlea, in Congreeses, resolyed to dié to defend ber, or liye to see ber firee by bis ef- 
ÍSmíb, and bis country restored to ber fírst dignity, to ber ñame and to ber greatnees I 

Monteyerde did not know wbat be did when be signed tbe passport of 
Boliyar. Afterwards be deeply regretted it ; and bis Mends would perceiye bim 
to cbange color at tbe mention only of bis condescension to Itorbe. Insensata I 
Ab if it bad been in bis power to preyent tbe iulfillment of tbe etemal, ineyi- 
table decrees of Destiny. 

Tbe mind of tbe Spanisb cbieftain (be entitled bimself Commandant-General 
of tbe army of H. C. M.) little satisfied witb tbe destroctions, extortions and 
arbitraritiea wbicb be bad committed, after be bad giyen tbe passport to Don 
ffimon Boliyar (Monteyerde neyer acknowledged tbe military ranks of tbe 
rebels), be ordered ont to Cádiz, witb irons on their feet, tbe dtizens Dr. Roscio, 
Deacon Cortes Madariaga, Juan Pablo Ayala, Joan Paz de Castillo, José Mircs^ 
Manuel Ruiz, José Barona and Francisco Tznardi, tbis last Secretary of tbe 
Congress of Venezuela. Tbe document witb wbicb be sent tbem to tbe autbo- 
rities of Cádiz, is wortby of being transmitted. He directed bimself to tbe 
Begency, and said : 

'* I present to your Higbness tbese eigbt monsters, orígin and fírst root of all 
the eyils and cbanges in America, wbo baye borrorized tbe wbole world: let 
tbem be asbamed and confounded before tbe Majesty, and may tbey sufifer tbe 
penalty of tbeir crimes 

'^ May God baye your Higbness in bis mcrcy many years. 

«Doüniao Mortetebdb.*' 
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Ab for Genenl Miranda, buríed in an obacnre and Danow priaos, wciglied 
down with irons, brougbt fint to the jail of Puerto Cabello that then be ndglit 
behold tbe mout tragic and unhappy sceaes, afterwaids to tbe Mono of Puerto 
Rico, was finally condacted to Cádiz and imprísoned in the anenal of La Car- 
raca, where mouroñil and solitary, 1)earíng with nnatterable nrignalion the 
Bofferings of bis mind, consumed by miaery and melancholy, he gara np faia 

sonl, in the silcnce and in the complainta of neglect, eariy on the 

momíng of the 14th July, 1816 1 

I have beard referred^ by tbe ofñcer O'Dempsy, of the Royal Britiah NaTy, 
a yeiy respectable peraon, tliat he bad sccn, on Beycnl occaaiona, the noble M 
tnan, as he called him (the good oíd man, the venerable and diatingfddied 
prÍB(mer), tied to tbe wall l)y a chain anjund bis neck, neither more ñor leaa 
than a dog. Sucb croel barbaríty soems incrcdible I The gnest of Catherine IL, 
the fíiend of the Emperor of Austria, one of the most prominent figurea of 
Eorope towards tbe end of tbe cighteenth centnry— epoch in which ao many 

great men rose np— tied likc a dog! with a chain aroundhia neck! 

in tbe last days of bis life I 

What an insatiable thirst for torment I 

The Cortes wrote down beantiful principies of liberty and hmnanity in thór 
Constitution of 1812 ; tbe liberáis dcclaimed against oppression and arbitraiy 
mensures ; . . . . but a11 tbis sbould be understood, and did undoatand only tbe 
natives of Spain. In rcspect to tbe Auicricans, the system was diatinct, as we 
have already said ; the constitutional guarantees did not protect them. Those 
means wbicb society secures to all its mcm1>erB to make respected the rights whidí 
it recognizes in each one ; precious means which tbe people envy, and whose poa- 
session the free do not lose, so as not to leave oíf l>eing so, are given to citizena, to 

men, to all those wbo are capable of rigbt and liberty I and tbe Ameñ- 

cans were parias I Only in tbis manner can it be ezpiained that the Regency had 
no blame to be made an accomplicc of Monteverde, justífying bis arbitrarítiea. 
Only tbis can be explained, that Cortes sbould say notbing ; that the independ- 
cnt prese and tbe leaders of Hbcrty in Cádiz, ArgQelles, Quintana, Toreno, Mar- 
tínez de la Rosa, Qaliano and otbers sbould not have raised their voice to aak 

tbe rclief of that illustríous victim He was an American I A similar, 

tbougb bardcr, fate was reserved to tbe unhappy Indian Juan Tapac Amam, 
brother of José Gabriel, of wbom we have spoken in tbe note, p. 15. Juan, 
whose constítutíon was vrcak and sickiy, and whose thoughts were not aa ele- 
vated as those of his illustrious brother, did not take part in the insurrectionary 
movcmcnts of 1781. Notwithstandíng, as tbe King had given an order that all 
the Tupacs Amarus, their wives and childrcn, and aU those wbo were thought 
to be, or takcn to be, descendants of tbe Incas,* sbould be captured and aent to 
Spain. Juan was embarkcd and remitted to Cádiz under arreat He airived 
at that port in 1785, an<l tberc encountcred the terrible newa that his wife and 
children bad perisbed in tbe navigation. Innocent beings wbicb the Conrt of 

Madrid sacrifíced to tbcir vcngcance I Tbe unhappy Juan, his heait 

pierced by sorrow, bebeld bimself barred in a bard prison, dragging a chain 
for tbree years ; at tbe lapse of which be was confined to the prison of Ceuta, 
for the crime alone of Ood having ma<le him bom a brother of Tupac Amaro, 
tbree reals being given liim daily for bis food Thirty-five yeara were 

* Boyal Oider directed to tbe Viceroy of Pem in 1788. 
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pnuflod by that yenerable martyr in the prison of Ceata I Last remnant of the 
ülostrious noe of the mónaichg of Pera, who should die as a slare in the 
prisona of Bpain 1 1 In rain did he implore ; Lo Tain did he claim his liberty. 

Nothingll Three monarchs reigned orer Spain: Charles m., 

Charlea lY. and Ferdinand VIL, and the entrcaties of the nnhappy oíd man 
were heard by none of them. Ceuta had many goyemoiB ; bat none paid at- 
tention to the innocenco of the poor American. Godoy did not attcnd to him ; 
the Sapreme Conrt impoeed ailence ; the Cortea did not listen ; the libérala 
wonld pretend not to onderstand, so aa not to troable themselrea with the 
tears, ñor inqniro into the intereata of the jostice of that innocent who claimed 
hia liberty. For him there waa no íriend, no prese, no pardon, no law, no soli- 

chnde, ñor &yor of any kind Thirty-fire years in a prison I In 1820, 

when Riego ndaed the cry of liberty at Cádiz, the dwellers of Ceata let loóse 
thia Tictim of the infernal policy of the kinga. Juan Tupac Amaru had loat 
eren the knowledge of eyents. He cried like a child, and only repeated, from 
t^mA to tímfty <* Because I am an American I " * 

* Juan Tapao Amara appeared at Buenos Ayres towarda the year 1823. The 
Aigentine goTemment immediately gave him a house and aaaigned him a monthly 
pensión. Tupac Amara wrote an ezpoeition of his suflbrings, which document la 
oooaeryed In the ardÜTea of the State. It cannot be read withoat horror. 



CHAPTER VIII. 
1812 AXD 1813. 

OPIXIOM OP TRB AUTHORIIT OP MONTBVBKDB— PBBSBCOTIOKg — BOUVAI AT CASTAOBSTA — PBOC 
LAMATIOXil WHICB BC IfADB THBRK — HB PBRPOEM8 TBB OOMMAlTItilIfCIA OP BABBASCA — 
BB TAKK8 TKNBRIPB BTAMADLT^BB PKBBS TBB UPPBB HAOODALBXB — BABlITO AT TBf- 
IDAD — COlNaDBNCB — BOLITAE DBrBATS COLOXBL COBBBA AVD TAKBB POHaMIOV OP 01- 
CIITA — TBB GOVBRNMBXT OP NBW OBAN'ADA COXPBBt OX BIM TBB BANB OP BBI1W1B- 
GBNKBAL, AND ACTBOEIZBS BIM TO LIBBRATB MBRIDA AND TECJILLO — RITALITIBB UP CA^ 
TILLO — INSIIBOBDINATION AND BXCBSHBfl OP BRICBIÍO — B18 DBATB — ROBBBBIBS OP DOl 
ANTONIO TIZCAE, WBO DBCLAEK8 A WAR OP BXTBRMIXATIOH — PBOCLAHAnON OP BBBIDA 
— BOLÍVAR DBCEBn AT TBUJILLO A WAE OP BXTBBBIXAnOX — JCmPICATIOV OT tm 
DBCRBB. 

TTENEZUELA became onew a colony : or as Torrente fooliahly wiites, the 
Y whole Captain-Oeneral of Caracas remained undcr the paternal rule of 
Ferdinand VII. 

"Uer juntáis, ber congresscs, hcr Indcpcndcnce, ber laws, disappeared like a 
sbadow, witbout leaving in tbe countrr the least impression of its ephemeral 
cxistence/* Thus are changed and altercd perpetually all the tbinpis of this life; 
Bo that prosperity may be moderated by fear, as saya Coloma, and adTenity 

BOÍlencd by hope 

The best patríots werc in prison, hiding or ílecing to foreign countríes : mo- 
rality was conruptod by accusations ; justice was offended ; lawe dúregarded, 
and there was no other rule than the caprice ofMonteyerde.' ñor anyother modo 
of existence than in complete submission and respect to his wicked wilL In 
yiew of all this, there were nut wanting those who thought the flame of libeity 
which had commcnced to blaze in Venezuela to have been extinguished foreTer; 

many lost faith They did not know how to read the future I 

And they were deceived ; because a people Í3 nevcr so near to its independenoe, 
than when tyrants bring opprossion and exhaust suífering. 

L'ÍDJuBtice á la fin produit Tindependaoce. 
(Volt. Tancred.) 

No officcr had ever entercd Caracas with less credentials to authoiity thaft 
Monteverde. 

From whence could he derive \t ? 

To his superiors he was an adventurcr, an insubordínate soldier, who in grier- 
ancc to inilitary discipline usurped a power which had not been confíded to bim. 

To the independents he was a monster. His actions cxcited the hatred of áü 

He gloried in severity, qucncbing in tyranny his promises of clemency. 

By impulse of extraordinary causes, he occupied the post of Captain-Genenl ; 

void of talents, of courage, of faculties proper to sustain his daring pr»- 

(W) 
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Bomption ! Bot all chances are not fortnnate; and tliat work of yanity, that 
boarting of power, nnhappy lubject for poor aonla, are well ohaatiaed hj tha 
terrible sentence of history. 

Miserable mode indeed of bcing transmitted to posterítj, cursed by fame, 
and reaping onceasing, universal hatred and the scom of generations I 

When he left Coro, Monteverde was only ordered, as it has been seen, to pro- 
tect the insurrection of Siquisique. He trospassed the terminating orders 
which were communicated to him, and whice Miyares pardoned him, (who was 
not seyere with bis own,) in consideration of the exit which he had just ended 
in obtaining. Bat, as he relied little on the talent of Montererde, he ordered 
the Brigadier-General Don José Ceballoe to put himself at the head of the ezpe» 
dition, whilst he went to Puerto Rico to confer with Cartabarria. In effocty 
Caballos went to the quarters of Monteverde and dclivered him the orders of 
the Qovemor and Captain-General Don Femando Miyares ; but the isleño, puf- 
fed up, and without being scrupuloos in nuiting insubordination to deception, 
zefiísed to obey them, because, he said, that he had received more recent and 
retervetl orden /rom Miyaree in opposition to thoso shown him, and which 
totally annuUed thexn. Bcing slighted, Ceballos retumed to Coro, not bclieving 
in any double-dealing on tho part of Monteverde. Whilst the articles of the 
capitulation were being ncgotiatcd at San Mateo, Qeneral Miyares arríved from 
Puerto CabeUo (21st July) bringing with him the magistrates which should 
compose the Royal Court of Caracas. He wrote to Monteverde, demanding an 
aocount of bis operations, now suspecting that he would take the command by 
forcé. It thus happencd, Monteverde, incensed with the desire of command, 
whose sweetness is great but deceiving, slackened in bis obedience due to his 
superior, and did not want to recognizo his authoríty : he said to him (what 
insolence I ) to not advanee another step, ñor díctate any measure$ as Gtnern&r^ 
until the Régeney o/Spain éhould he eoruulted, and more 8o^ to l^iave the propines 
of Caraca;^ EágT" hecauMe the people would not permit no ofher to occupy and poi- 
968» the territory^ but himself and in addition it waa thus exaet^d by the sacred- 
HESS OF ▲ 80LBHN TR^ATT. ,jgS¡ Miysrcs was uot surprised by this act of iq- 
aubordination, but he stiU wished to show Montererde the consequenccs of his 
conduct, he wrote to him anew. To this second communication, Monteverde 
answered verbally, repeating what he styled "his reasons.*' Ifiyares no longer 
insisted. 

Behold here the perfidious royalist invoking for bettering his ends the sanc- 
tity of a treaty which he did not comply with, and wishing to have in the will 
of the people, an impure source for Mm and his followers, the origin of his power 
and the reason which justified his insubordination. 

During the fíve months which elapsed until ending the year, there were in 
Caracas nothing else but vezations and threats. Despotism unbrídled, kept on, 
the oppression was severe, the rapacity insatiable. ** In the country of the Caf- 
ñesy*^ said on that occasion a Spanish magistrate, in ezecutáng his duty, " men 
could not have been treated with less scom and contempt" The Suprame 
Court addressed a petition to the ministry in which were written these terrible 
words: Here it is exacted to kiss the hand which chartises; that the weight 
which oppresses be notfelt; and that they worship with BLAYÍ^H RESPECT 
ihe irons with which it i*» wished to enchain even to the thoughts I * 

• Doenmented relation heretofore mentioned, p. 28, L 2. 
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It íb left to the imptrtíal considentian of omr readen to judge -whtá duNdd 
be the wicked and infamoas mode by which the inndioni Honteyerde 
cuted the people who gaye him the yictory. 



Whilst mattere as referred were thna progreaBÍng at Caracaa, let na aee wtíA 
was the roatc of Boliyar, whom we Ust left on the point of embarking at La 
Goayra. 

Boliyar and thone who had abandoned Venezuela in hia company arriyed at 
Carabao, where Don Francisco de Panla Nayaa, Don Juan Silvestre ChaqDea, 
Briceno and otbcr Ycnczuclans had already landed, the most of wbom after- 
warda went to Cartagena. Boliyar and José Félix Ríbaa remained on the ialaad 
until the last days of Octobcr, whcn, in some manner or othcr, thej endeavond 
to leaye also for that place. In effcct, thcy arriyed the 14th Xoyember, and cb 
relating tlie cyents going on at Caracas, they ezalted the minds of the g en eroui 
people at Cartagena. Bolívar tendercd hís scrvicea to the republicmn gorcn- 
ment of that city, and fayored by the influence of the Don Joeé Maria Salaar, 
he was appointed, with the rank of Colonel, to the command of the district ef 
Barranca, under the ordcrs of the Frenchman Pedro Labatnt (Ist Decembet.) 

Anterior to this Boliyar had concurred towards causing to be pnfilished in 
the goyemment press ** The Capitulations of General Miranda with Honteyerde:" 
a pamphlet which comprehended the rcplies of one and the other uffioer, the 
agreement, the proclamations of the royal General, and concluded by an aUoh 
tum to the American$^ in which theso words were read : " What hopea of h^K 
pinesB are left to us ? War, war only can saye us by the path of honor. If 
there liying any American who merits this gloríous ñame, who doea not ciy oot 
death against all Spaniards, on contemplating the sacrifice of so man/ yictíni 
inmiolated throughout the whole of Venezuela ? Ko, no, no !" 

By these means Boliyar cndeayorcd to moye the interest of the distingniéhed 
men of Cartagena in íayor of the Vcnczuelans ; and the public newapapen of 
the Granadians brcathed forth only the just indignation meiited by the tynnti 
of Venezuela. 

Near the cióse of the year there carne forth firom the preas of Diego Espino» 
a Memorial which Boliyar directed to the citizens of Kew Granada, and whoM 
manuscrípts he left to the care of Dr. Salazar and hia fíriend and Vicente T^cnL 
Two object, said its author, were proposcd in that publication : to íree Kow 
Granada from the fate of Venezuela, and to redeem this one from that whick 
she now suficred. A remarkable document in which the pcnetration of fbfi 
politician and the ability of the writer demanded the applause of the readff. 

Let US listen to Boliyar in this fírst essay of his spirítod pen : 

*' I am, Granadians, a child of imhappy Caracaa, miraculously eacaped ftoa 
amidst her political and physical ruins, who always faithful to the liberal nd 
just system which my country proclaimed, I have come to foUow the banim 
of independence, which so gloríously float oyer these Btatea. 

** Allow me, who, animated by patríotic zeal, yenture to dircct myaelf to j9^ 
to indícate cursoríly the causes which conducted Venezuela to her destiuctkl 
Flattcríng myself that the terrible and exemplary lessons g^yen by that eztía* 
guished Republic, will persuade America to better her conduct, conecting tiü 
yices of unity, solidity and energy which are remarkable in her goyemmentib 
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"The mort consequent faolt committed by Yenezacla, on prescntíng heiBelf 
to the political theatre, was, withoot contradiction, tbe fatal adoptíon of tho 
tolerating ayatem ; a aystcm, aince then disapproyed, as weak and incfficacions 
by all the judicioas world, and tenaciously su<9tained ontil tlie laut momentd 
with an unezampled blindness. 

"The first proofe giren by our govemmcnt of its foolisb debility, Trere shown 
wifh the anbaltern . city of Coro, which denying to recognize its legitimacy, 
declared it insnrgent, and committed hostilities as with an cnemy. 

"The Junta Suprema, instead of aubjugating that defencelcss city, which 
woold have aurrendered at the presence of our naval forcea in ita port, allowed 
it to be fortified, and take auch a respectable attitude, that it succeeded after- 
tenrarda in aubjugating the entire confederation, with almost as much facility 
as that we had anterloríly to conquer her : the Junta basing its policy in the 
badly undcretood principies of humanity, which do not authorize any govem- 
ment to make free by forcé those stupid people who are ignorant of the valué 
of their rights. 

"The codea, consulted by our magistrates, were not those which could teach 
them the practical science of govemment, but those formed by certain humane 
liflionaries, who, imagining to themselves funtastic repubHcs, have endeavored to 
reach political perfection, presupposing the perfcctibility of human kind. So 
thst we had for chie&, philosophers ; for legislation, philanthropy ; for táctica, 
logic ; and for soldiers, sophists. With such a subversión of principies and 
thingB, social order suffcred an extreme commotion, and irom that moment the 
State run on precipitatcly to a universal destruction, with gigantic stridea, 
which was soon realized. 

^^ Thence came forth the impunity of tbe crimcs against the State, barefacedly 
committed by the discontcntcd, and particularly by our bom and implacable 
enemies. The Spanish Europeans, who maliciously had remained in our coun- 
tiy, to keep it in an inccssant state of disturbance, and to promote as many 
conapiracies as were allowed to be formed by our judges, always pardoned 
tliem, even when their attempts were so important as to injure the public weal. 

^ The doctrine which supported this conduct took its origin in the philan- 
thropical máxima of some writers, who dcfend the non-residence of faculty in 
no one to deprive man of life even in the case of having transgressed, by the 
críme of high treason. Under the protcction of such a pious doctrine, to each 
conspinition succeeded a pardon, to each pardon another conspiration, which 
waa again pardoned; because liberal govemments should distinguish them- 
adres by clemcncy. Criminal clemency, which contribu ted more than anything 
élse towards overthrowing the edi fices which, as yct, we had not entírely coh- 
cluded I 

" From this resulted the decided opposition of raising vetcran troops, dis- 
ciplined and capable of prescuting themselves in the battle-field, already 
instmcted, to defend liberty with success and glory. On the contrary, innu- 
merable bodies of undisciplined militia were established, which, besides drain- 
ing the national treasury by the salaries of the staíf, destroyed agriculture, 
remoTÍng the country people at a great distance from their fíresides ; and made 
hatefol the govemment that obliged them to take up arms and abandon their 
íkmilies. 

" The república (as said our statesmen) do not need paid men to maintain their 
liberty. All the citizens will be soldiers when we are attacked by the enemy. 
7 
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Greecc, Rome, Yenice, Genoa, SwítzerUmd, Holland, and reoentlj North ^ 
vanquislied their opponenU withoat tbe aasüiUnce of mercenary ttoops, alwaji 
ready to support despotum and to Bubdue their fellow-dtizena. 

" With tbeae impolitical and erroneoafl argumenta, they fiudnated the limple- 
minded, but did not conTincc the pnident, who well onderrtood the immcBM 
difference tbat exista between people, times, and the cnstoma of those repab- 
lics, and ours. They, it íb true, did not pay standing armiea, bnt it waa only 
becauee io antiquity there were nene, and they only confided the aalTatiim and 
glory of tbe States in their political virtucs, atríct coatoma, and militaiy char- 
acter ; qualitiea which we are far from posscasing. And aa to the moderna who 
bave shakcn off the yoke of their tyrauta, it ia notorioua tbat they have main- 
taincd tbe number of veterana competent to secare ita aafety ; with the ezoep- 
tion of tbat of North America, wbicK l>eing at peace with the whole worid, 
and defended by tbe aea, has not tboiigbt it convenient to maintain doring 
tbese last years tbe entirc number of regulara which abe would need for the 
defence of ber fronticrs and citica. 

** Tbe rcsult provcd scTercly to Venezuela the miatake of ber calcnlatioD, 
because tbe uiilitia wbicb met the enemy, ignoring even the nuuiagement of 
their amis, and not being accustomcd to discipline and obedience, were ronted 
at tbe bcginning of tbe last campa ign, in spite of the beroic and extraordinaiy 
efibrts mude by their officera to rally tbem to rictory. Tbia cauaed a anÍTcnd 
discouragcment among soldiers and officera ; because it is a military tmth that 
only armics inurcd to war are capable of recorering from the first unf<Htaiiato 
evcnts of a cumpaign. Tbe recruit tbinks all is lost when he ia once defcated, 
bccauso expcríencc bas not proTcd to bim tbat ralor, and ability, and oonstancj, 
correct bad fortune. 

'' Tbe suMi visión of the provincc of Caracaa, projected, diacuascd, and mdo- 
tioncd by tbe federal Congress, excited and fomented an implacable rívafay ia 
tbe aubaltem citiea and towns against tbe capital, * Wliich/ aaid the congnv- 
men, amiútious to rule in their distrícts, ^ waa tbe tyrant of the other dtki. 
and tbe Icecb wbicb sucked tbe 1)1 ood of the State.' In thia manner the in 
of civil war was ligbted up íd Valencia, wbicb could never be qnenched l^tbe 
capture of tbat city ; because, prcserving it undcr cover, communicated it to 
tbe neigbI)oríng cities of Coro and Maracaibo ; and tbese projected a oornuB- 
tation with tbat onc, and facilitated l)y tbis means the invasión of the Spaniífdi^ 
wbicb brougbt in ita train tbe downfall of Venezuela. 

" Tbe dissipation of tbe public incomcs in vain and injuiioua objecta, and ttf^ 
cially in salaries of a numerous number of employees, aecretaríea, jndgei» 
magistrates, provincial and federal Icgislators, gave a mortal blow to the Be> 
public, because it forced ber to b ivc rocourse to the dangeroua expedicnt of 
emitting paper money, witbout auy otbcr guarantee tban the forcé and imagiB- 
ary incomes of the confedcration. Tbis new money seemed, to the minds of 
the migoríty, to be a manifest violation of tbe right of property, becanae th^ 
conceived tbemselvea depríved of objects of intrinsic valué, in change for othfln 
whose pnce was uncertain and even cphemeraL Tlie paper money completad 
the discontent of tbe stupid people of tbe interior, who called apon the cqib- 
mander of tbe Spanisb troops to come and deliver tbem finom a cuirency thil 
they viewed witb more horror tban slavery. 

" But tbat wbicb weakcned uiont tbe govemment of Venezuela waa, the &dcnl 
ÍQim which it adopted, according to exaggerated máxima of the rigfats of mas. 
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'which, authorizing him to govem for himseli^ cut asnnder social boDds, and 
Gonstitate natíona. into an anarchy. Such was the true ntoation of the con- 
federatíoQ. Each province goyemed itself independ^itly ; and by their ezam- 
ple each dty pretended to posaess similar ñicnlties, alleging the practice of 
theae, and the theory that all men, and all people, enjoy the prerogative of 
instituting at their will the goyemment that aoits them. 

** The federal system, althoogh the most perfect, and most conducive to propor- 
táoning human felicity in society, is notwithstanding the most antagonistic to 
the interest of oor newly-fledged States. Gcnerally speaking, oor fellow-citizens 
do not yct find themselyes apt to ezercise for themselyes and employ their 
rights ; because they are wanting iu the political yirtuea which characterize 
the trae republican : yirtues which are not acqoired under absoluto goycm- 
ments, where the rights and duties of a citizen are onknown. 

" Bosidea which, what coontry in the world, howeyer modérate and republican 
it be, can, in the midat of intestinal factiona and an exterior war, goyem itself 
hj a goyemment so complicated and weak as the federal form ? It is impoHsible 
to preaerye it in the confusión of battles and partiea. It is necessary that the 
goyemment should idcntify it^^elf, to be more ezplicit, to the character of the 
circumstances of the times, and of the men by which it is aunoanded. If these 
are prosperous and calm, it should be soft and protecting ; but if they are 
calamitoiu and turbulent, it should show itself terrible, and ann itself with a 
determination equal to the dangers, without regard to lawa, or constitutions, 
antil happiness and peace are re-established. 

** Caracas had much to sufier on account of the defect of the confederation, 
which, far from helping her, drained ber wealth and stores ; and when danger 
approached, abandoned her, witliout assisting with the least contingent. 
Beaides, it augmented her troubles, hayiug proyoked a ríyalry between the 
federal and proyincial power, which permitted the enemiea to penétrate in the 
hemrt of the States before tíie question of whether the proyincial or federal 
troops should go to repulse them was resol yed, and when already they had 
occupied a great portion of the proyince. This fatal competition produced a 
delay which was terrible for our arms; because they were defeated at San 
Caiioe before the reinforcements arriyed, with the assiatance of which they 
hoped to conquer. 

** I am of opinión that as long as we do not centralize our American goycm- 
ments, our enemies will always obtain the most complete advantage ; we ahall 
be nnfailingly inyolyed in the horrors of ciyil dissensions, and be contemptibly 
conquered by that handful of bandits who infest our diatrícta. 

" The popular elections, made by the country people and by the intrigant 
dwellers of the cities, add another obstacle to the practice of federation among 
US ; because the fírst are so igoorant that they yote mechanically, whilst the 
last are so ambitíous that they conyerted aU in fuctions ; on account of which 
there neyer was seen in Venezuela a free and proper election, which placed the 
goTerament in the hands of men disaffected to the cause, or unsuitable or im- 
moral. Party spirít decided in all, and consequently disorganized us more eyon 
than the forcé of circumstances had been able to do. Our diyiaion, and not the 
Spanish arms, returaed us to slayery. 

^ The earthquake of the 26th of March certainly did dísturb aa much the phy- 
ñcal as the moral, and may be properly termed the direct cause of the rain of 
Venezuela ; but eyen this eyent would haye taken place without produdng 
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mortal effecta, if Caracas had thon goTerned henélf by one only «rthority 
which, acting rapidly and vigoroosly, would have remedied the injuriea witli- 
out obstados or competitions, which, delaying the effect of tbe nacoBSi 
sures, allowed tbe evil to tako such a great increment tbat it waa incurabla. 

'* If Caracas, instead of a languid and insubsistent confedermtioiif bmd ( 
lislicd a simple goTcrmcnt, as waa required by ber politícal and military pon- 
tion, tben wouldst thou ha^e livcd, oh, Venezuela ! and to-day ei^oy libertyl 

'^ Ecclesiastical influencü had, añcr the earthquake, a considerable pait in tbe 
insurrecHons of tbe adjoining cities and towns ; and in the introdaction of 
the enemies in the country, sacrílegicusly abusing the boliness of their wiíaM^pw 
in favor of the promoters of the civil war. However, we should be fraok by 
confessing that these traitorons priests excited themselves in committing tlie 
most execrable crímes, of which tbey are justly accused, because the imponity 
of crímes was absolute, which found in Congress a shameful shélter; this 
iigustice arríving to such a point, that of the insurrcction of Valencia, iHioie 
pacification cost the Uves of ncarly one thousand mcn, there was not giren to 
the yengeance of the laws one single rebel ; all preserving their livea, and the 
majoríty their property. 

** From what is relatcd can be deduccd, that amongst the causes which haré 
produced the downfall of Venezuela, the nature of hcr constitution áhoold have 
the first place ; which, I re[>eat, was as opposed to her interests as it waa ÍSiTor- 
able to those of lier enemies. In the second place can be ranked the apirit of 
misan thropy which took possession of our nilers. Thirdly, the oppoeitioD te 
the establishment of a military Ixxly which should save the Repablic and repd 
the shocks ^ven to it by the Spaniards. Fourthly, the earthquake, aocompa- 
nied by the fanaticism which succceded in eztracting from thls phenomenoa 
the most important rcsults ; and, lastly, the intemal factions, which in realitj 
were the fiítal poisons which causcd the country to descend to her sepulchre. 

" These ezamples of error» and misfortunes will not be entirely nseleas forthe 
peoplc of South America, who aspire to libcrty and independence. 

*^ New Qranada has bchcld the downfall of Venezuela, thcn, consequently, ihe 
should avoid the breakers which have destroyed that one. To this ef&ct I 
propose as an indispensable mcasure for the security of New Granada, the 
reconquest of Caracas. At first sight this project may appear incongmooi) 
costly, and, perhaps, impracticable ; but on examining it careñiUy with íbie' 
seeing eyes and dcep meditatíon, it is impossiblc to ignore its ncceasity, how to 
cxecute it, its utility once proved. 

" The first reason which prenents itself in support of this operation ia, tb^ 
orígin of the destruction of Caracas, which was no other than the contemp^ 
with which that city viewed the existence of an enemy who seemed to t^ 
small, and who was not considered in its true light. 

'^Coro certainly couid never have entercd into competítion with Canca^r 
if we compare hcr intrínsic forcé with this one; but, as in the arder &f 
human vicissitude, it is not always the majority of the physical masa whidf* 
decide it, but it is the superioríty of moral forcé which inclines towards itsel^ 
the politícal balance, the govemmcnt of Venezuela should not have for thtf^ 
reason neglccted tho dc^^tnictitm of an enemy, which, althougfa apparently 
weak, had for support th3 province of Alaracaibo; all those who obeyed ih» 
Kegency, the gold and the co-opcration of our ctemal enemies, the Europeaai 
who live among us, the diTgy, always addicted to its support and compaoion 
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tú dmporiwi ; md, nbore all, the inveUraté opinión of all soch ignorant and 
■p e mi tiooi penóos ai are contained within the limita of oor States. Thos it 
wat that there was hardly an officer-traitor who would cali the enemy, when 
Ae potitical macliine was disturbed, in spite of the unheard-of and patríotic 
cflbrti made hy the defenders of Caracas, could they succoed in preventing the 
•lovnlall of añ edifice already rent by the stroke given to it by a single man. 

** Applying the example of Venezuela to New Granada, and forming a pro- 
pOTtiao, we will find that Coro ia to Caracas as Caracas is to the whole of 
America ; conaeqoently the dangcrs which threaten this coontry are in reason 
to the anterior progression ; becaose Spain, in possesdon of the terrítory of 
Vraexnda, conld with eaae draw men and munitions of war and maintcnance, 
m that imder the command of officcrs experimcnted again&t the great teachers 
of ww, the French, they can penétrate from tho provinces of Harinas und 
Xararaibo, to the utmost confínes of South America. Spain has now-a-days a 
gnu nmnber of general offlcers, ambitious and audacious, accustomed to dan- 
gen and prirations, who long to come here to search an empire which will 
icplaoe that which they have just lost. 

* It » very probable that on the íall of the Península, there will be an enor- 
mam emigation of men of all classes ; and particularly of cardinals, archbishops, 
bishops, canons, and revolutionary clergy, who aro capable of Bubverting, not 
oaly cor tender and weak States, but to inrolve the whole Kew World in a 
faffiU iBarchy. Rdigions inflnencc, the dominión of civil and militaiy rule, 
má M mxaj pnjndices as can work on the human mind, will be so many other 
ÍDflCnimeDts of which they will avail thcmsolves to subdue these regions. 

** XotfaiDg will be opposcd to the emigration of Spain. It is yeiy probable 
tte Riiglaiid win protect the evasión of a party which will in part diminish 
Ae iireet of Boon^parte in Spain, and carry altmg with it the incrcase and per- 
■■■wre of thdra in America. France cannot impede it, neither America, 
■arb 1c«f na, who are all wanting a respectable navy ; our attempts would 
he Tais. 

** Tbese íngitiToa will certainly mect a hearty welcome in the ports of Yene- 
aria, ai^ they will come to reinforce the oppressors of that country, and afford 
them means with which to undcrtake the conquest of the independent States. 

'TWy win raise fifteen or tweñty thousand men, whom they will quickly discip- 
Ibe by meana of their generáis, ofíÍ(rers, sergeants, corporals, and vetcran soldiers. 
To Ibis army will follow anothcr much more to l>e feared, of ministers, ambas- 
«dr^a, eooociUori, magistrates, all the ocdesiastical hicrarchy and the grandees 
af flpain, wboee pmfeasion is deceit and intrigue, decorated with brilliant 
adapted to dazzle the people, who, flowing like a torrent, will 
all, destroying the sceds and cven the roots of the trce of the lit>crty 
af Colombia. The troops will flght on the fidd« and thcse from their cabinets 
vül wag» w a war by the means of bril>cry and fanaticism. 

"Thos» theQ, no other rocourso ú Icft to uh in 4>rdür to forestall these calamities, 
thM tfaat of rapidly pac-ifying our insurroc*ted proTinces, ao as to l)ríng our 
«Bi againiít the encmies, and thus form in this mannur soldiers and officcrs 
«ofthy of being ttyled columna of the country. 

^ ají cntkspln towanl the adoption of thLt mcariure. Without mcntioning 
thr «nrcnt neoetsity which we have of closing the doora to the enemy, there 
tet 'líber winns so powerful as to determine us to take the ofiensive, which it 
vaald bt an fneicoaable faolt, mllitary and political, to omit We fínd omx- 
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selves inraded, and consequcntly forced to repel the enemy to tbe otlier aide of 
the fptnticr. In addition, it is a principie of the art tbat all defensiTe warlan 
is prejudicial and ruinóos íbr him wlio sustains it ; for it weakens withoot aay 
hope of recompcnsing him ; and that the hostiiities in the enemy'a ooimtiy 
are ulwaya advantagcouti for the k^xhI that resolta from the cvil done to tlie 
contrary ; thos it b tbat we should nut by any mcana employ the defenaiTC. 

'• We sbould also considiT the present state of the enemy, who finda himself in 
an excecdingly crítical situation, the migority of the native toldien haTÍng 
de¿erted, and being obliged at the same time to fortify the patriotic cátiet of 
Caracas, Puerto Cabello, La Guayra, Barcelona, Comana, and Margarita, wfacn 
are depoaited his stores, without daring to leave theae placea, for fear of a 
general insurrection in the very moment of leaving it So that it wonld not 
be imposdiblc that our soldiera should arrive at the gates of Cazacaa withoot 
having delivered a single drawn battle. 

*^ It is a positiTc thing, that as sood as we present ooiselves in yeDezlleh^ tho8> 
sands of couragcous patriots will join us, whose only wish ia to see na arrifc^ 
so as to shake off the yokc of its tyrants and unite thcir efforta to orna ia 
defence of liberty. 

" The naturu of the present campaign pmportions to os the advantage of bdqg 
near to Marocaibo, by Sauta Marta, and to Barínas by Cocota. 

'' Lct US, then, tako advantage of sucli propitious moments ; so that the tmp^d 
of atfdirs may not be absolutely changed by the relnforcementa which may diQy 
arrive from Spaiu, and, perhaps, lose forever thia fortúnate opportonity to aecnn 
the fate oi these States. 

*^ Thü honor of New Granada imperíously requires that we ahoold inflict n 
ezemplary puuishment upon these daring invadeiB, pursuing them to thdr hat 
entrenchments. ilcr glory depcnds upon her taking charge of the enteipriie to 
march into Venezuela, to free the eradle of Colombian independence, her mar- 
tyra, and that meritable population of Caracas, whose críes are directed only 
to their beloved countrytuen, the Granadians, whom they await with mortal 
impatiencc as their rcdeeniere. Let us fly to break the chaina of those Tictimi 
who groan in their duoge«>ns, always hopiug for salvation from yoo ; do not 
mock their confídcnce, do not l)e insensible to the lamenta of yoor breümn. 
Go swilUy to revenge the dead, to give life to the dying, fivedom to the 
oppressed, and liberty to all. — Cartagena de Lidias, Dtcemher 15, 1812.** 

Time, wbicli confírms tnith and blots out and deetroys the commentaríci of 
ontruth, has dcmonstratcd how much thcre is of sensato and social in thoe 
opinions of Colonel Bolívar. The importance of the '* Memorial '* which hM 
just been rcad, consists in makiiig known the influcnce of institotions andof 
facts in tbe fate of Venezuela iu tbe first epoch of her emancipation. TheM 
facts, which are tbe scbool of tbe future, sbould not l)e forgotten; on the con- 
trary, they sbould be studied witli rcílection and tranquil impartiality, idth 
tbat patience wbich is surpriscd by notbing, and that intercst which, assinHng 
intelligence, sccures the profít aud bappy resulte. 

Cartagena, under the nheltcr of tbe republican banners, gare an aaylom to 
Bolívar and bis companions, wlien already tbe Spanish troops wcre approidi- 
ing tbat capital Tbe Cartagcnians etlicaciously contñboted towmrds drínng 
tbe encmies from all pointt* ; and Bolívar, anxious to revenge the insolts of hil 
comradcs and fellow-countrymen, offcrcd his servicos as ^^ prirate ^ under tbe 



LIFB OF BOUYAB. 108 

baimen of Labatnt, wbo was marching upon Santa Marta. " / ditregarded 
rank and dUAinction^^ be said, ^hecanue loijnred to a more horumible deitiny ; 
tú ihéd my hlood fot the liberty of my eounttyy The ciimmandancy of ^ur- 
nmca was too quiet a post for his genios, notwithstanding it was thougbt con- 
Tcoient for him to renudn there, and be was adyised to that effect Bat wbilst 
Labatut operated on tbe coast, Bolívar prepared an expedí tion against tbe 
town of Tenerife, a fortified town, and ene of tbe most impregnable of Amer- 
ica, wbicb obstmcted tbe narigation of tbe Magdalena. ** Now tbat I cannot 
be allowed to combat," be wrote to Labatat, ** I aak your autborization to take 
the fort and town of Tenerife." Labatut did not agree in giving it to bim ; 
and Boliyar determined to mn all riska and resolta, and witb bis small forcé 
(400 men) be ondertook tbe assaolt of tbe fort (December 28d). Tbe garrison 
wbicb defended tbe fort escapcd towards tbe valley of Dopar, and tbe artiUery 
and yeasels tbat were tbere fell into tbe bands of tbe yictor, along witb otber 
rtorea of war. 

Bot the commandant, Oeneral Labatot, more jealoos of tbe triompbs of 
Bolirar than be was offended by bis disobedience, made tbe greatest endeavors 
to baye bim brooght before a coort-martial, going in person to tbe capital to 
aolicit it He said tbat the morale of the army reqoired an act of severe jos- 
tice to make known to sobaltems tbeir doties ; be qooted examples from history, 
and witb that obstínate or stobbom oootinoation wbicb cbaracterizes self- 
interest, be talked warmly to all, and soogbt in tbe common consent the inilaence 
neceasary to aasore the triomph of bis porpose ; bot the govemor of Cartagena, 
Xannel Rodrigoez Toríces, firmly defended Bolívar ; and to cot tbe root of tbis 
diaoord, be separated bim from the command of Labatot, sending bim to libér- 
ate the Upper Magdalena.* Bolivar flew to Mompoz, and dislodged the Span- 
iazds frum all the points wbicb tbey garrison on tbe eastem sbore of the river : 
Ckuimal, Banco, Puerto Real de Ocafla. His colomn tben nombered 500 men. 
The enomy, wbo boasted tbat they would not even reccive parleys, abandoned 
the ooontry, and retreatod to Chiríguaua. Bolívar continoed actively tbe por- 
niit, and routed bim at tbis spot (Ist Janoary, 1818), captnring foor gonboata, 
artillery, moskets, etc. Following op tbe advantage, be took possession of 
' Tamabuneqne, very few Spaniards, witb the officers Capmani and Capdcvila, 
managing to escape, and entered the town of Ocafla amíd vivas and acclama- 
tiona. Bolivar conunxmicated to tbe Union Colonel Don Manoel Castillo, and 
throngb bim to tbe Congress of New Granada, wbicb was assembled at To^ja. 

* Labatat was an adventorer wbo came to searcb wealth amongst tbe cvents of 
South America. He cared not for glory, bat soagbt for fortune ; and bo conducted 
himsdf so improperly in bis command of tbe Upper Magdalena, be operated witb 
ao mucb violence, and, above all, witb sucb rapacity, tbat it was necessary to depoee 
him. Colonel Miguel Carabafio, commissioned by tbe govemment of Cartagena, 
intimated to him tbe order for bis deposition, arrested and remittod bim to Carta- 
gena, from wbence he was immodiately expelled to tbe Antilles. Tbis was tbe 
end of Labatut. 

In general, correctly observes Restrepo, the strangcrs wbo came to America to 
offisr tbeir services in that first epocb of tbe Republic, caosod more evil than good. 
Tbey all came boaating to be great officers and consummate politicians, wbile in 
ih^ own country they bad been neitber ene or the otber. Full of pride wbenever 
any office was conferred on tbem, tbey wished to work tbeir own will and not obey 
the establisbed govemment ; tbey bclieved themselves superior to the South Ameri- 
cana, and from Üiis cause they looked witb scom on tbe higbest magistratea. 
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Fíyc days, marked by consecutiye victoriea, brought BoUvar u fiur m Ocafi^ 

It was tbere that began hÍB brilliant achittTemeDts, bis immortal feftta. 

And be wbo sliould be tbe Fatukb and Líbkiiatob of tbe worid of Columba^ 
nndertook, at tbe bead of 400 men, bis firat campaign fot liberty ai Santa 
Harta I at Santa Marta, wbere, eigbteen yean afterwardaí ba waa to gÍTa mp 
bis noble spirítl 



" In a war of many people, long duratíon, alteration of erents, tbere an 
never miaaing evonts to praiae andcondemn." Tbus wrote simply tbe bistoriaB 
Mendoza. In ours, by tbe means of wbicb independence was reacbed, not on^ 
are tbere many to praise, but also coincidcnces to be wondered at ; prodigis^ 
cxtraordinary circumstanccs, wbicb keep in suspense or impreas tbe mind bf 
its bidden meaninff. It could be said tbat Proyidcncc in bis secreta, did not 
omit any means and occasions to eiicourage tbe patríotic bearts by signa wbicb 
secmed notices, if not promises, of coming triumpbs. 

Wbcn Bolivar abandonad tbe sborcs oí Venezncla, fcaring deatb leas tbaa 
tyranny, be went to New Granada, b€el iug in a tcar against the tyranté the m^T 
remedy uhich could heál the troundé of h¡é h^art, At tbis same time a yoo^g 
man froui tbe east, Santiago Marino, and wbo could not suñer tbe idea of aea- 
ing bis country buniilLtted and submittod anew to tbe Spanisb yoke, proceedod 
to Trinidad to undertakc tberctrom tbe campaign of liberty. 

Bolirar, from tbe top of tbe rocky mountain of Tenerife, waa waTing tbi 
Tictorious iris, wbilst Marino, on tbe island of Cbacacbacare, bad planted tka 
tri-color flag and barangued bis valiant companions, in arms, inspiríng tbem wilk 
entbusiasm, wbicb is tbe pledge of rictory. On tbese two oppoaed poiili 
wbicb bavc bccn immortalizcd l)y bistory, two Venezuelana, equally yonÚiíU^ 
wealtby, and of distinguisbed fanii1ieí<, liigb-minded, raliant, and, more thai 
all, eminent patriota, tniced out eacb one for bimself tbe plan of redeemiig 
tbeír country, swcaríng to bebold ber free or die in the attempt. To tbem thcii 
wcro no obstacics. Ministers of dcstiny, tbey sbould fulfill its mairdons tnat 
At tbe same moment, an<l by tbe same impulse, witbout commanicating or eT« 
knowing eacb otber, Marino and Bolivar set out, respcctirely, &om east to 
wcst, to the cry of lil)erty or deatb. And ob, wondcrful transactions of fortune I 
Marino, active, indefatigable, triumpbantly waved tbe Republican flag at Cb> 
mana tbe same day tbat Bolívar, scated on the ewifl cbaríot of yictory, enteiel 
Caracas, tbe conqueror of four amiies, couqucror of Monteverde, wasbing out 
tbe stüin of tbe bumiliation of Miranda, and revenging tbe country of lo 
mucb opprobrium. 

Tbe bero was accompanicd at Cartagena by Ribas, Cortes Campornaatti 
Bríccno, tbe Carabanos, Navas, Chatillon ; and Marino, in Trinidad, by Fitf^ 
Valdez, iVrmario, the Bennudez, Brito, Ascue. 

The ñames of tbcsc héroes dhould be rendcrcd ctemal by a beautiful monft- 
ment, which should recall to the most remote generations tbe sacrifioes, tbe feíft^ 
the mirad es of valor, by whicb they succeeded in rcdccming tbeir oppretfBd 
country from the tyrannical Spanisb yoke I 

But why alter the order of tvents ? It is bcttcr that the narratíon contSaM 
as mucb as possible, wlthout transitions or omissions, the pen confining ibielf 
to tbe succession of time. 

Let US retum to Bolivar, wbom wc bave seen victorious at Ocafia. 
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li Meded hf iha post, Bolirar hüd pnren lib«rty to Santa 
Ütft^ieá «adi forítmctB winpciü mentad' Üie n-nt by thc ^ovom- 

wmá mi K«w OfanidA, (o Uie Odmiiiatid ol* uo exi -ainst tUe provinces 

n» iBoat iapúñaiit ioaiiij who (brenleiied tbt* mifetj of Üioee towns, woa tho 
I DñB Ramcit Oorm y Que vara, idtuated In thi^ yallcjs of CüctiU, at the 
i 9Í m MMiriiWihltt Tetcran forci% for tho |)urpn«e of tnTadini^ tUd new king* 
4tm «f Gf«iwd% apcl «Inendy on tbo point oí' cóx^ting it ; bat Bolirar put him 
li fiftM, l«ri»g pMÜIcd the eastcm i of New Granada. Ftilt of 

I «lid coniiiittiiiaitliig it to hh Lie marched from Orana with 

, and €Xtra muakcts ttutli^itiií ti> anu a fevr companie^^ íf he 
t Jodg« il la b» BO ntcamnrj, lie took thc rough rand, whích, cnoe^ing th<! 
Mgb Amm of fiKWitiliie of the Ai]dt*i«, le^dn to ihc atident dty of Salázar de 
)» Maia. Oa <pat of iKe hright«» namcd La Ajiriiadn, he encount«Tvd a dotacli* 
■¡■I üf Uic «Deniy. B^ttrar foreed k to ahandon tliat adrantageoas mllitarj 
uiitíl be had dÍHpiT8«id \t, Auother delaubment fitiU 
i guriaoned thc city of Saíaiar, was crpcllcd ñrim tho 
' Ihé litiglvt tít ^^ Yagoal/' and fxom 8ati CnycUno, whc*Tt% invit<íd 
fifOpcr |0 fviist, tbp royalUt;^ pr«tonded to iiiiAtain theinpelTe«. 
( of tlw amaaaxwreá of Bolívar, bin darítig and for&'.ight, held them 
•od MI of terror* Corrt^a then concontratt-d bis tmoj)?, nlready 
v^at dctiMKmlia«d by inarrhca and encofintcra, at thc town of San Joé^ do 
OiflirtiL Tbori! be pMM»d iu rc*vie%r t^lght hundred aohlíer^, rommandod by 
«Añl ^fimn. Bollfaj- could hardly coimt ñvQ hiindred. AUhouifh Corren 

hÚ0 BOtt anwary )twñth«tandin^ thf pnaiirnty oí pt?rii^ it iñ tíer- 

MiCInt he faüSBcil i in a* much aa be wai* ablc to do, and ron Id do. 

tbfi dcwp rfvrr ZnWii Ui th^t lK>ata of thc tMitiny, and at tho 
ik *»f «iay of the t^h of Fthniary (Easítcr Sunday) Uo marcbod lo Imttle» 
f bn«n aílenntrt] bo haíl oc«?npied th*.* hoi;;ht to tho wdKtt of San Jo^. Tbo 
( w blovdy, becaiue the Spaci 
Ito ; iMt llui lMyoil«l ^bar»*^ > 

rboH» «nd fle^ loab - * »tivnU uf war. 

' - ' '■ ' ^>ry. 

atid ttih» decided tbat of thi? firorincc» of 
«Mücitpied by the Span&ali eominaadant Don Joae Tan cíe, with (ifleen 
aftd Wlio one¿iÍ*d pmáplUMy at the noticc alone of the defesl 




1W tele nf Piíitplona wat aealed ; 




* ir tina idBcur,** wrute Bollfar to tbi» pf(»v«fnor nf tb« Btate of Caita«v«9u^ 
*4bci O0C reneirv ivliilíoffiMtmr ^ and T^ ' 

*«Weli r«ad Ue matebea^ b« v uun^ hU <! 

■nil Mi|(«ieiita Íf it ran tx^ hn, hycsoae of the otimNrr of partiee 

1 1 idid to lutfraia kia rüar-i^uard, Niftbl beOife hiat I waH infomiiHl thai 

> waa eolnf torodi flan Criatohal, by way of the blTt of Han Antonio, 

lOfrliid to pami to a«»rcb of btm, Imt bu had aln-ady rarapcuf, on 

mt «hielí I fvtarotd lo my br^dcinartera, learlng In that t#>wn a 

iof tioopa,** 

bboommmilefttíofM the tat of Marcb, 1^13, at Caeifltt HhirtML 
\ thm TmBÍáf% I n the act, aad campod liia Hoope on Ventfiítlan boíL 
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*^ To-daj the Ropublic of Venezuela has resorrected,** he laid to the citiíav 
of 8an Antonio, '* taking its fint 1)reath in this patriotic and courageoiu towB, 
firat in inlialing Hlicrty, as it is in the local order of our sacred terrítory.** 

Antl to the soltliers of the combinefl army of Cartagena and the ünioa, 
racallin^ to theni the hattles of Tenerife, Ouamal, BaDCO and Ocafia, and the 
reaoqusition of two provinces, he said : *' Your Ixlierating anna have penetzated 
to Venezuela, who beholds one of her provinecs breathe under the ahdter of 
your ^'neriius protection. In \e»n than two montha you have completed two 
campaígRS, and have l)egan a third, wliich commencea hefe, and whkh wiD 
conclude in the eountry which gara me life. You, faithful republicana, wü! 
marcli to redeem the oradle of Colomiáan independencc, as did the cnuadcn 

free Jerusalem, the eradle of Chrí!<tianity The reaplendence of jov 

Tictoríoua arma will cause the Spanish bordes to disappear from the fieldi of 
Venezuela as darknem is diasipated by the mys of the snn. The whofe of 
America expects her liT>erty and salvation. from you, intrepid aoldien of Gaita- 
gena and tbc Union T' 

May it Ih! allowed to me here to cali the attention of my readcra npon two 
points : first, how Boliyar reveáis bis great deáre of liberating Venezuela, citi< 
mating the canipaigns of Santa Marta and Pamplona as preliminaries of the 
other, nf lar^T proportions and of grcater and happier resulta. To xedecn 
bis captive rountry — the country which gave him Ufe — was his most aideot 
wish ; and as he advanced towards the realization of snch a sublime undtf- 

taking, Iiia hcart overflowed. It wa& not pleasure of Tengreance whkb 

increaaed bate, ñor the ostentatiousness of TÍctoiy, which comforted that coo- 
agcous spirít which dared all ; it was the feellng of self-dignity ; the wonh^ 
of his country, a puré and sacred love ; the passion for liberty. 

Secondly : remark in like manner tliat gigantic idea that " the whole of 
America expecte<l its lil»erty and 8:ilTatiün from the liberator of Venecnda." 
Did Bolivur, afar otT, read in the book of human evento t Was it a presad- 
ment wbich iiluminL'd bis soul, an iní«piration of his glory ? Did be, periíap^ 
perceive from Ciícuta tbrough tho rivera of blood and monntaina of bodiei 
the pcople to whom his sword sbould givc independence, the nations he sboold 
créate ? 3Iany coiuing from the plougb or but grasped the sceptre in tbe 
origin of ambition and tyranny ; but Bolivar has hardly tasted the swoeti of 
the firvit vií'tury, when he talks of rights and lil)erty ; and in the flaming of kii 
desire he does not remark that he speaks of the liberty of a whole worid I 

This was bis charge ; for this he had been bom. Let us follow his stepoii 
his career of redemption, and let us discover how he waa able to candadla 
happily, the gi<;antic and cxtraordinary underlaking of freeing a world. 

The important ^-ictoríes which the futurc Liberator had reported filled fhe 
good Granadanians with joy and enthusiasm. Bolivar alone was not satíiSed. 
What thcn was wanting to his generous den re ? In fact there was somethiog 
wanting, and somctbing of inestimable price. Venezuela was wanting. H0 
thus communicated it to tbe authorities of Cartagena and Cudinamarca, ad 
to the preaident of the Congress, asking permisdon from one of the Fedcnl 
States to dispon of the sol diera of the Union, and to " continué his Tictorioü 
march untii be sbould present bimself beforc the niins of illustríous Caracaa 

The President fear(*d (not unfoundcdly) to expose the small forcé of Botim^ 
believmg it to be a leas easy task to defeat Monteverdc than to dcstroy ComiL 

Bolivar peraisted in being authorized to procecd to Venezuela. He leftao 
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stone imtanied to induce the Granadanian executíve to consent to tliis opera- 
tion. 

'^ The íate of New Granada,'' he said in a despatch, " ia intimately joined to 
that of Yenesaela ; if ahe contínues in ber chaina the fonner wiÜ also bear 
tbem, becaoae slaTery la a canker which commences in one part, and, if it is not 
cnt, it commnnicates itaeflTto the whole, and the entire body penahea.'* ^ By the 
same mcana,*' he wrote in another despatch : " By the same mcana with whicb 
the despot of Caracas (Monteyerde) has been ablc to subdae the confedcration, 
by these same, and with more security than him, I wiU attempt to redeem my 
country."* 

Meanwhile, the General Gk>Yemment of the Union presided over by the 
incomparable Dr. Camilo Torres, obliged to Boliyar for so many disinterested 
aa important services, scnt him the rank of Brígadier-Ckneral, and the title of 
CmzEN OF Kbw Grahada, accompanicd by flattering and highiy honorable 
expressions (12th of Karch). Bolívar was gratefal, as he sliould be, for such 
marked distinctions ; but what he most desired was the order to march to 
the leconqneat of Venezuela. His only thought waa this. He urged anew, 
and eren commissioned the Colonel José Félix Ribas that, ^ In the ñame of the 
oommon coontry, and of the yictims of the oppreseion of Monteyerde, to 
implore the protection of the execatiye power of the Union, and to be able to 
march with his yictorioos arma to combat the tyrants of Caracas." 

To snch a degree^ and so yehemcnt was the petition of Boliyar, that finally 
the order was giyen him to occupy the proyinces of Herida and TmjiUo (7th 
of May). 

The noble heart of the American chief oyerflowed with pleasore on behold- 
ing the liberating arma of New Granada marching to redeem Venezuela. He 
ntnmed thanks to the Supreme Executiye Power ; and so deep was the con- 
Tictíon entertained by him that the enemy would not resist his attack, giying 
way all to the aplendor of his arms, that, ** the answer to this despatch,*' he 
■aid to the Preaident, ** your excellency will direct to TnyiUo, because it isthere 
I wiU recdye it" 

Conrageous expression, betraying an infallihlo confidence in yictory I 

Boliyar set out firom San Cristóbal the 15th, with little more than fiye hun- 
dred soldiers fit for seryice, a forcé, in íact, insnffident to expel the royalists 
ont of Venezuela, who controlled her with more than six thousand regular 
troope, besides haying stores and resources to arm six thousand more if it 
^oiüd be necessary. Bold and rash, if not impossible, was the undertaking, 
jodged in its true light, notwithstanding the personal intrepidity and actiyity 
of the chief; but Boliyar possessed that secret forcé of superioríty which cun- 
'verted obstacles into tríumphs, and as he ol>8eryed fortune to be fiíyorable, he 
IbDowed her brískly, knowing her usually to fayor the most daring. 

He had amongst his officers Rafael Urdaneta, Luciano D'Elhuyar, Atanado 
Oiiardot, Manuel and Antonio París, Francisco de Paula Velez, and Antonio 
Bicaurte (ñames which shall be coyered with glory); who offered to their 
ooimtry, along with the sacrifico of their repose, the consecration of their talents 
and the brílliancy of their yirtues. 

Borne distinguished exiles from Venezuela, who wcre residing in New Gran- 
ada, also united themselyes to Boliyar, being prominent amougst them the Dr. 

* Bead the Communications of the 4th of March, 1818, and thoso foUowing. 
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Cristóbal Mendoza, whom wc alrendj know. There cune as secretaiy the 
young man Don Pedro Bric^cAo Méndez, tlie same one wbom we áhaü after- 
warda ace occupjñng important positíone in Colombia, perfonning thcm with 
dignity and talent Bolívar apprcriated him, and did not hide hia sfléo- 
tion for bim ; because tnily Brice no meritcrl tbe estimation of all honest i 
pnnctí1]iou8, condesrcnding, mo<lost, friendlv to la)>or, and, amongst ao i 
TÍrtueH, remarkable in the frankness and purity of bis manners to sucb a point 
tfaat the Lil>eraTor would say : " Briooño íh an angcl.^ 

Boforc proceoding, and so that noíbin;; Bii1>i>tantial be wantfng to tbe hístory 
wbiob I wrítc with bo niuch love, a di^ression seems convenicnt to gire place 
to refer to the displeaflurcs which Br>livar experímented at CAcuta. 

Wbcn he arrived at Ocana \-ictnrír)iiít, the colonel of tbe Union, Don SEaniMl 
Castillo, was at Pií^lecuesta, unitinq: forres to opposa Don Ramón Correa, wbo 
projccted (as we know) t«> invade Xew Granada. Castillo commcnced ida- 
tions with Bolivar ; and these were so sincere on the part of tbe Venezudaft 
general, that he marcbcd (rom Ocana to Mompox, oTcminning swiftly tiíat 
line of tlie Magdalena, to procure muskets and ammnnition with wbicb to arm 
tbe columns of Castillo. A service full of goodnesa and spontaniety, for wlück 
Castillo confesscfl to be profoundly gratefiíl. 

On bis retum to Ocana, Bolivar re<*eived tbe autborization of tbe gorennr 
of Cartagena to 1il>erate Pamplona ; and tbe triumphs are already knon, 
wbich, without intemiption, followed tbe faculty of obtaining tbem. 

Bolívar bad bardly liad time to repoi^e bimself at Cuenta, tbe predonsval* 
leys being now free, wlien Castillo arríved with a división of one tbomud 
men, nnd tbe title of Commandant-Goneral of Pamplona. A good undentaod- 
ing still lasted l)etween tbe two clñcfi*, and to sucb a degrce tbat Castíflo 
soUcitcd and obtained from Congress tbat Bolivar should be appoínted oon- 
mander-in-cbíef of the división. It was not tbis petition, as we sbould think» 
but from an apparcnt or suspwting good faith, Castillo relying tbat perbapsit 
would not be despatchcd favoral>ly ; because little by little be became jealooi 
of authority. Bolívar sccretly gave notice to Congress of the remartn ind 
apprehcnsions of bis friends, and asked the nomination of anotberofficerfcr 
the división. Congress, by a mucb to T>e lamented fatality, weak and nndeddfd 
in all, adoptcd an unccrtain policy of temporization, hnd tbns embitten^d man 
and more affairs, writing to one and tbe other officer. Bolivar was «nstunad 
by tbe President Torres, wbo bad conceived the bighest opinión for the náAr 
tary talents and importance of bis favoríte : but be could not prevent tbat two 
months (March and Apríl) should pass in disagreoable and absurd dispotai; 
until Castülo, vexcd K'cause bis pretentions were not received witb all fke 
warmtb whicb he expected from Congress, and bccause tbe preference «• 
gíven to bis rival, he resigncd bis rank, and wcnt in angry mood to Tojii 
wberc he saw that bis rcsignation liad 1>cen accepted by a ratbcr aeveie decfea 

Tbis open cnmity of Castillo towards Bolivar (for to that degree arrived thí 
precise declinations of jealousy) had aftcrwards injurious consequenoes for tbi 
country. Envy is a bate wbícb is never extinguisbed, and one of tbe ikm 
most ingcnious in doing evil. 

To the honor uf Bolivar it should l>e said, tbat, to set aside aD dispute wift 
Castillo, and to continué occu¡)ying bimself solcly to the great tbougbt of fi«- 
ing Venezuela, he did all in his powcr on bis part, writing friendly letten to 
Castillo, inviting bim to a reconciliation^ aacrífícing bis aelf-pride. CastiUOi 




JJWm OF BOUTAB. 109 

\ flligliled Boliyar, leaTing even nnanswered bis epiftles. It is not con- 
tó all to know how to comply with what ia ezacted b j the lawB of gen&- 
• rnnch ins m when the mind is troobled by the exceases of paasion.* 
Ai the tíme that BoIítit was endeayoring to finee himself from the obsiaclea 
alresdy the joalouay and rivaliies of Castillo had thrown in hia way, the 
TqfcrtmHan Coloiid Don Antonio Kicola8 Briceflo, a lawyer of the College of 
pivaented himself in Cácuta ; and who had been deputy to the aelf- 
ituted CoDgreee of Yenezaela : a man of yiolent paasioos, and thongh 
leamed, so overbearing that hia aerere geniua aeemed to appear at tímea 
ignoraaoe. The perfidiona condnct of Monteverde, and the exceaaea com- 
by AntottansM, and other royaliat chie& in Yenezaela, exalted the patri- 
feelin]^ of Briceno to anch a degree aa to haye oonyerted it into fímaticianL 
wa0 one of the fint among the exilea who arríyed at Cartagena, and, im- 
by the desire of giying liberty to hia coontiy, he publiahed on the 16th 
; 181S, aome propositiona in the ñame of the people of Venezuela^ to 
e an ezpedition by land to reach that object BríoeAo ondertook to 
a body of cayalry, and succeeded fínally in mounting aome 143 men, 
he commanded. His object waa to opérate independently, and aa he 
«M directed by hia own firee wilU Boliyar— he who neyer permitted anarchy-^ 
■ppoatd himaelf ; and argumenta were ao deciaiye and efficadous that Briceflo 
wm wl laat penoaded to join himaelf with the reat of the ezpedition ; and in 
nch a coo^>tion he aet oot for San CríatobaL 

Oa amying at thia town (9th Apríl), onable to reatrain the exaltation of hia 

■U, Brice fio forgot the respect he owed to the general and to himaelf^ and 

féSaheá an oider dedaring ** war without quarter," and offering liberty to the 

bo woold kill their maatera, ialenoa and Spaniards ; with thia, joining 

to the thieat, he himaelf took the life of two qniet ialeAoa who liyed 

h that town, and remittod their heada ; one to Boliyar, another to CaatiUo, 

*The offigln of the miamideratandinga betwoen Boliyar and Castillo was an 

miet iipwd by the former entitling himaelf therein Oommander-ir^Chuf of the 

^mf» «f Cartagena and the Union, Castillo resented thia title, and remanded 

; «ayinfir, that ** all were eoldiers of the Union." Boliyar satisfied him by 

that he had made anch a partieolar distinetion, becaose he did not wiah 

in the dyil dieaensiona of New Granada ; hia aole object being the 

of Venesoela, and that If he waa not authorized to march to rudeem hia 

he wofüd not aenre any of the partiee which diyided the State of New 

It a e em a almoet impoaaiblo that fiom ao inaignificant a canse thero 

Asild have arlaen soch a bitter and coatly dispute. Castillo sont yery soyero 

kettcra to Qeneral Boliyar, and aleo sent them to the Congrees and ezocutiye 

oC New Granada, inspiring theee againat that cao. It waa Castillo who first 

the idea that the undertaking against Venezuela was a raeh tcmerüjf, 

Ivbeh woold only reeult in the loes of men and elementa of war. Thus, an cyil 
Uaf . aader the yell of a humane and patriotic zcal, was canslng the idea of our 
IWrti to be nnsn c l I s Bfu L F<)rtunat(*Iy, the eff>rts of Castillo wero in vain ; aa 
■U Áe Dr. Camilo Torren, a truc stateHOian, and having a doep knowledge of the 
hsMa heart : ** In all this the only thing that is positiye, and that is not men- 
ttaMi, la the merit of General Boliyar." 
Bt toa trop de móríte importaoAot les jeux 
De asa propres amia Itii fait des eorieuK. 
(BOILBAU.) 
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accompaniecl by lettere wboae firet Unes (nys Regtrep<>, oopying ftom Viu) 
were wrítten with the blood of thoae unhappy Tictims. Tké§e are daing» ^ 
the dftiíy Bolívar ezclaimed, full of indignation, wben he waa informed of whit 
had happenc«l ;* and díspatched on the spot the officer Pedro Brioefio Panar, 
to rc-emplaco Bricen o in San Cristóbal, and to aend him prúoner, to be jadged bj 
court-martiaL This onCf on knowing what waa ordered, fled aecretly with Üe 
fort^e he commandcd, going by the mountam of San Camflo, of auch dificoH 
trarel, towards the plains hf Barí ñas (^(ay 4). 

Bríc'eno waa guided on by a fanatioal hatred for the Spaniarda ; and fion 
the momcnt he lett San Cristóbal he thought himaelf oat of the reach of Bofi- 
Tar, frec from all control, and in the capacity of operating withoat the plan or 
agreement of the rommunder of the anny. 

Nothing is 8o pemicious in important undertakings as the preecnce of tiioie 
men in ^hom prudcnt rcflcction does not restrain the vQlgarity of the fint mr 
pulse ; thcy dÍM'oncert all, and as they opérate without diacivtion, and dise- 
gard what is propcr, run the risk of losing thomaelvca, and eren to rain tiie 
cause. 

Two brave ofíicers joined themaelveí* with Briceflo in bis foolhatdy nnd» 
taking: Francisco Olmedilla and Jacinto Lara; but nothing coold piVTentthit 
a división of YaAez, 500 strong, shouM destroy it vithauí fren Jighting, b 
the fírst oncounter BriccAo was une ble to preserve order and fbmatMn 
amongst bis troops, and fcll a prisoncr, along with others of hia detennfaied 
compunions of adventurc ; somc were buricd on the field, and a few, Toy fcir, 
managed to escape by tlieir dextcrity and Ix^ldness. Briceno waa coadnetad 
to Barínas, and was thcro judgcd by Tizcar, was shot, along with dght 
and otlier promincnt patriota. .... 

Blood bogan to moistcn the earth of Venezuela. Et infecta térra in 

From tile vcry momcnt of bis arríval at Barinaa, Briceno resolutely asked Ui 
own death. On tliat extreme occasion bis soul ahowed itself more than enr 
full of cnergy. Knowing the hatre<l of the conqueror he aaved himsetf tfM 
pains of fearin!^ the penalty, and immcdiatcly armnged hia mind to misfoitiiM. 

Tbus was terminatcd with such a disastrous end the career of thisif8fni«aa' 
rash t'jH'^fT^ as he was stylcd by Bolívar, whose servicca could have been vtM 
to the country, but that staineil by disol)edicncc and craelty it would enftbe 
better to ignore them I 

** It is not misfortune which dcpresses the mind of man, but bis own remív- 
ness," said a pbilosopher. Blany are embarrasscd by sncceseea ; othen not efs 
by misfortune^ because tlie heart of man is superior to alL Thoa waa that of 
Bolívar : notliing disbourteneíl him ; ncitber o)>6ta(*les or penis ; neither ttc 
meanness of so me ñor the liauglitiness of others ; neither the follies of tiM* 
ñor the crrors and falsc judgment of those. lie wrestled with all and conqoaed 
all ; the fatigues of such a strcnuoits war being instrumenta which woiked oit 
the merit of bis sol id bope ^ 

Wbcn in the mi<lst of the de<x>pt¡ons and bíttcr displeaaorea which BoStv 



* This is nrferri'd to by an eyc-witnrss, Don Nicolás Mellado» In a letter tothfl 
Intendant IVm Dii>ni>ii> Franco, which is i)n*8er\'ed in the archives of the GaptaiB- 
(ieneralcy. The vnnuy wortl of Bolivar lias the merit of a doaUe acoeptatloBf 
because Bríceiio was here nick-named TuE De vil. 
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was Bufferíng at Cúcuta he receiyed the permiasioii to marcb against Yenezaela, 
and the commission to dríye out the encmies from the provinces of Herida and 
Trujillo, as has been heretofore mentioned, his satisflEU^oii was unapeakablc, a&d 
the execution of the order immediate. Bolívar had already announced from 
Tachira to his countrymen of Venezuela that he was coming to rescue them 
finom the oppressive captivity in which they lay, and, as he spoke for the flrst 
time to the people,he had to inform them whohe was and what motiyes moved 
him : ** I am one of your brothers of Caracas, who, snatched miraculously by the 
God of mercies from the hands of tyrants who oppress Venezuela, have come 
to bríng you libcrty, independence, and the rule of justice, gencrously protected 
by the glorious armics of Cartagena and La Union, who have ejected firom their 
mídst the yile enemies who pretended to subdue them, and have taken to their 
ciharge the heroic undertaklng of breaking the chaina which are yet dragged 
by a great portion of the peoplc of Venezuela." 

To the soldiers he spoke in a different manner. — He did not tell them who 
be was ; they knew him ; but he filled them with enthusiasm, by addressing 
them these words : 

*' I have had the honor of fighting by your side, and know the magnanimooB 
■eatíments which anímate you in favor of your enslaved brethren to whom your 
femrful arms snd warlíke breasts can alone gíve health, life, and liberty. 

"Venezuela will soon see your banners planted on the fortresses of Puerto 
Cabello and La Guayra . . . Qo, soldiers, to cover yourselves with glory, 
aoqniring the sublime ronown of being hberators of Venezuela." 

Bailadores was occupicd by the vanguard of the rcpublicans without meet- 
ii^ any resistance ; and by only this ment, the división of Correa, which díd 
not nomber less than 1,000 men, abandoned Herida and retreated to Betijioqne. 
Their arms were not capable of success ; and Correa, advised of the truth 
preferred to evacúate the town in place of going out to meet the enemy. By 
thia Herida, líbcrated ñt)m opprcssíon, proclaimed ancw its indepcndence, to 
which act eagerly contríbuted the Spaniard, Don Vicente Campo-Elias. 

Bolívar entered that capital the 80th of Hay at nine o'clock in the moming. 
The populatíon of Herida received him with demonstrations of love and joy, 
entitling him their " Liberator." The Doctor Don Cristóbal Hendozawas at the 
bead of it 

With that prodigious actívity which distinguished Bolívar, he dedícated 
|pm«ftlf immediately to organize and augment his forces, to exalt the publíc 
mind, and to make plain to the pcople that they sliould take up arms to ex- 
pnlae these tyrants. Attending to the organízation of the líberated territory, 
and to the increase of his forces, he at the same time ordered D^Elhnyar to 
march opon Escaque with the view of pursuíng the división of Correa and 
Girardot, to occupy that province . . . Correa díd not think it proper. to wtái 
for the attack, and dnring the first days of Juno he escaped to Haracaibo by 
the road which leads to Hoporo, upon the lake. 

Bolívar left Herida on the lOth of June, and on the 14th arrived at Trujillo, 
leorganized the govemment of the province and destíned Girardot, with the 
forces at his command, to attack a body of 450 royalists at Carache, who were 
commanded by the marine officcr Don Hanuel Canas. 

At Trujillo Bolívar received the documents which certiñed that the Spanish 
officers had taken the initiative and declared war until dcath, publicated by 
Don Antonio Tízcar, Commandant Govemor of Barinas, by a general order to 
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bis annT the 8d of May, that " hLs troops were not to gire qnarter to thoK 
who Burremlerpfl !*' He was thero also infonnod of tbe shooting of Bríorflo 
and his companionsí, as a due retalíation for the erenta of San Cristóbal ; ''bot 
wbat reason existí*/* sa?d Bolivar, *' tbat Tizcar sbould caoae to be killed tbe 
reat, wbo bad no complícity with Bñceno, ñor tbe least cbarge agunst tbem f^ 

Tbey died l)efausc they were Amcritansl ... Ah\ the tyrant* thall eipiati 
the ir enf>rmf*H* ^rimeM .' . . . Tliis was tbe favonte pbrasc in tbose times. 

Tbat nigbt pass^ed in an active restlessness ; nuw taiking to some one or 
otber of bia in ti mate fnends, now rockin>r bimself in bis bammock, or walkiif 
up and down, airitatí-d as was his cu-stom when he was preoccnpied by some- 
tbing serínuií. It could be sai d that the woight of tbe idea was unsupportabk 
to him. He talkivi of the feroiity of Antofianza;» at Calabozo and San Juan de 
los Morros, not now agiiinst defonrelcss prí<oner«, bnt against inoíTensire atír 
zens, quiet and innwent ; a:;ain.<>t childron, against women ; be recalled tfae 
deatb of those barbarously imprisoned in the dungeons of Puerto Cabello, the 
robl»erie«» at La Guayra, the vexntious persecutions and murders at Caracas, lod 
fVom this snbjcít he pa¿i.seil on to t:ilk of the sorrowful scenes of the 3d of 
Angust at Quito, of the slaughters in Pcrfi and tbe atrocities in México r* *'tbiy 
declare us a war of extemiination,'* be sai»! ; ** they wish to canse the diíiP' 
peanince of the American race, aml to them are reneweil the horror? of the 
conquest. Tlie Spaniards marked tbeir entrance into tbis virginal and isnanat 
land with death and desolation : they caust.'d to dijtappear its primitive race, 
and when its raging batrcd finds notbing else to destroy, tbey now tnm 



• In a " notico " whicb the Virar of #bÍ8poe directed to Don Dnmin^ro Moal^ 
verde upon the acts and dctings of Tizcar, a manoscrípt whicb I posees^ the folkv- 
ing can be reail : 

" Don Antonio Tizcar, from the mnmt'nt rif his arríval at Harinas, has madev» 
" of a de^ptitic and barbaruus ]>olioy, ap]>n>priating donatii.ins and esacting moo? 
in all mauner». Uv ex]H.HÍi'd a circular to all tlie towns of the Proviace, ardeiiig 
the tcrritiiñal jud^-t^ tu cause tlio inhabitantii, witbuut exceptiun. of each villip 
to pfl':^•nt tli«.'nu!<*Ivci» in tho ca¡átal ; and ba all fuared bis atrocities, Barinas W 
crr>wdL'<I by the ¡xviple, who witc pourin^ in frum all the towns, and be, bg fin^ 
eatrartt'd fr^ni i'och ¡H^Mín arotirling to his means. so that some with $500, othffi 
with 400, i»thiTs witli 300, noui? cS4-ai»tti. ñor ri'tumi'd to thfir homes untll thcrhii 
exhiltitoil whal was rtfiuinxl ; evi-n the jMUfH'st were not fmed fnnn tbis contilbi' 
tion. At the Mime time h«' t«j<»k awny cattb» fmm the henls of the insargeatstfí 
sold them for bis nwn account. whirh, lie would say, Monged to tbe king ; and he 
also appro])riated all that wa« prixluccd by t)ie Ri>yal Cust«inis. tbat of tbe UÍbM/Q 
oí Barinas and Guanare. When he executed Don Antonio Nicolás Brícefto,a]oi9 
with se ven mor*, and three Frencbmen also, he roceivcd money in otber rcspeda' 

f Tbe masMicrc of tbe bridgt* of Calderón surpaases all exaggeration. The aiW 
of the S]ianiard8 (afflrm the royal autbom) wero wearied in diacharging deatb4dfl«i 
aga¡n!«t the rfbrls who had followed the standard of indepcndcnce raiacd by the 
Priest Hidalgo at Dolores." To perp^'tuate the memory of tboao bloody andanni- 
hilatin^ acti*, and to recompensí* the rírtfU4 and the ÁunM/ií/jr of Ueneiml Fdlx 
Calleja, who breatUed only a deadly hatntl against America, a title of Castilla «ii 
creatcd with the ñame of " Cuiden >n." and conferred on that meritáttt Gcnenlf 
Calleja inf.»rmed the Viceroy nf Mi-xico that " at the battle of Acúleo be had prt 
to the swoni 5.000 Amt'rican prisí»ners." An»l n'lating his entry into Goani^ttlo, 
whicb waíi 1>T fire and blood. he says tlint, " he woiild cause to be slaugbtezed lone 
14,000 or 15,000 rebela !'* Tiger, tbirsting for boman blood 1 
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thdr own children wbom they haré had on this ustuped terrítoiy. They wiab 
war iintil death ; well, we wül have it" . . . 

Already fiom Herida Boliyar had manifestcd bis thou^ht. In a proclama- 
tion which he iasned in that dty (a yery raro docament) he said : 

^Yaliajit Mkridasb: 

After the disastera which the phyrical and politícal Ticissitndcs snflfered by 
the illustrioiis Yeneznela cansed her to descend to her tomb, you have bebeld 
again bum tbe light of liberty, which the unconqucrable arms of New Qranada 
bftve brooght to yon. An army of brothers have retumed to the lap of the 
ooimtry which the tynmts had destroyed, and which your liberatora have r^ 
aarrected. You are again citizens of the Federal Repnblic. You are now men, 
and you now retnm to be free under the shelter of your laws and magistrates 
which the Congress of New Granada has restituted to you bo that yon may de- 
fend until death the ríghts which you before lost, and who usurped from you 
by the monsters of Bpain, who carríod on against us an impious war, becanse 
W6 dispute to them the liberty, the Ufe and the good which the clemency of 
beaven has given to na. Yes, Americana, the hateñil and cruel Spaniards have 
introdiiced desolation in the midst of the innocent and peaceñil people of the 
Oolombian hemisphere, because the war and death which they justly merit has 
fiuoed them to abandon their natiye country, which they baye not known to 
p wBcrve , and which they have ignominiously lost. Fugitiyes and wanderers, 
Iike the enemies of the Sayiour CkKl, they behold themselyes cast away finom all 
pacta, and persecnted by all men. Europe ezpels them, America repells them ; 
beeanae their yicee in both worlds haye loaded them with the malcdiction of all 
human kind. All parta of the globe are tinged by the innocent blood which 
the ferocious Spaniards haye caused to flow ; as all of them are stained with the 
Crimea which they haye committed, not for the loye of gloiy, but in the search 
of a yile metal, which is their supreme god. The executioners, who haye enti- 
tled themselyes our enémies, haye most outrageously yiolated the rights of 
people and of nations, at Quito, La Paz, México, Caracas and recently at Popa- 
jaa. They sacrificed in their dungeons our yirtuous brcthren, in the cities of 
Quito and La Paz ; they beheaded thousands of our prisonera in México ; they 
buried áliye in the celia and floating prisona of Puerto Cabello and La Guayra, 
oor íathers, children and Mends of Yenezuela ; they haye immolated the Presi- 
dent and commaíidant of Popayan, with all their companions of misfortunes, 
md lastly, Oh, God I almost in our presence they haye haye committed a most 
boirid álaughter at Barinas of our prisoners of war, and our peaceful country- 
mea of that capital I . . . . But theae yictims ahall be reyenged; thcse assas- 
dna exterminated. Our kindness is now quenched, and as our oppressors forcé 
as in a mortal war, they shall diaappear from America, and our land ahall be 
pmged of the monaters who infeat it. Our hatred wiU be implacable, and the 
war ahall be to death, Simón Bolivab. 

Headqnarters of Merida, June 8th, 1818. 

The threat was formal ; but Boliyar delayed in putting it into effcct. He con- 
sidered fixedly the results of that measure which aeemed to him inhumane, and 
liia ÓMCoxme, whose yery ardor fatigued him, offered to him at onc time the 
riaka, the confhsion, the blood, which it would bring in its train. 

It ia a proycd remark, that when the mind is suirounded on all sidea by 
difficnlties, it attacks yiolently the greater disasters. 
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Bcfore day-brcak, Bolívar, impatíent, called Biicefio Mendes, and dictatod 
the decree of the 15th of June; but, on second thougbt, he kept pc ifl aeaslon of 
tbe document, convokefl a coondl of war to listen to the opinions of the rat 
upon the idea of a '* war to death." In tbe conncil all spoke freely, and fben 
was not a BÍn<rle one wbo did not support tbe idea (to sach a d^^ree wen 
exalted thoir ininds). Boliyar said notbing, satisfying himaelf of the mia- 
nimity of opinioiis in sucb a ticklisb qnestion, and at tbe disHolotion of the bodj 
be alfixed bis signature to tbe terrible proclamation, which readfl in the foDow> 
tng words : 

**■ Spaniards and isleños i assxjre toubselyes of death althoügh too 

MAT nC INDIFFEllENT. AmERICAKS I AS8URE TOVBSELYES OF LIFE ALTHOUTOa 
TOÜ MAY BE OUILTT." 

Tbe dic waa cast AUa jacta e$t f be coold have exclaimed with fhe 

Tictoríous Román general, on tbe crossing of tbe Rubicon. 

Tbis tremcndous rcsolation, wbicb at fírst sigbt appears improper of tfae 
American mildness, has been censured witbout paying any attentíon tofhe 
antecedents wbicb concurred to bave it dictated, and by wbicb it is jnstified. 

Many, exasperated by sorrow, bave accused it of l«ing ¿nr&aroiM, propcr 
only to increaso the cruclties of war, fonient hatred, renew tbe murdcrs. Othcn 
have tbought it rasb, witbout excuse ; impatient, witbout necessity ; mnd thcre 
are not wunting those wbo, using at tbeir pleasure tbe guarded weapons of the 

arsenal of the sacrcd wrí tinga, styled it ahinninahle, Foolisb assertioail 

Absurd accusations, full of batred and wanting in justice and qníet reflection! 

Tbe decree of Trujillo rccognized sufficient and just cause; and Bolinr 
based it on considerations of trutb and irresistil^le logic. Weie tbey not 
Spaniards wbo murdercd peaceful, innocent and defencelcas mcn ? tbey wbo 
cnsiaTcd Amerícans for tbe solé reason of bcing Amerícans f Waa it not tiiejr 
wbo, with furious baugbtiness, ordcred imprísonmcnts in massea, and ooa- 
mitted innumerable vexations? The Regency bad declared tbat we wcn 
traitor»y rehfüioun rannU^ meríting tbe last penalty ; and Tizcar sbot down Út 
prisoners wbo bad surrendered, in oppoüition to the rigbt of war and Christiü 
customs ; and 3Iontcverde barefacedly violated treaties, filled to oyerflowí^g 
tbe pnsons with distinguisbed citizens, exposing in stocks to tbe public shaai 
persons of respect and distinction, witbout even meríting sucb a scandakai 
infraction of the trcaty of San Mateo, tbe diaapproyal and c«>rrection on thl 
part of the Cortes of Cádiz, ñor even tbe loost sign of disgust or repúgnanos 

TaHez set flre to tbe villag&í ; Antoflanzua, like a wild beast, deroond 

all witbin bis reacb ; Zerberiz committed abominable cxcesscs, disputing to aD 

tbe prcference in críme. Blood l)egan to flow, American blood ; tht 

most beautiful portion of nature was about to conyert itself into a vast aad 
bateñil empire of wickedness and rapiñe. IIow many scencs of horror I ThflK 
were men witbout control, and implacalile, yiolent mcn, corroded by tbe denn 
of oycrtbrowing all, of pillaging all, craving for blood, and wbo loatbed wifli* 
out remission the American ñame. All criminal practiccs were allowed thcn; 
all acts of yengeance or ferocity was lookcd upon as desenring. Insolence fiee, 
ignored cbastisement.* Aftcr a dominión of tbree bundred years, which only 

* Montevcrde, answcríng tbe communication which consigned blm to the death 
wbicb seyeral prisoners bad suffered in tbe dungeons of Puerto Cabello (the intflr> 
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the innate goodneeB of oor forefathers could haye tolerated, tbe Spaniards 

prodaimed a ^* war to the knifb !" and, meanwhile, we who had lived 

hk peace with our oppreseora, were luUed to repose in the midst of the bayo- 
neta which were being aharpened for onr death 

Bolirar conaidered all thia, and felt the many advantages which coald be 
prodnced by hia resolation, which aeparated forerer the Americana from the 
SfMUiiards, and which would inspire ao much horror in the minda of theae. 
He, howeyer, yacillated. He drew back from the íatality which impelled him 
to decUre a war of extermination. He deplored the misfortune which forced 
him to be nnflinching ; and, conatrained againat hia natore, he dedded to raiae 
a barrier to the atrocitiea and bmtalities of the peninsulara. The Spaniarda 
were thirsty for blood, and it waa neceaaary they ahould be aatiated in their 
own. ^^ Tonched by yonr miafortunea," aaid the Liberator to the Yeneznelana, 
^ we haye not becn able to bohold indifferently the affictiona which yon are 
canaed to auffer by the barbaroua Spaniards, who haye annihihited yon by 
ispine and deatroyed you by death ; who haye yiolatod the aacred righta of 
people; who haye infringed on the capitnktiona, the aolenm treatíes, and 
whom, laatly, haye committed all posaible crímea, redudng the Republic to the 
moet fearful deaolation. Then, aa it is, justice claims yengeance, and necessity 
lócoes na to take it May the monaters who haye infeated and coyered with 
lilood the Colombian soil diaappear foreyer, and let their chaatiaemont be 
eqiial to the enormity of their perfidy, to waah away in thia manner the blot 
of oor ignominy, and show to the nationa of the nniyene that the children of 
America are not to be offended with impunity." 

8ome of the American writera wishing to discolpate Boliyar for the decree 
of TrajiUo, haye bronght np the examplca of Buonaparte at Ja£h, and Henry 
y of England at the battle of Agincourt. They conld alao haye qnoted the 
ezample of Philip, who maaaacred the Thebana defeated at Cheronea ; that of 
Alexandor, who pnt to the sword the popnlation of the city of Qaza ; that of 
Lyiander, who sent to the scaffold the prisonera of Athens ; and other facts of 
tilia natcope which hiatory keepa for the .opprobrinm of deapotism. Theae 
inamnrTpn are ni^natifiable, theae atrocitiea withont any end in yiew, an etemal 
Büún which dima the Inatre of anch celebrated commandera, do not draw 
ezemption of fanlt on the part of Boliyar. Becauae, if imfortanately there 
ahimld be no other aigmnent to aaye him than by anch examplea, we ahonld all 
bare to conclnde in confessing that he was a blood-thirsty man, a fortúnate 
^ynml The jnstification of Boliyar is in the rcaaons of the yeiy same decree. 
It does not condemn the right of war, the eyils caused by the enemy, bnt the 
fueUm eyils, which, besides being offensiye to mercy or moral, are of no 
importance in bringing on peace. It does not condemn the sacriflcea, bnt 

Tention of the coatom honae haying infected the air by throwing into them bottlea 

of yoUtUe alkaU), said : 

7b the Oommandanl of the Port : Caracas, September 18, 1812. 

The news which yon commonicate to me of having expnlsed, to Colonias, all the 
fbreigners which are in this place, is yory pleosing to me ; and I greatly exact of 
jovL not to loasen yonr yigilance on this point, ñor in the secority of the State 
piisoners who are in the dungeons. Those who die therein it is their destiny, 

WTiich I notify you in anawer to your communicatlon of tlie llth inst. 

God preserye yon. Domingo de MoNTsyEBDa. 
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barren Bacriflces, onprodactiTe ; nnr does it prohlbit ofllmoei md Snjnriei as s 
meaiUy but wben they are caosed u sn vnd. Who does not Imoir thst kgiti- 
mate rctaliations are the salutary Iwrricn to the excenea of war f And can it 
be doubtcd tbat the declaration of war to death dees not coadnoe towaid reg«- 
lating tbc very war, and to aflerwarda direct the hoatilitiflB in ihe aenae of 
peace or conciliation 7 

Besides whiob, juetice pleadefl tbat tbe peril shoald be equal for all, aod 
tbat if tbe Americana died for bein^ Amerícans^ tbe Spaniaida shonld die te 
beiug Spanianls ; tbat was better and ledas questionable, to onr living in oor own 
coimtry, to our goveming oursclves, and to annibilating oor tyranta. 

Howerer, Bolívar did not TÍgon3U«lv put Into ezecntion bia salntary nitaumu 
At San Carlos be apolre to tbe Spaníards and UUñoBy and told tliem with sb- 
oerlty : *' Onr armles do not need yoor serrices tu help na to trinmph, bnt oor 
bumanity wiabea to exercise us in favor of mankind, eren wben it ia Spaniíh, 
and refuaes to sbed bnman blood wbicb we ao monmíully aee onxaelTeB teoad 
to apill at tbe foot of tbe tree of libcrty. 

" For tbe laat time, Spanlarda and ialenoa, liaten to the Toioe of jnatioe aod 
demency. If you prefer our cause to tbat of tbe tyxanta yon will be pardooed, 
and you sball enjoy your patrímonics, lives and honor ; and if yon penáat in 
being our enemics, leaye tbe countiy or prepare yourselTea for death.** Tha 
prisoners madc in tbe actíon of Taguanes he aent to San Carioa; the < 
of peace wbicb Fierro sent bim to Victoria, were generuualy aooorded i 
orable capitulation, wbicb Montevcrde refused to ratify beeause ke did maí wtík 
to treat ttith insurgente ; at Maracaibo be dismoanted at the honae of Don Oki^ 
tobal Nieto de Aparicio, a Spaniard, an aged man to whom he tríbated reapeek 
and fiicndsbip; be proposed tbe ezcbange of tbe Spaniaida which he had 
Burpriserl in tbe ncigbborbood of Puerto Cabello, Zaaauola amongat nthcnii te 
tbe patriota wbo were imprisoncd in tbc castle, being ao magnammona as te 
offer to place at Uberty all tbe Spaniards wbo were in tbe power of tho npab- 
licana ; and tbis propoútion was refu^cd by Monteverde, wbo left in hia ooa- 

pany tbe parliamentaiy, tbe Presbytcr Don Salvador Ganda Ortigosa. 

Twice more did Bolívar repeat bis solicitudc for ezcbange, anziooa to qian 
human bloodshod, and obtained notbing. 

Tbufl, baving ezbaustcd all tbe meaaurea of clemency and liberality, thm 
tbe war continued witb a ferodoua cnielty ; and tbe Spaniarda became anh- 
jected to tbe penalty of retaliation, they tbemselvca baving worked oat thcir 
destruction, wbo refuaed all tbat did not tcnd to decimate America and qppreB 
hcr beautiful soiL* 



* See tbe manifestó of tbe Libcrator to the nationa of the worid, daled at Valen- 
cia, the 20th Soptember, 1813. It is an bistorical compendiom of the ezoeasea eon- 
mitted by tbe Spanlarda, wbicb gavo them rigbt to retalíate aeooiding to the prin- 
dples of tbe oonmion rlght of nationa. 



CHAPTER IX. 
1813. 

KABOB Of BOUTAl PBOM TBUJILLO TO CARACAS — BATTLM OP mQÜXTAO AITD LOS HOB- 
OOITM — BOUTAB AT BAX CARLOS -T-.|Ua TUÜMPB AT LOS TAOÜANn ~ MONTBTBRDB 8HUTÍ 
miOBLP IB PUBBTO CABBLLO — MABCH OY BOUTAB TO CARACA^ — BB C0KCBDB8 A CAPIT- 
VLATIOV AT LA TICTOBIA TO THB COMMISSIONBBA OP PIBBRO — TBIUIIFHAL BKTRT OP 
BOLITAB nrrO OABAOAS — MOBTBTBBDB BBPÜ8B8 TO BATIFT THB CAPITOLATIOlf ~ MANI- 
FBnO OP THB OOMMmnOBBBS — BIBQB OP PUBBTO CABBLLO ~ BBOOTIATIOBS OP BICRlMffB 
— DBATH OP BUABOLA ~ MANIPBBTO OP BOLITAB TO THB BATIONS OP THB WOBLD — BX* 
PBDITXOlf OP lOLOHOB — BATTLBS OP BABBULA AND LAS TBnfCHBBAS. 

LET 118 now retnm to what we baye left bebind, and to relate what transpired 
at Tr^jillo and in tbe rapid marches of Boliyar firom that point to Caracas. 

Prosperonsly, and almost witbout meeting any obstacles, the repnblican arms 
carne firom Cúcuta, foUowing the road northward to the west of the mountains 
between this place and the lake of Maracaibo ; but at Trujillo ended the mis- 
ñon wbich the Congreas of New Granada had conñded to the Libcrator, and 
aocording to bis orders, be sbould await there fresb instructions. Tbey carne in 
eflfect, but not as Bolivar iirisbed tbem. At that time the Congreas had receiyed 
moumínl news fít)m Cartagena, Santa Marta and Casanare, where the patriota 
were in danger, and belieying it an eyil to disseminate their forcea, gaye the 
order to Boliyar not to adyance any farther. He, who well understood that 
fhe rapidity of bis moyements was the only manner to compénsate for the 
amallness of bis forces and the scantiness of bis resoorces, took apon himself 
the reeponsibility of marching on instead of consuming in idleness and inac- 
tion tbe monüe of bis army and bis proyisions. He wrote to the Congress 
sbowing it tbe many eyils wbich would follow the complying of its orders : 
** becaose, if be committed the weakness of siispending bis marches, be would 
ihen be onfailingly lost along with the troops of tbe Union, as the enemy would 
rocognize tbe small number of tbe inyading forcé, would rally their dispcrsed 
troops, and would deliyer a certain blow to the republicana.'' " My determina- 
tion tben is," terminated Boliyar, ^* to opérate with the utmost cclerity and 
rigor ; to fly on Barinas and destroy the forcee by wbich it is garrisoned, so as 
to leaye in this manner New Granada free from the enemies who would sub- 
jngate ber." 

Tbese reasons to continué tbe unfinisbed undertaking were put fortb by 
Boliyar with so mucb cleameas, yigor and energy, ** That there was no person,'* 
aays Bestrepo, " who was not conyinced that in those circumstances bis plan of 
operations was the most fit, and to wbich plan the same Congress of New 
Granada finally consented.*' 

Tbe enemies of the American hero, prompt always to censure bis acts and to 
obscure bis fiune, cbarge bim with insubordination and boldness, for baying 

(IIV) 
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continucd in the reconquest of the liberty of Venezaela, trespaasing thus the 
peremptory ordeis of the Granadanían Goyeniment ; it not being aaffident to 
wash this stain, thoy add the tríamph obtained orer the royalifta, which waa 
owin^ more to the terrot by which they were posaesaed^ than to the effinti and 
ability of tlie independcnt general in the direction of thia andertakizig. 

The little reflectíon displayed in theac accoaations dim, in a great meaanR, 
the good intentions of those who make them ; and although it ia trae that H 
would be an extravagant pretensión to expect praisea from the oppoaen, atíll 
it Í9 a vulgar defect to críminate all, and to tinge in evil colora facta which an 
not plcasing to us. The politlón of Bolivar ufler baying libcrated the pro- 
yinces of Trujillo and Meridd, was for the reat delicate. If he retieated, 
abandoning those people to the raga and vegeance of the enemy, not only WM 
the campaign íhiitlcss, but it was a death-blow, peibapa almoat irrcmediabla 
to American independencc ; if he conaented to rem:dn at Tmjillo, he woald 
lose his army, leaving it to the idleneaa which quenchea atrength, and expoñng 
it to descrtion, into which it would be perauaded by miaery, without aaying 
that it offered a good opportunity to the enemy to ndly hia forcea and to com- 
bine bctter liis attack. To march on, and with the rapidity of lightnxng, wM 
the only salvation ; thos he yiewcd it with hia penetrating inteiligence. It ia not 
to be qucstioned that this plan ran great ríaka, and was expoaod to fatal oou- 
tingencics, as the republican banners were about to venture themadyea «t s 
long distance from the centre of thcir reaourcea, in a country filled with Spuk" 
ish troops. On the left the independcnt general had the provinoea of Jla»- 
caibo and Coro, faithful to the royalists, led by able oflScera, whn at any momcnt 
could attack him ; on his ríght was Tizcar, at Barínaa, headqoartcn of tfae 
royalist army, and whcre that general had reunited nnder hia ordera more than 
two thoosimd six hundred men ; and on the front Montererde, with aD tfae 
forcea wliich had senred him to subdue Venezuela, and with atorea, artilleiy, 
ammunition, troops and resources of all classes. The Qranadanian GoTcm- 
ment trembled, and with reason, on meditating all this, and who, beñdfli| 
belied thcmseWes weak without the support of Bolivar ; but he waa impdled 
by destiny : he knew that promptness in war ia the mother of victory, and 
regarded these perplexitiea of the judgment of the legialators as apprehen- 
aions of discreet men, but not practised, who ignored on how many occasioDi 
forcé is supplied by dextcríty, and on how many dcterminationa overcame what 
was presumed to be impossible. 

In the Communications which Bolivar wrote in that time to the higheit 
authorities of New Granada, he always placed before them the líbceaaity of 
maxching on to the province of Curacas, pcrsuading them that in Tngillo and 
Herida, scanty in resources, he could not support his army, aa he had now no 
longer sufficient for the daily allowance of his soldicrs ; and aa for the ^ anpe- 
rior forces of Monteverde," which gave so much anxiety to the President of 
the UnioD and the Becrctary of State of that govemment, Bolivar relied opon 
his during and his victorious amiy, and *^ I know,'' he said, *' Montererde^ 
againüt whom I liave fought in diííerent grades of fortune. Uis tríumpha have 
not >)een 60 constant and succe.si>ful as is añirmed, for out of ten battlca fought 
in Venezuela, only four were favorable to him. And it is proper to agree that 
the shuinetul capitulations of ^liranda were not the work of Monteverde, but 
of the circumstances and the cowardice of the commonder-in-chief of the army 
of Venezuela." 
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Meanwhile, the conflicts were pressiiíg. The crisis was doubtñü. Bolirar 
hqped, fíill of impatíenoe, although it was no longer doubtfol after his last 
fordble conunnnicatíon that tlie Granadanian GoTemment abould consent to 
the freedom of Yeneznela, to wbicb be pretended ; but, perbaps, tbe resolution 
woold aiTÍye too Ute, wben the moment bad paaeed, and in auy case wonld 
come ñill of rain feai» and impracticable circumstances. He set ont, tben, 
without haying received them, and it woold be an impertinence to pretend 
that tbe happinese of tb« chance ebould be bound by a CAprícé, óí tó affirm 
that all be nnsacceasñil for subjecting to the subatantial dictamen, to tbe gener- 
alitiea of a volgar obligation. "All has to be to the point/' said onc of the 
mncienta, and the goide of prudence consista in beharing according to the 
oocasbn. It is (iifflcult to leam this, and in war particularly ; because it is a 
discretion of times, of efibrts and of resoorces of rery confuse intclligence ; 
but it is finally reached. Boliyar did well, following np with boldness and 
imperturbed mind the difficult joumey traced for him by destiny, and at the 
extremity of which he perceiyed the genios of fortone and liberty. The soo- 
cesB of hÍB attempt jostified the eyent ; he sayed his coontry, and añcr being 
blessed by oniyersal acclamation, tbey oyerbalanco the credit of fortone by the 
blemishes of disobedience. 

He who conqoers does not need to giye satis&ction. Fortona in sapientiam 
oessit* 

At daybreak of the 28th of Jone, Boliyar set oot from Trojlllo, with the 
foices of the yangoard, taking the road of Bocono, which Icads to Goanare. 
His forcee bad becn increased by an addition of one hondred yolonteers, and 
canied few elementa of war. 

Before leaying he gaye orders to the colonel, José Feliz Ribas, who was at 
Herida, to join him at Goanare, following the road of Piedras by the desert of 
Santo Domingo. 

Boliyar rapidly crosscd oyer the range of moontains, and at the place called 
tbe ^ Desembocadero " he managed to soiprise a detachmcnt of fifty men posted 
there onder the command of the Spanish colonel, Don Jolian Ontalya. He en- 
tered Goanare withoot any difficolty, the Ist of Joly, and dispatchcd partios in 
persecotion of the royalists, who were fleeing towards Ospino and Araore. 

Bibas, mcanwhüe, complied with the order to follow op the moyement ; he 
arríyed at Bocono, and there was informed that eigbt hondred troops of the 
enemy, onder the command of Don José Marti, were entering Niqoitao firom Ba- 
xinas, by way of Caldera. That forcé shoold giye for resolt the incommonica- 
tion of BoHyar with New Granada ; bot Marti haying knowledge of the separa- 
tion of the small forcea of the index)endents, it was possible that he woold 
preíer to retom to Barinas to reinforce Tizcar, who wonld sorroond Boliyar, or 
tbat he woold moye on to Goanare (and this was the most proper), to press the 
ÍDdependent general in the rear, whilst Tizcar shoold rcsist him in fíont. 
Either one of the two roads which he shoold choose woold be fatal to the 
patriota ; and eyen liis stay at Niqoitao was inconyenient, becaose it cot off 
the commonication with a friendly coontry, a fort of salyation and safe shelter 
in eyent of any onhappy misfortonc. It was thcn indispensable to destroy 
Harti at all rísks, and free from this attention, the rcpoblican forcea coold 
ooigointly fall opon Barinas, where its impetos was not expected by the gen- 

* Tacit. De Morib. Germanor. 
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eral wbo was opprcasing it Ribas understood it well, m he wm endowed wfúi 
a lively inilitary inteUigence ; but how destroy eight bundred wcU armed moi 
with only tliree hundred and flfty which he had dispoaable, the greater ptit 
undisciplined, and littlc proper for the uttcmpt ? The opportunity waa diíB- 
cult ; but Rilias was a man who nerer allowcd himself to be dctained by tha 
obstaclcs which he found in his way; on the contraiy, his constancy waa 
cncooraged by prríls, and it rould 1>e said that he was bom to conqner and 
overeóme misfortuncs. He detcrmincd to attack Marti ; more preoccupied Ij 
the importance of the cvcnt than by the boldness of the undertuklng. Luck- 
ily, the same Mayor Urdaneta arriyed at Bocono with fifty men wbo had xe- 
mained at TrujíUo, to conyey to Guanare part of the material which had bea 
left behind ; and with this small help, at the brcak of day of the Ist of Jidy, 
he set ont in search of the royalists, who occupied an adrantageous ]>osition h 
the place of La Vega, high table-land, travcrscd by fissurcs and deep ditchei 
All was unfayorable to the patríots ; cven the ground, which was diflScnít of 
Bcaling ; notwithstanding, they did not fcar. At about 9 o'dock the fire wm 
opened, our troops marching with doublc-quickstep npon the cnemy — Tafitnt 
and bloody fight which lasted the wholc day, and in which Ribas showed Ui 
bravcry and obKtinacy. The ammunition which they carríed having been con- 
aomed, he gave the ordor to " charge bayonets.** Ribas took part in thickeit 
of the figbt, putting the royalists to flight ; routed on those same rocks Hid 
declÍTÍties, which they had choscn to guaril thcmselves bettcr. The command- 
ant, Marti, escapod with a few soldicrs and the comct ; the rest were taka 
prísoncrs or killed ; falling in our power 450 men, 700 muskets, baggage md 
ammunition. Qrcat liavoc to the royalists ! 

Therc were few yictorícs in Ven<;7uela more complete and of greater resolti 
than that of Xiquitao. 

The same day that Ribas had gaincd such a brílliant tríumph, Bolivar at tiM 
head of the yanguard, was charging against Tizcar. The march of the oo» 
mander-in-chicf had been so rapid, that the Spaniards knew of the moycment 
only when his cnemy was at Barrancas, at the gates of Harinas. Full of iin>- 
prise, and haying already been informe<l of the defeat of Marti, be eracuated 
the city by night^ retiring to Torunos with five hundred men. cavaliy ind 
infantry. Bolivar thought to attack at the break of day of the 6th of Jidy, 
but he found the city abandoncd. Thirteen pieces of artillery, muskets, dd^ 
arms, munitions, pov^dcr and othcr elements of war, were the fruit of that bold 
movement, which disconcerted the rapacious and blood-thirsty Tizcar. 

The order was given on the spot to the commandant, Girarriot, to ponoB 
those flceing, conscicnce-stricken troops. The brave chief of the vangnard 
fulfílled as he was accustomed to do, his mission ; arriving at Nutrias at Úm 
same time that Tizcar and his lieutenant. Nieto, were precipitately embaiking 
for Guayana afler haying sacked the towns, and committed the moct tíoM 
excesses. In this unworthy manncr did Tizcar behave, be who Monterode 
had forescen as Viceroy of Santa Fé, the eme who first initiated the "warto 
dcath," and whose intentions were no others thán to satiate himself in Amoi- 
can blood, and to rob all he could.* 

* The arríval of Girardot at Nutrias had the moet happy resulta. From thlt 
moment, he prevcnted the Simniarda fn>m ninssarríng a great numher of emincBl 
patriota, who were shut up in the prison, and who were set at liherty by Glxaidot 
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Witlvrat loH of time, Bolivar on taking posseRsion of Barínas, reorganized 
Út proTince; reimited forcea, and disciplincd thcm as much as possible; 
^oipped the fint bodiee of cayalry witli horaemen offered by the liberal city 
if Inare ; he awakened the eDthusiasm of the pcople ; he named magistratea 
H tu the diflerent branchea, and placed the Yirtuous príest, Dr. Ramón Ignacio 
Mmátx^ who aftcrwaida waa Archbishop of Venezuela, at the hcad of lUo goY- 
«■lort of the Church ; he asaembled juntas of the principal citizcns, in which 

kt ipoke tO them of IndependpnrA, aacl *>io fíifnro duoiíny 4^£ íIm» oouniry wíth 

ivh ■ fttrie of eloqoence, that his words were at every instant receivcd with 
fÍTM aod general acclamations. 

BoUrar, like Napoleón, in the midst of warfare, seemed impaticnt to secure 
the orgaDization of the people whom he liberated. 

In onnfuiiion and dlspened the di^sion of Tizcar, thcre were still Icft two 
colamos at Baiquisimcto and San Carlos, which it was necessary to 
' liefore coming to hands with Monteyerde, and this dcstruction should 
like place immediately, before a fit rcsolution and in all points of miHtary 
iiiportance, ahould concéntrate the forccs in une whole army, and would then 
be diflScQlt, if DOt impoflsible for the patríots, to routc thcm. Boliyar disposed 
tbfB. that the intrepid Ribas should march towards Tocuyo over the bushy 
BOBBtaÍBs of Biacucuy and Loe Humucaros, ánd hold in chcck the celcbrated 
ColoDel D. Francisco Oberto, who commanded a diyÍRÍon of one thousand fiye 
binSred men. Ribas' forcé scarcely amonnted to a third part To the major- 
mEfmL rManeta, he gaye the command of the centre, and ordered him to 
fol himielf at Aiaure. To Girardot he wrote to Icayc in Nutrías onc hundred 
na in olvserration, to fly immediately and incorpórate himself with the re- 
aabúag portion of his forccs to the centre ; to the Commandant, Francisco 
POBce, he destincrl to occupy the plains of Calabozo, so ás to attract the atten- 
tioB on that side ; at Harinas he leñ the commandant, Santinelli, with a bat- 
tiEoD : " Valeroeos Cazadores** in onler to rcsist any inyasion which the royal- 
m ooald project, and he himself set out on hia march (16th of July) with the 
■leBtion of not stopping until he had reached San Carlos. 

It was at this city where he should concéntrate his forcee to attack the colo- 
ad, Don Julián Izquierdo, who occupied it with a forcé of twelye hundred men, 
má gfye a strong blow to the enemy. 

Botírar was puihed on by the yehcmcnt dcsirc of liberating Caracas. " I 
ftv." he wrote to the Prcsidont of the Union, with whom he continued a 
ftiadly and patríotical correjipondence, " that our illustríous companions in 
■Bt of Camana and Barcelona, wíH írcc our capital before we can arríye to 
Cñde with thcm that glory ; but we will fly, and I hope that no other libera- 
tar ihall stcp on the ruins of Caracas 1>ofore me." 

Is ¡4 seen, this was an afluir for Boliyar of only a fcw days. IIc was not 
nKamsaed by the ríaks or fatigues; he was not terrifícd l>y the opposing 
cU(6, Dor was he afllicted by the scanty mcans on which he relied for so grcat 
a mdrrtaking. He felt within liimself a superior impulse which im-ited him 
tr^ BMTf, and he obeyed. It was the gcnius of America who had found the 
' of ber wbh for our redemptiun ! . . . 



Kmwiiig the RepubUcan forcee were approaching, the yaliant citizons of Nutrías 
nUermied and raatched away from the Spaniards al! that thoy had robbcd in the- 
I of iba anterior night. 
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As Bolívar had thougbt, it thtis bappened: RibaB met Colonel Oberto, wbo 
awaited bim in tbe plain of Los Horcones, between Barqtiisimeto and El 
Tocayo. On being informed of tbe morement of tbe repoblican leader, ha 
took excellent positions, and wbicb be supported by fonr pieces of artillay 
(and not two as bas bcen said) of small calibre. Ribas was inferior to him in 
93X lo^. coi^^^ ; ^^^ attacked tbe enemy tbe 22d Jaly at U o'clock in iba 
moming, with a daring wortby ot tte times oi Ilólnáll glory. ÍJotiTltts 
fitanding be was twice repulsed by tbe enemy, ho was ill 1?«tter conditigi!| and 
more than al], tbere were tbree Spaniards to one American ; but Hibas was s 
bost in bimsclf. He bimsclf did no longcr encoorage bis soldiers, bnt fired 
tbeir valor, and rusbing to tbe combat, witb sucb an Ímpetus did he chatge, 
tbat tbe royalists were routed completely. Tbe artillery, munitions, baggaga^ 
and all tbat tbe Spaniards bad, rcnudned in bis power. Tbrowing down thelr 
anns, tliey fled agbast, and tbe yictor pursucd tbe relies of tbo bostile troopt 
to Cabudare, dispersing tbem cntirely. 

Wbat a tríumpb I Wbat a great military success I 

Tbe victory of Los Horcones, as well as tbat of Niquitao, secured the czit 
of tbe campaign. Tbe republicans confíded in tbe star of tbeir liberty; Üia 
Spaniards were filled witb terror and fear. Izquierdo knew at tbe same nx>- 
ment tbat Bolívar was approacbing, and tbat Oberto bad becn defeated at Loa 
Horcones. From tbat moment be lost bis scnses, and'witbout eren tbinking 
of prcparíng for resistance, be took up bis marcb towards Valencia. 

Bolívar entered San Carlos tbe 28tb July. 

How dcpict tbe agítation tbat took place at Caracas wben tbe battlea of flia 
bero and tbe tríumpb of tbe liberators, wben tbe news, was divulged Y Tlie 
proclamation of Bolívar was beaded, " ín tbe liberated town of San Antonio,** ■ 
and all repeatcd : " It is truc ; tbe lustre alone of tbe conqueríng arma of tba 
republic will cause to disappear írom tbe fíelds of Venezuela the Spaniah 
bordes, as darkness ís dissipated by tbe rays of beaven.'' 

Monte verde, mcanwbilc, wbo bad miraculouúy eucapcd fíx>m the banda of 
Piar and Azcdfi at Maturin,* and wbo bad retumed to Caracas with th$ hm 
even of 7iU prívate effects^ was filled witb dismay at tbe knowledge of fhe ** ml^ 
fortunes," as be styled tbem, of bis fríends in tbe West Tbe same day thaft 
Bolívar entered Barinas tbe Captain-General Monteverde left for Valencia, Ua 
mind filled witb fears and cares. In tbis cíty be was informed of the detidla of 
tbe fligbt of Tizcar (bis presumed victory) by an alcalde, bccause Tizcar had 
not tbe disposition or time to communicate tbem to bim bimsel£ Afl er w ai di 
be kncw of tbe defeat of Marti, of Oberto, tbe losses suffercd by tbe royaHata on 
all sídes, tbe applauses witb wbicb Bolívar was received by tbe Hberated. . • 
Tbis was a grcat mass of events for tbe ^imínutíve intelligence of Monterecdcír 
If Izquierdo lost bis senscs, Monteverde lost botb heart and sensea. When ho 
was informed tbat tbis ofiicer was rctrcating, be sent him oiders to qnicken Ua 
retreat ; tbe same day be ordered bim to retum to San Carlos, requiring of him 
a bowitzer and a ficld-piecc, saying to bim, ** so tbat be sbould be lesa encom* 
bered in bis marches,'' and 200 men to convey tbese pieces. He diminiahéd 
tbe foitees of Izquierdo to give bimsclf greater securíty. His connadorB wen 
as usual tbe mouks and príests, wbom we bave already known berctofore; tiía 

* Tbe textual words contained in tbo oommunication of Monteverd^ who 
to the Provisional Captain-Qeneral of Caracas, tbe oombat and deféat of 
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nmbcr bfli&g now augmented by ihe addition of tbc capnchin Coronil and the 
pmt Sluqnei» worthlcaB persona, onworthy of consideration, and who only had 
ibühy to emnloualy contríbute towards plunging families in mouming and 
rlfinhtioD, and filling wiih their fellow beinga, the floatíng priaons, dungeons 
ladjafls. 

Bolirar tarried two daya at San Carlos awaitíng the junction of the forcé, 
vbk-h be had Icft in the rcar. From thencc, he wrote a proclamation dírücted 
lo tbe '*Sp«niarda and ialeftoa " inviting them to enjoy the happiness of linng 
■Boogst na in peaoe and harmony, and to abandon the miserable remnants of 
iW party of bandits who had infeatcd Venezuela, commanded by the pcrñdi- 
401 Montererde. *'Our armies do not require your help to triumph/* saivl 
SoGrar; ^bnt our homanity wishcs to exercisc itself in favor of mankind, 
CTcs when they are Spanísh, and reñiscs to shed human blood, which so sorrow- 
ÜHj ve fee oiinclTes forced to spill at the foot of the tree of libcrty." 

With the arrÍTal of Qirardot, who had come firom Apure by forced marches, 
Bi»5Tmr« forcea amoontcd to little more than 2,800 men ; and being infonncd 
dut the loyaliata were at £1 Tmaquillo, he marchcd agunst them at the brcak 
of dsy on the 30th, and pasaed the night at Los Palmas, five Icagues distant 
frooi tbe enemy. The next day, while on bis march, he was informcd that the 
9(amuda were to be found posted on the hill of Los Pegones ; he quickencd 
bú manrh to OTerrcach them, with the idea of using to adyantage bis cavalry, 
t&c icavfmenta of which were favored by the extensive pluins of Los Taguanes, 
pQziniate to Loa P^^nea. The royalist commandcr, advised of the mistakc 
k ■faoold conunit awuiting the attack of the ])atríots on that spot, he closcd 
há colamna and in good order bcgan to fall back on Valencia. During the 
hipw of dx hoiUB did Izquierdo, at the head of bis serried columní;, resi^t our 
iipr>iii chargca, and little by little, approaching the rídgc. Once thcrc, it i» 
tvidcot be wonld have l^een rídden i)f the shock and assaulta of our horse, 
Mkl iben with lesa rii^k and more facility he would liaye arrived at Valencia to 
■DWponte himiclf with MontcYcrdc, or otherwisc liaye awaited the rcinforcc- 
■at vbich thia onc could haye scnt him. Boliyar saw at once the importancc 
tf CLding the action before the royalists should oocupy the beights ; the day 
v» cJoang, and it waa requÍ8Íte that he should procecd with more activity. 
laBtar waa industrious in war, daring in undcrtakíng pcrilous tasks, and much 
■eGaed to solve dlfficult problums ; but on no othor occasion did be so happily 
oarste tlie ¡cica he conceivcd of mounting on the croups of the horses one or 
tvo ¡aíantrjr soldiers : he ordered them to sustain the lire, wliilst the horsemen 
iadcaTOffcd to make a great cíTort, and that when they should be ncar to the 
OflBT to get down aml Oght hand to hand. It was thus effccted. When the 
■litirtí mexpectedly dÍ8mountc<l, almost abovc them, thcre was a nioment of 
pDie ; oor troo|M penetrated to the ycry centre of the column, and causcd a 
feifhtíal mortality; and, stn&nge to say, in tlic niidst of indescríbablc confu- 
M. ia which the Ammcan Ímpetus was uiiliniited, ours crossed over tn the 
ükcf ttdc of thr column of Izíjuienlo, thus placin^ him l>ctween two tires. 
Ov x'icX/urj waa complete. The Spaniards lost scvcn liundn-d men, ariiis, ammu- 
■bon. treaaarta, baggagr. . . . All fell in tlie hamls of Dolivur; only one 
<Aeef, Don Maríani> Udondo, muna<>in;; to c.-m-hik'! on horseback, and who 
teaifbt tbe ncwa nf the event to Monteyerd(>. 

h|UCfldOy badly woundt-^l, waa picked up on tlic battle-fíeld and conducted, 
tMdv oC BoUtv, to San Carlos, wherc shortly aftcrwarda he died. 
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The gloríes and trophiee of the well-dispated fleld of San Gariot did not 
afford as much joj to the rictor, as the idea alone of ntaiching to figbt Monto- 
Terde. 

A councU of war at Caracas had counseled him to remoTe to the fidd of 
operations, to restrain the progrcss of the insurgenta. In effect he cune to 
Valencia, as we know, and fortifíed liimself there, making use of the aitflkrjr 
and other military elementa wihch ezisted there. He had, besidea, 250 iafaotij 
and 500 horse. Urged by his adherents, who, calling him an iniístiiiMis and 
intrepid leader, caused him to acense himself of having bravery, he anÍTed to 
the extreme of setting out to reinforce Izquierdo ; but, infonned of hia deftit^ 
he rctreated predpitately to the city. 

On the Ist of August the republican army took up its line of march tmnodi 
Valencia, Bolivar bcUering that Monteverde would dispute the oocapatioa of 
that iinportant post ; but on his approaching he was infonned that the Spanlih 
genera], as overbearíng in fortune as he vas base in miafortnne, had fled duri^g 
the night to Puerto Cabello, leaving the barracks empty, abandoning the paiki^ 
and, without the least protection, the Spanbh residcnts of Valencia, who wenkft 
to the mercy of the victor. Such was the fear by which Montereide waa poa- 
sessed. and such was the precipitition with which he flew to Puerto Cabdlo to 
securc his safety, that he forgot a trunk containing important oorrespondcae^ 
his royal despatches, and that manifestation of the general and eztnMttdÍBttj 
Cortes on the 21st of October, 1812, rutuming him thanks for hia merítaiio« 
conduct (who would have bclievcd it 1), adding that ** thcy had beheld wA 
great batistaction and particular esteem the happy results of hia fortúnate opcn- 
tions!" . . . 

Bcfore learing, he wrotc to the tcmporary captain, Oeneral Don Manud Dd 
Fierro, whom he had left at Caracas, to place himself in defence, as " the dW' 
mies," he suid to him, '^ will sct out immediately for that point. I abandcB 
Valencia with grief and go to dcfend the post of Puerto Cabello." 

By so much disgrace and evident prooís of fear and cowaidice did he ctf 
the climax of his military glories, that second Viriato, as he was atyied liy tto 
príests of his band, magnanimons, intrepid, a magistrate full of pmdcBt amí^ 
bures, officious, providing. . . . but nevertheleas being only cowardly and ptf* 
fídious on the opportunity being prcscntcd. Bolivar detached immediiMf 
some forcee under the orders of the active Girardot, to cut off Monteverdi^ W 
he did not march on, but flew, finally succcediog in securíng hia petiOB OÍ 
ignominy inside the forts of that port. 

Valencia being occupied and the govemment of the dty bdng amagrfi 
Bolivar marched out towards Caracas. 

On the 4th he cntered La Victoria at two o^clock ín the aftenoon, a¿ 
lodged at the house of Don Juan de la Madriz. On the spfit several 
perBons presente* 1 themsclves to him, amongst others, his Inend and _ 
protector, Don Francisco de Iturbe. the Marquis of Casa León, the Doctor D«^ ] 
Felipe F. Paúl, the priest Marcos Ribüs, and Don José Vicente (Mgoen, 
had been commissioned by Fierro to solicit pcace. Bolivar reoeived 
warmly, and on being informed of the objcct of their mission, he aasoied 
that that same day he would concludc an agrcement The commiarioBfl# 
retumed to the lionae of Don Francisco Sosa wherc they were lodged; 
after a whilo they were visited by Bolivar, who was very jovial with all, 
cularly with Iturt>e. A treaty of capitulation was diacuaaed, and the npoUI- 
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can general immediately accorded them a Tery honorable one ; and on the 
Tery samo spot where, one year anterior, Miranda had capitniated with the 
royaliats, they now aaw themaelves forced to capitúlate to the XMttríota, led 
bj the great ddef of American liberty. Bolívar offered to forget, respecting 
the inhabitants of Caracas, the past, withont distinction of dasaes or origin ; 
gxmnting aecuiitj of their persona and property, nnder the condition that the citj 
aad proTÍnee should peaceñillj be surrend^^ to him. He állowed all thoee 
who woold aak their pasaport within tho lapse of a month to emigrate with their 
inteveata. He exacted that the capitnlation shonld be ratified within twenty- 
ÜMir hours, and added that passports should be given eren to the Spanish sol- 
dien, allowing the officers their sidc-arms, the Spanish troope eyacnating Cara- 
cas with the honora belonging to the nation to which they corresponded, ren- 
dering an acconnt to the repablican goveniment of the expenses of transporta- 

tiOD. . . . 

Oortainly a benefidal and generóos stroke I A vast concession, which the 
lO^iiat oppression conld never haTe hoped for I Worthy testimony of Ameri- 
can magnanimityl 

BoliTar wrote to the govermnent and municipality of Caracas, manifesting 
]iw motÍTes in conceding snch a capitnlation : " They are," he said, '* to show 
to the oniyene that eren in the midst of TÍctory, the noble Americans forget 
ii^aríea, and giye rare examples of moderation to the same enemies who have 
fiolated the rights of nations and infiinged the most sacred treatíes. This 
d^tnlatíon will be religionsly enforced, for the opprobrimn of MonteTerde, 
•■d to the honor of the American ñamo." 

Contentad with the ezit of their mission, the oommisdoners set out for Cara- 
cal; bnt what surprisel what amazementl They fonnd no one to whom to 
nndcr an aocoant of their mission, or with whom to treat The oíd man 
Tieno had basely abandoned the city, without even thinking of ratifying the 
agnement which he himself had solicited. Some 6,000 persons emigrated to 
La Goayra, abandoning their fortunes, tearing themseWes away from the objccts 
of most afiection to saye their Uves, which they belicyed to be threatened. 
T&eno sQcretly embarked and set sail, deceiving the confidenoe of so many per- 
aons oompromised in the cause of the king. The despair of the Spaniards 
ad islofloa was extreme. Their own superion unmerdfully gaye them up to 
he itcriflced. ... Oh I if Bolívar had behaved as Monteverde I . . . 
The histórica] tablean which our reader has just seen was understood by 
3cBcnl BoUyar, in theae brief words : 

** We haye aeen the brates who, in other times, had acted the part of wild 

'^Mits, attacked defenceless dtizens, stabbing them, cutting them to piecee 

vith their awords, flee from a handful of our soldiers who attackcd them, 

Mr troopa diawn up in superior numbers. From Cuenta to Caracas they only 

faented themaelves on seven oocasions, to be immediately defeated, and their 

fe has been such that the íamous Monteverde, who presented himself at Cara- 

■^ rivaling the despots of Asia in their mannerR, style and conduct, aban- 

hed Valencia, leaving on immense park of artillery to go and shut himself 

Vpiedpitately in Puerto Cabello, no other rocourse being left him. Notwith- 

teding, already in the vicinity of Caracas, several oommissioners from its 

• fDvemor present themselves with the object of capitulating, and although 

^ fttj could no longer defend ñor oppose themselves, we conceded them their 

: Kveí and property, with an entire forgetfulness of the past. But it la i^MMb- 
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sary to say tliís misHÍon wqs only axi artifice to gaÍD time to embftxk themadves 
for La Quayra, taking along with tbem tlieir anns and munitioDS of w&r, nd 
to spike their guna ; thc wickeíl odcs they left witbout awaiting the mntt of 
the misdion, canying away ull thcy coulü, and leaving the Spanúids aad ule&oi 
cxposed to our just vcngcancc. 

'* It is iuipossihlc to dci»crí1>c tlie pusillanimity of the cowardly Fieno^nor tfae 
disordcr and anarchy in whícli he left the city of Caracas when he ao dume- 
fuUy esoaped Tliere was a i*tí>ck uf goodness requisite, ench as had alwajf 
becn Hcen in Amerícans, not to havo, nn their arrival in this capital, déluged it 
in blood— the Eiiropcans and isleños, a)>andoneil to the Tengeanoe of a 
an^rípíl people, the stores leil open, and inciting to pillage those saine penóos 
who had been robbed by Montevenle and hÍ8 satellites, and, notwitbstandiag^ 
prcscr^ing moderation !— thc wives oí the Europeans, and many of thcm iriio 
pretended to escape, ]oade<l with bundles in which they carried their fortuosi^ 
and, notwithntanding, respccted in their misfortunel Such was the oonlnrfflB 
and disonler in which tlicy nian-he<l to the neighboring foit, that soDie absB- 
doncd their arnis, others threw oñ* their clothing to flee with more s w üU o K i 
imagining the encmy to Ijc Ix'liind thein, and lastly, others abandoned 
selvcs to their fate. cursing the timid and inhumane chief who had thos 
proniised t)iem. Sucb u the tableux of Caracas when I was approarhing thflk 
capital/* 

Bolívar entered Caracas, taking the city at discretion (6th of Augnst, 181Q. 

One year had passed, when without any great reputation in bis career. he hsd 
obtained a passport to lea ve Caracas. At Cartagena he began to shape oot Ul 
hemic faine. With 400 men he opened the campaign. . . . and conqneiedfti 
frecdom of Venezuela. About this same time, Napoleón, on the oppoóte ex- 
treme of the world, was losing it in Europe with an army of 500,000 ua, 
greatcr than that of Daríus I 

What a grand and, at thc same time, thrilling spectacle prcsented itself iít 
the entry of Bolívar in his native place ! What an interesting — what a 
cent sight I 

That it be imagined to see the Caraquenian hero in the midst of a 
of more than 30,000 souls, receiving the sincere homage of a whole pea|^ 
whom he had just Utn-rated, shown by the dcepest feeling and ezpntMd tf 
repcatí^d acclaniations ol*: '* Long I i ve our Liberator ! Long live New Ot** 
nada I Long live the Savioiir of Venezuela I" A multitade of beantíAtl 9^ 
nidiant young ladies, dn.*ssod in white and Waringcrownsof laurel and ík*' 
in their hand.s, wcre pushing their way through the midst of the tamiilt,ti 
take hold of the brídle of his horse. Bolivar, on perceiving them, diammfl^ 
and thcn he was ahnost ovcrpowered by the weight of the crowns so jal4f 
mcrited ; all that peoplc wecping with joy, contemplating the modeit t^ 
qucror with admiration and lo ve. The salvos of artilleiy, the ringing of bA 
the musie which intonated hymns of victory and liberty, the flowen ^itsd* 
the road, and which rained down from the balcony and Windows, the Í*A 
embraces with which the LiK-rator receivod all lüs fríends, — liberated byUi 
valor and by his geniuis— thc tears of joy fihe<]. . . . aU thesc produccd Mk 
dcc]) and hcartfelt sensationH that it is impossible to sketch them. Mlltíato 
when he gave lÜHírty to Athens, ntler the buttie of Marathón, coold not Vsffl 
fült thc same emotions as did Bolivar on ginug li1)erty to Venezuela. Tfel 
Grcek hero destroycd. it is truc, with a hundful of men, the numberiea hoids 
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of tile Pendans ; bnt tbe Athenians were free, and only felt the threat of des- 
potíflin ; thc Canquenians, oppressed, tyrannized, reyiled, doríng one entire year 
beheld in Bolívar the guardián ángel who cast off their chains, and retomed 
tfaon honor, coantiy, glory and liberty. . . . 

In the midst of the ezhilaration cauBed by the triamphal entry of the re- 
publkans in Caracas, Bolivar did not allow himself to be distracted, and gaye 
Idui attention to all, either great or small. His first measures were to re-establish 
ovder, and to secare the stores, ware-houses and public offices, abandoned and 
«u^ed by thoee who had fied ; at the same time he continued his operatíons 
against La Qoayra ; he annonnced by an ezquisite proclamation the rcsnrrection 
of the lepablic, nnder the protection of the Congress of New Granada ; he in- 
fited foreigners to settle themseWes in the comitry, offeríng them unlimited 
protection ; he organized the administration of public affidrs, nominatíng for 
tile discharge of the important Secretaryship of War and Navy, Colonel 
Tomas Montilla; for that of State, the citizen Antonio Mafloz Tebar; and for 
that of Jostice and Pólice, the citizen Rafael Diego Herida. He chaiged tem- 
porarily with the direction of the National Costoms, the same Tcbar, a man of 
doar inteüigence, of quick dispatch in business, and of genuine patriotism. He 
samed the Doctor Cristóbal Mendoza Govemor of Caracas, and Colonel Ribas 
MiKtary Commander. Then not wishing to stain the triumph he had obtained 
nitii crael retaliations, ñor either inñinge his decree of " war to death^^'* thus 
depiÍTing it of its great efifects, he named a commission, compoeed principally 
of ^paniards, so that they should proceed to Puerto Cabello and czact the rati- 
fleation of the treaty which saved their liyes. 

Tlie behavior of Bolivar could not have been more generóos. 

Whilst he was thus soliciting the safeguard of the Spaniards, to satisfy the 
tBBBty, he did not wish his fellow citizens to persuade themselyes that ambition 
fiír power and command had been the stimulus of his actions. In a beautiful 
docnment which he published, he said in these words : 

"YsNEZUELAirs: The degradation and ignominy with which the insolent 

deipot has wished to blot your character is efOftced. The world beholds yon 

fiw; sees your rights secured, your political representation sustaincd by yic- 

torj. The glory with which your arms are coyered cali forth the admiration 

if the world. They haye conquered ; they are are unconquerable. They 

faiipired a panic-stricken fear to tyrants ; they will inspire a decorous rospect 

i* an independent goyemment like unto yours. The same encrgy which has 

MMd yon to resurrect amongst nations will always sustain your political rank. 

''The general who has led the liberating armies to triumph disputes you no 

tftv ghtfy than that of running to danger and to carry his arms whereyer 

tkn are tyrantB. His mission is realized. To reyenge American dignity 

VUdí has been so barbarously insulted ; to re-establish the liberal forms of a 

VjpoUican goyemment ; to break your chains, has been thc constant yiew of 

Mi attempts. The cause of liberty has reunited under its banners the brayest 

lidiers, and yictory has made them fioat oyer Santa Marta, Pamplona, Tn^illo, 

¡Brida, Harinas and Caracas. Nothing shall eyer sepárate me, Vene- 

iaknfl, from my first only designs—your liberty and glory. An assembly of 
dHpicnons persona, of yirtuous and wise men, should be solemnly conyoked 
^discuss and sanction the nature of the goyemment and the functionaries 
lio haye to exerdse it in the crítical and eztraordinary circumstancea b^ ^YúlOdl 
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the rcpublic is surrounded. Tbe Libentor of Yenexnelm renonnoes fiwertf 
•nd formally protesto against accepting any authoríty wbich is not that ^ 
condurtd our soldicrs into dangcra for thc preflexTatíon of the ooimtiy.'* 

Let «is now know the rcsult ohtaincd bj the commiaaon lent to 
Cabello to confer with Monteverde. 

On thc lOth of Auf:ni8t, from Valencia, the committee prooeeded to tlie nj- 
alist conimander, informing him of all ; and his fnend, Don Fnocisoo Gon- 
zales de Linares, one of the memlicra of the committee, wrote him privatdy 
a letter in the best scnsc. Monteverdc, not^-ithstanding. answered, refliáag to 
recognize the capitulation. " lie did not wish to treat with inguzgenta^** (lUs 
was his favoritc stupid phradc.) The commission insisted with forcible aigs- 
ments, but Monteverdc, full of his ignorant opiniona, replied : ^' That ncüfaflr 
the deconim, ñor the honor, ñor the justice of the great Spaniah natioii, ps- 
mitted him to enter into any dispute, ñor listen to any propoeition which wovld 
not be directed towards plaring thcse provinces of hb oommand, undcr tfae nk 
andcr whlcb they legitiinatcly ezist, and to abstain in ñituxe írom araiding ny 
mission which should not have that oliject in view, as he would pay no atto- 
tion to them.-' The commission, enraged, published a manifestó agminst the 
unqualifíeil resistance of Monteverdc, and justifying the complainta of the 
Spanianl:*, who beheld thcmselves abandoned to the mercy of the couqu ew : 
This document was written out by the Dr. Felipe Fermín Panl, with that mai^ 
style of eloquencc which so much characterízed him. 

" MAITIFESTO 

'* Which is made by the ambassadors destined for the ratificntion of tbe cqiita- 
lation opcned by thc temporaiy Captain-General Don Manuel Fiem aad 
the otlier principal functíonaríes, at the side of the General Don 
Moutcvcrde, bcsieged in the town of Puerto Cabello : 

" Kiiidness and gratitude work powcrfully on feeling sonlflw Onn, fiee 
all other cause, cannot do less tban nianifest to the whole world what wc havf 
secn, and thc mutual rcflt^ctions are ofTercd by the following official actiL 

'^ A lil)erality and conciliation more than was permitted by the circamstaBHi 
on the purt of thc commander-in-chief of the army of the Union, and n 
obstínate and imprudcnt resístance nn the part of thc commandant of thc áíj 
and forts of Puerto Cal>ello, hcre is. iiihabitants of leamed and cÍTÍl¡ied StatH^ 
the vicw which our sinceríty and gratitude prescnt you in this brief dífloomML 

" You, whoever readcth the:^ obscnrations, knoweth well the hiatoiy of thi 
cntry of the Geneml Don Domingo 3Iontcvcrde in these coontriea. We OB^ 
recall to ourselvcs the solemn treat i es which folio wed, by which fikl efi^ 
wcre to l>e burícd in oblivion. A measurc, that if for ita offer contribnted thi 
policy and disturbances of the península itself, prevailed on ito strict and nfi* 
gious fulfillmeut thc faith of a comprouiised nation, the silencing of eo aaiy 
pnblic complaints to the whole world, and the considerationa of hnmamtyi 
which were duc to a people niild and docile in theii manners, and whkh had 
just suífcrc<l thc trogioal evcnts of a wonderfíil phenomcnon. Ton aaw, aol- 
withstanding, the promises tramplcd undcr foot, and spiríto destnictiye to paM 
and harmony sent to thc borderíng provinces, and what ia still worae, of thi 
cstablishments which wcre purposed by the Spanish fundamental institntieK 
What could be result of thcse evcnts which all obserred and which wM 
moumed for by the lovers of public peace ? 
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" Kone other than that of tbe want of confidence, society desolated, and the 
doerts inhabited by honest fatben' families; tbe nurslng of a batrcd and 
enmüy between Eoropeant and Americana, wbicb inyolved all wben tbe real 
anthoiB of tbcse íacta were few ; and lastly tbere carne tbe most disastrous and 
lamentable of all, a war of extennination, wbicb, put in practice in a crnel man- 
ner in some partial battles obtained by tbe Spaniards, placed tbe patriota in 
the aorrowfal caae of equally adopting tbe same measnre in regard to tbo Euro- 
peana. Tbey will strongly complain against tbose wbo introdaced a means so 
oontiary to' poHcy, to tbe sacred rigbta of war and to mankind, wbose blood 
ahoold be spared. Yes, tbe impriaonments employed to satiate príyate ven- 
granoes, and for tbe base contemplation of bebolding degraded tbe most usefbl 
tnd padfic men, would baye been properly excrcised in tbese moments ; bat, 
vnfortnnately for tbo Spaniards, it was not tbns practiced, and tbe moral 
stnsngtb of tbe goyemment absolutely lost, and flattered by tbe weak minds 
wldcb surroonded it, tbe political edifice was seen to marcb rapidly to its ruin. 

It tbns bappened by tbe defeat of tbe Spanisb arms in tbe yicinity of tbe 
dty of Valencia, wbicb forced tbe Qeneral Don Domingo Monteyerde to eyao- 
nate it, and take refuge at Puerto Cabello. In tbe midst of tbese fatal eyents, 
and of tbe occupation and adbesion of all tbe towns to tbe arms of tbe Union, 
tJiere was beld at Caracas a council to extract fix>m tbe conqueror the terms 
most adyantageous for its inbabitants, wbo could not ñor sbould not in any 
manner resist bim. Tbe result was unboped for, and wbicb carry down to 
poaterity tbe bumanity and kindness of tbe general commanding tbem. Free- 
dom of person and property, and an open and ñ-ee emigation to all tbose wbo 
idiould so desire, were conceded witb tbe greatest generosity. 

*^ Beneficial and generous acts wbicb could not be expected, and inefficacious 
fiv tbe fiítality wbicb bas accompanied tbe Spanisb Gk)yemment at Caracas. 
The entry in tiiis city was bardly left to tbe yictor, wbose population resented 
the same as all tbose of Venezuela, and awaited bim impatiently as tbeir liberator. 
From ibis consideration can be deduced tbat no obstacles of war, ñor tbe fear- 
of any yery powerñil party, could bayc induced bim to prompt concession of 



** The respect to human blood and tbe wisb of seeing bis natiye countiy fiee- 
fram yictims sacrificed to íury and yengeance, were undoubtedly tbe cause of 
Ida condescension. Tbis liberal and pbilantbropical dedgn did not baye eíEect,. 
becanac, before tbe retum of tbe commissioners, tbe captain-general pr^ tem^, 
bad diaappeared along witb tbe Spanisb functionaríes, and a multítude of 
citisens, wbom thcy bad caused to conceiye a fear contrary to tbe mercy wbicb- 
the general of tbe Union bad already accorded. 

^Perhaps the genius of eyil could not baye combined sucb a disastrous 
«ñrent. Soob a sudden transition, and sucb a sudden political oipbanage, can 
be undoubtedly enumerated amongst the grayest and greatest eyils cxperíenced 
by that dty. The people belieyed it was tbe day of their relief, and tbe Euro- 
peana, that all in it sbould perísb. Tbe morality and moderation of tbe 
patriota restained thú desolating torrent, wbicb seemed to be tbo sorrowñü 
legacy left to their countrymen by tbe public functionaries ; and tbe swift marcb 
of the Union general seemed tbe climax of tbat dreadful tcmpcst wbicb 
W88 ndsed against tbem. All breathed, all receiyed tbeir conaolations,.and to 
all, bope was giyen by our mission to Puerto Cabello, wbose result we baye left 
vnoeitain. 

9 
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*' Wc daré to affirm that be lias t>cen the least ÍDcIíned totbe decomm, honor 
•nd justíct! of the SpanÍ8h nation. Thcse three wortbj Yirtuea of which tbe 
General Don Domingo Monte vcnle makes uw in his definite and last aaiwcr, 
are precíselj those which most declare against his imprudent sustenanoeL All 
and each one of them should persuade him to aave the ]ítcs and propeitífli of 
the nationald, al^ataining froin all theoretical consideration of people agaimt 
people, which dúuippear l>y the arm». The pcople who gare him the trinmph 
by the ai^idents in that ep(x;h, ha ve taken them away firom him. and tbcj hm 
dclivercfl all to the general of the Union. Will it be decoroaa, hononUe 
and juHt to the Spanish nation, that in such circumstances penah all ber dti- 
zens, al)andoned and detenccless ¡ Will it not look with bigb indignation on 
the eífusion of so miich blood without any otlier fniit tfaan tbe temerity aad 
caprice of a Hubaltem employee i IIow will be remedied and repaired so maaf 
loMCH, HO inany sacrí fices, and so many evils as those that can fall on thcse per 
aons, upon thcir familics and children ? Tliat small spacc of territoiy iñáék 
was about to be the pnce of tlieir tranquility is wortb notbing, and weiriD 
even say more — in lesa should the whole of Venezuela ha ve l>een estimated. 

** The compLiints of all the nationals should raise against General Hont»- 
verde, if wc speak in comparative terms. Let him look as he will on tha 
people of Caracas, and Ict him class it as he wishes, it is a clear and notoxiooi 
iact tliat, mure fortúnate than at present, and in moments when all seemed to 
conspire to the victnry which he ohfcained, he conceded to the nativcs a capitula- 
tion, and arranged and cntered into ncgdtiations of this class, and which wat 
approvcd of by the supreme govemnicnt to which he pertained. How ii it 
that in the prcsont occurrence that the honor, the decorum and the justiceof 
the same is oiTcnded, when only the favor and the welfarc of Europeans iR 
being treuted of ? How ía it that this class is not favored by the means wfaick 
he then recognized and wliich are used amongst all civilizetl people ? Spo- 
iards and isleños, make all the scríous reflections which rise from this efcol, 
and you will deduce the only protcction which could be dispenaed to yoa ■ 
withheld, and that you are abondoned to the discretion of the victor ! 

" The principies which have l)een hcld present for the negative have oold^f 
been rcserved to the General 3Ion te verde and his retinne. Ministen of the M 
tribunal of justice, employees of the treasury, oflicers of rank, venerable priMl% 
and all you, who composed the council hcld at Caracas for the treaty of peicc^ 
be convinced of the error which posscssi^ that chief ; l>c pennaded of the 
nocessity and justice of our mission, and of the good the nation will lecán 
firom it, whose cause you follow. You, cilizL>ns cmigrated from this comrtiyi 
if you wi^h to enjoy once more the couimodities of this Ix^utiful soíl, co-openlB 
with all your efforts to the same cnd. Know ye all, that in the midst of tbe 
abandoninent which the Spanish authority made of your wives, children aad 
property, that which has substituted it has freed them from confiscatioa If 
effect of generosity, that they may serve of Bul)sistence for them. £zeit, tha, 
yourselves all, so that this war may cease, upon the ñite of which dependí thtf 
of your brothers ! 

"Felipe Fermín Paül, FRAxnaro Gokzai.es Lr^akes. Nicolás 

PeSa, Salvador García dk Ortiooza, Ger.\rdo Patbcllol 

" VaUnriiu, AuguH 18, 1813. third year of the Independince.^ 

In case that the surrender of Puerto Cabello could not be obtolned by cajMtih 
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latíon, Boliyar bad written an intímation to Mooteverde adyúing him tbat tbe 
fblfillment of tbe treaty, and, in conaeqaence, tbe sarrender of tbe city he occu- 
pied, were tbe meaiíA of saving so many thousanda of priBonera wbom be beld 
in bia power. Bnt tbe Spanisb general did not answer. He, of bis own will, 
allowed to be tbrown into dungeons and prísona tbe followere of tbe king, bis 
maater, and tbat, witb few exceptions, their property to be conflscated. 

Nothing was couddered by Bolivar of as mncb importance as tbe snnendcr 
of Paerto Cabello, bocause tbe Spaniards, being able to receive belp, coald 
' tbe war. For tbis reason be arranged tbat tbe besieging forcea sbould 
\ on tbe siege witb rigor ; be wrote to Marino, wbose efforts in tbe cast bad 
been crowned witb glory, and wbo bad been named supreme commander of tbe 
eastem provinces, congratulating bim on tbe brilliant actiona by wbicb be bad 
liberated tbat portion of tbe Venczuclan territory ; be invited bim to jointly 
consécrate tbemselTes to tbe serrice of tbeir mutnal conntry, and solicitcd of 
him bis fleet to blockade Puerto Cabello. " Tbis bulwark of Monteverde," be 
aaid, ^ surrounded by land and blockaded by sea, will not resist a long time." 
Afterwards, bis mind still more actiye tban ever, wbilst tbe reinforceracnto 
wbicb be bad sollcited from Cnmana sbould arriye, he dictated impprtant mca- 
gorea npon tbe different brancbes of tbe public service; be confiscated tbe 
propertdcs of tbe Spaniards and isleños, wbo bad abandoned tbe country in 
hatred of liberty, so tbat in tbis manner tbe cnemy sbould be made to defhíy 
tile expenses of tbe war ; and as be could not ríd bimself from bis embarrass- 
ing posftion by ordinary means, tbe war being only in ita in&ncy, as be said, 
he had to resort to extraordinary and energetic measnres ; be increased tbe 
diviaions of Valencia, and rocalled to tbe minds of tbe Venezuelans, tbat as 
Icmg aa tbey did not cast out firom tbeir soil and rcpei their tyrannical foca on 
fhe other side of tbe ocean, tbey would be unable to posseas a standing goyem- 
ment, ñor consolidate tbeir indepcndence, it being meanwbile necessary tbat 
fhe armies of tbe republic sbould be in continual moyement And tearing 
himaelf away firom tbe allurementa of tbe capital and from tbe sweet careases 
of his fionily, be set out for tbe west, to pusb forward tbe operations of tbe 
dege of Puerto Cabello (Augnst 16tb). 

Boliyar did not forgct to giye an ncconnt of wbat bad transpired to tbe 
CoDgresa of Kew Granada, and of tbe principal dispositions be bad taken for 
fhe purpoee of secuiing liberty. " So many enslayed proyinces," be said in a 
eommnnication wbicb be directed tbe same d^y of bis march to Valencia, 
** hmye come fortb from notbingnesa to figure in tbe globe ; a European army 
defeated, and tbe tyrants destroyed, cause tbe fame of tbe Granadanian and 
Yenezuelan armies to be beld in respect. Instead of timorous and stupid 
Americana wbom Spain represented, tbey bcbeld intrepid and intelligent nwn 
amiihilate tbeir most boasted leader. Caracas looks upon Kew Granada aa ber 
Hbcrator. 

^ For tbe reat, my autbority and my destination in Venezuela are confined to 
cany on tbe war ; and, in efTect, all tbe liberated territory secured from foreign 
aggreaaion and intestinal commotions. I will set out to punisb the rebellions 
obstinacy of Coro and Guayana, and not to leaye any opportunity for the ene- 
miea to make freab attempts."* 



• Diapatcb to the Preaident of tbe Granadanian Congreaa, dated tbe 14tb of 
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Dedacing from all motiyes for censare, as onc who loolu throogh a 
of bate and malcTolence, IMaz and bis echo, Torrente, wríte thmt " B<dÍTW loft 
bis tíme amidst the flckle acclamations of an infatnated moltítade, iiutoad of 
aasanlting thc fort of Puerto Cul)eIlo, wbicb ondoubtedly woold haTe ÍUlcB 
into bis hands, if be bad yigorouitly attacked it in tbe first momenti of tiw 
confusión, and wbicb l)ecaine an arduous undeitaking tbe moment that iti 
defender» werc allowed Hufficíent time to prepara tbemselyea." What a itni^ 
and unaccustomed ínterest in tbe arms of tbe republic I If BolÍTar had had 
tbe preference of remaining at tlie siege of Puerto Cabello ratber tban fliat of 
entcríng tbe capital, Díaz and Torrente would bave wrítten as foUowa : ** BdB- 
yar spent bis time useleasly in yain pretenAions, wben it wonld haTe been te 
more adyantage, and more proper in a stateaman and an adminietralOT to hm 
immediately proceeded to Caracas to organice tbe State, wbicb waa bron^ 
into oscistence by yictoiy ; to foment the pul>Hc reyenues, to g^ye fíill acope to 
commeree, to amoliorate and increaso tbe anny, and to foree tbe enemiee theni- 
selncs to defray tbe ezi>ensc8 of tbe war. A lieutcnant could haye been kft it 
Puerto Cabello, and tbe prcscnce of tbe yictorious general in the capital wcnld 
haye conduccd to add a fVesh tríuropb, a moral triumpb wbose infloenoe ii 
incalculable.*' Tbus would bayc wrítten tbe royalist bistoríans, and with 
for tbis was exactly wbat Bol! yar did. 

It is painfiíl to Diaz to Miold tbe Liberator triumpbant at Caracas, 
witb flowers and laurel, and tbus it is tbat it occura to bim to write that '^it 
would baye been more adyantagcous to baye remained at Puerta GabeDou* 
Wby werc not tbe royalists more sincere, and write tbat it would haye bees 
better tbat BoHyar sbouUl not baye undcrtaken tbe reconquest of hia conntiy, 
and leil it to tbcm to pillago tbat land wbicb did not lielong to them t b 
tbis phrase, tbe couragc of trutbfulness at least would baye been admirad, aad 
tbat airead y bas some consistency. In tbe otber notbing can be admixed ; tht 
sentiment is cxposed ! 

Boli>'ar, on bis orríyal at Valencia, saw bimself forccd to diyide Us fimeL 
Being adyised tbat a royalist faction was considerably augmenting at the plifle 
of Santa María de Spire, be sent out Colonel Montilla towarda Calabazo, ¿ thi 
bead of sis bundrefl mon, destined to protcot tbe low countiy. A fon» of 
equal numl)erB was also detached under the command of tbe offioer Bamoi 
Gareia de Sena ; bis mission was to destroy the Indian Reyes Vargas and thl 
príest Torrclloi, who wcre bolding a tbrcatcning attitude with a foree of OM 
thousand men at Coro. The influence of tbe príest Torrellas was &taL TW 
two republican columns rcceiyed express orders aftervrards to march combiaed 
against Apure, wliere Tonez was incrcasing each day more, aad to aecon^ bj 
the defeat of tbis royalist leader, tbe important terrítory of Harinas. On sflooi^ 
of tbis tbe l:>esicging forees werc considerably diminisbed, and scaioely namr 
bcrcd eip:bt bnndrcd men. On tbe 26tb tbey put tbcmsclyes in moyementbjthf 
two roads wbicb lead to Puerto rat>el1o, tbose of £1 Palito and of San Ertebsi, 
Boliyar marebing at tbe head of tbose who took tbis last road. The hetgMs 
and tbe exterior position of tbe town wcre assaulted by combined moyemenlii 
and onr soldicrs quickly took possession of La Vigia and the Miíador ds 
Solano, of tbe forts Tríncbemn, S:m Luis, etc. Monteyerdc was left litenDf 
reduced tn the fortrci^s ; be sct firc to the cntrcncbmcnts and the contiguon 
dwcllings, obandoning bis positions to encloíie bimself ináde the palísade. 
Tlie flre from tbe artillery of tbe cncmy was inceasant ; Monterade WM 



r 
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nndonbtedly concentratíng, bnt the place he occapied was yolcano. Bolívar 
lenudned immoTable in bis poaitíon, haying had the fortune of taking prisoner 
Znasola, who commanded the Mirador. 

•« Amongst the many men who were destroyed by the American Reyolution,** 
writet Banüt, "none merited death more richly than thia cruel Biscayan." 
Tiúij the inhmnanity of Znazola cannot be exaggerated. To make known the 
atrocities of the bmtal Biscayan by one solé fiu!t, I will rehite the one which 
took place at Aragoa in the proyince of Barcelona : One hnndred and eighty 
Americana, most of them peaceñil coantry people, who presented themselyes to 
him on hia entry into that town, were arrested and put in stocks and bonnd, so 
that afierwards on entering one by one into an apartment, in which were four 
lancera, there should take place a most fearñü bntchery. They lanced them in 
the bowela, so as to cause them to die a lingering and more cruel death, and 
wMlst in their death agonies, their ears were cut off and remitted to Cumaná. 

The execrable Zuazola, on being conducted into tho presence of Boliyar, fear- 
Ing the ríchly-merited death he cxpected, proposed that he should be exchanged 
ftr the well-deserying Diego de Jalón, who had been held prisoner by the Span- 
larda alnce the losa of Puerto Cabello in 1812. Tho republican general knew 
well the difierence which existed betwcen an impious assasain and a champion 
of liberty; but with his customary beneyolence proposed to Monteyerde the 
«xchange of the piiaoners in this form : 

** 7%s MajoT-Oeneral of the RepMiean Army to the Cammanding QffUer of the 
BpaniMh FareeB in Puerto Cabello^ Don Domingo Monteeerde, 

** At four o'clock yestcrday eyening the troops of the Union took prisoner 
Zuasola, whose ñame can scarcely be pronounced without horror. That man, or 
boaat, beheaded in the peaceñil town of Aragua innumerable persons of both 
WZM ; he had the brutal pleasure of cutting off the ears of seyeral prisoncrs and 
lemitting them as a present to the communder of the división on whom he de- 
pended; he tortured in the most barbarous manner the unhappy prisoners who 
woe groaning in the dungeons of La Guayra, because of which he should have 
been put to sword in tho act of his capture, and much more so when his octs form 
apart of the motives which have caused us to declare * a war of death ;* but the 
knmaaity which characterizes us movcs the commander-in-chief to accede to 
ti» proposition which the said Zuazola has offered him, and which is, that he 
1» exchanged for Colonel Diego Jalón, in spite of the difierence of rank, princi- 
]^ and circumstances which distinguish incomparatively one from the other. 

'*Tbe general also proposes and accepts the exchange of four more Spaniards 
ftr u many other prisoners, as the chief of the republic will never impríson 
ttj Americans, aa is supposed by Zuazola, when these, whatever may be their 
ofloifles, aie received by us with the demonstrations of íriendship and unión 
^rhich we have prodaimed. 
'A definite reply la expected in the term of three hours, passed whjch, the 
proposed by the prisoner, and admitted by the generodty of the chief 
of the armiea of the Union, will not take place, as your lordship will be advised 
(y the documenta endosed. 

« All of which I have the honor of communicating to your lordship by the 
fliéer of the general commanding. 

"Rafael Ubdahbta. 

t^MBodquart^n^ Puerto Cabello, 9d September, 1818." 
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RSPLT OF M02CTEYERDE. 

" The captain-genenl, whose humanity has becn well knoim in ' 
has beea borrífied by the cnieltics committed by Don Simón BolÍTar agaiiüi tfae 
EuTopeans ; on aocount of which he sees himself forced to the hard nw <aiitj of 
retaliating, and has determined to aacrifice two of the prisonen oow oonfined 
in these prisous for eyery one that may be sacríficed thera, and by no mcaai 
consents to ezchange Jalón for Zuazola, and agrees to exchange penco for p«- 
Bon of equal rank or po8Ítion. AU of which I commonicate to yon by hb oid« 
in rcply to your letter of this day. God keep, etc., 

^'JüAN Nepomuceko Quero, 

MajoT- OenertU eom w iúm d mg ite^ 

''Puerto Cabello, 8i September, 1818." 

OTHEB COMHÜHICATIOK OF OENEBAL BOLIYAB. 

^To the Major- General : The general of the liberatíng army of Vmfgnéh, 
horrífled by the perfidy, the falsehoods, cnielties, thefts and all claMCi of crims 
committed by Don Domingo Montcverde, ez-G(»Yenior of Carecae, has decned 
war of fleath to takc part in the retaüation \7hich the right of war anthoriai 
him, whcn those of the people have becn Tiolated in such a scandaloiu manHr. 
If the introsÍTe ex-Governor Monteverde iü ready to sacrífice two Ametkaiía te 
every Spaniard or isleños, the Liberator of Venezuela ia ready to aacriílee ai 
thousand Spaniards and islcttos, whom he holds in his power, for tfae flnt 
American yictim. 

" And MfK to the disproportíon wliich cxists between the iUastrioaa and wfD- 
desciring Jalón and the infamoaa assasin Zuazola, to no one ia it nnknowa; 
and undoiibtedly the martyr of liberty, Col noel Diego Jalón, would willin^ 
prefer to perish on the altare of the dcspotism of Montereide, than to be ei- 
changed so shamefully for a beast. God keep, etc., 

"Rafael Ubdahra.* 

In conscquence of which Zuazola was hung on a scaffold in pnniahment of ha 
atrocities. 

On publishing hia death the ** Gaceta de Caracas,** nnmber 8, oomspoiidhf 
to the 9th September, said : ** A cry of joy has re-echod fipom the d cB ftl al tfl 
town of Aragua to the mwt remote limits of America, at the knowledge Ihit 
thou hadst cnded thy hatcful cxistcnce, O, abominable munater I * 



* The cnieltics and ovll-doings of the royalist chieís, bnt espedaBy of the ftn^ 
doos Biscayan, Don Antonio Zuazola, cannot be depicted. Setting fire to 

laying woste the country, mardering the prisoncrs. were act 

daily, and wliich revealod wickcdncss and a hclliah soiü ; bnt to atrike off the( 
of quiüt and ínnnccnt |HH)pIi*, to fiay nion ulive, to ]>are off the solea of the fiMtaaá 
causo to walk on broken glass, to cut off noses. to sew men back to back, to iuTBlIk 
and changa thu modcs of the cxecntions to satiatc more pleasurably the pain of til 
dying, and to soe death arrivc amidst convulsiona and frightftil oontortiooa. . . > • 
All tliis, that wonld astoninh Ñero and horrífy Domitian, manifeeta that ZosmIi 
was the most bcastly, the mrMt wickc<l. the most atrocious of bom men. He int 
to Cuma na manv coftes fillcd with human cars. as I have above-mentloned, lASA 
the Catalana received with joy and shouta, and evcn many wore them as oockste 

But amongst the atrocities of Zuazola, there ia one whose relation bantiM 

the Bonl. Amongst his prisoncrs he had one poor man pnt to death, a natHeif 
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Although the mtoation of Boliyar, milítarily speaking, was not disadyanta- 
geouB (as hia adyanced forcea were only troubled by those of Puerto Cabello), 
he longed anziously to regalaríze the war, to preserve the patriota whom Monte- 
Terde had oppressed in the dongeons. With this object in view, he dispatched 
a pwliamentaiy of two persona, personal fríends of that chief^ the príest Don 
SidTador Qarcia de Ortigosa, of the oratory of San Felipe de Nerí, and Don 
Francisco Gonzales de Linares, oflferíng to give freedom to two Spaniards for 
ercry one American, including amongst thcse the colonel Jalón. Monteverde 
xeplied that he wonld set at liberty all the Americans he held in the fortrcss for 
all the Spaniards, it being undcrstood that Jalón be excepted. Bolívar accept- 
edy notwithstanding the disproportion, and that the enemy were about to re- 
ceive a considerable reinforcement, with the solé condition that Jalón be inda- 
ded. Monteverde reñised with brutal obstinacy, at the same time throwing tho 
paiüamentaries into the dungcons. . . . and depríving of life, in the presence 
of the republican army, the brave officers, Pellín, Pulido, Osorio, Fuentes and 
oibers. 

Atrodous conduct I horrible stain on the noble profession of arms I 

Behind the walls of a fort the perfidious isleAo manifested a fortitude which 
be did not have to face Bolívar, who on all sides sought him I . . . 

Bolivar then spoke to the world. In a brief exposition he referred to 
tiie acts of Monteverde, and gave reasons for his conduct during the noble 
undertaking of freeing Caracas from the domination of that tyrant " I will 
fiU my career with glory,'' he said, on terminating, '^ that career which I have 
undertaken for the weal of the country, or I will die in the attempt, manifest- 
Ing to the world that Americans are not to be despised and insulted with im- 
pmiity. 

" Nations of the world, may Venezuela owe you the justice of not permit- 
ting you to be prejudiced by the false and artificious relations which will be 
nuide to yon by those evil-doers, to discredit our conduct Is there any one 
who censures the determination of the general, Simón Bolivar, snd his compan- 
ions in arms, undertaking to íree their brethren, íHends and parents írom tho 
priaons, cells and dungeons in which thcy laid, tyrannized, insulted and out- 
XBgedr 

This manifest, which was headed by the title of, " Bolivar to the Nations of 



Cmnanay father of a nomerous family devoid of all support ; as the wifo had vatnly 
suppUcated for the life of her husband, she retomed desoíate to the bosom of her 
funily. A child, then of twelve ycars, the oldest of the sons of those helpless per. 
flODfl, presented himself to Zaazola, offering his life to save that of his father, the 
eapport of hia forsaken mother and brothers. Most noble action, fall of generosity 
aad tendemess, an inspiration of love which would liave softened tho heart of a 

tíger I Zuazola caused them both to be put to death, the son first 

The history of tyrants and enemiee of humanity has not a similar example. Tibe- 
ilo, Oaligola, Atlla, Timor-bec are models of charity and mildness alongside of 
Zoaxola — hand of execration 1 ñame of horror I And, notwithstanding, who would 
Mieve that amongst the Spanish chioftains there were others who surpassed Zua- 
lola. Frandsoo Roeete obecured by his unbeard-of Cruelties the Ignomiaious and 

enned íame of Zuazola and Boves was equal to Rósete ; Antoñanzaa 

«joal to Boves ; Morales to Antoñanzas ; Tancz to Morales ; Monteverde, Lizon, 
Tbear, Pay, Calzada, Luna (the wicked Luna), Moxo, Aldama, Warleta, Salaverria, 
Mutineg, Valdes, and above all. Morillo have no oquals. 



136 LIFE OF BOLIYAB. 

tbe World/^ made a profound imprcssion. AII knew, more or lesa, the oll^ 
rageous acta of Montcvercle, but when they were vicwed jointly they ahowed 
fortb in a atronger liglit, and appearnd greater and more offenaÍTe to humanitj. 
Whilst Bolívar was occupied in the compoñtion of the precioua docmnent 
of which wc haTc made mention, and wliicfa he aigned at Valencia the 20tii 
Septcmbcry he was at the aamc time dictating the most orgent orden to aflaaolt 
the liesieged fortreas. Many were, although fruitless, the asaaulta, losing in aU 
of thciu oflSccra and men which could not be replaccd.* The independenti 
were dfvoid of naval forees, which could have cut off all exterior snccor fron 
tbeir cneinies. The siege l)y land was stríctly enforced, but tbe aea waa ope^ 
and Montevcrdc recciTcd cnntinual bclp and auccor. Besidea, Bolivar ftand 
an expcdition, which was being preparc<l at Cádiz, and of which he had n- 
oeivc<l new3 by way of Englaud, would arrive l)efore attaining tbe sonender of 
Puerto Cabello. In eíTcct, tlie IGth of Septeml>cr, whilst he received tbe pka- 
sorablf ncws that tbe ccimmandant Garcia Sena had routed, at Ccrritoa Blanooi» 
a forcé of 1,000 men, who were Ice I by Heves Varga?, and tbe andacioos prieit 
Turrcllaa, he was informcd also of the disagrecable newa of tbe airival of tiie 
Spanish expedition, who carne to the help of Monte verde, and to prolong ftr 
a longer time the state of war and sacrificcs for the country. Defrayed by tbe 
Consulatc of Cádiz, who dreamt of rcacquiríng the monopoly of its commene 
with Venezuela, the said expedition had sct sail from that point, composed of 
the frigatc ** Venezuela,^^ of forty guns ; a schooner of war, and siz transportí^ 
conducting tbe regiment of Granada, numlx'ring 1,200 men, commanded by 
the colonel Don JosC Miguel Solomon. Tbese véasela having toucbed at Li 
Guayra, procceded on to Puerto Cabello, and there eaaily effccted tbeir dúeiL- 
barcation.f 

* In one of tlicsc terrible asaaolts the brave major of artillery, Franciaoo Tlnoeo^ 
was killed. Ho adniirably sustained bis fire against the enemy'a battery, calki 
" £1 Príncipe." A hall of heavy calibre threw liim at the foot of the cannon, aad 
ho dioU in a short space of time. That well-deoerving chief preaerved nntil Ul 
last monients, tlio vlrtuc and 8tn*ngth uf cliaracter which distlnguisbed bim. Bh 
last words were thvsc : " I have paid tho tribute whicli wc all owe to tbe ooontiy; 
carry to Gonoral Bolívar my last farewcll, and fight until you die or destroy tka 
tyrants." Tlie bullotin of tho liberating anny, Nu. 10, was cntirely deatined to th0 
eology uf the virtues uf Tinoco. 

f Whon tho oxp<?ditiun of Sulomon arrivod at La Guayra, tbis place waa ooo»^ 
mandixl by Colonel Leandro Palaoii)s, a ]>er8on vory republican in bis seatS^ 
ments, astuto and active, and on whuse im¡>ortant co-operation they relied to üg *" 
prise and capturo the ex¡HH]ition. Ilowever. at the first news of tbe anival <^^ 
the oxiK.Hlit¡on nff Caracas, Colonel RíImvs flcw to La Guayra. It waa impoMibl^ 
that tho chiof officers of the expedición could havo hnd noticc of tbe triomplí ff^ 
Bolívar and of tho situation uf aftiirR, not having even toucbed at Puerto Biei^^ 
Con.'M.Hiuontly they should euppose that Monteverde waa at Caracas, and that Y uM ^" 
zuda was undor the Siianish dominión. Hiha» raisod on all sidos the fla|r of Cw^ ^ 
tillo, and by this causod tho chiefs of the royalists to beliove tbey were 
of the place. 

The cominanders of the expedition did not doubt to come to an anchor, and 1 
Bccond, Don Ignacio dol Valle Marímon, landod with ftfteen grenadlera and i 
correfl]X)ndenco. It socms that theso quickly disooverod or suspected tbe tx^^ 
which had been laid for them, and endeavorod to retum on boüd. Then ( 
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Botinr waa conTiiioed by exporíenoe that Montevorde was nnable to sally 
«t fram bis entrencbments to tho field to sustain a decisiye battle ; but now, 
bf the arriTil of thnae forcea and tbe Htimulofl of Solomon, be belieyed, tbat if 
k RCÍTL-d to some distance fix>m tbe coast, be would baye more confidence, a 
fufiCr whicb waa wanting in bim, and wbicb was indispensable to canse bim 
to ibow figbt. Imbued witb tbis sagacions and foresecing idea, be ordcred a 
Ktica! ; be niaed tbe ñege, and on tbe nigbt of tbe 17tb be set out for Valen- 
da. *- If I can induce Monteyerde to come out and follow me," be said to bia 
«ficen, ** ontaide tbe Cordillera, wbere bis cannon will be useless, tbere our 
anlry will make up for tbo gioater number of bis soldicrs." 

It thni bappened. Tbe royalist cbief, encouraged by tbe reinforcementa 
fanraght by tbe expedition fix>m Cádiz, was already intending t^i retum witb 
«K and foU of pride*to bia captain-generalcy at Caracas ; and, pusbed on by 
that impulse of auperioríty, be pleased tbe fancy of Boliyar by sallying out 
from tbe fort. Torrente qualifies tbis sally as " yigorous !*'... Tbis autbor 
hto a decided pencbant for qualifications. I do not understand, truly, if a sally 
en lie ** rigorous," and if tbat of Monteyerde, wbicb is treated of, merited tbat 
■Tíng, altbough it would be improper ; but I do understand tbat bis entry 
«•f precipítate and tremuloua, notwitbstanding tbat Torrente says notbing 
iboot it, to wbom, tben, it seemed tbat qualifications were scarce. 

Baring lesa knowledge of military art tban tbe most inferior of bis lieuten- 
■tti, Vonteyerde balted at tbe place callerl *' Tríncberas,'' and scnt 600 mcn to 
tUe a position on tbe bilí of Barbula. By tbis opcration tbe two bodiea of 
nj^Uat troops were separated ono from tbe otber for tbe distance of two 
ki^aes ! and so strange and nonsensical was tbis manoeuyre, tbat it caused 
Boü%v to Buspcct some ambusb or deception. Two days were passed in re- 
noDoiteríng, and be was so mucb tbe more impressed tbat it was an ambus- 
ciir, wben 3fonteyerde did not make any moycment toward correcting tbis 
UoDd^r. and did not eyen perecí ye tbe error be bad committed by tbe caro 
with wbicb Boliyar was manoDuyeríng. 

On thi* nioming of tbe 80tb, impaticnt at awaiting any longcr tbe combina- 
tiou of tbv royalistff, wbo did not stir, be disposcd to attack tbcm in tbeir 
^tioo. *' Wliat can liappen ?'' said Boliyar ; " as tbeso insolcnts discoyer 
thtir plaa4, we will go on figbting tbem, and tbeir cunning will not be more 
ftin our courage.*^ Tbree columns tbcn marcbed out. led by Girardot, D^El- 
kararand Urdancta. Tbe squadron of dragoons of Caracas claml>cred tbe 
kini miiler a beayy firc witb an incomparable caimncss and order. Tbe roya!- 
iiti^ forrounde^l on all ddcfl, abandoned tbe beigbts in a precipítate flígbt, 
vUeh did not aaye tbcm. A great quantity of arma, borses, munitions and 
hifsafee fell into our bands. 

The «irtorr was as quick as it was decisive. . . . 

Bot it wan costly to us, as we bad to moum tbe deatb of tbe brayc Colonel 
Ata&iiio Girardot, wbo, wbilst planting witb bis own bands tbe tricolor flag 



tteaned tben a figbt on tbo ycry wbarf ; tbo grenadiura bravitly dofvnding tbem- 
■eírei ; but t4*n wuro killcd, and Marímon, witb tbe rcmaining fivo, wt*re takon 
prinarn. On scuing tbo figlit and bearing tbe sbotn, tbe yt^sscls cut tbeir ancbors, 
má immvdiately set oat to se». Tbey were fircd at scycral times from tbo bat- 
Ma, bot witboQt eflbct, and tbey were able to arriye at Poerto Cabello witbont 
■y «Iher mlaforiiine. 
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on tbe enemy^B position, receiTed a ball in the forebead, which canaed him to 
íall lifeless to the eartb. 

On tbe beí^bts of Barbóla, bis countenance serene and faU of gloiy, thia hero 
immortalizcd bis fame, proclaiming victory firom npon the cnraggy rock, and 
falling, like unto anotber Epaminondas, on tbe glorious field of Mantinea, gÍT- 
ing to bis conntry liberty. . . 

Bolivnr mourned deeply for the young Granadanian, wbo had given so many 
prooís of beroism and virtue; and manífcsting the pecoliar esteem for hia 
memory, and tbe respcct wbich be wished to tribute to bis senrices, he gave a 
law tbat same day, wbich, little known now, I take pleasore in reprododag 
entirc. 

Law to honor the memory of Culonel Antanasio Qirardot : 

Colonel Antanasio Girardot has this day died on the field of honor. Tbe n- 
publics of New Granada and Venezuela owe to him, in great part, the gkvy 
wbich coy en tbeir anns, and tbe liberty of our soiL Conqncror in Palace cfm 
a formidable tyrant, he borc for the first time the standard of independenoe, 
onder tbe orders of general Baraya, to the oppressed city of Popayan. Tha 
eztraordinary circumstances of this memorable battle will make it intezwtipg 
not only to the American world but to tbe braye warríors in all parta of the 
eartb. Tbe yo'mg Giranlot dared to await the army of the enemy, numbering 
2,000, witb only seventy-five men, at tbe brídge of the rírer Palace. Tacón, 
tbe tyrant of Popayan, did not doubt tbat he was able to subjugate with thoM 
forces tbe extenaive country of New Granada ; he dctached 700 men to dia- 
lodge tbe defenders of the bridgc, but this new Leónidas detennined lo dit 
along witb bis wortby soldiers, Ixifore ceding one line to tbe powcr of hk 
encmy. Fortune preserred him froni tbe fate of bis soldiers, wbo were aO 
eitber killed or woundcd^ and tbe niost complete victory crowned hia strang 
yalor and virtue. More than 200 encmics sprínklcd with tbeir dcath-blood that 
oelebrated field, to consécrate in terrible cyphers a monument proper to the 
warlikc gcnius of tbe boro. Until tben New Granada had nerer aeen ker 
liberty, recently tyrannized, cxposed to so grcat a peril, and the resalta of the 
triumph of Girardot, saved by one blow bis country from slarery and the 
annibilationwitb wbich tbe tyrant tbreatened ber. 

In tbe actual campaign of Venezuela, tlie brarery and militaiy talent of 
Girardot have unitod yictory constantly to tbe banncrs he oommandcd. 11» 
provinces of Trujillo, Merida, Harinas and Caracas, wbo were perisbing beneath 
the Bworfl, or wbo groaned in cbuins, brcathe frec and secura by the efibrta 
with wbich be has co-operated under tbe orders of the generala of the UnioB* 
Tbey baye bebeld him searcb in tbe fícMs tbe opposing annies, conqnerii^ 
tbem intrepidly, defying dcath to free Venezuela. To-day he ran to aacriílM 
himself for her upon the bcights of Barbula, and at the moment he had attaia- 
the most decided triumph, he gloriously ended bis caroer. 

Inasmuch as it is to him tbat the republic of Venezuela principally owei bff 
re-establisbment, and tbat of New Granada, tbe most important yictoriea, and 
to consign in the annals of America tbe gratitude of the Venezuelan people to 
one of ber li1>erator8, I have roadc tbe folio wing set of resolutions : 

Firstly ; the 30th of Scptember will be an unfortunate day for the república is 
spitc of tbe glory wbich has covcred its arms this day ; and will alwtji 
be made a funeral anniyersaiy, wbich sball be a day of mouming for the VeM» 
snelans. 
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Secondly ; all the dtízeiis of VenezuelA will wear mourning one entire month 
íbr tile death of Colonel Girardot 

Thixdly ; his heart sliall be carríed in tríamph to the capital of Caracas, 
where it shall be receiyed as were the liberators, and shall be deposited in a 
mansolcnm, which shall be erected in the metropolitan cathedraL 

Foorthly ; his bones shall be transported to his native country, the dty of 
Antioquia, in New Granada. 

Fiíthly ; the foorth battalion of the line, the instmment of his glories, shall 
be named in the fature the ^* Battalion of Qirardof 

Sixthly ; the ñame of this well-dcserring cltizen shall be written on all the 
pablic registeis as the first benefactor of the coontiy. 

Seventhly ; the íamily of Qirardot shall disfimit to all its posterity the sal»- 
xies which this martyr of the liberty of Venezuela cnjoyed, and of the romain- 
íng íayors and pre-eminencies which it shoald czact from this goYemment 

Eighthly ; this shall be held as a general law, which shall be complied with 
inriolably in all the priiyinces of Venezuela. 

Ninthly ; it shall be prínted, published, and drculated, so that it may arríve 
to the knowledge of all their inhabitants. 

Given at the headquarters of Valencia, the 80th September, 1818, third of the 
iadependence, and first of the war to death. Signed by my hand, sealed with 
the provisional seal of the republic, and countersigned by the Secretary of State. 

Antonio Mofioz Tebar, Simoh BOLÍVAR 

Secretary of State. 

All this he lichly merited, and more eyen—that benefiíctor of the oountiy, 
wliose death should be etemally mourned. 

The Granadians petitioned to be allowed rerenge in a body upon the enemy 
the loes of their heroic countryman. Praiseworthy demand I B^tliyar did not 
ODly consent, but being skillñil in drawing adyantage firom aU, he neryed in all 
his power that noble feeling. The Granadians marched out, aided by Venezu- 
tfana, compoeáng in all, 1,000 men ; they directed their stepe io Las Trincheras, 
irhere Monteyerde was posted. They wero commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Luciano D'Elhuyar, an ardent youth, brother-in-arms and worthy competitor 
of Girardot Las Trincheras was an impregnable point, defended ns it was, by 
more than 2,000 soldiers. It was assaulted by 200 chasseufs. D^Elhuyar ad- 
TBnced, charging up to the very defílos. He there performed prodigles of yalor, 
and after a hand-to-hand fight of fíye hours' duration, the royalists were entire- 
ly routed. A general, disorderly and shameful flíght, was the end of álL 
Monteyerde being wounded in his retreat, his soldiers dispcrsed, and arma, 
mnnitions, baggage, and all they had brought there, fell inte our power (8d 
October). All the oflScers of the chosseurs were wounded with the exceptlon 
of one, Captain Planes, which goes to proye the brayery with which they 
fought. "The Spanish army, defeated and dispersed like unto dust," said 
Boliyar, "haye engrayed etemal shame on their arms, and consecrated the 
lumor and superíoríty of ours." 

Monteyerde was forced to shut himself up ancw in Puerto Cabello, and eyen 
to give up the command to Solomon. 

The wound he receiyed was in the jaw, from the back paH foremost, and it 
^B8 said that it had been caused by one of his own soldiers, who was irritated 
<^fleeing him dishonorably fieeing. 
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For the rest, in dispatcbes whicb were tent to Spain, Montererde took g na i 
care to throw the fault íVom his ehoulden to tboee of Colond Don Remigio 
Bobadila, commandiDg the yanguard, who had ezceeded (tbote are bis wordá) 
the precise instnictiona giren him. 

Quel coupable ne sait toi^oare trouTer une excuse f 

The siege of Puerta» Cabello waa rc-establisbed and confidod to fhe lumnaj 
of the same Luciano DTlhuyar. 

Bolivar conferred highcr rank npon the cbiefs and office» wbo bad aooooi- 
panied him during the memorable campaign of Barbóla and Laa Trinchenii 
The foUowing are the promotions published in the Oaceta, Ko. 8 : 

Luciano D^Elhuyar, to be Coloncl cíTcctive. 

Vicente Campo Elias, to be Lieutenant-Colonel effectÍTe. 

Luis Francisco Picón, to be Sub-Licutenant. 

José Feliz Ribas to be Field Marshal. 

Rafael ürdaneta, to be eíTectivc Colonel witb breret of Brigadier^OcnenL 

José María Ortega, to be Lieutenant-Colonel fbll and effectÍTe. 

Tomas Planes, to be full Captain. 

Pedro Salinas, to be full Captain. 

Miguel Monagas, to be full Captain. 

This was the first and well-descrycd reward of so many íatigiiea, mnoun ded 
by penis and crowncd witb glory. 

The successes of the independent arms on the beights of Barbnlm and at tta 
terrible dcfiles of Las Trincheras, were of great importance. That ezpeditkNi 
so much boasted of^ and the hope of the monopolists of Cádiz, hardly ezialed; 
a handful of Amerícans had destroyed it ! The braggadocio of Montereide 
was pimished ; neithcr the greater o<lds of fighting men, ñor the advantage of 
arms and discipline, ñor the hope of exaggcrated rewards, nothing could bestov 
tríumph on the arms of the royáiists ! The honor of the lepnblican troopí 
was a consummated fact. Bolívar had succecded in making bis soldieri kin 
glory, and had inspired them witb the heroic enthusiasm of libeity. Thtf 
were invincible. What connot be reached at witb men who ñame tbemidm 
rcrengers of America, sons of libcrty, enemies of deapotism and oppmdoB V 
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■■TUBir Or BOUTAE TO TALVfOIA — LimM TO BODOSOír — ■lACTIOV ~ THI HIABT OF OIIAE- 
DOT — TBI rmonM AOOLAIM BOLITAB UBIBATOI ~ INITITüTIOV OF TBI "OBDM OF 
UBBEATOM OF TVCnüBLA " — BOLITAB MABCHBB TO BABQDUIMBTO — IIXOULAB TBIÜMPI 
or CBBALLOB — BATrLB OF TIQIEIMA — STATB OF THB OPINIÓN — TBIÜMPBS OF BOUTAB 
AT ABAÜEB — FLAO DONATBD TO TRB ** mAtTAhlOlt wUkout noms," 

WHEN BoIítbt returaed to Valencia, conceiTÍng new plana of operatSoaa lo 
aa to aecnre the fixdta of his recent yictoríes, and to condnct in tríomph 
to Caracaa tlie heart of Girardot, he enoountered communicationa from the 
gOTemor of the ialand of Coracao, on the seal of which waa wrítten, " inteieat- 
ing.'* They were in effect oficial deepatches from that anthority. 

Uníbrtnnately, at this time there was not in the goyenunent, aa chief of the 
oolony, that Brigadier-General J. J. Layard, who so decidedly had ahown him- 
aelf in íaTor of the Yeneznelana in 1810, a man of noble character, festiye, 
gonerona, and of a dear intelligence ; 

" In goodnaat aod in power pre-eminent."— Hilton. 

Bnt Mr. J. Hogdaon, whom, throngh the médium of hia secretary, the royaliat 
odka contriyed to conyince that the idea of independence waa a calamity for 
Yenexaelana, and aboye all, that Boliyar waa a man of eyil inatíncta, blood- 
tiiinty, who maaBacred for the pleaanre of it, awayed by humanity, wrote to 
Um, interceding for the Spaniarda who were confined in the priaona of La 
Ghiayraand Caracaa. 

Boliyar waa not anrpriaed by this interceasion ; he immediately onderatood 
ita origin, and he belieyed it hia dnty to show to the QoYemar of Cnracao that 
undoubtedly he was not posted as to what was occurring in Venezuela. With 
thia end in yiew, he dictated to the Señor Antonio Rafael Mendirí the reply, 
which my readers will find in the general corresponpence, from which I wül 
now eztract some paragraphs in order to make it known in thia opportunity. 

" HsADqüABTEBfl OF VALENCIA, Oct 2, 1818, 8d and Ist 
**TouB ExcELLENCT : — I hayo the honor of replying to the letter of Toar 
Szcellency, dated the 4th of Septembor last, which waa receiyed by me only 
eiterday, delayed undoubtedly by causes which I ignore in ita passage from 
lat island to the fort of La Guayra. 

** The attention which I should bestow on a chief of the Britísh nation and the 
ry of the American cause, place me under the sacred obligationa of ahowing 
^our Ezcellency the sorrowful causes of the conduct, which, much againat 
^vill, I obeerye in regard to the Spaniarda, who, during the past year, haye 

(141^ 
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involTed Venezuela in ruin, committing crímes whicb áhoald be oondenuied to 
an cternnl oblivíon, íf the neoessity of justifying to tbe eyea of tbe worid tfae 
war to (loatb whicb wc bave adopted, did not oblige ns to bríng tbem to ligfat 
froni Bcaffolds and tbe borríblc dungeons by wbicb tbey are coTered, to repie- 
sent tbcm to Your Excellency. * 

" A continent separated from Spain by Tast seas, more tbickiy popaUted and 
ricbcr tban ber, But>mitted duríng centuríes to a most degrradinsr and trnimieal 
depcndcnoe, on rcceivíng information of the disAoIution in 1810 of the Spaa- 
isb OoTernmcnt t^y the occupaticn of tbe Frencb troops, placed itself in maw^ 
ment in order to preserve itf^elf from the same fate. and escape from the anaidlij 
and confib!Íon wbicb tbreatene<l it. Venezuela, first of all, constitutes a jnnta^ 
prcserving tbe rígbts of Ferdinand VII, till seeing the decisiTe result of the 
war, offers to tbe Spaniards wbo intend to emigrate a fraternal asylQm; inToito 
many of tbem witb tbe eupreme magistracy, and retaina in their em|doyinait 
as many of tbem as werc placed in tbose of moat inflnence and importuiee; 
evidcnt proofs of tbe vii'ws of unión wbicb animated tbe Veneznelana, Tiewi 
ungratefully corresponded to by tbe Spaniards, wbo all, for tbe g^reater part» 
abnsed witb dork perfídy tbe cohfidencc and generority of the peoplo. 

'* In effect Venezuela adopted tbat policy, impelled by irresistible necseasty. 
In circumstances less crítical, prorinc-cs of Spain not of as much importanoi^ 
bad raiscd goveming juntas in order to save themselTes from disorder and con- 
fusión. And sbould not Venezuela haré equally sheltcred berHelf from sonmy 
calamities, and sccure ber existence against tbe rapid TÍcissitudes of Eorope f 
Did she commít an evil to the Spaniards of tbe península, remaining ezposed 
to tbe disturlMinces wbicb would bave l>eon introdaced by tbo want of a ROOf- 
nized govemment ? aiid sliould thcy not haré tbanked our sacrificea in orto 
to procure tbem a quiut refuge ? Would any one bave imagined tbat a ligorooi 
blockiide and cruel hostilities slioaUl l)c tbe retum for so much generoaity ? 

*' Venezuela, convinced tbat Spain bad becn entirely subjugated, aa waa alM 
believed in tbe remaining portions of America, made tbat step which abe ooM 
bave long beforo bave made, authorízed by tbe example of the proTinoeicí 
Spain, witb wliom she bad l>een declarad equal in rigbts and política] fepn' 
sentation. Afterwards foUowed tbe regency, whicb tumnltuoudy establiriwd 
itself at Cndiz, the only puint into whicb the Frencb eagles bad not at já 
penetrated ; and from tbence it fulminated its devastating decrees against tte 
same liberatcd people, who, without obligation, maintained relati'ms and t 
national integríty with a people of whom tbey were natorally independen! 

** Such was t!ie generous spirít which animated the fíist revolotion of ABB^ 
ica ; nn unbloody revolution, without batred, without vengcance. Coold A9 
not in Venezuela, in Buenos Aires, in Xew Granada, have displayed jnst itiaei^ 
mcnts for so nmny ofiences and violationa, und destroyed tbosc TÍceroys> goi^ 
emori< and presidents ? all those authorities, l>utcber8 of their own species, vbOi 
))k'ascd with the annihilation of t!ie Amcrícans, caused to períah in horribli 
dun«^0Ds, the most illustríoas and virtuous, depriving tbe boneat man of tte 
fruits of liis lal>or, and in general persccuting commerce, the liberal aztai indiB 
Buch tbat could conduce to case the horrors of our slarery ? 

'* America duríng three centuríes groaned under tbis oppression, the mort 
cruel by which mankind has l>een afflictcd ; tliree centuríes did abe moorn flM 
fatal rícbes which luid so many attractions for her oppreasore; and when jsit 
Providenco presentod her an unhopcd-for opportunity to bieak off her chaiM^ 
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£tf fiom tbinking of rerenging tboee outragOB, sbe iniitefi her own enemies, 
offisríng to diride with them ber giíts and ber sbdter. 

**In now bebolding almost all tbe regions of tbe New World plusged in a 
croel and ruinoua war; on bebolding discord agítate vdth its furies even tbe 
inbabitant of bnts ; sedition to ligbt tbe deTouríng fiíe of war, even in tbe most 
distant and lonely Tillages ; and tbe fielda of America stained witb bnman blood, 
wiU tbe cause of sucb a wondorful diaturbance be looked for In tbis peaceñil 
contincnt, wbose quiet and benevolent nativea bad been a lare ezample of do- 
cility and sabmúaion, wbicb is not seen in tbe biatory of any otber people of 
tbe world ? 

^ Tbe blood-tblrgty Spaniard, tbrown npon tbe aborea of Columbia, to convert 
tbe mofit beautiful portion of natnre into a yaat and bateful empire nf wickedneas 
•nd rapiñe, see bere Your Excel Icncy tbe wicked autbor of tbese tragic sconea 
wbicb we now deplore. He marked bia cntry into tbe New World by deatb 
aad destmction : be canaed to diaappear firom tbe land ita primitiTe race ; and 
wben bia raging cruelty found no longcr boinga wbicb to deatroy, be turnad 
againat bia own cbildren wbicb be bad on tbe soil tbat be bad uaurped. 

'' Bebold bim, Your Excellency, incited by tbe tbirat of blood, acoming tbat 
wbicb ia moat boly, and aacríiegioualy break tbroagb tboae treatíea wbicb tbe 
world Tcneratea, and wbicb bave receiyed an inyiolable aeal by tbe practice of 
all agea and all people. A capitnlation gare np to tbe Spaniarda laat yoar ihe 
wfaoltf of tbe independent terrítory of Venezuela ; an abeolute and peaceñil aab- 
miflaion on tbe part of tbe people, convinced tbem of tbe pacification of tbe 
people and of a total foigetfulneaa to all paat political pretenaiona. But at tbe 
same moment tbat Monteverde waa awearíng to tbe Venezuelana a roli^oua com- 
pliance of tbe promiaea oíTered, tbere was seen, witb great borror and acaudal, 
tbe moat iMrbaroua and impious infraction ; tbe towna aacked ; buildiaga fired ; 
the weaker aex outraged ; tbe largeat cities impríaoned in a maaa, to aay it tbua, 
in boirible cavcma, being realized tbat wbicb until tben bad appoared impoa- 
ñble, tbe incarceration of an entire people. In effect, only tboae bdnga wbo 
were ao ol)acene, tbat tbey managed to take tbemaelyea away from tbo sigbt of 
ihe tyrant to attoin a miaerable liberty, rcducing tbemaelyea to tbe extreme of 
ÜTing apart firom tbe world in buta, or in tbe foreata amongat tbe wild beaata. 
How many yenerable aged men, bow many príesta bebeld tbemaelyea yoked to 
stocka and otber infamoua prisona, mixed amongat tbe moat groaa and criminal 
men, and cxpoaed to tbe jeera of tbe brutal aoldiery, and tbe moat yile men of 
an claaaea 1 How many expired, weigbed down by tbe weigbt of inaupporta))le 
dudna, depríyed of reapiration, or exterminated by bunger and miaery I At tbe 
eame moment tbo Spaniab Conatitution waa publiabed aa tbe abield of ciyil 
liberty, bundreda of yictima were dragged, loaded witb Irona and cruel banda, 
to unwboleaome and dcatbiy dungeona, witbout eatablisbing tbe causes for aucb 
a proceeding, witbout eyen knowing tbe origin and political opiniona of tbe 
mihappy being. 

'^ See bere, Tour Excellency, tbe unexaggerated but unbeard tableaux of 
Bpaniah tyranny in America : a tableaux wliicb calla fortb at one time ittdigna- 
tion againat tbe executionera, and tbe moat juat and liyely feeling for tbe yic- 
tima, notwitbatanding tbere were no feeling aoula to intercede tbere for tor- 
tmred bumanity, ñor to reclaim tbe compliance of a treaty wbicb intereated tbe 
Whole uniyerae. Tour Excellency interpoaea your reapectcd mcdiation for tbe 
terocions monatera, autbora of ao many eyila. Your Excellency abould belieye 
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me : when tbe troops of Xew Oranada set out under my oommand to : 
nature and socicty so outrageously insulted, neither the inatructíonfl of that gcn- 
oas goTerninent, ñor my designa were to execnte the ríght of retaliation iqKn 
the Spaniards, wbo, under the ñame of inanigenta, carried all the Americaní 
worthy of thb title to Lafamous and even cruel torturea. But on seeing thb 
tiger'8 work at our clemency, and confident of impunity coatinued, even thongli 
conquercd, this same blood-thirsty ficrcenesa, then to fulfill the holy miwoa 
confided to my responsibility, to save the threatened life of my countr3rmcn, I 
aubdued my natural feelinga, to immohite the aentíment of a demency, peni- 
dous to the weal of the coimtry. 

** Allow me, Your Excel lency, to recommend to your attention the pemsal of 
the letter of the atrocious ZervCríz, idol of the Spaniarda in Venezuela, to Gctt- 
end Monte?erde, in the " Gaceta of Caracas," No. 8, and Your Excellency will 
dÍBCover in them the bloody plnns who:!e conanmmation was being combfaied 
by these perverse mcn. Being informed in anticipation of his aacrllegious in- 
tent, whlch a cruel ezpcricnce confírmed aftcrwuds to a point, I reaolved to 
carry in cíTect the toiir to dfath^ so as to dcprive the tyranta of the incompaiafak 
adyantagc wliich was Icnt to them by their destructiye system. 

In efiect, on the opening of the campaign by the libcrating army in the pnir- 
ince of Harinas, the Colonel Antonio Nicolás Briceno, and other honorable 
officers were capturcd, and whom the brutal and cowardly Tizcar cansed to be 
put to the sword to the number of sixteen. Sccnes on the same style were le- 
pcated at the same moment at Calabozo, Espino, Cumaná and other provinofi^ 
accompanied by such circumstances of inhumanity in ita cxecution, that I dees 
it unworthy of Your ElxccUcncy and of this document to dcpirt acenea ao abon- 
inablc. 

** Your Excellency can sce for himself, in the Gazette, No. 4, a feeble sketek 
of the most ferocious acts in which Spanish cruelty feaatcd it«el£ The gene- 
ral decapitation rigorously executed in the peaceful town of Aragua by the 
most bcabtly of mortals, the execrable Zuazola, b one of those delirioms or 
bloody madneftses, which have only on one or two occasiona degraded humamtj. 
Men and women, agcd and youths, their ears cropped off, fiayed alire, ind 
aílerwards plunged into poisonous swamps or massacred by lengthy or paiofid 
means. Nature attacked in its innocent ori^^n, and even the child unbuni wv 
destroyed in the womb of its mothcr, bayoncted, or by blows ! . . • 

** At San Juan de los Morros, a simple and agrícultural town, the barbaron 
Antonanzas and the sanguinary Boves liad offered spcctaclea equally ñgneük 
to the Spanianla. There can yct ]>e scen in those unhappy fields, corpses hiog 
in the trees. The geniíis of crime seema to hold there bis empire of death,iid 
no one can approach the spot without fceling the furí«e of an implacable ni- 
geance. 

" Venezuela has not been the only fatal theatrc of these horrible butcbete 
Opulent México, Buenos Aires, Pcru, and unhappy Quito, are almost compm- 
ble to vast cemcteríes where the Spanish gOTemment heaps up the boneswhkk 
haré arcumulated by its homicidal axc. 

" Your Excellency can also discover the foundation on which the Spanisid 
reposes tlie honor of his nation, in the Gaceta No. 3. The letter of the mODk 
Vicente ^Lirquetich affirms that the sword of Regules on the field, and execQ- 
tions have ímmolated tweiTC thousand Amerírans in one year alone, and plaoei 
the glory of the sea, Captain Rosendo Porlier, in an univenud syatem of ''not 
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to gÍTt qüarter— not CTon to saints if tbey appear 'in the dress of an insor- 

"I refraiii ftom mortífying the feelings of Y. E. by prolongpng any fariher 
In depicting tbe painful agónies, wbich Spaaisb barbarity has causocl bumanity 
to snffer to establish an unjust and abject dominión upon tbe docile Amerícans. 
Wonld to Qod tbat an impenetrable veil ahould bidé forever from tbe notice of 
mankind tbe excesses of its fellow beings I Wonld to God tbat a cruel neces- 
sity abonld not forcé ns to extenninate sncb treachcrous aasassins I 

*^ Let Y. E. snppose bimsclf for one moment placed in our situation, and tben 
prononnce npon tbe conduct, wbich sbould be used against our oppressors. 
Let Y. £. decide if it is possiblc to securc tbe lil)erty of America, wbilst sncb 
obstínate enemies breatbe. Fatal wamings urge us every day to gcncrally 
ezecnte onr sererest measures ; and I can say to Y. E. tbat bumanity itself with 
iftB merciful empire dictatea tbcm. 

Placed by my strongcst feelings in tbe neceasity of being merciful with many ■ 
Bpamardfl, after having let tbem enjoy full liherty in our midst, even not baying 
yet drawn tbe bead from beneatb tbe avenging sword, tbey have affected 
nnhappy people, and perbapa tbe atrocities íresbly executed by tbem equal 
the moflt horrible of alL In the yalleys of Tuy and Tacata, and in tbe towns 
of the west, wbere it did not appear tbat civil war wonld cairy desolating 
nragea, tbey have now elevated evil monumcnta of their ñiríous wickednesB. 
DeÜeate women, tender children, trembling oíd men, have seen tbemaelTee 
flftjed alire ; their eyea tom from tbeir Bockcts, their bowels exposed, and we 
wonld arrive to tbe extremo of believing tbat the tyrants of America do not 
bdong to the speciea of man.*^ 

Id Tain wonld favor be implored for tbose wbo cxist, dctained in tbe prisons, 
to gnint tbem a pasaport for tbe colony or any other *point ont of Venezuela. 
With great prejudice for the public peace, have we proved tbe fatal consequen- 
ceB of thÍ9 meaauro, as it can be assurcd tbat all tbose wbo hayo obtalned it, in 
Tiolstion of tbe oatba by wbich tbey were bound, have retumed to land in tbe 
ny'a porta to enlist tbemselves in the parties of tbe assassins wbo molest de<- 
I people. In tbe very prisons tbey plan subversiye projects, moro fiítal^ 
vndonbtedly, to tbem than to tbe goyemment, forced to employ its efforts more? 
in TOBtraining tbe fury of the zealous patriota, against the factions wbo threateni 
their liyea, than in defeating their T)lack-bearted machinations. 

•• Yoor Excellency will haye to decide tbat, eitber the Americana sbould allow 
tbenuielyes patiently to be exterminatcd, or tbey sbould destroy a wicked race^ 
"Which, wbilst it brenthes, worka nnceasíngly for our annihilation. 

**Your Excellency has not deceiyed bimself in supposing tbe existence of 
ehmpaaaionate feelings in me ; the same characterize all my countrymen. We 
ooold be indnlgent with these African savages ; but tbe Spanish tyrants, against 
íbe moBt powerfbl feelings of the beart, forcé us to retaliation. American jus^ 
Üeewill always know, bowever, how to distinguish tbe innocent fit)m the 
CQlpsble ; and Y. E. may rely tbat tbeae will be trcated with tbe bumanity 
iMch Í8 yet due to tbe Spanish nation. 

I haye the honor of offering myself to Y. E. with the bighest consideration. 
flod respect, as your attentiye, and attachcd scnrant, 

smoN bolívar 

To hia excellency the goyemor and captain-general of the island of Curacao* 
and its dependendea. 
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The Liberator was not satisfied íd wrítíng oné letter to Sr. Hodgwm, bot he 
wrote again after a few daya, inakin^ clear to'bim tke conduct of Montererde, 
and ended in tkiía manner: *' I had wished to be merciful eren in prejndioe, 
to the socred interests which I defend, but the barbaríana contiiiiie atabbon ii 
ezercisiuff cruelty even to tbeir own injury." 

Tlie lettcn of Bolívar to llodgson were pabliahed, with abaurd oonuncnt^ 
by Jos£ Domingo Díaz. ITow did they rcach bis banda 7 It muat be aappond 
tbat eithcr be or bis frícnds were much ín the confídence of tbe English gor- 
ernor; but lie it what it may, whicb importa littlc, onc tbing ¡a certain, thit 
Mr. lIoilgBon did not interce<le any more for the príaoners wbo were — <^<*««^ 
by Montevcrdc 1 

Amongst the officer; wbo pertained to tbe troopa of Solomon, there wm 
many wbo affimied ^* that they did not couie to carry on war, and much ieMto 
oppn^Hri the American peoplcf* and 1>eggcd of Bolivar '*to allow tbem tOKBd 
to their chiefs to ftupplicatc them to enter into a negotiation witb the VenenK- 
lan govcmment/* The conimander in-chief consentod on the spot to the petítiíai 
of bis own enemica, and scnt the presbjrter Don Salvador García de OrtigOM 
bcarcT of the documcnts, which were dirc<*tcd by the prísoners. Fortnnatriy, 
Don Joió Miguel Solomon waa commanding, and wbo styled himaélf captúi- 
general and political govemor of the province ; he acceptcd the czchangv d 
perbon for pcrson, and rank for rank, without exccpting the nuutyr a{ fidelitf, 
Don Diego Jalón, whom Monteverde hated so mucli. * 

One month and a fcw days had Bcarculy transpircd írom tbe time of BoÜTaA 
triumphal entry in Caracas, when tlicre was already l>e¡ng prepared a foiimda> 
ble rcaction. The royalists t>cgan to rocover, and to harrasa the patriotí in • 
thousiind ways. In the farthe^t liniits of New Granada, aeveral gaeñlhii 
pn>tectod by the Miyares from Maracaibo, were making ravagea, and had cok 
o(T thü communicatiou between Bolivar and thoae free people ; the TaUeyi of 
Cucúta were suflcríng from the fearful attacks of the Spaniard Barthokiae 
Lizon (a fury !) wbo, as the most barbarous of the barbarían^ fix>m the NofA 
in the middle ages, devastated all ; he drank blood ; quiet soula, innoocMe, 
pains or beaeechings, did not aíTect bis brutal character ; and he did nol coa- 
aider inhumane, the custom of stríking off the hands of children lindería 
years, to cnt open the womhs of mothcrs, and asaassinate by beta I . . . Tkt 
yallcys of Tuy 1x:held with terror the beastliness of Rósete ; and ai loe 
the contra-revolution was bcing invigorated by tbe eflforts of Bovea and 
das on one si de, Yancz on tbe other. . . . The repnblican forcea, under Man- 
tilla had been defeated at Calat>ozo. The towns which had rece! ved the pnbi- 
ots as their libcrators, were now tumed ngainst them ; a sermón from the lutá 
ignorant priest clianged opinión. That ahsurd saying, ^^ The king rqdaos 
Grod," repeated by oíd mcn wbo had ncvcr had any other doctrine, by the 
spouse and mother whose conscienccs were infiuenced by the priest. tbe oon- 
fcsBsor, the profesdor and godfather of tbe chiblrcn ; that tbreut of cxconimoBi- 
cation agjiinst those wbo carried anns against the prínce, the Lord^s annoínted; 
ogainst the monarch whose power should not 1>e rcsistcd, because it waa renH- 
ing tbe power of Qeaven, according to St. Paul. ... All thia tended tu bliid 
the re:ison of the uncducated, and causcd cnt í re towns to fight against thár 
bretlircn, and to sustain their opprcssorst. Bdlivar beheld tbis clnud chaigcd 
with lightning forming itself, and he accordingly was preparing to renst thl 
tempest He confídcd the command of the forcea in the West to Brigiditf' 
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Qeneral ürdaneta; the tctíye and brave Campo-Elias be deatíned to tbe plains 
of Calaboso. The first-mentíoned should join bis forcee to tbe colamnB of 
Gflurcia Sena and tbe militiamen of San Carloe ; tbe aecond to leonite tbe caval- 
Ty of Cbagoaramaa, San Sebastian and tbe otber parísbes. . . Tbese measnres, 
idthoagb tbey were proper, were, boweyer, only preliminaríes, wbilst be sbould 
Totum from Caracas, wbere be was going to oondact tbe beait of Qírardot, and 
in aeaicb of tbe resources be moet needed. 

Tbe tríp of Bolirar to Caracas, conducting tbe remains of tbe conqaeror of . 
Barbóla, at this time was a matter of bittor céname. Don José María Blanco 
White, wbo pablisbed a períodical in London, entitled '* El Español," made 
aevere reflections against tbese processions of bearts in nms, to tbose buríals 
" d ht heroiqué,*^ wbicb aeemed mockeríes unwortby of civilized república ; but 
he críticísed becanse be did not know bow to estimate tbat wbicb Bolivar bad 
propoeed to bimself on that extraordinary solemnity ; to excite tbe entbusiasm 
of tbe chief officers and soldiers, sbowing tbem bow mucb be appreciated 
bsaTtty, tálente, and military yirtaee. 

The oondactíng of the um wbicb contained tbe beart of Girardot was verí- 
fied in this nuumer : 

The outríders preceded tbe trinmpbal cortege and tbe nm, wbicb was carríed 
by tbe vicar-general of tbe army, and was followed by tbe national guarda. 
Bolivar nezt carne witb bis stafE^ accompanied by tbe guard of honor ; and the 
pxocession was cloaed by tbree companies of dragoons. In some of the towns 
oh tbe tranait, poetical compositions in honor of Girardot were read. . . . 

Qeneral Bolivar left tbe precious nm deposited at Antimano (a town in tbe 
Bcágbboriiood of Caracas), and at tbe solicitations of the ArcbbiBbop and Doc- 
tor Mendoza, be anticipated bis cntry into tbe capital, to retum to conduct it, 
m anión witb all tbe authoríties. 

The entry of tbe beart of Girardot took place tbe 13tb October. 

Tbe ñmeral respecta consecrated to tbe memory of tbe Granadian warrior 
heáng over, the municipality of Caracas presided over by Political Govemor of 
tibe State, Doctor Cristóbal Mendoza, and being combined witb it distinguiahed 
peiBona, tbe principal employees and an immense concoorse of people, pro- 
ckdmed in a onanimous yoice, " General Simón Bolivar, captain-general of the 
amiiea,'* and gave him tbe title of " Sa?iour of tbe Country, Liberator of Veue- 
snela." Gloríous súmame I Never was tbere seen such a spontaneons vote ; 
fhe aentiments of an assembly were never so universal Tbe act was drawn up, 
and two deputies dispatched to convey it, placing it in tbe banda of the Libe- 
lator. He received it witb all tbe due distinction, replying that, " tbe title of 
liberator of Venezuela was more gloríous, and afibrded him more satisfaction 
^lan the sceptre of the whole world ; but tbat tbe Congress of New Granada, 
tbtt Field-Maiahal José Feliz Ribas, Girardot, D^Elhuyar, ürdaneta, Campo- 
Bitas and theremaining officers and soldiers were traly the iUustríousliberators. 
^ The Congreas of New Granada," be added witb modesty, *' confided to my 
ir«ak efforts the re-establishment of our republic. On my part, I liave contrí- 
hoted zeaL I have been detained by no períl. If this can procure a place 
amongst the dtizens of our nation, tbe happy results of the campaign wbicb 
Hty ordeiB have directed, they are a reward worthy of theee services." 

Jfeanwbile, tbe illustríous Liberator, wbo did not covet ambitious bonora 
Hor oonunandf but wbo only thougbt in organizing tbe liberated people, under- 
atanding tbat a series of wars was beginning, and whose termination it waa 
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imposflible to foresee, with tbat firmnees wbich waf his chuaicter moa fhaft 
ezperience wbicb he acqnired in the campo, he dedicated his eílbits to amage 
the commissary department of the army ; better saying created it ; protridiiig it 
with fhnds, to ameliorate the condition of the soldien, to erect miHtaiy hoa- 
pitals, and to order several measnrca for the progresa of the libeimted peofde^ 
amongst other institutions in those glorióos dajs of administration and cam- 
paign, excelled that which contríbuted a worthy reward to the aacrífices of tibt 
defenden of liberty. The Liberator repeated ÍVeqaently that ^ be had bea 
called to tbe supreme authoríty to rq)air the raragcs catued to virtne, and to 
recompense merít" Guided by snob a noble sentiment, he founded tbe Hai- 
TART Order of the Liberators of Venezuela. Tbe oficial docomait of 
its institution, wbicb contains a preamble, a most exqoisite dictation ia t 
moment of entbusiasm, is as follows : 

** Notbing cbaracterizes in a greater degrce tbe insanity and arbitzariety of 
tbe Spanish Goyemmeut, than to sec prostitnteil to faror and to the chimera of 
birtb, tbe honorable emblema with wbicb frcc people have recompensed in tu 
ages beroic actions. The supremo autborlty being called upon to repúr the 
ontragcs done to virtue, one of the principal acts of power sbonld be to triboto 
to the liberators of tbe conntry an honor wbicb sbonld distinguish them abon 
the rest, creating symbols wbicb rcpresent tbcir great servicea, the gratitade 
and respect which all owc to them. 

" Vcncznela, aftcr being afflicted by as many calamities as can deraatate aay 
conntry of tbe eartb ; Venezuela, covcrcd with niins and corpses by the coi- 
Tolsiona of nature ; inundated in blood by civil wan ; when Tengeanoe aid 
tbe tyranny of the niost cruel nation was on tbe point of blotting her oat fioa 
the list of people, shc beholds herself suddenly snatched from the banda of her 
destroyers, liljerated and restored to her political dignity by the almoet slIpe^ 
natural efforts of a handful of mcn, wbo from distant points flew to her lao- 
cor. Wbo, with only four hundrcd soldiers, would haré conceived the 
cions projcct of fígbting, face to face, tbe power wbicb oppressed scren 
known to the world for their spirit of liberty ? Wbo does not recogniae ii 
this detcrmination the most beroic valor, tbe purest virtue ? And what rewaid 
could be sníficicnt to recompense such an extraordinary sacrifice f 

" The guerdon of these virtucs is not surely witbin tbe reach of hoxnan powoi 
Mankind admire them and nations recognize them. It would be the darinet 
injustice to bidé them from universal knowledge. Wby not canse to be dif- 
tinguisbod by proper cbaracters the immortal authors of the freedom of Vene 
zuda ? How deny to this illustrious republic the satiafaction of testiíyiii^te 
them her gratitude ? 

** Consideríng on tbis account, tbat the manifest will of nations is to giw 
the bigbest proofs of gratitude to tliose wbo, with their conqneiing tmoriti 
bave cut tbe chaina wbich oppressed them, I have resolved to decree, and de 
decree, tbe following : 

" Ist. To make known to tbe nativos of Venezuela tbe valiant soldien wh» 
bave liberatcd bcr ; a military order to distinguish them is instituted. 

*^ 2dly. Tbe badge of the order shall be a star of sevcn radii, symbols of the 
seven provinces wbicb form tbe republic. On tbe borders will be tbia inacrip* 
tion : * Liberator of Venezuela,' and on tbe reverse the ñame of the penon wte 
has merited it 
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' 8dly. This badge is tbe distinctíon of all tho«e who, by an tmintemipted 
\ of victories, shall have meríted the sámame of liberators. 

^ 4thl7. They shall be regafdcd by the repablic and by tbe goyernment as 
beneíacton f6 the country ; they shall be denominated with the title of well- 
desenring: they will always have an indisputable right to fight under the 
national standüds ; in concurrence with a person of eqnal morít they shall be 
preferied ; they shall not be suspended, ñor much less dopríved of their rank, 
employment or mcdals, only in case of treason to the republic, or some act of 
cowardice or dishonor. 

^ 5th]y. It shall be prínted, pnblished and distríbnted. 

" Giyen at the headquartors of Caracas, Oct 22, 1818, 8d and Ist, signed 
with my hand, stamped with the provisional seal of the repnblic, and counter- 
signed by the Secretary of War. 

** SIMÓN bolívar 
** AirroNio Rafael Mbrdibi, Secretary of War, pro íwi." 

Thns it was that the Libcrator formed men for trae glory, for sacrífices and 
for the coontry. Honor is the strength of goveraments, nnd he did not disdain 
to honor greatly those who merited it, cementing in their hearts a perpetual 
bond of love and loyalty. 

In the midst of such useful occupations, he had to leavo hurríedly the capital 
cm the fírst day of November, being called by ürdaneta in consequence of the 
nnhappy events which had taken place in the west. The Spanish General Don 
Joee Ceballoe, Govcraor of Coro, had marched out at the head of thirteen hun- 
dred men, and routed at Yarítagua the división of García Sena, which was 
commanded by the Colonel Miguel Valdez, on account of the infirmity of the 
íbnner. Such a disaster, followed by the defeat of Lieutenant-Colonel Juan 
Manuel Aldao, at Sobare, placed in jeopardy the troops at Valencia and the 
besieging Unes of Puerto Cabello ; and as misfortunes never come alone, it hap- 
pened that to the yictoríes of Ceballos^should be added those of Yanez, who, 
maiching from San Fernando de Apure with two thousand five hundred men, 
routed the patriots of Nutrias, Guanare, Obispos and other points, and took 
poflBession of Harinas, marking his progress on all sides by unheard-of cruolties.* 

Urdane'.a, pradent and cautious, halted at Gamelotal (a spot placed on the 
•ide of the mountain of Altar, which looks towards Barquisimeto), and reported 
to the Liberator, who immediatcly set out, scnding ahead to reinforce, the bat- 
taÜon of Aragua, conmianded by the Colonel Florencio Palacios. 

Bolívar was informed that on the 14th of October (the same day that new 
honors had been conferred on him at Curacas) there had taken place a bloody 
action at Mosquitero, betwecn Boves and Campo-Elias, victory crowning the 
efforts of the patnots. Agreeable news I but he also knew with doep regret 
tiíat tbe ferocious conduct of Campo-Elias, who gave no quarter to the con- 
quered, the greater part being Americans, in contradiction to the decree of 
Trujillo, had injured in a great measure the cause of independence. Such an 
eztravagant and shocking proceeding deeply wounded his mlnd. And it w^s 



* The worthy Don Juan Gabriel Liendo, military commandant of Barinas, was 
anrested there, and whom Yanez put to death, cut into 9maü pieees in the preeence 
of the Spanish oflAcers. 
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indispensable to repair tbese loMes by new trinmpba and bj rapeated acii of 
justice, to gain tbe opinión wbich already was now so weakmed. 

The mirch of Bolívar was mpid, as was necessáry in soch an nigmt 
On thc lOthf early in the morning, he was at Cabudare (a leagv 
Barquisimeto). He marched npon the enemy withont meeting anj ol 
antil orríving under his firc, which was warmly opened, the Uber^or Icadiag 
in person the attack. Aíler two houis of a stontly sustained fin, the eoemy 
wet% routed, and Ceballos was fieeing in disorder along the road to Outrní 
lie cndcüTored, howevcr, to form hís troops, and succeeded in raDying sooMef 
the dispcrsed cavalry, with which ha attacked afresh the repablicans ; then, by 
a midfortane which could never be discovered, the signal of ratreat was naex- 
pectcdly sounded ; the soldiers thought thst fresh forcee were attacking thcm; 
that thc rctreat had only bccn a stratagem, and the fearfnl cry of MU9e qnipmí 
ran through the ranks. AIl thc efibrts of Bolívar and thc chieft who aoooii|ift- 
nicd hiin, could not impele the conftuion and disorder of tbe soldierii lAo^ 
ovcrtakcn by fear, ñed wildly. Our loss was considerable, and wonld hnt 
been greater was it not for thc squadron of Ribas Djvila, who was at the áfff 
Cabudare, who covered the rctreat. 

Ceballos, who, by an unsolvablc success, had passed firom the ertzeoie d 
defcut to that of victory, did not attempt to pursue the remainder of on 
división. So acciiental was his victory 1 So little thought of and ezpeded! 
By night thc patriots arríved at the foot of the mountain of Altar, and tiMR 
Bolívar ordcred Urdaneta to reiinite those dispersed, and to take op a poñtíat 
at San Carlos. He sct out on thc spot, without even resting, to yalencú, to 
to combine forces to go in scarch of thc encmy. The Liberator mlstnMlod 
(which in effect happened) that Ceballos would put himself in commanicitíaa 
with Yanez, and that jointly they would more secare the exit of the ffi"ip*'f^ 
With this in view he pressed the preparations, and without neglecting thi 
afiairs of the interior, he rcunited the men and disciplined them as mnch u 
possible. 

Not only did General Cel>allos placo himself in communication with Tsoe^ 
but he also communicated with Montcverde and Solomon in Puerto CabeDi^ 
urging them to sally out : ** Nothing was gai'aed by leaving sach good fona 
penncil up, and, that by taking the road of San Felipe and Nirgna, they cooU 
form a junction with Yanez at San Carlos or Barquisimcto.^ The Libenttf 
foresaw this operation, certainly very natural, and immediately ordered Rite 
tf) fly from Caracas (inexhaustiblc fountain of rcsources !) with all the fíma 
he could rounite. The ordcr was as ncedñil as it was unlindted : " Do not 
regard anything,*' said Bolívar to him ; ** we need men, every one shonld coar 
bat; Venezuela shall l>e in itself a soldier, such is the fiítality of aíbi&* 
Words which recall thosc of Ilomer : 

E*ic veónjToc l^uKr. koI f /f yf^pac roXvYrrveiv épyaXifimrc. 
** In tlie moment of conflict, 
All-are warriorii; age and youtb." 

In effect Solomon marched out of Puerto Cabello at the head of ose ftot- 
sand men, and presentcd himself on the heights of the hill called ^ Vigirinn,'* 
on thc road of Caracas to Valencia. At thi.s time Ribas was marching od it 
the head of fíve hundred soldier», the greater part belng composed of stndfllfci 
of the Univcrslty of Caracas. Bolívar marched also with some forooi whkk 
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he had oiganised and diaáplined at Valencia, and on the 38d, ai siz in the 
moming, onr troops attacked tbe Spimiards, wbo reaisted for foor honre a warm 
fiíe, witbont resolving to descend and carry on the fi^ht Many of onr officen 
béhayed thcmsélTes with aach braTerjr, tbat the Liberator rewarded, on the 
íleld of battle, their coorage ; amongst othere he bestowed tbe rank of captain 
on the brevet EstaniaUo Castañeda, accompanied by flattening expressions. 

The 34th, the enemy maintained themaelves in tbeir poeition witbont deter- 
mining to abandon the monntains of Patanemo. One of the columns in the 
erening monnted to proroke tbem to combat, but did not sncceed. Tbe 25th, 
mbont mid-day, Commandant Lamprea ezpcllod tbe enemj from tbe impreg- 
nable heigbta whicb be covered on tbe left, and Colonel D*£lbuyar succeeded 
in dialodging him from all the points on tbe rígbt, whilst Boliyar and Ribas, 
adyancing againat the centro, in spite of tbe plunging fire of artillery and 
infimtry to whicb tbey were exposcd, sncceeded in ronting Solomon towarda 
nigfat, wbo, nnder the protection of tbe obscnrity, retreated anew to Puerto 
GU>ello, auffeiing beayy loases. In bis retreat the royalist left in our power 
fire cannon, a great number of moskets, ammonition, pickaxes, and otber war- 
Uke instroments. 

The Liberator marched swiftly from Yigirima to Valencia, to inangarate the 
campaign of tbe west, and to put in moyemont tbe army which wa9 destined 
to opérate against Yanez, Ceballos, and the otber chie& wbo were threatening 
this point He gave orden to Campo-EHias to leave suffident trof^ps at Cala- 
boso to defend it and bold Boyes in check, and march on with tbe romnant of 
hk diyision to San Carlos ; and he, witbont haying reposed an instant, set ont 
at mid-day of the 28th of Noyember, at tbe head of two considerable diyisions 
of iníantry and cayalry. 

He passed a royiew of the army on the Ist of December, on tbe onter limita 
of San Carlos ; tbe patriota numbered tbree tbousand armed mcn. 

The Liberator marched against Ceballos, wbom be supposcd to be at Barqni- 
simeto. 

This word iuppond^ whicb I baye written pnrposely, reyeals tbe tnie and 
nal ntnatíon of affaire at tbat time. Boliynr supposed, tbat is, he understood 
aa ezisting, conjectured, be judged, tbat the enemy was at Barqnisimeto ; he 
did Dot know it, ñor had he spies to inform him, ñor had he knowledge of 
the moyement of bis antagonista, bis poaition, strengtb and projects. None 
fiíTored tbe patriota ; the wbole conntry had made a nniyersal insurrection in 
fiíTor of the king, with the exccption of a few, yery few, weak and timid 
pácele. Opinión was antagonistic to independence ; and the Hberators 
were alone, snrmonnting perils of all classes. AíTairs went to sncb an extreme 
that all persons secn ontside tbe ranks of tbe patriota conld witbont mistake be 
ooDfádered an enemy. Of so mncb were capable tbe sermona and adyico of a 
few príests npon tbe consciences of onr pcople I How mucb roason did not 
Boliyar baye when he said that tbe moat difficnlt political problem ia, *' If an 
endayed people can be free !*' The slayish cnatoma introduced under tbe garb 
of religión to the injury of liberty, acciimated by ao many centuríea and Jesniti- 
cally praiaed afterwarda aa yirtuea and natoral excellcnce, were an insnrmonnt- 
able power. Tbe reaaoning portion of Venezuela, tbe wealtby, tbe leamed, 
dedred independence, and made aacríficea for liberty ; but tbe pcople, no I The 
grand figure of Boliyar marched np bilí, and aa if cauaing yiolenco to bis ooun- 
tiy. The armies of Boyes, Yanez, Morales, Ceballos, Rósete AntoQanzas, Lizon, 
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and of all the rude enemieR of liberty, wcre comprwed oí Americana. The inbab- 
itants, incap.it>le of general ideas, impríaoned by ignoimnoe in the nanoweit 
limit», immoTable in their unezamined obedience, which waei auíBcient ftr 
material Ufe ; they did not comprehend thcir rigbta, ñor loyed liberty, and the 
TÍtal breatli was wanting ; that is, the identity of intensta, oommnnity of ideai, 
the unión of people 1 The strongest heart would have trembled ; the deanrt 
judgmuut would haré been confoundcd at the sight of so many oppositíoDa, » 
many nb^taclos, so many errors, so many impoasibilities. BolÍTar went aheuL 
If he had not spies he had valor ; if he did not have the opinión of the people 
he had faith in the justice and greatneas of his cause ; if he waa wanting ia 
■oidiers, he made up for it )>y resolution, which supplies all fiínlta, all miseria, 
and gcniua, which invenís the measures necessaiy for the aucoeas of ondertik* 
ings. Bolívar in a superior degree posaessed two qnalitiea, which in active lifc 
makes a man capable of grcat things : he belleved firmly, and woriced wíth 
resol ution wlthout fearíng conseciuencoa. Thus wrcatling, instracting, overoon- 
ing, giving cramples of rcsignntion and constancy, scoming perita, and 1aiov> 
ing rísks, dcvcloping pnictícally and lal>oriously the spirít of liberty, with n 
incompanit)le encouragcmcnt, with tlic same energy of conviction and thesuM 
fidclity to his solé thought, that man of iron wiU continued hia work of emincí- 
pation, of democratical progress, of social influencc, of political organizatíoi, 
brínging into his power by dcgrecs the movable forcea of the people, aad 
dirccting tbcm toward the rcalization of his dctermined and inevocable 
object : Thk Ikdependknce of Sourn America I '* ^Vliat I most admin in 
Chrístophcr Columbus,*' said Turgot, *' is not that of having discovered tke 
new worUl, but that of lia>ing sallied out to search it on the faith of an ideA* 
These wonls can l)c moí^t justly applied to the Liberator, wboae ñsata tp**"'^^ 
of his nevcr having doubted to reacli that which his soul hoped for with ooo- 
viction. 

Lct US n^tum to behold him marching out of San Carloa to flght Ceballoii 
whom he supposcd to l)c at Barquisimeto. 

On the way he heard tlic )>ad news (tlicse werc now airiving I) that Ya&ct 
had taken poAACdsion of the town of Araurc. Farther on, he was informed tbfll 
which he had already suspi.Krted, tliat Ccballos had marched to form a jonctioa 
with Yaftoz. ... He then changcd his plana, and set ont toward Aranrt 
leavini; two squadrona of ra\ alry at Camoruco to preserve the communicatiooi 
with San Carloí^, which in any othcr manner would have been intercepted bf 
hustilc bands and gucríl^is. 

On the 3(1 Decembcr the patriots crossed the river Cojedea. . . the 4th tilMJ 
campcd on tlic plain in the ncighborhood of Araure; having the enemyii 
vicw, on the hill which ovcriooks the town. They numbered 8500 men. 

At daybreak of the 5tli, as it was sí'en that the royalistsdid not occupytiüir 
position of the anterior <lay, not knowÍD<; whether they had takcn up tiüir 
quartcrs in the town or had retreuted. the Liberator ordcred that the vangoaid 
which was coinmunded by Colonel ]^Ianuel Manrique, reinforced by 400 hoiMi 
ahould proceed toward the hill to reconnoiter the poaition of the enemy. 

Manrique was not to accept battle. 

Our troops, mcanwhilc, had iipproarhed nearer to the town, and aeeing thit 
the enemy <li(l not oiTupy tlie town, they followed on the road of Acarigna. 

Ceballos hud taken position at the foot of a forost-bound mountain, and had 
hidden his troopa. The forcst protectcd hia ílanka and rear, and a amaU laki 
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in fWmt prerented the attack of our infantry by that point Besides, he was 
■npported by ten artiUery pieces ; and in any emergency, he had hU retreat 
aecnred. 

The republlcan yangoard at Uist discoyered the enemy ; as Manrique had not 
■een aü his forcea, he approached nearer^ perhaps imprudently) to ducoyer them 
better; and when least thinking of it, he beheld himself attacked by a nume- 
lona body of cayalry (1000 horsemen) who cut him oíT. Manrique brayely sos- 
üdned himaelf^ bat in yain. The yangaard was destroyed, all the chaseeon 
were lanced (they numbered 500), not one of them haying been seen to tom 
bick to flee. When the noise of the cannon was heard at headquarteiB all 
fmmgined what it was. The second diyision marched ont to the rescue of those 
engaged, and althoogh it proceeded rapidly, the misfortune had already taken 
place. Manrique, along with fiye or siz officere more, had hardly managed to 
escape. 

This unhappy eyent caused the position of the republicans to be most diffi- 
colt. Their best inñmtry corps had been deatroyed, and cyen many horses lost. 
There was no reserye to support the operation ; the soldicrs inexperta, the 
greater number recruits eyen m the use of arms ; the country bostile ; the 
xoyalists in high spirits at the destruction of our yanguard. . . . The battle 
which was to take place that day could haye fatal results for llberty I But the 
influence of the Libcrator reanimated the zeal of the soldiers, and they opened 
the fiíe with the greatest intrepidity in spite of the repeatod discharges of the 
artülery, which dcdmated them. The combat was furious. A portion of our 
oayalry succecded in causing disorder among the enemy's infantry, but the 
other, composed of fresh recruits, stupcfíed in the midst of the fíre, not know- 
ing how to manoeuyre, was on the point of breaking to be totally destroyed, 
when the Liberator, by an unczpectcd moyement, decided the action, routing 
the enemy so completely that the few who remained flew in all directions, leay- 
ing in our power more than 1000 muskets, ten fíeld-pieces, a great amount of 
^ccie, forty cases of war, four flags, 800 prisoners, etc. . . . 1000 killed were 
ooonted on the fíeld of battle, amongst them Don Isidoro Quintero, who had 
been secretary to Ceballos. 

Boliyar situated his headquarters at Aparición de la Corteza, and from thence 
dispatched seyeral diyisions to occupy Harinas, Barquisimeto and other points 
of tiie West. The material of wor he caused to be transported to San Carlos, 
and without loss of time he left for Valencia, at which city he arriyed the 8th, 
at eight o^clock at night. 

He went to combine the operations, which were to be undertaken againsti the 
phalanxes of Boyes in the plains of Calabozo.* 

Meanwhile, official reporta were recciyed that Ceballos and Yafiez had fled 
to Nutrias by way of Guanare. In eíTect, YaAez embarked for San Femando ; 
Ceballos for Guayana, along with some officera. They sayed nothing. 



* When the news arriyed at Caracas of the yictory of our arms at Araure, the 
Mithoritlcs wished to giye a testimony of their generous character, and gaye llberty 
to ninety-six Spaniards and islefios who were confined in the prison. This took place 
the lOth of Deoember ; on the 12th eighty-one Spaniards put in liberty oat of those 
who were confined at La Guayra. The greater part of those released took up arma 
agúnst their benefactors (see the "Gaceta of Caracas" No. 28, corresponding to 
the Uth Deoember, 1818). 
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At tbe batüe of Árame, memorable feat of arms, in wbicb the most intrepid 
Tálor was crowned with the most signal victory, all the Boldiers, officem and 
chiefs made tbemselves worthy f)f admiration ; but there was a battalion which 
was particularly distingoished bj the conferriug of the title of '* Cooquerors 
of Araure," and to which Boliyar presented a flag. What was the motiye of 
such an honorable distmction ? We remember that the sonnd alone of the 
signal of retreat, executed by a drummer, place<í oor inÜBmtry in irreparable 
disorder at Barquisimeto, the extraordinary eíTorts of the general-in-chief and 
his brave offioers not being sufficient to remcdy it Of the relies preserved, 
another battalion was formed at San Carlos. Bolívar, who had been extremély 
irritated by the unpardonable conduct of the in&ntry, gaye it the title of 
^ battalion without ñame,'' and did not allow them a flag until they ahould 
win it on the battle-fíeld. " The battalion without ñame," mortífied by thia 
degrading treatment, determined to gain a famous one and to take flags ñom 
the enemy. At Aranre it composed the centre. Eight minutes had not trana- 
pired ÍTom the time they opened their fire, when they already had possessioii 
of a flag, throwing themselyes with heroic intrepidity upon the triple Spanisli 
Mne of formidable artillery, infantry and cavalry. Boliyar, who beheld them 
perform these prodigies of yalor, named it ** Conqneront of Aranre," and on 
the day following the yictory, in a reyiew, he presented them a flag, aaying : 
" Soldiers, your bravery yesterday on the fleld of battle has gained a ñame fiv 
yonr corps ; and in tbe midst of the fire, when I beheld yon triamphing, I pio- 
claimed you *' Conqnerors of Aranre." Ton have taken from the enemy flags 
which were at one moment yictorious ; yon haye gained the cclebrated one 
called ^ The Inyincible Kumancia." Carry, soldiers, this flag of the repuWc. 
I am certain that yon will always follow it with gloiy. . . 

The battalion received the flag from tho hands of the Liberator, with a con- 
cert of joy and enthusiasm, giying yi\'as to the genins of yictory.* 

On this same act the commander-in-chief conceded the title of *' Valiant 
8quadron of Dragoons " to the dragoons of Caracas, whom, in nnmber of 
aizty or cighty, attacked, at fhll gallop, more than 1000 of the enemy's cayaby^ 
who were endcayoring to cut through our Unes. 

The Liberator announced to the ]>eople of Venezuela the yictory of Aranre 
by a beautíful proclamation. Speaking to the Americana, he said : 

'* The army of Tafiez, flattered by the partial adyantages obtained in the 
West by the Spanish troops commandcd by Ceballoe, inyaded the defencelen 
proyince of Borinas and the towns of Caracas, Tuy, Aranre, where these two 
priiyñpal heads of tyranny combined their forcea, with which they belieyed 
themselyes able to destroy all the proyinces of Venezuela. In efiect, the tem- 
blé solitude which reigna in the towns they occupied, the tears of some un- 
happy womcn for their huebanda, fathers and sons aasaasinated, and whose 
bodies are to be found, stabbed on the highways, diacoyer manifestly ihm 

* It la remarkable saya the ofBcial report which waa printed in the Buüetin of 
the lAherating Army, No. 27, that the same body of in&ntiy from which the oom- 
nmnder-in-chief quitted the ñame and their flags, which antil then they had carried, 
fot their conduct at Barquiaimeto, auoceeded in regaining one and the othor at the 
hatüe-fíeld of Aiaure ; and after they had stood the fire of the enemy firmly, lean, 
ing on their lancea with which they were armed, to change them for the muaketai 
which they wrenched from the enemy on the battle-fiéld. 
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prQr}flctB, which were tbose' of a general extermination of the inhabitants. 
Proyidence, irritated by so many outragee and crímes, has allowed that many 
haye perished by the edgc of the Tictoríons sword of justice in the fields of 
Araore, and that its miserable remnants havo fled from oor tenitory, followed 
by the infamy and the ezecration which their crimes ríchly merít. 

^* Inhabitants of Yeneznela I AJÍ the soldiera who supported the oppressors of 
Barínas and the West have been destroyed. The yictory of Araure, which has 
reduced to nothingness the most numeróos army with which they have as yet 
threatened us, has caused to &11 from the hands of your enemies the sword which 
they 80 cowardly grasped for their opprobrium. The good cause has triumphed 
OTer the eyil one ; justice, liberty and peace begin to confer on us great favors." 

It Í8 singular the royalist wríters cannot discover the cause of the defeats of 
Yi^^iima and Araure. Díaz, in speaking of the fonner, says : ^ The royalista 
abandoned their podtions, together with the greater part of their ammunition 
and proYÍsions. Nevcr has the cause of this unexpected abandonment been 
known." In respect to the second, he frankly confesses the defeat and adds : 
^ In one day the fruit of so many yictories was lost. The oríg^ of this unhappy 
diapersion is yet unknown, and which all the efforts of the (Jeneial Ceballoa 

oonld not nstrain.** Now as it ia not giyen to him to cast blemishes 

upen our laurela, the meicenary writer doee not. find the motiye or reaaon of the 
loiit of his own. 

That ignoranoe ia an efi&ontery which piOTokes indignation. 



CHAPTER XI. 

END OF THE TEAB 1813. 

BBPLT Or BOUTAR Ul AKSWIR TO THI COMPLIMIim DIUMCTED TO H» FOB TEM TICTOKT OT 
ARADU — OONMDBSATION — BU LBTTBR TO THB COXOBIH OF KBW OEAXAOA — IDBAB «T 
BOLITAS DPOX TBB UNION OP AMBRICA TO BBSIST lUBOPI — OONSPIBACT OP TBB SPANIABM 
AQAINST MONTBTBRDB — BND OP H» CARBBB IN TBNBBCBLA — BOTBi— MOBALB — BCLP 10- 
UCTBD PROM MARINO BT THB LIBBRATOR — BBIBP ITBOKBi OP TBB PBB WUCB DBKmW 
SOMB OP THB BA8TBBX CHIBP8. 

THE commandcr-in-chief was contented by the victory which he giined Ofcr 
the enemy ; beholdÍDg himaelf free írom the trouble, which was natmally 
inspired by two combincd armics, who wore threatening the exiftence of tha 
newly-flcdged republic. Complimented by bis secretmries and oflbxn of Ui 
stafi^ be retumed them sincere thanks ; and that their hearU ahoiild not ba 
cooled, in tbc middle of the loyal expression of his acknowledgment, he nid 
then : " It is trae that our lil^crating arms have vindicated Venezuela ; the laigeii 
army that has as yet attempted to subduo us lies stretched on the battlefield; 
but we must not yet repose : other glories await us ; and when onr countiy'B toíl 
shall be entirely free, we will march out to fíght the Spaniards in point of Amcficaí 
where thcy rule, and cast them into the occan. Liberty shall exiat under tfafl 
protection of your swords.'' Admirable words, which were reprodaoed by Aa* 
tonio Muñoz Tebar, Secretary of State and Foreign Afiairs, in the report he 
presented at the termination of the year, and which reveal the stnpendoaa par- 
pose which was entertained by that extraordinary genius I 

From the commencement the Liberator had perceiyed clearly the Tastnen and 
intrícacy of his work. He was to carry on war, creating armies ; he ahooid 
libérate America, forming an opinión which did not exist. It waa neccMvy 
that he should inspírate the feeling of the country and dcstroy the power whidí 
oppresscd it, not only in Venezuela, but in Kew Qranada, in Quito, in Pero, be- 
cause one alone toas the country of all the American»^ its people united by tba 
bonds of mutual misfortunes, and bccause no nation should remain in bondi^ 
elavery heing a cáncer which spreidn throngh and devour$ the entire hody» 

But what was the position of affairs that he should entertain so many hopeil 
The triumph of Araure, it is trae, had been complete, but our people offiend 
unfortunately an example of stupidity and abberation singular in the annab of 
the ciyilized world. I have already mentioncd something in the foiegoiag 
chapter. The extortions of the royalists overran the limit of wickedneea ; tibor 
chie& liyed upon thcir heavy fines and scandalous pillage; they asMasinated ftr 
yengeance, for bate, for pleasurc ; they outraged the reduced and desoíate httár 

lies ; and so many crael and unsupportable measures did not prodoei 

(15«) 
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in the people npriñngs of irritated sufforing, ñor waa tbere eren Bufficient food 
to cftfue them to fityor the patriota and increaae oor forcea. The Spaniards held 
secure their military roada and the line of their operationa ; they formed deposita 
cyf proTÍBÍona and warlike effects, whilst the dominión of the independents moet 
oommonly did not extend any íurther than the narrow limita of their qnartera. 

Qreat calamity of thoso times I Such was the condition of the populace 

and ignorant people, who, without any discretion, favored the oíd slavery which 
they had known from their birth, and repelled the liberty offered to them by 
the Idberator I To the inexperience of some was joined the absence of nnity, 
the want of moral adhesión, and the evil instincts of others ; to the perils of 
war was united the weakness of the conTictions of many ; along with the threats 
of Spain and her agenta, it waa necessary also to haye in mind the reyersea, 
treasons, errors, ríyalries, indiscretions, obetacles of all classes, the scarcity, the 
want of resources, the snares of the people against which brayery is useless. ..... 

Who, then, does not maryel at the parpóse of redeeming America with such 
basenessf Who does not admire the wonder of that constancy, the temper of 
ihat inflexible sool, to which eyerything was easy, feasible, conqnerable, in 
treating of ondertakinga of liberty and glory ? 

Gigantic are the crcations of a gigantic heart In this we haye the 

ezpianation of the sublime conceptions of the Liberator. 

Being impreseed, howeyer, by the fact of beholding his coontrymen compos- 
Ing the royalist armies, combating in the ñame of a tyrannical and imprisoned 
king, and opposing themselyes to the triumph of the sacred cause of the coun- 
try, and after he had referred to them the yictoriee obtained oyer Tanez and 
Ceballo, he said : 

^ We haye meanwhile to lament an eyil sensible enough ; that our country 
ahould haye lent themselyes to be the hateful instmment of the wicked Span- 
iarda. Disposed to treat them with indulgonce, in spite of their crimes, not- 
withstanding they continué in their wickedness, and others giyon up to nfbbery, 
haye placed in the deserte their residence, and others flee to the mountains, pre- 
fenring this hapless £ite, instead of retuming aroongst their brethren and taking 
lefuge undcr a goyernment which labore for their good. 

" Hy sentiments of humanity haye been unable to behold without compassion 
the deplorable state to which you haye becn reduced, Americans, aUowing 
yoorselyes to be so easily led to enlist under the banners of the assassins of your 
leDow countrymon. The legitímate goyemment of your country opens to you, 
for tho last time, the gates of happiness. Chooee, fellow-countrymen, either to 
come to enjoy fireedom under an independent goyemment, or to perish miser- 
ábly in the foreste, yictims of a just persecution. I giye you my word of honor 
to forget all your past fitults, if within the lapso of a month you retum to your 
firesides. Under this safeguard, sacred to me, you will be able to take possession 
quietly of the good which the country ojffeni you, and you can afterwards aspire 
by your good conduct and useful seryices to the considerations of the goyem- 
ment of Barcelona and Guayana. The armies of Spain, numerous and haughty, 
haye perished ; as kiUed on the battle-field, prisoners in our fortresses, they 
croeeed the ocean onty to increase by their misfortunes the splendor of our 
lariumphs. 

*' What could not be done by the numbers of the Spanish troops, was effected 
by the disturbances of tho people, ezcited to sedition by some Europeans. 
llie rspidity of our conqueats was forced to stop before the increased number 
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of the bofltíle forces, which were sprínfpng up on all ñdes; md more batffai 
haya been fought for the occapution of Venezuela than to free her, wbca her 
terrítory wos bristling with Spanish bayoneta. 

** Fortune following the steps of the army, has canaed H to frinmpb in íbity 
battles. At one mnnufnt she abandoned oor flaga, and the repnblican anna 
wero defcated at Bobare, Yarítagua, Calabozo and Barqninmeto. Miafortmiea 
which have been of Denrico to Veaezucla in obtaining. If tfaere are anj 
amoDgst you who will yct rusist thls opportunity to enter into oider, it i 
be tiíat he is a monster, unworthy of all gencrofiity, and onght to be 
doned to the Tcngcance of the law." 

General Bolivar ncver allowed to paan nnheeded aa opportunity to Thinifcit 
hi3 seDsibility and generosity. A thousand magnanimoua and mercifol acta 
adom bis long and eztraordinary career, whilst that, on the part of the royal- 
ist4, tlie chronidcH of the time do not recall a single act of humanity, in oon» 
pensation for 80 many crucltiea, for so much eztermination and death. 

Tlie Liberator reported to the Con^jT^as of New Granada the reconqncat ot 
the freedom of the West ; he detailcd some of the facts which be deemed 
worthy of special mention and ended with these eloquent and fevling Mntcnoei: 

" The lí1>erating amis havc in onc momcnt destroyed the power of Monta- 
verde, and carrícd yictory írom the Magdalena to the immoital actiona at 
Mo9(|uitcro and Araure. 

** On the battie-field of Mosquitero, more than 1,000 men of tbe Spaaiih 
anny lay stretched in the dust, thus paying their rash audacity ; almoet at ths 
same time, on the heights of Bíirljula, at Los Trincheraa, and on tbe billa of 
Vi<nrími,the ezpedition recently arríved from Spain, dishonored the bannen of 
that nation, by shameful defcats. which aíforded us three celebrated yictoriea. 

**If, on any occasion, the warlike yirtucs overeóme numbers and chance, it 
was on the plains of Araure, where Ccballos and Taftez combined, at the bead 
of 8,700 men, suficred the most complete defeat, dimming the Inatre of thár 
former succcsscs. More than 7,000 werc fighting on one and tbe otber ride; 
the welfare of the rcpublic depended upon the result The auperhomaa 
bravery of our Roldiors inclíncd the balance in favor of oor arma, which in oae 
moment rcduced all to nothing. 

^* The f\ni and most agrceable advantage obtained by the victory of Anaie,ii 
that of having clearcd the way for niy Communications to Your ExoeDency, aad 
the illustrious Granadanian people, l¡l>eratorB of Venezuela. In order to preveotí 
in future, ol)8taclc8 of this class, I bave adopted the most energetic meaanni 
to secure tlio safcty of Barínas and the westem portion of Caracaa. Gíarág 
known by ezpcríence that this is the portion of Venezuela most anbject to 
diáturbances, I wish to eradioate the sced of these seditions ; and in place of 
the wcak govcmment which hns nursed them, I have appointed g^vernors, at the 
same time military and politic^l, who, at the bead of armed forcea, will restzaia 
the disturbors, and shall defeat the imiptions which are caused by the Spaa 
iards. I Imve thought it convenient that I should, in this case, change tbe in- 
structions of Your Excellcncy, for in them Your Ezcellency haa ncver pn- 
scríbed to me, a conduct incompatible with the safety of the people whidil 
should libérate. I havc not l>ecn able to fulfíll the vicws of Y. £., availing 
myself of the otficr mcans which Your Ezcellency had marked out to me. 

^* Notwithstanding the independcnce of Venezuela is secured, I foresee ths 
end of the miasion with which the generosity of Your Ezcellency thoogfat it 
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to hcmor me. I am preparing already, £n>m tbe field on which I am now 
campcd, tUe convocation for an aaaembly of reprcflontatíyeB, elected by ttae peo- 
pie. Witta thi8 I haye folfiUed the orden of Tour Excellency ; I will pat the 
seal to your geneioua viewa by leaving deposited with the Repreeentatiye 
Congresd the sceptre of power with wldch Y. E. armed my handa to chaatiae 
fhe tyranny of my conntry. 

^ The poesesríoD of snpreme autboríty, so pleasing to the déspota of the other 
continent, has becn for me, idolatrous of liberty, the most wearisome and hate- 
fnL The eyident períl of the comitry imposed on me the law of exercismg it; 
becanse only with it could I, in our weak state, resist the shock of the enemiea 
and conspirators. Let my ooontry then retum to fulfíll the destinies to whidí 
áhe had been eleyated by the fore&therB of her liberty. Let her retum to be 
hi^py mider the shdteríng laws which were decreed by her august representa- 
tiyes, and that magistrates appointed by a popular and l^timate election, be 
the depositaríes of the rights, to preseire them in all her dignity and glory.'* 

^ I repeat to T. E. what I haye declared in my proclamations : I ahall not 
letain any part of my authoríty, although it be the people themselyes who con- 
fide it to me. Hy only ambition, which is that of combating for liberty, will 
be satisfied by any destination which will be conceded to me in the army whidí 
will opérate against the enemies. 

^ I haye the honor of being, T. £., etc., 

«bolívar.'» 

Early in the moming of the 20th December, the Liberator set out for the 
Une of Puesto Cabello to reyiew the fortifications erected by the Chief Luciano 
D*£lhuyar ; írom Puerto Cabello he retumed to Valencia, and from Valencia 
be accompanied the Archbishop Don Narciso Coll and Pradt to the Villa de 
Cura. This prelate was making his pastoral yisit, and the Liberator pressed on 
bim the necesídty 6f cementing the people in the principies of firatemity and 
enlightened religión. 

From the town of Cura, he trayeled to Caracas, where he arriyed on the 
nigbt of the 29th. 

In that moment he dcyoted himself to dictating measures for public safety, 
for military and dyil organization, for increase of incomes, and did not rost 
nntil moming. It was necessary for a respectable army to subdue the insuzgenta 
of the plains. which threatened with their lances to wound the heart of the 
republic ; and to this Boliyar dedicated himself in preference. « The &tigue8 
of war hayo not yet commenced," he repeatod, íbreseeing undoubtedly the 
formidable éncounter, in which were to be shed riyers of blood ; « but we will 
oonquer. The seed of liberty, which is now sown, should giye its frui¿ If 
ihere ia anything which is neyer lost, it is the blood which is shed for a just 
cause.'' Wonderñil to say, in the midst of these arduous cares, one of which 
alone was sufficient to take up all the attention of the most expert and able, 
tlie Liberatur still found time to occupy himself with the relations of the re- 
maining people of the liberated portion of America. His ideas on this point 
were extraordinary, and more than all, at this epoch, with his searching perepi- 
cuity he sounded the abysses of the ñiture, he oyerran the continent, and tiio 
intrigues and ambitions of Europe, caused to conceiye a yast, and to a certain 
point, impossible plan, but which was represented to him as the necessary 
counterweight for the equilibrinm of the uniyerse. Aa no historian haa made 
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these thÍDgs known, great under all concepta, my readen periimpa wiD tlmk 
me fbr offcríng them a copy of some paraj^pbs fW>in the report of tbe aecre- 
tary of foreign affaire, datcd Slst December, 1818. and published in tbe SOth 
number of tlic ^' Gaceta de Caracas^" a rare docnment, and alwaTs more pn- 
cioua. It reads tbus : 

" WitU respect to New Granada, tbe polícy of Your Exceüency (he ^K>ke of 
tbe Liberator) bas not alone conduced to contract onr alliance witb her. It pre- 
tenda more ; to forin from 1>otb regions a nation. Considerations of tbe gntt- 
est importance cause tbis mcaaure to l>e indispensable. The interest of New 
Granada, our own, tbe vicws of tbe cuhincts sufficicnüy maniíésted on tbis sab- 
ject, oblige Y. £. to accelcrate tbis step. Onr forcé shall apring from tbit 
unión. Tbe enemies of tbe American cause will tremble before such a fonnidar 
ble body, wbicb unítcd will resist tbcm on all si<lea. Power and the interior 
proapcríty will arríve to its culminating point, when our elementa of powcr 
and prosperíty, directed by one impulse, ave caused to agree to firm a graad 
total. . . Wliy cannot New Granada and Venezuela form thcmaclre» into a soBd 
reunión ? And eren, wby cannot tbe wbole of Soutb America rennite under ai 
only and central govemment f Tbe lossona of ezperience affordecl abould noC 
be lost on u$t. Tlie spectaclc wbicb Europc now oJSera to us— deluged in Uood 
to re-estuMisb an equilibríum, wbicb is always perturbc<l, sbould coirect our 
poliry to protect it from tbese bloody dungera. . . . We now find ouiselres in 
tbose bappy dispo.^itions of ])c¡ng able to give, witbout difflulty, to our policr, 
tbe motion most convcnicnt, Your Exccllcncy, wbom America bebolds rictoii- 
ouB, wbo Í9 the glory and bope of bis fellow citizens, is the one most pmper to 
reunite tbe Totes of all tbe Southern rcgiona, and occupy younielf írom thb 
moment, forming at one time tbe grcat American nation, and protect her froa 
the evils wbicb the system of govemments bas brought on Europe. 

** Aíter this continental equilibrium, wbicb Europe seeka, where at leaat, it 
aecms, sbe sbouM fínd it in tbe bosoni of wnr and disturbances, tbere is anotbff 
equilibrium, sir, and wbich affects u.^ all : the cquilibrium of the nniverse. 

'* The anibition of tbe nations of Europe bringa the yoke of slarery to tbe 
rcmaining portions of the world, and all tbese portions of tbe worid shonld 
try to establish tbe equilibrium between them and Europe, so aa to dcstroy tfae 
prepondcrance of tbis last. I cali tbis the equilibrium of the universe, and it 
fihould entcr in tbe calculations of American policy. 

" It is necessary that the strengtb of our nation be able to resist aucceraínllj 
all the aggressions wbicb may be attcmpted by European ambition ; and tbú 
colosBus of power wbich should oppose itsclf to that other colossus, cannot be 
formcd witbout the reunión of all S4nith America as one whole nation, ao tbat 
one gijvemmcnt can apply its grand resources to one cnd, wbich is that of 
resistance, witb all of them, the fureign attempts ; in the meantime, that it 
ahould intcríorly multiply itself witb the mutual co-operation of all, will de- 
yate US to the climax of power and postenty." 

I do not treat here of contradicting ñor of alBrming theae ideaa ; I have OB^f 
wished to otfcr to my readers a dcmonstration of the eleyated riewa of the 
statesmcn of that time, and principaily of tbe Liberator, who, far írom trem- 
bling for bis own cxistcnce, ñor fearíng tbe future, conceived írom the battlo- 
field thü thought of restraining the incrcase of Europe, and to oppose to her 
scandalous usurpations the resistance of tbe whole of America combined mider 
one flag, to the cause of common indcpendcnce and of right ! The mind doei 
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not reach io undentand, bnt the thougbt waa noble, the design magnani- ' 
idoimI 

'* lo magnÍB roluiss^ sai est" 

Sach waa the átate of affidn towards the end of the jear 1818 ; Boliyar knew 
tliat the regiment of Solomon which aet out fíx>m Puerto Cabello for Coro, had 
almost all períahed on the way bj oiiBpeakable prívations ; but neither did he 
Ignore that the loyalists had eotered Calabozo, after having completely defeated 
Colonel Aldao and his thonaand men, hen)icall7 but oseleasly immolated on the 
•kar of the country. 

The campaign of 1814 had already opened in dark and gloomy colon. In 
Venezuela only the smoke of battles was to be aeen. Deplorable condition of 
human natnre which mostly has in perspectiye miafortune and sorrow I 

Atthis time Don Domingo de Manteverde, the h&néjieent reeonquerar^ deposed 
íirom hÍ8 command, and maltreat^ by a council of Europeans installed at the 
fiK^ry of Puerto Cabello (December 28th), embarked along with his staff for 
Curi^cao. 

Kíaerable end I 

The atupid captain-general had aown the doctrine of insubordination and 
xebellion, and now he reaped the írnit of his immorality and of his scandalous 
oonduct 

" Nerer more,** saya Baralt, '^ did this weak and good-for-nothing man retum 
to the country to whose unprincipled and debauched conduct Spain should 
attribute much and more principal part in the loes of Venezuela." Reatrepo, 
oopying from Baralt, adds that, from ^* Curacao, Hontevcrde passed oyer to 
l^min,'* etc. Both historíans are in fault. Monteyerde retumed to Venezuela aa 
■oon as the triumph of the Spanish arms allowed him. He dwelt at the town 
of Haiquetia, separated from public affairs, comprehending by tMs time his utter 
inaufllciency ; in his presence Don Juan Antonio Rojas Queipo pronounced the 
fímcral oration of Tanez and Boyes, on the 14íh of February, 1815, which 
onition was printed at Caracas in the printing-housc of Gutiérrez, Monteyerde 
de&Bying the expenses ; and not only did he dwell in, but he took possesdon 
o^ conñscated property of the patriota ; enjoying that which did not belong to 
hún, and presenting them to his friends as if they were legaUy acquired goods. 
Bead the letter he addressed to Don Salyador Moro, and the original autograph 
of which I hold in my possession. It is as follows : 

** Maiquetia, October 29, 1816. 
** Setufr Dan SalwidoT Mbxo : 

'^Dbab Sir:— By your esteemed fayor of the 25th cunent, I haye known 
with pleasure that my relatíye and agent, Don Femando Monteyerde, had in 
my &Tor aold at auction a farm, by which I am now paid of all my credita 
against the treasury. I had already been informed of this by this same person, 
aa aleo of the deep interest which yon manifested in it ; I retum yon my most 
grateifal thanka for ao much kindness ahown, and I place at your disposition 
tbia fiurm, and all that dependa on my acanty ñumltiea. I wish you the greateat 
aatiafiíction in your new employ, and that you may bo aasured of the feelinga 
of affection and reapect of your humble seryant, 

^< DOMINaO DB KONTBYBBDK." 

In addition I will aay, that Monteyerde embarked at La Qoayra the 7th oí 
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Jüly, 1816, on board of tho ship " Egpennxa,** wbidí, in tlie eooiiNaiy of 
twentj-five merchant veseels, and conroyed by the lirig-of-war " Tigre," set hQ 
for Cádiz. Whilst ai sea he was forced to remove, along with Rojas Qiiiq»3, 
to tbe '* Tigre," as the mainmast of tbe ship bad been strock by li giifainig^ 
cansing a Icak by whicb she filled and disappcared in the sea. 

Honteverde absent, and Solomon destroyed in the anenals of Cora, Üun 
remained Boves in possession of Calabozo, on the point of falling with hii 
'^ llaneros '* like a torrent upon Aragua and Caracas. 

This point now demands that I should make known who and what iha nev 
Atila, whose ñame, coupled with the horrible and memorable haroc by which 
Yenczncla was derastated, may serve as an injury to tyiants^ Let ns see who 
was this Boves whom Diaz and Torrente depict as the greateat of the SpaaiA 
chieftains who sct foot in America, and who in reallty was notfaing dse thaa i 
blood-thirsty savage, who cravcd for human blood, and who foiind pluMUii 
only in the devastation and dcatli of AmericVns. 

The truc ñame of Boves was José Tomas Rodriguez. A native of Gijon, ud 
by profession a pilotas mate. 

During tbe years of 1808 and 1809, he practised piracy, and rescdted inbcíag 
condemned to the prison of Puerto Cabello by a sentence which dedared lúm 

On bis arrival at tho place of bis punishment, several Spaniards (the I 
Jove) interested themsclves in favor of the young Asturian, and his 
was commuted from the pr»on to a mere confinement to the limita of the dl^ 
of Calabozo. Thus was justice dispensed in this poor America ! 

At Calabozo José Tomas Rodriguez was employed at a haberdasher't itai^ 
when the revolution of 1810 broke ont. 

TVishing to oblitérate his former conduct, which bore such an ugly stain, he 
chonged his ñame, and callcd híraself BoDet, 

At the beginning, he adbercd to the revolution, speaking ill of tbe SpimtrdB 
agalnst whom he surely entertaincd resentments, although oi^ust ones ; 8fie^ 
wards he was put in prison for causes which I ignore, and was stUl in priHB 
when Antonanzas entercd Calabozo in 1812, and placed him in liberty. 

Boves came out of the jail like a wild beast, buming with rage. 

His savage and blood-thirsty character carried him into the war. He fiNned 
some cavalry, and was at San Juan de los Morros, and at Aragna displayiag 
his wickedness. At this epoch all Spaniards bclieved theniselres aathoriiod t» 
recruit and command forces. It is unnecessary to say that each one conftDed 
on himsclf the rank he wished, and their ezploits consisted in moideiing the 
innocent and dcfonceless Colombians. 

On Bolivar's entry into Car«ica8, Boves proceeded to Baroelonmy wbon the 
Spaniah General Don Juan Manuel Cagigal was in command ; hnU he ftuiBg 
the attacks of the liberators from the West and the East, who by qpporile 
roads, some had arrived at Cumand, others at Caracas, he marched to Guayos 
On Crossing the Orinoco, Boves manifested to Cagigal his wishes of : 
on the terrítory this side of the river, in order to harass the insuigeat 

Cagigal praised the thought I and Boves stayed as chieC withont say 

one to answer to, scarching at his will victims with which to satiate his fíny. 
There also remained with him, with tho samo view, Don Francisco Tomas Mo- 
rales, as the socond in command ; an isUño so wicked that eren Boree fomd 
him to be tUroeiaué/ 
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One and the other were daring and nntiring ; but between them existed the 
difference that Borez murdered systematically, haying Bworn to tbe destrnction 
of tbe Americana; Morales asaaasinated for pleasure, finding relisb in buman 
aacrifioea. Boyes was paaaionate, inexorable ; Morales, ongrateñil, stupid and 
enyioufl. Both were a tembló scoorge (JtagéUum Dei) wbicb Qod laoncbed in 
hk anger against unbappy Yenezncla. 

Whea these men made tbeir appearance at tbe bead of 4000 " llaneros," and 
oitered Calabozo, añer baying defeated tbe braye Aldao, BoLiyAB repeated witb 
uigency to General Marifio tbe solicitation for belp. ^ 

The East was intact ; Marifio free from all attention. Notbing seemcd more 
praper tban tbe two generáis sboold combine tbeir eJQTorts, and advised of tbe 
common pexils to join tbemselyes to canse it to disappear. In tbis manncr tbe 
liberty of Yeneznela wonld baye been complete and secnre. Tbe prcssíng so- 
lidtade of Boliyar for tbe co-operation of Marifio, is weigbed by General Blanco, 
an ocular witneas, saying : *^ bis entreaties were eyen written witb tbe blood sbed 
cm cor batüe-field." Ñor did be forget to flatter tbe self-príde of tbe Eastem 
chieftaiD, cansing to influence in bis coming to tbe West, bis glory and con- 
TeDience. 

But Marifio did not stir. His troops wbo were able to resolye tbe problem 
of independencOy renudned in tbeir quarters. Tonthful, bandsome, and gracefhl, 
bf&ye witbont ostentation, of free and easy manners, Marifio was just tbe man 
to gain tbe good will of people, and be was beloyed by all ; bis soldiers wor- 
■Mpped bim ; led by bim tbey woold baye come to Caracas and fongbt at Cala- 
boro, at Valencia and anywbere ; and joined to tbose of Boliyar, tbey would baye 
eamly de^troyed on tbis occasion, and foreyer, tbe enemies of tbe republic ! Bnt 
Kaiifio was ambitions, and bis solé idea was tbe snpreme command. He did not 
oontest tbe glories of tbe Liberator (altbongb be bad bis own, and yery brilliant) 
Imt he did not wisb to be leas, and songbt by tbe artifidons inaction, tbat Boli- 
Tar, pressed by tbe drcomstances, sbould recognize bis autbority and snbmit to 
hú orden. 

Of how many sorrowíul and disastrous eyils was not tbis blind and obstínate 
liyaliy the canse 1 

Along witb Marifio were Piar, an ardent follower of the reyolntion, intrepid 
and Indcy ; Yaldes, an officor of honor; Armario, Azcne, Yidean, men of en- 
cigy, and more tban all José Francisco Bemndez, a man foll of yalor, of an im- 
ponderable audadty, witb an aspect and ontline of body, not for tbe dress, bnt 

in itsélf tmly manly and soldierly Each one of these chieftains were 

wrosth an aimy, and if Marifio bad condescended I 

Bnt it had been decreed that tbe year 1818 sbould cióse amongst anxieties 
snd x>eríl8. What will be tbe íate or tbe republic in 1814 ? 

BoUTAB, witb his enligbtened and penetrating mind, had fathomed tbe dcptb 
of the eyÜB wbicb could bappen ; but, " formed as the firo from Heayen to sÜne 

In the midst of tempests,'* notbing terrifies bim ! no obstacle detains 

Iplm and if adyersity yidts bim, wben most cruel tbe proof, so much 

moro sirengthened and wortby sbáll wo bchold bim come ont of it 
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1814. 

nocuoixoi or thb Sd or jaxuait at saii feaxciboo di casaca»— tp 
or MixDOKA, or lODiiQün DOHixoun, or alsüiu— dbcisiov or ms i 

DI POIBTO UOO. 

THE cclebratíoD oí the most august act abone ont íirom the dmwn of tibe jht 
18U. 

A popular aasemblj, iacb aa bad ncrer been seen befbre in Yenaniélti odhd 
together by order of the Liberator, to pronounce jadgment opon hia coadae^ 
tumed onawarea into an aatonisbing acene. 

On tbe ene band atood fortb tbe virtues of the hero ; hia moderatka, hh 
imaelfiabneea, bis generoaity, soeking no greater reward than glorj ; hia poStial 
aad military talents ; on the other, tbe purest sentiments of a people^ lora mí 
gntítade displayed tbemselTefl. . . . 

Tbe cali was scnt fortb on tbe first day of January, for the followiiig dif ; 
the place, San Francisco, being tbe point marked out for the meeting, and the 
oorreaponding noticea being sent around to all tbe magistratea, cofXMnate 1 
and the citizena in general, by meana of official adTÍcea, placmrda and 
mationa. 

Tbe gathering waa immensc. Tbe day dawned bright 

At ten o^clock in tbe moming, tbe Political Goyemor Doctor Ghrirtopkr 
Mendoza, waa presiding over an assembly eesentially popular. 

Tbe most agreeable satiafaction depicted itaelf on tbe coantenaiioea of d. 

Wben General Bolivar carne forward, the applanae waa intense and naiM 
eren the pitcb of deliriom. 

What an entbuaiasm 1 The bearts of all swelled amid the a n e e t e at bopeL . • 

Tbe noble act of disinterestedness and generoeity of the oonqneror in üb* 
mittíng bis conduct to tbe judgment of tbose wbo owed thdr aU to Um, ini 
tfaeir bearts, filling tbem witb amazement . . . which bnrst forth <wfifiM¿lw ^ 
into Tiras and fitmtic shouts of praise. 

And, indeed, what more beantifiíl dgbt can there be, than that of a mtáK 
witb tbe valor of Reinaldo and the yirtaes of Washington, wbo la the oljiA 
of bis cncmies' respect, and of tbe trust and gratitude of hia frienda, ooaiif 
forward to gire an acoount of bis condnct after haying not only gaiaed M 
secored the tdompb of tbe most boly of causes ? Sic pulekra^ anU ip 
fuérunt talim tuqvs ad arígiMm : neyerbefore bad there been witnened i 
•o grand and admirable I 

(164) 
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Bat, aboye áll, the nglit of that áll-powerftil dictator, becoming the first in 
Soaih America to pay bis bomage and bis snbmission to the sovereignty of iba 
people, prodaced a profoimd sensatíon. Tbat sublime act of lofty rcpublicaii- 
ism, waa tbe brigbt and convincing sign tbat naarping tyranta could never 
ezist on American soil. And, say wbat we may, fh>m tbe immortal Boliyar 
liaye we received tbe flrat and tbe most effoctaal lessona in noble disintercsted- 
nesB ; fh>m bim bave we learned tbe religions sanctity of patríotism, tbe inez- 
liAiistible love of independence, tbe reyerence for jnstice, and tbe forcé of pene- 
Terance. During tbe long and bloody struggle agalnst Spanisb power, in tbe 
midst of tbe conquest made by tbe eonntry oyer osorpation, and by mind oyer 
limte forcé, be taogbt os to be fiee and to loye botb glory and yirtne. 

Around bim abone fortb otber men bom of tbe reyolution ; but, amid tbe 
dasb of arma, in yictoriesas in reyerscs, in tbe midst of tbe maze and fearfnl 
preparation of armies and for campaigns, be was tbe one wbo, witb pleasnre 
«nd Idndness, gaye ligbt to some ; rooaed tbe yirtne of otbcrs, and kept bum- 
ing tbe bope of all. From bis moutb came fortb, as from a fonntain of life, 
aalntary comiséis; from bim were bcard at all times flattering words aboui 
Hberty, abont rigbts and guarantees, about tbe majesty of Congress, about lawa, 
utíonal dignity and fidelity to tbe great principies of tbe reyolutíon. 

BoKyar was tbe unwearied teacber wbose lessons baye brongbt fortb tbe 
choicest froits for all America. Liberty is our soyereign, be taogbt os to loye 
her; and witb bim we learned to defend ber. 

The aesaion baying been opened amid tbe most profonnd silence on tbe part 
of tbe spectaiors, the Liberator aróse and said : 

•*ClTIZKW8: 

** Hatrod to tyranny cansed me to leayc Yeneznela, wben I bebeld my eonntry 
lar a aecond timo enslayod ; and from the distant confines of tbe Magdalena, 
loye íor liberty has led me back to ber, oycrcoming all tbe obstados wbich 
oppoeed tbemselyes to tbe marcb wbich was condncting me, to redeem my 
coimtry from tbe borrore and oppressions of tbe Spaniards. My bosts, accom- 
poDied by fortune, baye taken possession of all, and baye destroyed tbe enemy. 
Yonr cbains baye passed to your opprcssors ; and tbe Spanbb blood, wbich 
•taáns tbe battle-fldd, has reyenged tbe shades of your sacrificed countrymen, 

*• I baye not giycn yon fi^eedom. You owe it to my fellow soldiers. Contem- 
p1«te their noble wounds, wbich yet sbed blood, and recall to your memory tbose 
wlio baye perisbed in battle. I baye bad tbe glory of directing their military 
yirtae. Ndther pride ñor ambition for power baye inspired me in tbis under- 
táking. Liberty fircd in my bosom tbis sacred flame ; and tbe spectacle of 
mj ftllow dtizena expiring infamously on the scaffold, or grroaning under 
diiiiiia, cansed me to imsheathe tbe sword agaiost tbe enemy. The justice of 
tila canse joined under my banners tbe brayest soldiers, and just Proyidence led 
IB to yictory. 

**To redeem yon from anarchy, and to destroy tbe cnemies wbo attempted to 
gortain tbe party of oppression, was the reason that I consented and preseryed 
ioreieign power. I baye giyen yuu laws, I baye organized for yon an adminia- 
tntion of jnstice and reyenues, and finally I baye giycn you a goyemraent 

** CinzEirs:— I am not the soyereign. Your representatiyes sbould form your 
Iíwb; the national reyenues do not pertain to bim wbogoyems you. All tbe 
depoaitaries of your interests sbould render you an aocount of the use tbey 
hm made of them. Judge witb impartiality if I baye managed tbe demento 
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of power, for my own eleration, or if I haye sicrificed my 1Í&, mj feelingí^ aO 
my time to coDBtitate you into a nation, to incroase yonr monrooB, or mon ao 
to créate them. 

*' I long for tbe moment to tranamit this power to the l epg ea cn tatiTeiy wlddi 
yoa should ñame, and I hope, fellow citizena, that yon will ezempt me from a 
ilestiny wbicfa some of yon are able to fulfiU worthily, aUowing me tbe honor 
to wUich alone I aspire, which is tbat of continuing to figfat yoor mnmmJÉm^ ai I 
shall nevcr sheathe my sword as long as the liberty of my ooimtrf is noC cooi- 
plctely secured. 

** Your glories acquircd by tbe expulsión of yoor oppreason were daikaed; 
your honor was compromised ; you bad lost it, having succombed to the yoto 
of the tyrants. You were tho yictim of a wickcd yejigoance. The intereiti of 
the State were in the hands of bandits. Decide whether yoor honor hae htm 
replAced ; whether your chains haye been broken ; whether I haye eztcnniíi- 
ated your cnemies ; whether I ha ve administcred yon justioe ; whether I bm 
organizad the treasury of the rcpublic. 

'* I prcsent to you three justifíeil reports firom those who haye been the oigm 
ttirough whom I haye cxerciscd tbe suprcme power. The Becretaries of striB 
will make you seo whether you haye again rctumcd on the theatre of the worid; 
and if all nations who alrcady bad consídered you annihilated, retnm to ñx 
their cycs on you, and to contémplate with admiration the efforts yon mike to 
prcfter\'c your cxistcncc ; whether these ycry same nations can oppoee themadya 
t(i protcct and rccognize your national fiag ; whether your enemies haye beoí 
di:*stroyod on as many occaaions as they haye presen ted themaelyee against tbe 
urmics of tbe rcpublic ; wbetber placed at their head I bayo defended yoor 
sacred rigbts ; whether I haye employcd your treasure in your defenoe ; whette 
I issucd rules to oconomize and Lacrease it ; and whether eyen in the midst of 
tbe battle-fíelds and tbe fury of combatía I haye tbougbt of yoo, and of pladDg 
tbe foundations of the edifice which consti tutes you into a finee, happy aad 
res|>ectablc nation ? Answcr, finally, whether the plans adopted will cause Ihst 
repuhlic to be raiscd to tbe bighcst grade of glory and happiness." 

Tbe reports of the tlircc secretaríes were rcad aloud from tbe fomm ; tbe 
pcoplc liy a dccp silence showcd tbe great intcrest with which they wishedto 
inform themsclyes of tlic actual statc of their aff.iira. The reading being OOB- 
cluded, tbe ciyil goycmor 8tepi>cd forward and spoke ñn follows : 

" Whiin I rcprescnt to rayself a youth who, included in the ignominy wfaick 
covcrcd all bis fcllow-citizcns on the downfall of the republic, conoeiyes tbs 
project of libcrating it witbout any otber assistancc than a passport which tha 
unwar}' Monteyerdo placed in bis hands ; when I scc lúm lond st CartagCBSi 
and cndcayor to realizc it witbout any otber recoursc than bis sword, in thi 
quality of a simple adyenturcr, at tbe time that proyince, with the ezceptáonof 
t!ic capital and braye city of Mompox, was prostrated under the yoke of Ú» 
cunquerors of Santa Marta ; when I obseryc the fortune of hia ondettakñigi 
and tbe rapidity of bis triumphs at Tenerife, Guamal, Banco, Chirignuifti 
Puerto de Ocana, etc., etc. ; and tliat in less time than it woald take the poiti 
be givcs freedom to the proyinces of Cartagena, Santa Marta and Fam|doB>i 
nnd in a ccrtain manner to tbe whole of Terra Firme ; when ñom the noit 
elevated of the mountains of New Granada, I remark that at the roice of Bofi- 
yar tbe republic of Venezuela shows signs of lifc, and comes forth fiom the 
tomb ; that he destroys its opprcssors at Cuenta, La Grita, Bet^oqne, CarM^ 
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Kiqmtao, Birínaa, Barqnisimeto and Tagoanes ; and fínallj, when I remember 
the new campaigns which victory bas crownod against the obstinacy of the 
reiiiforced enemies at Barbóla, Trincheras, Yigirima and Aranre, my imagina» 
tion is oonfounded by the greatness of the object, by the happineaa of the exe- 
cotion, and by a thoosand gloriona accidenta which constitute the Liberator of 
Yenesnela a hcro worthy of being placed alongside of the immortal Washing- 
ton ; and who, in a certain manner, ha» gained the bravery and military sdence 
of him, and the wisdom and statesmanship of his companion Franklin. 

*^ But it is not in this, sirs, that the trae g^reatness of tlús incomparable man 
conaists ; hia merit, his heroic yirtue, is ciphered in the act which you now 
behold. Invested with the snpreme power, which has been placed in his hands 
by the mass of drcumstances to which yon have listened in the documenta 
which haye jnst been publicated, and now no longer at the head of a handñü 
of men, badly armed and ondisciplined, as the one with which he undertook 
hia joumey, bat of an army formidable and inored to war, in respect to the 
oonntry he convokes yon in a mass, collects by his order this angust assembly ; 
mnd for what reason ? To render an accoont to the people of his military and 
political condact, to make a solemn acknowledgment that the authority he 
ezercises does not pertain to him ; to convince yon that he is not a nsnrper of 
your ríghts, retuming to yon the reins of goyemment which arms and fortune 
had surrendered to him ; to make known to the whole world that not only the 
oíd continent, ñor the northem portion of the new, have produced the yirtues 
of republican genius. 

** Notwithstanding, I yenture to announce in the ñame of this illustrions 
people oyer whom I haye the honor of presiding, that it would be exposing 
onraelyes to a new ruin, ií^ in our present poaition, a substantial innoyation 
áhould be treated o^ or of a general conyention which should reorganize the 
repablic, once dissolyed by the wcakness and insubsistency of its primitiye 
bües ; and that not losing sight of the necesdty of establishing a goyemment 
and to form a rcspectable nation, wo should only for the present charge this 
same chief, whose liberality of ideas, whose actiyity and skill are so well 
known, to work immediately to form the indissoluble unión of westem Yene- 
znela with its eastem portion, and with all the froe proyinccs of Kew Qrenada, 
to whose general Congress naturally pertains the formation of the new consti- 
tütion, manifesting by this same trust our gratitude to the Liberator to whom 
for the people I retum thanks." 

The lábmtor took the floor and said : 

^ I haye not been able to listen without blushing and without conñision, that 
I should be called a hero, and be tributed so many praises. To expose my Ufe 
fer the country is a duty which all our brethren haye fulfilled on the field of 
battle ; to saciifice all to Libebtt, you yourselyee, generous fellow-countrymen, 
haye done it. The sentiments which eleyate my soul also exalt your own. 
Proyidence, and not my heroism, has operated the prodigies which you admira. 

^ After madness or cowardice had giyen you up to the tyrants I endeayored to 
depart &om. this unhappy coimtry, I beheld the treacherous one who betrayed 
yoa into his wiles, to leaye you fettered with chaina. 1 was a witness of tho: 
fint sacrifices which gaye general alarm. In my indignation I determined to* 
perísh in despair and misery, before I would witness the outrages of the despot. 
I fled from tyranny, not to saye my life, not to hide it in obacnrity, but to* 
espose it on the battle-fleld in search of gloiy and Libhbtt, Cartagena, imder 
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the shelter of the republicaa bumen, wts aelectad m my aajliiin. Thii TÍr- 
tuoos people defended with arma tfacir rigbte againat an oppieMing anay, 
which had already subdued almost all tbe State. Some of onr coontiTiiiM 
and myBcIf orríved in tbe moment of tbe conflict, and wben already the Spaa- 
úb troops were approacbing tbe capital and bad intimated ita aonender. TIm 
efforts of tbe Carraqucniana contríbated powerfully towarda ezpelliDg ths 
enemy from all points. Tho tbirat for combata, tbe deain of rerenging the 
insulta of my couutrymen. tbcn cauaed me to enliat in tboae armiea, wfaicb 
gaincd ai<!:nal tríumpbs. New ezpeditíona were formed againat other pro- 
TÍneca. Alrcaily at tbat epocb I was at Cartap^na, colonel, inapector lod 
councilor, and, notwitbatanding, I aaked to aerve in tbe qnality of a ampia 
voluntcer undcr tbe ordcr of Colonel Lal)atut, wbo waa marcbing againat Santa 
Harta. I disrcgarded rank and distinctiona, I aapired for a more bononbla 
deatiny : to ab^ my blood for tbe Liberty of my conntry. 

** It waa tben tbat unwortby rívalríca reduccd me to tbe moat difficolt alts^- 
native. If I obeyed the ordera of the chicf I could find no opportnnity to 
figbt ; if I followed my natural impulae, I flattered myaelf on captnring tbe 
fortreaa of Tenerife, one of the moat impregnable of Soutb America. Hj 
aolicitation to obtain from bim tbat be abould confíde to me the diractioB 
of the undertaking bcing in yain, I thou&fbt beat to run all ríaka and reaolta^ 
and undcrtook the aaaault of the fort. Ita defenderá abandoned it to my amii 
which took poaaeaaion of it without fínding any rcaiatance, wben it conld bm 
repellc<l tbe lorgcst army. Fivc daya, markcd by conaecutive yictoriee, endad 
the war, and tbe proyince of Santa Marta waa afterwarda occupied witboot aoy 
difficulty. 

*^ Such fortúnate auccesaea madc rae obtain from tbe Gk)Yemment of New 
Granada the command of the expedí tion againat the province of Cocuta and 
Pamplona. Nothing thcre could dctain tbe impetua of tbe aoldien I led. 
Tbcy defe;ited and routed tbe enemy wberever they met bim, and thia proTinoi 
waa lll>erated. 

** In the midst of tbeae tríumpba, I longcd for tboae which abould give liberty 
to Venezuela— the constant view of all my efforta. Difficultiea could not temfy 
me, tbe yostneaa of the undertakin*^ ezcited my ardor. The chaina wbich yoa 
dragged, tbe inaulta you reeciyed, inflamed my zeal more. Hy petitiona at M 
obtained a fcw aoldiera and tbe pcrmianion to face the powcr nf Monteyeide. 
I tben act out at tbeir hcarl, and my fírat ate]) would baye diaconraged me !f I 
had not preferred your weal to mine. Deacrtions were continual, and my tro^ 
bad becn reduce<l to a yery amall number, when I obtained tho fiíat trimnpbi 
* in the territory of Venezuela. 

'^ Large armiea oppresaed tbe republic, and yon beheld, fellow-coantiymei, 
a handful of liberating aoldiera fiy from New Granarla to thia capital, conqoff- 
ing all, and rcatoring Herida, Trujillo, Barinaa and Caracaa to ita fonner pofiti- 
cal dignity. Thia capital did not requiro our arma to be liberated. Ita aabüiü 
patrio tiara had not been weakened by onc ycar of chaina and ontragea. Tte 
Spaniab tioopa flcd from an unarmed people wboae yalor they draaded, and 
wboae ycngeancc they dc3eryc<l. Qreat and noble in the yery boaom of oppio- 
briura, it haa coyercd itself with greater glory in ita new regeneration. 

" Fellow-countiymen ! you baye bonored me with the title of liberator. !*• 
officera, tbe aoldiera of the army, behold hore tbe liberatora ; bcbold thoae wbl 
jedaim tbe national gratitude. Yon well know tbe aatbon of your i 
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these Tmlorcras soldien ; theae intrepid chie6— General Ribas, wbose ralor sball 
alwajB Uve in Amerícui memory, joined to the glorióos yictoríes of lÜquitao 
snd Barquisimeto ; the gieat Giiardot, the yoong hero who made sad by his 
death the yictory of Barbula ; Migor-Gkneral ürdaneta, the most constant and 
calm officer of the armj ; the intrepid D'Elhnyar, conqueror of Hontererde 
ai Las Trincheras ; the brave commandant Elias, pacificator of Tny and libera 
ator of Calabozo ; the gallant Colonel Yillapol, who, haying fallen hcadlong 
on the crags at Yig^jima, contosed and almost expiring, did not lose his valor, 
which contriboted so mach to the victory of Aranre ; Colonel Palacios, who, 
in a long seríes of terrible enconnters, a brave soldler and calm chieí^ has 
defended with a flrm character the liberty of his couotry ; Migor Manriqae, 
who, leaying bis soldiers dead on the field fought his way through the ranks 
of the enemy with only his officers : Planes, Monagas, Canelón, Lnquo, Fernan- 
dez, Buroz and a few more wbose ñames I haye not present, and vrhose impetas 
and daring are pnblicated by Niquitao, Barqnisimeto, B&rbida, Las Trincheras 
and Aranre. 

** Fellow coontrymen : I have not come to oppress yon with my victorions 
nrns I I have come to bring yon the empire of laws I I have come with the 
pnrpose of prcserving to yon yoor sacred rights. It is not military despotism 
which can make the bappinees of a people, ñor the anthority I obtain can never 
be advantageons, but only temperarity to the repnblic. A fortúnate soldler does 
not acqnire thereby any right to command his conntry. He is not the arbiter 
of the laws ñor of the govemment ; he is the defender of its libeHy. His glories 
ahoold be gained to tbose of the republic ; and his ambition shonld be satisfied 
on completing the bappiness of bis country. I have vigoronsly defended yonr 
interests on the field of honor, and I protest to yon that I will snstain tbem to 
the last moment of my life. Tonr dignity, yonr glories, will always be dear to my 
beait ; bnt the weigbt of anthority oppresses me. I snpplicate that yon exempt 
me from a charge superior to my strength. Elect your representatives, yonr 
magiatrates, a just govemment, and rely that the arms which have saved the 
vepnblic, will (dways protect the liberty and national glory of Venezuela." 

In Buooession, the president of the municipality, C. Juan Antonio Rodrigues 
Dominguez, made the following discouisc : 

** TOUK EXCELLEHOY : 

*^The illustrious and numerous audience, which in this majestic moment have 
lieard firom the Hps of Tour Excellency bis flrm resolution, the most honorable 
that could be conceived by a mortal, of abdicating the snpreme command of a 
nation, to which rank Venezuela rapidly rises, or to deprive himself of dictato- 
rial fscnlties which the íate of war and the fortune of the country have placed 
fn tiie hands of one of its sons who has broken her chaina : this people, Tour 
Bzoellency, would bdieve themselves plunged in the most profound orphanage, 
if indoknt it should consent to such a delicateness on the part of Tour Excel- 
lency to a change to a derangement of the happy march which the public 
aflUrs have under his direction. 

** ly the last of the Veneznelans, although the humble president of the Kuni- 
cipal Body, organ of the Caraquenian people, spectator and ooncurrent in masa 
of «nch an augiost anoembly, I cannot do leas than emit publicly the votes of their 
tetttímenta. 

^ What would be ourfiite if in the present crisiawe would allow our sttentloa 
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to be dnwn firom the principal end, th€ expulmon of onr enemiea, to ouninct 
ounelYeB to organizing a representative govcrament from the fomiatíon of tlie 
censas, principal and other assemblies, ontil the tardy installment of a legulaÜTe 
corps, composed of direrse bodies, of ene or more presidenta of the Federsl 
State, and of a judicial power, to which are conseqnent, eqnal establishments ftr 
the interior and particular management of the seren States whicfa íbrm onr 6d- 
eration? 

'* It is not nccessary to be a grcat politician to foresee that we are prediÑ- 
tately running to place ouraelTCs into tho hands of our most InTeterste enamss. 
In the yery core of the country, to say so, we haye them oocapying as yet the 
fort of Puerto Cabello. On the South and the vast lands of the Llano, the 
bandit Boycs has again inyaded, and the tyrants still hold np their heads in the 
provinces of Quayana, Moracaibo and Coro. 

'^ Let US place ounelycs out of the reach of the enemy, let us ezpel them cd- 
tirdy, and thcn let our rcprescntatiye goyemment be re-established. I, as aesl- 
ous as any, that this dcsircd períod should arriye, conúder it absolntdy !■- 
practicable under these circumstances. There is no citizen who does not knov 
the same : it is a uniyersal yote : thus hayo I undcrstood it írom as many ashsfs 
herctofore reflected on this point 

" The goyemment of Your Excellency has the character proper to a dict&to^ 
ship : on this recourse to which grcat republics, the men loying most their lib- 
erty, confided a thousand times the public weal, the most of them with a Altá- 
nate exit This is the one which until now wo haye felt Then why cbangeof 
method ? Dictator thcn, Tour Excellency, in your country, complete its redenp- 
tion, and let not your attention be drawn to any object other than that oi ÜH 
extermination of the tyrants. 

** The great Washington, that tutelar gcnius, of the liberty of tfae United 
States of the North, was nothíng less than a dictator, as although there 
a Congress to which were submitted the dispoeitions of that general, the 
and succcss of those neyer underwent any reform ñor contradiction fitmi thsft 
body ; so that, in reality, he was a dictator all the time that it was exacted bj 
the State of the war, to the total conclusions of which he preserred the 
and dignity as such, which had becn giycn to him by calamitous and 
circumstances. 

** Your Excellency walks in the stops of this hero in the campaign, in bocíb^ 
and the nobleness of feelings by which without studicd artífices he has made ■ 
sec and understand that he feels as he talks and executes. With reaaon itca 
be said on this solé quality that Your Excellency is not so mach libenlor, ■ 
the HONOB or his countbt. (Frantie applau$ej) 

*' Virtuous Caracas ! know as a prcmium for your heroism that joo have hm 
the ñrst people of Spanish America who threw off tho yoke : hold «a andi thrt 
of Proyidence haying giyen yon this son of your own bosom, 

'^But, not stupid, let us not he deceiyed: the time has not as jet amitedli 
change anything in regard to the supreme command. This is my Tote; itii 
that of the municipality ; and it is that of all tho people who hear m»^ anduli 
haye perfect liberty to cxpress it, if I haye mistakenly interpretad their wilL 

*' Continué, Your Excellency, as Dictator ; complete the work of the salntioi 
country ; and when you haye succeedcd, retum to it the ezerdse of ha mv- 
eignty, establishing the democratic goyermnonf {Bepeated aeelammtimm ^ 
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The C. Domingo Alzorn, known by the penecutions and hatred towardfl liim 
of the Spaniards, for his exalted patriotísm, spoke to the concotme in the 
midst of the people, in thia manner : 

** C. Pbbbidknt ov thb Btatb ahd o. Libbbatob : 

^ Free republican dtizens of Venezuela : Yon haye just listened to the seríes of 
^oríons íacts which have triomphantly conducted our Liberator through so 
many risks and kbora nntil they haré placed him in onr midst, to plant the new 
tree of libefty and to revire the former withered to its roots by the ferocious op- 
pression of tíie treacheroos Monteyerde. Would yon perhaps belieye that this 
act Í8 redüced to listen to the gloríes of the Liberator or to make this a yain, 
ostcntation of his meríts and achieyements ? Yon deceiye yonrselyes. This is 
the first act of liberty and republicanism that we exercised, aftcr we succombed 
to the Spanish yoke. This is a solemn recognition of the soyereignty of the 
people repiesented in this honorable assembly. Do not fear listcning to so many 
Tictoríes that they, althoogh as rapid and multiplied as those of Csesar, will 
prodnce yon a perpetual dictator, as happened with that warlike and ambi- 
tious Román, who haying filled the world with admiration by his skill and 
TBlor, made himself the oppressor of his country, the hatred and ezecration of 
his fellow-citizens, inyolying them in ciyil wars, and forcing thcm to profane 
the Capítol and to stain by the assassination and the blood of the tyrant, the 
heroism of their resolution, the yalue of their liberty. We, more fortunante than 
that great and iUustríous republic, haye a hero, whose ñame will be wrítten 
together by all the ciyilizcd nations of the üniyerse, with that of Washington, 
and amongst those of Franklin, Brutus, Decius, Cassius and Oimbríus. His 
heart naturally well-formed, and not possessed by ambition, causes him to prefer 
the solid glory of conquering himself and to be for his country and fellow-citi- 
zens, not the terror, not the soyereign, not the first, but the íather, the Mend 
and the brother. This solemn act of the acknowledgment of the soyereignty of 
the people, is of all his actions, the most useful to us, the most solid and real 
glory for the liberator. The most usefiil to us, because it puts us in possession 
of our ríghts as íree men, because it secures the republic, and eleyates it to such 
a grade, and because it dissipates the just fears of a young conqueror. The 
most solid and real glory for the liberator, because who can deny»that his yio- 
tories, howeyer celebrated they may haye becn, and although they are owing 
to his skill and yalor, are lessened in a great part by fortune, clrcumstances, the 
numbers and brayery of the combatants ? But in this act of the disinterested- 
11688 of his greatness and authoríty, and acknowledgment of the soyereignty of 
the people, who can haye had part ? Who compel or mitígate him, when nU the 
forcé, all the authoríty in his hands ? It Ib then necessary to remark this act as 
the first of the republic, as the most gloríous of our Liberator, as the most useful 
to US. It Ib then necessary to remark it, I repeat, with the spontaneous and 
public acdamations of the snpreme dictatorial authoríty on the C. Simón Boli- 
yar, Bo that constituting him as our first magistrate, he may drop, as also the 
republic, the species of dependence with which he operated as conmiissíoner of 
the honorable Congress of New Granada ; and it is necessary finally to remark 
it by a Btatue (aedamations of appróbation) of Dictator, which will recall to 
him, to his Buocessors and to his fellow-citizens; to the Dictator, that his most 
farSliant glory is the presenration of the republic, and that his authoríty is neyer 
•o great, that itis not subjectto the people; to his succeasoiB the tríumphs and 
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moderatioD of the preseni, ao tliAt tbey imiUte him ; and to u Us í^ow-cftl- 
sena, love to our coontry, gntitude, obedioioe and résped to onr IMctator waá 
Liberator." 

A general acdamation sanctioiied tliia diacoorMí to which the libcntor 
replied: 

** The oraton baye tpoken for the people; the dtizen Alzara has spoken tar 
me. Hís sentiments should elévate the repablican soola. Citizens! ia Tai» 
yon endeayor tbat I contÍDue unlimitedly in the exerdse of tbo aathority whidk 
I bold. The popular aasemblies cannot reunite tbemadyes in aU yeneraela 
witbout períL I know it, fellow coontrymen, and I submit against my will, te 
receive the law wbicb círcumstancee díctate to me, being soldy, until the pal 
ceases, the depodtory of the supreme authority. Bat forther, no homan pom 
shall forcé me to grasp the deepotic sceptre, which neoessity now places in nj 
hands. I protest to you tbat I shall not oppreas you with it ; and alao that it 
shall pass to your representativcs the moment you can conyoke tbem. 

** I will not usurp an authority which does not pertain to me. People I noM 
can possess your sovereignty only yiolently and iUegitimately 1 Flee from thi 
country where only one ezercises all the powers : it is a country of slayea. Toa 
ñame me the Liberator of the republic, I shall neyer be its oppreasor. My fcd* 
inga hayc been in a most terrible wrestle with my authority. Fdlow countiy» 
men ! belieyc me, this sacrifica is more painful to me than the loss of my lift. 

** I confeas that I long impatiently for the moment to renounoe the authority. 
Then I hope you will excmpt me from all, ezcepting to fight for you. For the 
supreme power there are illustríous citizens who merit more than me your ütf- 
írages. General Marino, Liberator of the East, see there a chief worthy of ^ 
recting your destinies. 

Fcllow-countrymen I I haye done all for the glory of my country. AHow bm 
to do some for my own. I will not abandon, howeyer, the helm of State, onlj 
when pcace reigns in the republic. 

<< I beg of you not to think that my moderation is to halludnate you, to airin 
by those mcans to tyranny. My protests, I swear to you, are the most anoere. 
I am not like Sylla, who coyercd bis country with sorrow and blood ; but I 
wish to imítate the dictator of Rome, in the disinterestedness with wÚcfa hi 
abdicated the supreme power, rctumed to prívate lüe, and submltted himadf ia 
all to the rule of the laws. 

'' I am not a Pisistratus, who by artñil falladles pretends to cali forth yoar 
suffiragea, affectíng a treacherous moderation, unworthy of a republican; aad 
Btm more unworthy of a defender of the country. I am a simple dtizen, vhs 
always prefers the liberty, the glory and the happiness of my fellow-dtizens It 
my own aggrandizcment. Accept, then, the purest expresslons of my gr aü tad s 
for the spontaneous acclamatlon which you have made entltling me your ctícte- 
tor; protesting to you, on my separatlou, that the general will of the peojplí 
shall be to me always the supreme law : that It wlU be my guide in the oonni 
of my conduct, as also the object of my endeavors shall be your gloxy and yov 
liberty/' (^Oreat and unioenal oeclamationM,) 

This act conduded, by which the gencral-in-chief of the armiea of Venezoda 
and its Liberator, Simón Bolívar, Is popularly recognlzed aa dictator for thi 
time that is suffident to secure the liberty of the country ; the GoTemor nf thi 
State ordered the act to be wrltten, and to pass authentic coplea <tf it to Ki 
Ssodknoy, íbr the ñilflllment of allits parta, diaiging him tery qpedalfy, tM 
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in the ñame of tlie Venczaelon pcople, to manirest to tlic United States of New 
Gnuiada in their general Congress, and by aa many ineana as wouhl lie dictatcd 
by prudcnce, not only the acknowledgincnt and ctenml gratitiule for tlie liberty 
whicb has come to tbem by tbeir bands, and tbat tbcy considcr tliciiisclves in- 
clebted, if not tbeir ardent desires to unite tbcniselves as a wbolc nation to tbat 
well-deserving repablic, and to procecd in tbe nse of full autboríty witb whicb 
he was investcd to reaÜze said unión in tlie most prompt, finn and indissolu- 
ble manncr, as tbe Ixst proof of tbe sincerity of our sentiuicnts. 

** It is tbe suprcme honor of humanity, tlic penctration of tbe wise man joined 
to tbe brayery and abnegatíon of tbe liero.*' Tlicse words whicb Quízot wrote 
in tbe lífe of Wasliington can be admirably applicd to the Lüjenitor Bolívar; 
bccausc in eficct, be was tbe honor, the glory, and tbe fortune of humanity. 
Hy readers know wbat bapix:ne<l at Caracas on tbe 2d January, 1S14, and bayo 
leen witb pleasurc bow tbe Libcrator inculcatcd tbe republican principies ; bow 
lie educated the peoplo, giving tbem upright, practical ideas, decisiye on tbe 
rigbts whicb corresponded to tbem ; bow he 8u)»titutcd a legal ordcr cmanated 
from tbe ezcrcise of tbe common will to the law of passiye obedience, whicb 
was the social inclination tbat reigncd in the colonics. In tlú^ noble la1>or, form- 
Ing tbe uational clcmcnts, and attcnding to tbe intcrcsts of the cmancipation ; 
looking to the tcaching of the pcoplc and to the cares of glory, Bolívar aeemed 
majestic and more than human. Torrente wrítes tbat all tbis was uothing elso 
iban '* hyi)ocrisy, and artful managcmcut, aífectiition of disinterestcdneis, eíTorts 

of intrigue to contcntambítion I ^' but tbat the indcfatigable Boyes bad 

eight thousand mountcd ** üaneros^^ armcd witb lances, to go and chastisc so 
mncb insolence, and to submit the insurgent tcrrítory to tbe paternal dominión 
of tbe merci ful and august Fcrdinand, ¿A«;>^«a«ur«« (>/'¿A« toar ¿/Z. 

Torrente does not deserye any answcr. Wbcn a person arriyes to sucb weak- 
ncsses, sorrowful products of hatred on one side, and tbe most yilc flattery on 
the other, it is necessary to abandou the contender to bis basencss ! 

On the night of tbe 2d January, when all werc commemorating tbe imposing 
Bolenmity of tbe day, there was rcceiyed at tbe bouse of tbe Lit>erator the DoU- 
Un de Puerto Rico in whicb the govenmicnt gaye the news tbat ** officially it 
had received from Puerto Cabello,** and the publication of whicb was made, 
Bccording to the paper, for the satisfaction of all good Spaniards and for tbe 
undeceiying of the hallucinated. Tlie bulletin rclatcd the battle dcliycrcd in 
tbe yicinity of Barquisimeto ; it relatcd it in its manner, and pondcratcd our 
looB amongst the killed tbcy placed Montilla, D. Nicolás Castro, who wns ncyer 
in the campaign ; Tomas Muñoz, who still livcs at Caracas ; Pedro Guillen, who 

was safe and sound, etc. As Montilla was reading the bulletin, bis col- 

ocation amongst the killed was tbe motiye for wit and humoruus sayings in 
whicb be was superior. Tbe reading was continued, and the bulletin said : " It 
is also confirmed tbat the so-callcd general of the Union, Simón Bolívar, is 
wonnded." New cause for the livclíness and repartecs in which the discrect and 
tabtle minds of Bolívar, Montilla Tcbar, Mendirí and others of tbat time were 
hiippy. And as tbe Libcrator nevcr disregarded any occasion to pntcntize bis 
most intímate thoughts, he wrote in the act, in bis own bandwriting, and scnt 
to tbe Oaeeta to be published the following rcply : 

** Tbe General Libcrator enjoys tbe best bealtb and vigor, so tbat since tho 
lOtb of tbe past montb, during whicb it is believed be is wounded, witb Uia 
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accostomed actiyity, may haje gone in marches and coantennarches ftom GUm- 
dare io San Garios, Valencia, Yigirima, el Palito ; again to San Carioa, to Añore, 
to Aparición de la Corteza; again to Valencia, el Palito, La Victoria, Coim and 
ftom thence to Caracas, moro than finé hundred league». Dnring thia diort ipaoe 
be has reorganized an anny, has commanded the battles of Vigirima, has oom- 
pletdy dcfeated Ceballos and Yanez; has pnnned and di^Mned them, snd 
cntirely destroyed their diyisions. He has Hberated for the seoond time sil 
the westem portion of Venezuela and the prorinoe of Barinaa. This soldier 
of the conntry, ^so-called general of the ünion,' has made gloiy in styfing 
himself as snch, by the onanimoas vote of the poople of Venezuela, than if he 
were giren all the titles joined which the monarchs of Eorope bestow on thor 
satellites. Washington, the immortal Washington, answeied the Britíah Genenl 
Gage, who manifestod a disrogard for the rank of this American hcro, " Too, 
sir, affect to disregard all rank which is not deriyed from the same finnitain ai 
yoors ; bat I cannot conceive another moro honorable which takes its origín ia 
the incormptible dection of a brare and firee people: the pnrest and tnart 
foantain of all power." 

This bríef and appropriate reply of the liberator was pnblicated amongit tiki 
commentaries to which gare place the bnUetin, and which can be lead in tiki 
Gkoeta of Caracas of the 29th. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

1814. 

BOUTAB PBBPABn TO OPBT TBB CAMPÁIGN — TAROT HBLP OP M ÁKll^O — XXHUMAK PüRPOSB 
OP THl BOTALUT CHIirTAXNS — L068 OP BARIKAS — DBATH OP TBI XSLKKO TA5U — CAL- 
ZADA — IPAKISH GUKSBILLAS — DKPIAT OP CAMPO-RLIAS AT LA PÜRBTA — R08BTV AT TOT 
— TICTOST OP RIBAS AT LA TICTOEIA — PROCLAMATION OP BOLÍVAR— HONOBS WHICB 
TBB MüiriaPAUTT OP CARACAS DBCRBB TO BIM — BIS AK8WBR — OBSOLATIOX CAÜSBD AT 
OCÜMARB BT R08BTB — M UBDBB OP TBB 8PAKIARM AT CARACAS AXD LA GÜATRA— MAXI- 
mrO PDBUSBBD BT MüNOZ TBBAR IN JUSTIPICATIOX OP TBAT CHA8TISBMXNT. 

rE liberator had hardly disembannfised himBelf of the cares caused by the 
institation and the gOTemment, and which had brooght him to Caracas, 
when he tumed his ejes to the war which threatened to deluge in blood the 
yast extensión of our territory. He reviewed the parks and forcee nf Caracas ; 
he yisited La Quayra so as to infonn himself personally of the position and 
atete of affidrs there ; and on his rettBm he marched with the yelocity that was 
proper to him, to the besieging linee of Pnerto Cabello, by way of the yalleys 
of Aragoa and Ocmnare de la Costa, whose fort he examined on the 16th. 

On passing Sabana, the enemy opened on him a spirited fire, but uselessly. 

The Liberator had pronüsed himself that the siege of Puerto Cabello should 
now gíve the best and long-wished-for resolts, because the fleet of Cnmana 
composod of fdx schooners-of-war and a small gunboat, had already commenced 
to captare valuable prizes ; bnt on reviewing the line, as I haré said, and giying 
the most necessary orders, he was astoniahed by the news conmionicated to 
him that Colonel Arrioja, depending on Marino, had disappeared, along with 
the body of troops he commanded, at the same time that the chief of the fleet, 
along with his ycssels, which had aided so efficaciously in the blockade, was álso 
retiring by a terminating order which he had receiyed from Marino himselíl 
He was informed finaUy, that this one, on the eye of setting out at the head of 
a brilliant army to the help of the west, had resolyed to snspend his march. 

Tortored by envy becanse Boliyar should receiye the applause of the people, 
agitated by that fatal. spirit of riyaliy which is more irreconcilable than hate, 
Máiifio fell back into his former anxieties, when he reoeiVed news of the act of 
the 2d of January, and, changing his mind, he issued orders contrary to the 
Bolicited help, and which he had seemed disposed to giye. The liberator 
alarmed, called Piar to him, who was commanding the fleet, and by forcé of 
entreatíes he detained him ; he wrote to Marino a most forcible letter, implor- 
iog hi8 co-operation to destroy the common enemy, and as a man of forethonght 
he endosed in the letter an aclmowledgment of the anthority of Marino oyer 
the proyinces of the east ; a principal point which shonld íacilitate it áll, as in 
éSbct it did, bocaose Marino firom that moment remained satisfled, and b^^ 
to moye his anxillary forces. 
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ünbappily it was now already too late to Impede erito oí gnat comeqnaioe I 
The plains had been loat ; Bovea, indefktigsble, ferocioua maá unmcrcifiil, at 
the head of undisciplined and blood-thiraty bordea^ waa oocnpying CaUbom, 
and had swora to thc cxterminatioii of the Americui race; war bad beoí 
inflamed ancw io the western proYÍnces ; Yanez, the isleño, bad recioaaed tlw 
Apure and be was tbreatening Barínas with two tboosand bonenien. 

The year 1814 had dawned with bríght hopea, bat rerj aoon thcj w«R 
changed into cruel and mortal soiTeringa. 

Fatal change of things I Ordínary condition of onr natare, tliat jojí are 
dampened and altered by misfortunes I 

And the Spaniards carríed on tbeir design of ruin and American eztenDoina- 
tion, witb a wickedness of mínd so lasting and implacable, tliat tbe Blaagbtcn 
and calamities wbich history relates of Atlla and Gengiakan, aeem chikfi 
play compared witb those of Bores and bis fellow-aoldien.* 

* When Boves was yictorious in a battle, he woold aay, and witb rwa ann, ÚM If 
had gaiiied, and when fortune was adverse and he was defeated, be woold aay, sai 
also with reason, that he had not hut ; because, bis porpcae being to ezteiñiBali 
the American race, that they shoold die on one or ihe other aide waa tbe som 
thing to bis sanguinary views. On acconnt of tbis be did klU innooent peofil^ 
peaceful citizcns, children, tho infirm, those who yielded, women» soldieía. lafend 
monster 1 This parpóse of Boves and bis followers was so well known, tbat !■■ 
oommunication Octobcr 31, 1814, Field-Marahal Don Frandsoo MontalTO wúi ti 
the ministcr of war in Spain what follows : " Don José Tomaa Bores and tkiM 
who imítate him, do not distinguish betwecn delinquents and innocenta; afldi 
for the crimo (to their oyes) of having been bom in America." And nnfortuialetf 
Boves was not alone in this porpoM. Zcrberiz wrote to Montereide ftom BioGuIhi 
the 18th of June, 1813 : "Thcre is no other altemative, sir, than a militaiy gov- 
emmcnt which will put to the sword all these vile and infikmona creolea. I en 
assuro yon that not one of those who shall fall into my banda sball eacapeL** Brigs> 
dier-Qeneral Fierro, a man advanccd In years, who appeared to be endowed «Ük 
better feelings, wrote on tho 29th of Dccember, 1814, to one of bia eonntiynaa : 

" PuEBTo Cabello, December 29, 1814. 

" EsTEEMED Friend :— Thanks be to God that we have oondnded witb the W0 
of this gang of knaves who had taken refuge in the impregnable Matnrln ; Útn 
yet remain a few wandering in the monntains, and to say tbe trutb, to eztingaiik 
this American rabble, it is neccssary not to leave one alive ; and tbna it is that ii 
the last battles moro than twelvo thousand men have periahed on one and thi 
other side ; fortnnately the greater part Creóles and Spaniards Teiy imie. If IK 
was posfdble to oblitérate aü Americans it would be better ; for undeoelTe yomdC 
we aro in the case of extingoishing the whole prosent generatlon, b ec a n a e tb^ 
aro all oor cnemics, and if the people have not risen, it is beeanae tbey hava iflk 
been able, it being wondcrful to observe that the most exalted are tbosa bon «f 
Spaniards. Flnally, my dcar fHcnd, we shonld sow intemal war b e t wesn ths 
creóles, so that they may annihilate eacb other, and that we may have Icaa imf *«^ 

" If in tho remaining rcgions of America there are found many Bovca» I cu 
assuro yon that our desires shall be granted ; becanse, as for Veneaoalm, ibera ii 
not much wanting to see it realizod, as im haf>e finithed ^etíh aü vko ham prtmád 
themselvei. They have now sufficicnt to remember us for a long time. 

" You can, my friend, troéij carry on your businees on the eoaat^ as nofW úm» 
are no fears ; and if you wish to invest in tbe oountiy, we baTs han a nanber of 
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In this the conflicts increaaed ereiy momeni, aad in tha midst of so mach 
XftTage, Bolivar, whose miasion to work withoat erer allowing himself. to be 
dqectod by rerenea, was forced ooimtantly to reorganize the army ; roplace men, 
provittons and armament for the campaign ; he had to look out for aabaistenoe, 
to take care of and adminístrate to all, lamenting the fatal example of indedaion 
and want of energy on the part of oome of the chieftaina ; of indifiference on 
the part of the people, who had not as yet leamed to lore liberty. 

The inexplicable conduct of Colonel Qarcia de Sena had given up Barínaa 
to the Spaniardfl. Feigning a aally on the enemy, he evacuated the place, 
leaying a few brare man in charge of it, and after he waa ont he deviated firom 
the road and entered the moontaina. Sena, who conld haye defeated Pny (a 
Hentenant of Yanez), aa he with impnnity retreated befare him, lacrificed 
Barinaa, irhere the Spaniarda entered, lereUng all in their way, pntting to tha 
sword the eighty aoldierB who had remained thero, aa alao men, women and 
düldren, pillaging the dwellings, and reducing that beautiftü dty of ten thon- 
■and aoola to aahea. 

And whilst Puy fed hia fhry on luch a weak and defenceleaa prey, what waa 
Seom and hia troopa doing ? They were sormoonting the callejones of Herida, 
the roughest and most dlfficult of any in Yeneznela, the cavalry dismoonting, 
Ibeir honea haying been rendered entirely uselcss, it being finally neceasary to 
diaband them. Gkurda de Sena left the remnants of the troopa at Tn^iUo, and 
came alone to Valencia. What a vigorons and dedslTe military operation I 
He attompted to excuse himself in a letter which he wroto to Urdaneta the 
Slft of Jannary irom Tmjillo ; bnt howerer dangeroos may have been the 
poaition of the defenderá of Barinaa, it doea not appear that a chief who 
flaca without fíg^ting can excúlpate himself^ and that to hia miütary íault 
■hoald be added the aecret abandonment of the dty, aurrendering to the 
fttocity of the enemy thousands of patriota, modela of ralor and constancy, 
mod who emuhited in seal and generóos efforts to aare the place from the hor- 
ran with which they were threatened by that sarage and unmerdful chief. 

Yanez, enoouraged by the succeaa of Harinas, in which, as has been seen, the 
hcaTery of the enemy had no part, beaioged tiie town of Ospino. A handful 
of brayea heroically resisted the furious assault of the Spanish forces, and to 
iatimationa of aurrender made by the chief^ they anawered : " the defenderá of 
fiberty neyer aurrender to tyrants." Fortunately, on the 3d of February, dur- 
ing a acattering fíre, a bullet entered the breast of Yanez, stretching him on 
tiie groond ; and his troopa, disconcerted, ndsed the siege and retreated to 
CKiasaxe. ^ The people of Ospino," said the bulletin which related this suo- 
ceM, "fbll of fury at beholding the body of the tyrant, aaaembled, and aolidted 
the ddef of the republican troops to cut it in pioces r*^ 

Yanez waa aucceeded, by the nomination of the officers of the diriaion of 
Apare, by Lientenant-Colonel Don Sebastian de la Calzada. 

tema to adl, which can be procored with the greateet commodity. Calcúlate it 
and gtre notioe to your intímate friend and attentive aeirant, 

« Uajxvkl Fudeubo." 

Thia Fierro waa repute^ aa a good man ; amongat the Bpaniards, aa the heat 
Reader, what do you think of thia ? 

(In the ** Gaeeta de Caracas " of October 11, 18S1, the foregoing letter waa pub- 
Halied.) 

• Joae Yafiei waa a natire of Canariea. He waa for aome time employad la a 

10. 
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Unbappily U w&a now aln^y tao late to Impede erili of great i 

he plolna had been Intii ; Boveif inde&tig^ble, ferodoiu t&d imaicrclfii], I 
ae bead of undiscipÜDed and bload-thir^ty bordes, wtA oecnp^riog ^ 
jid bfld Bwom to tbo citeroiiQAtlon of the Americ^ii mee ; war tud b 
infl&med ancw in tbe w estera proríoced ; YaAez, tbe IsleQo, btd rccrowcd 
Apure And he was th reaten ing Barinaa wítb two tbotuiand honemeiL 

The jeñT 181i had dawned wítb bngbt bopes, bat Tery bood thj^ w 
changed i oto cruel and mortal aufferíngs^ 

Fatal ebangc of tbings I OrcJinarf conditiOD of anr nature^ that jofi i 
dampened and altered bj mi afortunen I 

And tbe Spaniarda carríed oq theix de«!gn of rulii and American 
tioü, wítb & wickedaeaB of mínd so lastíng and implacable, Üiat tbe i 
and calamities wUicb hhtory relatea of Atila and Offligi^an, 
play compared wítb thoae of BoTca and hía fellow-toldkia.* 



* Wben BoTes wat rietoriom In a battle, he would mj, and witb leaaoo, Cl^lr 

had gmned, and wben furtune was adverse and be wai defeated, he wotild m^, i 
alao witb reaaon, tftni hs had nríf l^txf ; becauw, bis pnrpoi© beluff te i*it«naía 
tbe American race, that tbey ibould dia t>n one or tbe otber aide waá £h>' 
tbfng to bb Banj^mary TÍcwa. On ac^mnt of tbU he dld klU Innoo': 
peaceñil citisona, cbildnm, tbo iii£rm, thoetj who jlelded, women, aoldlem 
monsier I Tbb) parpóse of B^ivi» and his folio wera waa ao well known, Üud 
eommunlcutípn October 31, 1814. Fidd-Marabal Don Franctaoo Honulti} i 
the mlnístcr of war in Spain what ftíllowa : " Dnn Joae Tomas Buveí tiá 
who Imltato bim^ do not distinpfuisb biitween delinquenta and innoccuía ; 
for tbo crimo (to tbflr ejes) of bavlng bív^n bom In AmeHea." Aad i 
Bovcfl WBJ not alono In tbis purpoee. Zerborli wrote to Montererde frcm 1 
tho I8th of Juní?, 1B13 : " Tht*re íh no lUbor alternativo, bít. tbaa a 1 
emmcnt which will pat to tbe Bword all these vile and infiamoiu t 
aasure joa tliat not one of tboao wlio shall fall into my banda ahall c 
dler-Qeneral Fierro, a man advanccd in ycara, wbo appeared to b» 
better feelinga, wrote on tbo 29tb of Deccmbcr, 1814, to one of hia ^^^ 

** Puerto Cabello, ^^®^^^^^^ ^^ 
" EsTEEMED Friend :— Thankfl be to God that wo have condxaj^^^^^^ 
of tbis ^ng of k naves who had takcn refupre in the impregnAYí;^ ^ 
yet remain a few wanderínjj^ in tbe moun taina, and to aaj the Vi 
thia American rabble, it Í8 ncccHsarr not to luave one alive ; a^i 
tbe last battlcs moro tban twt'lve tbousand mcn bave pexVi 
othcr side ; fortunatoly tbo pfreater part Creóles and SpanV:^ 
waa posffible to oblitérate all A nurícans it would be better ; C« 
we aro in the case of extin^ubing the wbole present flr&^ 
are all oor encmies, and if tbo people havo not riscn, it ii 
been ablc, it being wonderful to ob«ienro that tbe moat e-a 
Bpanianls. Finallj, mj dear fricnd, wo ahonld low int 
creóles, so that tboy may annihilate each othcr, and that "wr^ .^^^ 

" If in tbe remaining rcgions of America thero aro 
aaaure you that our desires sball be granted ; bocaose» 
not mncb wanting to seo it realizod, as tM haré finiéheA 
theméel^ei. They haré now safiicient to rcmember us ^^ 

" Yoa can, my fríend, froely carry on your businoaa 
are no feara ; and if you wiab to invost in the countr^r .^ 
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Who WBB this man, and by what principies of moral and raapect wat he 
inyested with the command ? This may eaaily be underatood by saying fhat m 
the ycar 1810 he was a soldier in the battalion of tbe qneen, waa Jndged aad 
arre^ted for a thcft practised at the house of Dr. Don Felipe Fennin Fud, 
being frecd by the insnrroction of the 19th of ApríL Calzada was one amongst 
thofle who with most fury pillaged and devastated the aoil ; his fint eany ood- 
sisting in retaming against Ospino and redncing it to ashes. 

Immcdiatoly he took postcsdon of Aranre and threatened San Carlos. 

At thifi date the coantiy was literally infested with royalist gnerrillaa, who 
strewed dcstmction, pillage and violencc on all sidos. Carlos Blanco lordsd 
over the south and to the west of San Carlos ; Ramos was at Sarare ; the saiags 
Millet, a Catalán, one of the most sanguinary men of whom there are memorici, 
hanv«8ed San Felipe ; Reyes Vargas, Oberto and others were iode&tígable st 
CoM, at Barquisimeto and Tocuyo ; Calzada and Pny ocenpied Barinas ; Hsii- 
caybo and Gnayana continned to be the arsenal of the royalists ; Botcs sad 
Morales werc at Calabozo. Thus all junction of the indcpcndents waa diflleolt, 
snrroundcd as it was by periU, and on many oocañons imposdble ; and tbe 
headquarters of the Liberator seemed, by foroe of such drcnmstanooSi ss if 
abandoned to its own and scanty resonrces. 

To thía mountain of evils came to be added the fatal defimt of the actioB of 
La Puerto, in which Boves completely triumphed orer Campo-Eliaa, 8^^711; 
in his immense masses of ** llaneros " on horseback. Such a saocesa opeoadto 
that gcnius yomited from hell, the gates to the valleys of Aragoa and dase oa 
to Caracas. To sccure still more the ezit of his yictoiy, he causad a straag 
column undcr the command of Rósete to advance by the road of Loa POon0^ 
with the yiew of operating in the ralleys of £1 Tuy. Rósete in eflbct tosk 
possession of Ocnmaro amidst blood and horrors, causing assaadnation efeaia 
the temple of God, and npon the holy altar on defenccless persona who thm 
begged pity and pardon. What ferocity I What thirst for blood t llie 
that arrived from all parts could have bcen resumed in these solé worda, 
it¡f and death / * The reaction was barbarous, more so than bait>aroaa, inqnoni 
and without pity. Happy those who were buricd within the asylom of tfcór 
dwellings ; bccause tho rcst, more unfortunate, should strsw with their boa« 
the fields of Venezuela aftcr haying sprinkled them with their blood, lor the 
crime alone of haying loyed justice I The witneases of these sonowa and tor 

haberdasher's store at Caracas ; at the breaking oat of the reyolation, he weat ti 
Barinas, and there he joincd the army, and made himsclf an implacable eagmj d 
all the Americans. He was a man of low birth, unedncated, of eyil intenttaaa 
All kind of cruelty was iamiliar to him, and Quasdalito, Nutrias, lUrfny^ QnsBaii 
and Ospino, remember his ñamo with horror. 

* " My mind is consumed," said the Spanish biahop CoU and Pradt In Us efidí 
" and my soal can sapport no longer tho wcight of so many eyila. Theít, lapiae^TO- 
lage, homicides and assassinations, conflagrations and deyastations ; the Tiqíls 
yiolated, the tears of the widow and orphiui ; the íather armed againat the ioa, 
the danghter-in-law quarrellng with tho mothcr-in-law, and each one searchingfv 
his brother to kill him ; the congregations dispersed, the piiests fogitiyei^ tbe 
bodies Btrewn on tho highways, tliosc heaps of bonea which ooyer the battl»£d^ 

and 80 moch blood shed on the American soil ; all is oontained la inj 

heort. Qreat God I is Venezuela, pcrhape, that bloody Niniye, at laat destroifBd 
■and leyelled to the groond T " 
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tnns of that déluge of blood, those who li^od c^jected and breathing that 
mtmosphere fall of a ragae terror, a mortal Buspense, either thcir liyes wero 
■hortened or they snocnmbed. Cor situation was painfol, and with more rea- 
■on than Edward III of England conld we have exclaimed : '* Fire and stoel 
deroor na. The Lord has drawn his bow, he has prepared hia sword and 
■hakea it aloft We are about to disappear from the snrfkce of the earth 1'* 

Now that we have mentioned aboye the ñame of Rósete, and whose beastly 
ttcta we shall haré afterwards to curse, let ns know who he was and with what 
precedente had he shown himself in the theatre of tho war. 

** In the year 1812, Antonanzas found him ín a miserable grocery store in;the 
town of Tagnay, liring more npon the kindness of the people than upon his 
trade. Being a Spaniard, he was put in command of the town of Camatagna, 
by the fiíst assassin of Calabozo and San Juan de los Morros, and from that 
moment onr grocer, dropping the stupid and lazy exterior, with which he had 
eoyered his affected humility, he did not now think of anything else bnt of 
difltingaishlng himself by his zeal in the persecution of the patriota. When 
fhe Liberator took possession of Venezuela, Roseta retired to the interior of the 
plains, and put himself at the head of a band of robbers ; aílerwards he waa 
nnceasing in his attacks upon Orítuco, Camatagua, Taguay and other towns to 
the Bonth of the Cordillera ; now he crossed it for the first time to threaten the 
espita], to protoct the invasión of Boves and to surpass him in his horrible 
Tangeances. How was it possible that with such men any negotiation for peace 
or nconciliation could be carriedout? What points of oontact were thero 
between them and the patriot chieftains, however cruel these last may have 
been sapposed to be ? What plan, finally, military or political, could be con- 
oeived by such heads for the ^od of Spain or her colony ? One was a pirate, 
anoCher a base and Ignorant serrant, who from a petty thief had ascended to 
be a military chieítain, and the last a worthless tavem-keeper ; and in such 
men unhappily were joined encrgy, actinty, the principal pprt uf command ; 
the honorable Ceballos, the kind, pious and merciful Correa, kept themselTes 
in the subordínate state, from which they neyer issued, as it always happena, 
Yirtne is modest and crime daring." * 

The defeat of Elias at La Puerta, caused terror and defection on all sides, 
«nd the agitation and fear were increased by the appcarance of Rósete at El 
Tay. Bolirar alone, who drew forth from misfortunes new vigor, greater en- 
conragement, and whose strength, like that of Hannibal, shone forth more 
btüHantly in reverses, disposed the plans of resbtance. He was at the beeieg- 
fng lines of Puerto Cabello when the fatal news of the defeat of La Puerta 
«Rived ; and although it was said (and truly) that Boves had been severely 
wounded, he took the greater portíon of the troops who garrísoned the line, to 
march towards Valencia to repel the numerous and victorious hosts, which were 
about to íall, like a devastating torrent upon Caracas. He ordered at the same 
Üme tíiat the oolonel of engineers, Colonel Aldao, shonld fortífy the narrow pass 
oi Lft Cabrera, and that Campo-Elias should make himself fínn there ; he dis- 
patched Lieutenant-Colonel Mariano Montilla with instructions for General 
Bibas, who was at La Victoria ; gave notice to Urdaneta that he should send 
him one of the bodies in his división, and he himself set out with all the troops 
lie oould collect to observe the enemy. 

* 

* Histoiy of Veneauéla» VoL L 
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TVIicre WBB Marino f What was the anny of the Eart doing masnwliik^ 
wbose help opportunely solicited, waa dow more than ever so precióos f If 
he had put himaelf in moTement before, or if be had left promptly, he eoold 
harc succorcd the Liberator in the conflict in whicb he waa plnnged; bol, 
toward the end of January, he stíll remained at Aragna de Barcelona, and he 
caused hia army to march slowly, álthougb with the motto inspiring enthiiriaHa, 
** it Í9 neceaaary to die or destroy the tyranta.*' 

It was evident that Boyes would attempt to march opon Caracaai, and 
píete by a final stroke the dcstruction of the republic beíbre the tnMipe 
the East should arríre ; but it was indispensable to check him, and to efade 
the blow at least nntil Marino should be adviaed of the períl, and ■dTann 
with bis columns. 

The 12th of Febraary, at 8 oVlock in the moming, Bores íhrionaly attaffcofl 
La Victoria. Long and bloody coml>at in the rery atreeta of the dty; a 
ble fire which vomited forth desolation and death on all aidea I . . . It wi 
a flght, bnt a haroc. All around Ribaa, the soul of deñsnae, hia bert 
were falling; he himself had three honca shot under him. At foor o'dock in 
the ereníng La Victoria offered the yiew of a raat cemeteiy. Saddenly a dcBH 
cloud of dust was raised on the side of the yalley. . . . It waa Eliaa, who vm 
ooming to the help of Ribas. He sent Montilla, a yonth of great qualitiea aad 
encrgy, to break the linea of the enemy and fíiYor the incorporation of thi 
reinforcing column. All was ezecnted with as much impetuoaity aa aooooii 
and before the lapse of an hoor, the rira« to liberty announced the defeat of 
the royalists. lÜbas marched out of the city, and taking adrantage of thi 
farorable moments, he drove back all he met, he swept away, disponed the 
enemy and remained mastcr of the Ixittle-field. Botcs and hia bordea, who had 
suffered the loss of 1,000 men, aitnated themselves in the rery neighboihood of 
La Victoria ; they there formed a junction with a large reaeire which had 
to them ÍTom CIm^ and they promiscd tbemselyea to soon take lerenge. 
Ribas did not allow them time ; because at day break of the 'I8th he 
them on thcir own heíghts with snch encrgy that they were miable to 
and they abandoned thcir position in a disorderly flight, by which the 
can arms, had sccured the most brilliant victory. ArtUleiy, ammioútkie, 
amall arms, horses, baggage, and cTcn the book of orden of BoTea, tíl iale 
our powcr ; no prisoners were taken bocanse the atrodona oondnct of tte 
tyrant was the cause that our troops gaye no quartera 1 

The fame of tbis yictory was spread on all sidea. The Libefator aanonBoedit 
to the world in that sublime style and fiery eloquence which waa inhennt ia 
him. Speaking to the soldiers of the yictorioua army of La Yalendaí he «id: 

" 80LDIEB8 : 

'^ Ton, in wbose breasts the loye of conntry ia auperior to all other ftfl&^ 
haye gained yeaterday the palm of yictory, raising to the moet elerated giads 
of glory this priyileged conntry, which has inapired heroiam in ymir Jaiiiitliü 
hearts. Your namea ahall neyer be caat into obliyion. Behold the gkvy whfch 
you haye just acquired. You, wbose fearful sword haa dduged the battleádd 
with the blood of theae ferocioua bendita. Yon are the choeen inatrameat ef 
Proyidence to yindicate yirtue on the earth, to beatow liberty on yonr btethna, 
and to annihilate ignominiously these nnroerous bordea, led by the nMMl p«** 
yene of tyrants. 

^ CmzEiro or Cabacab t The bloodthinty BoYce attempted to biing to yM 
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gatea, crime and rain ; to that immoital dty, the firat wbich gaye the ezample 
of liberty in the hcmiaphere of Colambna. Inaenaate 1 tyranta cannot approach 
hor inTincible walls without expiating with their impare blood the aadacity 
of their Crimea. General Ribas, against whom adveíalty cannot preyail, the 
hefo of mqoitao and Loa Horcones, will, from this day, be styled * the con- 
qneror of tyrants at La Victoria.' Those who cannot receive irom their fellow 
coontrymen and the world the gratitude and admiration which is due to them, 
the brare Colonels Ribas, Da\dla, Rom and Picón,, shall be preservvd in the 
annals of glory. With their blood they boaght the most brilliant yictory ; 
poeterity shall coUect their noble ashes. They are happier to Uve in the hearta 
of their conntrrmen, than yon in their midst. Fly, conquerota, on the traces 
of the íngitive^ npon those bordos of tártara who, intozicated with blood, 
¡Btend to ezterminate enlightened America, to throw iñto the dust the mona- 
ments of genios and rirtue, but in rain, because yon haye sayed tbe country. 

" BOLÍVAR. 
^'Headqnartersof Valencia, ISth Febraary, 1813; fourth year of the republic 
aend aeoond of war to death.'^ 

What a beautiful eulogy is contained in this docnment, to General Ribas 1 
^baa, against whom adyersity cannot prevalí ! . . . Napoleón had said of 
himaelí^ cond<9|tdng all the flatterícs which self-love coold invent : '* L'adveniU 
me trauverait au desm» de ses atUintesJ*^ 

Thia is the proper place to say, that to bis titles of true greatness, the Libe- 
fBtor joined one of stíU more merít. He beheld without jcalousy and 
mortification, the fame and glory of his subordinatea. Praiseworthy diainter- 
eatedness, rare even in the greatest minds, and as worthy as it is beautiful in 
the midst of the sosceptibilities of the military professionl Bolívar was 
always fiíst in recognizlng and praising the worthy actions of his fricnds. 
Ribas, Urdaneta, Flores, Silva, Balom, Montilla, Toro (Femando), Santander, 
Cordova, Soublette. . . . wcre the constant objects of great and well-deserved 
eologiea. He named Girardot ** Liberator ;" Marifio, ^ Saviour of the country ;" 
Ribas, " hero, conqueror of tyrants ;*' Sucre, ** intrepid and dexterous ;" Salom, 
'^jost ;" D'Evereux, ^virtuous ;'' Brion, ** magnanimous ;^' Ccdefio, " the brav- 
OBt of the brave of Colombia ;** Paez, " the dauntless.'' Bolívar ignored envy ; 
not aa those fiüse and double-dealing men, who feign the praisc, holding in 
their hearts the pain of the good and prosperíty of others. His kindness was 
xepaid by ingratitnde, and many requited his favors by insulta and upbráidings ; 
tai bis heart was like a heated ñirnace, in which glowed the flamea of justice 
and liberality. 

Let os retum to the course of the history. 

ImpeDed by the emotions which are always causad by extraordinary feats, the 
nnudcipal corporation of Caracas resolved an agreement to immortalize the 
memory of Genearal Ribas the conqneror, and addreased him an eloquent con* 
gntulation, to which the worthy chieftain answered in theee words : 

*^TO THB HOHOBALE MXTHICIPAL COBFORATION AKD DeFÜTIES OF THB 

Pboflk: 
** The demonstrations with which your worships ha ve honored me, and the 
honora which yon have bestowod on me, are certainly the greatert, and whioh, 
fnipzinted on my heart, ahall be carriad l^ my gralitado to tíwaftflr rfda of 
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the tomb. The erection of • statao in memory of tbe battíe oí tfae IWi aad 
the tríumph of the annB of the repablic st La Yictorift, ia nndoabtedly thi 
bigbest honor to which a mortal can aspire ; my servlcee haye not aa yat paaod 
the limite of the duties impoaed oa me bj my coantry ; and withoot áKtMng 
myself^ could not have conceiyed any other. In Venezuela the Genenü libak 
ator Í8 the only one wfao menta thia recompense, to him it is that the < 
owes its redemption, and to him alone should be attríbuted the faigheat ] 
it is he vfao directs the helm of the goyemment, he who oommanda aad 
crganizes the armies, and he it is, finally, who has liberated YenesodiL if 
your worships beliove I have contracted any merít, and if my aerricet norit 
the approbatiotf of my fcllow-citízens, I join them all and prasent them. t* 
the consideration of your worships, without any other otgefll than to ao^ 
pílcate you to bestow ezdoslTely these honors on the Genenl Libemftoi; I 
receive fi)r sufficient recompense by the remembrance and demonatration whkk 
have been giyen to my country. The blood shed at La Victoría by the iUoi- 
trióos Caraqnenians, and the yisible protection of the bleiised Yugin of the Coa- 
ception, were those which sayed the country on that memorable day ; I ezoeed- 
ingly supplicate your worships, that all the recompense which is to be aangaed 
me to be distributed in bencfit of so many widows and orphana who jiiflil¡f 
merít the remembrance of the coantry ; and I hope that the Corporation ahifl 
set apart this day to blcss the Mother of €k>d with the title of 4m Holy Oo»- 
ception, swcaríng to her an annual solcmn fcast day in the Holy MetropoÜtaB 
Church, to which shall assist all the corporations, and exhorting the real of thi 
citíes and towns to do the same in gratitude. I assurc your worships thil 
these are my dcsires, and, on my attaining them, they will engraye in my bieiit 
an etemal acknowledgment ; and I promise you in the best faith that it is not 
moderatíon which moyes me to ezplaín in these terms, but justice. Marfole and 
bronzc can never satisfy the heart of a rcpublican, but the gratitude and lecngii- 
tion by which I to day behold mysclf dLstinguished by the citizens of the city 
most worthy of freedom. The countiy cxacts of me still greater serrioes and 
sacrifices ; she sees herself attacked by her enemies, and I, adding to my ásAf 
the gratitude to this people, oífer to this illustríous body not to áheathe ay 
sword until I see the temple of Janus closed. With the Jiighest respect aad 
consideration, I haye the honor of l>eing your fellow citizen. 

'* José Fkux Rmni 

''Caracas, Fehruary 18, 1814, ith and 2cí." 

The Liberator, careñil and diligent, as one who knows of how much impc^ 
tance is celeríty in war, took a portion of the troops of Ribas to reoonnoitn 
tbe moyements of Boves, and ordered him to march to Sabana de Ocamaieia 
destroy Rósete, who had fortified himself at Yare. Ribas punctoally ezecsfted 
the order, putting to flight the inhuman Spaniard. In the neighboring tmm 
of Ocumare, the patriota beheld a most frightful spectaclo ; the atreeta atreva 
with the dying and dead bodies, the greater part compoeed of woomb aad 
children. The whole of that unhappy town was put to the sword by the aab* 
ordinatcs of Boyes. \Vliat scencs of horror and blood I What m aiiy r doi Btt 
Together laid in fearful quiet, faands, fect, heads, which appertained to dií&nnft 
bodies. 

"• On communicating to you,** General Ribas wrote to the Goyemor of Caiaeai^ 
^ the honon which I haye behold in thia town, at the aame time that I ahiw^ 
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make me Bwear an implacable hatred against ihe canÜYoroos Spaniarde. They 
haya eacrifioed to their ambition more than three hondred innocent yictima i 
Heape of bodiee and dismembered limba, ia the apectacle with which tbey haye 
left adomed the miserable streete of thia town I With the bodiea and muti- 
lated homan limba, haye they payed the streets 1 It ia moet forcible to reyengo 
A«M«PM*an blood. The yictima of Ocumare cali out to all thoae who haye the 
Iicmor of goyeming in the íjree comitry of America. I repeat my oath, and I 
afín that I ahall neyer forgiye any meana to chastíae and extermínate thia cyü 



Ribaa took poaaeasion, amongst other things, of the príyate effects of Rósete 
and bis correapondence, by which he was informed of the plan of reyolution 
conoealed with the priaoners of La Guayra and Caracas. There was also found 
an iion brand in the shape of a P, wiüi which Rósete designed to stamp the 
fafowB of the patrióte and their children.f 

Tbia iron brand of barbaríty was depoaited at Caracas, with the object of 
ezpoaing it to the sight of the people. 

Oh, unfortunate country in which were to be branded the friends and de- 
iendon of independence I 

At the same time that the battalions of Boyes were marching upon Aragua, 
tile ñtaation of the láberator at Valencia and that of the patriota at Caracas 
and La Gnayra, was yery crítícaL They beheld themselyes surrounded on all 
■Idea by enemies. It was of the ntmost necessity to form armies, and there 
were no men. Caracas was drained by the continoal drafts, and the case had 
already arriyed when the authorities by an edict ezacted that ^* children of 
twelye yean of age should present themselyes to take up arma.*' Li sucU 
prening cireomstances the independcnts were not only obliged to defond them- 
aeiyea firom cmel enemies who had swom their eztermination without pity, but 
álao to gnard and keep in prison mo];e than one thousand ^aniuxls and 
Idenoa, whom it was necessary to shot up to preyent them from conHpiring 
againat the repablic I 

The Liberator ontil now had complied with the decree of ** war to death " 
with repngnance, and only against prisonera takcn with arms in their banda. 
ThuB can be explained the existence of snch a large nomber of Spaniards and 
ialefioa dctained in oor prísons. As long as clemency coold be exercised with- 
out ÍDJm7 to the repoblic, Boliyar and his officers were mercifiíl. They knew 
wéQ that excessiye severíty and yengeanco dim the lustre of yirtoe. But now 
the átate of afiairs required the greatest rigor. The armqd royalists Boyes, 
Linm, Rósete, Morales, shame to human kind, opprobríum of the Spanish 
ñame, behayed themselyea like wild beasts ; the prísoners conspired in their 
dmigeons ; the news of the deyastations and the greatest ruin airiyed eyery 
moment ; now there were the wild joys of the feasts of 8t John at Puerta 
Oabello;} again the brutal yengeancea and alaughtera of Barquisimeto, in 

* Decree of the 21st oí Febroary, inserted in " La Gaceta de Caracas," No. 44. 

f At the battle of Araore there was taken from Yañez another iron brand, figur- 
tng ihe letter R, repubUean, rébei, or rdapied, which brand was Intended to mark 
tlie foreheada of the Amerícans. 

^ Li m&ny of the towns there existe the coatom of celebrating the feast of St. 
Jobn. The beaieged of Puerto Cabello oelebrated the 24th of Jone, 1818, and 
nothing aeemed more pleaaing to them than toahoot four patriota hayiog the ñame 
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wbicb not only the prísonera but the infimí, were mntilated ia íbe most bv 
baroos manner ; now tbe morder of Ramón Torar, wbo, placed in itocka «f 
two feet, and with bardly any morement, receiTed more tban rixty blowB with 
a cntiasB) nntil ho ezpired withont any bodily form (inhnmanity iiBWOiffay of 
cannibals !) ; again, tbe ezecntíon of tbe rirtaons Merced Ábrego, aeciiaed of 
baying embroidered a oniform for BoÜTar, and bebeaded, after tha 1 
of a quarrel stirred amongst themsclreA ** of wbo abould baye tbe 
of cutting off ber bead ;" some remember tbe fearñd slaagbter ezecnfeed fay 
Don Bartolomé JÁKm in the vallcys of Cuenta ; otbers tbat wbicb Calada 
ezecnted at Ospino, Bovea at La Puerta and at Cura ; tboae of Roaeto at 
Ocumarc, causing entire towns to disAppenr by tbe edge of tbe Spaniah swoid. 
How mucb bloodflbed ! In tbe raoment of tbeae remembrancea thera aififed 
to tbe banda of Bolívar a communication from tbe citizen Leandro Fdadoip 
commandant of La Guayra, con^ulting bim ** wbat be sbould do in an ínatant cf 
períl with tbe multítude of Spaniards wbo ezUted in tbe priaona of tbe ftrt, 
tbey being very numerous and the garrison very small." Tbe leply of the lib- 
erator was ahort and deoisive (Febmary 8tb) : 

" I order you to put to the sword immediately all tbe Spaniaids impriaoMd 
in thosc cells and in the hospital witbout any ezception." 

He communicated tbe same order to tbe military and civil anthoritiai of 
Caracas, which order was conducted by Raimundo, Rendon Sarmiento. 

In this manner 886 Spaniarda and isleños perísbed, yictims of tbe onheaid^í 
cruel tics of the royalist chieft 

Ribas being abscnt from Caracafs tbe military goyemment of tbe city bad 
been confíded to the care of Coloncl Juan Bautista Arismendi, and it wat bs 
wbo carríed out such a tremendous ezecution. With too mucb ezactitiiik 
was it exeeuted, with too mucb cruelty also, as is said ; ** but it ia ntcemuj^ ob- 
serrcs Barait, ^^ to agree that the patience of a saint could not have tolcxated thi 
excesses of the royalist chiefM, and tbat at eacb atep new offmcea increaMd ti 
an unspoakable point the hatrcd and anger." 

The ezecution of the Spaniards was described by a wríter oppoaed to Amal- 
ean independenee, as a useless atrocity, the result of finensy and rerenge. II ii 
not to be doubterl tbat innocence suffcred, as all those sacrificed abonld not bift 
meritcd the penalty ; but it is not tbe fault of Bolívar. In great i 
as Tucitus has already remarked, there is bardly any remedy withont i 
justíce, which is compensated by the conmion l)enefít.* Tboee wbo baTO wiit- 
ten before me the history of Colombia have endcarored to jnstiiy BoÜTarintUl 
act, searching in the doctrine of pcople's rights and in the biatory of Bonapailih 
supports to its designa. Ezcuscd labor I Tbe Liberator cauaed to be pnblicitri 
a ** Manifestó," which was signed by bis Secrctary of State, Antomo MoAoi 
Tebar (14tb of Febmary, 1814), in wbicb be puta fortb tbe painñú neoenty of 
tbe sentence which, in antagonism witb hia cbaracteristic geaeroeity, he pn- 
nounced the 8th of Fcbruary. 



of JoHK : tbey did so, eonfiding the ezocation to the Spaniah Captain ürUflla»a 
monstcr of craclty, who led them to the ecafibld, with blowa» amongat oÜMia thl 
dUtinguiflhed Venezuelan, Joan Tinoco. 

* Habet aliqnld ex iniqoo omne magnum ezemplum, qood eontra alngoke lÜH^ 
tale paUiea lependitnr. (Tacit, Ann., lib. 4.) 



UFB OF BOUTAB. 186 

As fhls docnment íb not mifficiently known, and its importenoe being of a 
■aperior order, I deteimine to publish it as follows: 

, 1CANIFE8TO 

Which íb made by the Secretary of State, the citiaen Antonio Monos Tébar, 

by order of His Excéllency, the Liberator of Venezuela. 

At the Bhedding of the blood of the Spanish prísoners at La Goayra, that 
portion of the world cognizant of our eyents, will applaud a measure which waa 
imperiouslj demanded, for some time past, bj the jostice and interest of almost 
one balf of the UnÍTerse. The State of our position, sketched alongside the 
hútoiy of the anteceding events, will make evident to thoae who have ignored 
oor BoiSeringB, and the generosity which increased thcm, the necessity of the 
■entence, which, contrary to his characteristic humanity, the supreme chicf of 
the repablic has pronoonced. We will not mention three centuries of illegiti- 
mate naorpation, during which the Spanish goycmment spread on all sidcB op- 
probriom and calamity upon the numerous populatíon of peaoeful America. 
ünder the blood-sprinkled walls of Quito, where Spain firet cut asunder the 
lights of nature and of nationa. From that moment of 1810, during which waa 
ahed the blood of the Quirogas, Salinas, etc., they placed in our banda the sword 
of letaliation to reyengo that upon all SpaniardB. The bonds which unite peo- 
pie were cut in twain by them ; and for this only and first act, the blame of the 
dimes and misfortunes which haye followed, should faU back upon the first 
infractorB. 

The annálB of generosity will presenre that of the goyemment of Caracas 
during the reyolution of the 19th of Apríl that year. In yain did a resenting 
populatíon demand the deaths of the authors of the public eyilfl ; the firm re- 
aistance of that goyemment sayed them. If they expel Empáran, a goyemor 
bom in the midst of a reyolution in the other continent ; if to the members of 
tbe Supreme Court, Anca, Baaadre, Garcia, Spanish magistrates loathed for their 
eril-doingB, still they show the greatest consideration for their persona in these 
proooedingB, and afford them large sums of money for their support. The new 
directofs of the destiniee of a free people seem to occupy themselyes more of ' 
the fiíte of the tyrants than to secure by an energy proper to the circumstances, 
their newly bom liberty. Indificrcnt to the machinations of the conspirators, 
ffaey saüsfy themselyes in giying to some passi>ort8, buying the property of 
^oae who were embarrassed with them, to go and ei\¡oy them with impunity 
in other countrles. Although bound by the most solemn oaths not to tum 
•gainst US their amis, disregarding religión as much as humanity and the ríghts 
of the people, it is those who, taken in the present war, haye been chastised by 
tlie sword of the lawB which condemn them, and haye expiated their peijuries, 
treasona, and assaaainations. 

ICany who were elevated to the first offices ; many who were the most dis- 
tínguiahed düefb of the republic, Llamosas, Pascual Martines, Marti, Goira, 
Bndia, Isidoro Quintero, haye been our most crael penwcutorB.* Quintero, who 

*The Goyemment of Oaracas then wished to establlsh the strlctest unión 
betwieen Americana and Spanlards, placing so much confidence in the latter, that 
it wms seen, not without the Jealousy of the former, that almost all the anthority 
aad po w ei s were deposited in their hands. The Junta Suprema waa presided oyer 
bj Llamosas, and its secretarles Moreno, Bey and Gonnles ; the fe rt re— e a of La 
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bad boen loaded down with bonors by the people and goTenunenti wbo ob- 
tained permbsion to 8cnd to the hostile province oí Coro aums of money to hk 
relations, beiiig perliapa only a pretext to help tliat goTeminent in the mwmaim 
wliicb aílerwardd subducd Venezuela I 

In eíTect, our soldicra fríghtcncd by tbe pbenomenas of natura dnxing tb» 
mcinonible earthquake of the 2Gth Mirch, 1812, led astray by aupentitíon 
prcached to thcm by some dccciving fanatics, uUowed tbe cxpedition con- 
mandad by Monte verde to penétrate i oto the West Surronnded on all ádci 
by ruins, we behcld at the same time the inhumanc sacrifice of our moat iimo- 
cent brcthren. Antonanzas and Boves, entering Cahibozo and San Joan de lot 
Alorros, murdcred with their own handá, almodt without any exception, tbe in- 
babitants of the fírst place, peaceful herdamen ; and thnse of the aecond, labor- 
ers of the soil; the agcd man who, loiiied down with years and infirmiti«i| 
ignores on bis dcath-bcd the revoluti ons of govemments, tbe agricoltiuist wbo^ 
nevcr baving takcn up arms, rccognizea only the authorlty of the príest whom 
be veneratcs. Their bodies scparaterl from their beads shall abed immortil 
blood for our poaterity. Tliis will know that the bloody Boves and Antofia»- 
zas caused some to takc bctween their teeth the muzzlcs of musketa, to &• 
charge their contents into their throats : tliat others still living served as a tv- 
get íor their shot^, to practice their ti oMier? in the use of their lances and aibica. 
Two years havc elap94.'d, and still can be seen impaled at San Juan de loa Mot' 
ros a swinging human skeleton. 

An unwary chief believei?, that surrcnrlering, he can sootbe tbe fuiy of tbi 
tyrant; be flattcrs himsclf to sccure the lifo repose and property of tbe Ven»- 
zuelans by a capitulation. Ilirdly undor its shcltcr the tyrant sueceeds in CB- 

Ouavra and Puerto Cabello, commanded by Fernandez and Rniz ; tbe troops bi tki 
cast by Moreno ; those of tho west by Julón ; tlic artillery by Salcedo ; tbe natimuJ 
Incomes managed by Franco, Sata and Alustiza ; and all the admlniatratioBS, oc 
almost all tlio lucrativo and sccure posts in the interior, were alao confided ti 
Spaniards. Tliis disinterestedness and other rcmarkable acts of confidence, w«t 
not BuiBcient to satiate their proud impatience ; and by the month of Octobcr of 
tho saTne year (1810) tho conspiracius of thcso wickod men began to bieak cot 
against the establishod guvcrnment and tho Uves of the Americana. 

Tho project bcing dÍ8Covercd, tho conHpirators, tricd and condemned by aooutof 
justice, it secmed consc([ucnt that tliey should be bcheaded ; but Caracaa» Qnwin> 
ing to Btain with blood tho pages of tho history of hcr revolution, pata adde <ht 
severity of tlio morítod penalty and is satisfied with g^ving a pasaport to aome aad 
imprisoning others, believliig that she could by forco of favo» domesticate <ht 
ferodty of her enomics ; very soon shc saw her error in irremediable iiyariea ; tki 
commissioncr Cortabarría from Puerto Rico, had undermined the provinoea aad 
Bown discord in their interior town»«, and even in their principal dtiea. Doiinf 
the firat days of July, 1811. tho conspiracics of the Spaniards and isleftos broke oil 
at Caracas and Valencia. Many were taken with arms in their banda on tbe evM- 
ing of the llth of said month ; and when it was just and even neoesaanr to teks 
their Uves on the spot, they were triod by law and only sixteen were eondenmed; 
the rcst were pardoncd in contradiction to the popular dictamen that onr roia 
should l>e followcd by so mucb demency ; but the govemment eonld not p eíaoadi 
itself of ao much furioua obetinacy, ñor of the fatal resulta of ita modermtloB la 
favor of such implacable enemies, who, under its shelter, bad all tbe time tWj 
wished to conspire, all that was to be dicuted by their vengeanoe, delnding tlii 
nnwary people wbom tbey were aftorwaida to deatroy. 
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daTing aome of the towns where he receives only testünonieB of docilHy, when 
he bieaks through the inTioUble and sacred contract which had raised as an 
insuperable bairier between him and oors ; a contract which has restrained the 
impetas of the most sarage people, subduing ambition, cupidity and yengeance 
by ledprocal and solemn promises. To leave no doubt of the crime, to give it 
new polish, they confirm their offers by their proclamatíons, which are no sooner 
pablicated than viohtted. 

Soddenly the scene in Venezuela is changed. The buildings which had re- 
■bled the conyalaions of the earthquake, are scarcely sufficient to receive the 
penons bronght üi arreeted, írom all parts. Dwellings are transformcd into 
jaila ; men into prísoners. The small nuinber of Spaniards and isleños, tha 
Boldien of the despot, women and the recent bom, are the only ones excepted. 
The rest, dthcr they hide themselves in the most remote forests, or they aro 
boried in stifling dungeons, where a cruel skill prevcnts the entrance of light 
and air ; or they are heaped in those very rooms, where before they had fulfilled 
the duties of social Ufe, where they had found joy under the auspices of inno- 
cmoe, and e^joyed the wealth gained by the sweat of their brows. Kow afflict- 
ed by ircMifl, despoiled of their property, and in misery, pestílonce, and suffoca- 
tioD, the religious and the soldier, the citízcn and the countryman, the rich and 
the poor, the septuagonary and the infant not yet arriyed to the age of reason. 
Thoee who had been inyested by the people with supremo power, were yoked 
to itocks in the most public places ; the most distinguished persons tied hands 
snd íeet, placed on beasts of burden, who dashed some to pieces on the rocka. 
They trayeled in thís state irom one and the other prisons. Aged men and the 
dying tied most brutally, in bands of twcnty and thirty, passed thus a whole 
day without food or drínk, ñor rest, in climbing by inaccessible roads. 

Agricultore, industry and the moyement of commerce was not any longer to 
be teen in a country prostrate under slayery. The manufactoríes rendered use- 
lea, the stores robbed ; there only remained the yestiges of past greatness. In 
fhe almost deserted cities were to be seen only a few cattle feeding on the grass ; 
nothing was heard besides the cries of «the wiyes, the brutal insulta of the sol- 
dier, the fidnt lamenta of the woman, the child, the aged who died of hunger.* 

Ylrtne, talents, population, wealth, eyen the fuir sex, are condemned or sufier. 
Crimea, accusations, brutal yengeance and misery increase. The same chief 
wbo lewaids a fiüse accuser, diaregards or chostises the resoluto man, who daree 
to mstain the language of truth. Those who feed his passions, who flatter his 
Yinity, who desire to bathe themselyes in innocent blood, compose his ad- 
Tisera, and oracles. Thus the s}'stem of ferocity gradually incrcases, írom per- 
Üdiea, theft and outrages they pass to greator ezcesses. Perceiying that the 
nen die too slowly in thdr prisons, they carry them to the scaffold, and eyen 
tiien, lequiring too much apparatus, and not shedding as much blood as they 
delira, they destroy entire populations, tortures aro inyented ; the last painM 
moments of the yictims are prolongcd by means unknown, imtil now, to the 
aoat wicked minds. 

Aragua, in the East, is the new scene of the atrocities. Zuazola is the head 

«f the ezecutíoners ; a loathsome man, if the class of his iniquities can place 

■ him amongat oor feUow beingsu All succumb under his blows, and those who 

* Thia was the tme podtlon oí Veneauela during the montha oí Deoember, ISld» 
JuaiMij and February, 1818. 
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once inbabited Aragna haye nerer been sean aince. Kerer baa sadi a aUnghttf 
been exocuted. Children were murdcred on the rery breaata of thar mothMi ; 
fhc same knife dirided their necks. £yen the fcrtns in the womb iiritated 
thesc frantic men ; they destrored It with more impatíence than the tiger Ui 
prey. Not only did thcy attack the living, but it could be aaid that thej wera 
conspiring that nono should be born to occupy the worid. 

The f(Ptud in the maternal womb was as guilty to the minds of Zoaaola and 
his fcllow soldicrs, as the womcn, aged men, and the remainSng inhabitanti cf 
Amgun. The loodity of this town, in the interior of the plaina, far from Ae 
capital, did not allow it to t*ikc any active part in the political ii 
Notwithstanding its populatinn was most horríbly extenninated, the 
recrcated thcmselves in beholding the tortures ; they would change tbem ; h«l 
in all, they dclayed by the most cruel skill the sufferíngs of natura. They flajed 
some alive, throwing them aftcrwards into poiHonous and peatilential swai^; 
thcy would pare off the soles of the feet of others, and in this state they wciüd 
forcé tbcm to run ovcr sharp rocks : otlicrs they would cut off the beard úaag 
with the skin ; to all, beforc or aftcr having murrlered, they cnt off the eua 
Bome catalans of Cumana bought them at the pnce of gold as omamwila ftr 
their houses ; to fcast themsclves with the sight ; to accustom their wíybs aMl 
children to the rage of their fcelings. 

nistory had spoken to us alx>ut the proscriptions, which the ambitioa of 
tyrants, fcar or hatred had dictatcd ; of the base joy of othen, cootemplatíig 
heaps of bodics which had been murdered by their orders ; but they wen thár 
enemies ; thcy believcd these the surest mcans of securíng their usiirpatioi. 
To cut opcn tUc womb which bears the secd of a new bcing ; to give unheaid- 
of tortures to children, Tirgins. . . . was only reserred for oor tynala 
Spain alone has discorered this^ means ; and we are the unhappy ezampleawhkk 
have made them known. The victoñcs of the héroes of Matimii, caoae At 
Bccne to he tmnsportcd to Espino, Calabozo and Harinas. Every day oor aoil 
distinguí shed countrymcn wcre brought to the scaffold.* Theae spectadM 
would have been rcpeated to us CTery day, if the Granadanian aoldien, TieUé- 
ous on the fields of Cucúta and Carache, had not rushed to libérate iul 

Neithcr the continual superíority of the liberating arms, ñor the pride 
yictory inspiren, ñor the recen t remcmbrance of so many ontr^ea, d 
our Tictorious chiefs the gcnerosity of the principies which distinguishea m m 
much from the enemy. The clemency of the conqueror consents to the oqiitt- 
lation proposed by Qovcmor Fierro, when it was a deliríum to aak it ; and if 
before we were amazed at the cruclties which they committed on the Venerada 
people, now it cannot be concoived, liow they tumed themaelvea againat tM 
own most compromised class, abandoning it to our resentrnenta, and anmiffipf 
the capitulation which protccted it. All the Spanish prisoner^ were kft ü 
discrction. Montcverde himsiclf did not doubt in expressing it He leftarf 
to sanction the capitulations given to Budias and Marmol ; and declarad to tto 



* It is known by all that Boves, under the pretext of a popolar 
cauaed to be put to the sword at Espino all men that were capable of boaiing ana 
amongst them the Chief Justico Bolivar. Juan Bautista Riveral, Negiete wtá 
others, wcre also murdcred at Calabozo ; and at Barínas, Colonel Antonio MeolM 
Brioefio and seven more officers, taken priaonera along with him, eight citinHtf 
the moet repntation in the city« etc. 
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ñice oí tbe world that thoy did not haye anthority tomáke ihem. They shoald 
liftTe paid it with their beada. Magnaninüty sayed them. Even atill more 
ezaggerated in generosity than they in treason, it was proposed to the com- 
mander of Puerto Cabello to iaclnde tbat place, making known to bim that 
in case of not ceding to reaaon and neoeaaity, all individoals pertaining to tbe 
Spaniáb naticm sbould be ezterminated. 

Hia denial was not aufficient to catiae üs to ñilflU our thrcats, and many wbo 
fl^joyed full liberty, and retumed tbia kindneas by proceeding to the yalleya of 
Tny and Tacata, to the low landa and to tbe West, where they fired tbose in- 
mmctiona, tbe most replete of crimes, whoee soirowful resulta will make them- 
■elTes be felt for many« yeara to come, amountíng to more than 10,000, thoee 
wliom they have deprived of ezistenco, since the month of September, 1818, at 
which time tbe expeditíon írom Spain arrived at our ahores. 

Wbat fearfbl derastation, wbat a uniyeraal slaughter, the marks of whicb 
wiD not be wasbed out eyen by centuríea 1 The execration whicb will attend 
OD the ñames of Tafiez and Boyes will be as lasting as the eyils whicb they 
baye cansed. Banda of xobbers set out to execute the ruin. Steel kills tbose 
who fareathe; fire deyours the dwellings and all that which resista steel. 
On the highways are aeen persona of both sezes stretched lifeless ; tbe 
cities exhale tbe corruption of the unburíed. On all of them can be re- 
matked the progress of sorrow, in their eyes tom írom tbe sockets, in 
fheir bodiea, lanced, in tbose wbo haye been dragged at tbe borses* tail. 
Ho leligious succor is giyen by tbose wbo conyert into ashes the temples 
of the Omnipotent and the sacred images. In Merida, in Barinas, in Caracas, 
fhcie ia scarcely a cíty or a town, which has not experíenced the deaolation. 
Bot the capital of Barínas, Guanare, Bobare, Barquisimeto, Cogedes, Tinaquillo, 
Biígaa, Guayoa, San Joaquín, Villa de Cura, Yalleys of Bartoyento, are the moet 
imhftppy people of all ; some of them haye boen consumed by flamea, otber, 
hsTO no longer inhabitanta. Barinas, where Puy put to the sword 600 persons 
• and tfaefe would baye been seyenty-four more, if the prompt entry of our 
■nna in that dty had not allowed the executioners time suffident to 

- fidflQ their infernal mission.* Guanare and Araure, where láendo and Salas, 
beneftcton of the Spaniards, are tbose most maltreated in receiying their mur- 

> derona blowa. Bobare, where they struck off the legs and arma of the prísonera 
■Mde on that yery spot, and in Yarítagua and Barquisimeto. 

To 00 many motiyes of indignation waa added the discoyery of a conupira- 
lioB of the prisoners of La Guayra, after our defeat of the lOth Noyember, 

. 1818, at Barquisimeto ; a conspiracy fully justiñed, eyen with the genuine 

- prooft of tbe waapona which they hid from our sight, under the filings of the 
' bottB of the prisons and tbe irons of tbose wbo had them. 

A pardon giTon, putting aslde the pnblic yengeance, was employed aa fhe 

« 

* Pay being inftnmed at Barinaa, by one of hia aids, that the republican troops, 
httting eonqnered Cehálloe, were already croesing the riyer in its neighborhood, 
Mked him : " Will they not giye giye os soffioient time to finiah with the seyenty- 
tofot who are impriaoned V* The otber, preoocnpied by the same fear which had 
Bode hIm aee onr anny crosalng the riyer, when as yet it waa some leagnea away, 
ho lopUed, " No/' and thoa they were sayod from the Spaniah ferodty by the 
ahomoftal flight of Pay. The dty of Barinas being eyacuated anew, he xe-entered, 
nad than xealiaed a uniyeraal alanghter of aa many aa were in it, indiaeiiminalalj. 
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noble means of diasoarling them forerer from further attempta, eo nfb nndiBg 
thelr raying audacity by the seTeríty manifcsted on ten nf ibe principal iñ^ 
leadcra. 

Ffom thc flret siegc of Puerto Cabello the Spaniarda ezposed ineritábly lo our 
fires the prísoncra ; tho»e oM prísonere, yictima of deceit, dragging thor diaiiii 
for nearl y two ycars, or dying for want of food, or by the moat painla] tatíf^ata, 
Our revenge is to procure an cxchange in favor of tbeir príflonere, a proposhka 
made by as on siz or seven occasíon?, and as many times denied, notwithstnd- 
ing that the last oncs advised the determina! ion of taking the fiyes of the piit- 
oners if they would not accept according to the nsages of war. That abomíaa- 
tion was repcatcd in those days ; it is now necessaiy to letáliate ; and for hw- 
ing pnt to an equal fate the Spanish prísonurs, fonr of the onbappy oaei 
thcy impríáoncd wore immediately shot. They themselrcs gara na Huir 
'' de Pcllin, Osorío, Pulido, Pointct" Death has pnt an end to thdr long nf- 
fcríngs, and their ashes now rest from the agonies in which they wera plimgid. 

The prupositions for exchangc were reitcrated, again they were reíVited. Al* 
most all the parleyci, who on the good faith oíTered by thenudrea were tha ooa- 
ductora among othcrs the yenerable príest Qarcia de Ortigoaa, bave beea de- 
tained, violently imprisoned, some lashed and condemned to the pnblic woifci. 
To what race of monsters l>cIong the Spaniards whose thirst for blood did wü 
ezccpt their own accompliccs ? There is no class of acts, there ii no 
thcre ifl no perfidy which they have not committed on all ñdea to 
nndoubtedly to retalíate on their inexperíenccd countrymen. Oor 
surpaflseíl their proYOcations, till the public weal being endangered, liaa 
their sacrífíce to secure it. 

The prífioncni of La Quayra in agreeraent with Boves, Yafiez, and Roaeta^ Ai 
combinations of sedition wnuld have prq)onderated if Proyidenoe had aot fd 
into our hands the light which hüs guidod as through the darimeas of cúmL 
Yanez by Rirínas, Boves by Villa of Cura, Rósete by Ocnmare attack «l Iki 
plot of the prisoncrs against the goTemment is rcvealed, and joining to tti 
conviction of it thc clamor» more Tehement than evcr of the people^ their dao^ 
itation was ordercd. At the same time Rósete, carrying oat on hk sidalii 
part of the agreement, puts the natives of Ocumare to a horrible end. 8oai 
are mutilatcd without rcgard to age or sex; three in the chnrcb andoaA* 
altare, three hundred meml^erless bodies of our brcthren lay apread in the itMfei 
and neíghborhood of the small town ; they nail to the windowa and door Am 
parta of their bodies of which modcsty prevents the mcntion.* Thia newa emm 

* Commnnication of thc Prcshyter Juan de Orta to ProTiaor and YltMit^mmái 
" I givc your worehip notice that on the llth inst. thia town waa attackediya 
hand of robbcra, Icd by tho barbarous and bloodthirsty Roseta. It had the a», 
fortuno to succumb in such a manner tliat its consequenoea exaspérate the hmH 
mlnd. Moro than three hondrod bodies of the pcrsons moat diatinirníshed It 
their adhesión to our libcrty, covcr the streets, ditchea and billa of ita ▼kUiy. 
The cries of the widows and orphans is as universal as it is Irrepaimble; aallt 
whole town was robbed and pillaged till nothing was left nsefol to 
Tation and the commoditics of Ufe. The most insensible and nnchriatiaB hort 
eannot behold, without ivain, the sorrowful and honid spectade which the 
and rapacity of some unheard-of men, traced, and who ahall be the opfxnMM 
and degradation of rational nature. But it is not thia only which 
tenriflea ; the nnctuaiy of the living Ood waa TÍolated with the 
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US to fly to arms in defense of hnmanity, when Rósete, only seren honn dístant 
ftom Caracas, was approachlng in the confídence that those who were already 
executed would have reallzed thoir escape ; bat this infamous man flies away as 
cowardly as he was crael, eren leaving in our power his papera. We see rati- 
ñed in them the conspiracy of the Spanish prísonera. By their plans, sorprís- 
íng the guords who watched them, and taking possession of the port, they 
were to co-operate on that side towards the dissolation of our forccs. The fate 
of the town of Ocnmaro was resenred to all the rest of Yeneznela. Some few 
whom they would have preserved, perhaps for their scrvice, were to be branded 
wiih 8 P for their perpetual ignominy.* 

and imi^ety. The hlood of throe innocent victims Reeking sheltor in Its sacred 
privilege sprinkicd the XMivement : José I Machillanda In the choir, J. A. Rolo in. 
ihe middle of the principal aisle, and J. Diaz on the main altar. Its door all closed 
hj tonp priests, who, in anión with the people, were elevatinpr their praycrs to the 
Almighty, were broken down with ax^, and entering, they did the same to tho 
wsrdrobes where the sacred robos were kcpt ; I, meanwhilo, moonted on a horse, 
went to the spiritual sncooor, and placed at the head of the troops who presided 
lis fate, and prayed to tho Lord for the defence of oor town ; as mach bocaose tho 
mllitary commander ordoro<l me, as the ^froater part of the defenderá consistinj^ of 
1B7 tender flock, I oould not behold them with indifferenoe and cowardice in such evi- 
dent peril. The horse was twice woanded, and fiüling to the f^ond, and seoinpr 
tha ñghX lost, I flew to the forest, where I rcmained hid during eleven days, nntil 
our troops retumed. My mlnd aiüictod by such ruin, by tho loss of all my conn- 
tiTinen, by honiorer, by thirst, by the climato and scverity of the weather, my health 
coald not certainly resist tho cnormous weight of the core of souls. In tho forosts 
I aaved all sacred vosscls of gold and silver which I had hid in anticipation ; only 
a BiLall píate appertaining*to tho wino-holdcr has boen lost ; of the garmunts, they 
todk a white gown along with its amico of fínc^ linón, fíve altar cloths of ombroid- 
ered mnslin, two altar covers, one acolytc dress. Tlic priests who rcmained in tho 
diorcb, after having shed bittcr tears of sorrow and pity, and liaving miraculously 
«eaped with their Uves, boholding tho sanctuary profancd, violated and ñllcd with 
the ercrement, nrino and filthincps of thosc boastly and savapo bordes, took chargo 
of blesdng anew the templo, and iramodiatoly executed and porformed the divino 
■ervicee, nndonbtedly to mitígate and canso to dieappear the hatred and fary of 
tha tyrant. I have abstained from all exerciso in it, nntil having informed yonr 
"woinhip trom whom I ezpect tho corresponding orders. I cannot do leas than 
insinúate to your worship the uttor miscry of so many just and innooent souls, so 
that if it is possible for yon to succour them to execute this act of charíty. The 
«ommandant-general and chief of the army has helped them with remarkablo 
flety. God keep your worship in his care. 
•• FAruary 22, 1814." " Presbtteb Juan db Orta. 

• On the 4th of Febmary, an isleño who had been put in líberty with permission 
to embaik, denounced to the govemmcnt of Caracas that Carlos Gareia had ooun- 
■aled him not to depart, as tho blow was about to be given which was to firoe all 
tha prisoners. Qarcia bcing brought up and the investigation mado, it resulted to 
ha the same project discovcred in September, which had been loft unpunished, the 

' lingleaderB not appcaring, in splte of the complidty which could be seen with 
tha conspiracy chastised at La Quayra, and of tho advices received fW>m tho 
AntiUea, where tho Spaniards spoke aloud about this plan. On tho night of the 

"iOCh it was preved by fact ; on the road of La Guavra, betweon Cruz and the hill 
of Sanchorqui, several Spaniards and isleños eeeaped or were placed in liberty. 
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Aítcr the ligbt of tnitb bad madc known to lu the aecret of their madiiii»- 
tions, to shclter them any longer was to shelter ia our bosom the TÍpcn vlio 
were to poison ua witb their íaiigs ; it wus to be an tccomplice to thidr crima^ 
it was fee<ling their plots ; it was rísking manifcstly the deatiny of the republk^ 
whose former loss had been caused hy thd rcbellion of the Spaniah prisoaon h 
the fort of Puerto Cabello, who, possessing it on the Itt July, 1813, cmued the 
rest of Venezuela to succumb immediately. Justice and homanity ahoold tzí- 
mnph over their dark project'}. Tanez was quartered at Oapino in the otder of 
combat ; Bovea was conqucrcd at la Victoria ; the banda of Rósete dispened 
at Ocumarc, aud the prísoncrs executed. The forces which had been oocnpied 
in gukrdiug them, ha ve siucc been able with securíty to march ont to fifjbí the 
enemy. 

Gencrosity in vain spokc too much time in their favor; for too mnchtiai 
had the government been deaf to the clamors of the people ; it was eren pn- 
paring to transport them to other countries to ei\joy liberty. A oontímad 
seríes of traa^grossions had been tolerated on our part ; propoaitions of exchugí 
were made to save thenL We have had to repent for so much indnlgnn: 
those who owed us their lives haré conspired agúnst onra. New crime^ mv 
perfidies, have caused in the days of liberty, aroond and in our midst, erOi 
still greater than the former. 

The Spanísh prísoners have been put to the sword, when their impiraílj 
cnforced the hato of their companions, when their conspiradea in the Teiy midit 
of their prísons, liardly quclled, when they are again renewed, bave ünpoaedflB 
US the scTere measurc, to which we had been authorized for a long time by Ai 
ríght of retaliation. In ordcr to restrain the torrent of derastation, to drain Úk 
inundation of human blood, for which the snprcme aothoríty is responsible Id 
the divine, it has givcn an example which will cause the rest to talñ waimng, 
who relying until now upon the kindness, which had been the ahield of thcHi 
would protect them. 

What has been the object of so many treasons, crucltics, conspiraciea, perf- 
dies, repeated transgrcssions against the laws, against bonds, the ríghta of na- 
tions, and of that dcvastation of Venezuela, which the pen can nerer describe I 
They do not aspire to establish an cmpire ; their object is to deatroy alL 1^ 
anny itself, that it may cxist, is obliged to pe'rsevere. The plantationsí the hodl 
of cattle, the worka of art, the excellencies of luxnry, the wealth of the citiea, an 
the incentives of the conquerors. Neither the Spaniarda ñor theae aie cooqatf- 
ors; they are the bordes of Tartars who wish to establish the traces of dvilia- 
tíon, to cut down with their suvage axe the monumenta of art, to aüfle indaí* 
try, the wry matters of the fir^t necessity. Their deslíe is no other than a p«- 
severance of cruclty, an instinct of mischierousneaa, which canees them to M- 



aaeembled with fire-arms and side-arms, and, in company with aome renegade Aiaai* 
cana, they began to murder all that camo or went by. The first who managed tt 
escape gave notice at ene oVlock at night ; a hody of riflemen aet out to iccos- 
noitre, and which it was neccMary to incrcase the following day, on which than 
wero foond fresh bodiea on the aidcs of the xoad, two women indoded, one of thss 
with child. Tho pcrsecution continued in concord with the oommandant of U 
Gnayra and the govemors of Maiqoitia, Carayaca and Antimano, nntil there mn 
no traces leít of these aasassins, who have expiated their dimes with their falood; 
and the arma and monltiona have been taken with which th^ were marchinff ü 
destroy the gorermnent. 



I 
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ploy thdr barbaríty against evcn themselyes. Behold, tben, O Yenezoelans, 
the adyantages offered you by tbese chiefe, whom you looked upon before tbe 
zerolatáon as bighwaymen I You, who unwaiy foUow their bannere, reflect 
upoQ tbe reward you will receive : to be involved in an absohite extennination. 
When tbe seed of generations sball be dcstroyod, wben cities sball be reduced 
to mbbisb ; wben nature itsclf sball be annibilatcd, then abandoning Yene- 
soela as a haunt for wild beasts, tbe views of tbe Spaniards being satísfied, 
flhall go to those ofbcr.regiozi8 of fertile America to complete the destruction 
of the New World. Tbe origin of this evidcnt midertaking unfolds itself 
in Yenezuela, México and Buenos Ayres, to covcr over fínally tbe intermedíate 
pointsl People of America I read in the erents of tbis war the Spanish inten- 
tíoos : reflect on the destiny which is bcing prepared for you. In order not to 
dfawppear from the face of the earth, decide what road is left to you. Nations 
of the world t who certainly do not deaire that one half of the world be extin- 
gnkhed, know our enemies. You will deduce the incYÍtable altematiye, that 
citlier we must or they must be immolated. You will be just : a handñil of 
Ofwtarts should not preyail upon millíons and millions of ciyilized men. Yon 
«Iready applaud our final indispensable seutence, and the suffirage of the Uni- 
Tene ia that which moat Justifies it 

Antonio láxjíioz Tebab. 

JSTeadquarten o/fian 2iaUo^ February 14, 1814. 
13 



CHAPTEB XIV. 

»irWrSI OP lAlf MATIO — MBBOISH OF EICAÜBTB — IIBOI OP TklMSKCtá, — ■«?■■?!■■ OV I 

AJCO BOUVAK — INUPLICABLB DBPBAT OP ABAO — DBPIJTATIOII PIOM CAm*CAt — BAnU 
OPCABABOBO — BAVAOB COXODCT OP TBB BPAKIABDS AT SAN GAELOB — FATAL UR OmB 
■ATTLB OP LA POBBTA — CBÜBLTIBS OP BOV» AT LA CABBBEA — BBOCNCD BISGB OP TUB- 
OA — ATKOCITIBS OP BOTBi IIT TBIfl CITT — BOLIVAB ABAXDOXi CABACAS — QUESO —«Mn 
BPOCB OP 1814. 

THE Libcnitor esUblishcd his headquarten at San Mateo the SOtíi Felnvy. 
He poHflessed there ono of the richeet properties, which be had inheritod 
from his parents ; and formed of his hoaae á fort to roBÍat the impetm of Al 
enemy. 

Boves was at Cura. 

The Lil>erator knew that he was prep^ng to aasaiüt anew ; haTing din- 
plined his cavalry and increased his forcé. Also he was surrounded hj pcfiooi 
of his same brccd, lost to all virtue, and only thooght to proaper whh robbcrid 
and disturhances. 

Bolivar was wanting in soldiers, the main element of defenie, haTing bea 
onable to uní te more than 1200 infantry and 600 horse. BoTea undoabfeedlj 
was much superior ; and in the plains where the impulse of his powerfíil cavahy 
could not t>e checkcd, he would always have been Tictor, neTer conqnered. (h 
account of this the Liberator drew him to the mountaina, becanae the nB 
balanced the strcngth of the armies, depríving Bores of his preponderanoe: 

At the same time that with his military ski 11 he caused the hoats of Botes to 
be leas dreaded, BoÜTar with his extraordiuary actiyitj, attended to the d»* 
Btruction of the guerrillas who infested the neighborhood of the lake of Yski- 
cia ; he garrisoned the position of La Cabrera ; he was forming a fleet ; be n 
constnicting entrenchments to cut off tho royal highway of La Yictozia, i 
iailing to communicate daily with D'Elhuyar, who commanded the 
lines of Puerto Cabello: with Escalona, who gOTemed at Valencia: with Ib- 
riño, who was marching to his help, and whose motemente it was Tttctmuj ^ 
combine; with authorities of Caracas, who would consult bim on the Intf 

afiiúr his attention always vigilant, his mind constant in all difficaltMi 

did not give way to fatigue, ñor was he embarrassed by affiuia, ñor would mil- 
fortune fínd him off his guard or perturbed. It ü requitiU tkat wt feroB fi^ 
tune to be pro9perou¿, he used to say freqnently to his officers ; and to encouiags 
them ou some desperate occasions, he would recall to them that tempeili CM 
canr a shio more rapidly to the port than good weather. 

(194) 
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Barm waa fiDed wíth pride, on considering thht he was about to fight Boliyiir 
in penoQ for the firat time, confiding in Borely defeatíng hiin.* The le^-ereea 
•nflfered by him anteríorly had irrítated him ; and now he determined to finiah 
by one blow the independence, cnishiDg its bravest and most loyal defenderá. 

On the 25th Februaiy the hosts of Boyes appeared apon Cagua, a town in the 
Tidnity of San Mateo, amoxiniing to 7,000 men, the greater part caraliy. They 
immediately attempted to fbrd the ríver, dislodging the advanced forcea, bnt 
the M^or-Qeneral Mariano Montilla resisted them valorouRly ; and as night was 
approaching, they retired. Bores allowed his troops to rest for two days, and 
at the break of day of the 28th, he charged the republicans impetuously with 
ahonts and yells. The redstance which was mado him in the intrenchments, and 
the withering fire direeted by the Liberator in persnn, and the brave Lino 
Clemente, caused the royalists great loss; howe^er, Boyes was not discouraged, 
on the contrary, relying on the number of his troops, he exasperated the action 
with snch tenacity, that he seemed to flght to decide the late of the world. 
The sun had already mounted to its full height and the combat was still fiur 
ftom being decided. Tlllapol was killed; Campo- Elias woonded; thirty offi* 
oen were already hors de combat, a terrible and well-aimed fire on the side of 
the royalists made the fight eyery time more bloody and dreadfal ; but Boliyar 
diaregarded the brayery of Boyes, and he, surprised, behdd the san setting 
without haying yet obtained the yictory which he had considered so easy of 
■ttainment Night came tu paciíy the anger, and on its closing, Boyes, woonded, 
TCtreated and camped on the acQoining heights. 

After eigfateen hoors and a halí^ the liberator remained yictorioas on tha 
hatile-fíeld. 

The streets of the town and the roads were drenched (literally) in blood and 
oorered with dead bodies.! 
' By this happy yictory at San Mateo, the independents gathered more strength 

*The relation of the priest Don Joan Antonio Rojas Qaeipo, a yile flatterer of 
Monteyerde, is ontirely íalse. The said clergyman, whilst preaching the funeral 
lite of Boyes, said, that " the royaUst chief had (directing himself to the Libera- 
tor), said : Boliyar, if yon wish to giye a proof of brayery and eyade the shedding 
of homan blood, come and fight hand to hand with me ; the army whoee chief 
■hall be oonqnered, will be sorrendered to the oonqueror. Boliyar trembled, and 
did not aooept the challenge, replying by a fire of his mnsketsand cannón. . . &a" 
Thia is abeord ; and with snch tales of oíd women did this onworthy minister 
profiane the doctrine of truth, conyorting it into a doctrine of pestilonco. Nono 
can imagine to what a degree íanaticism, in its hatred against the Liberator and the 
patriota, was carried ; and, although not only once, he caoaed the Hdy Bible to be 
the instrament for slayery and tho most yile abjection. 

f The Bolletin, No. 89, which relates the yigoroos defcnce of the fortifications of 
8an Mateo, nnmbers amongst the dead the braye Pedro Boros. " Anothor Baroi 
agaln is seen in the honorable liste of the martyrs of liberty " all exclaimed when 
they arriyed at thia pan of the BuUetin. In effL*ct, this family, liko unto tliat of 
the Fkbii, almoat all perished fighting against tho enemios of their conntry. Lo- 
renao was the first who marked out the path of honor to his brothors. lio diod 
the 12th Angost, 1811, fighting the reb(>ls at Valencia. Venancio was killed at 
the battle of Aranre (6th Deoember, 1818) in tho yanguard of tho " braye chaa- 
■enxs." Pedro died at San Bíateo. The blood of this gunorous family shod on the 
battle-field for the independence and glory of Venozoela, was Uke unto that of tha 
j>ecci in Bomo, the happy omen of triomph. 
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and the Libcntor even thought (as he was moch incllned to undertalDe dííBeoIt 
prohlems) of Rurprísing Bov'es at Villa de Cura, where he was he&Hng his woniid. 
He confided tbis pcrílona míssion to the young officer Manuel Cedeiio« secood to 
none in counige, with twenty pioked soldiera, who followed bim tiD Pao de 
Zarate; but the attcmpt was not rcalized, beoanse dísmounted from theirhonn 
it did not aflTorrl the securíty which the cas«.' rcquired. 

The mortiñcatíon of secing fnistratcd this plan, was joined to the dingreeaMa 
news which the LiT>erator receivt'd (Oth of March, at three o^clock in the sfter- 
noon) of the retum of Rosóte to oocupy the ralleys of Tuy, thus thieatcnÍDg 
defenceless Caracas. 

Thus it was that aflairs were l>ecoining extremely complicated. 

Botos was hcing cured of his woimd ; and more TÍgoroua than erer, he was 
preparíng to rnsh upon Bolivar. ITis ibrrps werc superior. We had lost Tahiable 
and cxperíencod oflílcers, who could not be easily replaced. Caracas solícited 
assistance ; but on the eve of a conibat with the enemy in front, it was not prn- 

dent to wcaken more and more the forces. Bolivar, howerer, forgot gt»» 

erously his own poril, only looking at that of his belored conntir ; and picking' 
out thrcc hundrcd of his best soldicrs, he put the Major-Gencral Montilla at their 
head, and marched them to the capital (lOth March.) 

This column sct out, in obe<lience to the stríct ordcr of the Liberator, beatíng 
thoir drums and flying their colors in full view of the enemy. It waa a boast of 
confidencc ; it was also a stratagem, so that BoTes or his second snppoóng 
thcmsclvcs t^)out to be attacked on their right flank, they ahould reinfoite thst 
wing with their l)est troops, and l>e alcrt and firm. Meanwhile MontiDa was to 
keep on, as he did, man^hing tranquillr to his destination. 

All happoned thus : The advanced forces passed the night on their arma» and 
the following day whcn Montilla was alrcady far on Ida march, the enemy hb- 
derstood that they had l)Con deceivod. Such a deccit exasperated him, and with 
the evidcnce that Bolivar had reduccd Jiis forces, he attacked him the llth, 
although unsucccssful, the Lil>orator proving to him that he relied more on the 
hcroism and fidelity of his troops than on numbers. 

Ostentating the intrepidity and extraordinary bravery in the dcíense of Psa 
Mateo, the Lil>erator executod a movement upon the royalists on the night of the 
16th, under the shclter of the obscuríty, and at daybreak of the 17th he chaxged 
and routed them complotely, distinguishing themsolvea in this daring attack 
the Granadian Colonel Ilcrmogencs Maza and the Lieutenant-Colond Tonas 
Montilla. 

The death of the intrepid Pedro Boros was aocompanied by circomstances whicfc 
will alwa^-s honor his memory. This youth had hardly completed his foorteeath 
year, when ho had alrcady shed his blood for his coontry. Having given repeattd 
proofs of splendid valor, his supcriore did not wish (for a certain feeling of gratitnde 
and compaaidon towanis hisfamily) to expoen him to the fatal ancertainty of battiea 
I>iuing the last campaign they Icft Iiim garrisoned ; but the patriotic and generóos 
youth asked, begged, supplicated to be allowed to go to fight against the oppms- 
ors of his country. His pnimatore cad was now closo approaching. A mn8ke^ 
hall took his Ufe, but covered him li^ith gl(»ry, in the viclnity of San Mateo, the 27tk 
of Ftíbruary. Therc he died, to live in immortality. 

Whilst tlio BQcred fíre of the country remains in the hoarts of the Amerieans» tkt 
brief but worthy histury of the Burozes will not be rcmembered withoat a íeeliDg 
of enthuaiaam and veneration. 
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Meanwbile, Botob appeared at the head of his bosta S 

odiped him with demonatrations of great joy, greeting 1 *^ 

war. He became impatíent to fight and kill ; dreadfi 
horror; ihirating for all the exceasea of the brutal paaaioD 
And the Gotha, who had no other design than to oblitei 
his only wiab waa to extermínate the American people. I 

tliy of raention, that the descríption madc of the savago j •«.,«« 

oono,*'is the moat faitbfid Ukeness of Bovee ; an ampie chest, a distorted coon- 
tenance, an ovcrhanging brow, the nostrüs distended, the eyea aunken, the head 
laige, his gaze troubled and fearful, and which glanced around him as thow of 

a tiger who thinks of his prcy ; bom for the desolation of the earth I 

(^Vir iíi eoncusiionem Orbis in mundo natué.) 

On the aame day (the 20th) and shortly after he had passed a reyiew of hia 
troops, he made a formidable charge. Boliyar resisted, caosing him heavy loases. 
Bnt Bovea was nntiring. He was agitated by the demon of extermination ; 
and aa he had received the doubly mortiiying news of the defcat of Rósete at 
Ocomari, and the approach of the army of Marifio, redoubling his strength, he 
tboaght of gíving the independents a vigorous attack, and defeat them, before 
thejonction with the army of \he East shoold be formed/the proximity of 
which he knew well we had not any notice, thanks to the incommonication 
caosed by the gnerrillaa. He combined ably his operations, ordering a colomn 
to charge the house of the plantation, and take possession of the magazine 
whilat he should attack the lower positions on all sides. 

The magaáne and the hospital for the wounded were in dwelling-houses, 
fh^ sammit of which ruled the whole farm, and its defence was confided to • 
Gsptain Antonio Ricaurte, a natire of 8anta Fe. ' 

In the fortified barriera which should resist the dcadly charges of Boyes, 
were placed Lino Clemente, braye in peril, but calm ; Martin Toyar, a zealoua 
aoldier of the country ; Tomas Montilla, daring ; Qogorza, yictorious at Ospino ; 
Pedro León Tofres, whose fearlessness terrified ; Maza, a yaliant Granadanian, 
friend and companion of Girardot and D'Blhuyar and other patriota, proud of 
being commanded by Boliyar. I cannot remember them all, but there was not 
ft ñngle one who did not conflde on that important occasion. 

. At the dawn of day on the 25th, the signal for the combat was giyen. 

Boyes in person, running to and íro on horseback, skillíul and daring, en- 
oooraged his troops, and bronght them, carríed on by his audacity, to the yery 
edge of the parapete, which he helped to scalc. A liyely fire waa then opened, 
and blood and death was secn on all sides. To the undisdplined daring of the 
^ llaneros *' to that cloud of dostruction which surrounded all, embraced all, 
Boliyar and his loyal companions oppoaed intrepidity and calm yalor. How 
many chaigest How much and what fírm resistancel The dead bodies 
obafcructed and the blood ran in torrents I The phantom of death with its 
inexorable sickle, did not cause our troops to lose courage, and it mowed them 
down pitilessly I During the thickest of the flght, that column of Boyes which 
flflently mounted the height in the rear of the patriota, presentod itself in íront 
of the dwelling on the hill, infuaing new yigor into the royalists and discour- 
agement and anxiety to us. 

*' The magadne I'* all exclaimed. 

• Histor. MlBceL, L. 15. 
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Tha enemy wm in need of ammanítion, tbey wero now «boiit to take ü 

The Mlvatíon of the repablicans at San Matoo depended on tha vakr of 
Ricaurte. Ricaaite is nnflincbing ; but how rcaist ? 

A moment of uncertainty distorbed the minda of alL 

What will finally happen? 

Namerous forces were gathering against the hooae. Ricaorte ordered oak 
the woanded. 

Anxiety waa still more increaaed by thia. Prienda and enimina tañed te 
look again what woald sacceed. 

The phalanx of Boves approach. The magazine will be taken l^theail 
Iticaarte ordered his soldien to deacend in retreat 

The Líberator tranquil in the midst of that indeacribsble agitation, cda 
with that aerenity which is the principal gift of natura for command, &- 
mounted from hia horae, and ordered him to be unaaddlod. Flacing himnif 
afterwaids in the midst of hia troops ; *' Here,** he eaid, ^ will I die the flrat" 

Thia maaifestation of a woudjrful confidence and an eztraordinaiy valor, 
levired the enthusiaam, when suddenly a fearful noiae re-echoed oyer the baltle- 
field. What an unusual clamor, what a terribfe din ! Denae donda of admIob 
oovered the apace. Nothing could be seen. The combat waa auapended for a 
moment. 

The smoke had cleared away and all could see well what had happened. 

Boyes beheld his defeat. 

Boliyar admirc<l American heroism. 

Ricaurte had dismissed his soldiers, and with his own hand had íh«d tibe 
' magazine when he saw the dwelling was fiUed with enemies. Sublime deler- 
mination of an hcroic soul I how much virtue I how much glory I 

Ricaurte satisfies the universal admiration, proying that in conflicta tfaere li 
no company like that of the heart of a hero I 

Miracles of patriotism and yalor I 

Boyes was stunned. The loss he suffcrcd was terrible. Se immediately 
Bounded a retreat, and fell back on the heights, leaying eight hnndred nm 
atretched on the field. 

Fearful spectacle should haye becn this, where ferodty waa diaplayed eo 
dreadfuUy I 

This chicf remained quiet during two days, as if reposing from the ama»- 
ment which had taken possession of him ; at the termination of whidí he 
abandoned his position, and marchcd on to the rear, where he waa now thieit- 
ened by Marino and his soldiers. 

On the 80th of March he raised the sicge of San Mateo. Borea marched bs 
the road which from San Sebastian leads to Villa de Cura. The Líberator had 
lost more than two hundrci valuable oífíccra and somc fifleen hundred bran 
soldiers. Judgc what must haye been the fury of that fight I Neyer did aaj 
general of an army display more yijplance and untiring attention, moro pie- 
sencc of minrl in such a strict, bloody and tragic siege. 

The yery enemies of Boliyar confess that only he could haye resisted ao mndk 
and with such resol ution. More than thirty assaults did he repel from the 
"llaneros" of Boves; and if on many occasions he did not obtain yictory, he 
at Icast saw the phantom, ncycr giying way to the Ímpetus, to the nnmbeca. or 
to the fortune of the Spanish arms. 

A new cause added to the paat losses, came to cali the attention of the Libff* 
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mtor, by the newB ha recdred from ürdAneta and af the átate of tdSún in the 
wat, where fortime had ahown henelf in dark and gloomy ooloia. Oeballoa . 
añd Oagigal, cncooraged by tbe victory whicb Boves obtained at La Pnerta orer 
Campo-Elias, succeed in forming a división of one thousand men, and with it 
to aurpriae and defeat ürdaneta at Barquisimeto. To the forcé of thoee cbiefii 
nofw incieased, was added that of Calzada, who bad nntil now renudned at 
Araure. ürdaneta, being nnable to make bimself strong at San Carlos, fell 
back on Valencia. From tbat city be reported to the Liberator wbat had 
oocurred aaeuríng bim that Valencia wonid be soon attacked by the combined 
Aimiea of Cora and Apare ; and added that he should not reiy on any of the 
people of the west, as all wero hostile to the independence. Bolirar answerod 
liim on the spot; *' Citizen general, yon will defend Valencia nntil death, 
because all onr elementa 6f war being tbcre, losing them is to lose the repnblic. 
Qeneral Marino is to come soon with bis army ñom the east, as soon as he 
aRÍTes he will defeat Boyes, and immcdiately proceed to your rcscue. Send 
two bnndred men to the help of D'Elbnyar at the besieging Une of Puerto 
Cabello, so that he can cover the point of Palito, from whence it would be easy 
for the Spaniards to send ammnnitions to Boyes, who is in want of them." 

This order was fnlfiUed. . 

Urdanéla had scarcely repoeed from the reyeise he had suffered, and which 
he reported to the Liberator, when (as he had jndged) Ceballos appeared apon 
Valencia, at the bead of three thousand men, establishing a line drcamyálatíon 
to besiege it On the 80th and 81st of March the royalist chief poesessed him- 
flélf of almost aU the dty, defended courageonsly and with singular yalor by 
the weak garríson which were placed there, fighting at all honre and on aÜ 
aides ; the patrióte totally lacking of water, and appeasing their thiret with 
Boar lemons, stagnant water, and fínally chewing balls. 

The bittemeas of that terrible state was somewhat relieyed by the news 
which was received by the partial yictoríes obtained by the divisions of Marino 
upon the guerillas of the plain at Tucupido, Corosal, Lezama, Altagracia and 
oCher points, and afterwards by the news of the splendid triumph of Boca- 
ohica, in which Marino routed Boyes, he leaying fiye hundred killed and 
woonded on the batüe-field (81st of March). 

Boyes then retreated for Quiguc towards Valencia, where Ceballos was ; and 
although without loes of time Valdez, Bermudez, Montilla (Mariano), and other 
ofBcera, wish to punue him, Marino refused, remarking that he was in need of 
ammnnition, and that it was more important to join the Liberator and put them- 
aelyea in accord with him, for which reason the yictorious army also retreated 
by the road of Pao in the direction to La Victoria ; an indiscreet moyement 
wbich was fatal to our cause, as it allowed the enemy to recupérate, at the samé^ 
time that it destroyed our horses on a rocky road, and gaye place to desertionf 
which was considerable. 

On bis flide Boliyar, at the knowledge of the defeat of Boyes at Bocachica, 
harassed bis reaiguard with cayalry from San Mateo, and persecuted him so 
■eyerely that he was able to capture from him one thousand horses, three hun- 
dred prisonere, baggage, arma and numerous emigrante which he was carrying 
ftway by forcé. 

Kotwitbstanding thia. Boyes in bis retreat arriyed at Valencia (2d of April) 
with more than three thousand men ; and the forcee joined amounted to six 
thousand men. The situation of the besieged dty was now still more difflcult ; 
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tbe troops wbo gamsoned it were exhausted by tbirst and íatígue, 
tbere were a great many woundcd ; and in tbia exigency tbe deMMtion of acMW 
soldien wbo paased over to Ceballos, cansed to be feared fínesb and utr o üg m 
aaaanlts from tbe enemy, and sucb ones as would entirely destroy tbe gairifOD. 
In cffect Valencia bebeld bcraelf attacked on all «idea at tbe same time ; tiie 
bouses perforatcd, tbe artlllcry placed on tbe roofs. Tbe combat did not cafan 
ñor tbe fire cease for an inatant. At Atc iu tbe evening tbe íamilieA bad takcn 
reñige in tbe cburcb, and tbe enemies bad penctratcd in tbe dty. Tbe ton wis 
álready setting in tbe borizon, and it wa» uecessary to make a gigantic eflbft 
to resist tbose last shocka, wbich were becoming more íuríons. Honor la dne 
to tbe defenderá of Valencia, covered witb imfading glory I At balf-past ái, 
nigbt baying fallen, tbe bcsiegers desiste d ; and as Ceballos fearad tbe jonctioii 
of Bolivar witb Marino, be raiscd tbe siege and rctreated witb bis forces towaidí 
Tocnyito, Icaving tbe city aacked, fircd in part and covered witb dead bodiei 

Tbe garrison was rcdnced to one-balf. The bcsieged, wbo saw tbemselfCi In 
tbe last eztremity, prostrated at tbe fect of tbe arma witb wbicb tbey bad M 
beroically defended liberty, were unable to pursue tbe cmel beriegers. It wn 
all tllat Captain Espinosa could do to go out witb a few bnnemen to obierve 
tbe direction in which tbe rctreat was ezecuted, i» make a few priaoneri of tile 
rear guard, and to reseñe tbe casket of San Francisco, witb otber Jlwels aad 
precious tbings wbicb tbe Spanisb soldiers of Ceballoe bad robbed. 

On tbe 2d of Apríl, Bolivar and Marino met at La Victoria ; tbey embnoed 
eacb otbcr afTectionately, and tbe Libcrator congratulated most cordially bíi 
new friend on tbe victory of Bocacbica, conceding by a general order, a shkid 
to tbe army of tbe East, and añer, nsing a gay and familiar style, wbicb agned 
exceedingly witb tbe simplicity of tbe cbaracter, wbicb be bad already pene- 
tratcd, of General Marino: ** Fortune,^^ said be, ''alwaya farors tbe bnre; 
but remark tbat sbe is as mucb wanting in constancy as sbe is superfluoot ia 
womanlike qualities. It is necessary not to |H»rmit ber any trivial i ty.** 

Fortbwitb tbe Liberator flew to Valencia acoompanied by bis aids and ffaü^ 
wbere be arrived tbe 8d, in tbe moming, completing by bis prcsence tbejoy of 
tbe unconqucrable defendors of tliat city. Latcr on, arrived 700 mnsketii 
wbicb ))y forced marcbes, Bolívar bimsclf bad sent ftom San Mateo for tbe hép 
of tbe besieged. 

Bolivar retumed immediatcly to La Victoria (tbe 5tb April) and pemiaded 
Marino tbat be sbould keep on to Valencia, to oppose tbe royali:>t anny, . . . 
During tbose days tbe Liberator laboretl inccssantly, organizing tbe subsisteaeei 
of tbe army (tbis snbject was more diffícult tban could be supposed, at flnt 
sigbt, because tbe country was positively parebed) collccting snfficient cattk; 
and providing bis divisions witb arms, uniforms, ammunition, equipments, et& 
He gave tbem a more suitable organization, and set out for tbe linea of Pnoto 
Cabello, bringing it reinforcementa. 

From Puerto Cabello be retumed to Valencia to determine on tbe muA 
of tbe combined army wbicb was to attack Ceballos. Tbis cbief was nov 
at San Carlos, witb only bis soldiers, as Boves bad marcbed away nith 
bis ** llaneros " to Calabozo. Sucb a división of tbe royalist forces süSbnkd 
an opportunity to destroy Ceballos, leaving tbe West in part cleared and Ae 
power of tbe enemy <liminisbed. The Liberator tben organizcd a strong amy 
composed of one <ind tbe otbor; of bis own and tbose of Marino, and wbidí 
be placed nnder tbe orders of tbis one as a demonstration of tbe esteem for luí 
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pereon, and tbe merít which he gaye to bis serriccs. Marino set out for San 
CarkM with 2,000 ÍDfantry and 800 cavaliy, which bodie» werc commanded by 
Bermndes, Valdez, Cedefio, Ayala, Reftaluar, Saliaa, MontiUa, Tovar, and othen. 
The Liberator went to Puerto Cabello with the intcntion of &<saulting that 
place. * 

Harifio was to have halted with hia anny at Tinaro, four leagacs firom San 
Garios, to procure cattle, and move thcm all to incorpórate the artillery and 
magazines, which were marching slowly on, carríc<l on shoulders. In that town 
he received the false news that Ceballos had abandoned San Carlos, and credu- 
loiis eren to impmdence, without consideríng that the country was hostile, ho 
maiched on, supposing to occupy the place without difficulty. Many and yery 
pradouB remarks were made to Mariflo by Urdaneta, to whom Bolivar had 
givcn the order to afford the commander-inchief all convcnicnt indications; 
bnt atmnge to say, Mariflo, who was docile and condescending on all occasions, 
on this was obttinate, and the most discreet obeervations were useleas. ün- 
happy undeception I On the 16th of April, at daybreak, Marino saw himaelf 
placed in the indispensable necessity of fighting against 2,500 men, fonned in 
line of battle, whom he encountered on the hill of Arao, and was forced to 
combat, by bis own fault, without any spare ammunition. This imprcyision 
and temcrity endangered the glorious yictor of Bocachica, who, in this emer- 
gency, rclied only on the bravery of his soldiers ; but al] the decisión and 
Talor of the world are not sufficient to conquer without the proper elementa. 
Tlie shock of the enemy's cayalry put in disorder our horsemen ; and soon the 
troopa of Cedeflo were flying aghast and Marino and almost all the chie& of 
the army retreated. And the worst of it was that in the confusión produoed 
by the shameñil flight of the caralry and the aberrancc of the commander-in- 
chief, no operation could be combincd. Our infantry commenced their retreat 
toward Valencia, the Spanianls remaining in their ow^n lines, without having 
fltiired, ñor haying eren dischai'god a gun. At the dawn of day on the 17th, 
the relies of the army arríycd at Tinaco ; thcy did not find Marino ñor any of 
the chie&, but the magazines destroycd by them, to take advantage, perhapa,. 
of the horses who had carried them. Thcy also foimd at Las Palomeras, the 
wood-work of the artillery sct on fíre. The fugitiyes had fired them, so that. 
they should not fall into the haods of the enemy. Mariflo and Cedeflo were in 
ilie forcst, and írom there they were saycd by the calmness of Lieutenant Calzft- 
diDa, who resistcd some shock» of the enemy to libérate them. 

The Liberator was celebrating at Puerto Cabello, upon the baations captiired' 
from the enemy, the grand national fcast of the lOth April, and was getting 
reftdy to realize the assault of the place, when he receiyed the unhappy newa. 
of the defeat of Arao. As always happens in snch cases, the news. carne 
exággerated, and Boliyar truly belicyed Mariflo and the troops of his command 
totally dc8troycr1. ** Our pofdtion becomes more critical," he said to Colondi 
Falaflios : *' we are left alone to restrain the furious torrent of deyastation ; bnt 

we will chcck it !" He immediately gaye fresh ordcrs to D'Elhuyar and 

proceeded without delay to Valencia. 

Posteríty cannot do less than admire so much daring, so much and snch; 
magnanimous constancy. Each disaster seemed to impart to Boliyar now 
r.rdor, more actiyity and stronger reliancc in his defínitiye trlumph ; and with 
TiO other hclp besides his geuius and his strong desirea for the libcrty of hia- 
countiy, he stinnl firm before the tempest which threatened to submerge it^ 
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throwing lastre and dazzliiig glory apon the Amerícui arma. What aa iavinci- 
ble moral forcé 1 If finnneas is the ezerciae of the ooorage of tfae aúnd; if 
peneverance ia the loftieat yiitue of the aoperíor man, who, noiofe T^liant aad 
yirtuouB than Bolivar? 

At Valencia the Liberator conrinced himself tl^at the diaaater of %no had 
not been as considerable aa rcported to him, and he immodimlely thooglit of 
reorganizing the army and going oat in search of Ceballoa and dertraj íám. 
Thia decisión was rece! ved with applaase by the chieis and by the army of tfce 
West, and strengthened by the military preparationa, which were made ioe- 
cessfuUy in the fírst moments, was delayed, because it became knomn fhat tfce 
Captain-Qeneral pro Um, the field-marshal Don Juan Manuel Cagigal had id 
out frnm Coro with a rcinforcement of troops and ammunition, and had fixned 
a junction with Oeballos at San Carlos (30th Apríl). Thia waa tme, and Úá 
royalists passed in reriew 6,000 men of all arms. Such a circnmatanoe, if not 
nnforeseen, at least nnexpected, cauaed the Liberator to proceed to CarMat k 
search of help to continué the campaign opposing CagigaL From thls plaoi^ 
in eflfect, he drcw 800 men, wbom he aent to Valencia onder the ocdoi of 
Ribas. He forwarded munitions, provisions, money, medicinea and olkr 
necessary rcsources, and he himself was preparing to proceed in pesMft to 
Carabobo to command the battle. 

During the days anterior to bis departure, a deputation presentad itadf ia 
Caracas, sent by the Presidcnt of the State of Cartagena to the láberator. U 
was compotMKl of Lieutenant-Colonel Juan Salvador Nanraes and the Preftct of 
the Lcgislature, Doctor Pedro OuaL The first brought the act of the IRk 
March, celebraterl in honor of General Simón Bolirar, by the Hooae of Bepm* 
sentatives of Cartagena ;'^and the second the powcr and documenta indíapnMa- 

* Act in honor of the citizen general siicon bolívar. — ^The Honae of 
Beprcst^ntativcs considcring : That General Simón Bolívar, after having rendeni 
important scrvices to the republic, leading its armies to victory In the fidd of 
honor, has made himself a creditor to the gratitude of hls fellow citiiena, ledeca. 
ing them from the blackest slavery, have thls day in scesion, decreed and ém 
decrce the following : 

Ist. The Leglslatare proclaims the dtixen General Simón Bolívar, aa a weM»' 
eerving son of the oountry. 

2d. His ñame shall be placed in golden letters on the pabilo archivea of tUl 
Lefi^lature, created by the law of the 14th March, 1814. 

8d. The formula of thls insciiption shall be the following: "General 
Bolívar, native of Caracas, did not behold with indiflRerence the chaina 
Bpanish barbaríty had for a second time placed on hls oouniry ; he oooceived thi 
daring project of redeeming it, and joining himself to this átate, he auooeeded la 
enteríng in the undertaking. The republic of Cartagena aaw him with pleabon 
amongst its childien, and entrustod him with the command of their arma. Frai 
the bordcFB of the Magdalena to the walls of La Guayra, this American heie 
marched gloñously. The republic has the pride of calling the Liberator of Teas- 
suela her well-deserving son." 

4th. Thls formula shall also be inscribcd in all the municipal archives of tibe 
State. 

5th. Let it be oommunicated to the supreme ezecutive power for its pnblicatkB. 
Given at the palace of the legialative power of the State of Cartagena de IndBis, 
the 16th of Maich, 1814. 

PEDRO GUAL, Pnfoct 
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ble dincted to aflbmoe tbe bonds of fiíendship, and to promote the «nion 
bctwwn the States of New Granada, Cartagena and Veneroéla. 

The doputieB were receÍTed with áll the honors dae to the illnstriooB people 
tfaej repmented. 

Narvaez had foogfat nnder the orders of Bolivar doríng the fliBt campaign, 
wfaich was opened by the liberatíng army in the territory of Venezuela. At 
tiw moment of pUuáng in hi8 banda his credcntialg, he recalled with pride thia 
ciicmnatance, and added : ** I approach Your Ezcellency, and two lively feel- . 
inga are mixed in my heort ; that of love for an estimable man who has be- 
itowed a thoosand distinctions on me, and that of admiration which the 
pKsence of héroes should naturaUy inspire. ... As mnch the warlike actions 
aa tbe talenta and cítíc yirtues have caosed the ñame of the yonng General 
fioürar to re-echo in all the populations of New Granada and Cartagena b 
the fiíst who is pleased by the triumphs to which she concurred, and to count 
Your Ezeellency among her worthy officers. The day on which was pnblished 
in that dty the rictorions entry of Y. E. in redeemcd Caracas, was one of the 
moat beantiñi] which has appeared on oar horizon." 

To these words of Narvaez the Liberator replied : 

** Nothing can be more flatteríng to me than to see myself among the well- 
deaenring sons of the State of Cartagena. I accept, then, with the most cordial 
gratitade, a title which in all respocts flatters my heart I haye received from 
that State the succoors which placed me in aptitude to libérate my country. I 
hKwe fonght with the brave Carthagenians, whose valor constantly aided my 
eflorts. If I have had the glory of breaking the chains of my enslavcd country, 
I owe it príncipally to the favorable reception and the gcnerons sacrífíces which 
I merited firom the State of Cartagena. These shall never be oblitcrated from 
my memory. The most solid fiíendship, the most perfect unión will always 
relgn betwecn Cartagena and Venezuela. Our bonds shall increase the greatness 
of the republic, and our enemies on beholding us united, will abandon the fool- 
Uh project of ruling us,.which has fascinated them. The sods of Cartagena and 
Yencsada shall be sohs of a samo family, joined by gratítude, joined by love 
and mutual interest^ I, in the ñame of the people whom I have the glory of 
oommanding, and who have confided me their care during the war, offer to the 
State of Cartagena all that is in my power, and can contribute to the destruction 
of our enemies and to our mutual sccurity.'' 

Aa to the project of Coníederation, which was no other than the unión of the 
littoral provinces of Venezuela and Cundinamarea, fit>m the mouth of the Orinoco 
to tha Cape Gracias Adiós, on the Mosquito Coast, it never had any results. It 
was an anticipated stcp, but uselcss ; as all that is projected outside of the op- 
portanity, which is the enamcl of all affairs. During that violent course which 

In acooidanoe I order all the tribonals, chieft and authorities civil as well aa 
militajy and eoeleslastical, to ohey, and cause to be obeyed, oomplled and executed, 
in all ita parta. 

Giren at the palaoe of the supreme executive power of the State of Cartagena 
de T"^*— ^ 15th of líaroh, 1814, 4th of our independenoe. 

MANUEL RODRIQUEZ, 

President-Govemor of the State. 
LUIS CARRASQUILLO, 
Chief4>ffloe(r. 
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was brought about by the events, tbe soíl infested witb bostíle guemllM, wiA 
annics Hke thoso oí Cagignl and Boyes, whicb inspired a jast alami to the p»- 
triots and who 1>oasted of their numl>era, manifestíng openly their intention qf 
cnr-hainÍDg lilicrty. it was not possiblc to occupy at the same time in interna] aad 
tranquil or^ganizations. It was indispensable to mcet them face to fiuse; conqner 
them or die. BoIi\'ar wannly acknoTrlcdgcd the homage prcsented to hia gloiy, 
:ind deferrcd for a time, when be sbould bave passed through tbat long joamcy 
of periis and evil.% the rcalization of the project of tbe CoancÜ of Cartagena.* 

On the lOth of May the Libcrator wus ut Valencia ; the 12th be paflwd a ra- 
víew itf tbe troops ; the 17th be was cncamped in front of the enemy. It wii 
in tbe plains of Carat^bo I 

Tbe forces of Bolirar numbercd 5,000 mcn. Cagigal was superior ; but a IXtím 
Providencc was to favor the Tcnturcd action in tbia gloríous field. Temcritj 
Í8 not nlways unlucky, as is also pmdcnce always fortúnate. 

In the midst of m> inany fatigues nnd pcriis, having Cagigal in front and Bom 
at Carabobo, who was marchlng on witb a numcrous and formidable body ét 
í avalry ; the existení^e of the repuMic entrusted to tbe morality and valor oftke 
iudepondcnts : when it wis necessar}' to conqucr, an extraordinary erent eme 

to troublc and dceply mortify the mind of the Liberator ! The infintiy 

cf the East, whicb Mariflo had brought, led ofT by the sergeants, deeerted. A 
i"olumn of 200 mcn abandoned the field in the silence of night, taking the road 
to San Diego. Fortunatcly thcy got lost in the foresta, ignoríng the road ; and 
Urdancta infornied of the cvcnt. scnt out in their searcli, rcducing them eadly 
to obcdience. On the arrival at Valencia, tbey were drawn up in front of the 
;inny, and thcrc, tbe rínglcadors and one soldicr out of erery fiye wen abot 
The enl was cured ; but Bolívar was surpriscd by tbis críme, which if it mi 
again rcpcatcd could be of hiicIí fatal consequcnces. 

Witb the división which Ril>as brought from Caracas the Liberator oigamnd 
aucw the army into four divisions ; the ríglit wing was confided to Bermndei; 
the Icft to Valdez ; the centre to Cnlonel Flori'ucio Palacios ; the r e a e r r c aad 
artiilery to Colonel Jalón ; the cavalry of the E.i^t witb the dragoons of tíw 
West to Colonel Antonio Frcitcs. Urdnneta was named Chief of Staff; HoBtiDi 
(Mariano), Sub-Chief ; Marino and Ribas were to second Bolívar, who had be- 
Fide him Coloncls José Leandros Palacios, Garcia de Sena, Aldao, Tomas Mon- 
tilla and other chic&. In this onler the anny marched against the hnsta of Cagi- 
gal. The Lil)erator directed personally all the operations, being the firat in tk 
penis and military fatigues : 

Monstrat tolerare labores 

Non jnbet.. (Lücam. 1. IX.) 

At one p. M. on the 28th of May the fíre commcnced. Tbe moat gloríoni n^ I 



* Notwithstandlng all, when the Liberator was informod of the miafortunes d 
Naiwleon, of the occupatiou of París by the a1li«'8, he invitod the Congreoi of New 
Granada to tho view of sending a jilonipotcntiary minístor to Eoiope, to defend 
the rí:fht8 of the South American republioH, and to obtain its reoognitíon froa tbi 
Con^rress of Cluitillon. Tho Granadanian minisitcr shuuld go nnited witb tbe OM 
that Venosuela sbould scnd. In oíft'ct, th«^ govommcnt of tbe unión nomlnated 
Doctor José María del Rt^al, a lawyer of Curtagena, who knew tbe customs of 
Enrope, and an officer namcd Aldao was appointcd bis secretary. They left Imafr 
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tory shouM crown tbe efforts of Bolívar. Thosc bordes, wbo tbroatcned tbc 
freedom of tbe country, and carne tbir.^tin-r for vcngcancc and crime, found tbeir 
dcatb on tbe yery tcrritory tbey profaned. His orders were tbe most precise 
and td tbe parpóse, and be compensatcd for the numerical inferioríty of bis 
troops by tbe dcxterity of bis mancBuvrefl. Ilis calm sigbt ran every moineot 
over tbe fleld wbere tbe glories werc increasing and tropbies^cing clcrated to 
Venezuelan bonor. Disorder was tbrown in tlie ranks of Cagigal ; be wisbcd 
still to defend bimsclf on tbc beigbts ; but in vain, be was driven back, and tbe 
timid cbief was forced to fly along witb somo of bis subaltems, Correa, Calzada 
and otbcrs tow.irds Barina^. The royalists were routed; tbe infantry were 
killed or taken prísoners. Scveral ofñcers, amongst tbem tbe commander of tbc 
le^ment of Granada, fell into tbe bands of Bolívar ; otbers, as Pueyes, Méndez, 
Paa, Somarríba (Major-Qeneral of infantry), were found stretcbqd ín tbe diist; 
aO tbc enemy's artíllcry, 500 muskcts, 9 flags, 4,000 borscs, prorisions, cattle, 
magazines, documents, and a large booty were tbe tropbíes of tbís famous battlc, 
ifiíicb for tbe fiflb time saved tbe repubhc ! 

Sucb is the celebratcd battle of Canihobo, won witb less men, tbe laiircls 
snatched from the brows of an enemy wbicb tbougbt ít«ielf victorioas. 

The TÍctory of Carabobo made known tbe details of tbe unbeard-of acts of 
barbarous cnielty consummated by tbe Spaniards nt San Carlos. Wbat horror ! 
The bifltory of tbe most savage fierceness does not present sucb terrible scones 

of blood and martyrdom " The brutal Calzada," says an ocular wit- 

neai, "as soon as be took possession of San Carlos by tbe cvacuation of our sol- 
diera, cansed to be murdered more than two humlred persons, without ezcepting 
the aged, the fair sex, ñor tender infancy. In the sacred temple he causcd to 
be aasaasinated two individuáis wbo had taken reñige thero, flecing from the 
aavage ferocity. In the same temple tbey violatcd two vii^ns and robbcd all 
tho sacred jewels^ But tbeir crimes and barharity did not cease bcre ; tbe cbap- 
lain Carlos Quintana, a native of tbis town, after liaving bcen castrated and bis 
ean been atmck ofE^ was flayed alive : thcy made him look on bis skin, and añer 
he had seen it tbey cut his tbroat. Tbis is tbe conduct wbicb is observed ín 
regard to Amerícans. The town was ílrcd ; the dwcllings pillagcd ; and the 
inhabitants left without auything to covcr tbeir nudity, ñor witb wbat to live ! 
Thia is tbc catastropbc wliicb tbe town of San Carlos has just suffered, one of 
the most beautiful of tbe towns of Venezuela."* 

However strong may bave been tbc mind of tbe Liberator, born for great un- 
dertfikings, he could not belp t^) suffer the most terrible anxíetíes wbcn he 
paoaed to reflect wbat fate sbould attend on the provinces of Venezuela, and 
the whole of America, if disdaínful fortune sboyld deny him a participation of 
her favora. He had just conquered ; but tbe battle of Carabobo, altbougb ím- 
portant and gloríous, was not deci:)ive. The terrible enemy, Bovcs, was pre- 
paring to deliver another tremendous combat, witb a large number of warlike 

diatély ; but did not succeed, bccause tbc English ministers refuscd evcn an audi- 
mnce to Real. Real occupiod himself at London in writing a great deal on tbe 
Jbnerican revolution : he modo it known, prognosticated its triumpb, and he also 
«mplojed himself in purcbasing arma and other indi8])eñ8ablc elementa of war. 
♦ A prívate lettcr written tbe 2d of June, 1814, by a citizen of San Carlos, in- 

meried in the Gazeta of Caracas of Monday, ISth June, No. 75. Príntlng presa of 

JXnniDgo Torres. 
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tnx)ps ; and in the calcuUtioiiB of the most daríng man alone oonld the hope 
of victory be cntertúned. Tho mind of Bolirar posaesaed of that eleratioB, 
which is disco vered in predestinutcd mcn, aucceedcd in drawing adran tage froB 
the yictory, inflaming the mind of the aoldier with hia fiery militarj ^^oqnmm 
and imparting to the chicia the same gneatncaa of his feelinga Demonatiatíag 
to all the nece80ily of making frcsh and more prodi^ua efforta in ísTor of filr 
ertj and the country, because without extraordinary 8aciiflcc*a it waa impcanUe 
to rcjtniin the impctuous torrent which threatened to orenxin the rapabÜe, ht 
gave the orden most apppropríatc so that the army ahoold cover all the ^añet' 
ent painU, which wore most prominent. Urdaneta marchad to the Wart to 
recupérate the terrítory which had been loát duríng the paat month; RUm 
retumed to the capital, to múntain hím^elf in expectation; MaríAo and Jaloa 
countermarched upon Cura, to ke?p Boves in check, who waa approaching al 
the heiid of 5,000 moantcd '' llaneros,'' and 3,000 mnsketeen. The libenfeor 
flcw to Caracas, to reinimitc the public mi ni of its inhabitants, to foreaee whit 
was nocesfiíry, and to scs fínally w'.iat rcsource he could delire for tiut aiaf, 
principilly in the branch of cbthing. The govemor complimsnted bim Ibrtke 
brílliaut yictory of Cariibobo : '^ Lüt us not allow ourselves to be dozzled by tha 
tríumph with which fortune has tonlay crowncd us, be replied ; let na piepm 
ourselves for greater combats, let us put in m'jrement all the reaonrcea of ov 
good or evil position, parting from ths principie that there ia nothing doM^ 
whcn thcrc is anything Icft to dt) ; and to us there is left a great deaL" 

Great valor is rerealed in extreme afflictions. The íiberator knew ttit 
BoFcs liad made powerful prcparations at Calabozo, and had incorporatadta 
hia army, the dbperscd of Bocachica and the fugitiyes of Cambobo ; that he 
posscssed all that was necded. men and horses; that by the riren Goáriaii 
Apure and Orinoco he had receivei from Quayann, muskets, money, mnd 

nition for his Boldiurs ; andaround him all waswuntingl The 

had all been drained, all was pcnury I To the royalists were reeenred aU hip- 
pincss, to him troubles and calamitioa. They fíred the fielda, thcy trod doví 
the sced, they murdcrcd the owncrs and nothing was wanting to them; tky 
made war to nature itself, depríving her of the mcans with which abe smtiíii 
US, und all was abundant in thuir fields. B3livar wa4 wanting in all, and til 
task was becoming liy moments more and more painful ! An active man, M 
not vi'ilent, he respi^cted prívate riglit»; he did not cmploy forcé; he didart 
despoil, aui he suíTerei in;;xplici')1e wint. Was there cver a moment tkit 
passcd that dld not present him motiven for pam and sorrow ? Bnt troaUa 
did not weaken his heart; ñor if he did fcL'l ovcrpowcrcd by fatignea» didhi 
show signs of discouragcmcnt or mistrust. Like unto the palm, dqjected by 
rains, onc day erecta itself triumphint, displaying to the air the pomp of ib 
luxuríant branehcs, so Bolívar, prcsscd by contrarietica, weighcd dowa bf 
mlsfortune, afflictcd with such great ravagus, would l>e elevated each time lúgta 
to manifest to the world the treasurc of his immortal virtues. 

The moruing of the 12tli of June dawncd in sorrow for the independota 
Alrciuiy the ncws wa» repcated that Boves was marching on with a lüge noa- 
ber of sclect men and detcrmined to lay waste to all. Marino, on being inibmBd 
of it, did not retrcat from Cara, whcre he was posted; but on the contrazrki 
advanced with his 2,300 men to the unlucky point of La Puerta, wboche 
posted himself the 14th. The folio wing day at dawn the two forcea béhdd 
each othcr; but as Boves hid his troops, and as Marino did not receive end 
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newB of the nnmber ha had bronght ftt>in Calftboio, he prepired himaelf for 
the oombat, beliering to fight probably with oqual forcei. At thÍ8 moment the 
libentor airiyed from Caracas, and took command. He wished immediately 
to cfaange the aoene and to mako more efficacious and adyantageoos attaclñ 
againat the enemy, bo as not to risk the battle ; but it was now too late. The 
oombat had began. He stíll thoaght of retreating, to draw out by this strata- 
gem the hoetile forcé, and to extract his own ñom that poñtion,* bat Bovea did 
aot give him time. Sure of destroying tbe repablican army, when he beheld 
onr infimtry fighting brayely, he ordered to come forth, like an horrible deloge 
from the sinaositiea of the eoil and the a^jacent bushes, three large meases of 
oftTBlxy who attacked impetuously, and in a ff w moments destroyeri us. AU 
was kMt A brave battalion of Comana, formed a hollow square, delayed, bot 
oould not erade their entire rain. About 1,000 republicana perished on that 
frtil day. The brave Gteneral Antonio María Freites, woonded to the heart on 
beholding.the destraction of the troops he commandsd, took away bis life with 
Ida own pistola. Colonela Q.ircia de Sena, Aldio, Muftoa, Tebar, Secretary of 
tile Idberator, died gloríoosly flghting as soldiers. Boves mnrdered all thb 
WOUNDBD PRisoNEBs ; and to dJsplay better his ferodous coolness, he seated to 
dine Oolonel Jalón, who wt» one of tho last, and at the conclusión of the meal, 
ai the same taUe and in the presence of the yictim, he ordered him to be hong, 
md that hia head shoold be aent to Calabozo, aa an agreeable present to hii 
fiienda. 

Karino, with a few fbllowers, succeeded in escaping by the ridge of Pao de 
Zuata Bolívar and Ribas went to La Victoria, and from thenoe to Caracas. 

Qn hia aniral at La Victoria, the Liberator did not hide from any one the 
mhiqppy event of La Puerta. He related the destraction, and ended in recom- 
mending strength of mind and constHncy through the ficklenesa of fortune. 
To obitmct the operations of the victor whilst he went to the capital to inyent 
laeans of reaistanoe and to f ave Caracas ; he notified Colonel José María del 
flacramento Femandex to defend tho small forts of Cabrera ; to D'Elhuyar he 
noommended the greatest Tigilance ; tó Colonel Escalona, military chief of 
Yolancia, he ordered to put the city in a state of defenoe ; to ürdaneta, finally, 
wiio waa at Barquisimeto with a column of aix hundred men, he sent notice to 
frO back to Valencia. " Let us repair the serere blow which for the second 
tune we haye suffered at La Puerta," he aaid to all ; ** the art of yictory la 
Imtnt in defeata." 

On the 16th of June the Liberator arriyed at the capital, accompanied by 
GeBoal Ribas and other chieftains. 

The poeition of Caracas waa really painful. 

The same day that Boliyar airived here Boyea enterod La Victoría, following 
on the heela of the defeated. Thia chicf dirided his forcea in two portiona, 
destining two thouaand men under the command of Captain González, to opér- 
ate against Caracas, and with the main body of the army he proceeded in x>er- 
Km towarda Valencia at the break of day of the 17th. He oyercame the resist- 
moe be met with at Cabrera (to which action the son of the Marquis of Casa 
León concurred, leading the bordes of Boyes through his own farm, ** La Trini- 
dad 'O* *i^^ PU^ ^ ^^ sword the braye defenderá of the fortiflcations, as also 

* Thia waa the aame phMe when Campo-Eliaa foaght a battle againat Boyea» in. 
which he waa defeated. 
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mtiny of tbe families of tbe adjacent TÍIUgea. The shragliter theie caiised bj 
the royalists was terrible, treading inbumanly under foot fhe dead bodiui^ 
whicb tbej left unboríed to borrífy tbe lÍTÍng.* 

BoveA, wbo bad recdred a reinforcement of eigbt bniidrad men at Gnacuai 
and wbo was at tbe bead nf tbree tbousand yictorioua ^ Uaneíoa,*' beneged 
Valencia tbe 19tb, making fearful intimations to tbe garriaon. 

Colond Don Juan Escalona resisted beroically, rdying on receiTÍng leinfi»» 
ments from Urdaneta and Bolivar. 

BoTcs rciteratcd bis threats, promising to murder tbe popnlatioii ; bot Eva- 
lona replied bravcly and determinedly tbat ^ be wonld not auirender the pía» 
wbilst be possessed nieans to defend it** Tbe oombat was incessaiit The 2Sd 
tbe Spaniards occapied San Francisco. 

It tben-liappcncd tbat, citber tbrougb cowardiceor treaaon, the two brothn 
Medina, citiziíns of San Curloíf, passed ovcr to tbe camp of tbe loyaliati, lad 
were rcccived, great God ! in tbe most cruel manner tbat can be imagined by 
tbe most blood-tbirsty and savage of men. Homs were boond to their íqr- 
beads, and tbey were tcascrl as In a bull-figbt, landng them nntil thcy fiad. 
Inhuman! ty unwortby of savages I 

The 34tli, D*£lhuyar, placed betwecn two fires, nused the si^^ of Pnerta 
Ca])ello, and embarked witb bis small forcé at Ocumare de la Costa for ÍA 
Gua}Ta. By tbb tbe defender» of Valencia becamc more ábandoned and weik- 
cned, wbo lost tbe hospital and otbcr liouses contiguous to the place (iSlk 
of June;. Thcre were killed tbe wounded wbo were nnable to escape : aad 
Boye», wbo breatbed only blood, carried to an extreme bis poipoae of takii^ 
the Uves of all. He wisbed to depopulate America, as she was depopidated 
before, and leñ it a <U-sert by tbe Ainiagros, Nicuexaa, Aguirres, Pizanoa, tnd 
rcmaíning companions. 

Tbe besicging cbicf on l)cing informed of tbe detormination of D^EDinniv 
mai\;hcd witb a few soldiers to Puerto Cabello, leaying tbe siege in chaige of 
bis second, Don Francisco Tomas Morales. Tbis one made an aasaolt on tk 
place at nigbt, whicb was bloody, the confiict of tbe besiegcd being in ma wd 
by the explosión of some bnrrels of powder, whicb caused many nüsfortinHk 
Sererul pcarcful citizcns presented themselves to the cnemy beliering thni li 
securc )>ettcr tbcir fate: but thcy found a tomb instead of protection; tfci 
Señor Cazí)sla (dnc of them) iM'risbing by blows from an axe. 

At the* same time thnt Boves retume<l from Puerto Cabello, bringing aloi| 
witb him from there hand grenades and muskcts, witb whicb he did not gÍT«i 
momentos pcace to the besicged ; Cagigal, Calzada, Ceballos, and other dáA 

* The Spaniard Torrente» on referríng to tliis cmelty of Borea, saja veiy tiaóDj, 
as if he was treating of doflfs : " Tbo whole of tbat brilUant eolnnin (tbat wkkk 
defended the fort of CabR*ra) was put to the sword, from Femandea to the lowMl 
drummer." And not cvcn tho leost exprcssion of sorrow for anch a barfaarooi 
massocre, wlüch horrified humanity I Not oven the smallest aign of diaannoba- 
tion for tliat soa of blood I On the contra ry, a little forther on, he ia untirinf ii 
praishi;; this scoorgo of God, and says tbat Boves was, " the braveat man Ameriei 
evcr U'hdd ; the moet unblumislied royalist, the warrior moat abondant ia ia> 
coursi^s and stratagems ; the most fortúnate leader, the moet popular cfaief, arf 
who knew more than any one elsc how to gain the love of the aoldier, and a aeflfr 
adoration on the part of tlio " llaneros I" . . . (Vol. IL, p, 88) 

Whero are the moráis and good judgment of the Spanish historian T 
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jolned him with twelTe hondred men collected ai Barinas, which tabaidy made 
stni more hopeleM the fiíte of the defenderá of Valencia. The fire had already 
deroored many of the houses, and the patriota wore redoced to an only angle 
of ihe place. That handínl of men, the brarest, the moet deaerring of immor- 
tal pniae, redated the impetnooa attacks of foor thonaand soldiers who spread 
death on all sidea. Nerer has any band fought with more brarery. Escalona, 
Gküremor Bap^o, Lieatenant-Colonel Uscategni, Captain Yelazco, Granadaniana 
Aloorer, Gogorza, Oienfhegoa, Pofla, Lopes (father of General Nardao Lopes) 
and othera, imroortalised their ñame by that admirable tenadty with which 
ihey defended the place, dying of thirát, eating fllthy animáis, the dwéUinga 
ndñoed to rubbiah, withont shelter, breathing an atmosphere infected by the 
putrafaction of the bodies which laid anboricd. And all this nnder a deadly 
id incesoant ítre i 

Valencia was now defenceless. 

H was impossible to flght againat sicknees, against hnnger and thirst, and 
UDcearing and painful íatigae. 

On ihe moming of the 9th of Jnly, they heard the rereille fiom the enemies 
camp, Tiras to the king, and a sálate of twenty-one cannons. They beheld 
«fterwards a white flag placed on an edifice, and later on there appeared an 
cffioer, hrini^ng a misaÍTe from Caracas, sent by the Archblshop OoU and Pratt 
and the Marqois of Casa León, notiíying them of the oocapation of the capital 
bj the Í^Mniards and the retreat of Bolirar and the independents. Boyea 
ppopoaed a capitulation to the besieged. Escalona and Espejo repeated with 
huKÁmnj ** We should not surrender ;" bot the officers and many other distin- 
gaidied persons nrged them to accept the capitolation, and tiiey consented. 
Tliej named as plenipotentiaries to negotiate the troaty the Dr. Mignel Pefla 
«nd Colonel Feliz Uscategni ; they solicited hostagee and the negotíation was 



Borea entered Valencia (lOth of Jnly) nnder faror of this treaty, by which 
rstípnlated the inviolabillty of life in regard to the inhabitants of that capi- 
tal, military or civil, who were not to be molested for their opinions, and coiüd 

leftTe the oonntry, taking álong with them their wealth. Boyes swore 

hB wonld fulfiU this agreement ; he invoked the chaatisement of HeaTen if he 
deriated fiom his promises, and in the presence of the Holy Sacrament he re- 
peated a hnndred times that he wonld not shed the blood of the defenceless, . 
and of those who snbmitted themselyes by the capitnlatíon ; but, alas 1 hardly 
ImmI ho bdield himself master of the position, he perfldionsly ignored the treaty, 
,TÍolat6d his oath in disregard for the Dirine Mijesty, and he mnrdered with • 
^ inhnmanely and sayagely, QoYemor Dr. Frandsoo Espejo, ninety of the 

I dtisena, sixty-fiye officers, and three hnndred and ten soldiers I * 

Xnonnona ootrages and examples of cmelty and porfidy, ezecnted not only 

* The night of the day on which Boyes oocnpied Valenda, hia offieers obliged 
Ihe jmmg ladies moaming for the death oí their &thers and brothers, to dance at 
ft bsíU which they prepared in honor of the yictor, and while snch an immoral per- 
ÍMTim»M* laated» the second in oommand. Morales, with a eompany of snnnsnlns, 
«ateved the hooae of lady Úricas, whére they foond some patriot officers, and pul 
.them all to the sword. Espinosa, Paria and others, died there martyrs. Faycñed 
hjr the hall, and informad of what was happening; Colonel Escalona» who waa de- 
tained in the yoy apaitment of Boyea, íledl 
lA 
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by hñtná and paañon, bat by tbe adrice, whicb pomadad tfae roymliMí not to 
r0q>ect tbe word giren to insnrgenta, and conrenient to iba canae of Spain Úm 
deaolation and depopoUtion of America I 

Tbe Liberator bad dictated at Caracas áU tbe measnres wbicb Ida miliwt 
warlike tálenla, hia actirity and bis lore for independence bad aiiggHfeed to 
bim. He assembled tbe pcople to spcak to tbem, and inspire tbem witb bope; 
be publisbed tbe law of tbe emancipation of all tbe alares wbo ahoold «¿it 
nndcr tbe repablican flags ; be solidted from tbe cbnrcbes tbe jewds widch 
were not indispensable for tbe worsliip, witb tbe riew of appljring tbem to Iks 
nrgencies of tbe moment ; be dictated sereral measoies to sare tbe repubÜc fros 

tbe tempest in wbicb it was to wreck ; bnt all in rain. At tiw ■■• 

time tbat Qonzales was adrancing with part of tbe troopa of Bores by tbe nad 
of La Yictoría, the guerrilla Macbado passed orer tbe ridge of tba mouBtriv 
of Ocumarc, and threatened Caracas on the soutb. For one moment tbe Uhet- 
ator thought of resisting in tbis capital, and eyen cansad to ba aractad a huII 
fort, and water and food to be collected at San Francisco, in tba 
otber edifíces wbicb were placed on the fortified distríct; bnt ba 
bis mind on accoont of solid reasons. Wbat did be pronúse bima^ witb Úá 
defense of Caracas? From wbom did he ezpact belp? Was it not belfeerto 
remain free to go in searcb of sacconrs in tbe East and cany tbe war to tte 
plains, lost as was the tno portíon of the repnblic ? The rwrisfamce at ta 
Hateo can be onderstood—the army of Marifio was coming to tba bdp of 1^ 
Lil^rator. Urdaneta was able to rcsist at Valencia ; Bolirar woold lly to bb 
succoor. But the defense of Caracas, eren witb the probability of swtaiiñiy 
the siege for a long time, of wbat scrrice would it haré boen ? Wbat wodd 
haré been its utility ? All would haré terminated, after soffering a tboiond 

irreparable erils, in capltulating at discretion and Bolirar nerar c^il- 

ulated I In the terrible strífc for the emancipation of the Kow World, ba esnwd 
Jiearly all the encmies who opposed him to capitúlate ; bnt be nerer capitolstod, 
he nerer surrendered bis sword. He exerdsed generosity toward tba conqnaed: 
he nerer rcdaimed it from the conqaeror. 

Bolirar determincd to eracuate the capital Before doing so, bowaro; k 
vwished to make an attempt on the enemy at Adjuntas, and sant a oolou of 
troops who met the royaüsts at Macarao. This reconnoitre was fhntIeaa,wlD(ft 
cost the lires of onr prisoners, among tbem the Commandant 
rasqueta. 

The Liberator set out finally on the 6th of July in retreat towards 
The country was left to the mercy of the conqueron. " In rain," rélatea aa oct*, 
lar witnesa, ** in rain were the cruel sacrífices which the Caracacenians madali 
sare their temples, tbelr fíresides, the soil on which tbey weía bon fron Ai 
impious outrages of barbaríty ; the tyrants, drenched witb blood, walkad Otmafi 
the streete, and in the namc of the king thcy consummated tbe aacrilice of a 
entire population ; who, aghast, sought rcñige in the inaccessible roads, ia ^ 

foresta, on the seas, flcdng ík>m the savage murdcring knife. Tbeaged, 

the honest and delicate young girls, tender infanta, numerous and laqpectabk 
familics abandoned their belored country bccause Spanish dominión bad tpntá 

on all sides fire and dcstruction Caracas was desertad ; and tbe Spaa- 

ish flag wared orer the tomb of patríotism.''* 

* Sketch of the Military Histoiy of Venesoala. 
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AIl that the chromcles of those times relate of the crimeB of Boyes and hia 
followers in the year 1814 should be beUered. Eyen it can be added that they 
raíate almost nothing of what transpired ; tyranny, of wbicb there has never 

been any examplea, extoitions, insulta, yiolence, ndns ! Boyes to Batíate 

hia beart astonnded by bis craelty. No sweet affoctíon could sofien tbitt breast 

of bionze I * To describe by one act tbe fiercencss of sucb bandit, it is 

snfflcient to say that the Coiint de la Oranja and Don Manuel Marcano, respect- 
, áble persona, inoffensiye and of royalist opinions, commissioned to congratúlate 
Machado, and accompany him to Caracas, he ordered them to be lanced, and 
canaed to expire amidst tortures. 

And what then waa of Cagigal ? will ask my readers; where waa this man of 
moderatíon and social yirtues, to wbom corresponded the command of the 
Csptain-Gknenüsy of Venezuela ? A miserable paper did he represent in the 
midat of so many excesses. His authoríty was yoid ; bis person looked upon 
with snspicion, and eyen with hatred by Boyea, Calzada, Morales^ etc. At Gua- 
cas» the first montíoned of these wretches disrogarded him, who, like Monte- 
Terde, had raised himself with the Proyince ; full of mortificatíon, Cagigal went 
to ahut himaelf up at Puerto Cabello, reporting to Spain the hisubordinatíon of 
Bores, and of his unheard of insults to humanity and religión. The chastisement 
wbich he receiyed fix>m the goyemmcnt of Madrid waa the approyal of hia con- 
doct, to style "gloríous triumphs" his deyastations; to reoeiye the rank of 



* The preabyter Ambrosio Llamozas, whom many of my readers must hayo 
known, occnpying a distingnished post in the choros of the Cathedral of Caracas, 
waa chaplain of Boyes. A prieet fáll of piety and christian yirtues ncyer justified 
the excesaea of that sayage ; but on the oontrary, he on many occasions exhorted 
liim to ham&nity and to feelings of compaasion. When Boyes proclaimed tho 
lamona drcnlar of the Ist Noyember, 1818, which I will oopy in continuation, the 
8r. Llamólas spoke to him with unction, but only got in itipíj a threat and gross 
expresaions. The presbyter Llamozas wrote to Spain, and aecretly forwarded a 
memorándum of the atrocities of Boyes, day by day, with indications of the placea, 
Sbeddents, ñames, &c : a predoua document, of which there la presenred a copy 
ftom the archiye of the oíd captain-generalcy of Caracas. The goyemment of the 
Península paid no attention to the exposition of Lhmiozas ; and he waa written to 
IWxn Spain, that he exposed himself that the goyemment áhould delate him to ' 
Borea» when the purpoae of the yirtuoua prieet waa none other than to put an end 
to ao much deeolation. 

The circular of which I haye aboye made mention of, áll written and slgned by 
tha yery Boyes, and which la printed in the Gaceta No. 19, oonesponding to the 
9Mi Noyember, 1812, reads thua: "Don Jobb Tomas Boysa, commander-in- 
dilef of the army of Barloyento, &c By the present I giye oommisslon to Captain 
Joae BoAno Torrealya, so that he may reeruit as many men aa may bo useful for 
ihe aeryiee, and placed at the head of them, he can punue all tralton and punish 
ÜMm with the last penalty ; in the understanding that only time suffident to recite 
ft credo will be giyen to them to reoommend their souls to the Creator, giying no- 
lioe that the intereata which may be collected from these traitora shall be diyided 
•mongat the soldiera who defend the holy and Just cauaeand the merit which eyery 
Individual may aequire, shall be reoommended to the oommander general of the 
pioyinoe. I ask and eharge all the oommandanta of the troope of the Eing to 
•oaiat him in all that may be neeessazy. JOSÉ TOMAS BOYES. 

Headquartera of Guayabal, Noyember 1, 1818. 
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Cokniel, and to manifest to bím that the thnme acksowledged Us Impocfiiit 
aeiriceB, and admiied his diatingmshed braveiy ! * 

Boyes entered Caracal the 16th of Joly. Hia fint act waa a decrae cif iiniiíif/ 
whích he published the 18th, offoring to forget the pait, and the oomplete »- 
curity of the persona; bnt on the 88d he circolated an oidor to tfae jndígaa ttiM 
b j their own power, and withoat the intenrention of any superior anthority, Clif 
ikauld caum to he ihot all thate whom they eotuidered acoomfUiae» ti» tk§ éiatk ^ 
the Spaniarde, Such a commission given to men oflended, and moat oonmOB^i 
ignorant, prodnced terrible and bloody retaliations. " Aibiten of €¡u¡S£pag 
the crime, and Btimulated, now by revenge, again by the deaiie of ^»AÁ;^ 
tbemselves with the spoila of thcir rictories, these judgoa dermtated Üm con- 
try, feeding themselves, as is nsaal for tyranny and mlgarity, oo the beit aad 
most distinguished. On all sides there wcre organized banda of MMMriBii «bo 
in silenoe would take oat firom the town9 men with snpposed orden of tíie ao- 
thority, and would kill them without pity. Then it was ffaat Chq|»ito QooMÚm 
of the royalist execationers at Caracas, made forever his ñame horñUe, and ttat 
of the Canadá de Cotitzita; then it was that La Victoria, fian Hateo, Con, Tv- 
men> and other towns experíenced other men and other placea oC honor aad 
malediction.t 

Boyes continned in punuit of the reargoard <tf the Liberator, leaviag inlíi 
stead at Caracas as €k>yemor Don Juan ^«pomnceno Qoero. 

'^ Who would haye beHeyed,** exclaims Baralt with reason, ^ that doriag Úmm 
unhappy days the quick departure of Boyes was an eyil for Caimcaaf* 

In cffect, Quero catised Boyes tó be loyed, and judged meiciñil andkindl 
As he had no other desire than to distinguish himself as a royaliat, cansiiig ti 
be forgotten his former opinions, he obliterated them in the blood of hia oooi- 
trymenl 

This drcnlar, which oponed the way to reyenge and theft, waa fcÜkmeá tf 
others, and by oommunications the moet arbitrary and inhumana. Montha wñm- 
waids, the ycry same Boyes, writing to the Judge of Camatagna, aald to him: *I 
receiyed the men, and I ezpect ftom yoor efflcadty that yon wUl noi leayeooetbat 
may be of nse, to eonclude with these knayea, and after repose in the boaom é 
their &milies." 

" P. D.— Half of thoee yon sent me deserted ; H is a nscallty. Ton siisll pit 
them to the sword, and if they do not appear, yon shall aend me thdr floBflhi 
arrested, to make an example. Don't be easy with these rogoea. Galaboao^ Wk 
May, 1814.— BoyES.** In another commnnication dated the 88d 'Mmj, he sidd I» 
him : " Endoayor to assemble all the capable men which maj be fomaá la Ai 
field, and he who refases to appear to the yoice of the King, ahall be heU ss • 
tiaitor, and be jmt to the sword. The thefts, the ontragea, the taocMas «IM 
the horrified presbyter Llamoaas relates, canses one to shiyer. Whh nmom Ai 
the Liberatorsay that ** Boyes was not bred with woman*s milk, bnt with Iha IM 
of tigers and the fories of helL" Notwithstandlng he fimnd frienda asad ftm- 
gyrists ; he fonnd defenden, and the Spanish goyemment l ew mr ded tíanmáu0f 
hi8 important eervicee! After the death of that sayage, the tyiBBta eien wtM 
ceremonies, and the foneral rites which were celebnted for hia aool weie poapoa' 
in the cathedial of Caracas the 14th Febmary, 1815, offldating aa pontilhisl At 
ArchUshopI What aberration I what íanatidam I TooAbr the lamb tira h|yanal *• 

* Boyal order of the 6th October, 1814, oommnnioated to CaglgalhimaBUl 

t Besumen of the Histoiy of Venexuéla. 
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Quero in the time of Miranda serred the cauBe of independence, as second 
Commandant of Cayalry, and when the capitnlation of La Victoria took place, 
he was Gtoyemor of CKncaSypro tem.^ on acconnt of the absence of Coloncl Fran- 
cLko Carabafio. Secretly adheríng to the royal party, he wrotc to Monteverde 
in order to ingratiate himeelf in his fayors, and infonned him that he could rely 
Ofn him, and to qoicken hb march on the capital Ue knew aftcrwards how to 
máke himself esteemed by the Spaniards ; and more than all he knew how to 
morder his brethren, being one of oor most cruel persecutora. Quero was named 
GoTemor of Caracas, at the departore of Bovcs (26th of July), in the direction 
of the East; and it cannot be contained in cxaggeration the dcspotism and the 

fisrocity of that renegade American I Quero was bom on the same day 

and year as Boliyar ; he was a Yenezuelan. But in the manner that on 

the same soil is bom and brcd besides the bencfidal plant, the poisonous hele- 
bore ; thus, these two mcn were bom and bred on the same soil ; one destined 
to stain himself with infamy, the other to coyer himself with dazzling glory.* 

Dnring this same fatal epoch, (unhappy year of 1814 1) in which Boyes was 
Tictorioos oyer Boliyar and that the Republic of Venezuela was plunged in a 
áeep abjH of sorrow and sacrifices, the Spanish General Osorío, discmbarked at 
Takahaano and defeated O'Higgins and the braye and expert José Miguel Car- 
rera at Rancagua (Chili). Thus in the extremes of the Continent fortune re- 
joioed in prostrating us ; and also prostrated us in México, where the i&trepid 
Moréloe and the sagadous Matamoras surrendered to the strength of the blood- 
thirsty Calleja ; but what a different fate experienced our brethren of the South 
and México I Osorio was a man, he showed himself i^nsible to entreaties. .... 
IJanoa, Onantia, Arm^jo, softened the severe ordera of Callea ; they were horri- 

íted at moidering the defenceleas. But Boyes, Morales, Quero, González, 

Rósete, Pay, Yafiez, Millet, Calzada, Lizon. Greot God I were beasts 

amoogat the yeiy beasts, who ignore what is compassion and humanity. On 
all parta there were oatrage and yioleoce ; there were tyrants it is tme ; but 
amongrt were let loóse the ñiries of helL 

Eooe populas Teoitt de torra Aqailonis ; 
SagitUm et acutam arripiet ; cniddii est 
Et noo mUerebitar. 

(Jbrbm. ti.) 

** Behold a x>eople comcth from the north country ; they ahall lay hold on bow 
aad spear; they are crael and haye no mercy." 

* The tndtor Joan Nepomaceno Quero, who was making his career onder the 
fl^"**J» hanneiiy 1^ flattering the chiefis, by seryility to the Eoropean shop-keepe» 
añd peddlen^ and by the moet cruel peraecution of his own countrymen, remained 
la éharge of the oommand of the capital, and prolonged the murders and depreda- 
Hona in aa naheard-of manner. Under his authority there were organized banda 
ét pezaecatosi and aasaasina, who shed human blood and*made numerous familiea 
■Mram. Chepito González, Don Ignacio Hernández, i^tothecary, the artisan Ponte 
and othen^ zeoeiyed orders from the insolent Quero, and dragging from the fire> 
ridea in the obecotity of the night, the father, the huaband, the son, the brother, 
Ihe telation or friend, they woold lead them to the dreadftd site of Cotizita, a place 
wláeh made itself monumental, or they would aesasainate in the yery streets in 
the moet iniquitoua and ferodoua manner. (Bketoh of the Military Hiatozy of 
Venesoela.) 



OHAPTER XV. 

1814. 

VCHB10C8 BHIOEáTIOX WRICI AOOOMPAina VEM LiraEÁlOI TO BAICBLOirA — SUrrBBITCi— 
•IXQULAR IDBA OP BOUTAE— BATTLB OP ABAQÜA, DISA^TBOUS ZST m COXSBQUBBOi^m 
UBBRATOR PEOCBBDS TO CÜMAKA — PROJBCTS TO flOSTAIST HIHSBLP AT 4lümiA — Vaua/t 
OP BIAXCHI — THB LIBBBATOR A!f D HARll^O BBSCCB A OBBAT PABT OP THAT WHICB BtAKB 
WA9 tARRTIKO OPP — TBBT BBTÜBJf PKOM PAHPATAB TO CABOPABO — OOBBPIEACT OP BIBAl 
AND PIAB — IHPBaOXHBXT OP HABIÑO — BIAHCBI PBBBÍ UM — DBPAKTVBB OV TBB USa* 
ATOE AMD MABIÑO POB OABTAQBICA — HAXIPBST OP BOUTAB — POBXTIOV OP APPAIlt DT O» 
TA-PIRMB — DBATB OP B0TB8 AXD BIBAB. 

WHEN tbe Liberator sct ont fix)m Caracas on his rctreat to Baioél<nia, heiVM 
foUowed by a nnmeroas emigration, which feared more the e xct m m of 
Boyes apd his bordes, tban tbc fatigues and rísks of an tmcertain pÜgrioMgei 
Families fled disconcertcd, confosed, borror-strickon, eacb ono leandng m inO 
as tbcy could tbc inconvcnicnccs of tbe road ; and tbe royaliata wotdd oriatúai 
tbem, and niassacre tbcm witbout pity. Tbis Tfonld increase the anziety, aad 
evory onc would bony tbeir ñigbt, witbout stopping to take resl or íbod, hf 

rougb roads, weak ladies and cbildren on foot, tbe beart afllicted I Miiiy 

períábed from fatigue, from fear, from feyer. For tbis reason yeiy íew anifwl 
at Barcelona. 

Toe Liberator sayed tbe troops and the mflitary elementa which he waa able 
to take from Caracas, and organized about 2,000 men with which to zonit tkt 
diyisioifl which Boyes bad sent out in his pursoit, and to protect the ntt of Úh 
cmigration. 

Wbiist at Barcelona, as Boliyar bcld tbese yidssitudos which ao deeplyaflectad 
the republic, as transitory accidenta, becanse in his mind Colombia waa to^fodii 
Bovereign and independent, he tbooght of sending to Enrope a plenip 

to open relations betweeo Venezuela and Gieat Britain I A wa 

if not insensato, would tbis idea appear to many. Being without i 
resources, lost» dcfeated, forcibly abscnt from the capital, and to think, hi Ae 
settlement of diplomatical relations, when it is well known that all conrts aad 
cabinets aro always in fayor of the one that wins, was a lerity and indiaci<eet 
tbougbt, to say tbe least But tbe Liberator wbo never yadllated for a rnonudl 
la tbe bellef of the republic ; who had tbe powerful conyiction of the indcpai* 
dence, looked opon tbis deputation as yery natural and in order, af^\ing per* 
(214) 
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^P*> ^ infitmct, in the pleaaing exerdae of the common rights of natious, tlie 
oompensatíon of the inexorable disgust, which the onheard of barbaiitíes of the 
Spanish chieftama aought to have prodaced in hia mind. 

To jadge Bolivar properly in this act, it is requisite to feel as he fislt, and to 
haTO the fiíith, the intense confidence, impalsiye of the firmest conyiction which 
hehad. 

The Colonel Dacoudrays Holstein, absord adyenary of the Libcrator, as has 
already been referred to in another part, writes that, ^* Bolívar, endeavoring to 
obtain the piotection of the Brítish govemment, dispatched on the 12th of May 
to London, Colonels Lino Clemente and John Robertson, with the viuw of ob- 
taining fiíyorable treaties of commerce ; that the comnüssioners embarked in 
the ship * Palma,' and that on their arriyal at 8t Thomas, the Danish govemor 
zeñising to recognize their diplomatical character, they retumed to La Goayra.'* 
All this is inyention; and I wonld add, stupid invention», At the date which is 
znentioned, the Liberator was busy with the preparations for the battle of Cara- 
bobo ; Colonel Clemente was not dispatched to London ñor to any other desti- 
nation, and eyen haying been, it cannot be understood what the goyemor of the 
Danish Island of St. Thomas shoald haye to do with him and his diplomatical 
cbaracter. What is certain in this subject, is, that the Liberator wrote from 
Barcelona on the 2d of August to Don Pedro Goal, saying to him that he had 
TCflolyed to send one of hb generáis to England to treat with the goyemment 
of ffis Britannic M^jesty npon the relations of Venezuela ; but that, requiring 
for this project a man of war, which should conduct in safety the Enyoy, he 
oommissioned him to place in the hands of the Admiral of the Qarbadoes a 
document in which this fayor was solicited." In this all remained, because the 
ulterior eyents decided the Ufe of the repablic, and the country's soil retumed 
into captiyity. 

With the two thousand meu which the Liberator organized at Barcelona, he 
maxched to the tdwn of Aragua, where Colonel Bermudez had situated himself 
with one thousand men more, which Mariflo had sent firom Cumana. The 
lojalist army was approaching by £1 Chaparro, numbering eight thousand men, 
oommanded by Bngadlor-General José Tomas Morales; and on the 17th of Au- 
gust, the two anules were in sight of each other. 

The Liberator efficadously aided by his companioDS-in-arms, Ribas, Bermudez, 
etc^ he had worked at Aragua with untiring actiyity to fortifjr the town, and to 
dmw adyantage firom his position on the riyer : but the numbers of the royalista 
were disproportioned, and the exit of the encounter doubtful ; above all, Ber- 
mudez haying wished to make the redstance in the fortified portion of the 
town; an erroneous opinión, because thus the cayaliy was rendered useless, 
which was excellent, and commanded by distinguished officers. Boliyar had 
di^KMed to make the fírst opposition at the ford of the riyer Guagua, by which 
the highway passed ; but in that new theatre in which he stepped, and already 
knowing the jealousies which were manifested by the officers of the East and 
Ule West, and more than all the haughty and rash disposition of Colonel Ber- 
mudez, he was obliged to condescend, permitting this one to modiíy the plan 
which he had traced out. 

At about 8 o'clock of the 18th the royalists opened their fire, aad soon after 
the combat was bloody within Aragua itself. The republicans displayed an 
imponderable brayery. The right wing, led by Boliyar in person, resisted yigor- 
ooaly and surpassingly. Death mowed down at pleasure the most predous- 
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Iítcs ; there, the brare Cungal died (the rampant tiger)^ tiíat 
who goTcraed the brídle of the hone with bis mmith, «nd the mnm wiúi boft 
hands ; thcre fcU, doing prodígies of Yftlor, woiinded eereii times, Pedro Btüm, 
commandant of the " Battalion Caracas,** compoeed of tbe most aeiaet of tím 
Carracenian youth : thcre thb battalion Yay stretcbed, ereo to the laat aoldierl 

therc abo Cedeno, Bermadez, Monagas, Zaraga, fongbt w ith wondafU 

intrepidity ; chiefs who carne írom the honorable clasB of the people; aoldie» 

of great boldness, active and brave. Bnt at the end of seren hovn ef a 

well-contestcd combat, the indcpendenta were forced to abandon the lleld ; tb» 
Liberator, with some rcmnants took the road of El Carito to Baioeloiie; P e uM 
dez procecdcd to Matnrín. Morales entered Aragna I 

The citizens fearing, took refuge in the church ; more than one i 
wcre massacrcd even npon the altar, where the sacrifice had jost I 
and if in the holy temple there was no mercy, what wonld it be in the 1 
and hoimes of the city ? Thns it was that more than 8,500 patriols ] 

peaceñil inhabitants, helpless of both scxes, for no other crime thaa Útá 

of being Americans ! 

The Liberator knowing that the defense of Barcelona was imposáble sAv Úh 
onhappy battie of the 18th, marched to Cnmana, with the remnants wUdí hi 
managed to save from the bloody field of Aragna. To that place aleo the Qm- 
erais Ribas and Piar also proceeded. 

From the moment that Marino was infonned of the defeat, he 
martial law, and in concord with many of bis officeis he endeavored to < 
trate in Guiris all bis forces and the resources which he possessed. 

Quiria is an excellent position, and it is besides ncar to TrínidAd to i 
help. 

Marino invited the citizens of Cumána to cmigrate to the coaat of Gmria; 
he recalled the yesscls of the fleet which cruised in those seas, and pat oo board 
of them the arms and mnnitions that were there to remit theiñ to the mentioMd 
destination with greater security ; and he also shipped the tzeasure andtweMl^ 
fonr cases of manufactured silver and jewels that Bolirar had taken fitm Ú» 
churchcs of Caracas. He only awaited the arríral of the Liberator with Úh 
troops to agree to the last mcasures. 

Cumana was abandoncd. Her dwellers fled frightcned. 

On that same night, that of the 25th of Augnst, the Liberator arrÍTed. !%• 
principal chiefs and officen assembled in bis apartment, and whilat he paitook 
of a soldier^s mcal, thcy conferred on the policy they shonld foUow. Duriaft 
this, a sergcant prescnted himsclf, giving notice that the fleet was sailii^ oOt 
The hour, which was adyanced, and the agreement, which in order to eflbct tbt 
dcpartnre, shonld exist with the garrison of the fort of San Antonio, caoaed thea 
to snspect a perfidy on the part of the chief. This was an Italian, named Job( 
Bianchi, a sort of filibuster, a man without fidth, who searching wealtii, had 
placed himself in the senrice of Venezuela to flnd an asylum in her porfci, and • 
markct in her cities for the sale of bis prízes. Marino had confided in him ia 
that desperato situation ; but Bianchi, as soon as he had an oocaaion to be m- 
faithful, was so at his full liberty, as if the very fact which boond him to hh 
obligatíon, shonld more him to be disloyal. 

Aditum nocendi pérfido prsttat fides. 

(Sxyac. (Edip. Aet m.) 
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Thm wben he béheld in Mb power so much wealth, he was onable to reñst 
the temptatíon of posBeesing it ; and althongh there were on board seyeral 
offioen, he dedared to them hia parpóse, and besidea, proposed to despoü the 
offioen themaelTea. 

This nnhappy erent was more transcendental than a defbat. 

The Liberator confided to Generala Ribas and Piar the command of the forcea 
left on land, and taking Marino along with him, he cmbarked in pnrsuit of 
Bianchi, with the hope of reducing him. It was midnight. In effoct, the pres- 
enoe of BolÍTar and Marino amongst the yessels of that unfaithñil adrentarer, 
and the proper and serere manner in which they trcatcd him, caosed Bianchi 
to be ^sconoerted, who made use of the pretczt that he had worked in this 
maimer to áefrtLj himself the expenses and pay of his naval forcé. Then the 
Liberator understood that it was convenicnt to dissimulate, hoping to forcé 
nanchi to a complete restitution, and eren to suffer the penalty which wonid 
be imposed on him at Marguerita, whcre he was to provide himself with water 
and proyisiona The Italian, however, balked his hopes ; becanse mistmsting, 
thmt which Boliyar thoaght, he anchored out of the reach of cannon at Pampatar. 
The Liberator suocceded finally that Bianchi should place at the disposition of 
the gOTemment of Marguerita the arms and munitions, and that he should gire 
np part of the fieet with two-thirds of the treasure and effect which were on 
board of them. Bianchi then set sail with three yessels and a third of the man- 
oftctiired silyer and jewels (eight cases), with which he satisfied himself for the 
psy, aa he said, of fbrty or fifty thousond dollors which the citíes of Marguerita 
and Oomana owed to him for prizes which he had brought to their ports. 

As soon as the Liberator had obtained that restitution, he remoyed with 
Marino to Costa Firme, he embarking in the bríg '* Arrogante," and Marino in 
the achooner " Culebra." The small ezpedition was commanded by the patríot 
oonunandant Felipe Esteyes, and set thcir course to Campano, which was still 
ft«e. They arriyed the 8d of Beptcmber at night, and the following day the 
Xiberator, fearing the perfidious conduct of Bianchi, who had followed in his 
wake, he directed to the citizcn Felipe Esteyes two Communications, which I 
eopj aa íbilows : 

**Tho traitor Giuseppe Bianchi, approaching this coast with the yessels of 
his command, and it being yery probable that he intends to take away the two 
aeiiootien which we haye brought, I expect that you will make them come under 
Üie üte of the forts, to guard them against the attempts of that yiUain. 

" God keep yon. Simok BoLiyAB. 

(Xan^Kiiu?, September 4, 1814. 

'^ Cabupaho, September 4, 1814. 
^ The citizen Captain Joaquín Marcano has been destined to receiye the siz- 
teen cásea of manufiustured ¿lyer which are on board of that yessel, according 
to the account which citizen José Paul presenres in his power. God keep yon ! 

<* Simón Bolívar. 
** TotAs eitüen eommandant of ihe 9eho<m&r * Arrogante.^ " 

The cause of our independence was in peril ; unexampled disasters baffled 
tile laudable undertaking of constitutíng the country ; and eyen Bianchi, the 
Italian fillibuster, had come to increase the calamities and miafortunes. One 
more ahould take place at Campano, which was to depiiye the lepubUc of the 
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geniuB of Boliyar, and in efiect it ma realized, the same 4th of Sqpiaiibcr oa 
ihe morning of which the Libcrator appeared at that poit. 

The militaij chiefá of the proyince, instigated hj Ribas and Piar, had finned 
on agrecmcnt of proscríption against the Liberator and Marino^ aocnaiiig tfa^ 
of having deserted the army and eecaped to the Antílles ; and prodaimed, h 
conseqaence, Ribas and Piar the prime moverá of such- criminal condoct, ftst 
and sccond chieís of the troops. Thus the recent senricea of the Liberator aad 
the patriotic solicitud u with which he was seeking his companiona-in-anu to 
continúe at their head to dcfcnd the liberty of Venezuela and of America, wm 
corresponded with insults and ycxations. Ribas, who was then at Cariaco, 
come to Campano the 4th ; he disowned Bolivar, and threw General Marino 
into prison. Intolerable ingratitude ! Unbrídled ambition ! Ribas owed to 
Bolívar his military gnides and the elevation and rank which he had naciied. 
Littic time had passed whcn, spcaking to the municipal body and notaUci of 
the people of Caracas, he had undonc himself in fcrvent praises to Bolim; 
cvcn jet many wcrc rcading that important documcnt which attríbuted compkle 
justice to the conspicuoud merit of the Liberator, and already now be doití- 
tutes and proscríbea him, and disowns him, and, foigotting his rirtoes» ha 
insulta his charactcr and ofícndi« his patriotiam. 

Fortune opcned the way ; and what was singular, that Bianchi having bees 
informed of what was going on, he prcsented himself in military aptítndi^ 
protccting the destítuted, and ordcred Ri(>aa, threateningly, to place Hariflo ii 
liberty, and him and the Liberator to embark for any port of New Granada 
Ribas could not rcsist, and agreed to pcnnit the embarkatíon of the two áoA. 
Bolívar ombarked with Marino the 8th of Septcmber on board of the ^Ano- 
gante " for Cartagena. 

Before Icaving, he placed in the hands of Ribas, thirty-six quintáis of nuun- 
foctured silvcr and jewcls of gold, and the moncy he had rcdeemed tnm 
Bianchi, wishing that they would serve for the liberty of his country. 

On his departure írom the shores of Venezuela, the Liberator pnbliahed ii 
the same town of Carupano a ** manifestó " directed to his fellow-citixenii ia 
which he rendcrcd an account of his operations, and justified himaelf of thi 
charges which Ribas had mado of his being the catostrophe of his coastzy. 
The Liberator, superior to adversity, and always maater of himwelf and hii 
pasaions, did not say one word of the insubordination of hia sabaltema; ha 
did not cven belie the accusatíon of Ribas ; he did not complain (as oomplairit 
brecds discrcdit), and scparating himself from that whirlwind of ambition aad 
unfortunate malignanoy, he offVreil his fellow-countrymen to retum to libante 
tliem, swearing to thcm that tlic august title of Liberator which they had ooi- 
fcrred on him would not be vain. '* Liberator or dead,** he said to them,*'! 
shall always merit the honor you have made me." 

This documcnt is as precious as it is unknown. Thia affords me the pktsDi 
of publishing it entire : 



*^ Simón Bolívar, Liberator of Venezuela, and commander-in-chief of ita ) 
to his fellow-dtizens : 

**FELLOw-CmzBNs:— Unfortunate is the magistrate who, author of tiü 
calamitics or the crimes of his ceuntry, accs himself forced to defend himnlf. 
before the tribunal of the people from the accusations which hb feUow-dtiMB 
make against hia condnct Bnt he ia moat happy who, having passed tttoa^ 
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Üie dangen of war, of politics, and of public miafortones, prcsoryes his honoi 
intact, and who presenta himsulf innocent to exact from hb own companion^ 
of miafortone, an npríght dccúion, poor withoat culpability. 

^ haT6 beon aelected by the fiíte of arma to break your chaina, aa I haré alao 
beeo, to aay thoa, the inatniment of which Providence haa availed itaelf to fill 
to the brim the meaauíe of your afflictiona. Tea, I ha ve brought you peace 
and liberty ; but behind theae inestimable treaaurea have come along war and 
dATery. Victory led by juatico, haa alwaya been our guide up to the ruina of 
the capital of Caracaa, which we anatched from the handa of her oppreaaora. 
The Granadanian warriora never withered their hiurela whUat thcy combatcd 
againat the rulen of Venezuela ; and the Oaraquenian aoldiera were crowncd 
ifith equal fortune against the ferocioua Spaniarda who attempted ancw to aub- 
jogate ua. If inconatant deatiny cauaed victory to altérnate betwcen ua and 
onr enemiea, it waa only in ülvot of the American people, which an inconceir- 
aUe madnena cauaed to take up arma to dcatroy ita libcratora, and to retum the 
aoeptre to ita tyranta. Thua, it appeara, that heaven, for our humiliation and 
our gloiy, haa allowed that our conquorora be our own brethren^ and our 
facvihren only triumph oyer ua. 

^ The lib^rating army exterminated the enemy^a troops, but it haa not been 
aUe, ñor ahould not have exterminated a people for whoao happineaa it haa 
fya^tit in hundreda of combata. It ia not juat to destroy the men who do not 
wiah U> be firee ; ñor ia it liberty which ia diaponaed of under the dominión of 
arn» against the opinión of fanatic bcinga, whoae deprayation of mind cauaea 
ftfacín to loye their chaina aa aocial banda. 

^ Do not lament for yourselyea, but for your countrymen, who, inatigated bj 
the ñirios of diacord, haye aubmerged you in a atormy acá of calamitiea, whoae 
ai^Mct alone cauaea nature to ahudder, and which would be aa horríd aa impot- 
able tu be depicted to you. Your brethren, and not the Spaniarda, havo tom 
your boeom, haye ahed your blood, fíríng your hearth-aidea, and hayo con- 
demned you to expatríation. Your clamoroua ahouta be dirocted against blind 
alayea who pretend to bind you to the chaina which they thcmselyes drag ; and 
do not be proyoked against the martyra, who, feryent defenderá of your liberty, 
hxre layiahod their blood in all the fielda, who haye run all perils, and who 
haTe not thought of themselyes to aaye you from death or from ignominy. Be 
joflt in your sorrow, aa ia just the cause which produces it. May your fcan 
not lead you aatray, citizena, to the extreme of comddering your protectora and 
fidenda aa accomplices of imaginary crímea, of intention or omission. The 
director of your destinies, no lesa than hia co-operatora, haye not had any othor 
deeiie than that of gaining a perpetual glory for you, which ahould be for them 
aa ¡mmortal gloiy. But if eyenta haye not correaponded to their yiewa, and 
if unezampled diaastera haye bauljced thia laudable undertaking, it haa not 
been on acconnt of any defect, inaptitude or cowardice ; it has been thua, by 
the ineyitable conaequence of a gigantic project, auperior to human efforta. 
The deatruction of a goyemment whoae origin ia loat in the obacurity of time ; 
the aubyeraion of eatablishcd principies ; the alteration of cuatoma ; the change 
cf opimon ; and the eatablishment finally of liberty in a country of slayea, ia a 
^work aa impoaaible of auddenly executing aa it ia out of the reach of all human 
poiwer ; ao that our excuse for not haying obtained that which we haye deairod, 
li inherent to the cauae we follow ; becauae, thus aa juatice juatiñea the audacity 
«f bsfing nndertaken it, the impofldbility of ita acquiaitíon qualifies the iniuf- 
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ficioncy of thc mcana. It Í8 pnbeworthy, it ii noble aad lablinie to ^ i nd i ei te 
nature outragcfl by t^Tanny ; nothing Í8 comparable to the greatnev uf tíñi 
act ; Aud evrn ^licn desolation and deatb be the reward of snch a i 
attompt, títere U no rrason to condenm it becanae it is not wbat ii i 
that should be done, but that to wbicb rígfat autborixea na. 

In Yuín ha ve unheard-of cíTorta gained innumerable Tictoriea, bonght at Úh 
dear cost of the blood of your beroic aoldiera. A amall namber of a nrrw 
on the pArt of our antagonista haa thrown down the edxfioe of ovr gkiy, tts 
nia«9 of the people being led astray by religiona fimaftidam, and aednoed bj 
thc incentive of denouncing anaichy. 

To the flambcaa of lil)erty which we havc beld ont to Americm aa the géá» 
and objcct of our attcmpta, our enemiea have oppoaed fhe inoendiary tanb of 
diflconl, of devo^tation, and the great atimnlna of the nsurpatíoa of hoBon^ af 
fortune, to mcn debaocd liy the yoke of slavery, and rendered atopid bj tti 
doctríce of superstition. How could the simple theory of política] philaaoplj 
preponderate, without any othcr aupport than tmth and natura, againat ña^ 
armcd with the unrestraint of licentiousnera, Hmited only to xta zeadi, uá 
con verted isuddenly by a rcligious imposture into political rirtue and rltrirt» 
charity ? No, it is nut ordinary men, thoae who can calcnlate the ^"««^ww* vatai 
of thc rule of Il()crty, in auch a manner that they prefer it to blind aalítiaa 
and a base covetousncsa. Your fate has depended npon the dedaion of Aii 
importan t quustion ; it waa in the banda of our coantiymen, vho pemi tri, 
have judged against U9 ; for the rest, all the remaining haa been oonaeqnot li 
A detcrmination more dishonorable than fatal, wbicb ougbt to be i 
ble for its csscnce than for ita resulta. 

It is malicious stupidity, to attríbutc to public men, the viciflñtndea i 
tlie ordcr of things produce in atatcA, it not being in the aphera of the i 
of any general or magintrate to check in a moment of turbolenoe, of ihod, 
and of the diñercnce of opinión», the torrent of human pasaiona, wfaidí, agí- 
tatc<l by the movement of revolutiona are incrcased by reaiion of the fint 
which resiste thcm. And even whcn grcat mistakea, or violent pasaioB ín tb 
chiefs, causcd frequent prejudices to the republic, theae same pr^udicea dMNU; 
notwithstanding, be appreciated equitably, and their origin be aonght la tb 
priniitive causes of misfortunes : the fragility of our kind« and the cmplie d 
the fate of all evcnts. 

Man is thc weak toy of fortune, upon whom he accustoma to calcnlate müf 
times with rcason, without ever l>eing able to rely on her, becauae oor apbaRÍi 
not in contact with hers, and is of an order much superior to oon. 

To prctcnd that policy and war march to the grade of our projectSi to mA 
at rnndom with only the forcé of our purpoaea, and asaiated by the limilBd 
means which are in our power, is to wish to acquire the éffecta of a drríM 
power by human spríngs. 

I, very far from cntcrtaining the fooliah preaumption of conceÍTÍng myaeif ü 
be innocent of the catastrophe of my country, aufier on the contniíy tte da^ 
Borrow of belicving mysclf the unhappy instrument of ita dreadfld 
but I am innocent, because my conscience has never participated in the y 
error of malice, although on another sido I may have operated badlj and iibib^ 
ceasñilly. The conviction of my innooence is persuaded to me by my htt¡% 
and thia testimony is for me the most authentic, although it maj aeem a praod 
déUrimn. Hcre la the reaaon why, — deapimng to anawer eadi one of til 
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aecosations which in good or bad faith can be made against me, I roBcnre this 
act of jufltice which my own defense exacta, to executc it before a tribunal of 
wiae men, who will judg^ with righteoosness and skill of my conduct in my 
ndasion to Ycnezaela : of the Supreme Congress of New Granada, I apeak of 
that angust body who have sent me with their troops to assist yon, as they have 
heroically done, ontil the last one has fallen on the fieUl of honor. It is jost 
and necesaary that my public life bo ezamined carefuUy and judged with im- 
partiaiity. It is just and necessary that I satisfy those whom I may have 
oflbnded, and that I be indemnified from the mistaken charges, which is due to 
me. This great judgment should be pronounced by the soyercign whom I 
haré aerved. I assure you that it shall be as solemn as it can possibly be, and 
that my actions will be youched for by undcniablo documeiits. Then will you 
know whether I haye been unworthy of your confidence, or whether I merit the 
title of Liberator. 

I swear to you, beloved countrymen, that this august title, which your 
gratítudo attríbuted to me, when I came to break off your chaina, will not be 
Taln. I swear to you that, Liberator or dead, I shall always merit the honor 
yoa haré conferred on me ; there being no human power on the earth which 
wfll detain the courae that I haye determined4o follow, until I hayo retumed 
lamediately to libérate you by way of the West, sprinkled with so much blood, 
«nd omamented with so many laurels. Hope, countrymen, for the noble, the 
▼iiiaouB people of New Granada, who shall retum anxiously to gather new 
tñomphs, to lend íresh asdstance, to bring you anew liberty, if your brayery 
■honld not haye already acquired it. Yes, yes ; your vírtues alone are capable 
of combating successfully against that multitudc of madmen, who ignore their 
own interest and honor, bocause ncver has liberty been subdued by tyranny. 
.]>D not compare your bodily forcé with that of your enemies, because matter 
. la naver comparable to spirit You are men, they are animáis ; you are ñnee, 
Íb0j areslayes. 

Fi|^t then and you shall conquer. Qod concedes yictory to constancy. 

SmON BOLITAB. 

Cabüpaho, 7th September, 1814 

Garupafio remained in a state of dull agitation, when Boliyar, abandoning 
the land of the East, left for Cartagena. 

It waa about 10 o^clock of the moming of the Oth September. 

At this same hour Piar was entering with 200 men from Margarita, to gather 
the bittcr fruit of his ambition I . . .* 

Ribas, haughty and extrayagant, receiyed him grandly. IIow could this 
inconaistent power last, acquired as it was by such culpable means ? 

The republic was about to be sepulchred— ambition annihilated it Piar was 
de&ated at Sabana del Saldo, almost all his soldiers perishing under the sword 

* In the mutlny of Ribas and Piar at Campano, Restrepo mentions General 
Bennndei. It is not shown that he was implicated in that treacherous intrigue. 
Bennodes was at that time at Matorin with Cedejo, Monagas, Zaraza, and other 
éhlefr, who xonted Morales on the same days ; but it is tme that atterwaids Ribas, 
Bermodei, Piar, understood each other perfectly to organise respectable forcea, 
áMumgh rerj soon insubordination, pride, and the moet fiítal riyalzy, diyided them 
to loae definitlyély the country and the first also his Ufe. 
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of BoTeg; Bennadez wan ronted at Magueyes; Ribas at Uriea, wlicn tJl hj 
stretched, all the republican ínfaDtry, from its braTe commander, Blas José Fb 
del Castillo, to the last soldier. The East waa sabdoed. The edillce of npafaE- 
can glory had fallen into dccay. Destíny, inconstante which protected flie 
hostsof 1il)erty in 1818, abandoned in 1814. . . . Who can opposa faimsdf 
to tbc inexorable rule of fate ? The forces and rictories of the asturian Bovv, 
of fearful memory, held all the patriota in constemation ;^ and althongh 
times thej fought with unfortunate succcss, nerer could onr chieftúns 
themselvcs of haying defeated him decisively. Continuing withont 
the war, he at last met his death in that terrible battle of Úrica, whgn wt 
obscurc republican soldicr whose ñame has not been diaooTcred, piooed Ui 
breast Tvith his lance 1 . . .f 

He was succecded by Morales, who caused great injuries in the east, and deci> 
matcd it, performing crueltics, which I cannot relate with Che pen. Gabs» 
cntcred with his flcet in the Oolfo Triste, and blockaded the ooast from Tñá- 
dad to Trapa, so that none could emigrate without bdng ariMled, IdSled, flid 
tlirown into the water, without distinction of age or sex. All snociuibed ts 
stccl, to fíre, to tbc ferocity of those implacable tyrants, who fed fhemsdm ii 
tbc extermínation of docile and ^enerous people. 

Oppresscd by a violcnt yoke, submerged in innocent blood, YeneBiida hj 
- prostrate, controlled by ferocious chiefs OTcrfiowing with anger, ftvniy of desft, 
im modérate ambition for rule, unqucnchable hatred for the American hml 
Tlie Liberator dld not do little in delaying the mortal blow which tiie m] 
prepared against the liberty of Colombia. The dnration of his goi 
WRS troublod, fatigued by repoated wars, and feíxKiously fougbt by tbe sm 
of Boyes, Calzada, Morales, CagigaL The country deyastated, oommene, «H 
agriculture destroyed, the citics pillaged, entire populations swqpt awsy, d 
Boliyar, in his great eíTort, found recourse capable of delaying the rm|rfdpf»- 
gress of such ardcnt enemics. And disobedience alone could afflict ; tüe MI 
cxample of insubordination ; the stupid riyalry ; prído, author of so aa^ 
crímes! 

The fruit of 80 many years of labore, of so many combata and gencfoos cflM 
dcdicated to re-establish the rule of justice and liberty, waa loet Xot ena 

* The entry of the ferodous Boyes In .Cumana (October 16; 1814.) had beia 
marked by ríyers of blood, which flowed to atain the waters of the sweet Jba- 
zanares. The royalists assassinated all they met in the streeto and pahlic phM 
indistinctiyely, women, children, aged and infilm. Carmen Meicie, a womaa, «■ 
dragged ont of the church and muidered by an offioer in the preaenee of Bofi^ 
who laaghcd at the contortions of the fostus in the womh of the dead moCkr. 
Oke TH0ü8Ain> PERSONS Deríshcd on that day, and at night Boyes oelehrated tkt 
frightful massacre by a hall, which ended at three o'dock in the moming hj tk 
cxecution of the greater part of the muaidana. 

t In that epoch it waa gencrally said that it waa Morales» the lieotcnant d 
Boyes, who killed hlm to ancceed in hia place ; and thia waa proyod by the dren» 
atance of Moralea haying ordered to be aaaaaainated all those who in the ooovfl 
of offlcers held to ñamo a cblef to replace Boyes, had yoted for Oagigal or uj 
other ehief who waa not Don Francisco Tomas Moralea. It la inooncelyablfl thal 
nothing la aaid of theae crimea, brought forth by ambition and thlrst íbr 
by Torrente and other Spaniah hiatorians. As if, if th^ ahonld hiish 
hlstoiy wonld not recall them I 
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tlie shade of independence now remained. Despised, the patriota dejected 
TBssals and daves, Venezuela was plungcd into chaoe. Again the people drag 
the wretched chain, now moro for the críme than for the miafortone ; and 
Bolivar, the man of íaith m the fatore, of constancy and zea!, he whose daríng 
waa not diminished by the mlserics of the prosent, abandoned it, cxiled, dis- 
owned by hÍ8 own relatives, by hia most fayored generala I But, alas I in the 
changes of fate, the unfortnnate haye more to hope for and the fortonate more 
to hold. Ribas did not enjoy long the command, and Boliyar retumed to 
tread on his country^s soil, sword in hand and hope in his heart, to destroy the 
obfltacles which despotísm oppoeed to the emandpation of the New World.* 

* General José Félix Ribas was the imcle of Boliyar. Ribas was married to the 
lady Joee& Palacio, slster of Concepción, mother of Boliyar. The Liberator gayo 
liixn all his ranks in the militia. On the 5th of Octobor, 1818, he made him írom 
a oolonei that he was, to field-marshal of the armies of Veneznela and command- 
mnt-general of the liberating arms ; atid in the prodamation to the yictors of La 
Vietoria, in Febroary of 1814, he styled him " the conqneror of tyrants ; the hero 
of mqnitas and Horcones, against whom adyersity caá do notlüng," etc. Ribas 
prond, impetooos, of eleyated stator^ of gracefol demeanor ; his eyes bine 
I ftill of fire, his brow broad, his month small and dosed by thin but fírm lips. 
Hé lored his coontry.with deliritmi, and also loyed glory. He was daring in war, 
«nd braye, showing a yalor worthy of Achules. Aíter that nnhappy aot of ingrati- 
tude with Boliyar, which dimmed his merlts, he liyed bnt a short time, and with- 
ou% rest, ás if Proyidenco had taken apon itself to chastise the íault which men 
.leA nnpanlshed. Defeated at ürica, and completely destroyed at Maturin, he took 
the ronte to the plains of Caracas with twó offloers. In the moontains of Tama- 
naco, near to the yalley of La Pascoa, sick and despairing, he wished to repose a 
ftw hours- He sent to the yillage a negro slaye to seek for food, and he informed 
€0 his master. According to romor, the royalists fonnd Ribas in a profoond sleep ; 
thegr tiod him and carriod hin^ to the town. There they tortored him by blows 
and woxds, and cmelly kllled him. Hia head was sent to Caracas, and placed in 
aa iTQn eage on the highway of La Gnayra» with the red cap which he always nsed 
as tha emblem o( liberty. 



CHAPTER XVI. 
1814 AND 1815. 

TOTAQI rmOM CABCPAXO TO CABTAOErA — THB .LIBIEATOB DOM VOV DILAT OT 
BCT PBOCHM TO TDITJA TO EBMDBR ACCOCXT OF BIB OORDÜCT T 
APPBCTIOCATB DBMOVSTBATIOMS OP THB TBXBSCBLASf BOLDIBBl — BTim AT TUSIA— !■ 
OOTBBXMBXT CBAEOBS BOLfYAR TO BBDCCB SAÜTA PB — VB BBPOCM IT — IMPOnáRi « 
TBIS SÜCCB88 — DIBCOURSB OP THB UBBEATOB TO TIB COBaKBH OF TME DVMV— !■ 
LIBBBATOR TAKB9 VPO!f BIMHLF TO LIBBEATB tABTA MABTA — DIFFICULTIM — B ■- 
BARKS POB HOXDA — BITALBT OF CASTILLO — rV JUSHFIABLB PBOCBBBim OT !■ 
AUTBORITin OF CABTAOBVA — TBB LIBBBATOB OITBB CP TBi COHHAVD OV BB ffMM 
AND BMBABE8 POB JAMAICA — BIS PARBWBLL DOOOÜBBB. 

I HA YE to be, against my will, prolix in the nuntioa of fhe ftcti vUA 
fonn in a great part this chapter ; as I haré observad tbat in no oÚmt wvk 
an they mentioncd ; so that if I ahould allow this occadon to paa to nal 
them, perhaps they would have forever remained in obÜTion. And it woidd ha 
a píty, becaase small accidenta of interest in the history of great men, and M 
read with avidity. Gibbon has alrcndy oYxieiTed it in hia ** Memoriei ^ 
he said : " The pnblic Ib alwavs eager for details and particnlaritiflB; it 
to know well and intimat^lj the men who left the image of their aooL Thi 
mo3t minute details rclating to them are collccted carefhllj and «re nad vÜh 
plcasure and great desire/* 

And on this occasion, with more motive, that we béhold the Libailar 
rcsigned to cnvy ; victim of cmulation, dcvoured by the frightfol pain of i» 
ing his country enslavcd and sailing : for what point f What ia this inartTr 
of American libcrty going to do ? Docs he penétrate the future t Has vá 
that seducing illusíon which smiled upon him disappeared f If he labon ki 
does not expcct reward ñor evcn gratitode ; if he exposea himself to pcd^ 
daríng the unspcakable hatred of the tyrants, he suffen the revenes of IXaá 
fortune, always changeable and capricious. He loves glory, the noble 
of great and virtuous souls ; he seeks with fervor, he followa it with 
but what does he fínd in the road of that portentoos renovation of the wodd, 
which he has undertaken ? The anathcma of íanaticism ; the «mgsno» of 
subversive passions ; the dcbility and insufficiency of his own foUoweia, ahnji 
divcrgent wbcn they should manifcst themselves more onited ; fhe insnltim 
mockcry of fate I Notwitlistanding, Bolívar proceeds. Nothing damped Um, 
nothing cmbarrassed him. His soul feels the necessity of liberty. His niad 
cannot comprehcnd a world in chains, and America will cast them oíf íbienr* 
How define this incontrastable perseverancc, that eneigy of sool wfaieh 

(SM) 
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in, iml míúck áom not id^e wa^t to any bamon Ksddeiit f Ywf ctiily ; it h 

■ cíiliii ofT t in ejctremity of Ourácao, Meres, wlio com- 

tlM ** 4liogmakt»'- propo^d it» mAke ii port to proconí ncwa ; " No," 
f«pK»d f|tiick1j ; ** our priM^nco ulane in CaricJio woahl catiB« to be 
t oor defut, añil tlio laxa of ihe cftiíao of mílcpcn^lonee.*^ Estayes did 
lif ftlinigg«cl hU abouldera as one vho found nothing oppoaed to 
Ai tmSit <if tbe ftappaAitioxi formed ; Bolívar, apeakinir to him in a more con- 
idflillal Um^ i ** My word* aeem to ori^nate frora pride or error," he «líd, 
*llíKf^oii|P2iat« in faitb. Thcrc U no yictory against liberty^ and tboM who 
lMi| rain tbü aoil of Columbia, tomorrow you ahall aeo them bumÜiatcd and 
ÉrtfCB tom tile b«Mom of our oountry, indopendcnt and aorcrd^*^* 

Oi IIm maof oooaaioiiii tliat I ^oke wiih Geoenl Marifio about thia royago 
Ib Gutafcanm, aad I isiiterUincd lúiu of his conyereationa with tlie láberator 
i oC tbe proJi'«cta wbicU be meditat^d, I drew in respooae that BoHyar boped 
I oonUdence, and that be bad ttie power of tran6mitting thb bope. 
I d^plct in liyely colors tlic tríumphs whicb we síiould obtain," aaid 
, and to oaiurálly tbe rc<"Ooqur«t of TeneauclA, that I thought tnyself 
r tn my coimtry. Howcvcr, ñY»m time to time I would mako Bomt^ remarka, 
MdtfiM^ctcifd by oppoaitloo, apparently wcll-bascd, BolÍTar would bayo cod* 
ifastf Ite flÁttM o# Ibe fraM)n of bi« tnumpb/^ 

Tila 21 til i>{ Septembor, at tbe cióse of day, ibe Líborator aitd Herirlo knded 
li tbt trM»qiil] w»t«ri of Cartaf^na. 
1W ytijagca, altbottgb tong and painñil by cabxu, were fortnnatii 
Mfw iDok lodgfoga In a amatl botiae in thc PUuoi de ta Verdura, aad Mi* 
apttnM binw In that dty, wberü yean* Insfore be bad coixini€iic«d fak 
I red many and warm domanstrationá of afl^TÜOD and 
tw^tíTtr, but a ftiw dayn in tbU city, becauae ColoDid 
I OMtAito oolnmand<^d in it^ wbo bcgan to apread tbe blackeat indniía* 
in» AtfrHkTitífig to bim tbe low of Ven í^ júnela. 

f\ r went up tbe Mm^alena, an<1 by Üw way of OcsAa he tbougbt 

•apfwrr^'i ti> rimja, whiTc? tbi» roiiífrww wa-s thcn a«aemblod. Ho waa gotng to 
máa h aa account of tbo mMon whicb it t>o(i6dr<i to bim, 

i" 'pa cooamaadfld by Urda* 

■ÉL nada, wora hcrlng aarlotii 

wHb GnMMdiatm ; and be tiimicdtifttriy M?t ont towirda Cemita, to im^ 
t by \á» pteaeoei; tncb a ábtafilrj, At thc rity of Malaxar de laé Palmaa, be 
I nrw« that tbo rep^Tt» were false; be wai ioformcd that tbo amiy waa 
lite batí <li«poifítioii, and that notbinsr bad troiibliM] tbe conconl of tbe Vene* 
i aod Omnadian troop?*: on account of wbicb, cbanging bia dtroctioo^ hi 
I tbe líitb of Norember towanU Pamplona, ** Tbwti,'* (be wroto to 
« üAmá al Cartagma,) *' I «hall joln Üm army who ardi^tiy dealrt me* Tbo 
■Jitaa^fM offlasri and tbe peopU, ezpoct me iiiipati«&tly« and all place a bUnd 
méimm im me.*' 

lül n aeo bow it waa that tbe dm «ion of tbf Weat of Vi'ncjtaeU, comnianded 
^ Otürtml Urda&ata wat oow in tbU pUciv Tbe newa of tbo iumimk'r of Va* 
bacis of dbe aHafttottntit of tbe linea of Pvorto Oabetlo, and of tbo retrünt of 
telibwtiir lo tita Saat^ ware aacdyad hf ttuil dtial at Barquliinfta Tho 
alnaat isddttJy ohaourMl lo hln. BahoMiaf bb poaHioa lo 
f díAcult and fbll of Haka^ varroundeá by annolai^ aiftd oow opar* 
15 
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ating without any support, lie considered the republic as lost, and molYed to 
cut Iñs way throuí^h to New Granada, whilst the Liberator ahoald ippev at 
somc point. Froxn Trujillo. he communicited to the Granad ían g o fef am en^ 
informing it of all and begging of it to dispose of him and hia troopa wfaibt Ihe 
Liíionitor should return to presont himaelfl The general goTenunent took oader 
its protection the relicta of the army of Venezuela, and ordcred Urdaneta la 
march to Tiinja. In cífect, he was already at Pamplona, and was íbllowiiig np 
liis march to tlic indicate<1 point, when it waa known that Bolívar waa to anifE 
at tliat city the ncxt day. TliLs ncw3 causcd the greatest joy in the diri^on of 
Urdaneta, and the soldiors, Venezuclans the greater part, even pretended, to 
await the Libcnitor to embrace him, and to consolé themseWea bj hía light of 
the m ¡afortunes of the country.* Urdaneta, impatient, did not oonaent, bit oa 
the coutrary, he isdued the modt severe orden that the army should piooeedoB 
the march without delay. 

Bctbrc brcak of day the iKxlies began to move on (12th of Xorembo), aad 
already three ha<l aet out, impalled by thcir chic&, the reat pieparing to tíúaw 
them, wlien the advanced battalions mutinied, and entered anew in co nft MJni 
the city, shouting, ** Viva el Libertador I Viva el General Bolívar I ** On Úns» 
thcy did not dclay an instant, bat followcd on the road by which they woeto 
mect him. The rc8t of the troops did the same, and in effect aoon after Úm met 
him thcy cmbracecl him and amongat them, frantic with cnthosiasm, the libcsa- 
tor arrived at Pamplona. 

No nther remedy waa leíl to General Urdaneta than to paas over with Ui 
stafT and congratúlate General Bolívar. Thla one received with his aocottoBid 
aíTubiÜty, the attraction of his physiognomy apeaking an idiom in which caá 
word was an aíTection. 

The Liberator cxacted from Urdaneta that he should dispose a leview ia tts 
evening, as he desire<l to spcak to the soldicrs. In effect, the moment haviig 
arrived, the Libenttor mountcd, harangucd his soldiers, thanking them for tiie 
dcmonstration of nñix^tion thoy had givon him : ** You luive cauaed my hesit to 
overflow,*^ he said to tlicm, '' but at wliat cost «' At the cost of diacipUne nd 
su1)ordination, wliich is the lirst virtue of a soldier. Your chief is the «eU- 
descrving General Urdaneta, and he with me lamen ts the excesa to whidí ywr 
lovc Icd you. Soldiers! may the actions of disobedience never be lepesled 
amongst you. If you love me, i)rove it by continuing faithfol to discipline sad 
obe<liencc to your chiefs. I am no more than a simple soldier who ooomb fe» 
offcr his Services to this sistcr nation. For us, our country ia America; ov 
enemies, the Spaniards ; our motto, independence and liberty I '^ 

The troops bruke forth in huzzas to Bolívar, to Urdaneta, and to New Ga- 
nada. The chiefs of the diffcrcnt IkxIícs approached the Liberator, pnmióg 
in the ñame of theso, never more to transgrcss, and on the following day thcy 
took up their march to Tunja. 

The Liberator visited the authoritics of Pamplona. The nuDS wished tosH 
him, and scnt him fniits and swectmcats. lio visited them, begging of Úm 
to pray to the Author of all good for the liberty of Venezuela. 

Bolívar was received at Tunja with much consideration by the membenof 

* The forcee of Urdaneta wero composed of the Venexnelan battaliona, Giiayi% 
Barlovento and Valencia, with a squadron of diagoona and aome oompanietof te* 
nadaniana. 
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the Congress and general goycrnment The Presidcnt of the Congress, Dr. 
Camilo Taires, on knowing that he was approaching, scnt him a beautiful horse 
ms a piesent, magnificently caparífloned, which Bolivar refosed to accept ** Bc- 
fore receiñng any present," he replied, ** I áhould fírst render an accoant of my 
conduct in the mission which was given to me for Venezuela." The Liberator 
presented himsclf at the bar of the Congress, tjegged to be heard to makc an es- 
tenaÍTe und tnithful narratíon of his campaigns, rcferring wltli exactitude to the 
Boccesses, the battles, the combatants, and the misfortunes of his country. The 
Preaident ordered him to enter, and take a scat by his side. Bolivar rcfused ; 

bat finally, he was obliged to consent He spoke with eloquence, with 

inspiration, as one who has such forcé of speech ; he painted a beantifal pictore, 
the prosperóos and adverse accidcnts, which took placo since his departure from 
New Granada ; he solicited that his conduct be examined with care, and that he 

be judgcd with impartiality The Presidcnt, álmost interrupting, an- 

■wered : " G^cnü, your country has not succumbed as long as your sword ex- 
ista; with it you shall rctum to redeem it from the dominión of her oppressors. 
The Granadian Congress shall give you its protectíon, because it is satisfied 
with your conduct You haye been an unfortunatc soldier, but you are a great 



These sublime words, expressed by the ñrst citizen of the republic in ful! 
Congress, and before a numeróos concourse, wero a balsam of sweetness for the 
laoented heart of Bolivar. Warm and prolongcd applauscs proved to the 
Yenezuelans present in that scene of justice and generosity, that the Granadian 
Congress loved and admired Bolivar, knowing the great proofs of valor, genius, 
and strength which he had given, with such scanty means, and surrounded on 
#11 sides by rugged and enormous diífículties.* 

Following this, the Excecutive Power confided to Bolivar the undertaldng 
of subduing Santa Fé, separated from the Union, giving him the command of the 
army. In effect, at the head of 1,800 men, Bolivar appearcd before Bogotá, 
which the Dictator Manuel Bernardo Alvarcz and Don Jos6 Ramón Leiva, this 
last a Bpanish general in the service of the refractory independents, sustained. 
Great efforts were here made by these to defcnd themselves, calling the Span- 
tarda to the service ; enlisting all men capable of carrying arms ; placing cannon 
of heavy calibro in the intrenchments ; compromising the officers, and vomiting 
forth fiñally the most atrocious calunmies against the honor of the Lil^erator and 

* As the enemics of the Liberator have taken advantage of evorythlng to ca- 
Imnniate him and make him disguiscd ; the Señor Rafael D. Herida, well known 
for the vimlence of his pen, and for his irreconrilable hatred of Bolivar, wroto 
that, " Once at Cartagena, he pcnetrated to Santa Fé, which drcnmstance did not 
allow his conduct to be shown, which he uncovered, Imputing to the Venczuelan 
the misfortimes, &c." When the Liberator arrivod at Cartagena, when he presont- 
ed hlmself at Tanja, and spoke to tho Confirress. The communication of Urdaneta 
from Tn^jQlo, to the Supremo powcr of New Granada, was well known in all parts ; 
a communication which was versed in tho words full of truth and simplicity : 
"The people," he said, "oppose themselves to their good ; the Republican soldier 
is looked upon with horror ; there is not a man who is not our enemy ; voluntarily 
they assembled in the fleld to fight os ; our troops croes through the most fertile 
ooontry and find nothing to eat ; the teams are deserted at tho approaeh of our 
troops» and their inhabitants go into the foresta ; they hide from us the cattle and 
bU kinds of proviflionsy and the unhappy soldie Arho is separated from his comrades. 
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sgainst the general goyemment It was then that scYcral priests, pro&níng 
their holy mission, presented themselves in tUe streets and plazas, preadúng 
war, extermination and vengeance ; they representad Bolívar as a heretic, eneiny 
of the throne and the altar, and naing such absord fictions, that the rery gor- 
emor of the Archbiehopric, by his edict of the 8d of December, excommunicated 

hím. 

O raoBS hominom mentes ! O pecton cooca ! 

General Bolívar placed his camp in the &rm of Techo, one leagoe and a half 
from Santa Fé, and from thence he sent an intimation to the Dictator. Thees 
ideas foond in the docnment are very beautifuL* " Heaven has destined me to 
he the Liberator of oppressed poople, and thus I shall never be the conqueror of 
one village. The héroes of Venezuela, who have triumphed in hundxeds of 
combats, always for liberty, would not have crossed deserta, wildemésaes and 
moontiins to come and place chains on their countiymen, the nativos of America* 
' Oor object is to unite the mass onder the same head, so that onr elementa may 
be directed all to the solé cnd of re-establishing the New Woiid in ita rigbts of 
liberty and independence.*^ The Liberator concluded offering anew tbe immn- 
nities of Ufe, property and honor, which the general goyemment had already 
offered, proposing submission ; but Alvarez reftiscd, and there remained no other 
arbiter than forcé to conquer his obstinacy. 

The gcneral-in-chief proceeded with his staff to reconnoitre the city; and 
when they were by the ridge, which leads to San Victorino, they were received 
with shot by the batteries, which Leiva commanded in person. Having reoon* 
noitred the drcumference, and practically examined the entries, General BcíÚr 
var ordered the army to approach, and forming the line of communication, he 
selectcd the point of Santa Barbara as the most convenient to commence the 
operations of the siege. On the third day of the fíghting for the ground, ttreei 
by Street, inch by inch, and when Alvarez already saw himself redoced to the 
grand plaza, and withoat water, the Marquis of San Jorge begged that tb« 
assault should be suspended, as he wished to speak to the Liberator in benefit 
of peace. Bolívar immediately carne in front of the palace of the Haiqaía, 
whose doors were opened to him, and after a long conference, San Jorge wrote 
to Alvarez, parleys were established, and negotiations initiated, which gave fx 
the result the submission of Santa Fó to the national govemment. (12th De* 
cember.) The army commanded by Bolívar lost 800 men hora de eonibat ; the 

perhaps in search of food, is sacrificed. The coontry presenta only a pictnxe <tf der- 
astation. The towns "fired, the fíelds oncaltivated, dead bodiea on all aldea» and 
the rest of the men onited to destroy the patriot. We do not poeaeaa a single 
horse, ñor have we a soldier who is not &om Caracas, or the valleya of Argoa; and 
in May, there were left very few to lay hands on/' 

This was what the Liberator repeated withoat imputing the miafortnne to any 
one ; and with snch a base of enmity in the coontry. The condnct of Bolívar waa 
admirable ; as another conld not have sostained himsélf two daya. Uidaneta did 
not speak of the rivalries, of the envy , and of the moral ohataclea ; eaeh one gieater 
than the other ; of the calumnies invented by malignity (to which, oi ooorae, Meii* 
da was not a stranger), Bolívar álso said nothing of this. He depkted his atmggiM 

and oonfessed his misfortune The oountry did not yet leam to Vafñ 

Ubertyl 

* Qffldal note of December the 8«h, 1814 
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kMB of the bodegod wai leae, aa ihej fooght protected by the hoüses aSd 
edificea. 

Bolívar rqKuted to the general goyemment the capitulation of Santa Fé ; a 
pl«aa¡ng news, which was received at Tunja with the greatcnt joy I The gorcm- 
ment approved the capitiüation, decredng public rejoicings and action of 
thanks to the Almighty for the incorponition of Cundinamarca. 

Thi8 event was looked upon as of vital importance for the conaolidation of 
tfae republic. 

To General Bolívar, for the wisdom, skíll, and valor with which he had di- 
lected the campaign, the govemment of the unión (15th December) ecnt the 
nnk of captain-general of the armíes of the confederation, accompanicd by 
ilattering expreaeions, worthy of the chief to whom they were directed : " May 
fhe regiffter with which the ñame of T. E. begíns,*' said the communícation, 
**oontinae by others equally illustríous." 

Bolívar waa the only ufficer in that epoch to whom such honor and rank 
were conceded. 

The fínits of the victory and pacification of Santa Fé were considerable : 
2,000 moskets, 400 pairs of pistols, 40 cannon, with a great number of muni- 
tions, etc. The mint and other pecuniary and military resourccs remained at 
the disposition of the Congress. The principal point was the moral forcé that 
the republic acquired. 

Alvarez convoked immediately the Electoral College of Cundinamarca, which 
waa installed in absolute liberty, and its first act was to scnd a commission to 
Toa^ to congratúlate the Congress and govemment of the unión, inviting 
Ihem to pass over to Santa Fé as the principal city of New Granada. 

Meanwhile, the liberator received in Santa Fé the most disting^shed testi- 
monies of respoct and consideration ; being remarkable that the govemor of 
Axchbishopric published spontaneously an edict, retracting what he had said 
a few days past, and annulling the ezcommunicatíon which he had fulminated 
•gainst (General Bolívar. 

Having given necessary orders for the organization of the army, and the 
eosUímnent of authoríty at Santa Fé, the Liberator marchcd to Tunja with the 
olrfect of according with the general govemment the plan of campaign, which 
•hould bo thought best for the safcty of the republic. He dccided for the 
taking of Santa Marta, to march afterwards against Rio del Hacha and Mara- 
caibo. The Liberator *always thought that it was in Venezuela where the 
independence of New Granada was to be secured. Urdaneta was to come with 
a división to Cucúta to recupérate those valleys ; and Colonels Serviez and 
IContníar to march with another body towards Popayan, threatened by the 
Spaniáh chieft of Quito. The requisite orders were given, and the Liberator 
xetunied to Santa Fé to reunite the forcé with which he was to set out againiit 
Santa Marta, then díssident, submit it, and to secure on that point the coast 
of the Atlantic. 

In all thís, the Ist of January, 1815, arrived, on which day the Congress 
agxeed unanimously to realize its removal to Santa Fé, immediately taking 
recese, aad fijdng the 28d to continué in thís city the legislative sessions. The 
IStii the arrival of the govemment was announced, as also that of the mem- 
ben of Congress, and of the authoríties wbo came to reside there, and the 
place being prepared to receive them at half a league from the city. General Boli- 
Tar, chief of the armiea of the unión, the govemor of the province, that of the 
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Aichbishopiic, and several deputations of the mnnicipality, mOiUiy bodioi 
unÍTcraitj, &c., left Santa Fé to go ahea^l to welcome theuL The fhm 
htn of tUo exocutive power being placed, the Liberator epck» to 
in the following discoune, which I produce integral becanae no hirtarian, aá- 
ther RcHtrepo, ñor Baralt, ñor Mosquera haré erer made mention of iL 
It rt-ads thus : 

"YouR Excellexct: 

^* On two occadions has the dovmfall of the repablic of Venexndm, my ooim- 
tiT, forced me to seck an asylum in Xcw Granada, which on two occadou I 
ha ve contrII)Utcd to save. Wlien in the fírst civil war, in the nüdst of the ooB- 
fusion, of anarchy and the feor of a cruel invasión which on all aideB thnatoied 
these States, I had the fortune of prescnting myself to my brethren, and I repud 
their hospitality with my scnrices. At prestnt, the fresh catastiophies of Vene- 
zuela )>ring me hcre, and I again find the interior distracted by diffexent ofSmm. 
T. £. I loes me the honor to destine me to paciíy Cundinamarca, diañdent, and 
peace foUows the división — fearñil, fearful división t but excusable I . . . Alknr 
me. Y. £., to remount to the fountain-head of this calamity. The New Wodd, 
(Tentod under the fatal empirc of slavcry, has not been able to throw off iti 
cbains without iujuríng some of its mcnUxir» ; inevitable consequence of the 
VICOS of porvilíty and of the errors of an i^orance so much more tenadom h 
it is derived from the most fanatic supcrstition, which has covered with oppn>- 
1'rium the human kind. Tyranny and inquisition débase to the class of beMte 
the Anierícans and the children of the conquerors who broiight them theae 
fatal gifts. TIiURf what leamed rcasou, whut political "virtue, what pare moni 
< ould wc find amongst us to break tlic scoptrc of oppression and to aabetitate 
su'ldcnly that of the laws, which should establish the ríghts, and impose tbe 
(luí Íes to the citizens in the new republic ? The custom to obedience withoot 
inqulríng had stupefíed in such a manner our minds, that it waa imposóUe 
that we sliould discover the truth, or that wc should find that which ía good. 
To í^ive way to forcé was always our ouly duty, as it was the greatcst criine to 
K'ck justicc to know tlie ríghts of naturc and of men. To specolate on tiie 
Kcienccs, to calcúlate the useful and to practice virtue, were offeoces of \at- 
tyranny en^ier of committal tlian of pardon. Ignominy, exile and death fi^ 
«riiently followcd the talents which the illustríous unfortunatea would aoqidn 
for tlieir ruin, in spite of tlic mountain of diíSculties #hich the miera of tlúi 
hrniisplicre oppoícd to cnlightenment. 

*' Xevcr, sir, ncvcr has ony nation of the worldL immensely endowed with 
t.rritoL'y, wcalth and population, suffered the ignominioua papilage of time 
(■entunes passcd in an a))solute abstraction, deprived of the commerce of tbe 
universo, of the contcmplation of polltics and plunged in a chaos of darkneei 
All the pcople of the world havc govcmed themselves with deapotism or 
llboi-ty; systems more or less just ha ve niled great societies; bnt always bj 
theír own citizens. the good or evil íhlling back on themselves. The g¡íorj or 
the dislionor has fallen on their dcsccndants ; but have we directed the desti- 
nie^ nf our country ? Slavery itself, has it l>cen exordsed by nsf Ñor erea 
Las ¡t been conceded to us to be the instrumcnt of tyranny. All was foraga 
o:i this soil. Religión, legislation, laws, customs, food, dreaa, wero ftooi 
Europe, and oven wc were not to imítate in anything. As paasiro beinga, our 
d.'&tiny was limited to bear with ditRculty the bñdle which with violecce aad 
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geverity onr mastera managed. Leveled wíth the wild beasts, the irresistible 
Ibroe of natare only has been able to replaoe us in the sphere of man ; and 
•Itfaoiigh yct weak in reason, we hayo akeady commenced the essays of the 
career to which we are predestinated. 

^ Tes, T. E., we haye risen to represent in the politícal theatre the grand scene 
wbich corresponds to os, as poeeesBon of one-half the world. A yast fleld 
preaents itself before os, which invites os to oocupy ooraelves with onr intercsts, 
and althongh onr first steps have been as trembling as those of an infant, the 
Mvere school of tragic e>'ent8 has strengthened onr march, having leamed by the 
lUIa where are the abyases, and by the shipwrecks where are the breakers. Oor 
imdertáking has been at random, becaose we were blind; the blows haye 
opened onr eyes ; with the experienoe and with the sight that we have acquired, 
why are we not to snrmonnt the períls of war and politics, and leach the 
liberty and glory which await os, as the reward of onr sacrifices ? These haVe 
not been able to be evaded, becaose, for the benefit of the tríomph, it has been 
indispensable to pase by the path of sacrifices. The whole of America is stained 
wtfh American blood ; it was necessary to wash ont the oíd stain I It is the 
íbat, that is honorably shed on this unhappy continent, always the spectade of 
deaolation, and not for liberty. México, Venezuela, New Granada, Quito, Chile, 
Buenos Ayres and Perú present heroic scenes of tríumph ; on all sides the blood 
of her sons runs, and now, yes, for liberty, the solé object of the sacrifice of the 
life of men. For liberty, I say, the carth is bristling with arms, which little 
ago, was suffering the repose of slaves, and if horrid disasters haye afflicted the 
moet beautiíul proyinces, and even whole república, it has been our &ult and 
not the power of our enemies. 

*^ Oor unskillíhlnesa, Tour Excellency, in all all the departments of govermnent, 
bflB draíned our elementa and increased considerably the precaríous resources 
of onr enemies, who, availing themselyes of our mistakes, have sown the poi- 
■onoos seed of our discord to overwhelm these regions which they have lost 
the bope of poasessing. They have annihilated the race of the prímitive 
inbabitants to substitute their own, and to rule it ; now they even destroy 
the most inanimate, bccause, being unable to conquer, they exerdse their innate 
cmelty in destroying. They pretend to convert America into a dcsert and 
Trildemofls ; they have proposed to themselves our extermination, but withont 
ezposing themselves ; because their arms are the vile passions which they trans- 
mitted US by inheritance, cruel ambition, base cupidity, religious distractions, 
and political errors. In this manner, witbout expósing their fiíte, they de- 
cide OUI8. 

"In spite of such deadly enemies, we behold the beautifhl Republic of 
Buenos Ayres subduing the kingdom of Pem ; México prevailing against the 
tyraata ; ChiU triumphant ; the east of Venezuela free, and New Granada tran- 
qinl, onited and in a threatening attitude. 

"To-day, Tour Excellency, completes its painñü labors, installing in this capi- 
tal the paternal govcmment of New Granada, and receiving as a recompense 
íbr ita constancy, rectitude and wisdom, the blessingn of the people, who owe 
to Tour Excellency domestic peaco and extemal security. 

" By the justice of the principies which Tour Excellency has adopted, and 
by the moderation of an unblemished condnct, Tour Excellency has not con- 
qaered ; it has gained its intemal enemies, who have experienced more benefits 
ftom its antagonists than the hopea they had in their Mends. These wiahed to- 
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form a sepárate republic in the midat of many otheni who behéld iñth honor 
a Bcparation which, «lividin^ thc heart from the rast of the body, girm deíA 
to the whole. Your Ezcellency filia to the brím thc TOtes of yonr eneoiiM^ 
makiníT tlioni entcr in tlic great fdmily which, boond by brotheriy bondii k 
stronnrcr than our oppressore. 

** Your Exocllcnry ha<« directed its eíTorta and views in all aenaes ; the nonk 
is f<tren<;thc>nc(l by thc división of General Urdaneta ; Caaanare awaíta the » 
inforcemontd wLich the Commandant I^ara )>ríngs to it ; Popayan will m 
herwlf abundan tiy belpcd ; Sant'i Marta and Haracaibo shall be liberated bj 
thc 9upcrb amiy of Vcnczuelans and Gninadanians which Your Excellency bu 
done thc honor of confidin^ to me. Thií« army will pase with a ben^eoit 
hand, breakint^ ü3 many iro:» as oppress them with their weight and oppro- 
bríum, to all the Amcríoans that thi^rc are in the north and aouth of SonA 
America. I swear it by the honor which adorna the liberatora of New Gxanada 
and Venezuela ; and I oíTer to Your Excellency my Ufe as the last tribute of 
my gratitude, to cause the Granadanian banners to wave over the moat xemote 
confínes of tyranny. 

** 3Ieanwliile, Your Ezcellency, presenta itself to thc face of the worid in tile 
majestic attitudc of a uation respectablc for the aolidity of ita constítatíoa- 
which, fomiiat^ from all partí*, before separatcd, a political body, can be reoo^ 
nizcd fis such by forcí^ statcs, who did not treat with this republic, whidí 
was a mon.st(T, l>eing wanting in the forcé of a Ic^timate authoríty as inlegi^ 
imacy thc cffe(;t¡ve powcr of the provincea. These, reprcsented by themaelTB^ 
werc s¡!«tcrs scparated, who did nnt comi>o90 one solé family. 

'' A]t)iou!j:h my inap])ropríate zeal has lod me astray in this diaconrse, müjA 
ehould only havc bcen inau«Tural, I shall still continué my fault, daring toadd, 
that the e^tabllshment of suprcmc trílmnala which. without interpreting tbi 
laws, and submitting themselvea blindly to them in the distríbution of jostíod 
securc the honor, the life, and the fortune of the citizons, I flatter myseÍT áhall 
1>c one of the mont beautiful nionumcnta which Your Ezcellency will erect ti 
its glory. Justice is thc queen of republlcan virtuef*, and the pillan ofüi 
edifíce are sustained by equality and liberty. 

** The or^anization of a national tre-isury which exacta of the citixens tbe 
smallest portion of tlieir prírate wealth to increase the public which alimciti 
entire aocicty, occupíes in the mind of Your Ezcellency a very promioent place; 
bccauüe without incomes tlierc are no armie», and without annies honor pa>> 
islies, to which wc liave already consecrate«l so many sacrifices to preserre itis 
thc splcndor which has gaiiicd for it the life of so many martyrs and the priTi- 
tion of so many goods. 

** But public opinión, Your Ezcellency, is the most sacred object which ciBi 
the attcntion of Your Ezcellency ; it needs the protection of a leamed ] 
ment. which knows that opinión i;) the origin of the most important 
For opinión did Athens preserve ita lilierty ñx)m the whole of Aaia; by opimos 
did thc companions of Romulus conquer the whole worid : and by opimos 
does England influence all goremments, ruling with the trident of NqitoM 
thc immense extensión of thc seas. 

'' Let US persuade thc peoplc that Heaven haa ^ven ua liberty for the p» 
crration of virtue and the attainmcnt of the countty of the joat ; that tlni 
half of thc globe belonga to thosc whom God made children of ito soil, sad 
not to the tranaatlantic fugitivcs who, to escape from the blowa of tyraioii 
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oame to ertablish it npon onr roins. Let us endearor that love Mnds by an 
vniTcnal bond the children of the iiemiq>here of Columbas, and that hatred, 
▼engeanoe and war be cast ont of our bosom and be carríed to the fiontiere, to 
mapiaj them against thoae to whom alone they aru jost, that íb to say, the tyranta. 

'* Toar Excellency, the ciyil war has ended ; domestic peace has been elevated 
opon it ; the citizens rest peacefolly under the aaspices of a jost and legal 
goTemment, and our enemies tremble.^* 

This brílliant oration was answered by his Excelloncy, the President of the 
Union^ most appropiiately. 

Folio wing, the President of the Electoral College spoke, and successiyely the 
OeremoT of the Province, the discreet Provisor, the Deputy of the Ecclesias- 
tícal Corporation, the President of the Tribunal of Appeals, the Lieatenant- 
Ckyrenior as chief of the Treasury, the Commandant-General of the Arms, the 
Alcalde of the ciyic body, the Rector of the University, the one of the coUeges, 
the deputy of the body of lawyers, that of commerce, the prelates of the reli- 
giooB communities, and the syndics of the monasteries. His Excellency, the 
I^wdent of the Union (who was the Dr. J. M. del Castillo), replied to each 
one of the harangues with wise discourses, appropríate and co-ordinate, as if 
ha had known them beforehand, and prepared carefully his answers. This 
Deremony, exccuted with the greatest dignity and decorum, was foUowed by a 
iplendid and sumptuous banquet, to which assisted many of the members of 
Oongress, who were then in the capital, the persona we haye heretofore indi- 
eated, and several other citizens. Joy, concord and friendship reigned through- 
aut such a happy feast. 

The representative corps of Cundinamarca did not adjoum without haying 
decieed unanimously the title of Illtutrioun and Religious Paciflcatar to the 
NreD-dcserring citizen Simón Boliyar, as a small effusion of the gratítudo 
Píliich that proyince manifestod to owe to the yalor, pradence, and loye with 
vhlch he so happily knew to re-establish its tranquíllity and to uniform its 
Dpinions ; and as grateful for his yaliant and beneficial desire in maintaining 
her aboye the blows of the enemy, and to the genorous offer of his Ufe for the 
Jiiet cause of political rcgeneration. The Liberator replied the 20th of Jan- 
oaty, 1815, manifesting his giatitude in the most distinguished manner. 

Méanwhile, (General Bolívar had labored with great activity, preparing the 
szpedition against Santa Marta. (This was the only point the Spaniards then 
poseesaed on the coasts of the Atlantic belonging to New Granada.) The forcea 
yf Bolivar were composed of tliree battalions of infantry and a troop of Vene- 
Biielan dragoona, amounting in all to two thousand men. The expedition was 
irdi-eqnipped, excepting with arms and ammunition, which, according to the 
arder of the general govemment, Cartagena should supply, whose magazines 
irsre abnndantly provided with military stores. 

The number of tho troops, their qnality and the fiíme of Bolivar, whose war- 
like talent shown splendidly, inspired the patriota with the flattering hopes of a 
Ijctnnate exit. Howevor, others more foreseeing, Bolivar himself amongst these, 

taw new penis, and discord brandishing her incendiaiy torches Castillo, 

3oininandant-Gkneral of the troops of Cartagena, was an enemy of the Liberator, 
luce Cuenta, and perhaps might resist to give arms to the expedition against 
lantm Mjtfta. It woald be a disobedience ; it would be a scandal ; but on how 
i^aiy occasions has not the passions prevailed over duty and justice I Castillo 
ad g^iven to light a writing against the pablic and prívate conduct of Bolívar, 
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endcavoríng to dcstroy liia glory, aud denying hls talent ! . . . moimlity ! . . . 
and even liis bravery ! The Libcrator, wounded deeply in bis nsputatíon, replkd, 
publisliing two Communications, wbich be scnt to the Prcsídent of the ünified 
Prorinces, Custodio Garcia Reviro, and to the Dcputy Camilo Toim, joioed to 
tbe answerá sent by tbese, undoubtedly very satisfactory. Toma said to hia 
tbat be biul fultllled tbc ordcrs of tbe general goyemmcnt (one of tbe pointi of 
the accusation of Castillo;, and that he had never doubted that Yenesoela loit, 
thtit the rejntbfir exuM in thf ¡tcr^m of General Rdivnr, Such a predictioniv* 
alized, lionors tbc politicül previsión of Torres, and manifests the lü^ ida 
wbiob he liad jastly formcd uf the Li}>erator. 

Tlicrc nuw runmincd in tbc mind of tbis one no auspicion or doabt bol tbe 
profüund convit-tion tbat Castillo wa4 going to oppose the exit of hia expeditSan. 
On account of tbis, be cülled on tbe govemment and proposed an arintertí 
cxtiri>atc tbc cvil of tbis infurious huta'd ; tbis caused tbe calling of Castillo t» 
Santa YC\ to ^t\q a place iii tbe Suprcme Council of War, conferiing on Ub 
the Riuk «)f Bri<j:adier-Gúucral. " Tbus we are placed,'^ said Bolirar, ^ in diftr- 
cnt pointH of acliou^;, and thoro U no feur fclt of frcsb coUision.'' The £zeciitift 
Power adoptod tbc i«ica, aml all was done as Bolívar had propoaed. 

£Gi*oura<2:ed by tbe satisfaction of having overeóme tbat difficulty, and víA 
tbe confidcncc wbicb sbould inspire bim with obedience to the authority, tfas 
Liberator set out from Santa Fú tlic 34tb of January to combat at Honda, sad 
Bomc of bis troops wcrc alrcady procecdin:? down tbe Magdalena. 

On tbis occasion tbc Captain Bartolomé S^ilom prcscnted himAclf to the Ubtf- 
ator, wbosc namc will añcnvards 1x! joined to tbe most brilliant achievemeiti 
of our beroic strife. 

At tbe timo tbat tbc c;cpcdition of General Bolívar sct out from Saota Fé,thi 
Spauiards wcrc :ilrcady niiistcrs of all tbe provincc of Santa Marta, from the i» 
sborc to Ocafia, an importuut city wbicb tbcy had just occupied ; and tbey i)m 
had indcpcndcnt )>odics at ChiriL^unna and otber points, so that thcj coald irí& 
facility cut oií tbc comuiunic:itions witb the interior, and attack Boliyar ootki 
rcar. Bolívar rctook Ov:uria, and scvcrcly cbastiscd tbe enemy, cauaing him to 
ílcc witb con.-(idcniMc loss. At 3Iompox be was receivcd with enthasiasm, aad 
even dolirium ; tbcrc tbe Piílcrcz, íaitbful friends of tbc Liberator, ^mmandei 
Until tlicn all promiscd bonor aud fortune. 

But tlie geni US of evil rulcd at Cartagena, and wbilst the Liberator was mor- 
ing down tbc watcr.^ of tac Magdalena, Castillo, escited by bis own paañrasns 
Icss tban by tbosc of otbcra, a<loptcd tbc fatal rcsolution of refíising to coia^ 
witb tbe ordcrs of tbc gencml govcmment. The Dr. Pedro Gual, PtotísmoiI 
Govcmor, ordcrcd Castillo not to lea ve tbe city. Mariano Montilla, Hifitiiy 
Comuiandaut, advii^'d bim tbc same. Campomanes and other gratuitons «M- 
mies of BoHvar, wbo wcrc intriguing that tbe corporation solicíted the oflB- 
tinuation of tbe cominand of ('astillo, and that it sbould be tbis one wbo shosld 
dircct tbe cxpctlition against Santa Marta. Amongst other rcprcsentations, tkfl 
most bitter was tbat of tbe Señor Echcgaray, intímate fríend of Gnal and Ubi- 
tilla, and at tbat time President of tbe Legislature, in which there were repeited 

the same accunations of inuptitndfy eow*ir*lics and ineapacit¡f f agtÍBá 

General Bolívar. Tbe new govcmor, Don Juan de Dios Amador, urdered CastiOo 
to not obey any onler of tbc Liberator, and tbat from whatever port be sboald 
come, not to allow him to proceed nsy ñirtber. Castillo, on bis sí de, directo^ 
to all tbc corporations of the Province an inccndiary circular against BoütHi 
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■Bd gaye orden to the commondant of the Magdalena íhat he nhould use /arce 
mff'iinst the troop» that he wae leadíng. 

Bebold how the most miserable passions lighted up the fire of civil war, and 
brv thej einployed against the hero of liberty and the Father of the Coontry 
tbc hostilc meaos that they could move against a cruel cncmyi 

Tlie Liberator, foreseeing the disastrous eficcts which such a scandalous strífo 
ihoiild produce, determined to make all sacrifices, so as not to be held as the 
immediatc cause of the civil war, and to prevent the ruin of an army, which did 
noc merít such an unhappy destiny. Thus as soon as he arrívcd at Mompox he 
cnmmnnirated to Castillo by an official docunient his nomination, and sent it 
bj an aíd-de-camp, the orders of the Ezecutive Power. lie also wrote to Gual, 
coafidentially, offcring a sincere rec9ncil¡ation on his part with General Castillo. 
He answered, confining himself to acknowledgring General Bolivar as Com- 

oder-in-Chlcf of the ■ anny, but meanwbilc he was causing to be executed 
to raisc the pcople against the authoríty of the Liberator. Bolivar 
■eoi three conaecutive míssions to Cartagena ; the first by his aid-de-camp Eent ; 
tke lecond by the Señor Fiero, and the thlrd by his secretary Jos(^ Rafael Re- 
venga ; but all in ^-ain. Castillo protcsted that he did not liave arms ñor mu- 
aitiocis sufficient to dcfend the place, and with such want he could not give 
vhat vas required of him. At the solicitations of Revenga he ofiered to have 
n interview with Bolivar at the town of Sambrano, furthcr up the Barranca. 

The Liberator sinccrely commended tliat concc&<ion, believing it to be sure 
tti in good füith. and on the spot he wroto to Castillo, saying to him, that they 
9!^'%U for^tt mutual r^^nt mente and only thitik of eatimj the rejnitlie. He 
VTQCe the same to Dr. Gual, endcavoríng to inspiro him with confídence, and 
flpcnlng his hcart to him ; but he obtainod no satisfhctory answer. 

Xotwitbatanrling, full of hopes in the interview at Sambrano, Bolivar marched 
ott. aAcr having scnt ahcad hb chief aid-de-camp with the conimii<9Íon of wcl- 
oriming and complimenting Castillo ; but this one did not come to the appointed 
pbcc as he had oflered ! 

Gc&cnl Bolivar had the delicacy to suppHcate the govcmment of the Union 
lo asme anothcr general who should not l>e, as he was, compromised by personal 
piHons with the Chief of Cartagena ; and the govemment authorízed the priest 
Don Juan Harímon as its commissioner, to decido the dispute which existed 
betwcen General Bolivar and the Brigadier Castillo. 

Xarimon« inntcad of smotheriug the fire of discord, fcd it. 

The Liberator uigcd the solicitudc that he should l)e dismisse^l from the com- 
Wí^\ aad to leavc that point ; meanwhile he supplicatcrl all the persona of most 
iaSaeaoe in Cartagciui, and put in movemcnt the most active eíTorts to obtain 
tt sn'lcntanding ; büt Castillo was rcsolve<l to trample undcr foot all oliliga- 
t&DDi, and to prefcr a fratrícidal war to the honor of o)>eying and sen-ing the 
•*»*^b1 guvemment. In a word, as the Lilx^rator said, ^' the most obstínate 
HGndDcM, the moüt impetuous passions, and the most complete crímc, led Car- 
tigcaa aatray. 

ne Liberator gave still another proof of the upríghtncm of his purposcs and 
the fbr» with which he loved the common rausc ; he supplicatcil the Ezecutive 
to cause itself and cause its autliority to )k> n'!i))ected^ to HUppn.*H.s the 
\ and tf) obiservc and direct in persou the opemlioni* of the army. But 
ftiapcCition was not attcnded to, and now tliere remained no hopo of reolizlug 
a tfwiwítiiin which wa4 iuiperíously rcclaimed by the honor of the govcrnmcnt 
má tht nfety of the rcpnblic. 
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In thc mean time, the infection of small-pox, wbích was crnellj eprcñding, Úm 
clcsertionü, the expcn^toít of the anny, incrvascd by the number of bospitala, m- 
dered f^till more crítieal thc pn:«itIon of BolWar. In want of arms and ammani- 
tion, he ronhl undertake nothín;; ai^inst Santa Marta, the object of his míi- 
sion ; Dor evon vnu\á he rctrcat to Santa Pi'% bayin;; no transporta; to mnain ii 

Mompox this ruin wa» evidcnt I He then dctermincd to more down tbe 

3[a¿^(la1ena ; a defipenitc but necesAarr resolutíon. On his arríval at Bamncí, 
the Liberator sent a thínl fU'putatinn to the city to explain to Marimon, As 
Oovemor and General Ca-stillo, his peacoful disp'>8Ít¡on. The reply wat mon 
ín.'iuhing than tlie fornuT. The govemment of Cartagena refoscd mil, and be 
pides was now intriguin*; with evídent suceess to discoura^ the soldien. íiiñt- 
ing them to desi'rt. Thiis Bolivar watt fnrced to combat foreign enemíes wiAoai 
the in«lispenMb1e anns, nnd to repel fhimestic machination, withont tbehofe 
of any a!«.-<istanrc from thu authorities of Cartagena. He marched, howeT)ff.tB 
Tiirbaro (fmir lengiies from that rity\ to shorten the distance and aare tbe tíflHi 
whioh shoiild be employcd in the wrítten communifrations ; and dispatcfaedi 
fífth commiíViion to Ciirtacrena, i^electin^ for this Lieutenaxit-Colnnd Tob« 
Montilhi, l»n>t)i(T of Don Murinno. roniinandant of the place. Hb receptíai 

corrcípondt'd to the rharaotcr of the enemies of thc Lilienitor! they fini 

on him, thcy insulted him, they drew thoir swords on him and treated himaii 
prosorípt. lli:< mission wa.s notwithstandínuT of peare, and to offer that Gcnail 
Bolivar was to leave the army and the country I To swear to extermínate hxB. 
to treat him as a bandit, to insult tlie ncgotiator, a!ul to repulse aftioZíftrff ts 
any cnmmimicatíon, was the ** ultimátum'' of Cartagena.» 

The Junta of pu!>lio safoty created l>y thc govemor of this city offered pa» 
ports to ul) the citizens who wcrc of opinión that assistance and arms shooU 
1»e gíven to Bolívar, inri uding in this disposition the militarr. JCanyaskcd 
it. . . and then thcy w«'rc ffloniou-íly thrown into prísons. More than 101 
person.4 dovoted to Bolívar, amongdt them the brave Colonel D*£Ihayar, snffencl 
thiü fatc, and wen; at^i-rwards banished to foreign countries, with baiiMioBi 
oruclty, einbarked in a leuky vessel, with soanty pro\-isions and iniqint(Mi 
orflers». 

Xot s.'iti:«ñed with so many pmof-^ of ho^tility, the chiefs of Cartagena alamed 
tho whole pn)vinco. Marimon gave a prcu'lamation against BoliTar; Amador 
a manífesl exciting the peo pie to repel him ; Castillo, whosc hatred was m- 
tíring, ])ard(med no means to oíTend him, and gave the most insolent orden! . . 
Tlie Libenitor called a rounril of war; he explaíncd to the ch¡e& the átate of 
aflairs, and askcd their advice. They unanimously deciiled the tn>opi ihodd 
approarh the fity ; and in efíect, the 37th March. they occnpied the bul of la 
Popa, the waters of whidí they found to Ih? poísoned. 

Bolivar 8uffere<l silently th(t tirts of the fort without replying ; beeaote it i 
being his mind to oíTend, he had brought with him no siegc arrilleiT, whidkf 
could have prorured at Mompox and the Upper Magdalena ; on the cootniy, 
the Libcrator wmte to Marimon tlHit. ^* in the undenitanding that they dídM< 
'*wish to give him the a.ssi<«tance ordered by the goremment to destraj Ae 
" Spaninnls of Santa Murta, the only enemies whom he dmired to íigfat tkit 
"his resignation Ite aeceptcd, and a vcssel be prepared at Sabanilla to ontak 
*'himsc1f for a colony^ as he did not wish that thc troops of the unión ikoitf 
"be lost in his liands." Marínum answered that he ahould surrcnder tliec 
mand to the officcr of highest rank in thc army, with the excéptico of Oonl 
Santiago Marino and Colonel Miguel Carabano. 
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When the Liberator received tbis reply, he conyoked a council of war to 
giye ap the command to General Florencio Placioe; but the coundl, informed 
of all, accorded : 

^That neither coold (General Bolirar resign the command without orders 
from the govemment of the nnion, ñor the commissioner accept it ; and that 
the manifest of the goyemment of Oartagena, in which the Venesuelans 
dedared as men without a country, and desirous of overthrowing aociety ; 
considered other portions of proclamatíons and documenta which only 
«ndeaTor to diacredit the army ; haTÍng attended te the ordera of the govem- 
ment of Cartagena, by which the chicfs of the Hne ore ordered to defend the 
gRnmd inch by inch ; considering the sinister purpose of sinking the artillery, 
ammiinition and arma of the Magdalena for a capríce of the authorities of the 
oity ; reflecting maturely that the miserable rcsources which by forcé the army 
hñM obtained are not snfficientto undertakethe campaign ; that the provisionul 
goreniment has ordered the poisoning of the water, the eyacuation of towns, 
tile hiding of prorisions, profanation of the rights of peoplo in the persona 
of the emissaríea of peace, and the proscription of the greater part of the 
Tenesoelans in that city, and of a great portion of her inhabitants; and 
ÜnmDy the exciting in Cartagena a form of gOTemment not recognized by the 
goneral and provincial constitution, that the siege and attack of the city be 
eominenced, and that the captain-general should order the last measures as he 
mm aathoiized to defend the authority of the general govemment, highly in- 
■olted and disregarded, to the shame and scandal of the people, rendering an 
•ooonnt of this to the snpreme govemment for its determination.*^ 

The Liberator was obliged to ratify this resolution ; and he immodiately 
Wiote to the govemment, informing it of all, and uigently supplicating it to 
Bame another general for the army, '^ being wcll convinced," tcrminated the 
oommunication, *' that I would more willingly step the scaffold than continué 
in oommand.^' 
The situation of Gkmeral Bolivar waa in reality desperate. 
On the dOih March, he opened new and vigorous negotiationa. Amongst 
oChcr things, he said to the Commissioner Marímon : ^* If I werc to listen to the 
Toioe of honor, I should bind myself to capture the dty or die; but I only 
«ttend to the purposes of the general govemment, which ezpects all from 
ohedieiioe, and fears all from the use of forcé. Let not this city íí>rce me to 
^ gtefai onr arms with the blood of its dtizens. It is not jnst tliat the last relies 
^ oí TeoesoeLí should pcrish in an unnatural war ; but it is alao ui^just that they 
AoaM wither their laurels in hostile fields to please those who pruíer theír pri- 
^' Wte neentrnents to the interests of their fellow-citizena. Let T. £. be a new 
^ Oolooolo; employ your holy word to persuade conconL Let one be only 
■Mored of friendship and good faith on the part of the chie& of Cartagena, 
má the not shall be settled in a manner aatisfiMstory to alL Can I ofEer any 
moret If I oonld oífer more, I should do more.'* . . . 
The nplj of ICazimon waa evasivo. 
Bolívar repeated his demand íbr an interview, 
ytwasreftised. 

Oa the 8th of Apiü he again wroie to the conunissioner, calling to his atten- 
Hm tliat the ^Moíards were obtatning partial saocesses, and that ílnally they 
^^ 'VOÉidoceopy the whole province, and be invited him to imite the foróas to 
It Mad the coontiy fitm the common enemy. 



i 
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IIc receivcd no answer. 

On tliú Otli he dircctcd Anotbcr protest of saciificing all for conoord, and 
that he pruferrcil to dcsist from such a acandalous disípate, than to trimnpb 
5n it. 

On the Uth, banni; received no Tx>p1y, hereiterated hia propositiona. Ule 
aaswcr w.i!«, that Castillo publinhed an incendiar^ proclamation against Gene- 
ral Bolívar, as has never )>ccn instucrl against the most ferociona asaaBains. 

Tnily, it wa» neccsiiary to havc had a great lore for the indCpendecce of 
America, a ^'at dcci«<ion f<.>r the cause of liberty, to haré auffered so manj 
tauntii, without licini^ altcrcd. Such an unjust, unccaaíng, and dcarlly pexsecn- 
tion ! Orcat snbjcct of prudcncc, a jewel of the most heroic magna&inixty, 
bcínq: such a ma^^tcr of him^olf, that in pro.«pcrity none could censure him ai 
perturi'cd, and in adversity cvcry onc admire him superior! 

Tlic Li)»crator wenis weak and pusillanimous, wanting in energr in endeaTOF* 
\n;r with such cn;^rno.«s to procure the friendship of Castillo. . . . It wonld be 
saiil that he did not feol tlie oíTcnce which this onc inferred to his dignitr and 
solf-love. It Í3 n^it thus. Tliat obstinacy only reveáis what in effect it HM. 
D.>l;var lookcd with disgust— I will say more— with horror, on a war of 
Irothers. Bctween inaking the sacríílce of writing to Castillo and Hinaon, or 
Iiavin;^ a civil war, in tlie lace of the Spaniards, who wonld enjoy onr ruin, the 
cli'ction of the extreme was not doubtñil for him. He wrote, and would bm 
written a liundrcd time», and here lies the secret of that perdstence wUdí tt 
ñn^t sight seems impropcr of the encrgy of bis soul and bis elevated chanda: 

lie agídn proposcd an inter\-¡ew for the 18tb, and the foot of the fort má 
mnrkcd to liim as the point of conference. The general of tbe Union, sospected 
suinc miscbicvous project (for which suspicion be had a rigbt) ; he indicated t 
central point, and rtMuarked that against the ríghts of people, tbe' hostile fire 
was diríK.'ted against him, and if the armistice was not religiously observed, he 
wcuM not go to the interncw. The firc upon this became more active, and 
the 22d ^larimon scnt a brief from Castillo, in which he said, *'that onljtiie 
gross ignorance of Bolívar under^tood by an annistice a suspensión of h» 
tiliticsi" . . . 

The siegc had lastcd onc month, sickness sprcading itself amongst tbe troopí 
of the Union, now reduce! to a handful of men, when it was known at Carte- 
gena, and Marimon communicatcd to the LiT>erator the news of tbe Mimú 
at Venezuela of the expedí t ion of General Don Pablo Morillo. In conseqoenoe 
of that importint occurrcnce, the Líberator was told that bis departnre floa 
tbe pro vinco was imlispensable, to better attend to tbe defence of tbe cxuL 
The ímminent peni and intorest adviscd unión ; but an onfoonded feu, V 
nnmerited rívalry, and an indelÜK'rate ambition, prevailed aboye all conádoa- 
lions of honor, of justice, and well-bcing.* 

Evcnts too unfort uñate came to accelerate tbe cnd of that dispute wWA 
recognízed for foundation the violcnce of tbe rancor and tbe <Usorderiy pM- 
sions of the Brigadier Castillo. The Captain-General Montalvo, taking adno- 
tage of the disscnsion of the rcpublicans, sent parleys to Cartagena, offeringto 
the govemment of that placo assistance against Bolívar. Montalvo did iwi 

* Words of the Liberator in his communication of Jnly lOth, 1815, to tbe FMt* 
deiit of the United Provinces of Xew Granada. 
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ÓÉie to oflisr tbem to BoHyar against Cartagena. It íb joit to confeBB that hia 
ofíen pmdaoed no effect 

The royalist chieí^ moditatíng an expedition against Barranqnilla and Sole- 
dad, his porpoee waa senred by the fatal discords wbicli I have related. Bar- 
imnqaflla was nndefcnded, tbanks to tbe intrigues of Castillo, and attacked 
Tigomnsly by Don Valentín Capmany ; tbis cbief occupiod it, captnring eigbt- 
aen gnnboats, armed witb eigbteen and twcnty-foor pounders ; be immediately 
took Sabanilla, Soledad, and almost all tbe towns from Barranca to tbe moutb 
of the Magdalena, at tbe same time tbat tbe Captain Don Ignacio Larras also 
took possession of the towns wbicb are found from El Penon to Morales, ren- 
derlng bimself master of Mompoz (an important city of tbe Upper Magdalena, 
and tbe key of tbe interior commercc), tbe 29tb of Apríl, at five o*clock in tbe 
moming. Mompox was also ungarrísoned, l)ecaase tbe emissaríes of Castillo, 
piOToking tbe soldiers to desertion, bad succeeded in a great part in tbeir 
aJbominable object Here we see tbe bitter frnit of sncb a reproacbfíil rivalry ; 
here we see tbe results of tbe animosities of Castillo, a man of low mind and 
baimi ideas ; of tbe subtleties and bostilities of Montilla, slave uf bis enyy ; 
of the cbangeable opinión of Gual and Marimon, wbo, if tbey woald bare 
desiied leas tbe benevolonce and tbe jndgment of tbe military cbief of tbe city, 
ihey woold bave í>cen able to baye reaped more from tbeir respoct in benefit 
of moráis and peace. Tbe result of tbat fiital dispute was tbe loss of ono tboa- 
■md men from tbe army of General Boliyar, of more tban two tbousand mus- 
kétB from Cartagena, of one bundred fleld-pieces of difierent calibre, from fonr 
to fire bundred quintáis of powder, of munitions of all classes, of tbirteen 
hnndred uniforms, siege Instruments, and of tbirty-four armed yessels wbicb 
oompoeed tbe republican fleet 

An fell into tbe bands of tbe royalista 

Tlia liberator did not require so mucb to opérate against Santa Marta, to 
reduce tbat place and socure tbe Atlantic coast, as be could bavc done guidod 
hj US genius, by bis military talents, and by tbe excellent army wbicb be bad. 

It was now time to termínate tbat scene of scandal and of merited reproba- 
'tiotu Tbe Liberator decided to make tbe last effort to save tbe country fítim 
«narchy, and tbe army from *all tbe priyations wbicb it suffered by tbe effect of 
abe pasaions excited against it at Cartagena. He proposed tben to sepárate 
|ilmai»1f from bis soldiers and New Granada. He conyoked a council of war ; 
lie íhithñilly depicted to tbem tbe situation, and conyinced it of tbe necessity 
of depriying bimself of tbe bonor (for tbe good of tbe army) of freeing for a 
oe con d time bis country. Tbe council, alarmed, consented, witb tbe condition 
thftt it and tbe rest of tbe officers sbould be permitted to resign also tbeir 
isnka and depart from tbe country. Tbe Liberator sent tbe act to tbe commis- 
rioner on the 7tb of May ; and in consequcnce, be, almost all tbe cbiefr, and 
the greater portion of tbe officers, receiyed permissíon to depart Boliyar 
ombuked bimself at Basurto (8tb of May) on board tbe Britisb bríg-of-war 
^ The Discoyery," settáng íts course tbe following day for Jamaica. 

On departíng from tbé Colombian sbores, giying bis fricnds and companions 
in ezplanation of tbe motiyes wbicb impellcd bim to sucb a proceeding, tbe 
liberator said to tbem in a feeling and beautiñd allocution : 

** &OLDTKBB ! Tbe general goyemment of New Granada placed me at your 
head to cast off tbe cbains of our enslayed bretbren in tbe proyinces of Santa 
Ifirta, Maracaibo, Coro, and Caracas. Yenezuelans, yon tboold baye letomed 
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to your country : Granadaniana, yoa should haye restored yonr own, crowaed 
\rith laurtíls. Hut tliis bappinosit and th» honor were changed for mijfíirtnae. 
Xo tyrant has bcen dcstroyed hy your anx» ; they haré been aUíned u Ae 
blood of Ijrothers in two disputes, eqiial in tlie Borrow which they haye cantad 
US. In Cundinamarca we fought for the Uuion ; here, for aaaistanoe. In bolk 
places glory has conccdud us itd favor, ín both we haye been generoaa. Thm 
wc panloned the conquered, and we equaled them with na; bere we hait 
unitcd oursclv(» with our antagonidts to march together to libérate theirfire- 
sidcit. Tlic fortune of tho campaign is still douUful ; yon ahall end ít ia Ai 
cncmy*fl fiuUK disputing each other the yictories against the tyranta. 

** llappy you, who are going to employ your cUys for the liberty of the oob- 
try I Unliappy me, who cannot accompany you, and ia going to die ftrtxm 
Venezuela in remóte olinies, so that you may rcmain in peace with yoor 
trymen. Granadunians, Venczuelans, who haye been my companions in ao 
yicissitudes and combáis, from you I sepárate myself to go and lire in 
and not to dic for the country. Judí^ of my pain, and decide if I mikti 
Bacrilice of my heart, of my fortune, and of niy glory, renouncing the honor of 
Icading you to yictory. Tlie salvation of the army haa imponed on me tUi 
law. I have not Tucillated. Yonr exintence and mine were here incompatible 
I prcfcrred your^i. Your welfare is mine, that of my brethien, of my fiiendi; 
finally, of all, }>ecause upon you dependa the republic* 

Tlius cnvy, blindfoKlcd and misguided, hurried itscli^ depriying the lib- 
crator of the occasion of his glor}' and our liberty. Enemy to all that is good: 
the dcstructiou of welfare ; iniquitous poison which penetratea to the booe 
(putredo ossium, i vid la), it is bre«i only in the breasta of yile and mcan^iríted 
men, and is fud only on t)io cvil done to merít and dignity. A noble and t 
\i\e thing go togetlior -lionor and envy ; but this perishea, gnawing it# heirt; 
and that Uves in its illustrious works to inspire in the good the emulatíoD of 
the Do))Ie virtues. 

Torrente, moro cruel than was Castillo, envious and baae, adils invectín 
upon invective, and he cuts to piece^ the Lil>erator when he says in his so-caDed 
history, tliat '' The goneroiis alienation of BoHvar had an origin leas noble tbu 
he l)Ou^ted, as lie, fweing the vast torrcnt which waa about to destroy all thftt 
hu<l )>een created by dísloyalty and pride, and sustained by müitary tyraimj; 
íónnd in the disputes a plausible pretcxt to gaye himsclf from the peril by la 
anticipatcd flight, leaving in a flat-boat, with which he eluded the yigibnoe 
of the Spaniáh flret. This has been gencrally (he adds) the aystem piactínd 
by BoHvar in all liis pompous revolutions. To diaturb and compromlsc peaoe 
ful ]KfOplo, drag \-ío1ently from the bosoms of their íamiliea mcn useful for mi; 
conduct them to tlie slaugliter-pen, and abandon them in the midst of tke 
peril, that they might be stupidly sacríficed ; here are his principal achiev^ 
ments." 

All this, as is seen, is nothing else than stupidity and hatred. Facts 5pak 
bettcr than the untuned voice of Torrente, who, on eaying that the Libñif 
fled from peril by an anticip:ite<l flight^ did not think of the expeditioa of 
Cuenta, ñor of the succcssive defcats of Monteverde, Salomón, Izquierdo, Ba^ 
Cagignl ; he did not think of the dcfcncc of San Mateo, and, not to make tbr 



* * Sce the interesting communication of the Liberator, to the Qoyemment of Xef 
Granada, íram Kingeton, July the lOth, 1815. It ia a docnmcnt trnly hiatorioü. 
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I too diílase, he did not even rcmember the daring expeditíon of Los 
Dijo*; fhcte in which, if truly tbere wcre penis, the glory of encounteríng 
i bdooged to Bolivar, and the hnmiliation of suffering them and of being 
rbefaned in them, to Morillo, to his own, and to Spain. 
BcÜTar fly from the scene of war I Abandon his friends in tfae moment of 
peril I This is not wríting history, bat to heap insults on follies, and hatred 
md iMoitment on insulta. Bat what else could the royalist writer do, inspired 
bjr Díaz» and who desired to gain a small salary for his miserable calumnies 
^gabist Americans ? Bolirar was qoiet in his conscience ; he had ñilfillcd his 
dntj on that oocañon of misfortune ; he procured good ; he fled from civil 
var: haidly did he defend himself, and sacriflced all for peace. ^'Not to 
oppwii the lepublic,'* he said to the goyemment of New Granada in a com- 
■oaication which does him high honor ; " not to oppress the repnblic, but to 
ight the tyimnta, to impede the devastation that threatened New Granada, and 
to w e rtaM iah Veoeiuola, do I solicit arms." This was his constant project. 
'^Hj only ambition," wonld repeat the Liberator, " is the firoedom of my fel- 
lov-chiMna. My loye to the independence of America has cansed me to make 
dUfcrant sacrifices sometimes in peace, sometimes in war. I shall ncver refuse 
tkav ncrifioea, becaose he who abandona all to be uaefal to hia coontry, loaea 
^, and gains aU that he conaecratea. 

16 



CHAPTER XVII. 
1815. 

DIPABTCU OPTHI LIBBBATOI rBOH CABTAOBXA — PBOCLAXAnOIT OF MGULLO ~ OBOf tf 
OBJBCT Or HU BXPBDITIOK — OP WHAT IT WAS COMPOSBD — HU ABBITAL AT PVBID UW 
— SUBMISSION OP HABOABITA — BBATB ACTIOH OP BBBMUOBB — OPPBIBilTB ACH CT i^ 
BILLO — HB SBTS OUT POB CABTAOBN A — UBOB OP THIS CITT — ATBOClTin OP MOBAUI AÜ 
HOBILLO — DBSrOXDBNCT AXD NATCBAL COOLNBSS OP THB BOPBS OP TBB UBBSAfO& 

ON the 9th of May, 1815, on a dark night, and almost in a calm, ti» lib» 
tor departcd from Cartagena. He was accompanied by bk piinli 

secrctary, Briccfio Mcndcz, and his chief aid-de-camp Eent and the two brota 
CarabanoB. 

A few days añerwards be was followed by General Marifio and otberVcMi^ 
elan officcrs, who refuscd to serve under tbe ordcrs of Castillo. 

On tbe llth Boliviir lost sight of tbe Colombian land. 

On tbis same day Don Pablo Morillo issned at Caracas a procUmitioe, 9r 
nouncing tbe heneficial yicws wbicb would guide bim in bis campaignandtti 
interior arrangement of tbat captain-generalcy. 

Involved in tbese announcementa tbere were terrible tbreats, mized wiúi ¡M*' 
Icnt insults. 

It was Morillo tliat spoke I 

Beforc foUowing tbe Liberator in the Antillcs, and referring to wbat tnoifM 
at tbat time, I judgc opportune to tum the tícw to Spain, and to relaten^ 
ciuctly tbe origin and object of tbe expeiiition, which the Field-Manhil IHi 
Pablo Morillo commandccL Witb it we haré suddenly met, and it Í8 natmil^ 
show tbe relation it bad witb our afiairs. 



After long years of struggle and glory, Napoleón saw tbat for the ynr iM 
tbe situation of public affairs was being extremely complicated. 

Evidently Fortune had tumed ber face from him. 

Pressed-on all sides, and the Allicd Powers having broken the tieaties of Cli- 
tillon, proclaiming tbe continuation of tbe war, the French Empeior baittfri 
to place in liberty Fcrdinand VIL, imprisoned at Yalen^ay aince the ht¿¡aÉt% 
of 1808. By tbis, at tbe same time tbat he took off bis shoalders embaRMMV 
and hateful enmities, be pretended to derive froit from bis generositj, althMi^ 
farced, Tbe passports were received at Yalon^ay on the 7tb of March atbdt 
past ten of tbe night; and Ferdinand left bis prison the IStb, aooompanied lif 
bis brother Don Carlos, and his únele Don Antonio, proceeding towañb Tollü * 
by way of Perpignan. He stepped on Spanish territory piotected by ~~ 
Buchet the 22á^ and entered Madrid the 18th of May, 1814. 

(Mí) 
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Wkflst itill on hit way, the king ordered the amst of the Regenta and sey- 
tnl ministeiB and deputíea. ünheard-of measnres in the annals of indÍRcretion 
nd tjnnny, which were secretly executed by Don Francisco Eguia, Captain- 
Q«0ml of New Castilc I There were then arrested the R^^nts Don Gabriel de 
Clacar and Don Pedro Agar, an American ; the Ministers of State and seyeral 
fibeial deputíea: Arguelles, Muñoz Torrero, Martínez de la Roea, Calatraya, 
Don Manuel Joeé Quintana, Don Nicanio Qallego, and with these the Americana 
Doo Antonio Larrazúbal, Ramoa Ariape and others, whom with saying that thcy 
me Americana is to anticípate that they were liberáis.* The king ordered the 
Ooctcs to be disBolyed, and gaye a ** Manifest ^^ in which he declarod his hatred 
if fibcral and progressiye ideas, saying finally that he would neier noéar to the 
Cmditution. f 

And he did not stop here, notwithstanding that it was already much, but he 
i diiplayed a system doubly more tyrannical than that of his predccesaora, the 
I fnecntíoDa and intolerance increasing each day against all the men who loyed 
«figfaienment and sought the progresa of reason. 

foliando immediately thought of subduing the dominions of the New World, 
«kn Uberty to him was imupportable ; and to recupérate the former powera 
if tht thiuoe, he actiyely organized an expedition that assured to him the reault. 
Bi wisbed slayery in Spain. What did His Majesty want in America ? And 
if fl||iain, itaelf constítutional, who struggled against French oppreasion, main- 
Iñcd the war in the New World to keep in subnüssion her colonies, how could 
Aitolsrate the indepcndence of these when she herself was abjuring her own 
Attty, and throwing heraelf^ subdced, at the feet of King Ferdinand ? In the 
fvpoie of reconqueríng the ultramarine dominions and to reduce them to the 
vft of the Cortes, the king and the nation agreed. An order and a few execu- 
éma§ had been suffident to hold this ; but to enslaye America and to cause her 
liteg the chaina of ignominy ; to depriye her of her dignity, of her wealth, of 
Isflntiniea, it was necessary to organiza powerful armies. 

Aad they were organized ! 

h WM of aoch importance to reduce the yast regions to a blind obedience, 
vUek dniwna the encrgy of the people I It was of such importance to bring 
éam mmfw lo inaenaibility and to stupidit^ which were replaced for a moment 
ly BMly and ezpressiye yitality ! 

* For the honor of America (although not strictly in roference to the hiatory I 
VÍIi]L I will a^y two worda about the Amorícan deputies in the Cortes of Spain. 
%m9 wero amongat them then, a type of Intelligenco and ylyacity, and the best * 
IWs of Uberty, belng prominent amongst them all, Don José Mejias, a man of eda- 
9ém aad of mnch leaming ; astute ; of an extreme i)er8picacity ; of subtlo debate, 
■i «llk fcAnement and fluency. Ariape, meiited with tho honors of the perBecii- 
ÉBSof Feídinand Vil. ; the same with Larrazabal, Peres do la Puebla^ etc. The 
^ff vbleh tbe lint gaye to the inqnlríea made to him by the Judge in the crim- 
waa oomplimented, when ho was asked to answer, *' Where waa 
Iba aoyorei|<nty— in the King or in the Nation T" '* Impriaonod here," 
b Vflied. " I eaaiiot know it ; allow me to go oat and soe oociety and I shall im- 
\j retam to the priaon to answer." In theeo few worda, there is no doubt 
iBCDnteatable principie of the ooyoreignty of the people waa inclooed. The 
anppoaea the principie which hoaeema to doabt, and wiahea to aee I7 
which makcfl it incontroyertible. 
f Ifaaitel of May 4th, 181Í. 
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Ú»at aftemrards, and withoat tbe greatest effort, he should subdue New Ora- 
IMida. From Santa Fé he was to march to Quito to fonn a jonction with the 
iQjáliat troops of Montes, and immediately crossing TÍctoriously the Lower and 
.Upper Pero, to fall on Buenos Ayres and oocupy it The flag which had ar- 
ifred fiom Spain to the coast of the Caribbean Sea was to retum tríumphant to 
Obdis from the Riyer of La Plata. 
. Olorious march, worthy of Cssar and Alezander I 

, The Spaniards, obseires a French writer, although having lost the brilliant 
i of the knights of the Middle Ages, had presenred their foolish pro- 



, We áhall seo further on how Morillo effected his retum to Spain ; and after 
. jMEfiDg gono through America, enslaycd to Ferdinand, he embarks at Buenos 
A^ns for Cádiz I 

Jiuít now I will only say that the fatal path by which the strong, the wise, the 
^bttanate, the powerñü are lost, is pride. Prído destroys all the elements of 
jhippiñessl 

. The ezpedition arriyed at Puerto Santo, to the leeward of Campano, on the 
JpOMt of Cnmano, on the 8d of ApríL 

KofiUo afterwards informed himself of the state of affiíirs in Venezuela, and 
^ Ü B laim ined to proceed without delay to Margarita. 

This idand was the only Colombian terptory where, in that time, liberty was 
Arismendi and Bermudez conmianded there with a forcé of four hun- 



Aífcer the battle of ürica, the sanguinary Morales had subdued the towns of 
i and others situated in the eastem extremity of Cumana, becaose only thug, 
í npeated frequently, we teül sucoeed in exterminating the seeds of the reyolu- 
tfon; and he was preparing himself at Cumana to bring 5,000 men to land at 
, JpiagarUai and attack the island. Morales poesessed thirty-two yessels, twelye 
I in war, and the rest transports, and he was actiye in terminating what he 
^.ilfled his ^ reconquest," when the expedition was signaled. 
r At tho presence of that formidable fleet, it would haye been rash to resist 
?^%-.^Arigmfflidi sorr^dered himself and the island. 

, Kot ID Bermudez, who, reproying the submission made by his companions, and 
Ü jpfiíicli he jadged as pusiUanimous, with a resolution truly braye and proper of 
r^ ]|b ehaiaoter, he embarked in the canoe OokmdrinOj and passed throu¿h the 
|v Vidat of thé Spaniah fleet, insulting the tyrants of his country ; he swore death 
i!\:49 them in load cries, and when he was tired of thrusting himself amongst the 
¡fOlMiiion of Morillo, and proyocating them in all manners, he took up his course 
^ÑttmmrÚB the AntiUes, stopping at Granada, from whenco he proceeded to Mar- 
S^lhácfti St. Thomas, and finally to Cartagena. 
^ ..^ Tkás daring resolution of Bermudez caused amazement. 

'_ ;, Borne who did not understand the haughty intrepidity of the patriot, in- 
^ Wliedf What does this man seek ? 
. ptbers said, it is a frantic man. 

,, Be perciáyed it, and in retum he cried out, ** I am Qeneral Bermudez,'' with 
eemething élse which was sublime to say, but which cannot be written.* 
f ■ •" I .1 , ■ I . — ■ 

^^•. ]j| the " Uniyenal Biography of Gontemporaiies/' published in París nnder the 
dbeetlon of Meesm. Babbe, Viellh de Boisjolin and Saint Pienye, can be read, that 
Joa Francisco Bjsrxudk was a Spaniard by hirth; withoat which defect, he 



246 UPB OF BOUVAX. 

Molino landed with his staff at Asunción on the 9tb of Apiil ; he ordoed 
obediencc to be sworn to the king, and began what his instroctioiis styled, tkt 
worJs of pacification. 

Morillo was an aadacious and ferocions man, a braye soldier, but a middfi^g 
general, of small undentanding, and nnfit for the cares of goTenament Of lov 
bírth, and in his youth a sergeant of marine, he made distingniahcd serriees in 
the war of Spain, receiying írom Wellington praises for his intrepiditj, bot 
without cver haring leamed any manncrs of nrbanity and ease, of wMeh he wh 
carly accuscd by Gkneral Gkiluzzo, to whom he was aid-de-camp. On the retma 
of Ferdinand to Spain, having now been ascended to the rank of Bifgidiff- 
Gkneral, for his retreat from Santa Engracia, and Field Marshal Ibr a woimd be 
received at La Victoria, was one of the first in acknowledging the king as '^ib- 
Bolute sovereign and umstcr.*^ This mcrítcd for him the destínation of cMef oí 
the expeditioD to Venezuela and New Granada. 

Amongst all the Spantsh generáis of high rank, whose nomber waa not smill 
in the Península, Morillo was the Icast qualified to go to padfy theae prorbieei 
nis election was fatal to the interests of Spain and America ; as so certaiB ki^ 
that he añcrwnrds wrote to the king : To nubjwjate the insurgent pnvinem, ii ú 
neccioary to haré reeour»e to the meane tehieh \eere etnplayed in thejint eonqmfá ■ 
EXTKRMTNATE THEM. Impíous and barbarous opinión, which coold ooly be 
conceivcd by a savage I But Morillo jmderstood desolation for peaoe, and daúBk 
for tranquillity ; in the manner of thosc tyrants of whom Tacitus saya : SoUiM' 
nemfaciunt^ et ihi pacem ajtpeUant And what was worBe,the peraons vnited le 
him, and from whom he could «receiye some advice, showed themsélTei erad, 
rapacious, and of in£imous iuclinations : thirsting for gold and American Uood. 
Don Pascual Enrile, Brigadier-General of Marine, a person of good nndentaad- 
ing, and who for this and haring been bom at Hayana of an illnstrions ho«^ 
was called to load this one by the good road, was a man of serere characCer, le- 
yengeful, and of penrerse mind. Of Morales there is no use of speakmg. B ■ 
sufñcient to say that he was a beast ^' Unmerciful for pleasnre ; cmel by ia- 
stinct" Morillo gaye him the title of the Terror of the WUked^ that is to e^^ 
of the innoccnt Americans ; but Boyes, who knew him better, always rqwelrf 

coold hayo reached the rank óf Captain-General of the Independent anny ; that ke 
seryed Spain in 1708, maklng the campaign of Rossillon under the orden of G«* 
eral Ricardos, etc. All this is one tissne of absnrd fictions. Bermndei waa hom alta 
José de Arcocorae, proTÍnce of Cumana, on the 28d of Jannary, 1782 ; he nevcr vtt 
in Spain, ñor did he fight in Rossillon under Ricardos (at 11 years there Ss no it|^ 
ing), ñor in any part under the command of Spanish chicftaina. He waa one of Al 
brayest and most intrcpid warriors of our rcyolution, and he reached, aller a dort 
time, the rank of General-in-Chief of the armies of the Republic 

The authors of the Dictionary haye filled their book with errora in all thil n* 
gards prominent American men. It seems that Europe knows nothing of Al 
glorióos stroggle which has giyen life to so many nationalities, and when the fai- 
terest of yanity or that of conmierce brings to light some work upan this unkaom 
America, &cts are shifted ; propcr ñames are changed ; they make Bermods i 
Spaniaid and a soldier under Ricardos ; they cali Paez, Vicente ; Dr. Boedo, i 
priest ; Boliyar, a lawyor ; Bonaire, a place in the yicinity of Curazao, they mistaki 
íor Buenos Ayres ; Gubruta, with Calcuta ; they besiege Miranda at La GüT*^ 
and after a heroic resistance they make him surrender by hunger. 

(Et yoDá jnatenient comme on écrit llilstoiie.) 



LIF£ OF BOUTAB. 247 

tbat hé iurpassed him in harharity and cruelty^^ man who exceeda Boyes in 
craelty I And this in the opinión of Boyes himself ! 

Ameiica, then, could not hopo for justice : and the patriota who raised on 
high the standard of liberty, conyinccd themselyes añerwards that the sword 
was placed at the thtoat, and that it was ineyitable to expíate the crime of hay- 
ing wiahed to be frec ! 

When General Morillo arriycd at Costa Firme, all had been subdued : hardly 
conld there be excepted a few points of the monntains of Chaguaramas, where 
Zaraza and some other places of Guajrana defended themselyes, and the plains 
of Barcelona, where were left Monagos, Rojas, Cedeno, Parejo, and indefatigable 
gaerrfllas, without any other camps than the borders of the swamps ; without 
any other forcea than those who fled from the oppression of the royalists ; with- 
out any other arma than their bruyery and dospcration. Spain had rccoycred 
her coiony without any cffort on her side, and only at the príce of American 
bloodl 

Morillo perceiyéd immediately that all was destroyed ; that Morales and the 
IHends and componions of Boyes had not eyen established a military authority, 
and there was nothing else in Venezuela than a permanent slaughUr of tietims 
mañüdá out by cupidity or sacrificed by yengeance. 

Another, who would not haye been Morillo, and who would haye known to 
) bis thought to the height of hia dignity, and to the importance and great- 
( of hia mission, would haye relieyed the lamentable^fate of Venezuela. But 
lie made her worse by causing the ruins to be greater, and increasing the number 
of thoao who moumed in ailence. Notwithstanding, he acted the role of merci- 
íbl and generoua. and offered a complete forgetfulneu of t?ie paet ^^ Nothing,'' 
■■id he, in hia ** Manifest,'' " was excepted in my forgetfulness. All the chiefs 
wen reapected, and eyen Arismendi, the cruel and ferocious Arismendi, remained 
in hia country, hia house and property.*** But Morales treacherously aasaasinated 

* Morillo neyer uaed proper expressions for our braye chiefs — ^which was not 
■tzange— as for him, he alone was " great and good." It is aufficient to say» that 
in speaking of Napoleón I., in his proclamation of the 23d September, 1815, he said 

that " Barharíans were nothing in the world i " Napoleón i imbued with 

the fiítal idea that he shoald only ontrago, when Icast, if not kill all that did not 
pertain to the Península. Boliyar he named a miserable rebel ; Serviez, Hrd ofprey ; 
tlie rest» ItomáiJU, But the one on whom he poured moat layishly hia inyectiyea waa 
the braye General Arismendi, whom he called hoM and tüe mo^tter, in hia proclama- 
tlan of Mompox (March Ist, 181G) ; hypocrite and deipieable; homfor wU, oí c^yuh 
mrün a» he totu mean ; in another of Barale (June 16th, 181*3^ ; crud and ferocume, 

«<6^ in hia "Manifeat " of 1820, etc. Thia hatied of Morillo agidnat Aria- 

mendi giyea the measnre of the importance of our chief. The dlaorder of the 
woida of Morillo were corresponded by Arismendi with elabórate and immortal 
■düeyementa. Arismendi was one of the moet distingnished leaders of our inde» 
pendenoe ; a determined man, to whom nothing was difficult. He waa hom at Atmi- 
don, cai^tal of the island of Margarita, about the year 1770, of wealthy and distin- 
^idabed parents. In 1804, Arismendi was Captain of the white mUitia and oom- 
mandant of the town of Norte ; employmonts then of conaideratíon, and only giyen 
to persona of known respectability. When General Arismendi passed opposite 
Pampatar with hia expedition— which has already been referred to — Arismendi 
and hia contemporary, Raíael Gueyara, manifestod pronounoed sympathiea for the 
) of the independenoe of the country which waa then being initlated. Aria- 
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fiíleen oíficen and patriota who embarked from Margarita for Bmroéloiia, nljing 
on ih\%furíj€tfuln€9$ ; and Morillo said notliing to him, ñor did he eTen r e |iroie 
his condact, as he should haye done I 

A Btrong garrison remained at Margarita and Comana, sufficient to ¿ütia i e 
their salcty against superior enemies ; and tho Commander-in-Chief aafled lor 
Canicas, where he arrivcd thc llth of May, and took charge of the Captaia- 
Oeneralcy, the exercise of which Cagigal held by recent orden of the Goan;. 

A few days after Morillo published a proclamation to the Granadanimiis (ITtli 
of May), promising them that " shortly he would be amongst them with n 
army which was the terror of thc enemies of the soTereign.*^ Morillo saw die 
importancc to gain time to present himaelf before the city of Cartagena, bj 
which operation he was to opon the campaign, or better said, the maancm of 
Santa Ff*, and hnrricd his departure firom Venezuela, whoae capital he abn» 
doned the Ist of June, 1815. 

Before leaving, and In consequence of the destmctíon by fire of the thiw- 
decker San Pedro^ where it was said the military treasnre was on board, he im- 
poscd an '* obligatory law" of two hundred thousand dollara, a sam enonnmis ii 
thoee times of misfortune and destitution ; he confiscatcd the floor bélongiag to 
priyate persons, for thc soldicrs the billeting of tho officers, eta, was made ob- 
ligatory ; but all this practiced In such a yiolent and brutal manner, that it wis 
in eflcct insupportable. The most upright and honeat citizena were anerted, 
becauae they wcre unaljje to pay the contribution wíth the promptitude fhit 
was exacted of them. Xor eyen wcre ladies exempted from aireat Tlie airat 
of the Sra. Carmen Samoran y 3Iontbnm of Puerto Cabello, recommeiided m 
shc was for the sacrifíces shc had madc, was scandalous I T*he lodgmcDt wn 
cxecuted without rcgard to rule or dccency. Mothers, with their Tiitooai 



mcndi followcd tho moyement of the ycar 1810, and xuder the gorenmient of the 
Junta, he was appointed to thc command of the same town of Norte. 

The Spanish goyemment being re-cstablÍ8hed after the ca^^tnlatlon of MiíanJi 
with Monteyerde, he was am^ted and remitted by the Goyemor Paaeoal HartiBa 
to thc dungcons of La Ouayra, fh)m whence he was libcrated by the infloeDoe of 
the Bishop of Pnerto Rico, his rclation. He retumed to Margarita, and Kaitiiifli 
would not allow his landing, for wlilch ho was arreated on the yeead and placed h 
the fort of Pampalao. It was thcn that the young Joeé Bafad Gnevaia pfodaiiBBi 
the reestablishment of the R4*public. Martínez shut himaelf up In the fort ; hi 
was attacked, roduced, and mado prisoner. Arismendi was placed at liherty, aid 
acknowledged as a chief, with the rank of ColoneL Hia actiyity immedialdy ;»> 
portioned resources to Quncral Marino, who was fighting at Camana» fonning s 
fleet of fourteen yessels, which he placed imder the command ol Joaé Bfea- 
chi, proyided with arms and ammunition. Arismendi foUowing the ezample of 
Marino at Cumana, put to death D. Pascual Martinei and twenty-eight of \k 
oompanions ; being informed of the cruelties of Zuaaola, Antoftansaa and Zerysia 
The war to the knife oommcnoed in deed. Arismendi came to Caracaa ia 18ii 
By the absence of General Ribas, he waa temporaiily charged with milltaiy gor' 
emment. It was him who receiyed from Boliyar the order to fulfil the tieoMB- 
dous execution of 800 Spaniards and IslefkM. The order was fhlfilled ; bat It la natiw 
that Arismendi carried it ont with cruelty . He was ezact aa alwaya, bnt not nnfediag. 
The actiyity, determination and moral forcé of Arismendi were imponderable, ñ 
seryioea to the Bepublic were of a superior order. We alieady know the antoeft' 
dents of this chief, up to the time of the appearance of Morillo hofoie Margaite; 
we ahall afterwaida see hia conatant labora in the ze-eatabllahment of the BcpakOa 
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danghten, were seen mixed in small rooms, with officen and aoldiers, forced to 
aeU their scanty jewels to support thenL And becanse a citizen complained 
that he had too many, a whole company was lodged in his dwelUng I With 
fandal was it seen that a magistrate was forced to sweep out his own room, 
nceiving lashea. Complaints remained unattended, and what is wone, were pnn- 
iflhed. By a law the baker who shoold sell bread to dtizens, as also the citizen 
who should bay it, were oondemned to the kst penalty ; all the floor was destined 
to the Spanish soldiers ! And whilst this was being decreed, thousands apon 
thoiwands of stalks of bananas were ordered to be cut, with the pretext of feed- 
ing the cattle, which was to be shipped. And the stalks were not shipped, be- 
caiiae it was seen that the cattle did not eat them ; thus the popnlatíon were de- 
priyed of bread as well as of the banana, which supplied the defidency of that 
one. The mosi distingaished men had their hats stmck off their heads pablidy 
on the streets, *^ to make uniform," said the executors, with a jarring accent, 
** the sailors of the frigate Diana I" All the oxen and cattle necessary for the 
ezpedition to Cartagena were taken without giying any accomit or reason, and 
it is mmeceesary to say, withont pay I Morillo fonned a CouneU of Sequatrch 
iion^ based on the Royal order of the 19th of December, 1814, to take and sell 
tlie property belonging to the patriota, and named as its Presidcnt the Briga- 
dier-General Don Salvador Moxo, one of the most shomeless and npacions men 
th«t the world has known. Almost all the inhabitants of Venezuela then beheld 
themselyes reduced to the most fearñü miseiy ; and those who liyed in deep 
mounÚBg, and shedding bitter tears for the sncriflce of their fitihers, of their 
WKifl, of their brothem immolated by Spanish feíocity, were forced to add the 
tortore of poyerty and the pain of seeing thdr property occnpied. Oh, infa- 
moiu ezpropiiation I by their own enemiee. Property to the yalue of twenty- 
two millions was confiacated, and the greater part sold.* 

Behold the prosperity brought by the Paeifl^ator Morillo, in execntion of the 
j H jMijjtFiciui T yiews of his king I behold the splendid peispectiye placed before 
oor eyes the soccess and fortone of his dispositions ! 

And he added to these ruinous measores the creation otpermanent eouneiU of 
^§mr oomposed of Spanish officers, who were to jadge by coort-martial the crimes 
of iebeIli<Ni. And is it necessary to say, the lightest, the most insignificant ex* 
preasioii was oonsidered as treason— eyen silence I 

Morillo sappressed the Supreme Court, and creating by intrigas a tribnnal of 
sppeala, he named the members that were to compoee it, and placed Venezaela 
onder the iron rod of the oxpeditionary deepotism. *' I haye not rested," he said 
>n departing to Cartagena, *' to leaye Venezuela in tranquillity, and heal the 
Toands which are always opened by disturbances. I leaye with the sweet sat- 
Uadion of haying removed all obstacles," etcf It would haye been better if 
Ib had not come, we say; and that his labora, so mefal and precioui, should 
iKve been eiyoyed by his country, which was in so much neccssity of skillñü 
pütídaní and directo», of statesmen and consummate wise men I 

Morillo set sail at Paerto Cabello for Santa Marta, accompanied by his second, 

^ Bestrepo says flíteen millions, but he is mistáken. The documente which aro 
•ptmerreá of the oonfiscation of the propertiee of the insurgents, amount to a valué 
of ;weiitj-two millions of doUars ; and it is poesible that there are some which it 
liaanrrt been aUe to eonsult. 

fRrodawatioii of Juae Ist^ 1810. 
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Enríle, and two inqoisitoi^ who were io continae the Ltquiníion at Cutagm, 
DoQ Pedro Prudencio Castro and Don José Oieriz, omamenU to Spain, and a 
sample of her cirilization and progresa I T*hore alao went with the ezpeditíon 
the Quartermaster-Genenil of tlie army, Don José D3mingo Dnarte, a pama 
well known at Santa Fe, as he had mado hia atudies in that citj, althangh he 
had not rcturned in twienty-eight years. The ezpedition conaífltod of 8^500 moi, 
embarked on fífty-six yosaels of war and transporta. 

This ncwa, as also the proximity of the danger which threatened her, was 
bronght to Cartagena by the Brítish man-of-war ^ Jealoos^ (4th of Angort). 
Cartagena was then in a deplorable state. The r')yall9t9 oommanded the Xag- 
dalena and a part of the Cauca. Castillo, the apiteñil Castillo, vain and pretea* 
tious, üf a^auperfluoualy cxact and silly character, was in no manner the mtm 
called upon to save that position, bristling with p3rils and obstasles. He had, 
it Í3 true, nnder his or Jers goii and bra^e generala ; bat somsthing mora thia 
intcg^ty of heart and valor of mind was nseded ; there wan required tlifi talent 
of the occasion, a sublimo talent which saes in dnrknesa, and breathes in a Tae- 
uum ; an<l then it was that the fríends of the independence bitterly regictted the 
abscncc of Bolirar, and the lo» to the republic of such an illostriona chieftaiB. 
Hany, even his opposers, wrote to hioi, bcseeching him uigently to letom ; and 
succceded in getting their letlcrs to Jamaica. 

Morillo carne in sight of Cartagena the 18th of August, and establidied the 
blockade, situating his headquarters four leagnes firom the city. 

A few days aftcrwards the división of Morales, compoeed of three tboannd 
fiye hundred men of Venezuelan troops, arrived by land, and. Cartagena was 
rígorously blockaded on all sides. 

The Spaniards capturcd cighty thousand dollars in gold and jewels, by 
which the goyemment of the Union was helping Cartagena, which som went 
to the military treasure of Morillo. The citizen José María Portocarrero, a 
merchant of Santa Fé, bearing dispatches of the greatost importanoe to tbe 
gOYemment, fell ¡uto their handi ; and towanls the middle of October they 
succeeded in dispersing tlie garrison of the town of Nechi, taking the greater 
part prísoncrs. The Commandant Pedro Villapol and other officera were paito 
the sword in the camp, in the prescncc of Morillo himself, who then began tíut 
carcer of blood ** in which he was to assimilate himself to the monaten whD 
dcvastated America in the sixteenth century." Although indnlgenoe and 
fiiendship drain all their efíbrts to justify or excúlpate him, they nerer wiU 
be able to wash out that namc, rendered hateful by the ugly stains with wtíA 
it coyered itsclf foreyer. 

The city of Cartagena, one of the best fortified of South America, soatained 
a seyere siege, during which the bcsicgcrs had as allies of their ahella, the time 
fcyer, hungcr. Heroíc and ncyer well-considered defence, which cost to Spah 
the loss of many soldiera, and which rendered illustrioua the ñame of the te 
Cartagenians. Rash and desperate was it caUed by Morillo ; bat the impaitifl 
and ciyilized world has a dififerent opinión, and reseryea other applauaea fo 
Cartagena. 

' In Consulting the history of modcm siegea, Camot saya that the de&nce «f 
the best fortified places can scarccly be prolonged more than forty days, atd 
Cartagena resisted onc hundred and six. Assaulted by superior forcea, aoffert^ 
the fnghtful bómbardmcnt which almost reduced it to rubbiah, only the mtit 
desperate hnnger, hungcr brought to the extreme of tortora^ of death, coiÜ 
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sobdae its incomparable constancy ! Cartagena bcheld her generouB popula- 
tíon perísh in her yery streets, mingled with the intrepid army, which was no 
longer able to protect her ; and notwithstanding there wére none who proposed 
to snrrender or to make peace with the tyrants. What heroism I* 

The city occupied by Morillo, he found only a yast chamel-house, in which 
there were still to be seen a fcw half-liying skeletons. A more painfiü spectaclo 
cannot be described. 

6ix thonsand persona had peiished dnring the siege. And instead of inspir- 
ing feelings of admiration for those magnanimous beinga who did so mnch to 
piesenre their liberty, the Spaniah chieftidn established — oh, barbarous impiety ! 
— a permanent conndl of war, to judge and condemn to death those who sur- 
xendered. 

Morales took possession of the forts of Bocachica, and published a proclama- 
üon offcríng secoríty to those who shonld present themselves. Conflding in 
his promises, aged men, children, womcn, nnfortunate fishermen who had not 
táken part in the political erents, presented themadycs to him. He ordered 
them to be beheaded on the shore of the sea, to the number of fonr hundred 
persona. Many also perished in the fire of the hospital of San Lázaro, bnilt 
near the creek of Oro on the bay, a fire execnted by the orders of Morales him- 
Belf. Neither those afflictod by elephantiasis, a sickness which inspires so much 
compassion, were able to escape írom this sconrge of hnmanity, thirsting for 
human blood« It was a common rumor that, in the silence of the night, he 
maasacred many other yictims in the conyent of La Merced, conyerted into 
bairacks ; there he placed them in stocks, and the soldiers, who acted as execu- 
tioners, Idlled them by blows, or by running iheir bayoneta through their skulls. 
Thla ferocious man, notwithstanding, was rewarded by Morillo and &yored by 
theking. 

On his. part, the Pacificator, forced to justiíy to the world that his heart was 
not a tiger's, ñor that he belonged to the class of those who, with the reins of 
govemment in their hands, beheld the defenceless maasacred with impunity,t 
he ÍDled the prisons with distinguished patriota, amongst them the brothers 
Carabanos, who were retuming ñ'om Jamaica to Cartagena, desirous of con- 
trn>uting to its defence, the Drs. Garcia Toledo, Ayos, Granados, the merchant 
Fortocarrero, the Brígadier-Gteneral of Engineers, Don Manuel Anguiano, the 
Cknend Castillo, Amador, Ribon, and other persons belonging to thefirst fami- 
fies of Cartagena ; and afterwards he caused them all to be hung, confiscating 
their property. 

Meanwhile, the royalist troops took possession of the proyinces of Pamplona 
and Socorro, and made themselyes masters of the wholo country to the neigh- 
bcnhood of Yelez. 

The losa of the battle of Cachiri destroyed the Granadanian army, and the 
táking of Antioquia prostrated the opinión for the cause of the indepcndcnce. 
Tben diacouragement was spread on all sides ; and those worthy patriots who, 
In the altenatiyeB of yictory and defeat, struggled againat oppression, suc- 
cmnbedf to be dragged to the scAffold. 

• See the " Hiatoiy of Colombia," by Restrepo ; referring to the dotails of the 
sfflge of Cartagena. 

f Worda of Morillo, in his prodamation of Torrecillaa on the 3dd of September, 
1815. 
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Congress diiBolved, and Santa Fó opened its gatos to fhe 8p«iiiah general, 
who cclebrated bis yictoiies by caosing the ezecutioD of 8ix hühdbed Ajoxi- 
CANS. In yain díd Colonel Latorre lepreaent to him the amnesty be had given 
at Zipaquira, and his word solemnly compromiaed in the ñame of the king 6r 
the pardon of the patriota. Morillo ahowed himaelf hard, iaezonbk; he 
reñiaed to valué the amneaty and the promiaea of Latorre, and the maairni 
and inhumanities began which make honrid the remembranoe of thaft epodL 
There was no jndgment, Dor prt^ofr, ñor would excnlpatíoiia ñor 
tion be liatened to. Tbree Spaniah officers, in general enemiea of the j 
cana, decided the Uves of the aoK^üed criminala ; and Morillo had the effiraot- 
ery to announce by a proclamation that tbe VallaTioencioa, Yalenziielaa and 
LozanoA, were to die on the acaffold ; making this proclamation tfae Teiy ame 
day on which their judgment had commenced.* 

America ahall weep for a long time, amongst other fllnstrioaa Tietim» tfae 
Jurísconaalta Camilo Torres, Joaquín Camacho, Joeé Gregorio and Fnitoe G«- 
tierrez, Criaanto Valenzucla, Miguel Pombo, Jorge Lozano, Fnandaoo An- 
tonio Ulloa, Manuel Toríces and José María Davila; amongat the offiocBi 
Cabal, Baraya, Custodio Rohira, Mcjia, YiUayicencio, and other aabaltenL 
Tho death of the Enginoor Francisco Joaó Caldea, a celebrated mathonaticiaii, 
was the most barbarous cmelty of Morillo. 

The most diatínguiahed patriota disappcared before the ferod^ of tfae tjmt; 
the wcalthiest proprietora; the braTeet aoldiera; the rícheat merohanta; die 
wise, the moat prominent and notable men of New Granada. 

Morillo wiahed to aatiate himaelf with blood in darkneaa. 

Many reapectable persona interceded for the lives of the Tirtnooa Camilo 
Torrea, the humane General Rovira, the viceroy of Peni himaelf^ A!^aeral, and 
tbe Lieutenant-Genend Montes, implored pardon for the philosopher OüdiRi 
but in vain. Morillo had decrced their death. The injustice f»f theae cxecn- 
tiona eyen carne to the eara of the court, and tbe King Ferdinand faimadf 
reproved that of the Count Casa-Valencia. What would he haTe aaid if be 
had bad newa of that of tbe General Count VOlayicencio, fiigate-c^itaiiii 
wbom Morillo caused to be abot because he recalled to him that he faad hacn 
his defender in a court-martíal whcn he waa a aeigeant of artiUerj ? 

Tbe wiyea of theae iUustrioua men were condemned to the laah or to ente. 
Great God 1 

Are there, unfortunately, any more vengeancea to be executed ; mon crad- 
ties to satiate ? Will more innocent blood be shed ? Will unfaappy America 
lie dccimated unceasingly ? Yea, because pasaiona are inaatiable hy exoeaHí: 
and the Spanish, who knew how to bate, ignored when to pnt an end to their 
spite, and notbing satisficd their vehement thirHt for blood. Aíter the taldng oí 
Quito, where tbe royaliata abot one out of erery fire of the gairiaon, tfae war was 
marked every day by bloody masaacres. Borbaroua, atrodooa masner of nh- 
duing people and auppreasing interior diaturbancea ; a wanderíng and IwifnMhi 
policy (if at any time terror can be called policy), which occaaiona iosomctiaiiB; 
whicb makea just war and retaliations ; which exalta the paagianí, and nmoreí 
to a great diatance foreyer the benefita of concord and peace. Spain, I wÜ 
say openly, lost ber colonies by the ignorance and cruelty of the men whoa 
sbe, with so Httle judgment, sent to goyem ua. Neyer did they know how t» 

* Proclamation directed to the Inhabitanta of Popayan and Choea 
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deríye profit from their yictoríes, nor írom thoir adyantageous positions ; " as 
the art of goyeming is more difficult than that of conqaering ; because at most 
times chance rules arms, and in goyemment always judgment^'* And as 
nothing to them were the examples of modcratíon which gaye so many deli- 
cioüs and abmidant fhiits to Scipio, Sertorío, Vcspasian, Titus, Flaminius, 
Charles Vil. of France, Don Alonso I. of Castile, and the fifth of the same 
ñame of Naples. If there is an incontestable truth in policy, it is that forcé 
and yiolence are not the bonds which unite men nor bind empires. The tnie 
chains which guarantee the duration of tbese are justice, the kindness of the 
míen, and the loye of the citizons.t This úiazim of celestial wisdom was 
much too superior for men such as Monteyerde, Morales, and Morillo ; and it 
was also forgotten by the courtiers and counsellors of Ferdinand. From his 
disregard was it that America was deluged in blood, and that Spain lost the 
ñchest element of her greatoess and power. 

To the executions without the legal form of judg^ent ; to the death of sp 
many illustríous citizens, and of all the chiefs of any distinction and military 
Talae, executed at Bogotá, Popayan, and other places, were added obligatory 
contríbutions, iniquitous confiscations, spoliations of all classcs, outrages, miscry, 
ipying. It was entirely a system of tyranny, of extortion, of insult, never known 
bdfore, sustained by thirty thousand bayoneta which Morillo disposcd of from 
Guayaquil to Angostura, from Ayila to Pasto. In all the cities, in all the ports, 
in all the strongholds the banner of Castile fioated. The will of the soyereign, 
or better said, of his agenta, was law. There no longer existed a country, no 
longer the idea of liberty I The word right4 was a sarcasm ; and that sublimo 
ciy, Hurrah for America líber ated ! which re-echoed on the glorious battle- 
.fielda of Venezuela, was a sorrowful remembrance, a dream, a dissipated illu- 
ñon, which nene eyer expected to see again realized. 

**• Proyidence," said Boliyar, '* had decreed the ruin of these unhappy regions, 
and sent them Morillo with his extermlnating army." 

Colombia had ceased to exist. 

Who would think any longer of expelling our opprcssors ? Who will retum 
fox oor cause aíter tyranny has been so strongly cemented ? Let us confíde ; 
let U8 not be discouraged by the frowning aspect of afiairs, as fortune is not 
■oftened by &int hearts. A great and genero« mind hopes, belieyes, con- 
fides. It is not cowered and disheartcned by fs^gues, it is not dispirited by 
miflíbrtnne, as tears are a womanly weakness ; it sttfferB with yalor, and awaits. 
The fiíture is known by none ; it is full of eyents ; and the elementa of all for- 
tone, of an progresa, of all triumphs, are time and hope. 

•*PMtten«bra8ltixr 

Beaides, doea not Boliyar exist ? And whilst he lires is the cause of America 
loat ? Win the Líberator behold indifferently, inertly, liberty enchained ? 

* SaaTedra Bnterprises. 

f IModor, of Sicilia, book 16 ; chap. Ix. ** Tyranny and the army are not the snp- 
port of «he magiatrate/' lays SaUnst : " They are the friends who are not gained by 
money, nor Yíj fatob of anns. They are the froito of moderatlon and good deeds." 
(Jofirur, X.) 



CHAPTER XVIII. 
1815. 



BOLITAS ÁT JAKÁICÁ— OOCUPATIOira OF THB LIBBRATOI— HIl IMMOKTAL LBTTBB 10 A. 
MAX Or THAT ULAXD— BOLITA B PBXBTBATBS UCTO THB FCTÜBB. 

rriIE Libcrator airiyed at Kingston in May, 1815. He was there recÓTad witk 
JL ovations and demonstrations of distinguished esteem. T*he Dnke of Kan- 
chester, Governor of Jamaica, with whom he held seyeral coníerenoea, aoliatf- 
iog rcsources to assist Cartagena, paid him dclicate attentíona, inTÍting him to 
diñe, and obliging him to be seated by his sidc The Duke uaed to aaj, with 
a firankness full of gracc, in reference to the enlightened intelligence of Bolirar, 
to his great geniua, and his weak constitution and meagre appearance : ^Tha 
flame has absorbed thc oil.'^ 

For thc rcst, as he could obtain nothing from the govermnent, be adánned 
himself to some friendly and cnterprísing foreigners capable of adrindng 
funds for an ezpedition against Venezuela, ** the ezit he described to them « 
sccurc, as Morillo being occupied with the pacification of New Granada, and 
pcrhaps pcnetrating into the distant provinccs of Ecuador and the kingdom of 
Perú, hü was tlius unable to opérate o2)portunely to ¡mpcde the triumph of the 
liberators.*^ In his conyersations, upon the desired expcdition, BoIítat per- 
ccivcd one thing, that the d^ríodical publications of the Spanish wñten^ a 
labor which was repeated dAy, had succceded in leading astray the opinioni 
of the foreigners upon the orígin of the American reyolution, its meana, and 
probable rcsult. And the more he converscd with one and the other, more was 
he convinced of the false ideas which rcigncd in their minds. Tben he de- 
voted himself to write, conyerting into a powerful auxiliary of tmth what bid 
been before the instrument of error. 

The most important wríting of Boliyar, in Jamaica, the most ingenióos, and 
^vbich reveáis bcttcr his clear intelligence, and the fertility and agreeableoeM 
of his style, is the letter of the 6th September, 1815, in reply to that of a 
gcntlcman of that island (Mr. Hcliop, perhaps ?) who wrote to him on Aa 
20th of August, 1815, in reference to the eyents of America. BoÜTar a**"»i»m« 
thc causea of the misfortunea of the war, the state of the new goyeramciitai 
and his motiycs for hope ; he places under contribution the history of the 
conqucst ; and with exquisite talent and easy expression, he developa the plan 
of goyemment most adapted to the several independent sectiona, and predicti 
their destinies. As this documcnt bclongs to a superior order, although I pab> 
1264) 
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liih it entíre in tbe collectíon, it has seemed proper to me to place herc some 
pangraphs, so that my readers may enjoy it in antíclpation. 

Boliyar commences his letter by excuBÍng himaelf for being unable to satiBfy 
entírely tbe salicitons demanda of bis conespondent, now for want of books and 
documcnts, now for bis limited knowledge of sacb vast, different and unknown 
coimtries as tbe New World. Tbns be said to bim : 

*^ In my opinión, it is impossible to answer tbe questions witb wbicb yon 
haye bonored me. Homboldt bimself, witb bis anirerBality of tbeorctical and 
practícal knowledge, could scarcely do it witb ezactitude ; because, altbougb a 
portion of tbe statistics and tbe rerolutíon of America is known, I daré to aflirm 
that tbe greater part is plonged in mystery, and in consequcnce, conjectoros 
only can be offered, more or leas proximate, aboyo all, tbat reUtiye to tbe ñitnre 
destiny and tbe tnie projects of Americans ; because as many combinations as 
are subministered by tbe bistory of nations, of so many otbers is onrs suscepti- 
ble, by its pbysical positions, by tbe yicissitndes of war and by tbe calculations 
of politics." 

" Ab I conaider myself bound to pay attention to yonr esteemed fayor, no lees 
iban to your pbilantbropical yiews, I feel myself animated to addrees you tbese 
linos, in wbicli positiyely yon will not find tbe lacid ideas Fbicb you desire, 
bat an ingenuous expression of my tboogbts." 

^ Tbree centuries baye passed," yon say, '' since tbe barbarities began wbicb 
the S^aniards bayc committed in tbe great bemispbere of Colambus. Barbari- 
ties wbicb tbe present age bas repelled as fabuloua, because tbey appear supe- 
rior to buman peryersity ; and neyer would tbey be belieyed by modem tritios, 
if oontinual and repeated documents did not testify to tbese onbappy trutbB. 
The pbilantbropic Bisbop of Cbiapa, tbe apcsüe of America, Las Casas, bas 
left to posteríty a brief relation of tbem, deriyed from tbe processes brougbt 
against tbe conquorors at Seyilla, witb tbe testimony of as many respcctable 
persona tbat tben ezisted in tbe New World, and witii tbe lawsuits of tbe 
tyra uts tbcmselyes between eacb otber; as testified by tbe g^atest bistorians 
of that time. All impartíais baye rendered justice to tbe seal and yirtues of 
ihat Mend of bumanity, wbo, witb so mucb fenror and determination, de- 
nooaced to bis goyemment and contemporaries tbe most frigbtñil acts of a 
- aangidnary fienzy." 

** Witb wbat feelings of gratitude do I read tbe paragrapb in your letter, 
where you say to me, * tbat you hopo, tbat tbe success wbicb tben accompa- 
DÍed tbe Spanisb arms may now accompany tbose of tbeir antagonists, tbo 
mocb oppressed Boutb Americana.' I bold this bope as a prediction. If 
jmtíoe decides tbe disputes of men, success sball crown our efiforts, because 
fhe destiny of America bas been irreyocably fixed ; tbe bond wbicb united ber 
to Bpain baa been cut asunder. Opinión was its strengtb ; by it were tbe parts 
of tbat immense monarcby mutually bound. Tbat wbicb formerly united tbem, 
now separates tbem. Greater is tbe batred inspired in us by tbe Peninsular 
than the ocean wbicb diyides us from it. It is leas difficult to join tbe two 
oontinenta, than to reconcilíate tbe minds of botb countries. Tbe babit of 
obedience, an intercouise of interests, of ciyilization, of religión : a mutual 
good-will; a tender solidtude for tbe birtbplace tbe glory of our forefatbers ; 
finally, all wbicb formed our bope, came from Spain. From tbis a principie of 
adheñon took root, wbicb seemed etemal ; notwitbstanding tbat tbe miscon- 
duct of oor nders álackened tbis sympatby, or better said, tbia attaobment 
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forced by the rule of domination. At present all ü rerexBed ; destii, difihoaor, 
all that Í8 injuríous, thrcatena us, and we fear, we raffer all fnm that nmutiinl 
Btqp-mothcr. Tlie veil has f )Ocn rabcd ; we have already leen the ligbt, and tliej 
wish to again plunge na in darkness ; the chaina haye castoff; wo haré already 
been fíree, and our enemics pretend to enslarc na anew. On acooont of thii, 
America fíghts desperatcly ; and seldom haa desperation not carried TÍctoiy 
a]on<; with it." 

" If successca have been partial and altérnate, we ahonld not lote oonfideBce in 
fortane. In some parta the indepcndcnts are yictoríons, whilat the tjTanta, in 
difícrcnt placen, obtain advantagfó». And what is the result ? la not the entin 
New World awake and in arma for ita dofence ? Let us throw a glaooe, and we 
will observe a flimultancous stniggle in all the extensión of this hemispheie. . . 

'* The warlike state of the provincea of the Rio de la Plata haa pnrged Hi 
tenitory and Icd ita victorious arma to the Upper Peni, inanrrecting Areqnipt, 
and disquieting the royaliats of Limo. Almost a million of inhabitanta enjoy 
libcrty there." 

^' The kingdom of Chili, populated by 800,000 sonls, ia combating widí iti 
enemies who pretend to míe it; but in vain, becauae those who fonneriy 
checked tlieir conquesta, the indomitable and üee Araucaniana, are their ncs^ 
bora and fellow-countrymcn ; and their sublime ezample la auffident to pnna 
to them that the x>cople who love their independence, finally gain it.** 

'* The kingdom of Peni, whoae population amonnta to 1,500,000, Ib vb- 
doubtcdly the most oppreeacd, and írom which moet aacrificea harc been dcmaad- 
ed for the service of the king ; and although the rclations conoeming that portíoa 
of America may }ye diffcrent, it is certain, that it is fiír fhim qniet, ñor ii it 
able to oppose the torrcnt which threatens the grcater portion of her proTincea* 

**Ncw Granada, which is, to say so. the heart of America, obeya a genenl 
goyemment with the cxception of the kingdom of Quito, whidí with tta 
greatest difficulty checks its enemies, for being attached to the canse of tbe 
country, and the provinces of Panamá and Simta Marta, which aoffer painfuDy 
the tyranny of its mastcrs. Two milUons and a half of inhabitanta are spiod 
over that territory, which at prcscnt they are defending against the Spakk 
army under General Morillo, whom it is almost certain shall auccumb before tba 
impregnablc stronghold of Cartagena. But if he should take it, it will be li 
the cost of grcat loases ; and in consequcnce, he shall be wanting in the fene 
necesaary to subjugate the brave and honest inhabitants of the interior.** 

** As to heroic and unhappy Venezuela her events have been so rapid and htf 
devastations such, that she has almost been reduccd to an abaolnte indigOBOt 
and a íVightful wildemess, notwithstanding that she had been one of the BMt 
beautifhl countries which waa the pride of America. Her tyranta míe ortra 
desert, and only opprcss the sorrowful relies of those who, having eBcaped deatbi 
lead a precarious ezistence ; a few women, children and aged men are those thit 
remain. The greatcr portion of the men have perished before bdngsUTei; 
and those who livo combating desperately in the fields and interior towna, natfl 
they expire or throw into the sea those who, insatiable for blood and criuMS, finí 
with the first monsters who caused to disappear from America ita primidfi 
race». Almost a million of inhabitants were to be oounted in VeneEaÍBla; sal 
withont cxaggeration it can t>e afíirmed that the fourth part has been sacrifioad 
by the earth, the sword, hunger, diseaae, and wonderings. With the ezoeptisi 
'Of the earthqoake they are all resulta of the war.'* 
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" In New Spain there were in 1808, as is rclatcd by Barón Tlumbolflt, 7,800,000 
flouls, including Guatemala. From that cpoch, tho insurrcotion, wliich has agi- 
tated almodt all her pronncos, ha<« cauf^crl to diminish flcnsibly that ccnsus which 
appcars to be czact; as more than a million of mcn huvc períshcd, an«l you can 
866 for yonrself in the exposition of Mr. Walton, who descn1x*<< faithfutly tbe 
bloody crímcs committed in tliat opulcnt cmpire. Thcre the Rtniggh^ h main- 
tained by forcé of human aid ; all claíwes of sacri fices, aa the Spanianls gpare 
notbiag, that they succcedcd in subduing thosc who havc bad the misfortune 
of being bom on tUis aoil, which sccmi) dcstincd to be dronchcd with thu blood 
of it* natives. In spite of all, the Mexicana will be frce, becausc they havc em- 
braced tho cause of tbe country with the dctcrmination of rcvenging their fore- 
'ftlhord, nr follow thcm to tho grave. They say with Raynal : the time has at 
Uut arrived to repa^ the SpaniarJs' executlons with ezecutions, and to drown 
this race of ezterminators in their blood, or in tho sea." 

"The islands of Puerto Ricj and Cuba, which between both can rcpresent a 
population of se ven to eight hundrod thousand souIa, are thosc which are most 
qnictly occupicd by the Spaniards, because they aro out of the cont&ct of the 
independcnts. But are not these islanders Amerícans ? Are they not opprcssed f 
Would they not desire their well-being ?** 

This tablean represonts a military scale of two thousand 1eague:4 of longitude 
by niño hundred of latitude in its greatest extensión, in which sizteen millions 
of Amerícans defcnd their ríghts, or aro oppresscd by the Spanish nation, which, 
«Itboagh at one time was tho largcst empiro of the world, her remnants are now 
iroable to rule the nmr liemispherc and oven to maintain the oíd one. And 
dTlHzed Europe, commercial and loving liberty, permits that an oíd serpent, 
only to satisfy its poisoned hatrcd, devours tho most beautiful portion of our 
globel Whatl is Europe deaf to the cry of her own intcrosts? Has she no 
loQger eyes to see the injustice ? lias she become so hardcned as to be in such 
a d^^ree insensible ? When more I reflcct on these questions, moro am I per- 
pliszed. I arríve to the dcgree of thinking that the disappearance of America 
ii deñred : but it is impossible, bccauso all Europe is not Spain. Whnt mad- 
neH, that of our enomy, to preteml to reconquer America without a navy, without 
a treamuy, and almost without soldiers, as those that she has aro scarccly suíB- 
cient to maintain her own people in a forced obedience, and defend horsolf from 
ber naighbors I Besides, can this nation carry on the exclusive commercc of 
ooe-half the world, without manufactares, without territorial products, without 
arta, without sciences, without policy ? This mad undertaking succeeding, and 
eren snpposing more, the paciflcation succeeding, the chiMren of tho prcHont 
Americans, united to those of the European reconquerors, woiíld they not forra, 
within twenty yeara, the same patriotic dcdigns, which are now being fought for ! 

*^Eiifx>pe wonld do a good to Spain in dissuading her from her stubbom temer- 
la, bocause, at least, she would spare the expenses she defrays, anrl thti l>lood 
Ae shcds; so that,fixing herattcntion on her own districts, nho should biwr her 
prosperíty and power npon moro solid foundations than thoso of unrortain ron- 
q06Bt8, a precarious commerce and forciblc cxtortions, in r.tmoto, hoHÜIn anil 
powerf\il regions. Europo herself, for views of political weal, Mhould havc pro- 
pared and executed the pmject of the American indepcnflencc, not only liccniíHn 
-the equilibrium of the worid requires it thus, but beraUHo tli¡>4 is tlin Iririt ¡imito 
maá sore mode of gaining for herself ultramarina ostnblishmi'rilti of romriiiTc*f«, 
Jarope, who does not find heraelf agitated by the violcnt paMsions of vcnin^anM 

IT ^ 
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ambition, and cupidity, Uke Spain, seems to baye been authoiiaed bj aD tbe 
lawB of equitj to instruct on her well-undentood interesta. 

*^ All the wríters who have wrítten on this subject agree on thia point Coa- 
seqnently, wc reasonably hoped that all drilized nations woald havo hartunnd 
to our asdistance, so that we should ha ve acqnired a good whose adrantagos an 
mutual to both hemisphcrus. Xotwithstanding, what diaappointed hopea I S<á 
only thc Europcana, but even our brethren of the North, haye maintained the»- 
sel ves immovablc apectators of thia dispute, whicb in ita esaence ia the jmtei^ 
and in its resulta the moat important of any that haye been anacitatcd in aa- 
cient and modera ages ; because, to what extent cannot be calcolated the tfia- 
acendency of thc liberty of the hemiaphere of Columboa ?** 

^*' ^ The felony by which Bonapartc/ you aay, ' impríaoned Chariei IV. and 
Fcrdinand VII., kings of this nation, which three centoriea ago treadieroad|j 
confíned two monarclis of South America, ia a very manifeat act of divine ictai- 
bution, and at the same time a proof that GkKl auataina the just carne of thi 
Americana, and will concede them thcir indcpendence/' 

** It appcars you wish to alinde to thc monarch of México, Kontezuma, aimtBd 
by Cortcz, or killcd by liimsclf, accor^ing to Herrera, althoogh Solia aaya bj thi 
pcoplc ; and Athualpa, Inca of Peni, dcstroyed by Franciaco Pizaro and BMfi 
de Almagru. Tiiere exista a difference bctween the fate of Spaniab kings nd 
the American kings, which doea admit of comparison. The former are tnitied 
with dignity, prcscrved, and fínally recovcr their liberty and throne ; whilit thi 
last suíTur frightful tortures, and the moat ahameful outragea. If QuahtemgCBi, 
Buccessor of Montezuma, is trcateil as an Emperor, and the crown ia givca Ib 
him, it was in mockery, and not in respect, so that be ahould experience ttíi 
ridicule before the tortures. Thc fate of this monarch was the same aa 
of the King of Michoacan, Catzantzin, of the Zipa of Bogotá, and of aa 
Toquis, IncoA, Zipas, Ulmenes, Caciques, and remaining Indian magnates ai M 
into thc bandü of the Spaniards. The incident of Ferdinand VTL ¡a more od- 
iar to that which took place in Chile in 1535, with the Ulmén of Copiap6,tka 
reigning over that district The Spaniard Almagro profeaaed, like Bonaptrtí^ 
to take thc side of the legitímate monarch, and in conaequence calis the iisai|Mr; 
be appears to restore the legitímate to bis Statea, and enda by enchaimog nd 
throwing the unhappy Ulmén into the flamcs, without even listening to Ul 
defencc. This is the example of Ferdinand VIL with bia usurper; withtlni 
difference, tliat the European kings suffer only exile, wbilat the Ulmén of CUb 
ends bis life in an atrocioua manner. 

'* * Añer some months,' you add, * I have made many reflcctioins opon thi 
aituatíon of thc Americana and their future hopea, but I need many infonnitíiM 
as to their prcaent poaitíon and what they aspire to. I wiah infinitely to kaflf 
the politics of each pn>vince, aa also of its population : wbetber they deiin ■* 
publics or monarchi^ ; wbetber they will form a great republic or a gnat DA* 
archy : all infonuaion of thia class that you can give me, or indícate to flie Al 
aources to which I should recur, I shall esteem aa a very particular íarar.*" 

** Generous aouls always interest themselves in the fiite of a people who tiki 
great pains to recover the rights with which the Creator and natme 
endowed them ; and it is necessary to be faacinated by eiror or the pai 
not to entcrtain this noble feeling. Tou have tbought of my comitiy MÍ 
interest yourself for it ; thia act of benevolence inspires in me the most IMT V 
gratitude. 
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^ I haT6 aaid tiíAt the popalatíon is cftlcalaled by fiKrts more or leas ez«ct, 
which a thoostnd dicimisUiices cause to be faulty, it not being eaay to romcdj 
ibis inexactitade, because the greater part of tbe dweDen bare country nú- 
denoea, and on many occasions traTelling ; being biborere, thejSberds, Indiana 
lost in the dense and vast forests, solitary plains, and separated amongst lakes 
and largo riren. Who can fonn a complete statistic of such distrícts t Bc> 
ddes, tbe tributes whicb tbe Indians pay, the penalties of the sUres, first-Aruita, 
the tithes and taxes which weigh on the laborera, and other incidonts which 
canse the poor Americans to leave their firesides. A11 this, not mentioning tho 
war of extermination which has already mowed down almost an eighth of tho 
popnlation, and has frightencd away a greater part ; then tbe difficaltieá aro 
inaaperable, and the censos will be reduced to one-half of tbe troo one. 

^ It is still more difficnlt to foresee the ñiture destiny of tbe New World ; to 
aftablish principies apon its policy, and almost to prophesy the naturo of the 
gOTemment it may adopt AU ideas in regard to the fVitare of this country 
■eems to me at random. Could it be foreseen when mankind was in iU inf>inry, 
gORoonded by so mucb uncertainty, ígnorance and error, what should he the 
núes which it was to adopt for its preaervation 7 Who would havo darod to 
mj tbat such a nation shall be a republic or a monarchy, this shall bo Bmall, thnt 
great ? In my conception this is the picture of our sitaation. We are a small 
portion of mankind, we possess a world apart, sorrounded by Tast seas ; new 
in almost ail the arts and sciences, although, in a certain mannor, oíd in tho 
vmes of cítíI society. I consider the presont state of America as when the 
Boman Empire crumbled into pieces, each fragment formed a poUticnl sys- 
tom scdtable to its interests and position or corporations, with this roinarkahlo 
diflerence, tbat those scattered members rctumcd to ro-establish thnir formor 
mliona, with such alterations as were requircd by aflairs or evontH ; but wn, 
-wlio acaroely preserre any yestiges of what existetl in a former timo, and who, 
Iwrides, are neither Indians ñor Enropcans, bnt an interyening dass lK*twoon tho 
legitímate owners of the conntry and the Spanish nstirpeni; summlng iip, 
baíng Amerioans by birth, and oor ríghts those of Europe, we liavo to dliiputci 
t firom those of the conntry, and to maintain oarselros in thom A;(ainNt tho 
sion of the inyaders, thns we find onrselyes In the most oxtraordlnury 
snd complicated state. Notwithstandíng tbat it is a sort of divlnatlon to 
ladicate wfaat would be the result of the lino of policy which América follows, 
I daré to yenture some conjectures that on the spot I characterixe m arliltrary, 
dictsted by a rational desire, and not by a probable reasooing/* 

^ The poñtion of the inbabitants of the American hemisphisre hiM borní, diir- 
fag three oentories, purely paasiye ; their poHtical existMice nuil. Wo woro 
«me degree lower than slayery, and for the same reason with moro dlíllcMtlty lo 
lilae ounelyes to tbe enjoyment of liberty. AJIow me to placo Uwm tumn\iU^r%- 
iSumñ to establiah tbe qoeetion. Tbe Sííám are «layes liy tho naturo of tfiolr 
coaat itu tion, or by the abose of it ; then a peopla are slayos whon tho f(oYom« 
ment, in ita easence or by its yicea, tramplca on and nmirps tho rf^ht* of tlio 
citixen or sobject Applylng these principies, we will seo that AtwrU'n was 
not only depriyed of ber Hberty. bot also of active and oyoHioariri|( iyraririy. 
E ahall explain myidC In absolote admínístratirfns th«ro aro no llrnll^ m*ny^ 
■iaed. in the exerdse of goyemmental íacolties: tho will ttf ilio Kfnat MiiKsrt, 
of the Khan, of tfae Dey, and other drapotí, is wnprmmt law, and MiU Is n\iwmi 
mibitrarily execu ted by íbt bajalM^ kbans, and tatraps, MtMUinM ttf Turkur or 
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Peraia, wbo haye organizcd an oppressioii in wbich the mb¡oClM putidpste bj 
reason of tbe aatbority confidod to tbem. They are cbaiged with tfae cítü, 
military, political, religious and income administratioii. Bat mfter all, tínb 
cbiefs of Ispaban are Persiana, tbe rizicra of tbc grand seignear are TiuIb; 
tbe sultana of Tartary are Tártara. Cbina does not seek ber military oommand- 
era aud wise men in tbe country of Gcngbia Elban, wbo conqnered her; in apíte 
of that, tbe prcaent Chínese are dircct descendanta of tboee Bubjugated hj the 
ascendanta of tbe prescnt Tártara. 

** How diffcrent among&t us ! We wcrc oppre^tsed by a condüct whicb, beaids 
depriving na of the righta wbicb corresponded to na, tbcy kept na in a átate út 
lastíng infancy with respect to the pnblic tranaactiona. If we woald oiily bvre 
managüd oor domeatic afTalrs in our interior adminiatration, we aboold bate 
known the course of public aíTaírs and its mccbaniam, and we aboold bave abo 
e^joycd the personal consideratíon, wbicb imposcs to the cyea of the people 
a certain mecbanical respect, so necessary to be prcsenred in reTolation& Heve 
are tbe reasona wby I aaid tbat we wcre depríved even of actiye tyranny, as m 
were not allowed to exerciac ita functiona. 

" Americana, in the Sponisb system wbich now rules, and perbaps with mon 
forcé than ever, occupy no other post in society than tbat of aerfs propcr íbr 
labor, and when niost tbat of common consumer:) ; and eren tbia islimited by 
shocking restrictions. Such as the probihitíon of tbe cultiyation of the finita 
of Europe ; tbe detention of tbe producto wbicb tbe king monopoiiaea ; tiie 
impediment to manufactories, which evcn tbc península does not poasoss ; the 
exclusive privileges of co¡niu3rce, cven of articlcs of first neceasity ; obatactal 
between colonics and American provincft!) tbüt may not bave any intercooTM; 
fínally, do you wish to know what was our destiny ? Tbe fielda to cnltiTate 
Índigo, grain, coíTee, augar-canc, cocoa, cotton ; tbe aolitaiy praiiiea to bned 
cattle ; the wildemcaa to hunt tbe wíld beasts ; tbe bowela of tbe oarth to dig 
out tbe gold, wbicb cannot satiate tbat míscrly nation. 

*^ So ncgatiye was our sitúa tion, tbat I cannot find one similar in any othff 
ciyilized association, altbough I inquire into all tbe series of ages and pollcy «f 
all nations. To pretcnd tbat a country so bappily conatituted, yast, opnkat 
and populous, sbould be passive, is it not an outrage and a yiolatíon of the 
rights of bumanity ?'' 

*^ We were, as I bave just related, separatcd, and we migbt aay, exiled fiwa 
tbe uni verse, inasmuch an Ls relative to tbe sciencc of tbe govemment and ad- 
uünbtration of the State. Never were we viccroya or govemora, onlj in extra- 
ordinary caaes; arcbhisbops and bishops rarely; diplomatiats nerer; oflfeen 
only as subaltoms; nobles wíthout royal privilegea; finally, we were not magia- 
trates ñor public treasurers, ñor even mercbanta ; all in direct antagoniam to 
our institutions. 

'^ The Americans havo risen snddenly, and witbout previona ezperienoe, and 
what is more sensible, witbout practico in public affairs, to rcp rcacnt in the 
tbeatrc of the world the emincnt dignities of legislatora, magistratea. admimF 
trator.4 of incomos. diplomatiats, generala, and as many aupreme and snbordBh 
nate autborities a^^ form the govemment of a State regnlarly organized.^' 

"^ Wlien tbe French eagles alone respected tbe walls of tbc city of Cadii. aad 
in thcir fligbt had thrown do>vn tbc wcak govcmments of tbe Peninsala, «t 
were tben lefl in orpbauage. We had alrcady l>een aurrendered to the m«9 
of a fordgn uaurper. Aftewarda flattered by the joatice which waa doe to m 
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by anoriiig hopee always fimstrated ; lastiy, ancertain of oor ñiture destiny, 
and threatened with anarchy, by cause of the want of a legitímate^ just and 
liberal gOTcnunent, we predpitated ourselves into tbe chaos of revolution. In 
the first moment the interior safety was looked after, against the oncmies in- 
dosed in our midst. Aíterwards, it was extended to the exterior sa&ty ; aa- 
thoritiea were estabUsbed, whom we substituted for thoso whom we had just 
deposed, charged to direct the course of our reyolution, and to take advantage 
of the happy opportunity in which we were able to organize a constítutíonal 
gOTemment worthy of the prosent century and adcquate to our position." 

^The e^ents of térra firma haye proved to us that instítutions entirely repre- 
tentatÍTe are not adequate to our character, customs, and present cirilizatíon. 
At Caracas, party spirit took its origin in the societies, assemblies and popular 
élections ; and these parties pluuged us anew into slayery. And thus as Vene- 
xaebí has been the American re^ublic which has most adyanced in her political 
instítutions, abe has also been the clearest example of the inefilcacy of the 
federal democratícal form for our ncwly-flcdged States. In New Granada, the 
ezcessiye &cultíes of the proyincial goyemments, and the want of centraliza- 
tion in general, has led that yaluable country to the state in which we now be- 
hold her. For this reason, her weak enemies haye sustained themselycs against 
all probabilitíes. As long as our countrymen do not attain the talents and 
pnblic yirtues which distinguish our brethrcn of the Korth, systems entirely 
popular, far from being fisiyorable to us, I fear much they will be our ruin. Un- 
totunately, ihoee qualitíes seem to be yery distant from us in the grade which 
íft feqvired ; and on the contrary, we are mled by the yices which are contracted 
nnder such a natíon as the Spanish, which has ouly surpassed in ferocity, 
ambition, yengeance, and cupidity." 

" * It is more difficult,' says Montesquleu, ' to mako a people free from slayery, 
than to subjugate a free one.' Tbis truth is proyed by the annals of all times, 
which show US the groater part pf the free nations placed undor the yoke, and 
Tery few of the enslayed recoyering their liberty. In spite of this conyictíon, 
the South Americans haye manlfested the attempt to obtain liberal and eyen 
peifect instítutions ; undoubtedly, by cause of the instinct which all men haye 
to aq>ire to their best possible happiness, which is infallibly attained in ciyil 
societiee, when they are based on the foundatíous of justioe, liberty, and equality. 
Bnt, will we be capable of sustaining in its true equilibrium, the difficult 
charge of a republic ? Can it be belioyed that a people recentiy unchained 
oan launch themselyes into the sphere of liberty without, as Icanis, losing 
tludr wingB and íalling back into the abyss ? Such a prodigy is inconceiyable, 
neyer seen before. Consequently there is not a single probable reason to pleose 
US with that hope." 

** I desire more than any other to see in America the greatest nation of the 
World formed, lesa for its extensión and riches than for its glory and liberty. 
AHhough I aspire to the perfection of the goyemment of my country, I cannot 
conyince myself that the New World sbould be, for the time being, ruled by a 
gieat republic. As it is impossible, I do not daré to wish it; and I desire eyen 
]«8B a monarchy jn America, bccause tbis project, without being useful, is also 
impossible. The abuses which now exist would not be ruformed, and our 
legeneration would be finitless. The American States need the core of pater- 
nal goyemments, by which to heal the sores and wounds of despotism and war. 
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The mctropolifl, for example, shonld be México, wblch is the ooly one ihat en 
be so for its íntríiisical valué, witbout whicb tbere iñ no metrópoli a. Let m 
supposc tbat it sbould be the Isthmus of Panamá, central poiot for aU the 
extremes of tbis vast contincnt, would not tbese continué on languidly and 
even in tbc present diaordcr ? . . . Tbat a goyemment aboald gire liíé, aní- 
mate, put in movement all tbe bprínga of publíc prosperity, corroct, instmct 
and rcnder pcrfect tbe New World, it would be necesíiary tbat it ahould han 
tbe faculties of a God, and wben least, tbe knowledge and TÍrtoea of all men.*' 

'' Tbc spirít of party wbicb now a^tatcs our States would then increaae wíth 
more batred, aceing itdclf distant from tbe fountain of power, which alone can 
repress it. Besides, tbe magnates of tbe capitals would not auffer tbe prepon- 
derance of tbc metropolitans, wbom tbey would look upon aa ao m%nj non 
tyrants ; their jealousies would rido to sucb a degree tbat tbey would casaput 
tbese witb tbe bated Spaniards. Finally, a similar monarchy would be a 
clumsy er>Io88uti, wbicb would fall by its own weigbt at tbe least ooninikion.^ 

** M. De Pradt lias wisely divided America into fiíleen or aeventeen 8late% 
indepcndent of eacb otbcr, govemed by as many monarcbs. I agree totiie 
fírst proposition, l>ecaude America can tolérate se venteen nationa. Aa to the 
second, altbougb it is easier to obtain, it is lesa useñil, and tbua, I am n§í ^ 
opinión for American monarchit^ty 

** My reasons are as follows : 

'' Tho well-understood interest of a republic is contained in the aphere of iti 
presen'ution, prosperity and glory. Not cxercising liberty univeraally, becanw 
it is precisely its oppositc, no stimulus excites tbe republicana to eztend At 
limits of tbeír nation, witb tbc view alone of making tbeir neighbora particí- 
pate a liberal constitution. Tbey obtain no rígbt, tbey derive no advantag^ 
subduing tbem ; unless tbey reduce tbem to colonies, conquests or alliea, follow- 
ing tbe example of Rome. Sucb maxims and examples are in direct antago- 
nism witb tbe principies of justice of tbe republican systems; and I forther 
Bay, in manifest opposition witb tbe interests of its citizens ; 1>ecauBe a State 
too extcnsive in itself, or it« dependencies falls át last, and converta ita fice foim 
for anotber tyrannical ; it slackeus tbe principie it sbould preserve, and rccon 
fínally lo despotism. Tbe distinctive of small república is permanency : that 
of great is variating, but always incline to an empire. Almost all the fint haTC 
bad a long duration ; of tbc necond, Ronie alone suptained herself a íew centii- 
ries; but it was 1>ecause tbe capital was republic, and tbe Rst of her dominicMi 
were not govemed by ditíerent laws and institutions. 

*' Tbe policy of a king is very antagonistic, wbose constant inclinatioii is di- 
rected to tbe increasc of bis dominions, ricbes and power; witb reaaon, becaoN 
bis autbority augments witb tbese acquisitions as mucb in regard to hb neigh- 
bors as to bis own vassals, wbo fear in bim sucb a formidable power, aa is h» 
empire, wbicb is prescrvcd in tbe niidst of wars and conquesta. For thM 
reasons, I tbink tbat tbc Americans, anxious for peace, sdeucea, arta, oommera^ 
and agriculture, would prefer república to kingdoms, and it appeara to me tiut 
tbeir wisbes are in accordance witb tbe views of Europe.'* 

*^ 1 do not agree to tbe federal system umongst tbe popular and repreaentatin^ 
as being too pcrfect, and re<iuiríng virtues and political talents far auperior to 
ours. For tbe same reasoo, I refuse tbe mixed monarcby of aríatocracy aad 
democracy, wbicb bas procured s^> mucli fortune and splendor to England. Ko( 
being possible for us to obtain amongst república and monarcbica the moat po^ 
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fect and finÍBhed, let tu erade íalling into demagogical anarchies, or in mono- 
cratic tyraimies. Let na seek a means between the opposed extremes, which 
wooldnot lead va to the same breakers— unhappiness and dishonor/* 

" I shall risk the reauH of my meditations upon the futuro destiny of America : 
not the best, but that which may be the most convenient." 

" By the nature of the localitieti, wealth, popuhttion and character of the Mexi- 
cana, I imagine that they will first attempt to establish a representative republic, 
In which the Executiye Power shall hold grcat attríbutions, conccntrating it in 
ODe individual, who, if he should perform his functions pniperly and justly, will 
almost naturally preserve a life-Iong authority. If his incapacity or yiolent 
administration excites a popular commotion that is TÍctorious,.tliis samo cxecu- 
üwe power will be, perhaps, placed in the hands of an assembly. If the pre- 
ponderant party is military or aristocrática!, it will probably exact a monarchy, 
which at first will be limited and constitutional, and afterwards will incvitably 
decline into absoluto, as we should agree that thore is nothing more difiicult in 
poUtical order than the presenration of a mixed monarchy ; and it is also nccea- 
saiy to agree that only one people patriotic as the English are capable of check- 
ing the authority of a king, and to preserve the spirit of liberty under a sceptro 
and a crown. 

^' The Qt&Ui» of the Isthmus of Panamá, to Guatemala, shall form an association. 
Thia magnifícent position between the two great oceans shall be in tum the 
emporium of the Uniyerae. Its cañáis shall shorten the distanccs of the worid : 
it wilí draw closer the commeix;ial intercourses of Europe, America and Asia, 
•Dd will bríng to such a fortúnate reg^ion the tributes of the four quartors of the 
woild. Perhaps only there can one day be situated the capital of the world, as 
Gonatantine wished that Bizantium should be the capital of the ancient hcmi- 
q>lierel" 

" New Granada shall unite with Venezuela, if they agree to form a central rcpuh- 
fic, whoae capital shall be Maracaibo, or a new city which, with the namc of Lab 
Oasab (in honor of thia hero of philanthropy), will be founded on the liinits of 
both countries, in the magnificent harbor of Babia Hondo. TIiím position, al- 
fhough unknown, is yery adyantageous in allTespects. It is casy of acccHs, nnd its 
poflition of such strengüí that it can be rendcred imprcgnable. It possoHHc» n ])ur6 
and agreeable climate ; a territory as proper for agriculture as for brueding (*4it- 
tle, and a grcat abundance of lumber for building purposcs. The sa vagos which 
inhabit it would be civilized, and our possessioas would be incroiiHod by the 
scqnisition of Goajira. This nation shall be callcd Colombia, as a tribute of 
justíce and gratit^ide to the Creator of our hemisphere. Ita govcniíncnt can 
imítate the English; with the difference that, in place of a king, tluira will lio 
an executive power, when most, for lifetimc, but never hercditary (if a ri*publio 
ia wanted); an hereditary le^lative parliament or senatn, whic:h in politlttal 
atonns may place itself between the pí>pular waves and the lightning IioIím of 
the govemment, and a legislatiye body of frce election, with the sume nmtric- 
tiona as the House of Commons of Englan<L This Constitutlon should partlci • 
pate in all the fonn3,and I desire that it should not participutu in all thn vicos. 
Aa this is my country, I have an incontestable right to winh for hcr whui i ti niy 
opinión is best It is yery possible that New Granada may not agr(*o in tho 
acknowledgment of a central govemment, )>ecauHe she is extrotnoly a<Mlct4Ml to 
the federal form; and then she shall form hersclf in a Htate, which, if ll luistai. 
can be very proaperoua for her great reaources of all clasaoa.** 
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" We know little of ihe opinions which prerail in Boenos Aym, Chili nd 
Peni. Judging from what is knowD, and by ippearancea, Buenoft Ayra shaD 
haye a central govcmment, In whicb militory men ahall preponderate, by ooot»- 
quence of hcr intcraal divisions and foreign wara. Thia oonatítotíon ihAlI 
necessaríly degeneratc into an oligarchy, or a monoeraey, witb more or leas n- 
strictions and whose dcnomination nonc can divine. It would be painfíxl thil 
snch a thing ahould happen, because tboae inhabitationv are worthy of thc moat 
splendid glory." 

" Tbc kingdom of Cbili is called by tbe natore of her potitíon, by the aenaLUa 
cnstoms of ber yirtnous inhabitants, by the ezample of ber neighbon, the high- 
minded rcpublicans of Arauco, to enjoy the ble^ngs bettowed by the jost and 
mild laws of a republic. If any lasts for a loog time in America, I am indÍDed 
to think that it will be the Chilean. Keyer has the spark of liberty beeik a- 
tinguiahed there ; the tíccs of Europu and Asia carne too late, or never, to cor* 
rupt the habits of that extreme of the nniversc. Iler terrítory is limited ; A$ 
shall alwaysl)e dii^tant from thc infected contact of the rest of mankiod; iha 
will not change her laws, customs and practices ; abe will preserve her anifiMS- 
ity of political and religious opinions ; in onc word, Chili can be fneJ" 

*' Perú, on thc contrary, contains two clcments hostile to all just aad liberri 
role : fjdd and ñUiv^. The first corruptü all ; the second is comipted in itadí 
The soul of a slave rarcly reacheft to comprchend the valué of truc liberty. It 
is furív>U3 in d¡sturl>ances, or humiliatcd in chains. Altbongh these mies luy 
be appliei to all América, I bclieve that Lima meríts them more jostly, for the 
reasons I have thrown out, and for the co-operation shc has givcn to her nu»- 
ters against her own brcthren, thc illustríous nati ves of Quito, Chili and Boenoi 
Ayn*s. It is provcd that he who aspires to lil>erty, at the least attcmpts it I 
Bupi)ose that iu Lima the wealthy will not tolérate democracy, ñor the slaveí 
and free ncgroes arístocracy ; the owner will prcfer the tyranny of one alone, ia 
order not to suífer the pcrsccutions of the populace, and to establish ai leait a 
peaccful ordcr. She will be doing a grcat deal if she saceeeda in recoveriqg 
her liberty. 

^* From all that is said can be deduced these consequences : the American prov- 
incci are now struggling for their emancipation ; they will at last sncceed; 
some sball constitutc themselves regularly into federal or central repnblics: 
monarchies shall almost incvitably be formed in the great sections, and some 
shall bo so unfortunate that they will devour their own element at preseot acd 
in futuro revolutions ; because a grcat monarchy will not be ea&ily Consolidated; 
a great republic impossible. 

" It ia a grand idea to pretend to form the whole of the New Worid into ooa 
nation, with only bond to bind its parts amongst themselves and with the 
whole. Now that it has one orígin, one idiom, the same ctistoma aud the sanie 
religión, it should conscquently have one same govemment which shonld coo- 
fedérate the diíferent States which may be formed ; bnt it is impossible : because 
distan t climcs, diíTereut positions, opposing intercsts, dissimilar cbaractefs (U- 
vide America. IIow grand would it not be that the Isthmus of Panamá shonld 
be to US as that of Corínth was to the Oreeks I Qod grant that some day m 
may have the fortune of installing thorc an august congress of the representi- 
tives of the repnblics, kingdoms and empires, to treat and discusa apon the lO- 
important intercsts of peace and war, with the natíons of the other three-qaartcfl 
of the world ! The class of corporatiou may take place at some fortmuite epodi 
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of onr ragenention ; any other bope \b gronndleae, like tbat of the Ahhé St 
Pieire, who conceived the pruBeworthy deliríum of reunitíng an European Con- 
g rea e to decide on the fate and interests of those nations/' 

" Podtivoly unían is wanting amongst us to completo the work of oor regen- 
entioD fbre?er ; oor diviaion is not snrprising, because such is the diatinctive of 
cítü ware generally formed between two -psucúes—coMertaton and reformen. 
The firat are, in genera], the moat numeroua ; because the rule of habit produces 
the effect of obedience to the establlahed authorítiea ; the laat are always in the 
minority, but more vehement and enlightcned. In this manuer, the physical 
inass b balanced by moral forcé, and tbc dispute is prolongcd, its results being 
donbtfuL Fortunately amongst us, the mass have been nilcd by the intelligence. 

'* I will tell you what can enable us to cxpcl the Spaniards, and to found a froe 
gOYcmment It is ünion^ certainly; but this Fnion will not come to us by 
diyine prodigies, but by sensible cfiects and well-directed efforts. America is 
diyided in herself ; because she is abandoncd by all nations ; alone in the midst 
of the uniTcrse ; without diplomatical intercourse, without military succors, aud 
íbught against by Spain, who possesses more elements for war than all that we 
can furtively acquire." 

*^ When successea are not secured, when the State la weak, and when enter- 
prise is distant, all men yacillate ; opinión is diyided, passions are agitated, 
and the enemies excite them to triumph by these easy means. When we 
beoome strong under the auspices of a liberal nation who shall gire us its pro- 
tection, we shall be seen in concord to cultívate the virtues and talents which 
lead to glory ; then we shall follow the majestic march towards the great pros- 
perities to which South America is destined ; then the sciences and arts which 
wero nursed in the East, and which have enlightoned Europe, shall fly to 
Colombia, liberated, who shall invite them in her asylum. 

^ Such are, sir, the observations and thoughts which I have the honor of 
aabmitting to you, that you may rectify or refute them, according to their 
merit, begging you to believe that I have dared to sct them forth more in obe- 
dience to courtesy than because I think myself capable of enlightening you on 
the «ubject 

" I am, sir, etc., Bolivab.** 

An praise that can be given to this immortal lettcr is amaU. There are many 
ideas in it, and it is eminent in sense. Bolivar wrote in 1815, and it can be said 
tiíat he saw clearly what would happen in fíve, twenty, thirty years afterwards. 
He knew the fhtnre, he foresaw it ; he penetrated it 

*' Scit prateriU, el de futoria Bstimaf 

(Sap. VíII.) 

41one, without means, in a foreign country, when his friends had disowned 
and persecuted hlm, and lacerated with blind fíiry by his enemies ; when every 
ooe beheld America bearing the yoke which Spain placed on her, an unhappy 
eaptive, who was destined to know only sorrow and tears in the mogt humiliating 
and lasting slavery, Bolivar contemplated her redeemed, and in the depth of 
hia heart he believed himself bound to this prodigy of redemption. His spirit, 
which receivcd a divine inspiration, which led a superior Ufe communicated 
ftom above, beheld Colombia emancipated, Chili constituted, México and Pora 
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liberated, the Isthmus of Panamá, the centre of the Communications and actiy- 
itj of human indostry ; he beheld South America divided in powerful nation- 
alitíes, having passed from slaTcry to the struggle and the conqueat of her own 
dignitj, and firom the rule of the sword to that of political ci\ilization and to 
the constitutions of power ; matters of consideration in the censuB of the world 
for her products, for her science, for her wars, for her alliances, for her lawa, 

for her firee goTemments with proper ñames, with famous histories, 

with superior virtues, and immortal hopes. Bolivar saw áll this and wrote it 
Can the human mind by chance penétrate any fíirther ? 



OHAPTBR XIX. 
1815 AND 1816. 

nmcr or ax ■zfiditiov— DimouLnn to rrs pboosbss at jamaica— thi bpahiabm 

FLOT AQAKdT THI LIFI OV BOLITA! — DBATH Of AMISTOI — BISTOBT OF THIS BTIXT — 
lOUTAE AT LOS CATOS — PBTIOH — 0BSTACLB8 TO TBB BXPBOITIOX — BOLITAE APPOIKTBD 
fO m COMMAXD — BB BIM PAEBWBLL TO PITIOX AXD MABIOH — GBATITÜDB TO THB 
■UOar OF TBB IMVOBTAL PBTIOir. 

ABSORBED with the ardnotuí cares of the defence and protection of America, 
the Liberator did not neglect that which was of moBt conaeqaence to har 
líl^, tíx : to form an expedition, and along with the exiles and some of tho 
<^Boen who wiahed to join the ondertaking, to hind on the shorea of Yenezoelay 
'■d reoommence vigoronsly the stniggle. 

IHtriotiain was more conspicnous in such a project than pradence. It was 
* plerang deoeption, admired for its heroism, bat which, on being conñdered 
'^ • betier light, waa an adventare, if not an illosion — a gloriooB boldness. 

^or this reason — and benides, the ezpedition reqoired Urge soms to eqnip 
*^^Klf and to purchaae arma and ammunition— the greater part was ñimished 
'T fioÜTar and hia friends, efficaciously assisted by Loáis Bríon, a wealthy 
•^Müiint and ship-owner of Curasao, an enthosiast of liberty, and on whom 
^^ctigena had bestowed the title of Behved Son of Cartagena^ for the eminent 
^**¡cw given by him to the cause of Colombian independence. " So much 
^^beiice did Bolivar gain oyer his mind,'* says a contemporary, *' that from that 
Dt Bríon dedicated all his wealth and the reat of hia life to the senrice of 
Repablic. For the projected expedition, he offered and gate three thou- 
1 fiye hondred mosketa, one hundred and thirty-two thonsand flint-stonea, 
^^ TCBBelii equipped, and other articles, worth altogether about one hondred 
^W^uand dolUrs.*' The yirtnous Bríon made the least common sacrifice which 
^^B are aocostomed to do, becaose they more willingly expose their liyes than 
^^«r wealth« And his ríches werc considerable. 

The facility with which the expedition was being prepared was looked apon 
^ a happy ornen ; and amongst all the claiwes of the emigrants, the retum to 
^^^iUfinne wbh the only sabject spoken of, each one íabrícating castles in the 
^^. The purpoae reqaired complete firccdom of action, at Icast on the part of 
^< chie£i ; and in Jamaica it was not aerante J. The govomment of the LUand, 
^aeasiydy timid, prohibí ted the rctircd BrítLfth officers from accepting any 
P^oposition of enlisting or rank from General Bolívar or his agents ; and on 
^Qcount of this, no dnubt remaincd, that the Duke of 3Ianchester, echo of the 
^hgtíth DÍnistry, would not protoct tbc expedition. 

(267) 
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Tlie Holy Allianee, a league of the soycreigoB of Eorope against democncj, 
exercised at tliis time all its power and influence. 

Bolivur thcn detennine<l to procecd to the Republic of Hftyti, where Idi 
attempts would be properly underRtood. 

Duríng tliis state of aíTairs an atrocious crime, for the pnnÍBhment of whkh 
law has not a sufficicntlj scvere penalty, was on the point of depriring Am»r5ft^ 
of her Liberator. Those who were cndcayoríng to forcé the Continent into an 
humble depemlence, bcheld in Bolívar the man most capable of effecting the 
reaction, and althoagh in a diflfcrent light, thcy believed, as did the President 
of the Congresa of the Onuiadanian Union, Dr. Camilo Torres, that the Re- 
public of Venezuela Iive<l in the person of the Lil)erator. They therefoie 
sought to ñd thcmselves of bim at any cost (ad they did not wiah the attempt 
to be doubttul, but sure), and took recourse to assaasinatíon. 

A Spaniard and a renegade American, well remunerated, according to mmor, 
by Don Salvador Moxo, Goyemor and Captain-General of Caracas, proceeded 
to Kingston ; they contriyed to introduce themselyes into the Mendship of the 
officer Paez, who had been an aid-de-camp of the Liberator, and they suoceeded 
in gaining ovcr the negro Fio, one of hÍ3 slaves, to kill bis maater. Thcj 
offercd hitn money (two thousand dollars), not liberty, whích he had alnady 
receivcd from BoUvar himself. The troacherous serrant prepared to commlt 
the crime at niglit, awaiting the moment that Bolívar shonld enter alonc^ 
according to custom, or that when he should retire to hia hammock to 
Bleep. 

Bolivar lived in the same room with other eziles, and as he fband litlle 
comfort, also wishing to give more room to those who accompanied him, be 
sought another lodging. Fortunately, he found two apartmenta ; a small parior 
and slecpicg-room, in the housc of a French Creóle lady named Madame Ju- 
lienne, which he appropriated to himself. On leaving, aíter having offered to 
retum the following day with bis l>ook8 and baggago, one of thoae audden and 
violcnt storms of rain carne up in torrents of water, customary in tropical lati- 
tudes ; and the hostess then invit.(>d the Liberator to take from that momeot 
posaession of his new house. Bolivar waited for a little time, but the lain 
continucd, and he resolved to remain. 

He was accompanied by Pedro Briccno Méndez. 

This happy occurrence saved the life of the Liberator of Cidombia and Pttv. 

Bf>livar had' slept two niglits in the room of Paez, at the hotel of Ra£Ml 
Poisa, on the comer of Príncess Street (Kingston). On the*third, he bad 
already found the lodgings of Madame Julienne, and did not retara. Hit 
hammock was occupied by the emigrant Félix Amestoy, Commiaaary of the 
Guard of Honor of General Bolivar ; and as Pió did not know whflther hii 
maater had entcred or not, at about halt-past ten o*clock of Satorday the Mi 
of Deccmber, he crept silently in the room to fínd ont if he had arrived. 

The "weight of the hammock caused him to believe he had arrÍTed. 

The unfortunate Amestoy was tranquil ly sleeping when the negro atabbed 
him with a knife, causing a fríghtful wound in the neck. Amestoy had sofll» 
cient presence of mind to rise in his hammock and cry out : ** Paes, Paei, the 
negro is killiug me 1** At this moment Pió again raised hia arm and plunged 
his knife into his heart. 

Amestoy expired on the spot . . 

At the fearful cry of the victim tha other persona in the hooao nuhed into 

/ 
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the room, and aansted by the pólice, they captared the infiunonB Pió. His 
knife was yet dnpping witb blood. 

The negro confeased that be was tbe anthor of the ciime, sapng tbat he had 
been bríbed to perpétrate it, bat howeyer he did not positiyely say who wat 
the bríber. 

,Pio waa sentenocd to death, and was execated on the 28d of December, in the 
public square of Kingston, and his head, ¿ilaced on a pole, was exposed at 
Bptmg Path.* 

Gkneral Bolivar wrote, on the day following the death of Amestoy, some de- 
tails refening to the erent, and caused them to be pnblished in aU the periodi- 
calt of the dty. 

The article is as foUows : 

^ Two thonsand doUars haye been offered by some Spaniards, to the negro 
PiOfto assassinate bis master, (General Simón Boliyar. The temptation of the 
gold oyercame the fldelity of the senrant. The prisoner has not reyealed w 
yet the ñames of thoee who bríbed him. General Boliyar had left bis lodg- 
inga for some days, and had placed temporarily hb tmnks and baggage in the 
room of lieutenant-Oolonel Paez, formerly his aid-de-camp. The general slept 
doring one or two nights in tbe hammo3k of Paez ; and the assassln awaited 
tfaat ho shoold sleep on the third. Tlie lights haying been eztinguished, the 
n^gro^ who was to folflll the eyil act, to which he had been bríbed, camo to 
the hammock, and finding it occapied, stabbcd the person who was there, be- 
lieying him to be his yictim. When the nnhappy man moyed, the negro gaye 
a aecond mortal woand in the side, which caused instantaneoos death. 

<«ThÍ8 í^ the third time tbat the life of Qeneral Boliyar has been attcmptod 
by the most yile and criminal Spaniards ; and on each occasion he has had a 
hair-breadth escape. 

^ The nnfortunate Amestoy, commiasary, was a man of excellent education, 
aod the most polite and inoffensiye manners. 

'* On the day following his death he wis to haye lefb fbr Santo Domingo." 

It is here proper to mention, that Don Maríano Torrente, who rccalls the fact 
in his *' Uistory of the Hispano- American RfeyolutioTí," and wrítes jg^ Boliyar 
WBS to haye perished there,,^^ has not eyen an inspiratíon of jostice to con- 
demn the crime, which so much stains the conduct of the royalists of that 
epoch. The mind is amazed by sach a cool indifference, which is scarcely 
suitable to those who boast of integríty and yirtae ; as the criminal íault is not 
to be excnsed, because a Mend is responsible. 

Boliyar remained in Kingston a few days more. Stimnlated by the ardent 
deaire of serying the liberty of his country, and coding to the adyices and re- 
peoted calis of his fríends at Cartagena, who said to him that his presence in 
that atronghold would reanímate its yaliant defenders, he determined to retum. 
So great was the desire he had of fighting against the oppressors of Ameríca I 
When some persona recalled to his memory the maliceof Castillo, the animosity 
of Montilla, the deceits and intrígues of Gual, to make him desist from that 
pniposc, he affected a forgetfulness, and said with exemplary determination, 
that " he did not rctnm to command, but to figbt ; and inaction was intolera- 
ble to him when his brethren were dying for the independence of Colombia." 

On tbis he was informed that Luis Bríon, owner and captain of the sloop 

* Extiaet from Boyal Gazette and Jamaica Conzant. 
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" Dardo,*^ of twentj-eight gaos, was preparíng at the reefr of San LaSi, to 
carry provisiona and ammunition to Cartagena, and encooragcd bj soch a 
fortúnate circumstance, he did not wait to be followed bj uaj one, and pio- 
cee<led to unite himself immediately to Brion. 

Bolívar emlmrkcd in tbe schooner-of-war " Popa.** 

On the Yoyage from Kingston to Cayos, a Colombian ootmít, ihe " Repobücan " 
captain Joanny, gaye them the news that Morillo had taken possesaion of Carta- 
gena, and tliat the principal families of the independents bad embai^ed in 
direction of the Cayos, in a small convoy commanded by Luis Aoiy. 

The LilK^rator felt thb disappointincnt extremely, becaase it prevented him 
from retuming to that part of Costafirmc to combat with better fortune agúnrt 
the Spaniard:» ; but he was not discouraged by thia newB, aa nothing coold 
cool the purpo.^ of that ardent and elevated mtnd. He continoed hia come 
to the Cayos, where he arrived, a fcw days beforo the floet condactor of iht 
unfortunate relies of Cartagena. From the Cayos he proceeded to the capital 
of Ilayti, Puerto Príncipe, where he was cordiaUy receiyed by the genofooi 
Prcsident Alezandre Pction, to whom he presented a letter of introdnctioii, 
given hy Mr. Robert Southerland, a wcalthy merchant of Cayos, and one of 
the mcn who with most liberality protected the Liberator in bis misfortnne. 

Southerlimd was a natlye of Englanrl, and as such, a loTer of the freedom of 
all countrícs. He pardoned no means in afibrding the Liberator all be raqnired 
at Hay ti ; he interested Petion in favor of the independence of Veneznela, and 
he, on bis part, assisted with arms, moncy, ammunition and yessela. Snch wii 
the intcrcst that Southerland took in the cxpedition projected by BolÍTar, that 
Petion agreciu!^ to hclp it generously, it was resolved, that in order not to 
compromiso Hay ti with Spain, mistress then of the greater portion of Santo 
Doinin^^o, the Lil>erator should «Iraw his drafls against Southeiiand, who woold 
be reim^ursed, in such a manner that there did not ezist any proof in the 
trcanury of the rcpublic of its havin«j^ contríbuted to Bolívar auch aasistanoc: 
Thm it W;is that the expedition was fitted out 

Honor to Brion, to Southerland an 1 Pútion, worthy friends of Bolívar, mag- 
naniínous upholders of our independence ! A noble sentiment impelled thdr 
minds, and nothing avarícious ñor interestecl, nothing personal, occapied tfae 
extended ambition of their generous hearts. 

The floet of Aury, which had l)ecn spoken of by the captain of the corsur, 
^*' R?publican,*^ dropped anchor in the reefs of Son Luis, tbe 6th of Januazy, 1816L 
That emii^tion which was fleeing froin Spanish fury, and which had snílered 
all classcü of prívations at sea, found a generous hospitality írom Petion, a man 
of good heart, enlightened and full of virtues, practíced with such exqmsle 
nicety, that they are more easily contained in admiration than in history. Bofi- 
var spoke to him, and Petion immediately wrote to the commandant of the 
distríct of the Cayos, General Manon : " My dear General — I stronglj recom- 
mend you, that yon cause the administration of the Cayos to give to the nn- 
hhppy refugeoA of Cartagena and its dependencies a daily nitíon of bread and 
salt ineat. This is an act of humanity worthy of the govemment of the n- 
public." 

The arríval of the patriota of Cartagena fired in Bolívar the desire of pnab- 
ing forward the expedition. 

He now counted a greater numbor of folio wers. 

The diíficulties, however, which still romained to be sunnonnted, wae gieift 
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and they woold bayo been greater if Petíon, who took the ondertaking ander 
tas anspicea, had not written twioe to (General Manon, that he permit Bolirar 
to labor at liberty in bis daríng and colosaal purpose, añording him at tbe 
aame time, mnakets, powder, lead, and even sailora for tbe fleet 

As these two Communications bave great importance in our biatory, I allow 
mjPBelf to pnbliab them integraL 

RÍFUBLiqUS D'haHI. 

Liberté. Egalité. 

Port-aa-Prínce, le 26 Janiver, 1816, 18 de Plndependance. 
A. Petioh, President d'Halti, aa General Marión, Commandant rarrondissoment 

des Cayes. 

Des raisons que je De dois pas confícr au papier, mon cber General, mais qui 
tendent grandement á consolider la Républiqne, me conmiande de tous inviter, 
par la présente, á mettre á la dispoaition du General Bolívar deax mille fusils 
et leors baionettes, de ceux déposés á Parsenal de Cayes par M. Bríon. Yous 
mettrez aussi á sa dispoaition le plus de cartoucbes de pierres á fusil que 
▼oos pourrez, en nc gardant, sourtout des cartoucbes, qu*une petite quantité. 
Yous ferez sortir ees objets comme envoi fidt á la Grand^Anse, en les cbargeant 
á bord d'un b&timent dont le capitaine que tous placerez abord, et Péquipage, 
aeront dignes de cette confiance; et ce batiment une fois debors et d*une 
maniere á ne point étre aperan, allongera celui que le General Bolívar destiñera 
poor recevoir ees objets et les transmettre á son bord. 

n est á propos que cela ne transpire pas, et je me repose sur les précautions 
que yous prendrez ¿ cet égard. . 

Je yous salue d'amitié. (Bigné) Petion. 

BÍPUBLiqüE d'HAITI. 

Liberté. Egalité. 

Port-au-Prince, le 7 Mars, 1816, 18 de Vlndépcndance. 
AiiKX. Petion, President, au General Manon, Commandant aux Cayes. 

Si ¿Varsenal des Cayes il n'existe point de cartoucbes faites, afín d'en délivreí 
au General Bolívar, conformément á ce que je yous ai écrít, je vous invite, Góné- 
ni, ¿ lui faire donner une quantité de 10 milliers do pondré, mais í prendre tellcs 
précautions que cet objet paraisse étre destiné pour Jérémie. Yous lui ferez 
déliyrer aussi 15 milliers de plomb. 

Je vous invite aussi 4 arréter et teñir á la disposition du Gouyemement, pour 
toe livrés á la frégate et á la corvette de TEtat qui se rendent aux Cayes, expres- 
sément, une quantité de marina haltiens ; mab fidtes en sorte que cela ne dérange 
point Toxpédition du General Bolívar. 

Je vous saine d'amitié. (Signé) Petion. 

The class of the emigrant officers who were to be enrolled in tbe expedition 
were, firom that moment, tbe first of the most severo inconveniences wbich tbe 
Liberator had to overeóme. There were amongst these opon enemies of Boli- 
var, wbo refused to submit themselves to bis authority, and even pretended to 
obtain the command of the expedition. Amongst these was the Lioutenant- 
Colonol Mariano Montílla, enthusiast for bis country and independence ; valiant, 
a yonth of education and wealth, engaged in the struggle since the moming of 
the lOth April ; but a secret rival of Bolívar, and bis open enemy since the un- 
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fortúnate dofoat of La Paerta. Mantilla was at Cartagena, as we haré alreadf 
Been, assísting Castillo, and when General MoriUo laid the ñege he acreditad ia 
numeróos combats, " not only Talor and calmnesR, bat the pnase^on tii íbam 
resourccs, which in the extremity of misfortunea, which are multiplied in a be- 
sieged dty, show intelligencc in the art of war, and knowledge of the hmnaB 
heart." Tlie city of Cartagena being evacuatcd, Montilla landed with Bennu- 
dez and clúefs, embarked in the schooncrs " Constitución '^ and ** Sultana."* it 
Sabana-dc-la-Mar, in Jamaica, from whence they proceeded to Kingston, md 
from there to the Cayos. The talents anrl services of Montilla c^rtainly giTe 
him titles to the highest considcration ; but his vanity exalted bis sonl to n 
immoderate pretcnsión, and little embarrasscd by his duties, he raised dingree- 
ments, and cvcn committed the disrespect of sonding a challenge to the liba- 
ator, through M. Carlos Lavcaux, (8tli of Maroh, 1816), offending the respedsof 
the yirtuous Bríon, in whosc housc he lived, and who had in anticipatíon r^ 
proved the blamable excesses of Montilla. 

Another of the dissidcnt chiefs was Bermudez, who, with his haughty and 
rude charaeter, made public his disputes with BoÜTar. His pretenaions noe 
supported by the Commandant Aury, and necretly by Colonél Ducoudray-Hol» 
steln, who encouragcd and fortifíed him in order to make himself cbief of tbe 
ezpedition. He was spoken to by Zea, Marino, Piar, and a stranger to whoa 
Bcrmudez owcd grcat frícndship and gratitnde, Mr. Josepb Downie; they 
omittcd no means to condliate him with the interests of the ezpedition and 
with the authority of Bolívar; but Bermudez, perturbed with the deccitfiíl 
appeamnces of the command, and deceived by Ducoudray, fed more and more 
the ardor of his nmbition, his violence l>cing such that he oyen calamniated 
the Líl)enttor, and accused him of lK*ing a coward and incapable. 

In spitc of so much intrigue and so many difficulties, the preparations went 
on, and when all was ready, Bolívar assembled the principal cmigrants, with 
the yiew that they should submit themsclves to a plan of operations, and dect 
a chief of confidcncc to direct the expedition. 

The assemblagc took place at the house of Seflora Juana Bruvil, sitnated in 
the quarter named ** La Savanne." 

This housc was the most appropriate for its space and position. 

Marino, Brion, Piar, the Scotchman MacQregor, Bermudez, Celedonio, Oabrid 
and Germán Pineroz, Pedro Bricefto Méndez, Zea, Ibarra, Justo BriceAo, 8oa- 
))lette, Aury, and Ducoadniv, wcre the most remarkablc persons of the assem- 
blage, and with them Dr. Marímon, commissioner of the goremment of Caita- 
gena, and Colonel José María Duran, who had been commissioners for the 
gOTemment of the ünion for the purchase of arms at London. 

The Liberator oponed tlie labors of the conyention by a discounc full of 
patríotism and moderation. He did not hide the rísks of the undertaking, 
))ut based his hopes in the de^tiuios of América, and in that the people of 
Venezuela should havc leamed a great deal of the mi^ortune and torments of 
oppression. He concluded, proposing that the conyention should ñame (íeely 
the person who should direct the expedition, being, as it was, ready to set oot 
Brion immediately after spoke, and reprcsented the necessity that such a nom- 
ination should fall on the person of General Boliyar. " In Venezuela,^* he said, 
** a supreme chief shall be elccted, to whose election shall concur the rest of 
the patríots who still live there ; but here wo should naifie General Simoa 
Boliyar chief of the expedition.*' 
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This dictamen wu muiained wíth evident and efflcaciouB azgoments, by 
Márimoiif Dunn and Zea, the three Granadanians. 

Anij and Bermudes oppoaed, saying tbat they believed that the djroction of 
tlie ondertaking, so arduous as it was, shoold be confided to a conyentioii of 
three or fire memben. They decelred conadence, judgment, the instinct of a 
moral man ; becaoae it waa impossible that they shoold feel in their bearts, 
what they expreesed by theür lips. If the exit of the ezpedition required 
npidity and eoergy, how could Boliyar be put ande, and to place thematelTea 
into the banda of a body of colleaguea álways slow in thcir resolutions ? 

The whole of the asaembly, beginning with Marífio, approyed the proposal 
of Brion with shoota of Viva la Patria / 

Aory left. 

Bennndez and Montüla were left nominally excloded for their known and 
OflBsarable enmity to the Liberator. 

Marino waa named MiO<>i^^^^®^ ^^ ^® anny ; Bríon^ Admiral of the Repub- 
Hc ; and Zea, Qnartennastor-GeneraL 

Docoudray-Holstein reached the rank of sub-chief of staff, a post fíx>m which ' 
he áhortly after aeparated himself, and waa adyantageoosly replaced by Lien- 
tenaat-Colonel Garios Soablette. 

The expedition was composed of siz schooners and a sloop, commanded by 
Brion. Tliere were embarked on them one hnndred and fifty office», with 
aome few aoldiers, and other pereons capable of performing civil posta. 

The tota) number did not roach two hundred and fifty men. 

The magazine and ammnnition were sofficient to ann six thonsand men, 
hftffng elementa of reserve. 

^ Sach were the resonrcea which Bolivar canied with him to combat anew 
with the Spaniarda, in the moment that these, already masters of Venezuela, 
mn aubduing, UtÜe by little, the kingdom of New Granada, and wben they 
rtiil pFeserved, intact, in one and the other provinces, the most brilliant and 
amEoerous army that had ever been seen in America. In oíd Eorope, where 
civilization and wealth have multiplied the means of action and movement, 
tiiey can never conoeiye the difficolties which were opposed to this extraer- 
dinazy project of Bolirar, bom, it seemed, in presomption or folly. Immense 
dktanoea, generally yoid of bridges and roads, intransitable wildemeises, a 
scanty ignorant popnlation, part of it hostile; ambitious companions who 
were placed álongmde of him by misfortune, and who declared themselyes 
hia enemies at the first indication of tríumph or hope; powerful antago- 
nista^ implacable and active ; for tbem all the resonrces of the interior, for 
him poverty. Register the annals of revolutions, see those of Switzerland, 
Franoe, HoUand and the United States, all in it favored the oew canse 
■gainat the oíd. Beflect, then, with detention on the ondertaking of BoU- 
Tar, and it wiU be coníeased that never had an eqoal amount of embarrass- 
ments opposed themselves to any human project ; that never had any leader 
leaa means of defence and reserve ; and, ñnally, that never was constancy proved 
by 80 long a soccesnon of victoríes and reverses."* Kinety to one was the 
pioportioin of the forces which Bolívar brought and those of the Spaniarda I 
The strategic posts and the large diies were occupied by determined chieís 
and good troops ; by troops, as Morillo said with pride, victorioos over Soult, 



* Histoiy of Venezuela, p. 266. 
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üassena, Dapont and Yictor, &moiis marehals of the empire.* The r esc mmg 
of the countr; had becn drained bj'the rerolotion, and the deeolation vai 
complcted by taxes and confiiicationa. Without eoldien, without tenitorr, 
without resources, for a war against giants t No ; the hietoiy of the worid 
does not know any greater cxample of yalor and üonstancy; no superior modél 
of patriotism and generóos efforta. Bolivar, foUowed by a handñü of bimT«| 
who, leaving their safety behind, penetrated into the heart of this land with 
les6 mcn than hundreds who niled and posseased on all aidee ; Bolirar, coming 
to destroy with two hundred and fifty patriota, fifteen thonaand Eoropeu 
tyrants, and canying the iris of Colombia, from whence the deep Orinoco paja 
its tribute to tho gf)d of waters, to the silvery hilla of £1 Cosco and Potoú, and 
exclaiming from the Temple of the Sun : " Tho caose of the righta of man has 
gained by our arms its terrible combat against tyrants ; America is fiee ; the 
world of Colombus has ceased to be Spanish ;" this is the most splendid, fbt 
most beautiful, the grandest and most monumental tableaox that can be ncaOed 
to memory in past centuries. 



The hour of departure approaching, the Liberator waa forced to 
another ;j^ve inconyenicnce, oríginating from the intrigues of his base 
orer whom he succeoded in triumphing through the kindnesB of Petion. 

We have scen that in the conycntion cclebrated at the houae of Madam Jmia 
Bnivil, Aury had opposed himself to the nomination of Qeneral BolÍTar. 

Aury favorecí Bermudez. 

Disgusted by the eyent of that day, which waa in oppodtion to his pUma, he 
prcscnted liimself to tbc priest Marimon, as CommisHary-Ctoiera! of the Gob> 
gress of New Granada, demanding that he shoold be paid what was owing to 
him by the Republic, and laying an embargo on the schooner CónMtüudoiL 
The Liberator was informed of what was transpiring, and that Marimon had 
asked advice of Zea, and he immediately spoke to the goveroor to impede that 
such an intrigue should be carrícd out in manifest injury to the pnjected 
expedition. 

But Aury, MontilU, Bermudess, and tho few who wero with them, wat sol 
discouragcd ; and then projccted an expedition to México, offering immwMe 
rewards to thosc who should xoíUingly enroll themselyee, and giying money and 
military rank in the ñame of the Junta of the Independenee of Jíaricvi 

On his side, Aury, to awaken more and more the deaire of adyentoifs, 
announced that his expedition was directed to twenty-fiye porta. T%e pa^ 
pose was to dismembcr the expedition of Bolívar and leave it poiwerieBii, to 
sow dissension, and triumph by immorality. 

This blow of intrigue could have had a rapid and instantaneoos action, aad 
tho Liberator believed that, to destroy it, it wan necessary to appeal to the Im» 
toin of authoríty. He wrote to Pction on the night of the 24th of Fefaniaiy, 
and on the following day the Pnisidcnt of Hayti wrote to the Goyemor of thi 
Cayos, saying to him that tho división, which was endeayoring to be introdnced 
amoDgst the emigrante of Costa Firme, could not be less than fatal to the caaK 
of lIlK^rty ; that he recognized no Junta or Mexican authority in his territuy; 
he would not permit any vesscl to float the Mexican flag, ñor conaent to ay 
expedition being formed against those sliores. He álso told him to awe mtte 



* Prodamation of Ist April, 1815, firom Ocafia. 
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all the captains of the yeesels of the ezpeditíon, and infonn them that there 
was no other anthoñty than that of General Bolivar, and that the yeesels who 
would not follow him were not to be nllowed to leayo the Cayos ; that the 
govemment woold be responsible for what was legally owing to Mr. Aury ; that 
thns the schooner Constitución should be deliyered to Boliyar, so that such 
predona moments should not be lost* 

* Thia interesting communication of Petíon is as foUows : 

RBFITBUQÜE D'HAITI. 

Liberté. EgaUté. 

An Port-aa-Piince, ce 25 Fúyrier, 1816, 18 de rindépendanco. 
Alexaitdrb Pbtiok, President, aa Gt^néral Marión, Commandant, ote. 

Sor ce que j'ai appris, mon cher Qénéral, qa*il s'etablimait aux Cayes des diyi- 
aions qui poorraient devenir funestes á la cause de la liberté, par eeox des refugies 
étrangers, qui se disent les uns pour la Nouvelle Grenade, et les autres pour le 
Mexique, j'ai réwlu d'y interposer mon autorité, afín de faire finir ees sortes de 
diyisions qui, en montrant un exemple dangereux au peuple de la République, 
peuvent étre le résultat des machinations des ennemls caches de Tindépendance du 
Nouveau Monde. Et comme, en tout état de cause, un gouyemement protecteur 
de l'humanité, juste, équitable, et pére dh peuple qu'il régit, doit faire ce qui con- 
yient pour la future prospérité et protection de ceux qui yiyent á Tombre de son 
systéme établi, j'ai resol u que, jusqu'á nouvel ordre, il ne serait point reconnu 
aucune autorité dite Mexicaine ou du Mcxique panni nous ; que yous ne permettreí 
BOUS aucun pretexte, dans l'etendue de yotre commandement, á aucun bátimont, 
d'arborer le pavillon dit du Mexique, et que yous ne permettrez non plus qu'aucune 
ezpédition se f&sse pour le Mexique, réyoquant á cet égard tout ordre contraire á oe 
que je yous prescris par la présente. 

Et comme le General Boliyar et M. Bíarimon sont légalement reconnus pour des 
aatorités de la Nouyelle<}renade, et qu'il doit conyonir á la Bépublique que cela 
aoit ainsi, yous remettres en leurs malns tous les papiers des bátiments de Cartha- 
géne qui sont déposés entre les yótres ; yous feraz appeler les capitaines et arma- 
lema de ees bátiments, et yous leur notifierez de yiye yoix que le Gouyemement ne 
nconnait polnt d'autres autorit^'S que M. Marímon et le General Boliyar, dans les 
maina desquels les papiers de leur b&timents ont été remis, et que ceux des bátiments 
qui ne sniyront pas ees denx Messieurs ne sortiront pas du port des Cayes sous 
nlmporte quel pavillon : et, dans le fiút, yous yous opposerez par tous les moyens 
dans yotre pouyoir á ce que les bátiments qui ne suivront pas l'expédition du Ge- 
neral Boliyar sortent des Cayes jusqu'á de nouveaux ordres de ma part. 

Je me réfi&re á ma lettre d'ordre relative á l'affidre de " La Constitution ;" les 
dépenses de oe bátiment estimées par des arbitres, le Gk>uyemement répondant du 
montant de l'estlmation, le bátiment, han gré, mal gré, sera mis á la disposition de 
MM. Marimon et le General Boliyar. Prévenes le General Boliyar de tontos ees 
dispositions et dites lui de ma part de ne pas pcrdre un moment de temps, car il pour- 
lait arrlver de l'Europe des nayires et des seoours qui lo contrarieraient beaucoup. 
Dites lui de ne plus perdre du tempe, et lisea lui ma lettre. 

Je yous invite aussi á permettre á M. Bríon d'embarquer les quinze cents fusils 
qull avalt vendus á l'Etat, le marché pour ees armes étant rompu. II remettra en 
lea lecevant le reou qui lui avait été foumi des Cayes. 

n ne me reste plus, mon cher General, qu'á vous diré de faire finir, comme je 
yous le prescrit, l'afSüre do ees Messieurs ; et s*il y avait encoré des difficultés á 
terminer, envoyez-les moL En attendant, que l'expédition parte, car je di^sire 
qn'élle parte. 

Signé : Pbtion. 
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By thi8 act of anthoritj and raspect tbe diiorder wu put to wn tudL Potíoi, 
who WM uprightneas itaelí^ and who, on account of tilia, waa iiicliiied ta 
be the firm anpport of the Lib«rator, aaw that hia orden weve alzictlj fid- 
fiUed. 

Montilla left for the United Statea. 

Aury separated from all, and departed to aeek better íbitaiie —»«»£■* the 
piratea of New Orleana. 

Bermudez, altbough be urgently aolicited bia admiañon and inoorpoiatiaB 
amoDgst tbe officere who wcre going to Venezuela, did not aooceed. He 
was Btimulated by the Colonel Ducayla, Collot and othen, to aolidt Oenenl 
Villaret to allow bim on board of bis TeaseL YiUaret anawered in tbeae wordi: 
*^ Subalterna abould obey thoir cbicfa. Mine baa oidered me not to allow 701 
or any of the officeía who accompany you ti> come on boaid. I &el deqp^ 
that those well-deaerring aoldiera of the country remain oo land, but initiuBÍ>j 
haa no law. God haré yon in hia keeping. 

"VnXABM." 

The officers who accompanied Bermadez were Manuel laara, Yioente YiD»- 
gaa, and Patricio Rubio. 

On tbe eve of bia departure, Bolívar went to Port-au-Frínce to bid &zewditQ 
Preaident Petion, and to manifest to bim bis gratítude for the protectioin diawi 
towards bim. " I can pay your gencrodty,'' he aaid to bim, embncing Uo, 
'* only witb the purest feelíngs of my fñendsbip and gratitude.'' Petion, ahed- 
diog tears of fondncaa, replied : '' Que lb bon Dieü youb BiCNiBaB dahs Toum 

TOS ENTBEPBI8E8 !'* 

On tbis the magnanimous magistrate of Ilayti exactod of Bolirar that on hii 
arríval at Venezuela he abould free all tbe slaTca. ^ How can yoa foimd a 
republic," be aaid, '* when slayery eziats ? Bolívar pmmiaed it to bim, «dding: 
** Do not aak of me tbis act of justice aa a reward for yoor liberalitiea, but aa 
a bappy duty of my deatiny." 

Aíterwards (on the evening of the 28th of March), Botívar went to U¡a 
leave of General Marión. He alao manifeatcd to bim bia gratítude aa rnndi iv 
the aerncea he bad reñdered to the cause of Venezuela, aa for the kindiMB 
which be bad beatowed on him pensonally during hia remdence at the Oajon 
" I shall never forget it," Bolívar said to bim ; and on tbia he bogged him t0 
accept bis likenesa nnd an embrace ezpreasivc of bis true and fidthfol ftiend- 
abip. **•/« vauM ecrirai touvetit, man Oénéral; que la corretpandanee dm mmm 
dauble leur existenceJ*^ Tbeae were tbe last worda of Bolívar to General Maiioa 

Tbia one was enchanted by the delicacy and afiablo urbanity of the liben- 
tor ; and used to afterwards repeat to bis frienda : ^^ü á éU tTvns cQwr imm » 
remarqitabU dan» eette circonéttince.^^ 

Before ending tbia cbapter, let me be allowed to dedícate a lew Unes to tka 
aweet memory of tbe immortal Petion. 

^' Hia fírst qnality,*' aaid Bolívar, ^ was kíndneaa, and kindneaa ia tfae hmiaa 
virtue whích does moet honor to man.** I would add (if my Toioe ooidd aoimd 
after tbat of tbe Liberator), that the great tajent of Petíon waa to leve men of 
merít, and to deposit in tbcm bia confidcncc. He waa not deceived in Bolivac 
Petíon did not posaesa the ñicility of the mínd which createa wbat it deaiics; 
but be possesaed a spirit of order, a zea! for tbe ])ublic good, an ardent lofe 
for the liberty of men, a gencrosity exercised without cffort, which made hia 
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grcat and rare smongst potentates. Híb mode of giring wu so amiable, tbat, 
said the Llberator, '* they were presenta covered with flowen." Bom for aociety, 
Petíon waa good and osefíil; hia mannere, aflfable; in habita, aeyere. Hia 
works breatbe candor and probity, and be baa not a small part in tbe redemp- 
tion of tbe New World, baying becn, as ia aeen, tbe fountain of tbe roaonrcoa 
of tbe liberatíog expedition. 

Petion loTed yirtue by inclination, and be loTed Bolívar by sympatby. ** I 
aball alwaya tribute my adroiration,** be wrote to France, ** to tbis great man ; 
I know bim and of wbat be is capable. I feel an inclination for him as I feel 
for tbe grcat men of antiqnity.** 

Alexander Petion waa bom at Port-an-Prince, at tbe beginning of tbe year 
1770, of a wealtby colonist nomed Sabes, and of a yonng free woman of color. 
At tbe age of twenty be figored amongat tbe promoters of tbe insorrection 
against colonial rule ; tbe brílliant qualities wbicb be possessed by education 
and by nature, gaye bim a great influence oyer tbe reyolted. Petion waa a 
long time in France, and when, in 1802, Bonaparte sent General Leclerc at tbe 
bead of an expedltíon to reconquer Santo Domingo, Petion retomed witb tbe 
nnk of colonel^ after baying receiyed from tbe Fint Cónsul áll tbe liberal 
promises capable of secnríng bis co-operation. Petion medlated greatly in tbe 
pacilication of tbe island ; bnt General Leclerc quicUy abandoned prudencc 
and moderation, and proyoked a new insurrection. Kot only did be refbse to 
comply witb the promises be had made in reference to tha gradual emancipa- 
tion of tbe slayes, but be also exercised all kinds of rígors, extortion and cruelty 
against the negroea. The righta of people were yiolated in tbe penons of 
Toussaint-L^Ouyerture and Generala Rigault and Laplume. Tbe firat suffered 
the penalty of baniahment, tbe second was sewn in a sack and thrown into the 
aea, whilst tbe succesaor of General Leclerc causad tbe unhappy African race 
to be deyoured by blood-bounds, whose fiarocious ap{>etite8 were carefully 
•timnlated. Petion, full of shame and anger for baying foUowed for a mo- 
meat^ eren with pbilantbropical yiews, a flag of crimes, letircd to tbe 
monntaina, and tbere, with a few who followed him, and in conoert with 
Desaalines, be gaye tbe cry of independence. Petíon waa named unanimoualy 
Preaident of the Republic By bis ciyic yirtues and wiae administratíon, 
Petíon made bimself tbe idol of tbe Haytiens. Agriculture, oommerce, pubUc 
educatíon^ interior pólice, all that could increaae the industrial and moral 
wealth of the natíon, were the objecta of hia moat liyely and constaat solici- 
tode ; and in bis intercourM with the powera of America and Europa, Petion 
ahowed himaelf full of candor and dignity, without being inferior to the 
negotiaton of othor States in ability and diplomatic knowledge. When the 
end of bis preaidential term airiyed, the Haytiens, who adored Petíon, re-elected 
him for four years; but be belioved hia misaion in this world ended; he 
pointed out General Boyer as bis successor, and retired. Petíon died in March 
of 1818. The beautiful qualitíes of Petíon in miafortune and in power, asaign 
him a rank in history álongside of Waabington. Hia remaina were transportad 
to France by the care of a woman whom he had loyed, Madama Jaio, who 
causad a monument to be eleyated to him in the cemetery of Pére La Chaiao, 
where it can now be aeen. 
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X the 20th of March, at ten o^clock in the moming, the fleet set mH from 
the small port of Acquin, twelve leagues E. N. R from the Cftyoi de 
San Lnis.* The Liberator, with his staff and Admiral Brion, were emlMiked 
on the schooner Bolívar ; she was commanded by the ñigate-captain BeattD 
Bduche. MaríQo, MacGregor, Piar and other officen, wcnt on the Marín»; 
she was commanded by tho Commandant Thomas Dabuille ; the other sdiooD- 
ers, CoTutitueiony Piar, Brion, Feliz and Conejo, were commanded bj the fira- 
tenant commanders, Juan Mome, J. Pinell, Antonio Roealee, Lomine and Ba>- 
nardo Perrero. The rcst of the cxpedition was embarked in them. 

With a reduced number of brayes, whom misfortmie had thrown on the mh, 
and who beheld their country in his person, the Liberator set sail from ths 
Cayos of San Luis. What is his parpóse? In what direction does this 
cnisade of liberty tend, which has nothing great but its daring, ñor notídiig 
wonderñil and magnificcnt but the hope which it possesses f It wonld be 
necessary to writo a Tolume to do justice to so mnch yalor ; that inTincible 
faith, that conviction which antidpates the erent, and which, seemingly booib- 
ing the solid htws of prudence, manifesté itsclf as a nish piesomption. Kone 
know its destination, ñor what it will have to efiect No one has mélwoied te 
distance from undertaking to attaining. Por the time being the crop ii mily 
fiítigues ; as adyantages and commoditics could not be expected from soch frafl 
and small yessels. They are afterwards thrcatened by perils and combata, and 
who knows if not deplorable misfortunce. But the extrmordinary man who 
guides and directa them has spoken to them of independence and gloiy ; of 
the liberty of Colombia and America, and thither they go, joyfhl, deCermhied, 



* Bestrepo writee, Aguin ; Montenegro, Aqoin. I hold the orthogii^ihy oí tibe 
most anthorized docoments of that place." 
(278) 
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never discoiiraged, nerer niled by the adyices of posSlanimitj, to straggle tíU 
death. None are ambitious for power ; none desire titles, none wisb gold or 
licbes ; the feeling which impeb them is more noble, more generous ; it is the 
loTe of country ; to break the chaina which opprees her. Diex vdU ! they cried 
with ardor, aa did the fiíat cniaaders which went with Godírey of Bouillon to 
the Holy Land ; Gk>d wishea it, and in apite of Spain we ahall be free I 

And Ood wished it, and we are fi«e. 

(hir fathera and brotbera bonght victory and oor liborty at the cost of thoir 
livea. 

Botivar aet hia conree to Margarita. The reaaon canaing thia direction waa 
as foUowa : 

. When Morillo arrired with bis expediti«n at that ialand (1815), Áiiamendi, 
wbo waa gOToming it, surrenderod, aa we have seen, and Morillo p]aced aa 
gOTemer Lieutenant-Colonel Don Antonio Herráis. Immediately afterwarda 
thia liberal and honest chief waa aubatituted for another, Don Joaquín ürreiz- 
tieta, aeyere and blood-thirsty, who aerred but too well the interest of tyranny, 
and ignoring it, better for thoae of liberty. ürreiztieta, from the moment he 
enteied in command of the ialand, commenced the peraecution of the already 
proatrated and unhappy inhabitanta. Amongst other criminal projecta con- 
oeived in hatred of onr independence and for tbe better serTioe of the king, he 
«dopted that of asaaaainating the leader of the ialand and bis principal com- 
paniona at a banqnec He aaid that he wished to celébrate the imprísonment 
of Kapoleon, the firat enemy of Spain, and treacheronaly invitéd Ariamendi 
añd many of hia comradea to keep him company at hia table. Berroteran, a 
Carraqaenian patriot, and emigrated to Margarita, derk to the Commandant 
Cobian, who gOTemed in the north, diacoTcred the artífice, and immediately 
reyealed it to Ariamendi Thia one reñised the inritation, and hid himaelf at 
** Mira," in the parish of Paraguachi, and firom thonce began the difficuH under- 
Uüdng of driying the Spaniarda from the ialand In Norember (1815), Aria- 
mendi gaye the signal of inaorrection ; he proclaimed anew the independent 
govemment, and held the towna of Juan Griego and Villa del Norte, although 
depriyed of arma, and only assisted with hia followera by lancea, hoea, kniyee. 
mnd duba. Actiye and indefatigable, Ariamendi waa a man of ' rare intrepidity 
and aignal atrength, patriotic, and able to carry into effsct wonderñü proweeaea 
íor liberty. Hia daring raised the anger of the Lieutenant-Oolond Don- Joa- 
qnin Maria ürreiztieta, goyemor of the ialand, who, aet on by Mozo, thought 
to deyastate it* But the aurpriaes and hostilities of Ariamendi gavQ him no 

* One of the ordera giyen by Ürreiztieta to Captain Don Juan Garrigo, the 17th . 
of Noyember, 1815, is thua : " You ahall giye qoartera to none, and yxsu ahaJU per- 
mit the troopa, after their arriyal, to pillage (Villa del Norte). You. wül fíre the- 
town of San Joan, and yon will onTy retreat when all is SILE^T 1 The town of 
Norte ahall be aet fíre to on your retom from San Joan." 

And Don Salyador Moxo said to Ürreiztieta (who, aa we aee, did not need much) : 
" I order you to put aaide all humane conalderation. All tho insurgente, or thoae 
who follow them with arma or without them, thoae who haye assisted or who assiat 
the aame, and all those who haye taken part in the crisis in whieh the island is 
now placed, shall be Irremissibly shot without any preyioua procosa or summary 
but by the yerbal oouncil of three officera. I again recommead you much actiyity, . 
a|id that being inexorable, you can give me a report of the cutiré pacifícation of 
this nest of villains, who have abused so much of onr goodnesa an4 forbearance! . . 
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peace. That iahmd, so little thooght of by the Spuiiiidi» thote ámui ¡daofli 
in whicb the ezpeditionary chieftains foYmd nothing inTitíngy were n<»tintli> 
■tonding the theatie of great acta, and the tomb where the pride of Morillo 
waa humiliated. Conñacationa, the outragea óf the expeditionarf troopa. the 
treachery of Urreiztieta, the hatred and maltreatment of the royalista, íhw- 
rected the Margaiitana, and Ariamendi inapired them wiih the heraic detv- 
mination of destroying their enemies in dying for liberty. Thna the hatnd of 
the Spaniarda waa concentrated on thia leader, whom thej looked apon ae Ihe 
promoter and soul of the Margan tan insurrection ; and they endearored to 
destroy him by as raany modes as wcre soggested by their desperation, Brign- 
dier Pardo wishing to murdcr the Seflora Luisa de Cacerea, wife of Ariwnfdi, 
that she might pay for, being innooent, the anpposed crime of ber dariqg hn- 
band.* 

When Moxo was informed of the insolence of the rebél (thna he styled Am- 
mendi in his Communications), he sent troopa to the hdp of Urreiztíeta, nd 
the most stríngent orders to destroy áll that which showed signa of Indepoid- 
ence ; but the troops carne out badly treated in the fint enoonnter thej hadL 
The fiunous achieTements of Arismendi correspond to thia epoch, and withoMk 
doubt they oblige history to concede to this braTe chieítaln, not ooly adifüj 
and peneTcranoe, but also the gift of organizatlon and military ddIL Thi 
loving husband of a beautiful lady, equally full ot TÍrtoea and herokm ; Ui 
imprisonment, his cruel sufferings, and the fríghtful throata, were ^**fiif*^^'^— * 
to break down his patriotism. Arismendi renewed the admirable •■M»fi« ti 
Tarifa ; but that of our island, justly callad New Sparta, had the additínMl 
heroism of the young Carraquenian lady whi^se abnegation and snfferingí fot te 
country form one of the most interesting episodea of the histoiy of dtoobiii 
and, perhaps, of America. 

The stubbom reeistance of ArismeDdi fíUed the Spaniarda with wonder nd 
the patriota with admiration ; and altbough he was unable to take absotate 
possession of the island, his insurrection gaye a base to the operationa of te 
war, and consequontly was an event of^ vast- importanoe, which the libcnlor 
skillfully took advantage ol 

This is the reñson why the expedition directed its course to MaigaritiL 

The fieet proceeded slowly, navigating first against contrary winda then wd- 
fcring long calma. In the yicinity of the Danish island of Santa Crai ÜNJ 
captured a Spanish yessel, and not until the first of May were thej iMe Id 
touch at Testigos. On the following day they met two Spanish wari 



* On the 29th January, 1810, Pardo communicated to Mozo that " the wlfe flf 
Arismendi had brought forth, in the prison where she waa confined, m new moa- 
éter . . . and that it would be conyenient to decapítate it." Baeely insnlted, aad 
depríyed of all comfort in a narrow cell, the wife of Arismendi aaw ber unhapfy 
new-bom die,— that which Pardo had callad " monster." But afterwards the tna 
sant to Oadiz andar arrast as a criminal. The Brif^adier Pardo inqnired la te 
same eommonication, " if he should take the liyee of all the women and mea flf 
the isUnd of Bíargarita who ware patriota, and who senred their insurgent Inr 
bands, UrotlierB and íathars.** . . . The sayage sool of Moxo roeoiled with fctf 
from the horrible propoeal of Pardo. This onc, notwithstanding, did all in Ui 
powar to pnt it into practice. . . . Qreat misfortono, that of thoee times in wUdk 
eyen the weak aex ñor innocent childhood did not escape the dagger. 
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wbicb, with otben, blockaded the ports of Margarita ; they were the brig Intré- 
pido aod tho schooner Bita. These were attacked and taken by boardÍDg, after a 
Tigorous resistance ; tbe remaining yessela, tbe Mcrülo and IWroUña^ fled to 
Camana without daríng to await the fleet of Boliyar. 

In the midst of the inceasant struggles of Arísmendi, whoae hostilities kept 
the Spaniurds in oontmual fear, and conseqnently losa, and when these were 
mabifestíng mnst hatred in their tragedies, «re aee tiic liberator appeañng with 
bia fieet in the port of Juan Qño^o (3d of May). The enemy, surpriscd, evac- 
nated Asunción and the port of Santa Rosa, which fell into the banda of Aría- 
mendi, and this one was then able to affurd tbe necceRory aasiatance to land th6 
elementa of wor and the forcé brought by the expedition. 

On the 7t1i Bolívar, convoked in the church of Villa del Norte a grcat aaaem- 
bly, compoaed of all the membera of the expedition, and of aa many who could 
ffítm a notion of pubUc afiaira. There were preaent many emigranta from the 
oontinent, and all were called expreaaly to delibérate. The Liberator wished 
(and thua he expreaaed it in bia apeech) that on the opening of the tbird períod 
of the republic, there ahould be oiganized a central goyemment, capable of car- 
rying out the great enda of the independence. 

" It \á neccasary,*^ he added, ** to conñde the aupreme command to the peraon 
who enjoya the most confidence in tbia aaacmbly. Far from prctending that 
tlie election ahould reault in my favor, I fear it not only for the gravity of the 
charge, but alao becauae it can excite rivalríea, which would be fatal to the cauae 
of the liberty of the conntry. I aerve aa willingly in conmiand aa in obedience." 

The discussion waa bríef^ becauae all placed their eyea on Bolívar, who waa 
iinanimoualy proclaimed Supreme Chief of the Repuhlie, Marífio obtaining that 
of aecond chief. 

On tbe fnllowing day the Liberator iaaued a prodamation, announcing the 
ihird period of the rcpubUc. He rdatcd how the expedition had been formed, 
and what waa the purpoae of the foreignera enliated in it He authorized the 
people to elect their deputiea to the Congreaa, who were to ei\joy the aame aov- 
ereign facultiea aa in the firat epoch of the republic ; and he proclaimed to the 
Spaniarda living in Venezuela, the ceuation of tíió wat to daath if they feould 
eea$e to earry it on^ offering to the Venezuelana complete aafety, *'*■ becauae you are 
álwaya innocent in tbe eye of your brethren," he aaid in ending. 

The anawer given by Don Salvador Moxó, Captain-Ckneral of Venezuela, 
when be beheld the proclamation of the Lil^rator, waa to iaaue an edict (25th 
of May) offering ten thouaand dollars./lTr the head of the rébel Simón Bolívar^ 
psyable at the treaauíy I A moat worthy manner indeed, to moralize people 
mnd to infiíae them with the apirit of civilization and Chriatian law I Noble 
mnd valiant mode of carrying on war I The coaduct of great chiefa, who at- 
talned the ñame of being apirited in arduous and perilous undertakinga, waa 
diffcrent; butMoxól* 



* The decree of Moxo ia textnally aa foUows : 

" So that an end may be put to the machinationa with which on all sidea they 
endeavor to distorb the peaoe of the provincee of Venezuela, the rebela Simón 
Bolívar, José Franciaco Bermudez, Santiago Marino, Manuel Piar and Antonio 
Biion, after baving drained all the rcsourcos offered by pity and mercy to bring to 
the trae knowledge of their errora, all the persona who foUow the hateful máxima 
of rebeUion with which these savages are imbued, who abandoned to despair. 
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The flect blockaded Pampattf ; but BoliTar knowing tbat he wmdd lose pn- 
ciouB time in ibis opention, and ihat Mazgaríta was not a oomitiy of i t mmism, 
as it flhould only Herré as a base of the operations against the contínent, he re- 
solved to procecd to Carñpano, leaving the immortal defenden of the iibod 
provided witb sufficient amis and amraanition. 

The expedítion aniyed at Carñpano on the oastem ooaet of Camana, fhe lit 
of June, and the garríson, aíler an obstinate resistance, retieated to C^aanai áad 
other immediate points. The artlllery, and two yessels anned-in-war. that irare 
in the port, the brig *' Bello Indio*' and a schooner, with other eflbcta, íell iilo 
the power of the patríots. 

Bolivar issued a proclamation calling the slaves to the eenice, offining tfaoi 
their libcrty, with indcmnízation to their masters. He sent Marino with fte 
schooner *^ Diana," four gunboats, and arma, with the object of o e c iipyin gfte 
coast of Oüiría, where he was well known, whilst Piar marched against MaJóüna^ 
havíng to enter it by Cano Colorado ; he remúned at Carttpano, woikínj 
íatigably to place under arms as many as were able to carry them. He 
lished a military academy for the instruction of officers in the theoty and pnc- 
tice of war, and namcd as teacher the Lientenant-Colonel Schmidt, an abb 
officer, who had scnred in Spain against the French in the wars of Nap<rieoB. 

During these same days (28th of Jane) he conyoked at Carfipano a popokr 
assembly, presidcd over by the lawyer Diego Bautista ürbaneja. This aasemblj 
acknowledgcd Bolívar as suprcme chicf, and solidted that the goremnoft 
should he onf and central Three days before he had also been acknowledgBd 
by Mon&gas, R^jas, Cedefto, and other guerrilla chiefr who were operatíi^ ia 
the interior. 

Marino and Piar succeeded in their expeditions, and álthough the fint sent 
the Liberator some reinfnrccments, impartiality forces me to say that both ío^ 
got their dutics. Piar fomenting the declared pretensions of Marino, and Úá» 
one di9simulating bis purposos by the excuse of the excesses and insuboidiBa- 
tion of that one. 

Meanwhilc Don Tomas Cires, civil and military €k>Temor of Caniani, who 
had receivcd timely noticc of the landing and measures of the patriota, set oik 
with troops from Barbastro to dcstroy them. He íell on the Tangnard, eoift- 
mande<l by the Lieutenant-Colonel Francisco de Paula Alcántara, and took ü 
by surprise so completely, the chief retreated almost alone towarda Cnrüpaia 
At the same time, the royalist commandant Don Ra&el López defeated it 
Punche the forces which had been rcunited by Zaraza, Rojas and MoofgMts 
help Bolívar. By this the Liberator saw himself in a teiy critical sitoatioo, lad 
conceived the plan of abandoning the shores of the East and going to the We^» 
penetrating rapidly to the valleys of Aragua, arming the patriota and Qiganiíbg 
an army which should give freedom to Venezuela. 

In effect, on the 29th and 80th of June the reshipment was madc, and on Ike 

attempt by all means to collect poople to sostain their wickedneas, I haré thoe|^ 
it convenient to decrce that, any person who takcs, dead or alive, the hodks of 
thoflc troitors, and others of their class, such as Juan Bautista ArismemB» Íi 
Margarita, shall ho rewardcd with the sum of f 10,000 for each head, which qp» 
tity shall be paid by the treasury. And that it may be known by aD» it he pttatrf 
and circulated. 
" Caracas, 25th May, 1816. Baltadqb Moxa" 
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Iflt the expedition aet Btfl and set its coorae to the West, passing to the north 
of Margarita. 

dome remained at Oarapano, the greater part foreignen ; amongst tbem a 
Frenchman named Briael, and the intolerable Dncoudray-Holstein, who had 
made himself an enemy of Soublette, of Pedro León Torree, of the Lieutenant- 
Colonel Anzoátegui, of the Mi^or Femando Oalindo ; who had great part in 
the intrigaea of Bermndez, and wbo at last fonnd the meana of fordng the lib- 
ermtor to diamias him from the senrice Por ditlapalty* 

In contraat, MacGregor, the noble Celt, bom in the moontaina of Scotland, a 
Highlander, but a citisen of the world, a soldier in all the canses which treated 
of liberty, braye, edncated, as fond of adventore as the knights of oíd, íaithfiil 
and constant, accompanied Bolívar ; he lored and enoouraged him in the diffi- 
cnlt poaition in which he saw him. 

The expedition tonched at Borburata on the 6th of July, in the neighborhood 
of Pnerto Cabello ; a few jnmped ashore on the island of Mono and planted a 
flag ; but in a few hours they retomed on board the yessels, and directed them- 
■elres to Ocnmare, in which port they anchored in the evening. 

The expedition was composed of fifteen yessels, and almost eight hondrcd 
men, distríbnted in nine bodiee, conmianded by : 

" The Artillery," Bartolomé Salom ; " Battalion of Infantry of Honor," Anzo- 
átegui; "^Chasseures of Venezuela,*' Justo Bríoofio; "Girardot," Francisco 
Yelez; *' Conqueror of Araure," León Torres; ^^Cumaná," Miguel Borras* 
*^ Gaiiii^" José Antonio Raposo ; ** Cayalry," Teodoro Figueredo ; the squadron, 
'* Ptoud Dragoons," Francisco Alcántara. 

On the same day, the 6th, the Liberator issued a proclamation, declañng that^ 
on his part, the war to death had ceased, and that he wonld pardon those who 
would surrender, althaugh they $hould le Spaniardi, 

Thus did Boliyar preparo himself for genorosity before yictory. 
He also gare an amnesty to the Americana who foUowed the royal standard, 
and folfilling his promise to Petion, he declared the slayes to be ñ«e. ** This 
onhappy portion of our brethren," he said, *^ who haye groaned under the mis- 
ery of slayery, is now firee. Nature, Jnstice and policy cali for the emancipation 
of the áUiyes ; from this on, there will only be one class of men in Venezuela^-all 
shan be citizens." 

After this, Boliyar ordered the M%)or Carlos Soublette, with nearly all the 
forcea, to march ; that passing the range of mountains, they should penétrate to 
San Joaquin de Mariara, and take possession of the gap of Cabrera, the most 
impoitant and strategic point for his campaign; he placed the Lieutcnant- 
Colonel Francisco Piflango at Choroni to recruit men ; and he in person directed 
the conscription at headquarters. He ordered the landing of the park, the 
printing-press, and varíons other effects, and as Brion had resolved on cruising, 
the Liberator took adyantage of this circumstance to conflde him a diplomáti- 
ca! mission to the goyemment of Washington, and instructions to place himself 
in intercourse with the Mexican patriota. 

«" When the Liberator held the proofs of the treachery of Dacoudray'he expelled 
^jwi eyen seyerely reprimanded him. He himself says in his book, " J'étais yenn, 
oe acir-U rendre yisite á VAlmiial Brion. Le General Boliyar entra qnelqoe temps 
%préB moi. Aossidot que je le yis, je me leyai por aller lui donner la main, á Tordi- 
naire ; xnaia Boliyar dit, en colére, qu*il ne youlait pas donner sa main á un . . . . 
lunnme qui meritaii d'étre íusillé, á l'instant méme. (Vol. I., Chap. xx., p. 838.) 
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On tbe same day that Boliyar was landing ai Ocumare, Brigidicr-General Dn 
Franciítco Tomas Morales amvcd at Valencia, sent with troops from Ocafla 
by Morillo. This accident dísconcerted tbe plan of tbc Libentor ; becrá» 
Morales joincd bis forcea to tbosc of Brigadier Pascual Real and Colonel Qaen, 
who roarnhcd from Caracas and formed a body much superior to that of tbe 
indepcndents. Soublette, who bebayed with actÍTÍty, skill and yal^ir, perfini- 
ing tbc ordcrs of Bulivar, feared with rcason to be cut of^ and althoogfa TÍcla- 
ríouri iu a small encounter, be abandoned tho points he oocnpied, and re t PB its d 
to tbc foot of the bilí cuilcd de Ocumarc. Boliyar was infnrmed of the unhappj 
news of tbe retrograde niovcment of Soublotte, and flew inunediately to joíi 
bim with 150 rccniits which be bad becn able to unita On the night of tin 
13th, the Li1>erator was already joined to the división which Sonblette oom- 
manded, and be gave tbe ncceftsary orders for the combat which wms to take 
place tbe following day. Raw troops fought tbere agiünat innred retenna, aad 
altbougb tbe patriota were favored by tbe position, after three houn of ñn, 
victory decided for the royalists. We lost 200 men, with kiUed and woondedl, 
and 1,000 muskets, a grcat numl>er of lances, caralry and mUitaiy artídea. Hb 
rest of tbc army retrcated in disorder towards Ocumare. BoÜTar waa to foOov 
the retro.it of the troops, and di:$patcbed M^Qregor to Choroni with the íbiII 
forces remaining in the port 

At al>out ñye in tbc cvening, tbe Lib?rator left for Ocamare. Hia ótjjtd m 
to cause the resbípment of tbe park, tbe press, &c.,* and to remore it by Mato 
ChoronL He ordered Villarct, major-general of marinee, to do ao on tbe wféL 
Tlic night alrcudy adyanccd, the Lilicrator went to tbe anaenal, and íbond tktt 
Villarct bad ordered the reshipment to be suspended. He made ose of tiK 
prctcxt ttiat he did not rely on ttie captains, who could leave with the predooi 
effects which they were ruceiving on board. Bolirar bimself gave foice to tUi 
consideration, and sairl to the commandant Salom, pointing to the CBBei of 
arm<), " This is the ba^e of our hopo to continué tbe undertaldng." 

Bcsides, the raoment was critiral. Tbe cnemy was approaching. YiDaret 
bad embarkcil on the '* Indio Librc,^^ wbcre be commanded, and woold notcone 
on land. On the arrival of day, who could daré to say what waa to happesf 
Tile Liberator, agitated, walked up and down on tbe shore, amongst the objedi 
be wished to savc and which he saw were exposcd on all aidea to periah. IloaDf 
be approachcd S:ilom, to give liini bis last orders, wben he aaw aniTing at íU 
gallop bis aidnlc-cump, Isidro Alzuru, whom be bad left in the town, so tbl 
through bis means Soublettc could coinraunicate to him what was tno9|Nria|i 
Alzuru, whether by surprise, by constemation, or by treaaon (as was afttfwiiA 
proved), gave the Liberator tho false news that the Spanish soldieis 



* The royalists have wished to put in ridicule the ideas of the Libeíator, 
bim carr}'ing amung tho elements of war a printing-preaa. Stupiditj I Do thcf 
lgnon> that the pn.*ss is the artillery of tbe mind? Do they not know that tls 
mist^ion of Bolivar wus to enlighten the people? And what mon proper Úm 
a pn'Sü? For the very same cause that the court of Madrid woold not allow ii 
America tho x>owerful auxiliary of the freo mind ; for tbe asme canse that tk 
ImiuLsition con(lenine<l it ; for the same should Bolívar bring it as he did. Tndk 
is the light of tlie sonl, and this tnith rcquircs to be diffbsed in the «wU of 
minds. Tho LÍl>crator was a man too intelligent not to appieciata the importMflB 
of the presa in hia great work of redemption I . . . 
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iug Ocumaie, and that the republicans had proceeded precipitstély towards 
Choroni. Tbis íkise news, opposcd in all to that which Soublette sent to give, 
catised the greateat alann and confusión in the port There were numy who, 
impnident, feaiing greater miafortanee, plungod into the water and awam off 
to the yeeaela. Salom and the other officers meanwhile preased Bolivar to cm- 
bark ; they orged him with a thoosand reasons. . . . Ifia fdtnation kcpt the 
officers in great fear. The Liberator embarked in the ^' Indio Libro '* with 
aome articles and baggage. Yillaret aprung bis anchor and set sail, seeking 
gx«ater safety on the open sea. 

When Soublette knew the confusión at Ocumaro, caoaed by the news of 
Alzuro, he sent the commandant Borras to contradict it ; but it was too late, as 
Yillaret, although in the waters of Ocumare, was álready out of reach of the 
human voice. 

At the break of the foUowing day Bolívar wished to set bis course towards 
Choroni, to place himself in communication with MacOregor and Soublette ; it 
iras thus effected by the bríg, but the schooners one by one were being left behind, 
And at the setting of the sim the captains rüised, setting their course^ to Bo- 
naire. It was neccssary to follow them, in order to take measures of safety, and 
to better arrange the Toyage. (July 16.) 

In the moming, after the ressels had entered the port, the captains protested 
-tiiftt they would retain the arms and ammunition which they had on board, to 
pay themselves the sumH which the Liberator owed them for their serrices and 
«aistance to the ezpedition. He threw up to their faces thdr villainous con* 
duct ; he told them that they had no right to pay themselves out of their own 
hands, and that the accounts not being liquidatod, they could not retain eren 
the arms, destined beaides to the reconquest of American liberty. The Libe- 
rator soon found out that these maríners were Icss tractable than Bianchi, and 
áll that he should do to bring them to obedience and to the senrlce of the 
oonntry was in yain. In snch a difficulty he was also alone, as Yillaret did not 
«Bsist him, when fortnnately Brion presented himself with his fleet, which was 
ocnning írom Curasao. The admiral informed himself of what was going on, 
and haying called the subleyated captains, he forced them to retum the arms 
and ammunition, which they pretended to usurp. 

Torrente writes that *' Brion hoaped on Boliyar insults and reproaches ; 
that lie slapped him poblicly, and would eyen haye thrown him in the sea, if 
his frientls had not restrained his arm and calmed his anger, exdted on behold- 
ing the enonnons expenses he had made to such little profit" This is a puré 
Inyention of the nnhappy Torrente. Wrítíng under the dictation of the Ga- 
aetteer, Díaz, he saw insnlts and public slapping of the &ce, whero there was 
only respect, sincere friendship and protcction. Brion loyed the Liberator ; 
he was enthusiastic for our cause, and to his powerful interyention was it owing 
that these piratea retnmed the arms which they had already appropríated to 
themaelves, thinking of nothing cise than their sordid profits. 

Boliyar departed without delay to Choroni (19th July). The fleet of Brion 
aalnted him on leaying, and this one accompanied him in pcrson one league out 
of the port. 

8uch were the slaps that Brion gaye the Liberator. 

As Bolívar found Ohoroni in the power of the myalists, he touched at Chnao 
to procure news. He was there informed that the patríot column had pene- 
trated into Aragua. MacGregor (Boliyar thought) will go to join the gueirillaa 
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of the independents, who oyerran the proTÍnces of the BmL nk wit tht 
project which he himaelf had spoken of to MacOregor; bnt mch a dan^f 
undertaking required fortune, constancy, íntrepidity. MacGregor had all thif ; 
his heroic companions had it, who, opposÍDg the elementa of diaaoliitioii, and 
impeding the increaae of progreasive loases, sared the relica of Ocnmaie, and 
perfonncd their retreat by on eccentric moyement, famona ia the aimala of tka 
history of our war. 

The Liberator then retorned to Bonaiie. He met Bermndei there. One and 
the other resolved to proceed to Guiría, with the hope of joining Marino, and 
continué combating for liberty. 

Restrepo affirms that Coloncl Bermudez jomed the Liberator at Bonaire, aad 
that tbey left in company for the port of Guiría. There ia an eiTor. Whit 
happened was this : Bermudez had solicited at the Cayos to bdcing to tka 
expedition, and Villaret refused, saying that the chief did not allowUm. 
Bermudez and his officers. Rubio, Villegas and Manuel laalya, remained on 
land. 

But Bermudez, who had no other desire than that of co-operating wüh Ui 
efforts for the independence of his country ; who loyed glory, and who taw Ui 
brethren and companions leaye, presented himself to Petion, begj^ng his fiiTO& 
He toKl him that he could not remain in inaction and condemned to obliñon 
for prí\'ate rüsentments ; he spoke to him with so much pasaion for the libeitf 
of Costafírma that the Piiesident of Hayti gave his word to aniat him in álL 
On thLs, Bermudez chartered an American yessel, and departed from the Oajoi 
the 9th June, 1816. 

Notwithstauding the enmity of Bolívar and the inflexibility of bis chaiacto, 
Bermudez followed him, goiog to Margarita, where he amyed at 11 oVlodí of 
the nigbt of the 29th June. On the following day, afler sunrise, and when he 
was about to land, he received a communication írom Arismendi, sent by hit 
aid-dc-camp Jos6 Vicente Tolesan, prohibiting his landing, by order of the 
Liberator. Bermudez then conceived the idea of passing to Campano, when 
Bolívar was, to beg him to allow him to land. On the way, the coiaair ^Fdii|' 
commanded by Lomine, gave him the news of the evacuation of CarupaaOi 
and that the expedition had proceeded to Ocumare. Colonel Bennudez tha 
determined to go on board of the *' Feliz** with Isalya and Rubio, to foUowths 
trocks of the Liberator at Ocumare. He arrived at this port, and inatantly mbí 
Bolívar a communication, swearíng to be his fiíend and begging him to allov 
him to land to take part in the campaign, with the proteet that ho wonld not 
in futurc oppose any of .his orders. Bolívar reñised. The coraair ** FéUs'* art 
out on a cruise, having on board Bermudez and his officers, and nfter a kw 
days, having touched at Bonaire, he there met Boliyar, who had nlieady com 
defeated from Ocumare. 

Bermudez and Bolívar did not see each other, álthough Bríoa endeayond 
to bríng about a reconciliation. 

The Liberator aftcrwards sailed in the ^' Indio Libre " in the direction of 
Guiría, and Bermudez succeeded in embarking on the achooner of Antonio 
Rosales, who was also sailing for this place. 

The voyúge from Bonaire to Guiría lasted almost a month, where the Iábc^ 
ator arríved the evening of the 16th of August The yeaael which brooght 
Bermudez had arríved two hours 1>cfore, and from the yery moment that he 
landed, he b^gan eamestly to make Marífio diaown Boliyar. Bermade% 
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oíEBnded, exasperated, was not at tbat moment the most fidihíhl oonnBelor ; bat 
Marino, alwayB tempted by disobedience, was easily led astray. He receiyed 
the láberator with ayeraion and insolent indifierenoe ; he sotight reasons and 
pietextB to excuse his coldness; and álthoagh he did not oppose Boliyar's 
gomg to Matnrin in fiearch of Piar, to attack Gnayana, he secreüy plotted 
against him. 

On the 22d of August, it finally broke out . 

It Í8 unnecessary to say that the rebels shouted " Down with Bolívar I and 
hunah for Marífio and Bermudez I" These onseasonably aspired to the com- 
mand, and tumed the people of Guiria against Boliyar. 

A troop of aasassins, subaltems of Marino, conspired openly againat the life 
of the Liberator, who detained them by bis extraordinary cahnness and bravery, 
paasing through their midst Bword in hand. Bermudez, fíred with anger, and 
allowing himself to be carried away by the most insolent audacity, drew hia 
gword against bis chief and bis Liberator. . . Abominable diaorder of the mind I 
He was restrained by Colonel Isalva and the lawyer Gaspar Marcano, who were 
preaent, and thus parried the consummation of the most írightñil crime. 
** Ncver," says an eye-witness, "did I see the arm of Bermudez move with more 
Tigorous impulse." . . . Ah I he was not then moved by obedience, but by anger, 
which is stronger, and redoublea the forcea. 

Thoee insolent cries I . . . That American hand which drew a sword against 
Boüyarl . . . 

A11 was wonder and tumultuous confusión I The animosity of Bermudez 
bordered on frenzy ; the ambition of Marino increasing more and more by the 
aodamations in bis &Yor of this unbridled roYolt. Thoso people, paid aggres- 
aoxB, who committed with impunity such a great crime I 

Unhoped-fbr opprobrium I . . . 

l*he energy and moral forcé of Boliyar made him superior in that suprema 
moment to rule circumstances, and givc himself time to embark, leaying Marino 
and Bermudez, authors of the tumult, to eijoy the sweets of the command 
which they so pasdonately longed for. 

One year had passcd, when the Liberator, insulted by the yiolence and in.- 
trigues of Castillo, had left Cartagena, preferring exile to being the cause of 
intestiDal discord. Marino showed himself íaithful in this difficulty, and 
TigOTOusly reprehended the conduct of the chie& of Cartagena. 

The Liberator went to the Cayos. His eleyated mind, unused to idleness, 
nndertook the ezpedition, which was to free Venezuela. Superior to all mis- 
fi>rtune8, he only thought of redeeming his country from h^ oppression ; the 
most beautiñil land on the earth. Marino accompanied him and acknowledged 
bis authority. 

And at the first reverse of fortuno he abandons him I he disowns him t and 
harboríng hatred against him to whom he had swom obedience, caused to d&- 
generate into sedition the natural and due ciyility. The scenes of Guiria were 
mder and more sanguinary than those of La Popa de Cartagena, and it could 
be said that at the other extreme of the littoral of Colombia, ambition raised 
its head, as if to manifest there where it has less excuse, its duty being nearer, 
*it was so much moro yiolent, not reñising any enormity to the extraordinary 
aererities of the execution. 

No one can imagine the pain I haye suffered in writing the anteceding linea. 
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I have been «n iDtímate friend of GenenJ MArifio, wbo lieldmyliocifleat bii owip 
and who disñruited all my fympathies and attentíoni; but I am oMiged to 
wríte the truth of affaira, joat as they haye paaMd. When the pen of histoiy ■ 
takeiif saya Polybiug,* it in rcquisike to know how to renomioe aU afiectíona» to 
tribute the most sablime praisoi to the enemies who meiit it, and to make at 
the same time the censure of the friends whose &ult0 may be worthy of repio- 
yal. Depríve a man of bis sight and at once all ia lost to him. Deprire fais- 
tory of truth, and there remains only an insipid and naelen recitaL To aoenie 
our fnenda, to praise oor enemiea, should not giTe na anzSety ñor "^*tlf^'*ttyT 
Let US sepárate ourselves firom penons ; let na relate íactib 

•P0L.,Iib.,-€^p.li. 



CHAPTER XXI. 
1816. 

TBB LIBBBATOR ■HBA1K8 ON TBB *' INDIO LIIEB " VOB HATTI — HB WRITBS TO PBTIOlf, COX- 
OBATÜLATINQ HIM^BB PB0JBCT8 ANOTBBB BZPBDITIOB— 0B8TA0L1S WBICR ABISB — MIBA 
— PB0CLA.MAT10K OP TBB PBBBIDBlfT OP TBB ÜKITBD tTATlS^TEB LIBBBATOB U BBCALLBD 
BT ARIBMBNDI AND AL80 BT THB OHIBPS OP TBB IBTBBIOR— BB PBB88BS HU DBPABTORB— 
LBTTBR tO DR. OÜAL AND TBB DBACON HADABIAGA— TBB LIBBBATOB ARRITB8 AT MABQA- 
BITA— PROCLAMATION TO TBB TBNBIÜBLAN9 — BB MBDITATRS A JU8T AND PATBBNAL AD- 
BINI8TBATI0N TO BBAL TBB WOONIM OP TUB WAB. 

THE críes of tbe people ezdted the cnñoflity, and perhaps the mistrost of 
Yillaret, who was on board, and he immediately sent a boat to take infor- 
matíons. Bolirar took adyantage of it to go to tbe " Indio Libre/* and left 
Quina, settíng bis coorae towards tbe bospitable sbores of HaytL 

Tliose wbo bad plotted against tbe Li)^rator elected Marifio and Bermades 
as first and second cbie£ 

Tbns ended tbe conspiracy. 

The newly-elected, proud of tbeir tinfortunate anthority, commnnicated it to 
mil the commandanta pf tbe gaerríllas and prepared themsélTesto combat yigor- 
Oüuly against tbe Spaniards. Bnt tbe news of tbe snccesses of Gniría were 
badly recdved. Anzoategui, Honagaa, Oedefio, Zaraza, Rojas and tbe rest of 
Hie cbie&, eq)«cially MacGr^^r and tbe braye officers of tbe dirision of tbe 
centre, knowing tbat witbont Boliyar tbey cotdd ncrer attain tbe independence 
cf the oonntry ; as tbe genius, tbe ralor, and tbe resonrces of so great a leader 
were tbe assorance of triompb, wbilst bis absence plnnged tbem in tbe most 
proíbond rain and desperation ; as tbe losses suffered could be repaired by 
Mnt, and finally tbat it was unjost to repay witb ingntitnde and neglect so. 
nmdi abnegation, so many efforts, and sucb raloroos principies. 

As to tbe láberator, be supported tbis blow witb wonderftil balance 'of mind. 
ffis firiends at Puerto Príncipe adyised bim to take yengeance against bis ene- 
ndes, sbowing to tbe world tbeir macbinations ; bnt be refbsed, saying to di, 
that ^ the noblest yengeance was to pardon." At otber times he nsed to an- 
flwer : " Contempt is tbe most polite yengeance.'' " Tbere is no yengeance like 
fbigftfalness.'' 

It was an honor to bim to sepárate bimself from tbat nnfortnnate dispute, 

now that the sitnation was rendered so difficult by dlscredit ; but tbat modera- 

üan nndonbtedly was a great merít, wbich cansed bim to restrain bimself amid 

wo mucb baseness and ingratitud e ; sorrowñilly bebolding tbe mistakes of Ber- 

iBnidez, the anziety and trouble of Marino, wbo gaye way to tbe dreams of am- 

19 CM«^ 
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bition which alwajs raled him ; tbe pcnreree ambition finmlly of that peopk^ 
wbo, littlc embarrasscd by their consciences, repaid him eril fw good, and re- 
turned bim insults for serriccs I 

The Román historians praiae Cato aa a man of great mind, who committed 
suicide, being^ unwilling to suffcr patiently the superior power of Cssar, hii 
cnemy ; greater praise is due t(» Bolivar, who held the íkith which Gato was 
wanting. Tliis one, if he had sufficient rtrength of mind to bear prosperity 
(which with little eífort is L>orae), he seemed so weak by his deatb, that he wm 
unablc to support misfortune; whiUt Bolivar appeared in his Ufe so strongcr ti 
he entertained purposcít of tríumphing and liberating his country, althoogli he 
saw hiinself despoilcd, defeated and exiled, his enemies rictorioua, and his rívib 
prosipcrous und hnppy. 

Miafortuncá cannot depn»s the minds of such men as B^ >lÍTar. Superior to 
all, they are not dcjected by reverses, ñor are they perturbcd by miafortuneiw The 
Liberutor conyerted the bittemess of the eventa of Guiris into the sweetoeai of 
a proper and fniitful application for preparing anotber expcdition agminst CoeU- 
fínne, that should assist MucOregor, Soublette, and the rest of the patrióte «lio 
took up their man^h from Clioroni to the plains of Barcelona. 

On the 9th of October the Liberator was at Puerto Principe. Petion had jvt 
receive<l the digníty of Chlef for Ufe of the RepubUc of Hayti by the fiíee soda* 
mation of his fcllow-citizcns, and Bjlivar wrote to him on the spot an intenrt- 
ing letter congrutulating him for his new and merited prosperity. He re}«ood 
at the happy fatc of his íriend : of that man, superior to his epoch and his oooi- 
try, whose yirtucs attracted admiration : whoae talents inspired reapecti siid 
wbose goodness caUcd forth the purest gratitude ; and with abiUty he mide tUb 
goodness and those talents incline in favor of Venezuela. Petion ahowed Ua* 
self this timo, as always, a friend of liberty and an enthusiastic sappoiter of 
Bolivar, admiríng in liim moro and more that unquenchable ardor, that pene- 
veranee of which history gives »«> few examples. In concord with Southeriand, 
he facilitated him all that was necessary, flattering him with words of IriniffT* 
and hope. The conduct of Petion was so prudent and measured, that the 9pea- 
ish govemment found no occasion to make him the last complaint of infiingiag 
the neutrality. In spito of being aniínated with that bcneñcial and philanthrap' 
ical spirít, which we know, and which will always cali forth the respect of 
friends of mankind, as the claims were continual and presaing. Petion ceded 
to the severe duties of the m^gistracy ; and to prove to tbe govemment of SpoÍB. 
that that of Ilayti had taken no active part in the struggle of Coetafirme, ht 
ordered that all the vessels that conductevl cmigrants to ICai^garita and Ytat 
zuela should be scrupulously searclied by the cruisera of Haytí. This conflicl 
increased the diíficulties opposed to tbe Liberator in this second ezpeditioo; 
but by his skill aml geuius he overéame them. 

Anotber presented itself of still greater importance. 

On the 3d of July of this same year, thero had landed on the shofes of Iki 
Patapsco, in the roomy and safe bay of Baltimore, a young man called Dei 
Francisco Javier Mina, a stning champion of liberty in Spain, ** who hoped ti 
attain in the New World/^ says a Spanish narrator, ** under the fiavor of his di* 
merícal fame the encumbered post whicli was denied him in Spain." To tboe 
narrators, passionato íanatics of at>s<jlutÍ8m and tlie Holy Inquifdtion, aU üuiieii 
chimerícal, except that of Monteverde, Bovcüi, Morales, MoriUo and the re4ef 
their breed. Mina, a rcfugee in England, after having been defeated in Ini 
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attempt to le-establisb in the Península the Gonstítntion and the liberal prin- 
ciples abolished by Ferdinand, ^' carne to ofier bis sword and the influence of 
bis ñame to tbe cause of Mezican independence.^ Tbis cbief was actíre, yaliant, 
and was weU reoeived at Baltimore. Some articles elegantly wrítten in bis 
bonor can be read in tbe ifaryland Journal and Baltimore Advertiter. Finally, 
Mina succeeded in organizing an expedition at New Orleans, wbicb landed at 
Sota la Marina, tbe end of April, 1817. 

At tbe rumor of tbis undertaking, on wbicb so many persons wcre occupicd, 
and wbicb oflfored ricb booty, power and glory, all tbe persons wbom tbe cir- 
cumstances of tbe moment, and also tbeir generous convictions fillcd ¥ritb en- 
thusiasm for tbe independence of Spanisb America, assembled at Baltimore. 
Marsbal Qroucby and Generáis Brayer and Clausel were tbe first to ariiye. Tbey 
were folio wed by tbe sympatbetic and unfortunate Carrera, so ñill of energy and 
so entbusiastic for the gloríes of tbe New World, and tbcre also came tberc our 
Montilla, Aury and the Mexican Qeneral Toledo. 

IGna, wbo bad known in Europe tbe famous ñame of Bolívar, and wbo bad 
Batened witb fively admiration to tbe relation of bis valor, of bis actiyity and 
of bis talents, wrote inviting bim to join tbe undertaking, offeríng to serve under 
bis orders for tbe liberty of Venezuela, " afler be bad exterminated tbe opprcss- 
ive power in México.** And addcd in an clegant sentcnce tbat be wisbed to »ee 
and fpeak to him. Those dispatches were brougbt to Puerto Principe, wbcre 
the IJberator was residlng, by tbe navy ufficer, Felipe Estevez, wbo commanded 
tile ** Cóndor,'* and wbo bad offered bimself to place tbem in tbe bands of Bolívar 
aabedid. 

He also brougbt letters to tbe Liberator from General Carrera, írom Fatber 
Torres, from tbe celebrated Guerrero, and from otber cbiefe of tbe independent 
portíon of tbe nortb coast of Vera Cruz, generous misaives expressive of admira- 
tion and respect, in wbicb tbey offered General Bolívar bospitality, and to ac- 
knowledgo bim as commander-in-cbíef, witb tbe salary and distinction as sucb, 
adding tbat ailcrwards be could draw from México arms, soldiers and money to 
reBolve tbe problom of tbe reconquest of tbe liberty of Venezuela. 

From all sides tbe friends of liberty eagerly sougbt tbe assistance of Bolívar. 
An acknowledged tbat be was tbe ministcr of Providence for tbe redemption 
of the New World. 

Bat, in tbe mídst of sucb personal considerations (wbicb undoubtedly flattered 
tiie beart of tbe Liberator), the expedition of the ímpctuous guerrilla-chief of 
Navarra, prodigally supplied by the speculators of Baltimore, was being carríed 
OQt, many of those wbo promised tbeir co-operatíon to Bolívar for Venezuela 
preparing to proceed tbere. Large advances were made in New Orleans. Arms, 
i^iefa, munitions, men, etc., were sbipped, and promised favorably for Mina ; 
wbilst Bolívar, wítbout soldiers and money, did not reccive tbe least assistance 
eitber from tbe govemment or the citízens of tbe North American Union. On 
the contrary, wben be was lamentiug tbe índifference witb wbicb tbe struggle 
of Colombia was looked upon, be had to feel tho rude blow struck by President 
Madiflon, wbo by a proclamation prohíbitcd all arms and all belp in favor of 
tiie revolutionized couutries of America, and pressed by the Spanisb Ambassa- 
dor Don Luis de Onis, be demandad besides, in a speclal mcssage to Congress, 
laws to authorize bim to suppress the equipment of Colombían corsaírs.^ In 

• American State Papera, Vol. 4, p. 108. 
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thÍB position, offidally reñued the help of the only rapabüc of the . 
contínent (although BoIívmt had neyer solidted it), the aüention efllcacioiu^ 
called in &Tor of the ezpedition of Mina, which distoibed the minds of tha« 
joncd to the Liberator, thore was nothing left but to pernada tiieie and id- 
gently dctennine them to go to Costa Firme. 

The Liiberator, without loeing time, uiged his aolidtade ; he qpoke to ooe aod 
the other with the greatest grace, and manifest of good reaaons; and aa be had 
such a quick wit, with a few words he succeeded in captivating the willa of tiie 
greater part, thus restraining the progrees of that evil which ooald baje pn>- 
daced such lamentable resulta. 

By NoTember all was prepared and ready, and the libeimtor only awaited ihe 
best opportunity of settíng sail for Venezuela. 

During the absence of Bolívar in Hayti, the patriota had obtained aome ad- 
vantages. Piar succeeded in defeating Morales at Juncal^ betw o en Baieelona 
and Piritu : before MacGrcgor had routed Quero at Qu^rada-Honda^ and Gol- 
onel Rafad López at Alacrán. But frcquently there wcre diapotoa and rÍTaUei 
amongst the chie&. MacGregor, diagusted with the oondoct of Piar, depaited 
írom Costa Firme, to retum no more duríng the war of independence. Fiír 
became jealous of Monagas, and disuníesed him fíx>m his column, aa alao Colooél 
Parejo. Marino, regrctting tbesc rivalries, which weakened the army, aaw him- 
self forced to raise the sicge of Cumana, to retake Campano. Cedefio waa qpcv- 
ating in Guayana, but nothing was known of him. It was evident that a teoi 
of actiyity and intelligence was wanting in the country. The cana of a warn 
active and unequal were grave ; and ia their midst there was needed a BOpcrior 
authority, a magistrate full of influence and moral power, to whom all ¿OQld 
tribute their obedience. Arísmcndi waa the fírst who recognized the evil of te 
absence of Bolívar, and who more iaithfully hastened to suppreaa the anaidbj 
which already was l>eginuing to be dangerous, giving the supremo cbief a oom* 
píete satisíaction for the insult done to him, and urgently begging him to zetam 
to the bosom of the country. The letter of Arismendi is dated the 22d of 8ip- 
tember. It was brought by the citizcn Francisco Olivier, to whom the Marga- 
ritan general confidcd the mission of procceding to Hayti, placing at his lerfioe 
the sloop ^' Bruja," commanded by the officer José Maria GarciaL Uve di|i 
afterwards (the 27th), the chiefs of the army of the interior directed a letter to 
the Libcrátor, manifesting to him the feelings of submission and obedienoe, 
which animated them ; they begged him to retum to take the command, and to 
forget forover tJ^e deplorable $cenes of Ouiria, They commissioned the Quaitff' 
master-Genend Zea to place the document in the hands of Bolívar, the petítion* 
ing letter, and to tcstify to him that the army, the authorities and the mqoril| 
of the inhabitants of Costa Firme acknowledged his authority, and awore to joía 
and obey him. Zea conscntcd to the mission, and set sail írom Bazoelona in tbt 
schooner " Diann,*^ armed in war. 

When the niissive of Arismendi and the comndssioner of the chiefs of the annj 
of the interior, who bore the invitation of thesc, arriyed at Puerto Principe, Admi- 
ral Brion also anchored, who, on liis part, carne to convince the Liberator of fbe 
necessity of retuming to Venezuela to reconquer her liberty. They walked to- 
gether to the palace of Prcsident Petion, who sallied to receive them to the 
írou railing which adoms the beautitul avenuc of orange groves in £nont of the 
palace. The conversation was auimatcd. The Liberator showed Petion the lel- 
teiB he had rcceivcd, translating them into French, so that he might undeistaiid 
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them better. ** There stíU ezists a remnant of good patriota,'* Zea said to bim ; 
^ the coontry lires fcd by liope ; bat it needa a auperíor man, capable of conyeit- 
ing tbis bope into reality. Full of tbia tbougbt, tbe people and tbe army bave 
tomed tbeir ejea on General Boliyar— to the finí genias ofwar^ 

Tbe spiíit of sacrifice and love of coontry were alwaya tbe prominent yirtuea 
of tbe Liberator. Hia feeling soul, bis ardent imagination, drew bim to tbat 
grand ondcrtaking of freeing Colombia in q>ite of tbe obatacles and difficulties 
nf all daBBea oppoaed to ita accomplisbment Tbe inyitation of Arismendi, tbe 
preaence of bia fiíenda Zea and Brion, fonnd bim preparing a fleet; uilisting 
men ; gatberíng mnnitíons of war ; and bis zeal now more strengtbened, be linr- 
rícd the preparationa and resolved to saiL 

The Liberator wrote two lettera on tbe eve of bis departore, wbicb prore tho 
practícal knowledge be bad of tbe necessitiea of tbe conntry, tbe mültiplicity of 
bia ideas, and tbe respect be attríbuted to dyil order in tbe interior política] rule. 
The first was written to Dr. Pedro Qual, liying at tbat time in Pbiladelpbia. 
Aíler giying bim notice of the expedition, be adds : " The mercantile relations 
bctween Yeneiaela and tbe United States will be advantageoos to botb sides ; 
anua, monitions, nniforms, and eren yessels of war are articlea wbicb will at 
once conmiand a secare and profítable sale, sufficiently Incratiye for tbose who 
undertake spocnlations of tbis class in tbe United States. The ports of Cnmanú, 
Mafgarita and Barcelona, occupied by os, already offer safe points to go to, 
wbicb fiuálitate us tbe possession of tbose of Caracas and ber proyincc. The 
fi«qaent oonmicrce between tbe Americans of tbe Nortb, and tbe protection 
wbicb the govomment sball eztend to tbe honest foreigners who wisb to estab- 
liah themaelTes amongst us, will repair our depopulation and will gire us virtu- 
oua citizens. Diffuse tbese ideas amongst all tbe foreigners of probity, caosing 
them to see tbe advantages wbicb await them.'' 

The second letter was addressed to tbe Doacon Don José Cortes de Madariaga, 
wbo was at Jamaica witb Dr. Roscio, Juan Pablo Ayala, and Juan Paz del 
Castillo. My readers recollect tbat Montevert le in 1813 sent to Spain tbcse boncst 
patriota, witb irons on tbeir feet, for tbe only crimo of being indepcndent<^ 
Monteyerde used tbe ríght giyen to bim by tbe insulting yiolation of tbe capit- 
ulatíon effected in July of tbat ycar. Tbe leamed Madariaga and bis tbrco 
companions were imprisoncd at Ceuta, from wbence tbey managed to escape to 
Gibnütar, towards the end of Pebruary, 1814. Tbey were reclaimed by tbe 
GoTomor of Ceuta, iind wben tbey least tbought of it. General Campbell, wbo 
oommanded at Gibraltar, unjustly gaye them up to tbeir infamous oppressors. 
Our countrymen retumed to tbe príson of Ceuta, and suffered tbe borrors of tbe 
most bateñü persecution. They thcn raised tbeir yoice to the Prínce Regent of 
England, and also represented to tbe Parliament. The Prínce ordered Camp- 
bell to be remoyed, negotiated witb King Ferdinand Vil. for tbe surrender of 
the four fugitiycs who bad placed tbeir feet on the hospitable soil of England, 
and in September, 1815, Madariaga and bis companions retumed to Gibraltar, 
lestored to tbeir rígbts by English hospitality. From Gibraltar they went to 
Martba Brae in the frlgate-of-war ** Pitt,'' and were at Kingston at tbe beginning 
of 1816. 

The Liberator, wbo waa informed of tbis neyrs, wrote to them beforc leaying 
the Cayos, at the time of bis fírst expedition ; and knowing tbe actiyity, encrgy, 
tbe sacrífices and eminent yirtuea of tbose héroes, be inyited them anew to 
come to contribute to tbe liberty of Venezuela : 
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** Up to tbifl moment," he said to Sr. Cortes, ^ I haré been mtMe to 
my buBineds, becaiue obttacles are maltíplied when meaos are wantíng ; bat at 
least, I ieave with the hope of seeing you bood in the boaom of tbe ooimtiy, 
efíicacioualy co-operating for the constroction of the gnat edifioe ct onr n- 
pubüc. In yain will armA deetroy the tyranta, if we do not eatabUdí a po&y 
able to repair the deTastations of the reTolution. The militarj spíbem u that 
of forcé, and forcé ia no goyemment Thus, we need onr heroea who^ hafiof 
eflcaped on planks from the wreck of the reTolation, may lead na» amidst the 
breaken, to a harbor of salvation. You and yoor frienda, Roedo and CaetiDo^ 
T^ould defraud the republic if you should not tribute your Tiitoea and takati^ 
rcmaining iii an idleneás that would be yery prgndicial to the pablic caoHL" 

'' I conclude, supplicating yon to pleaee communicate this letter to yoor 
worthy companions of misfortunes and honor, whom I pray to ezcoia me froa 
T^rítuig to theni by cause of my occupations in such an uigent moment as ths 
presen t." 

Th¡H letter ia dated the 26th of Nnyember, but the expedition did not kan 
till the 2l8t of December, the yesáels of Bríon sailing from the small poit of 
Jacmcl, in whicli the Liberator embarked, and landed fortunatdy at Josa 
Griego the 28th of December. 

On this same day the rest of the expedition sailed finom the Cayoa, destiiiid 
to Costañrme, commanded by ViUaret, and was loaded with i^ great qnaDtítf 
of muuitions. 

Boliyar was accompanied by thrce aid-de-campe : Joeé Gabriel Pero, Cham- 
berlain* and Palacios; the two brothers PiAerez and some other nfagea 
from Venezuela, who wished to retum to their country to fight against the 
bcastly tymnts. 

Tlie expedition urriyed at Juan Griego, a port in Margarita, on the 28Üi of 
December, os has been said. 

Beforc landing, the Liberator caused the citizen José Maria Guerra to oooe 
on board, a pcnon in whom he placed the greatest confidence, a strong and 
able patríot : he held a lonpr conferencc with him ; he informed himself (^ aS 
that was going on, and aflcrwards they l>oth went ashore whére the goyencr 
of the island awuited them, who was, in the abaence of Aiismendi, Colonél 
Francisco Esteban Gomez.t 



* The yoimpr man Cliamberlain, whom the Liberator distingoished much finr Ui 
good qualitit'B, was a native of Jamaica, and had seryod in the Engüaharmyhefon 
bein;; uld-de-camp tí> Boliyar. His father at the time of the unhappy eyent of 
Ampstoy, in which tho Ufo of the Lilx»rator was in such X)eril, ahowed himself aa 
affectionate fríond of the Colombian hcro, and wished from that moment bis soa 
to accompany him, as if to gxLarantoe him from any such wiles. Chamberiidn disd 
at Barcelona in tho Casa Fuerte. 

f Along with tho dtizon Guerra, who was callod by the Liberator, there csm 
an oxcollont Marsfarítan patríot name<l Manuel Rodríflruox, who did not know BoB- 
yar, but who confídcd in hid military genius and his singular yirtuea. At tht 
ap]>n>ach of tho boat, the Liberator rccognizo<l Guerra, but he fixcd his aight oa 
the othor, who carne with him, a man of middle stature, strongly boilt, dark coki; 
and did not know him. Whon thoy camo on the dock. Rodrigues adyaneed, and 
without confusión, with afiUblo mannors and fluctuating yoice, and said to thf 
Liberator : ** My Ufe I where wore you, my Ufe ! what were you doing in tho» 
lands ? We lovc you greatly hcre, and cannot Uve without you. Do not Icayc ai 
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On the tame day the Liberator iMued a proclamation addreased to the Yene- 
soelaiiA. It Í8 not trae, that in it, as Restrepo asserta, the Bopreme cMef 
flxpoeed the motiyes wbich forced him to abandon the ezpedition at Ocumaro 
and the coast of Gniria. The Liberator was too political and diacreet to even 
hint at the idea of Boch lamentable erenta, in the moment of recondliation and 
liope. Marifio had written to him ; Arísmendi had called him ; Zea had taken 
the Yoice of the people of Venezuela ; all begged of him to forget the past. . . 
It waa not probable that a man so careful of the public weal as was Bolivar, 
■hoald awaken ideas which entertained discord, the ii^ory and ruin of the 
oountry. The people, he said, the generáis and the army by the means of 
General Ariamendi, have recalled me. Behold me, Venezuelans I I come at the 
head of a fourth expedition with the braye Admiral Bríon ; to serré you, not 
to oommand you.'* 

Tbis was the language that was pruper. This was that of the Liberator. 
He added añer: '* Venezuelans I you confided me the authority in the two 
last periods of the republic. You have forced me to aseen d the tribunal, and 
to fight in the field. I haye been unable to fulfill at one time such opposed 
offices. The country has suffered by the administration and by the war. Vio- 
toríous, I haye not been able to reach tlie fraits nf yictory, haying to attend 
to the carea of the goyernment Justice, policy and commerce haye suffered 
when I waa occupied in your defence. Thus an imperious necessity requires of 
you the immediate installation of Congreas, to take an account of my conduct, 
to admit the abdication of the authority I exercise, and form the political con- 
■titution wbich should rale you." 

'* Venezuelans I you haye been convoked by me since the month of May, to 
oonstitute the Legislatiye Body, without prescribing any restrictions, author- 
isLng you to choose the time and the placo. You have not done it ; the eyents 
of the war haye preyented it ; but now you should basten to effect it as circum- 
atances díctate it The conntry has been and will be frequently in orphonage, 
as long as the magistrate is a soldicr. The yiciRsitudes of war are so yarying 
and terrible that they scarcely can be foreseen, much less be eyaded. The 
transactions of the gOTernment require a more constant establishment. One 
same man cannot be moying and in repose at the same time. You, then, should 
diyide the functions of the public seryice among the many citizens who 
poflsess the virtues and the talents sufficicnt fbr the exercise of authority.'* 

** If those who were legally constituted by the representatives of the people 
in the first períod of the republic, should be liying free and amongst us, you 
ahould see them fill the dignities which were conferred on them ; but the most 
deplorable íatality depriyes us of the seryices of these functionaries. The 
greater portion are absent, many imprísoned, many dead, and otbcrs are traitors. 
Notwithstanding that their authority has finished, thcir functions haying ended, 
I would haye inyited them to continuo anew in the goyernment of the republic. 

again my Ufe I" . . . And saying this, ho tenderly embraoed the Liberator, who 
reoeived him with kindnees, and promised him that He would never more leaye 
Venezuela but die or Uve free in her. " But it is not me whom you and your good 
eompanions should loye," he said to him, " it is the country, which doos not oxist 
vmder slayeiy, and in which we serve, being usefnl, disintcrested, and behaved." 

The Liberator never lost any occasion to inspire good feelings, gcnerosity, the 
Bubmiasion to moral duties, the Christian virtues which are the light of civilization. 
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They do not appetr in the boMm of the libented oomitiy ; It k Ümí^ indb- 
pensable to replaoe them.'^ 

ii Venezuelans, ñame your depatíes tó CongreM. The idand of Haigaiita ii 
completely íree ; in it, yoor aseembliea ahall be nspected and defianded bj a 
people of héroes in yiitue, in ralor, and in patriotíom. ABsembte on thk 
aacred soil, open yoor seesions and organize yoonelTea at yoor wiU. The fait 
act of your ñmctions will be celebrated by the aooeptation of my reágaatioo. 

'^SnfOM Baurax. 

'' Headqoarten of the North of Margarita, Dec 28, 1816.** 

The Liberator aeeing the neceaelty of constitnting a gorenuiieDty whkk 
riiould be the focus from which ahould iasae the combinatíona of war, wiihed 
that an intelligent administration should repair at once, by Joat and propcr 
measureB, the ravageB cauBed by the royalista Ip the yeár which wae now 
cndlng, there had been nothing else but conflacation and teaia, fintxáty aad 
deeolation« Moxo at Caracas, Morillo at Bogotá, and their agenta in all partí, 
inspired by the genios of wickcdncBs and devastation, carried bordw and feír 
to the hearts of alL Confiscations, aocusatíons, assanlte, blood, the most ia- 
sapportable tyranny, such were the chronlcles of 1816. The royal aadieoot 
and the councll protested, on seyeral occasions, energetically, againat bo mu^ 
iniqnity, which eried to Ueaven for tengeanee ; but they didnot aooceed. Thoe 
was not a family that did not wcar monming. 

Times of Moxo, Morillo, Oropega, Aldama, Morales, of Chepito Ckxunlea! 

Horror I 

Moxo and Morillo issaed manifests aocusing each other redprocáDy. 

The King and the Cortes were informed of all ; but the arbitrarietíes and tiis 
spoliation liad been committed in America. . . to destroy Americana was ao 
crimel 

What hatred I how many barbarous acts of which eyen the hisioiy of ssf- 
ages has no example I* 

The goYemment of Madrid rewarded, however, by high dignities and decoor 
tíons the assassins and tyrants of America. 

Moxo received as a reward for bis rapacity and thirst for blood, the rank of 
field-marshiil and the rank of brevet captain-general ; iayoTB which he paV 
lished on the 6th of October I . . . 



* One stroke of the pen and ono fact only will I relate. The first I take froa 
Morillo hiznsclf. In liis proclamation of the 15th Noyember, 1816, adyiMng thB 
pooplo of America to submit to the king, said : " On the contrary, the most com- 
mon,. once the sword un^heathcd, is to fire the towns, put its Inhabitanta to thi 
sword, destroy the country, respect ncither sex ñor age, and finally to occnpy thi 
place of the peaceful laborer, and to ñnd instoad of his qoiet coatoms^ a férocioaf 
warrior, tho minister of the vengeanco of an irritated king I . . . It seems increí- 
ble that this shonld have been wrítten in tho nineteenth oentory ! The fiíct I wiQ 
take from the many commlttod by Don Joaquín Valdea» lieutenaat of the fim 
battalion of the regiment of Nunancia. He ordered a woman to be tied in tki 
squaro of the dty of Toro, and commanded one of her own sons to laah hia mothea 
The son resisted, and Valdez, placing himself behlnd, gaye him so many hlom 
with the sword that he died a little afterward. Iiet the leader jndge bow Uood|f 
despotism and barbarity rolod in tlüs unfortnnate America. 
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Don FAscual Enrile, chief of staff of the ezpeditionary army, Tviio did 
nothing else beñdes firing the passioiis and cnríching himself, receiyed the 
nmk of field-manhal, with which rank and the millions that he drcw from 
Yenezoela, and principaDy from New Granada, he went in this jear to the 
FenÍD8iila to enjoy at the Court the fruit of his labor / . . . 

Burile a«bted at masa the day before leaving. HypocriU ! What can God 
think of theae thieyesf Pizarro and Almagro, who carne to slaughter the 
ümocent of Pero, and to rob them of their gold and riches, also heard masa 
aaid to them by Hernando Lnqae, as if to blees the midertaking. 

^ I am nq^ aurprísed at the omnipotence of God," exclaimed a French bishop, 
it the time of the rerolntion, '* bat at hit patienoe I" 



OHAPTER XXII. 
1817. 

raí LIIBBATOR LANnS AT BARCVLOITA — BXCODXTBB AT CLABim — BB WatUn AT HCAIA 
rüBBTB" — HB U BBINrOBCBD BT M ARlfto — IVTBRTIBW WTTH BnMUDO — PBOJBCT Of 
BOLITAB TO rOBM A JÜNCTIOK WITH PIAB AT 017ATAXA — IKTBBBST OF DBFBirOIira BABO- 
LONA— TBB LIBBBATOR LBATBS FBBITBS AT BABCBLONA AKD OBDBBB TBB MABC* OF TBB 
BBMAININO FORCBS TO ANGOBTCRA— ALDAMA ATTACKS THR ''CASA FCBKTB "— «ACBIFICS OF 
FRSITBS— ATROCITIBS OF ALDABA— OOXDÜCT OF MABlItO— BXPBDITIOll OF CABTBBAC'-fW' 
OIQIOÜS COXSTAMCT OF BOUTAB. 

THE fíret of Janoary of the year 1817 shall be a memorable day in our b» 
tory ; bccause on it, Bolívar landed on the American contínent, neTcr man 
to abandon it 

The Llt)erator had fonnd Margarita freed by the efforta of Aiiamendi; b«t 
he did not find this chief od the cclcbrated scene of his bríUiant achierementi; 
because Arismendi, as soon as he had obtained the absolute independenceof tbe 
iaUnd, had crossed over to Barcelona with 400 men to assist the operatioiis of 
the war : an eztraction of troops which was only due to the inflnenoe of tíu^ 
leader over the Margaritas islandcrs, usually reluctant to lea^e their comitiy. 
This circumstance decided the Libcrator to proceed to Barcelona in p r e fea reac a . 

Both chiefs met there and embraced cach other. 

Venezuela felt the presence of her Liberator. The independcnce alreidj 
Beemed to be secure. VaUant chicflains salHed out from foresta and deiertí, 
anxious to fight undcr the orders of the hero ; and in such a manner was Üm 
anthority of the chief in the operationa of the war acknowledged, thai era 
the principal promoter of the mutiny of Guiria saw himaelf fozced to reoófi 
and obey him. " The best harmony reigns betwe^ myself and Marifio," BoÜ- 
yar wrote confídcntiaUy to his firiend Leandro Palacios. 

Happy we, if by that harmony, sincere on the part of Bolivor, tlie door had 
been forever closed on the paltry and insolent ríyalriea which prodnoed lo 
many eyils, even in later epochs I 

And now, what will the Ldberator do at Barcelona f What shall be his plaa 
to attain the indepcndencé of Venezuela ? Bolirar will renew in the Etist thi 
same prodigies which announced bis ñame in 1818 in the West. He will ttXQ^ 
gle miccasingly; he will persevere; adyantageoosly at times, unfintmiate it 
othcrs, disregarding the threats of the enemy ; he will reserve to hia oond«t 
the weight of the aífairs and all the risks of the undertaking ; be ahall encoo- 
age his firicnds, and that long campaign about to be opened on the ahortf of 
the Neveri, on the coast of tlie Caribbean Sea, shall end with the liberty of tk 
New World, far away at the Desaguadero and in the landa of the Potod, bf 
the immortal battle of Ayacucho I . . . 
(298) 
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I shan recaD ai thia place that tbe Liberator did not limit bis porpoBe to 
giying independeDce to Venexuela and New Granada; bat tbat be determined 
to pnrge the wbole of America of Spaniarda, and witb ibis resolutíon be wrote 
from Barcelona, having acarcely landed : " The troops of Urdaneta baye al- 
leady Joined thoee of Zaraza ; wben tbis army sball baye tbe arma it needa, 
mnd joina our forcea, tbere will be formed a maas of 10,000 men, witb wbom we 
will be able to marcb witbont impediment to Santa Vé and Pero, and libérate 
ihoee provincea from tbe yoke of tbe tyranta wbo oppreae tbem."* 

TbÍ8 appears an extravagance, nonconformable and nnproportionate witb tbe 
eircamatancea of af&irB ; and it ia no lesa tban tbe influence of destiny, afford- 
ing to tbe bero eminent and magnificent objecta, so tbat bis greatnesa may find 
new roads, and bis íame be more widely sprcad. 

On bis landing at Barcelona, tbe Liberator aaw bimself witb acarcely any 
troopa to command, aa be bad carríed orer yery few, and tbe army of tbe in- 
terior bad spread in all directions. Monagas, Zaraza, and Parejo operated on 
different pointa ; Piar and Cedeno tbreatened Guayana ; Marino waa at Cn- 
mana. Witb all tbe eíforta of tbe actiye and infinential General Pedro Mana 
Fieitea, only 800 men could be added to tbe 400 brougbt by Arismendi from 
Margarita. Boliyar intended to occnpy tbe yalleys of tbe proyince of Caracas, 
and to take tbe capital, wbere tbe installment of a Congress would be an eyent 
of great importance and interest He marcbed, tben (8tb of January), at tbe 
bead of tbosc troops, tbe greater portion recmits, and attacked tbe royalists in 
ihe intrencbments of ünare, opp Ate Clarines. Tbere existed tbere a body of 
650 men, commanded by tbe Spanisb captain Don Francisco Jiménez, wbom 
Torrente styles as *' most yaliant," and wbo was no more tban a snbaltem of 
Moralea. Jiménez resisted tbe attack and defeated Boliyar, wbo was forced to 
xetom to Barcelona witb yery few soldiers, and leaying in tbe power of tbe 
enemy munitions, muskets, and otber elementa of war. *^ Misfortune," justly 
obeeryes Restrepo, ** tben pursned tbe Liberator in all bis enterpiiaes, wbicb be 
oertainly undcrtook witbont tbe necessary resoorces and means. He confíded 
too mnc|i in tbe loye of independence, wbícb be supposed animated all tbe 
Yeneznclans. Fallacious bope at that epocb, wbicb was on the point of costing 
the Ufe of tbe snpreme chief ; if Proyidence bad not presenred bis precióos 
days, tbat be might fulfill tbe important acta wbicb he riionld ezecute in tbe 
benefít of tbe greater part of South America 1 

The cares of Boliyar were now limited to reorganizing bis forcea, and to 
Await witb tbis base the attack of tbe Spanisb cbie& ; an attack wbicb was 
•non to take place, as Moxo was pushing forward at Oritnco, the formation of 
A colnmn of 4,000 men, wbicb was confíded to the command of Brigadier Don 
Pascual Real, and yritb bim carne Morales and Aldama ; the first as chief of a 
diyision of infantry, the second at the bcad of anothcr of cayaliy. 

Many and actiye were the measurcs adopted by the supreme chief to recruit 
Boldiers ; bnt in spite of all, he could acarcely count upen 600 undisciplined men, 
-witb wbom be could not offer combat, but he resolved to rcsist in the conyent 
of tbe Franciscans of Barcelona, fortifíed and proyisioned as a point of de- 
fence. Tbis place, destined to the retirement of monks, waa not truly a " Casa 
Fuerte,*' for all tbat the Liberator may have styled it so ; only tbe most daring 
and rasb spirit could baye inclosed itself tbere to await the prompt attack of 

* Letter to Colonel Leandro Paladoe, 2á of January, 1817. 
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the ToyaKsto, wbo oould canse the toUü ncrifice tnd eactennioatioB of tk0 

patriotB. 

The royalist anny realized iU marcb with great npidity and appeuned befon 
Barcelona on tbe 8th of Febrnary, t&king possearion of the brídge and princi- 
pal square witb the greater part of tbeir forcea, increaaed, beñdea, with 1,900 
men írom Clarinea. 

On conceiTÍng the tbougbt of reaistíng in the Gasa Foerte, Boliw seccflaarOy 
relicd on the succors which could be ^ven bim by Mariflo and tibe other m- 
dependent chieía, and he bad immediately scnt tbe rab-cbief of the amiy of 
tbe Eabt, General Carlos Soublette, to Cnmana to aolicit belp from Maiifko. 
Marino was at bis beadquarters in tbe plaina of Cántaro, and acaroely bad be 
leceived tbe message, wben lie prepared to marcb to Barcelona to protect him. 
He assembled tbe principal ofScers of bis anny and pointed ont to tbem the 
eituation of tbe Liberator. ** We abonld not allow,^ be aaid to them, " that be 
sbould be tbe yictim of tbe ferocity of the enemies, wbo are abo onza; let m 
preparo to marcb to bis anccor.'' 

Gaevara, Valdes, Armario, manifested no repognance, bat Bermadei, wbo 
still barbored some batred, and he did not pardon the occaaion to anthoriae it 
aa a motive to disregard the aolicitade of Boliyar. 

Tbcn Marino, intemipting bim, ^^ I can acarcely betiero wbat yon My," he 
aaid ; '* tben we will abandon Boliyar in peril, and we sball allow the Tandali 
to triumpb oyer bim ? And sball Freites and Arismendi, and remaining fiiendi 
and patriota, wbo are with bim, periah ? Thu cannot be.*^ 

^ My generai^^^ replied Bermndez, reaolutely and witb an expnaadon of md»- 
finable sincerity, " I am ready to marcb.** 

Tbis scene depicts tnil j tbe beart of Marifio : noble, generóos, incapable of 
meanness . . . Tbe Liberator waa in danger ; be set ont on the apot to reacos 
him ... I know tbat he loved bim as a brotber, and bia remembrance ÍQkd 
bis aonl with gratitadc and ineffable joy. If Boliyar bad aeen himadf ia a 
tbonsand dangers, from a thoasand dangers would Marino haye aayed hhn, 
ezposing reaolutely bis life. He did not recall oíd disputes, and forgot all, aD, 
in tbe bosom of reconciliation. It is indeed deplorable that that aonl^ ao ñm- 
pie, so magnanimous and liberal ; snch noble sentiroenta ; snch m yaliant heait, 
so intrepid that be neyer knew wbat waa the abade of fear ; abonld aoller tbe 
injury of sclf-love and yanity, of the desire of ezcloaiye preferance which pe^ 
yerted and comipted all. 

The disposable forcé of Marino, which did not amonnt to more tfaan 1,900 
men, marched to Barcelona on the 2(Hh of January, a part by land, a pait by 
sea. Pozuelo being pointed out aa tbe rendezyous. Colonel Antonio Joaé Snoe 
remained, charged witb tbe conimand of the proyince of Comana ; the aame 
one wbo from tbia on we ahall bebold cover himaelf with immortal glory. 

MftgD» spet alten Roma. 

On tbe same day tbat Real arriyed at Barcelona, Bermudez alao anriyed al 
Pozuelos. This last waa informcd that the enemy bad opened their fire on the 
patriota of tbe Casa Fuerte, and witb that baughtineas proper to bia charactar 
and strength of mind, be sent a message to Real ordering him to retreat, ü 
Bermudez liad arriyed. Real rctreated to Juncal, and immediately to ClarioH, 
where be stationed bimsclf, to suffer scarcities and tbe greateat deaertion. 

Tbe forcea of Marino entered Barcelona, and Bermudez had the pleasore of 
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being ilie fint to seo BoUrar. This one sállied out to the other mde of the 
bridge, and oponing his vmñ to the proad Oamanian, he aaid, '^I come to em- 
hnce the liberacor of the Libentor." In effect, they cordially ombnced each 
other, and withoat speaking to eadi other for manj minntei, the tears shed 
bj both reprceented well how sincere and naeñil was that reconciliation. Finally, 
Bermudez broke the sUenoe, and exclaimod, aa if to reliere himself : ''Hüb- 

KAR FOB AmX&IOA UBBRATED I'^* 

Amongst the causea all^ged by Real to jnstify his retrograde moTement, that 
om which he laid most stress was the scarcity of proTÍsions/and want of si^pe- 
artUleiy. Bat, if well considered, the besieged shoold haye had greater scar- 
d^, and the royalists, cTen withoat aiege-artillery, conld have giren an assaolt 
at the point of the bayonet, and haré dedded by «me blow the campaign. 8o 
that we haye to condude, to say the tmth, that the ñame of Bermndez contrib- 
Qted its part, whoee message was aa laconic as it was eloqaent. 

Boliyar awaited, and desired that the enemy might retom to attack him al 
Barcelona. He foresaw the yictory ; bnt Real conld never pnt himsclf in ac- 
eotá with the chief of the fleet to obtain the siege-artillery which he reqnired 
(so cormpted and mismanaged was the senrice amongst some of the royalist 
bodies), and remained in inaction. 

All was the will of Proyidence to save Bolirar from the great perils he ran. 

The Liberator passed in Barcelona, in yain expectation, not only the rest of 
fhe month of Febmaiy, bnt also part of March. Meanwhile, proyisions were 
beooming scanty, the abonnding flelds haying been destroyed by the war, and, 
aboye all, the best opportnnity of operating in the interior was being lost, 
wbere yaríons x>atriot chie& maintained themselyes, if not with adyantage, at 
least with hope and moyement Impatient at this delay, which led to nothing 
jgood, Boliyar resolyed to leaye Barcelona, to remoye to Margarita the elementa 
of war which he wonld not reqoire for the first campaign, and to lead the troops 
to Qnayana, where Piar, more than eyer actiye and £artanate, harassed the 
fi^Mmiards dispnting the possession of tbe conntry. 

This plan was proper, and was receiyed with approbation by the principal 
chiefii of tho army. The different colnmns operating in Barcelona, Onmana and 
€hiayana, joined in one body ; the independent forcon would make themselyes 
lespectable, and they conld fear nothing firom the Spanish army always en- 
camped on the line of the ünare. It could eyen happen thlat a fortúnate snc- 
ceas wonld open Boliyar the way to the capital, abondant in resoorces, before 
Morillo and his bordes conld oocnpy it, and fix thcre a base of operationsj 
wbich, nntil then, did not exist If this shonld not happen, it was eyident that 
Goayana conld be occupied and the commnnication established by the Orinoco, 

* The Liberator fzom that moment thonght a great deal of Bermudez. His 
warlike qualitiee were eminent, and his heart was that of a child. How not loye 
that man, so patriotic, so braye and disinterested ; that man who was neyor known 
to vacillate in matter of valor, loye of country, and liberty I Always led astray by 
mn impatience which Is not easily excosed, and which I shall always condemn, 
withoat power to contain himself in reasonable terms, he falled to the respoct due 
to the Liberator, and indignantly oflbnded him, passing from personality to insalt, 
and ^m insolt to rade and criminal threats ; bat afterwards he washed oat this 
atain by abondant and sincere, heartfelt tears, and the Mendship of Bermodes waa 
trae. 
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with the indqMndentfl of Apure. The provinces of the east woold fixnn the rígkt 
of the line of operatíons, the Apure the left, and the dÍTÍfloi» of Zangm and 
Monagas would be cooBidcred as advanced bodiea against Paracas and Bar- 
celona. Thas, the aífairs of the war were taking an imposing feature. 

Unfortunately, the municipal aathorities of the dty opposed thb project, 
and encouraged by the Govemor Francisco Esteban Ribas, thej oílmd to ds- 
fend the city of Barcelona, which remained abandoned, ifthey woold oolyhaTi 
left the batallón ^ Barcelona,** and some arms and ammnnition. 

There was much patriotism in this pretensión, bat it was indiscrwt and an- 
military. The Liberator immediately opptised it, representing to Ribas (tile 
most pereistcnt in the idea of always occupying Barcelona), that thej dioold 
neccssarily regularíze the operations of the Taríons bodies which opermted in d»- 
tant localities, and to give unity and concert to those same operationa ; tiisl; 
above all, the first thing was to seek a base, and Barcelona was not it^ ñor coold 
be it. Guayana was called upen by its geographical position to beoome tíie 
base of ulterior combinations ; also, the dismemberment of the army wm 
absurd, that once distant, the división which was to maich to Gnajana, Ü» 
royalists would attack the Casa Fuerte, with all probabiHty of good ezit. 

These solid reasoDs did not produce the desired eflect of the persoadoo ; bot, 
on the contrary, the number of those who begged Bolivar with tean in tiiár 
eyes to leave Rome forcé in the city, was increased. 

The Li))erator then convokcd a council of war, and, snbmitted to debate the 
subjcct of the eracuation or preseryation of Barcelona. Aíter a lomg confereBoe, 
they agreed affirmatively to the second extreme. 

The Lit>erator condescended reluctantly ; and this weaknesa, bon ftom te 
drcumstances. cost the Uves of hundreds of confiding and inexpert men, who 
were hallucinated by the love of country. 

Bolívar was, I have nlready said many times, unflinchlng, bat he gmTe wiy 
on this ocoasion becausc he did not consider his authoríty yet well aecofed. 

With the.yicw of obviating as much as possible the erils he foreeaw, he kft 
the General Pedro María Freites with 400 soldiers as garrison, ordering him to 
endose himself in the Convent, or Casa Fuerte, to protect aome 800 poaoK 
more who had taken refuge there. The rest of the forcé (9,000 men) weie to 
march under the command of Marino, to Guayana. « 

A very satisfactory communication from Piar, which was at thmt moment át- 
liycred to Bolirar by the Colonel José Manuel Oli yares, Secretaij of Oedeflo, 
carne to excite more and more the purpose of taking Guayana. Piar aaid tiol 
he had obtained some adyantagcs, and it was not to be drmbted that, the atlack 
being strengthened and the operations better dispoaed, the ezit woold bt 
Buccessful. 

The Liberator took up his line of march at the break of day of the 29fik 
March, accompanícd by only fifteen ofHcers and a few orderliea. 

Thrce hours aftcrward», the troops of Marino marched out by columna. 

The rísks that General Boliyar ran in that long trayel are to bo aapposed; 
the country infestcd by guerrillas, and Aldama haying been notified by sa- 
tícipated adyices from Barcelona itselí^ informing him of the TOjage meditaled 
by the Liberator. Notwitlistanding, as this one had to ñilfill an importnt 
mission which was as yet uncompleted, no ball wounded him, no perQ fií^hl' 
ened him, no ambush found him unprepared. No one could aozpriae bnn 
Destiny, or, speaking in Christian scnse, Proyidence protected him. At Qoii- 
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mAze, a qK>t fíill of bnunblea and pita, the Colonel Par^o, who was in adrance 
diBooyered a hostile ambuah; he gaye notice and diamounted. Bolirar, wbo 
waa following, did the same and in a load yoicc, he began to gire orden, 
conunanding attacks on the right and left; the fire of the escort correspond- 
ing to the yoice of order ; and the enemiea, who belieyedthe forces to be great- 
er, retreated, leaying the road dndistorbed. The guerrillas of Quiamare wero 
led by a negro namcd Jesús Alemán, who entered the town of San Mateo a 
litüe afler the passing through it, of the Liberator. When he was informed of 
the small escort which accompanied him, he refused to belieTe it, and to this 
árcumstance was owing, perhaps, that he did pursue him. 

The Liberator arriyed at the Orinoco, and crossed it at the head of the island of 
Bemabela in a canoe, given him by the commandant Don Pantaleon Guzman. 
He met Piíir in the yicinity of Angostura, which place this general was beñeg- 
ing. He was confirmed in tho idea of fixing the base of operations at Guayana, 
and he letumed to Chaparro (17th April), resolved to bring into this province 
the park of Barcelona, and to increase the forces of Piar with those he had left 
under the command of Marífio and Freites. 

The plan was the assault of Angostura. 

Bolivar met at Palmita, near Chaparro, the columna of Bermudez and Valdes. 
He was thero informed of tbe unfortunate news of the loss of Barcelona, the 
yery important one of the defection of Marífto, who had openly disobeyed his 
oommands, marching to Cariaco. 

By consequence of the retreat of the Brigadier Real upon the Uñare, and hia 
following inaction, the Captain-General Moxo dismissed him firom the com- 
mand, qualifying him as unahley and confcrred it on the Colonel D. Juan Al- 
dama. This new chioftain, wishing to accredit himself^ moved immediately liis 
troops against Barcelona, and pressed the siege of the Casa Fuerte, in which, 
nnfortunately, Freites had shut himself up. A multitude of all sexes and ages 
took rcfuge in it, fleeing (rom the outrages and cruelties oY the Spaniarda. Be- 
hind parapets the soldiers of Aldama erected their batteríes, at about a thou- 
•and yarda distant fhim the fa^ade of the Conyent, ñonting on tbe east, and 
began to open a breach. The republicans resi»ted with desperate brayery. 
Freites and Ribas, calm, active, íull of fire, resolved to sacrifice themselvee to 
aaye their brethren, performed miracles of valor, but the odds and the artillery 
finally triumphed. The ferocious soldiers of the wicked Aldama gave no quar- 
tera. They massacred ncarly 700 soldiers, nnd more than 800 oíd men, women 
•nd children. Many persons took rcñige in the Church, but even thero, in that 
facred asylum, they were assassinated without pity. Blood was shed even in the 
aanctuary. Only four women were preserved by Aldama to satiate his baseness. 
He ordored fifty invalids to be massacred in the hospital ; and he sent Ribas 
•nd Freites in a dying state to Caracas, where they were hung by Moxo. What 
desolation I What a dreadful sacrifice I 

The good citizens of Barcelona had no remembrance of any such a grcat dis- 
aster. Blood flowod tluough the streets, and the fragments of the human body 
imconsumed by the fire, scrved as a grateful repast to tho dogs and other ani- 
máis. It would not be believed if I should wríte as it really was. The most 
ingenious malice cannot invent the atrocities and crimes which were com- 
mittod by Aldama and his soldiers. The church became a house of lascivious- 
neas. and dead bodies served as the jeera, the insensible forms being the scene 
of base infamiea. 
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The ñame of the Oolonel Don Jüajt ALT>AifA ihonld pan to poeterity, ao tliat 
with that of Borea, Morillo, Boaete, Moralea, Antananitaa, Lona and otheiBi ifc 
may be covercd with the most hateñü execratíon.^ 

My readera, will allow me before going any ftiither in my rdatioa of hútorical 
eyenta, to tum again oor attention to the army of Marino, and to aak with na- 
aon why he did not fly to the reseñe of the beaieged ? What waa he doing that 
he conld not go to saye ao many patriota, an entire popnlatlon threatened witii 
death by the moat cruel of thoee who came with the expedition t Bolivar, h is 
tme, had giren the order of march ; bnt it waa not to be in&ned fiom thia that 
he ahould negloct Barcelona to the point of abandoning her to her own i»> 
aourcea, and thia when the army waa only a fcw daya* maich distant, and it wai 
eaay for him to help. What happened then that tibe General-in-chief ahould 
behave in thia strange and tmly inezcoaable mannerf 

Tho troops of Marino could well haye (as they were only a ahort dittanpa 
from Barcelona) come to the help of Freites and tiie nnhappy beinga who wcn 
inclosed in the Casa Fnerte. Marino leceired diapatch npon dispatch fron 
Freites, who advised of his sitnation, and solicited with nigent prayeía to aoooor; 
bnt in those moments the soeds of disunion, £ed by the army, were being deral- 
oped, and therefore all concerted and generóos moyement waa made imponbkL 
Marino, whose achievementa were of extraordinaiy merit, oyen in that time whea 
prowesses were common, yaliant and a soldier by character and conatitutian, ve- 
fosed to serve in the East ander the orders of the liberator, and he dreamt of 
retnming to Cuman& at the head of the troops which he had brought from tho» 
to opérate independcntly. Seyeral chiefs and officers warmed his pmposei; 
but Soublette, Arismendi, Bermndez and Yaldea oppoeed them. That begia- 
ning of insubordination and anarchy naturally cansed graye diaordera, becaose 
the followers of Marino spread the sinister ramor that the Libcratxir had beon 
mordered by a guerrilla on the road of Ouayana, news that waa belied by ad- 
yioes of Monagas, sa^^ng that he had passed by 8ta Ana safe and aonnd. And 
aa Marino wished to gire a new organization to the forcea he conunandod, Be^ 
mudez and Valdes opposed themselyes to the nomination of the chief of greña* 
diera and the guard of honor of the general-in-chief, the scandal of the dispute 
going to such an extreme of these taking arma to sustain their oppoaitioB. ÍX 
is unnecesaary to say that, in the warmth of these purposcs there waa nothii^ 
else than thd Tcry-same purposes, and whcn Marino waa dispoaed to coonler 
march to the resene of Freites, it was too late. The officer Badmundo Freika^ 
brother of the unfortunate Pedro, with a few other fugitiyea, appeared to «j, 
that Barcelona no longer existed, and the banner of Castile floated oyer her ruina 

Ambition, then, that galling egotistical passion, waa the cauae of the aban- 
donment of those noble patriota, martyrs of liberty, who paid with their blood 
the immoderate desires of the chief of the republican forcea. 

* In the catastrophe of the " Casa Fuerte " of Barcelona, that yonng- Eaglii^ 
man, Chamberlain, who so dccisivolT followed onr cauae, waa aleo bíuried. To efvAe 
falling a prlsoner to the royalists, and being opp rcsoe d by Aldama^ he abot himidf 
with a piítto]. His wife, Eulalia Buroa, was taken priaoner by a Spanish oOor 
who wished to carees her, and afterwarda forcé her to íbrget the memorT of Ur 
husband ; but she drew a pistol and shot the Spaniard, leaving him dead at hv 
feet I . . . She waa on the spot cut to pieces by the royal aoldiery, who lefl htfa 
mangled maas. . . 
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It íB strangB, that amongst ihe generala who accompanied Mariflo in hia fatal 
diaobedienoe, shoold be numbered Urdaneta ; and let other historíans say wbat 
they will, it ia the tnith, tbat not only did that chief not reñíae the command of 
fhe diviaion which Marino offered him, bnt that when the separation waa carríed 
ont, he went along with him to Cariaco. Marino openly oppoaed the ordcra of 
the Liberator : he diWded tiie army and gaye the fatal example of diaobedience. 
Uidaneta continned to obey him I 

Ariamendi, Annarío, Bermudez, and Yaldca aeparated from Marino, and 
letnraed to Chaparro to await the orders of Botivar. 

At Palmita, aa haa already been aaid, near Chaparro, the Liberator met the 
división who remained fitithñil to him. The aorrow cauaed'him by the news of 
the losa of Barcelona, and the aurpriae produced to him by the defection of 
Marino, cannot be deacribed. ** üntil when,*'. he ezclaimed, '' ahall General 
Marino continae to torment os with hia pretensión of command ? Doea he 
not conaider the enl he inflicta on the coontry by that thirst which nothing 
quenchea V^ 

The forcea that were at Palmito ascended to little more than 500 men ; with 
th^pi the Liberator took ap hia march to the Orinoco, leaving Monagaa and a 
§ew other aabalterna at different points on the plains to harass the enemy. 

The rainy aeason, that had already set in, caused the fording of the Orinoco to 
be difficult, which waa at last ezecuted in amall canoea, during the 25th and 
. 25th of April, two leagues above the mouth of the river Pao. 

Barcelona destroyed, Marino aeparated in defection, the glory of the republic 
withered, the towna aacked and almost deyoid of aubsistence, Bolívar should 
Btill find in hia great effort, resourcea capable to resist the coming of the evils 
wfaich were being prepared against Venezuela. Morillo had retumcd from the 
kingdom of Santa F6, to extermínate the elements of the independence by the 
■trength of hia operations and the considerable forcé of his armies. He fortifíed 
the town of San Femando, he levied new troops to replace the vacancies, lie 
ordered General Latorre to embark in the Apure for Angostura with the bat- 
talion Cachiri and dctachments of other bodies, and he himself set out to Cha- 
pairo to join the army commanded tbere by Aldama. In the ezecution of this 
great disposition, he received news that an expedition from Spain had arrived 
at the fort'of Cumana (21st of May), under the ordera of the General Don José 
Canterac with the battalion Burgos, two of Navarro, a squadron of lancera, an- 
oiher of riflemen, and a company of artillery, with the forcé of 2,600 men. 
Canterac ahould assiat Morillo in Coata Firme, and proceed immediately to 
Pera by Panamá. " The probabilitiea of victory were thua increaaed," writea a 
Spaniah author, ^^ fix>m the moment that Morillo aaw himaelf reinforced by thia 
brilliant diviaion, and fix>m the moment that he counted upon the active co- 
opcration of auch a brave chief, whoae distingubhed opinión, attained in the 
mur against the ñrat soldiera of the world, waa the moat aolid guarantec that he 
shoold confirm in thia new theatre, that the ahield of his birth waa to be lesa 
brilliant than personal virtuea.'* 

Notwithatanding, nothing of all thia could disturb the Liberator ; ñor the 
lapid progresa of anch ardent enemiea. '' We will conquer them,** he alwaya 
wtádj " and wc ahall give liberty to America." 

And it happened thua. 

He conquered Morillo in Colombia ; Canterac in Pera. 

Torrente qualifíea Bolívar aa " daring and indomitable, magniñcent, with all the 
20 
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Bliades of abeurdity, religíoos withoat the least ñgn of Christiao ^btne, a trar- 
ríor more by ímpetus than by reflection.'* Let thls royalist writer say what be 
picases, contemporaríes named Bolívar Liberatob ; a títle sapeiior to all 
tbose conferred on buman príde ; poeteríty, ín bymns of gratitude, wiU cali 
hím tbe scmi-god of America. 

An absurd and tbougbtlcss warríor cannot conquer: be cannot destroy expe- 
dítíons on ezpeditions ; be cannot break tbe brazen cbain wbích onited two 
worlds, ñor raise altars to líberty, wbere tbere aro only deserta left by tbe áespo- 
tism of tbree centuries I 

To elévate to tbe rank of natíons, on tbís síde of tbe Atlantic, tbe innumerable 
people wbo tríbutcd to tbe crown of Spain tbe bomage of obedience and bazn- 
ble vassalage, it was necessary tbat Bolívar sbould be tbe remarkable ministcr 
of tbe ctemal decrees. Notwitbstanding, tbis bero, wbo tbrew on bis sboulden 
tbe weigbt of an entire world ; tbe one elected firom etemity to preside the 
great movcment of tbe American revolution ; be, wbose banda Ood armed with 
tbe ligbtning of powcr, and on wbose brow be wrote tbe titles of bis destiny, ís 
tbe same one wbom tbe royali^}t writers mock and scoff at ! Insensatea ! The 
words of Diaz and Torrente are stupidities : tbe works of Bolívar are the g)(Hj 
of America I tbe líberty of many míllions of men ! tbe definitÍTe tiinmph itf 
principies ovcr tbe oíd scbool of ígnorance and despotism I 



CHAPTER XXIII. 
1816. 

TU UBBRATOR WA8 KOT THB ADTHOR OF THB MÜBDBB OF THB MONKS OF CABOXI — BB 
CB08SBS THB OBINOCO AND JOIHB PIAB— LBTTBB8 OF BOUT.VB IN FBONT OF ANGOSTURA — 
HB I8SUBS AT SAN FBLIX THB DBCBBB ÜPON '* C0UNCIL3 OF X^AB'*— FBAR8 OF AKARCHT — 
BUK OF CASACOBINA— WONDBRFUL DABING OF ANTONIO DÍAZ— THB TAKING OF GUAYAN A — 
MORILLO AT MARGARITA — IMPONDBEABLB VALOB OF THB MAR9ARITAN8 — BZBCDTION OF 
PIAB— INSTITÜTION OF THB CODNCIL OF 8TATB— OCCDPATION8 OF THB LIBBRATOR. 

BASED on the vulgar and slanderíng accusations of Diaz, and other royaliat 
wríters, Montenegro wrote that " the Liberator had heen the indirect 
canse of the assassination of missionaries assembled in the conyent of Camache, 
not in yirtue of any express order to kill them, but the improdence of having 
exclaimed, when informad of their arrest : why haré they not killed them f 
" which expressions," he adds, " were snfficient to encoorage the hatred pro- 
fessed against them by the aborigines, and for which, afterwards, Bolívar him- 
Belf was Borry for having spoken in thoae terms." 

Baralt, who wrote later on hia history, repeats the same tale, copying from 
Montenegro. 

One and the other suppose that the death of the fathers took place ailcr the 
fírst interviews of Bolívar with Piar at Guayana. 

Torrente has also paínted the doleful picture of the morder of the misfdon- 
arles of Caroni in the most gloomy colors, and this inexorable man, who woold 
bave with pleasore thrown the responsibility on the Liberator, does not even 
mention his ñame, complying in this with justice ; he blames Piar, and affirms 
that the ezecutors were " the savage negroes of Goarico and Santo Domingo, 
who came in the secón d ezpedition fix>m JacmeL 

li is worthy of notice, that the most constant and sanguinaiy enemy of Boli- 
Tar does not impute to him an act which is brought forth to the world to 
aceuse him of it, by his fiiends Montenegro and Baralt I will say frankly, 
these gentlemen, the first above all, wrote on foreign authority, what he heard 
from the enemies when he fought amongst them ; without regarding that the 
ear is the second door of truth, and the principal one of lie. He received the 
news of the events at a distance, and always painted in the colors of the hate- 
fnl passion. So that it is not strange that he should have written false imput»- 
tions, which the Spaniards themselves do not repeat. 

Neither did the Liberator ever pronounce the indiscreet ezpression quoted by 
Montenegro, ñor was he ever sorry for having uttered it Piar grave no order 
to murder Catalán Monks of Caroni, ñor were they the negroes of Hayti (as 

(807) 
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there were none in the campaign of the Orinoco) wbo kiUed them, ñor did tfae 
act take place at tbe date which ia g^yen to it. 

And thus b history written I . . . 

Since the end of the year 1816, Piar had operated succeasñillj in the pror- 
ince of Guayana, and in the middle of January, 1817, he had arrired before 
Angostura. He attcmpted^ unsuccessfully, an asaaolt againat the city, and n- 
tumed to his quartcrs, unable to repeat it 

Bo considerable was his losa I 

It then cntered his mind to occupy the yast missiona of Camni, abnndant in 
cattle, horses, and othcr articles which he would need and of which the enemy 
provided themselves. He then marched without delay, with part of his army; 
and in spite of some redistance he took, little by little, the celebrated cstablish- 
ments of the Catalán monks. Piar entered the town of Upata the 17th Febril- 
ary, and immediately assemblcd in the convent of Caniache (not Camache) 
twenty-two missionaries, wbo were spread through the towns, depriying them 
of all influencc and administratiye functions. On this the Indiana, who deqpised 
to death these priests, supported the side of the indcpendenta, and enlisted in 
our ranks. 

Piar knew eyery day more and more the importance of the tenitory of Carooi; 
the warehouse and granary of the necessary proyisions, and he determined to ¡«e- 
serye it at all rísks. This fundamental reason gaye place to the gloríous combat 
of San Félix ; a brílliant yictory, which had the happiest resalta for our caose. 
On that bloody day more than 500 royalists died, and the brigadier himad^ 
Don Miguel de Latorre, chief of the Spanish forcea, owed his Ufe to the ob- 
Bcurity of the night and the swiñness of his horae. Amongst tbe prisonen 
were coimted sevcnty-five chie£3 and officers, includiug the Goyemor Ceniti; 
and allowing himself to be led off by the \'indictiye irrítation yrith which the 
patriota and Spaniards were animatcd, Piar ordered 800 European prísonera to be 
killed, only pardoning the creóles. The booty of arms, ammunition, unifonu, 
and eyen money, placed Piar and his army in a state which they neyer had ex- 
perienced. 

On the sccond of May Boliyar joincd the forcea he met at Chapano with 
those of Piar ; and the monks of Caroni still liyed I 

Morillo also succeeded in forming a junction with Aldama at Chapairo, and 
passed in reyiew 6,000 men. Upon which the forcea of Cánteme, of whom we 
haye spoken, arríycd, and two coryettes of war, the " Descubierta " and tba 
»* Diamante.'' 

The Liberator was operating against Angostura ; and he feared (and hefeaied 
with reasoQ) that the enemy would attack him on the rear. , 

In a situation so full of perils, it seemed prudent to the chief of atmfi^ Qea- 
eral Carlos Soublette, to romoye all the guardcd Capuchina in Camache to íb 
interior town of the missions, named Diyina Pastora, a remoyal to be executed 
in case of an attack from the royalists. 

He ordered it so, and in this there was nothing reprehensible. 

But the passions of those times closed the gatea of pity and recoiidliatiflB, 
and when least authorízed, more fíery was their Ímpetus. The two office» to 
whose charge were confided the rcligious Capuchina kiUed them, giying te 
execution to the yery Indiana who hated them ao much. 

When this news arriyed to the ears of the Liberator, he inatantly wrote a kl- 
ter to Piar, conceiyed in the moat energetic terma, requixing him to aooouat Sor 
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thi8 ftct The Colonel Pedro Bricefio Méndez was at tliat time Secretary of 
Piar, and it was him who wrote, denying the impatation inyolyed in tbe words 
of Boliyar. Piar regretted the event, and said to the Liberator that measores 
would be taken to judge the anthors of the death of the priests. 

Montenegro, and thoae who have followed him, haye not read^ certaíniy, the 
interesting docnment, which is in page 297 of volume XVIII. of the ** Docu- 
menta relative to the Public Life of the Liberator.'^ It is an official reply of the 
Biahop of Popayan, the Right Reverend D. Salvador Jiménez. The slanderer 
Obando, having written from Timbio, accosing B')liyar of the death of the 
Capuchina of Ouayana, whom he called ** Carthusians,^* tbe Right Reverend 
Jiménez replied, " that far from it being Boliyar who had ordered the exocu- 
tion of the Capuchina, he had seyerely reproyed that act, sending bis aid-de- 
camp Freites to inform General Piar, Colonel Jacinto Lara and bis aid, Monzón, 
who were the authors of this terrible scene, that they would lose all the opinión 
of Venezuela." 

And now that thcse gentlemen have not wished to rcad such an important 
document, they could have spoken cycn ten minutes with Freites, who still 
liyes, a venerable oíd man, defender of the truth and honor, as he was before 
that of the independence of bis country ; brother of the illustríous General 
Freites, and inseparable companion of Boliyar, as he was at that cpoch hia 
aid-de-camp. Thus they could haye known the truth, and haye eyaded a false 
accusation against innocence. 

The document of the Bishop Jiménez, published in the gazettes of 1828, and 
afterwards collected amongst the " documenta relatiye to the Ufe of the Libera- 
tor," indispensably came to the ears of Lara and Monzón, who did not ñor could 
not contradiet it ; and will it be just to charge the Liberator with the rcsponsi- 
bility of actH which he never authorized, and which, on the contrary, he ener- 
getically reproyed ? 

The story of Montenegro somewhat resembles the unhappy eyent of St 
Thomas of Canterbury, who was assassinatcd by some fanática because they 
heard the King Henry n. of England, who said spitcfully : " Amoog all my 
knights and nobles haye I not one who would ríd me of this shayeling ?" But 
history is not a fabulous narration, ñor is it written, searching similar designa 
which in reality have ncyer existed. If it is the witness of times and the 
measenger of antiquity, it is necessary that it should impart seyerely to each 
one bis rcward or punishment, bis praise or censure. No one, howeyer great he 
may be, should escape the responsibility before the terrible judgment of history ; 
but we do not exact the obligatíon of excusing himself, to whom the imputa- 
tion of the act which is inyestigated is not ascribed. 

The military and politícal eyents were massed in such an abundant epoch, 
impeded the merited chastisement of the culpable ; and this circumstance, ac- 
cording to Restrepo, is " a misfortune for the honor of the Liberator." It would 
haye been so, undoubtedly, in another time in which legal authority was more 
respected and the passions less excited, that the sentences of justice could have 
been fulfilled. To express weU an upright and proper judgment, it is neces- 
sary to place ourselyes in imagination in the position of the affairs which are 
being jndged ; to know the degree of the exaltation of the minds, the reigning 

thought, the particular circumstances or conditions of tbe moment The 

liberator did not excuse the excesses of the delinquent will, but on the contrary 
he inquired into the case, reproying it with the purpose of punishing it. Why 
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then has it to be a stain for bis honor, tbat it shoold remain impnmahed, if tbe 
■wift current of eyents Bcattored the meo, created new acddentB, the minda preoo- 
cupied by diverse afiairs? Necessity discnlpates that remiañoiiy which waa 
more on occount of the time, than in the aentence. 

The tnith of this unhappy episode being proTed, it waa coiuásteiit to mote 
again the broken thread of the events. 

The Liberator, with akill and great daiing, crossed the Orinoco with theaimj 
aboye the moath of the Pao, as has beca said. But in that point there was do 
road, and it wa» necessary to cut onc through the dense forest, in which the 
troops adyanced in proportion, that before the road was being opened. Witb- 
out proyisioDs, prcssed by hunger, they cooked horse-meat for food» when hap- 
pily, the Colonel Tomas Montilla arriyed with succors sent by Har. They 
followed the right bank of the riyer Aro iintil they joined the troops of Piar, 
who was pressing the siege of Angostura. 

The junction took place at 9 oY'lock on the moming of the 2d of May ; and Bo- 
liyar was solemnly acknowlcdgcd as supreme chief of the Republic of Venerada. 

The happy thought of conducting the independent forcea on the otber áát 
of the Orinoco sayed them froin the destruction of Morillo, who, with a superior 
army, would liaye crushed them. Now in the yast foresta of Guayana, caosing 
the cry of liberty to re-echo, they shall giye the Republic a base of operatíona» 
which the royalists will never succeed in destroying. 

Whilst the Libcrator was thus planning the fuundations of the gOTéminent 
under the authority of a solé maglstrate, fully empowcred, such as was conyeni- 
ent in those moments of action and unión, Marino, who was at Cariaco, actedina 
scandalous farce, which gaye the meosure of the most absurd eztrayagancesw 

The act happened íq this manner : 

About the middle of April, Deacon D. José Cortés de Madariaga suddenly 
appcared at Campano, cscaped from the prisons of Ceuta, as we already know. 
Without any knowledge of what had transpired duríng his captiyity, this fiery 
man belieyed that affairs werc in the same state as when he had left Veneiuela 
against his will. He issued a manifestó, in which, prescinding ñx)ni the state 
of war in which the country was plungcd, and from the threats of Morillo, he 
recommended the formation of a reprcsentatiye goyemment, emanated from 
national election, and proscribcd the militory authoritics which the rcTolntíonhad 
formed, as pemicious clements of dcspotism. He afterwards proceeded to Cariaco, 
and put himself in accord with Marino ; always siding with noyelties, and erea 
found support (who would belieye it ? ) in men like Zea, the lawyer Diego & 
ürbancja, Brion, and others of sound judgment and quiet reasoning. In con» 
quence of uuch warm sugges^ons of Cortes, Marino conyoked a congresa, whi^ 
was inaugurated the 8th of May at San Felipe de Cariaco, and which waa com- 
poscd of only ten members, as ouly a few towns and yillages bad exerdsedthe 
right of sufírage. In presence of this dimínutive congress (thus was the fioce 
named), presided oycr by the 8r. Francisco Jayier Maíz, our Marino appeaiedia 
uniform and said : 

** Citizcns I Ncyer had I ezpcricnced the satisfaction equal to that I fed in 
this moment on beholding you assembled to treat on the mensures most effica- 
cious to aíñrm the salyation of the countr>', in the critical political cÍTCunL«(taix« 
which haye induced our illustrious countryman, D. José Cortés Madariaga, 
to assume the supreme command. In hb ñame, thon, I bave the honor to ad- 
drosB you as second in command." 
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After a few politícal reflectíons, wanting in aeriousness as tbe forcgüing exor- 
dinm, Madariaga, who was not a man to conaent any one to speak in bis ñame, 
Bpoke and said : '' Animated by sentíments of ñiendsbip, and adhesión towards 
tbe Venezuclans and tbeir noble countrymen, particolarly fdnce 1812, 1 sball 
paas in silence tbe series of catastrophies wbicb bavc carríed off so many illus- 
trious persons of all ages and sexes, who by tbeir services bad contríbuted to 
tbe greatness of tbe coantry, and who baye perisbed in tbe war maintained 
against us by tbe enemies of tbe Repnblic. Bnt, informed in my painful cap- 
tivity tbat tbe moment bad arrived wben America should ríse in all dignity, to 
proclaim ber rights to tbe face of tbe world, I bastened to retum to tbis soil, to 
communicate to my countrymen tbe conrictions tbat cause me to bope tbat tbo 
independence of Venezuela will be secured during tbe pr^sent year, and 
strengtbened by respectable exterior relations, wortby of tbis procious portion 
of tbe globe. I abstain, fix>m motives of delicacy, to make certain reflections of 
great importance, wbicb I have already communicated in my last correspond- 
ence to tbe Supreme Cbief of tbe Republic, to General Marífio, and to tbe Ad- 
miral Luis Brion, wbo are now prsHent. In conclusión, I recommond anew tbe 
imperious necessity of tbe establishment of a regular gOTemment/^ *** 

Witb tbis object in view, Mariao resigned ttie rank of^ and bad tbe gay idea 
of formally resigning in tbe ñame of tbe Liberator Simón Bolivar ; '^ it being of 
no valué to bim wbetber tbis one would or not approve or reprove bis conduct" 

Tbe lUtU Congrea» acccptcd tbe resignations, and beiieving itself to be invest- 
ed witb tbe national faculties, it named for tbe performance of tbe executive 
power tbe General Femando Toro (wbo bad retired to Trinidad), tbe Colonel 
Francisco Javier 3Iaiz, and General Simón Bolivar. As supplients were elected, 
2«ea, Cortes Madaríaga and tbe Colonel Diego Vallenilla ; notiiying tbat Zea and 
Hadaríaga were to enter immediately into office in tbe absenco of Toro and 
Bolivar. Other nominations were also made in tbe judicial brancb ; it appointed 
the dty of Asunción, in Margarita, as tbe provisional capital of tbe llepublic « 
the cmployees were swom, and it was dissolved tbe following day (9tb of May). 
Tbe enemy was approacbing. 

Before a^ouming, and as if in recompense of tbe sacrifice made by Marino, 
in resigning tbe rank of second in command of the army, be was named by tbe 
Congress as Superior Cbief of tbe arms. 

My readers will clearly perceive tbat tbis bad not tbe least sbade of duration 
or trutb. Tbe objects of tbe promoters of tbe Congress bad been, not to recog- 
nize Bolivar ; but Bolivar was tbe independence, and to disown bim, was equiv- 
elent to abandoning all bope of liberty. Besides wbicb, Bolivar was a man of 
Bacb gigantic mind ; a composition of such diverso elemente ; tbere were in bim 
80 many virtues, so mucb greatness, and so mucb moderation, so mucb genius 
and so mucb strengtb ; be bad leamed or divined so many tbings in tbe inter- 
course of men, and in tbe management of añairs, tbat be was all in war and all 
in policy. Notbing could be done witbout bim ; tbus, tben, tbo íarce of tbo 
Congress bad no result, and very soon tbe insignificant measures of Cariaco were 
forgotten. Notwitbstanding tbis, Marino sent a conmiunication to ürdanetn, 
who was commanding at Cumanacoa some forcee, soliciting bis acknowledg- 
ment of tbe measures of tbe Congress ; but Urdaneta refused it. Tbe ^me was 
dono by tbe Major Gerónimo Sucre, and botb witb tbe Major Francisco Portero, 

♦ American State Papers, Vol. IV., p. 177. 
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the Colond Antonio Sacre and thirty office» more, not only leñued to a& 
knowledge Marífio as Oeneralmimo^ but they marched away to Onayasa to 
join Bolívar, in spite of the entrcaties of this one, and bis endeaT(»s to dii- 
Buade tbem from their purpose, and oblige them to remain. 

On bis part, tbe Liberator disowned, as he should, the aaoembly of Cariaco; 
and Morillo, wbo, instead of marcbing against Ooayana, bad adoptad tbe absoíd 
idea of setting out against Cumana and Margarita, completed by bis presenoi 
tbe dissolution of tbese fíunes of discord and anarcby. Brion receired orda 
from tbe Liberator to penétrate witb bis fleet into tbe Orinoco, and be bastcned 
to fulfíll tbcm, notwitbstanding baying bcen, by weakness, amember of the Cob- 
gress; carrying, in order to reduce Ouayana, tbe only tbing needed by Bolinr; 
tbat is to say, tbe fleet. 

Cortes Madariaga bimself, the turbulent contriyer of tbis íaice, did not remain 
on tbe continent, and by NoTeml)er be was already at Kingston, Jamaica, fiom 
wbence be intended to go to Cbili, bis country, according to a letter be wralB 
to tbe General Bernardo O^Higgins, and wbich can be read amongst tbe doco- 
ments of tbe biograpby of tbat illustríous general ; but tbis royage wss not 
realized. 

From La Mesa, in front of Ahgostora, tbe Liberator wrote to the relogeeiof 
tbe Antilles (tbe middle of May), ^' tbe arríval of tbe Admiral witb bis fleet to 
tbe moutbs of tbe Orinoco will soon place in our power tbo two Gnayinas, 
wbich I bad resolved to assault, and wbich attack I have suspended, becaue by 
tbis assistance, we are ccrtain to triumpb at once by land and sea.'' And com- 
municating tbem news of importance to encourage their hopea, be infonsed 
tbem tbat tbe Generáis Zaraza and Monagas were barassing tbe enemy by la^ 
priscs and bostilities in the provinces of Barcelona and Caracas, and tbat tbe 
situation was bettcring daily, in spite of reverses. General MariAo," be coo- 
tinued, *^ has a brilliant anny at Cumaná. The victory obtained by Genenl 
Piar at San Félix is tbe mosst brilliant success as yet reached by our arma in Ven- 
ezuela. Now, more than cver, sbould wo confide in fortune, now tbat we hsTe 
begun tbe rcstoration of Venezuela by wbere we sbould, by tbe Orinoco and by 
tbe Plains.'' 

Tbis letter is rcmarkable in more tban one respect 

Tbe Liberator speaks entbusiastically of tbe glories of Piar. Tbe innata ap- 
rigbtnet» of bis mind did not pcnnit bim to fall to tbe imperfections and vioesof 
paltry envy, ñor to the anxieties and jealousies of conmion rivalry. He speaks of 
tbe brilliant army of Marino, as if it was undcr bis orders. Tbis i^prudence. 
So early bad the ligbts of tbe soul began in Bolívar, tbat as yet young, be mani- 
ÜBsted tbe ñrst fruits of discretion, and was accrodited for bis reflection and 
solidity ! Tbe defection of Marino was a pasaing freak, a false step, wbich waa 
not wortby of notice. Bolívar knew tbat a mistaken resolution docs not induce 
obligation, and be boped tbe Eastem cbieflain would retum on bis steps froa 
tbe moment he would discover tbe error of bis undertaking. 

During tbese days our gunboats, under tbe command of Colonel Armario, siff- 
prised tbe naval dock of tbe island of Fajardo, taking a gunboat, a aloop, twt> 
Bcbooners, twenty-seven cannon and otber warlike effecta, and tbo Liberator be- 
came more and more convinced that tht matt imporVmt operation wa» ths pcmeh 
iion of the river^ by íchieh the oecupation of the ttDO Guayanoi wm i^fallib¡&, 

He tbus wrote to General Soublette. 

On tbe 27tb of May he set out from Son Miguel, for Oíd Guayana, witb tbe 
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TJew of cMefbllT mmÍTing ihe íxt* »»i lo «« wbi: operatic^i codi be ander- 
tikeiL **I luTc noc deseraúsed." ae vtjCc to xke s»=;c i:lú<C whom w* haré 
Jut naiced, "^if I «hjil nunn r»p: iZ j :o U^u or t!iese h^^^UAnvr&. to Ie*d 
flie inny in penon : in iny nuaner. roí shoiild ail be rwk It. a¿ ii* al*out to 

On tfae 30th be occnpie^i new jx^ico::*. ia orier lo MockA^le the fortí* of Oíd 
Ouyuift, and alwai-s in ezptctadon of Brioa. to whom he diiwte^l the mosi 
ngent ippeaU,he fixed hi* bealiiAnen \i Sin Ftlix. Th'x» he Urt bUnkaiieil 
the abore-mentioned forts, IIU riírüt, c-03ip<>9eil in gwater part of cavalrT, be- 
neged jlngostozm; his centre occupied San Miin^el and Caioxii. 

At Sal Félix the Liberator i&<Tied the íkmous ilecree of " Coumúls of War,' 
fimg tb« manner of diM^irerini; and n-johnnir militarr caso* (Tth of June). 
This ordioance was neceMarr, to t's>ta)>li?h a )¿vnenil onlor of jud&xmcnt tliat 
Bhoold be obaerred in all the annie* and earrisons of the n'publio, and sh^ ihnt 
tfae crímin»! military caaes should be decided in a brief and simple manner. 
With it ceaied the arbitraríety of prívate case*, the diverae ways and strango 
•nd illegal proceeding^. 

The Liberator recommended in the last artiole that the judgmentrt Ahould bo 
lendered as brief as possible. icithout iufrin'jing on this account on thffornmHtif 
that mal-e themjiuL Such an atlvice secms at flrst view unneceiwary ; but it ¡a 
•Iways fniitful, from the very momcnt that fonnalities are conhidiTcd as tho 
goarantees of truth, the positive base of jnstice, and the great barrior againrit tho 
■rfoitraríety of the judge. 

At San Félix the Liberator rereived a Icttor from Rríon, notifying liini of his 
departure from Pampatar on the Slst of May, with the fleet of Iiíh coiiimiind aml 
the flying sr^uadron led by the bravc Man^rítan Antonio Diaz, and that ho 
woald post himself at Ouarapiche. With this and the newH tliat Morillo wiia 
maiching against Margarita, he do(licate<l hiinrtelf to activato th« opcratlonii, to 
libérate Guayana liefore tho rutum of tho Spaniardrt from that ¡Hland. 

On fulfilling thcse pi^remptory lal>ors hobcheld himMílf in thn fi(!V«;n) niM-iMMity 
of quenching the fíre whicii evi-ry monient was iHÚng ignited by tho Hpiirkrt of 
anarchy coming from Cumaná. Tlio evcnt of Caríaí:o found Hympathy In Piar 
and othcr chiof^ who longed for alMoluto rommand aml imm(:<Jiat': progreM. 
Arismendi endcavorcd to colloct riome oífícerH of high mnk to fonn aiiotliiír gov- 
emment, in contraposition to that residing at Margarita. Imjxilliid t;y a gi¡n<*r< 
3118 purpose, this chief couM ha ve pcrhaps produr:ed vaift evil«, dividing thu 
repablic in two partics. The L¡l>erator vrrotií ¡mmerliatirly to Cif'nvrul IVdw 
Bricefio Méndez, who was the He^.-rctary of Piar, iiaying to him that he hü<J \nyt:u 
Informed by second hand.^ what wa» going on. ^^Thene are follif:H Ut him: «ji>." 
le added : ^^ and why such a change i The aniiy ot/<ryii un'. ; M'/uagiAit, ÍO/jm« 
ind Zaraza esteem and hold me as a m¡ra/:Ie of fortune for the n'pubiii-. AíW 
iiÍ8,and eren now,each one will l>el¡eve hímb<:lf tr/have rtgiit t/> \as *j/uiUiJUifU:r- 
n-chief. ETerj onc has a ri^rht and deiúre U) rjjmiwtuá ; aiid a* ú ttUnjw tt by 
listory. there has not I.^;n íii th<; world an ele«.líon lua/k- by bf>ldiere, whi'.h him 
lot bet.*n decided with Hrni% aud at the «:o»t of ti» w:h \AimA. lU:{iri^iUl ihu t/j 
?íñT; and if it i« not suffiaent we luay await fríghtAil evil» #/f aJJ rliubtnA.' 

Fortunately affiun theo went no íarther, thaiik« t/> the «ueiuy. wL^/t^ tbreals 
xacted ación on om pan, and the a^^boJujle rvm*Mm*jtuM¡ai *A' «il jyuMÚ'jtni «m^ 
asbüesfi. 
TLe Li>xTatcir kitov'jug tU great taleut* of ArúwMsudJ, hinV^tli dif tJmai> £m Haív 
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comitiy, bis actiye and indiutrioiis genius, he confided to him the oonBtradioo 
of batteríes, and the oiganizfttion of the flying sqnadrons which were to han» 
the Spaniards on the riyer, and to join the fleet of Brion. With only a for 
ahipwrights and ordinary carpentere, surmounting all the difficQltiei ofibred bj 
the want of necessary elementa, they were able to lannch three or foor gonbMtiy 
which were commandcd by Captain Rodríguez. 

Bríon appeared in the Orinoco. 

The Liberator crdered the small vesBels he had armed in war to jffooeedto 
join the fleet of the Admiral. The operation was hazardoua, becaose oor goa- 
boata, built &r np the ríver, were to pase through the midst of the boetile íleet 
which blockaded the Orinoco. Nine yessels paased on the night <^ the 2d of 
July (nnscen), but two were forced to retum, the Spaniards now being alarmed. 
The royalist fleet, which was superior, pursued ours, which was foroed to take 
lefuge in the bayoa of Casacoima on the right bank of the riyer. 

The Liberator with forethought had caused a detachment to maich oat to 
assist the yessels in case thcy were attacked, and not satisñed with that, he went 
in pcrson to await the result (4th of July). The enemy, belng infonned, or 
guessing the purpose of Boliyar, had landed on their part a little aboye tbe 
mouth of the Cano, ezecuting their operation without being noticed, and bj 
this the detachment was balked in the rear. Boliyar was with Gknerals Ant- 
mcndi, Pedro León Torres, Soublette, Jacinto Lara, Bricefio Méndez, and oüwr 
chiefs, at some distance' from the army, and it was natural that the Spaniards 
should meet them bcfore this. The surpríse was great, as much as imniíuot 
the peril. They only saw the enemy when they fired on them. León Torres 
and two others had time and presence of mind to mount their horses and 
escape. Boliyar and the others, confused, threw themselves into a creek, hiding 
in an arm of the Orinoco. They sayed themselyes there, certainly miracalooslf, 
the enemy being able to fímsh with them, hunting them like dacks. Some 
flhots madc by our soldiers, on hearing those of the enemy, detained them ; tbej 
re-embarked, haying obtained no other result than that of putting in jeoptrdy 
the liyes of our chiefs. 

It is related that the Liberator belieyed it to be so impossible to escape, that be 
arríycd to the extreme of disengaging his throat and preparing a knife to kül 
himself before ñdling into the hands of the enemy. 

It could haye been so, and besides, Restrepo affirms it Notwithstanding the 
only two witnesses whom I haye been able to consult, Gknerals Carlos Soabiette 
. and Miguel Arismendi, aid-de-camp to the Liberator, do not remember «ich 
. a thing, ñor do they consider it proper of the great soul of Boliyar. 

Imparidam feríent ruinae ! 

Be it what it may, it is unquestionable that the imprudence with which the 
Liberator risked his Ufe, without taking proper precautions, and as if by a boy 
ish inexperiencc, could haye been of fatal results for him and for the repoblic 
In thesc small actions of war, or partial encounters, on which, says Polybiu, 
cannot depend the fate of the war, the one in commond should always be dia- 
tant. Ilaimibal seems to me in all manner a perfect leader, adds the historian; 
but that in which he should be most admired is that, during so many years of 
war and through so many diyerse circumstances, he succeeded, by his ability in 
partial encounters, to cause the enemy to fall in his wiles, and this one couli not 
jnake him fall in 8<^many and great ñeld battles. This precaution is wisdom. 
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As long as tbe chief is safe, and oq foot, althougb thc whole army maj haye 
perished, fortune can stíll offer a thousand occasions to repair the rains of this 
or thst disaster. Bat when he íklls, the army rcmains like a shíp without a 
pilot ; and eren should accident cause the soldicrs to triumph, such a yictory 
woold be of little importance, as tbe hopes of eacb are placed in tbe chief'*' 

Fruitleas were tbe moyements of Boliyar on that day, because, fínally, the 
Spanish fleet, penetrating tbe caño of Casacoima, took our gunboats, tbe crews 
escsping to tbe shore. 

The Liberator pasaed tbe night with bis companions on the lake near to tlie 
spot wbere be bad nearly met an ingloríous death. Unperturbcd by the fatality 
by which be bad just been tbreatcned, he spoke to tbem entbusiastically nnd full 
of ínspiration on bis ñiture campaigns, whícb should libérate Cuñdinamarca and 
Quito, and that afterwards proceediag to Peni, to tbe land of tbe sun be should 
carry triumpbantly to the Potosí, the banner of redemption. Sucb ideas which 
constituted tbe base of the holy mission with which Boliyar felt bimsclf in- 
vested, seemed then the pbantasies of a diseascd imagination, and so extraya- 
gant, that Captain Martel, who was listcning, said to another of the compan- 
ions, " It is now that we are lost. The Liberator is raying." 

With tbe loss of oui gunboats, therc did not remain a single one of the ycssels 
which Boliyar bad caused to be built, and on tbe construction of which Aris- 
mendi bad displayed so much care I but Brion was on the Orinoco with fíye 
brígs and two scbooners under bis immediate orders, and fiye gunboats led by 
Diaz, and which were scouring tbe cano of Macares. It bappened then, that as 
tbe Spaniards were seeking our flying squadrons with sixteen gunboats, thcy 
surprísed two near the nayy yard of Vieja Guayana, and fayored by tbe wind 
and the strong currcnt of tbe riyer, they succeeded in capturing tbem, putting 
the whole crew to death, with the ezception of a few who managed to saye 
themselyes miraculously. Antonio Díaz, on bcing informed of the disaster, 
sougbt the enemy with the tbree small yessels he bad remaining, and full of 
audacity, boarding now one, now the other, ezecuting prodigies of yalor, and 
killing pitilessly all who fell into bis bands, he recoyered bis two gunboats, took 
two more from the enemy, and sunk fíye otbcrs. The royalists fled, and their 
loss would haye been complete if Diaz could haye pursued tbem. 

A gloríous combat I wbose success amazed the enemy, and in which tbe 3Iar- 
garitan Diaz displayed a yalor which can scarcely be belieyed I 

Tbe nayigation of tbe Orinoco was opcn. Brion, with bis yessels, ascended to 
Casacoima, wbere Boliyar went to meet him. YffiBt joy I what a moment of 
indescribable joy I That fortúnate eyent secured the prompt result of the siege 
of Angostura. 

To protect tbe fleet, which was still inferior to the royalist, the Liberator or- 
dered a fort to be erected, which he named Brion, Captain Pasioni, as enginecr, 
directed it, under tbe orders of Arismendi. All the carpenters, blacksiniths, 
fomaces, and other necessary objects, were collected, and the work went on with 
iucb actiyity that soon batteries capable of defending the point were raised. 

Tbe letters which in those days the Lil^erator wrote to General Soublette from 
Casacoima, reyeal bis foretbought and the great care he showed to the Icast 
thing. Orders to place the cattlo in the mountain by the road of Altagracia, if 
tbe enemy threatened to tako tbem ; orders to confíscate all tbe waz for the 

♦ Pdybius, Book X., 88. 
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fieet ; orders to coUcct nayy and artillery office»; to jadge Uenteiiaiit De&in>> 
neau for crímes against military obedience ; to amellorate the aerríce of tk 
Indiana of Puga; to poreue the deserted blacksmiths; orden to occopy Únt 
forta and to take the akina necesaary for the wool which was wanting for Út 
aervice of the artillery ; orden to aalt the meat, and to procnre beasta of bnrden; 
to continué the labon on the dock at San MigneL And thía : bofldíng t» 
seis I erecting fortsl besieging the citj of Angostura! daring the SpanUí 
power! 

What a wonderñil and yaloable mind is that of the man to whom ia gma tiie 
power to apply ín all hia undertakings, even in the moat aerere permitted to 
human nature, a capacity superior to bis purpose ! 

The newB of the prcaence of Britm in the Orinoco, and the loaa of the comba 
of Pagallaa, determined the Spanish General Miguel de Latorre to eracoate ti» 
city of Angostura and the forts of Oíd Guayana. 

After the victory of San Félix, which waa so deciaive for the patriota, Hie wj- 
aliat chief flew precipitately to inclosc himself in the city of Angostura, whidí 
rules the Orinoco. He relied, perhaps, on land reinforcementa, which he did not r- 
ceive, to maintain himself; and awaiting them in rain, he aniTed to the dq;iee d 
bcing forced to eat the most filthy animáis. At last, convinced of the nahow 
of hoUling'out any longer, he evacuated the city on the 17th of July, 1817, 
going with Gk>yemor Don Lorenzo Fitzgerald, the public officen, the ganison, 
and a few persona addicted to the cause of the king, to the British ialand of 
Granada.* 

Bermudez, who directed the siege, cnteied the capital of Guayana, and he wm 
the fint who within her walls gave the cry of, Í7ra la Independencia ! 

The Spaniarda lost by Guayana the most imi)ortant military positíon of Ven- 
ezuela, including Calabozo and San Carlos. The Liberator reputed this achiere 
ment aa the most fortúnate for the patriots. ** This proyince,'* be wrote to tbe 
Marquis of Toro, at Trinidad, ** is a main point : rery proper to be defended, 
and more yet to offend. We take the rear of the enemy írom bere to Santa Fé, 
and we possesa an immcnse territory on one and the other shore of the Orinoco, 
Apure, Meta and Arauca. Besides, we poseess cattle and horsea ; and aa now 
for the present the struggle is reduced to the maíntainment of tbe toritoiy.aDd 
to prolong the campaign, he who succeeds the most in thia adyantage shall be 
the victor." 

These words are worthy of remark, because they give the meaaure of tbe «• 
gacity and military penpicacity of the Liberator. 

About this time Morillo was dashing bis numerous and warlike bordea agaioit 
indomitable Margarita, and he dashed them in vain I 

Boliyar aearched a base of military operations for the exerdae of hia waiÜke 
Tirtues, and the fulfíllment of the grand acts which liberated America. MoriDo, 
rude, persiating in error, because he had began to err, he aecored oonatancy to 

* The behavior of the laat govemor of Guayana, Don Lorenxo Fltsgerald, wat 
humane and gentlemanly, and on acooimt of thia he deeenred the oider givea bf 
Admiral Brion, on the 9th of July , ao that, in caae he should &U priaoner, he shoold 
be treated " with the oonaideration dae to a republican chief" Always» on tU 
oGcaaiona, our forefathen manifeeted liberality and nobleneaa, emt in tboee 
very daya when war waa moet cruel, and when the Spaniah chieft and offioeía ga^e 
moro motiree for retaliation. 
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Mm to contínne, and he lost in an island the flower of liis anny, bclng forced 
ñaally to abandon it, neyer to retum I 

Margarita was the toml) of that brílliant aruiy of the ezpedltion. The hrave 
idanders, deadly encmicH of Spanísb tyrannyf and dctcrmined to live in frccdom 
in thcír New Sparta, fought with amazing impctuosity. Morillo rcpnscnk'd 
them to the king as ^* giants, fighting like tigers, and thn>wing themst'lvos tx-fore 
the fin* and the bayonct with a couragc of which there is no cxample ainongét 
tbe be«t troops of the woríd ! * 

He aent to Madrid the original of the reply lie received from Gener.il Fran- 
daco E!«tel>an Janez, when he had intimated to him the surrender of the island, 
and ended ¡n aaying to the king : May your Majesty judge ! t 

Blind with fury, Morillo, wishing to chastisc so much bravery, was prcparing 
toioTolre the island in horrible plans of dcvastiition and ruin, when he n'riáved 
tbe newa of the occnpation of Ouayana by Bolívar, taking possession of tlu' rapi- 
tal evac*uated by La Torre and Fitz-Gerald. On the sumo day the Cu¡)tain-Gi*n- 
cfil of Tarat'as, Don Juan Bautista Pardo, communicated the progresst s inade 
by fA/ ¡h^urgrnt* in all t/ir^rf /íj/w, and the sltuation of aífair« was ri'pn-scntcd to 
Morillo as so critical that he immediately prepared to retum to the ioiitincnt. 
Qe gave onlers to Aldaina to leave Barcelona, massacring fírst sevcral iiid'tvíd- 
nab who had sheitcrcd thcmselves un<ler hid p:irdou (which was a feasl for Alda- 
ma); he destroyedthe fortíílcationsof Juan Griego, he executinl frightful atroci- 
tica, añil carne to La Guayra with his forcea and su'ven hundnnl woundi<l. Al- 
l«a«]y on lx>ard he ordered to be killed some pernons pardoned, whost* n\vs had 
be«n aiuurefl to them by Montenegro. The Spanish scliooners *' Morillo'' and 
••FelKÍdaíP were the placea of ezecution for those unfortunate Iwings, wlio»e 
crímc woñ to be Americans and to lo ve ¡ndependence. 

Tbe c<*cupation of Angostura by the patriota gave great uneasincs.-? to Morillo. 
Then\ he said, B^jlivar ¡s preparing himself for an undertaking of grtat nioiuent 
and rp*ult. The Liberator had said, th^ reMonition of Vcncznfht ; an»l ¡t could 
be in tlTci-t. If 8o many misfortunes, so many dcfeats, were insuflicient to cause 
the indcp4!ndents to slacken in their purposes, what will ¡t l>e now, ma>t<r« of 
Ouayana, covcreíl with laurels at-San Félix, fortunately constant af Margarita, 
TÍcion at Apure ? 



* Soe the Gacotas of Ma<lrí<l, the ond of January, 1818. 

f A» I have not until now norn thw r»-|»ly of nur General Gómez publi^hiMl, I 
prodooe it herc, with nion* pleasurc an I ronMilcr it wurthy of being plaroil with 
tbe mnst prerlous d(x:uments of our cr)untr}'*H hintory. 

•To Hia ExrtflIencT General D. Pablo Morillo : 

* Tb<» Spartant of Colombia have Been with wonder the unhopod-fir parl«\v T. 
B. baa sent them. 

** Tbe Spartana of Colombia are not frightenwi by the prmenca nf tht* formidable 
•mj ander tbe order of Y. K. 

* Tbe Spartana of Colombia will fi^ht until death ; and if Y. K. «tiould U* the 
fletar, be will ooly be majttcr of the ashiti and moarnful veiitifriM h>ft of our (^^m- 
AUM7 and Talor. By thiM your tyrannical ambitiun sliall bo eatisfio«i. but ni'wr 
bj mUatf tbe defenderá of New Sparta. 

** FIIA5CIB00 E6T£BAX ÜoMKZ. 

"Secretarr: JosK Makia GrERU.v. 
"Undqoartert of Aaunciun, July 31tt, 1817.** 
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ünfortmiately, the Libcrator, who had jnst opened bis sool to joy, receÍTiiig 
the íiivors of fortune, had also at the aame time to lament its bíttemeaB, seeing 
himself in the cruel necessity to arrest the progreases of a rebellion, attenqyted 
bj Piar, and which tbreatened to plunge the republic in all kinda of erila. 

The absurd meaaures of the Congrees of Cariaco, as I haye alrcadj aaid, foond 
Bympathies at Guayana. Piar, a leader full of vanity, who could Dot tolenta 
any chief, ñor that Bolivar himself should command him, beheid them wiüi 
pleasure. He imagined that he could obtain from Marifto the sapreme command 
of the army of Guayana. His recent yictories on the banks of the Juncal, and 
at San Feliz, whcre he showed himself to be as brare as he was skillñil, gwelkd 
his pride, and he bcgan to imagine that he was capable of the direction of the 
war and the suprcme ezercise of the authority. Bolirar, who esteemed his merit, 
notwit))dtanding that he knew the haughtiness of his character, and his irritable 
Tanity, ascended him to Gkncral-in-chief, and treated him as a friend. Wbea 
the farcc of Cariaco took place, he spoke to him with detentíon, and with that 
treasure of reasons, some more urgent than othere, which the Liberator alwiji 
had at hand. Piar came to San Félix, the monument of his glory, where the 
Liberator had his headquarters, and seemingly in agreement he retired ; but in 
connivance with other chicfs, he cndeavored to gain some OTcr, so that a comidl 
should \*c cstablis)ied at Guayana which would limit the supreme authority <ji 
Bolivar, and he ezprcsscd disrcspectftil and double-meaning words, which re- 
vealcd tlic secrct uneasiness that devoured him. Bolivar wrote to him in & 
fnendly spirít, and with his usual ability he caused^such a project to be hoshed, 
only giving him to understand that he was aware of it A fíew advices ind 
reprohfínsions were sufRcient to diFsipato that cloud. But Piar, weak-mindcd, 
and alrcady too far on the road of ambition, closed his ears to all purpose of 
obedicncc and discipline, and as the fortune of the suprcme chief was a tortnrs 
to the 1)ad fecling which possessed him, he resolved to lea ve the army andto 
p\ot rosolutely to destroy the Liberator, and with him the republic He pre- 
tended to be sick, and solicited pressingly a permit to go to cure himself ont- 
pide of the territory. He said first to Curacao, his country ; aflerwards to Ba^ 
badrx's or Trinidad. Bolivar rcñised him, either because he thought Piar to be 
necessary to the amiy, or because, ad>nsed of his secret disgust, he should not 
wisli to increase it, giving him pretexts to complain of ingratitude or disservice. 
At tbe time that Piar fdgned his sicknes*», and was doing all in his power to 
obtain tlie permission of leaving the army, he complained of the Liberator; be 
fluffered impatiently bis authority, and cxcited the jealousies of Marino, of Ber- 
mudez, of Arismcndi and others, saying that their important services were not 
properly appreciated, because tliey wouoded the self-pride of Bolivar. He, 
fínally fatigued by the endeavors of Piar to obtain his departure, gavc to him, 
against his will, on the 8(Hli of June, at San Mtguel, the solicited permit, nam- 
ing General Bermudez to rcplace him. 

Hardly had Piar obtained his permit than he left,but not for Trinidad, ñor to 
Curacao, es he had said, but to the town of Upata, where he began to devdop 
liis treacherous projects. He spoke ignominiously of the Liberator, purporting 
to ruin his credit, calling him a coward and nmhithus ; he promoted división 
amongst the chiefs, naming some ^ fince,*^ and others " ser& *^ (jthcse last natonllf 
were subordínate to the authority of Bolivar) ; he cxcited the soldiers to disobe- 
dience, and, what is worse, he revivcd in the army the rivalry of colo^ inflam- 
ing unqucnchable hatred betwecn the races. At the occupation of AngosAní 
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Fitr went there, and each time more initated and blind ; he interested the self- 
pxide of Bennndez ; he wrote to Taríoos colored chie&, indacing them to disown 
the aathority of Bolívar, and to estahlUh the RepuhlU offree and equal men^ tohieh 
tkii ons hated, all in accordance to the atrocioos and absurd plan he had conceiyod. 

It ia certam, that if the free popolatíon and the army had been leas fírm in 
their ideaa, they wonld perhaps have been ungrateñil to tbeir Liberator ; but 
Bofivar now inspired so much reapect and admiration, that the confused under- 
táking of Piar could obtain the approbatíon of none. The obedience to Boli- 
Tar was a worship. 

The Liberator, informed of what was going on, did not wish, notwithstand- 
ing, to appear to nnderstand the subyersire plots of Piar, and he wrote to him 
amicably, calling him to occupy his rank in the army. 

Piar did not reply, continuing in his criminal work. 

Then the Liberator ordered Gkneral Bermudez to intímate to him the ordor 
to present himself at Casacoima (headqoarters), and in case of disobedíence, to 
remit him under safe arrcst ; and he wrote to General Soublette to notify the 
oommandants of the roads of Caruachi along that line, to watch the conduct of 
Piar, and to impede him from taking any other dírection which did not lead to 
the headquarters. 

Piar, on knowing this, escapcd to Maturin. He there communicatcd with 
Marifio ; he contínued in his intrigues, and began to collect soldiers to resist. 

The sitoatíon was rendered extremely perilous by the audacity and pride of 
Kar, and by the delicate springs he had touchod to gain proselytes. " Har 
was a strong and audacious man,^' wrítes Baralt ; '* he was irrítated, and he med- 
Itated to use arms of a destmctíye nature. Men eqoally ambitious and restless, 
equally ignorant and untamablc, eqoally hostlle to all restraint and discipline, 
ooald well have, carried away by the example, the fame of the chief and his 
genial propensitíes, united themselves to the undertaking, and raised tho banner 
of insubordinatíon ; the soldiers, addicted to Piar, who had conducted them 
to yictory, and commanded by chiefs of his same clase, did not give much g^uar- 
antee of obedience and loyalty. Pcople there was none ; the misery was fright- 
ful ; it, with the pestílence produced by the siege of Angostura, depressed the 
Bpirits of the people and the troops. In this situatíon, propitious for the trí- 
amph of any novelty which should lead to change the order of existing affidrs, 
what were the auxiliarles of Bolivar ? Some few chie& addicted in good faith to 
tiia person, friends of order, and sufficicntly leamed to see in his preservation 
the best hope of health. Let us see, withal, what he did. 

*• His first measure was, to place the división named as Piar under the orders 
of ürdaneta in oíd Guayana, authorizing him to keep it in the stríctest disci- 
pline, and to form judgment against any person who should show himself in favor 
of the projects newly discovered. Afterwards, he convoked all the generáis and 
chie& of the army to a council of war, in which his authoríty was acknowledged 
ín the clearest and most solemn manner. Immediately, he deatined Cedeno and 
other chiefs, from amongst the same that Piar had cndeavored to seduce, so that 
with a column of cavalry tliey should foUow and arrest him. He wrote on all 
lides ; he sent commissioners everywhere ; he flattered some chiefs ; in others 
(certainly those most to be feared and suspected), he placed an entire confídence ; 
and finally, opposing to such imminent peril a proportionate resistance, he en- 
couraged his friends, he caused his enemies to fear, and he proved to all that he 
WBS worthy of the post he occnpied. 
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^ This pnident conduct had the deñred effect, and Piar, ábaadoned by tü, 
pioceeded to Aragaa de Cumana, seeking the protectíon of the diacontentod, 
addicted to Marino. Cedefio and the commamlants Juan Frandaoo Bfarhfi 
and Joan Antonio Mina, charged with hia airest, found him in tfaat town, 
eecorted by a numeroas body of cayalry, under the orden of the intxepid Fmi- 
ciflco Cannano ; but this one seeing the orders of the Libermtor, did not make 
any resistance, and Piar waa arrcated on the spot and condncted to Angoatoia 
with all the attentiona due to hia rank and misfortone. The trial aílerwaids 
commenced and substantiated ; a council of war was aasembled of gencnl offi- 
ccrs in the apartment of the Admiral Bríon, its prcddent ; the jndgea wcr tbe 
Brigadier -Generáis Pedro León Torrea and José Antonio Anz(^tegiii« the Col- 
onels José Ucroz and José Maria CarreAo, and the lientenant-oolonela Jndaí 
Tadeo Pinango and Francisco Conde ; the judge advocóte, the Genenl Caries 
Soublette ; his council, the Colonel Francisco Galindo. The tribonal, aocording 
to the minutes of the trial, gave its sentence the 15th of October, 1817, eoa- 
demning him unanimously to death, with military degradation, for the crinMi 
of disobedience, scdition, conspiracy and desertion« The snpreme chief cod- 
firmed it in its first part, but not in the sccond, and on the foUowing daj, in the 
evening, and in presence of the whole army. Piar rcceived death with the same 
calmness and intrepidity which he had always manifested in all times and onaU 
occasions. 

^*' Such was the unfortunate end to which Piar saw himself led by hia prond 
and restlcss nature, and by the presumption of his senrices troly celebr^ed in 
the war of the independence. His death, for all that may be said by some mis- 
erable competitors of Bolívar, who have wished to conrert themselTes into 
cchoes of tlie royalists, was justly and l(^al1y imposed. The men who denoun- 
ced to Bolívar his projects, showing his letter, had served under hia ordersi, he- 
longed to his división and wcre his friends ; such were Cedefto and hia aecretaiy 
the Lieutenant- Colonel Jos6 Manuel Olivares, Sánchez, the Colonel Manuel Salce- 
do and othcrs ; amongst those who composed the council of war, Brioo, his 
countryman, should havc had, and did really have for him more than one motive 
of sympathy, or at least consideration. Torres and Anzoátegui had been elevated 
to the rank of generáis by him, after the battle of San Félix ; these, the re8t,the 
judge advócate, were men of truth, of valor and conscicnce, incapable of com- 
mitting a 1)a8c assassination ; the exccution was final in public, executed by his 
own soldiers, and these at the same time commanded by chiefs who, like Bet- 
mudez, did not have the least intercst in sanctioning with their approbation or 
silence that terrible waming, if it had l>een unjust." 

The Liberator, on the day following the death of Piar, issoed aprodamatioB, 
in which he said to the soldiers of the Liberating army : 

<' Soldiers ! Yesterday has ])een a day of pain for my heart General Piír 
was executed for his crimes of high treason, conspiracy and deaertion. A just 
and legal tribunal has pronounced tbe sentence against that unfortunate citiaeii, 
who, intoxicated by the fíivors of fortune and to satiate his ambition, pretended 
to bury the country amongst its ruina. General Piar really had done important 
flcrviccs to the Republic, and although the course of his conduct had alwají 
been mutinous, his sorvices were bountifully rewarded by the goTemment of 
Venezuela." 

Notbing was left to be desired to a chief who had obtained the higfaest 
grades of the army. The sccond authority of the Republic, which waa vacast 
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by fhe &ct, by the dissidcnce of Genera] Murífto, was to be conferred on him 
before bis lebellion, bat ibis general, wbo only aspired to tbe supreme comr 
mand, fbrmed a parpóse tbe most atrocious tbat can be conceircd by the moet 
perrerted mind. Not only bad Pi\r intended civil war, but alsr) anarcby, and 
fhe most inbuman aacrífice of bis own companions and bretbren/^ 

^ Soldiere I Yon know it. Equality, liberty, and Independencc aro our mot- 
to. Has not bomanity recorered ber rígbts by oor laws ? Hayo not our arms 
Inoken tbe cbains of tbe slayes ? Has not tbe hateful dífference of classcs and 
oolors been abolisbed foreyer ? Haye not tbe nattonal moneys been ordercd to 
be diyided among you ? Do not fortune and glory await yon ? Are not your 
metits abnndantly rewarded, or at least justly ? Wbat tben did General Piar 
want for yon ? Are yon not equal, free, independont, happy and bonored ? 
Ooold Piar obtain for you greater wealtb ? No, no, no. Tbe tomb was belng 
oi>ened by Piar witb bis own banda, to buiy in it tbe life, the wealtb, tbe honor 
of tbe braye defenderá of tbe liberty of Venezuela, tbeir cbildren, wiyes and 
fttbers. 

** Soldiers 1 Heayen ^watcbes Ibr our well-being, and tbe goyemment, wbicb 
Í8 your fatber, is yigilant in your bebalíl Yonr cbief, wbo is your companion in 
arms, and wbo is always at your bead, bas participated in your periis and pii- 
Tiitions, as also in your yictories, confides in you ; rely tben in bim, sure tbat be 
loyes you more than if eyen be were your fatber or your son. 

" SlHON BOLiyAB. 

" Headquarters of Angostura, October 17tb, 1817." 

Tbe effects of tbe energetic proceeding of tbe Liberator were great, immedi- 
ate and salutary to tbe Republic. The troops were moralized, tbe autbority 
lemained firmer, all went on witb tbe strictest discipline, íHends and enemies 
oonfessfaig tbat discord and rivalries would baye inevitably led tbe patriota to 
the ignonimy of tbe scaffold wbicb Morillo bad erected eyerywbere. 

^ To strike off the oyertopping ear of com was tbe lesson of a wise man." This. 
sentence was wrítten in tbat epocb in a foreign periodical ; but if not wrítten 
in a hostile sense, it is not acceptablo ; because Boliyar did not strike tbe oyer- 
topping ear because it protruded, but because it inclosed in its bosom the most 
Bctíve poison. 

Tbe Liberator also ordered tbe arrest of Marino, and confided its execution 
to General Bermudez, naming this one commanding-general of tbe province of 
Cumana. Fortunately, Marino threw up bis coramand and went oyer to Marga- 
rita, e£facing by bis absence tbe permanent motiye of bis culpability. Bermu- 
dez, recalling bis former ftíendsbip witb Marino, interceded for bim and' ob- 
tained from Boliyar a promise not to pursue him. 

Before the execution of Piar, and in accordance witb tbe law of " tbe confis- 
eation of Spanish property," issued'on tbe 8d of Beptember of tbat year, the 
Liberator promulgated tbe law for tbe rq)artítion of tbe national property, 
amongst aÚ tbe classcs of tbe army of tbe republic, as a reward for tbe seryicea 
of sncb virtuous defenders. (lOtb September.) 

He añcrwards created tbe Council of State in order to abdicatu tbe supreme 

autbority, and tbat tbe republic should be goyemcd according to the basis of 

modem poHcy, wbose moin points are tbe división and balance of facultiea. To 

tbls efibct be assembled in tbe goyemment palace at Ajigostura (lOtb Noyember) 

21 
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the patríots Bríon, Zea, Soublette, Anzottegni, Montílla (Tomas), who waa the 
govemor of the city, Peflalrer, Antonio Diaz, Conde, Olivares, Lecuna, ud 
otheiB ; he pointed out to them the poaition of the republic, and tbat the ei- 
ecutive powcr alone exbting, it waa indiq[>en8able to cetibllah the legulatiTe 
and judicial. 

The speech by which the supreme chief opened the aession is as foUowi: 

** When the people of Venezuela casi off the oppresaiye bonila which onited 
them to Spaín^ their flret object was to establish a constítution apon tbe bsni 
of modern policy, whose main points are the división, and the halanoe of &cal- 
tics. Tben, proscríbing the tyrannical institution of the Spaniah mooarchj, 
they adopted the republican system most suitable to justioe ; and finun •mnngii 
the republican forma they chose the most liberal of all, the federaL The vicit- 
situdes of war, which were so adverse to the Venezuelan arma, caused the ic- 
public and all its instítutions to disappear. Thero remained no other vestíge 
of our regeneration, than a few scattered relies of the defenders of tbe conatiy, 
who, retuming to New Granada and Guiria, re-established the indeptiukst 
govemment of Venezuela. The circumstances which accompanied thia Dew 
leaction were such and so extraordinary, so rapid an^ impetuons the move- 
ments of the war, that it was at that moment imp'jssible to give to the govon- 
ment the constitutional regularity which the laws of Congress had decreed in 
the fírst epoch. All the forcé, and to say better, all the violence of a militaiy 
govemment was scarcely sufficient to check the devastating toirent of insnino- 
tion, anarchy and war. And what other constítution besidea the dictatoriil 
could be appropriate in such calamitous tímes ? Buch was the thought of sD 
Venezuelans, and thus they haíttened to submit themselves to thia terrible bot 
necessary administratíon. The examples of Rome were the consolation and goide 
of our fellow-citizens. . . . 

'* The goi-emment of the republic having again disappeared, partial insoneo- 
tíons sustoined, although precariously, its banners, but not its govemment, si 
ibis had been entirely eztinguished. On the island of Margarita the mardi oí 
the republic retumed to take a regular form ; but always with the military 
character, unfortunately annexed to the state of war. The third period of 
Venezuela had not prescnted untíl now so favorable a moment to place ia 
safety from storms, the ark of our countitution. 

** I haye longed for it, and I could say that I have lived hopeleaaly, as long si 
I have behcld my country without constitutíon, without laws, without tribunal^ 
ruled by the will alone of the commanders, without any other grddes than her 
flags, without any other principie than the destmction of the tyrants, aad 
without any other system than that of independence and Ubcrty. I han 
hastened, overcoming all obstacles, to givu to my country the benefit of a modé- 
rate, just and legal govemment If it is not, your worships wiU dedde; mj 
intention has been to eetabUsh it 

i' By the Assembly of Margarita of the 6th of May, 1816, tbe repubUc ef 
Venezuela was decreed as onc and indivisible. The people and the ansMis 
who until now have fought for freedom, have sanctioned by tho most aolaia 
and unanimous acknowledgment this act, which at the same time that it united 
the States of Venezuela into one only, created and appointed an czecntifi 
power under the title of supreme chief of the republic. Thua, there was onlf 
xemaining the instítution of the legislative body and the judidary power. 

" The crcatíon of the Council of State will porform the anguat fonctions of 



file legifllatíTe power, nol m aD tbe litítade wbkii ci»nf«p<ind« lo the ^lvr^ 
dgntj of chis bodT, becsiue h wookl be tncompetiMe with «"xtentlon mii) 
■trength, whieh the ezecntiTe powcr has receiTvd nol emir to llbrmtv» Mk\\ 
pacify the terntoir, bnt abo to créete the entile bodj of thc republW : » w«^ 
wfaich lequites meens propoitionate to itB nuignitnde« *nil tul the powt^n» ttiat 
reside in the moet conoentnted goremment. 

"Thc Coundl of State, as Y. E. sball see by ita crwition, w d^^tinttHl to fVilrtll 
in part the ñmctíon of a legidatiTe body. To it corre»p«)nd« tho InitUtivo of 
the laws, ralee, and institntion^ which in its wisdom ahouUl lt« ncnvE^Muinr to th«» 
wel&re of the repablic It shall be consnked by the ozecutÍTe \wyfvt Itrfor^^ 
ezBcnting the lawa, mies, and institntions which the f(OTemment det'riM'it. In 
al! ardooos cases, the opinión of the State Coondl shall lie hean1« an«l itn ad' 
Tices shall haré th^ greatest inflaence in the delibemtionn of thr Mipn^uio rhli^f, 

•*The chief conrt of jnstice, which forme the third p«iwer of tht» w*vt»n»l>m 
body, has already been establishcd, and its installation has not yvt takon rl!t<« t, 
becaose beforc it seemed to me necessary to consult tho counoil u|>on muoU nn 
important institntion, iisform and the fonctionarios who are to flU thi^no i^nitnt^nt 
dlgnities. 

^The chief conrt of Jnstice is the first nocessity of the rppubllo. Hy It tlii« 
rigbts of all shall be sheltered, and tho property, tho innrKM«n(*e, and tho inrrltn 
of the citizens shall not be injnred by the arbitrarlety of any mlHtary or olvll 
cbief : ñor eren of the supreme chief The judiciaiy power of the rhli^f rnitrt 
of jtlstice enjoys all the indepondence conceded to it by the (Wleral nümiltiillon 
of the Repnblic of Venezuela. 

^The eraction-of a tribunal oí commcrce or consular )K)(ly has taknit plm^r 
in fiíTor of commercial aStán and the protection of agriculture, whirh mtultii« 
so many and nigent measnres. The erection of the oonsulate shall make kimwn 
to T. £. the nstuie of the benefidal body. 

^The free pnnrinoes of Venezuela haye rerelTMl the n«f(iilar off^nnliuitlim 
wliich drcnmstances and the poeition of the enemy hsTn permlttml. At lUr- 
célona the Brigadier-General Tadeo Monagas has lieen natned goriimor stiil mm- 
mandant general of that prorince, prescriMng him the llmits whlnh It niiiurtiiHy 
had, the nnmber and (orce of the military colnmns wM<rh «hould i\i*ñ*iít\ nníl 
pacify it A civil gOTemor is proTisionalIy charge^l wlth the Judldal fwwer of 
tltat proTÍnce, bnt nnder the immediate power of the chlf f r^ourt of ¡¡u^iU'p, 
General Monagas has receired detailed instmctlons for the imtsenratfoft *tf iUn 
mtional pr u p er ty , the re-esUl>lishment of the HtÍI r/rr|#!r In all iíw itrofUH'Hf 
and ita oiganizatíon. 

** The genersl of dirision, José Frsocisco ÜnrmwUa^ nan^d f(in/tffnt9f nmí «'^rth* 
mandant geneiml of the prorince nf Camena, lisa buen iámrtftt^ Uy tli«7 ir'#y«rfrf - 
ment with the noUe oby^ct ci paríñrintr the pt^Motit! «n/| fffMff»(|fi|f f h« '^nf^ 
tal, fiír which he is to organize and áivápUtm thrw 'ir Vmr ImíUII/mm *4 Sntithi^ 
and one or two sqoadimH of earalry . a« mneU U» étt^M Úm M|/«ftlar4« «* Vi 
destroy tlie paitíea. wbích íhf: áSsm^iaifvt *á O^inénnJ Huinf^ ba/1 f/r*f4wM Ut 
íhat prorinoe. appiyiiiz hb UaK afit^nti^yo u» éM^AUh útk mAt* wl^i^li f^«^7 ' 
■plrit had aüored tkereL and U> pr«M«^ aínrV^ltWKr, '/miumr^. m4 U*/Í'^^fy< 
behaTing to the Cornawfjgw vrtfa Hm nfpVunÜfm wUífh U 4f$^ tv Hmm P^r fJMf 
íldelity to tiie eawe oí thíe 'wlípmii^ít^, 

oooldhaTeicalediaiheMpwt'ppV'sanil %ffftMtn.\umm0et&UA.^í3kimi'Íoiiék43tr^. 



324 un OF BOXJTAB. 

all the cares of a paternml gOTormnent. TheTictorieB of Margarita hsTe dnined 
her resouroea ; thoa, arma, ammonition, haré been ordered for her suooor, and At 
Admiral Brion íb specially charged to períbnn this agreeable duty in fiíYor <rf a 
people who desenre to be free, and need the protection of thdr biethren. 

*' The organization of the ialand of Margarita i» the work of the wéll-deaerriiig 
General Arísmcndi ; and her chief at the present moment is the Geneial Fraa- 
cifico Esteban Oomez. 

^^ General Paez, who has sayed the remnants of New Granada, holdi, under tiie 
protection of the repnblican arms, the provinces of Barinas and Caaanare. . Bo^ 
haré their political and ciril goyemors, and snch organizationa as haré bees per- 
mitted by circumstances ; bot ordcr, subordination, and good discipline icigí 
there on all aides, and it does not seem that war agitates thoae beantífbl pioT- 
inces. They hayo acknowledged and swom allegianoe to the snpreme antiiar 
ity, and their magistrates merít the confidence of the goremment. 

** Goayana, liberated by the Yeneznelan arms, my first can was to incoiponte 
this proYince as an integp^ part to the Repnblic of Ycneznela, and to order the • 
erection of a monidpal body. 8he has been diyided in three departmeotí, 
whose limits have been fixed according to the natnre of the countiy, and bcr 
riyil and military organization is Toncbcd for, by the docnmenta which I pR- 
sent to the coosidaration of Y. E. 

*' The general of dirision, Mannel Cedeflo, is named goremor and commandart 
general of the proyince of Guayana, and her defence is eqnally charged to him 
with ten squadrons of cayalry, two battalions of infiíntry, two oompanlfl^ of 
ortillery, and the national goard. 

'* Since the second epoch of the Repnblic has been known, theneceasity of íix- 
ing a centre of anthoríty for foreign relations to recdye consola and üsragí 
enyoys, to begin to conclnde commercial negotiatíons, to bny and contract íbr 
arma, ammunition, uniformB, and all classes of elemente of war. Bnt, aboye aO, 
the most important object, that imperiounly reclaimed the nomination of a 
council of goyemment to perform proyisionally the íunctions of the sapnoie 
chieí^ in case of death. The Rcpublic shall suffer considerably ; the coüncil of 
goyemment shonld not be established before I andertake the nezt campaiga 
For this, I congratúlate myself with Y. £. for haying procnred this new siqopori 
for the Repnblic. 

'^ Tl^ aoldiers of the liberating army weie too much accredited to the rewardi 
of the goyemment, that they shonld be forgotten. Men who have paased 
throogh all períls, who haye abandoned all their good, and who haye salfeRd 
all eyila, ahould not remain withoat the just premium which their abnegatioo, 
valor and yirtae meríted. I, then, in the ñame of the Repnblic, haye oidered to 
be distríbuted all the national wealth amongst the defenderá of the coontiy. 
law which prescribes the terma and class of this donation is the docnmant 

lichf with the greatest satiafaction, I haye the honor of offering to the oomcO. 
The reward of merít, the moat auguat act of human power. 

'^ The city of Angofttura shall be proyisionally the residenoe and capital of the 
goyemment of Yenezuela. The councils of the goyemment and state, the diief 
court of juatice, and the special committee íbr the repartition of the natíooal 
yacancies amongst the soldiera of the liberating army, shall then remain. 

" The religión of Jcsua, which Congress decreed as the exclusiye mling one of 
the State, has greatly called my attcntion to the spiritual orphanage to wfaícli, 
unfortunatoly, we see ouraelyes reduced^ compel us imperiously to conyoke afl 
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ecdemastical conyention, to which I am aathorized^ as the head of a Cbrístian 
people, which can sct apart nothing from the commanity of thc Román 
Chuich. ThÍ8 convocatíoD, which is the fhiit of my consultationa with leamed 
and pióos eccleaiastica, Bhall fiU with consolatíon the afflicted mind of the dis- 
ciplea of Jesoa and of oor religious feUow-citizens. 

" Mbmbieim of thb Ck>uACiL OF Statb 1 

'' The installatlon of a body so respectable, and worthy of the confldence of 
the people, is a happy event for the nation. The goyemment, which, in thc 
midat of so many catastrophies, and alone amongst so many breakers, did not 
befivre rcly on any support, shall now haye as a gnide a congregation of illas- 
trions generáis, magistrates, judges and administiators, and shall be in ñitore 
protected, not only by an effective forcé, but sustained by the chief of all forcee, 
pnblic opinión. The popular consideration which the Council of 8tate 
■hall know how to inspire will be the firmest shield of the Goyemment** 

Immediately, the liberator named the presidents and mombers of the sections 
of tho Council in the foUowing order : 

State and Treamry : Zea, president ; Femando Pefialyer, José Maria Ossa and 
inoente Lecuna, yocab. 

Navy and War : Brion, president ; Cedefio T. Montilla, Pedro Hernández and 
Francisco Conde, yocals. 

Interior and Justiee : Don Juan Martínez, president ; Luis Peraza, Josú £s- 
pafla and Antonio José Betancourt, yocals. 

Afterwards, the Liberator gaye the retisons on which he based this election ; 
caoaing to be seen tbat the citizens who distinguished themselyes in a career, 
iHio obtained in it the highest ranks, and who had performed them with glory 
íd the CTÍtical circumstances of the Republic, were the most appropríate to pre- 
pare in each branch the labora of the Council, and to giye the flrst impulse to 
ita beneficial deliberations. He also manifested, that, although the yote of the 
Coandl was only consultiye, because thus it was imperíously exacted by politi- 
cal position and málitary attitude of all the Rcpublic, he wishod that there 
■honld reign the most complete liberty in the debates and rcsolutions, and hoped 
that they would giye him proofs of it in the examination of the decrees issucd 
mnoe the occupation of Guayana, which he offered tó ticéis delibcration. 

The Supreme Chief ended the sessioo, manifesting his satisÜACtion at seeing 
himaelf surrounded by the most illustríous fricnds of the country ; who, all ani- 
mated by the same feelings and imbued with the same principies, concurred 
unanimously to support and maintain thc goyemment, giying it the powerful 
anistance of their knowledgc, education and experience in great political and 
müitary operations ; that now had arriyed the case of undertaking to affirm at 
once the high destinies of Venezuela. 



The disinterestedness of the Liberator is always worthy of the highest praisc. 
Hardly had he taken possession of Angostura, and when circumstances would 
haye led another to ask dictatorship and suprcmc command, Boliyar asüembled 
a conncil, and came to submlt himself to the yote of the fellow-citizens who 
composed it. He abdicated his unlimited power, and preferrcd to submit him- 
aelf to the opinión of the majority, giying the example of a true patriut His 
heaity well fbrmed and free from ambition, caused him to prefer the solid glory 
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of oyercoming himaelf, and to be to hia coimtry and féllow-citizena, nnt the 
terror, not the sovereign, not the first, but the father, the fiíe&d and the 
brother. 

Up to the time of the instítution of the Coundl of State, the libermtor, wbo 
administrated írom the moment he carne from the battle-field. had given, as is 
seen, a regular organizatioD to the provinces ; he had established a tribunal of 
commcrce in favor of tbe prompt diflpatch of the mercantile aflairs ; he had n- 
established order in Cumana ; incorporated Goayana as an Lateral portion of 
the Republic, and constituted Angostura provisional capital and reddenoe of 
the Govemment of Venezuela. In the midst of these civil ainuigementa,*wliidi 
offered the moet important result, the Libcrator labored incessantly, and with nn- 
ezamplcd actívity, in the military oi;ganization, recmiting soldierB, collectiDg 
horses, forroing columns, disciplining, arming and dothing them. Hia SecR- 
tary, the Colonel José Gabriel Pérez, a person proper for dispatch and constant 
in work, saw himsclf fully occupied in those days, in which the láberater, inát- 
fatigable, walked up and down as usual, dictating and reading at the same 
time, alluding to the war, to the administration, to the snbsistenoe and to tbe 
navy, to justico and the cultivation of opinión and íriendship. 



CHÁPTER XXIV. 
1817. 

BZBCÜTIOH OF POLICAIPA lAULBASBIlTÁ. 

WHILST these thingB were passing at Goayana, othern rery different were 
being execQted at Sanie Fé. Thcy are not connected, it íb true, intímately 
with tbe Ufo of Bolívar ; but all is bound and related to the grand undertaking 

wfaicb be directed ; virtues, talents, valor, martyrdom, sacrífices, an 

accoont of wbich it will not be tbougbt strange that tbe relation of acta wortby 
of remcmbrance, execnted at sncb a great distance, sbould be omitted. 

In tbe same days tbat tbe Liberator was institnting tbe Council of State at 
Angost ur a, tbna placing tbe lasting fonndationa of tbe independence of tbe coun- 
try ; wbilüt he was ezpelling tyranny, and by bis vaat genios wos cbecking tbe 
deyastating torrent of insubordinatíon and discord, tbe beroic Policarpa Sala- 
BABRiETA was mounting tbe steps of thu scaffold, erected in tbe Great Sqaare 
of Santa Fé ; dragged tbereto by tbe banda of tbe tyrants. These two altara 
were «eparated by tbree bondred leaguea ; oivtbe one bope was worsbiped, on 
tbe otber sbone tbe halos of immcrtality ! 

It bad already been seen witb horror ñt>m tbe beginning of tbe war, tbat tbe 
flnns of Boves, Lizon, and otber Spanisb cbieílains, were not only directed 
against tbe brave defenderá of tbe independence, but also against tbe loving 
and weak sex, always wortby of esteem and rcspect. Tbe Señora Merced Ábre- 
go, a native of CQcuta, accused of having emhroidered a brigadier-general's 
nniform for General Bolívar, was beheaded by Lizon; after haning drawn 
anumgst hiM/ollower» to hnow to tohom shouid/all the happy chance ofcutting off 
\er head. Tbe Seftora Josepba Figucras, of Barcelona, was murdered by Morales, 
thos cancelíng a debt of two bundred dollnrs whicb be owed ber. Boyes 
bdieaded Carmen Mercié, at Cumana, regarding witb pleasure tbe convulsions of 
the fcBtus wbich sbe carried in ber womb, tbus dying witbout havíng lived I 
Otber acts less cruel, but outrageous, are recorded of Aldama and Morillo. 
Tbe first caused the Sefiora Leonor Guerra to be publicly wbipped tlirougb tbe 
•fereets of Cumana, because sbe refused to gíve Information whicb he desired. 
The second dismissed firom bis presence, witb gpross expressions and loud cries, 
more than 800 of tbe principal ladies of Bogotá, wbo bad proceeded in a body 
to implore pardon for tbeir sons, busbands and brothers I But as yct, no scaf- 
íbld bad been erected to see a woman díe on it ; and, it could b^ said, tbat 
these outrages, and tbat innocont blood sbed pitilessly— tortures wbich did 
not merít tbe moumful conaecratíon of tbe scaflTold— were the work of extermi- 
nation of an unmerciful war, spreading calamity on all sides I 

Tbe viceroy, Don Juan Samano, was resierved to give tbe dreadful spectacle of 
the execution of tbe young lady, sacrifi?ed formally, and even boasting of sucb 
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craelty. A graoeful, braye and handaome giri, of Tirtaoos habita, of a sweet 
and dlBcreet dÍBpo8Ítion. Policarpa Salababribta was enthniastíc for inde- 
pendencc, and favored and aardsted, inasmuch as abe was allowed, tbe oppres- 
ed patriota. About this tíme an insurrection bad broke ont at Casanaie, 
beaded by tbe monk Ignacio Marino, wbo, from tbe beginning of tbe reroln- 
tion, fougbt against tbe royalista. Otber guenillaa were alao formed at Caocí 
and Socorro ; and many of Uie Bogotan patriota resolved to proceed to Casi- 
nare, and to tbe places wbere tbe small forces of tbe independcnts were posted 
Policarpa loTed and was beloved by Alejo Savarain, an officer of tbe Rq>ablic, 
wbom tbe Spaniards bad condemned to serve as a soldier in their ranka. Tbe 
young lady influenced tbe young man, and persuaded bim to fly from sUreiy 
and to go to Casanare with otber companiona. 8be herself provided wbat m» 
necessary for tbe fligbt of eight |)erson8, of wbicb five were aoldiers ; and I cannot 
say bow sbe succeeded in obtaining exact datea of tbe Spaniab forcea in tbe 
capital and surrounding proyinces, wbicb information she sent to tbe Repubfi- 
can cbie& of Caaanare. 

Unfortunately, Al^o was surprisod, and tbe letters fonnd on bis perK>n dit- 
corered tbe compUcity of Policarpa. 

Samano tbrew bcr into a dungeon ; judging ber by a ndlitary tribon^L The 
judgea were unable to eztract anytbii^B^ from tbat heroine ; tbey coold not find 
ont bcr accomplicea. Tbey could not seduce or intimídate ber by anytbisg. 
Finally, sbe was condemned by a court-martial to be shot in tbe back, vxA 
sevcn others, amongst tbem, Alqjo ¡i^varain 1 

Morillo bad abready caused a &tber to step tbe scaffold in tbe presence of hii 
son, and a son in tbe presence of tbe father. . . but it was renenred to Samaao 
to give tbe last proof of damnable wickedness, causing two lovers to perísh at 
one time, l^bolding muta:illy tbeir painful agonies I . . . 

Policarpa Salabarrieta died on tbe 14th of NoTember, 1817. 

Sbe died calm and unmovcd, amazing hcT executioners by ber firmneas. ** M$ 
UooJ," sbe said, on going out to tbe scaffold, '* $hall won be retenged iy tkt 
liberat&rs nf the country ."' 

Tbe deatb of tbat corageous and generous woman, sacríficed to liberty, cansad 
a profound impreasion at Santa Fé— Tbe people were amazed. 

Tbere was not a feeling beart wbicb did not deplore tbat prematura deatb, a 
sublime mouming expressed in the presence of sucb a noble sacriflce, and tba 
remembrance of so mucb agony. 

Wc greet tbee a tbouaand times, yiígin of Ck>lumbia I Honor aad gioiy, 
American star I Dying, tbou didst givo us a leason of beroism and lojaltf. 
and on the scaffold didst tbou triumpb over the implacable Samano ! Hk 
scaffold is your sanctuary : as it was tbat of Caldas, of Toricea^ of Toma» of 
Gutiérrez, of Lozano, of Rovira. . . . of tbat gcneration of bravea, of just aad 
wise men bom like constellations to illumine our own deaolation, and ato- 
wards converted into asbes by tbe iron band of despotism. Your ñame shaU be 
etcmal. . . . and tbat of your executioner also. Samano condemned tbee to 
deatb, and tbou didst condemn bim to tbe execration of poaterity. Toe: Ae 
tyrant will not die : but he sball be a tyrant . . . an executioner 1 

Tbe patriota of tbat epoch composed an anagram of tbe ñame of PúUcarpa 
Salabarrícta : 

Yace por salvas la patria. Sbe dies to aave ber countiy. 



OHAPTER XXV. 
1817 AND 1818. 

OOmEICT 1DBA8 OW HAB9BAL •■OTOKT OH TDI CAU8I OF THB SOTALíST nCTOUn— LAB0B8 OF 
BOUTAR TO CIBATB TBI KBPDBLIGAN OPINIÓN— IN TBI8 Bl HAS KO IXAMPLt IN BII- 
TOBT— PAKS—BOUTAI LBATU AX008T0RA— DBPBAT OP ZARAZA AT LA BOCAZA— TBB LIBBB- 
ATOB BBTOBKS TO ÁNQOSTÜRA — BB FORM» A KBW ABMT AND BBA8CBW08 TBB OBINOCO — 
Blf IXTBRTIBW WITB PABS AT CADJARAL— BB PROCCBOS TO SAN PERNANOO— ^ILL-POUNOBD 
H0PB8 AT TBB BBQIKNIKO OF TBB TBAB 1818. 

MARSHAIi GROUCHY, judging with wonderful cffect on the events of South 
America, wrote from Philadelphia in an interesting lottcr : 

" Tbe independence of America will widoubtcdly tríamph ; it seems, not- 
nithstandinpr, that in its establishment and consolidation it meets greater obsta- 
cles than those imagined by many. Tbese are by olí means brougbt forth fbr 
the dlsunion of the inhabitants. . . . The misfortunes experienced by the 
nomerous arniics of the indepcndents have been weakly snpported by the masa 
of the inhabitants of the country in which the war íb carried on« If it was not 
thQS, eighty thousand insurgente joined almost all together before the walls of 
México, would they haye been dispersed by a few thousands of Spanish soldiers ? 
Yenesuela and New Granada, would they haye been subjected to the yoke by 
dght thousand royalists ? Chili subdued, and Boliyar haye suñered the last 
reyenes ?^ 

Marshal Grouchy was right, and I haye ahready said it, one of the greatest 
meríts of the Liberator was that of haying created in Colombia the opinión 
which did not exist, and known to inspire in the indolent masses, and well- 
íbmied in their stagnancy and slayery, by cause of the unhappiness of those 
tmies, the yehement desire of being tne, How could a people without initia- 
üye or patriotism, and who ignored independence, combat to roconquer na- 
tlonál dignity ? Ñor how endeayor to shake off the galling yoke, when religious 
ideas, so strong in themselyes, were an inyincible obstacle opposed to its accom- 
fdfahment Let my readers imagine to themselyus a people plunged in the moet 
deplorable ignorance, without any idea, eycn of the fírst notions of politics and in- 
diridual right ; who held slayery as an heir-Ioom, and who had for three hundred 
yeara only lístened in their hornee, in the church, eyerywhere, to adyiccs of obedi* 
eDoe and submission. Imagine a people who could not read, because instruo- 
tion was impeded by law and the Holy Inquisitton ; who neyer saw foreigneiSi 
who understood no other idíom besides their own, and who on all solomnities, 

* Letter of General Grouchy upon the organization of the war in South America, 
written at Philadelphia on the Ist of September, 1816, and addressod to the patri- 
ota of ChiU. 

(829) 



880 LIFS OF BOUYAB. 

and eren in all the leas importont neta of common life, Hstened to tiie putar 
declaiming from the eyangelical tríbune : ^ What fate would await yoo ií yon 
áhould stray one line from the obedience of the aoyereign t what would you be 
without your mild and beloyed monarch f Nothing — lesa than nothing ; tfae 
anger of Heaven would have plunged yon in the horrible abyaees of miseiy and 
despair ; because God does not leaye unpuniahed (and a frightfnl paniahment) the 
infidelity against His anointed. Thus, then, my beloyed brethren, continne to 
liye peacefully underthebenefidalshadowof thethrone: think only of obeying 
the orders of the king ; see in the penon of the monarch the image of the 
Qod we adore. Kings reign in the place of Qod; the power they exereiee helengt 
to Ilim, . . Licentiousness and impiety haye wished to penoade the penide 
that obedience to the soyercign is debatable. An error condenmed by the Um- 
Teíaity of Sorbonne, and more extenaiyely by the Oooncil of Toledo, principáDy 
ihe sixth, compoeed of forty-eeyen bishops, amongst them a St Eugenia 
The Conncil said : " He who breaks his fidelity to the king shaU be exoom- 
municated in the presence of God the Father, and expeüed ftom the CathoGe 
Church, and be held as condemned in the íutore judgment, to the deyil and bis 
angela. Anathema (Afaranatha) — lost at the coming of the Lord. And if he 
wcre a príest, he shall not be absolyed only at the laat moment of life**^. . . ▲ 
people who Icamt such maxims by memoiy in the Catechism ; who Estened te 
them incolcated by the minister of religión, by the man charged to preserre 
the dogmas, and to propágate moral and UBefol trutha to godety ; what coidd 
they do ? la it belieyed that these life impressions are noli ; these cusfeoiH» 
theee ideas transmilted from generation to generatíon, and which by foroe ef 
time arríye to be, to say so, rooted in the utmost recesaea of the hearts of aUt 
Boliyar and his few-followers pretended to change the order of things, ud 
along fvith it the inyeterate habita, erroneoos beUe&, the señóle dispositions of 
the minds . . . and they ondertook a work of Titana. When independeaoe 
was mentioned,'the mass of the people did not understand what was mid^ 
when they began to penétrate its meaning, the earthqnake, the conynlsions of 
nature, carne to inspire hatred towards that idea, which they were nuide to look 
npon as reproycd by Qod by manifest signa of his anger. How untiríng, then, 
must not the persuasión haye been, and how eloquent the word to be able to 
oyercome such a solid, permanent resistance I In this point, Boliyar is a 
prodigy, and the history of the world doea not present a similar ezample . • • 
Washington ignorcd these l^bors, and we do not know if he could haye ove^ 
come them, ruling the almost unanimoua opinión of his country. On the oob- 
trary, the States of the American Union had already for a long time enjoyed 
andpoBsessed in their domcstic afi&iirs the priyileges of a republic. ThoR, 
monarchy was known only from aíar, acroas the seas, as a ñame . . . The díí- 
zens of that society (whatoyer may haye been the state of their fortune and the 
grade of their onlightenment) all were in fayor of a self-goyemment—tho re- 
publican govemment. The colonies were rapidly increasing in population, ia 
wealth, in interior strength, in exterior importance. Instcad of olñcure imti- 
tutiona and incapable scaroely of maintaining their own life, a people was beiDg 

* These words are deriyed from a sermón of the Rey. Frandaeo Jayier Som; 
bot tho same are foond in those of the presbyter Salyador Garcia de Ortigoia, tad 
In the doctrinal controyersies and sermona of all the dergy before oor reyolótion. 
and of the same who unfortunately wero in it, with yety rare exoeptiona. 
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formed whoie enterpriaea, commerce, agriculture, and relatioDS were taldng a 
place in the world. Besides which, the metrópolis did not have the perveno 
will of oppressiog tbis people ; it sometimes incommoded and eren offendcd 
them, witiiottt thinking. By a rare chauce, all coospired in favor of the coló- 
nies. Their caoae was jusi, their atrength great In them, on thcir own soil, 
all coacurred to encourage them ; in Europe, powerñil allies were preparing to 
asBÍst them, and England, in the court, in the Parliament, they had frienda and 
sapporta. Aroond Washington were Franklin, Adams, Hamilton, Jeffcraon^ 
Jladison, Jay, Henry, Masón, Groene, Knox, Morris, Pinckney, Clinton, Trum- 
bull, Rutledge. . . I could nót meation them all, because in the moment in 
which independencc wos proclaimed, there was in each provinco, and almost 
in every town, men, rcspected by their fcUow-citizcns, proved in the detence of 
public libertics, influential by their riches, talent, and character ; íaithful to 
the oíd truths and foUowers of the new lights ; sensible to the light of civil- 
isation and attached to the simplicity of customs ; of a brave heart and an un- 
Msuming Bpirit;.rare men, who relied in a great measure on humanity, and 
who gave all for the liberty and glory of their country.* But Bolívar, what had 
he of all this ? What European power aidcd or favored him ? And in the in- 
terior, how many were those who loved the republic ? What were the supporta 
offiBrad him ? By duty, more than for pleasure, impelled by destiny and confíd- 
ing in the etemd truth of things, the Liberator undertook the portentous work 
of xedeeming America, and to secure its precious indepcndence I . . What a 
Tast enterprise I Ferhaps he did not think of the rude tempesta which awaited 
bim, ñor foresee the painful proofs reeerved for him by destiny ; he did not 
imagine that he had to commence by creating a people, and to convcrt those 
mnltitades into intelligent societies capable of an active political lifc ; but be 
tilia what it may, it is certain that eradicating the vicióos traditions, struggling 
with the past, regenorating all, replacing time by his persuasión in its certain 
labor, Bolívar succeeded in divorcing opinión from the royalist cause, and to 
croate in a colonial people, the right of individuality of the dtizen, the free- 
dom of all and each one ; he succeeded in clearing the way for all productivo 
forcea, for all ftculties ; in preparing social equality, the solidity of interests, 
the fiatemity of all the Americana, the holy alliance of oppressed people I . . • 
and along with this, constituting the national power I and conquering hostile 
aimies í and washing out the insult of throe centuries of slavery, in fifteen 
years of inmiortal achievements and unfading glory . . . 

Troly history has nothing more extraordinaiy to ofier in all the course of its 
annals than this great combat dclivercd in the secon<l half of the New World 
between absolatism, aided by all the moral powers of tlie earth ; meeting on 
all sidea Mends and foUowers, and liberty reduced to the strength of one man 
alone. 

But that man was Bolívar I . . . 

Nil majas generatur ¡pao, 

Neo TÍget qaidquaiD simile aut aecandum. 

(EIORAT., 1. i, Od. XII.) 

To be joat, I shonld confess that, in this change and &vorable varíety of 
opinión, the cmelties of the Spanish chiefs had a great part, who, tired ont by 

• Bead the valnable work of Quizot, entitled : " Fondation de la Bópublique 
des Kfcats-Unia d'Amérique. 
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Bolívar, on knowing the disarter of Hogan, coontamurehed to Angortm, 
croBsing the Orinoco at Soledad. 

Once at the capital of Guajana, and without hiding fiüm any one the defeit» 
he proclaimed martial law, and, displaying that activity, rich in naomncea, he 
aoon succeeded in repladng the losa that the Bepuhlic had aofiered hy the inex- 
cusable dúiobedience of Zaraza. His wiah waa to aaiíst Paes, threatened by 
Morillo, and now placed in grcater peril by the preponderaoce of Latone. Hé 
aent Urdaneta to Paez witli the purpoee of combining operationa and dearing 
the mouth of the Apure ; be ordered that which waa neoeaaarf lor the campaiga, 
and embarked with 2,000 men, which he had drawn as if by enchantment and 
canylng twenty-nine veaseLí, who commenced to aaoend the Orinoco on the 81lk 
of December. 

Whcn Morillo received at dan Antonio of Apurito, the newa of the rictory qf 
Latorre at Hogaza, he flew imn^ediately to CalaboBO. Theae íbrced marchei of 
the Commandtir-iQ-Chief surpriaed ererybody. What waa he thinking ofl 
What waa he going to do at that dty, the emporium of the plaina ? To prepaie 
for a more actiye campaign ; for acta which no tálente could foreaee, but whick 
were unfaulty ; becauae Bolívar tietoriout^ foflaws a veH-Jmomi road^ he aaid. 
8u»ta¡ninfj 1<m, it i$ impastible tojind üut ^liere he wUfmü^ mar§ tkan éver metíM 
and foi-midtíhU, 

And thus, in effect, it happened. 

The divisions of MoníLgaa and Torrea were ordered by the Llberator to paa 
over to the right bank, to continué marching by land to Caicara. Zaraza ww 
ordered to follow to the river Caura. Cedeño, with hia forcé, waa poated at T^. 
All the ariny unitcd at Urbana, on the Upper Orinoco, the 22d of Janu&iy, 1818, 
and on the 31st, prccisely one month silice leaving Angoetnra, Bolirar joined 
Paez at Caujaral, írom whencc they both marched to San Juan de Payara, when 
the headquartcra were aituated. 

Thti patriota, full of pleasure and wonder, saw thia long and perlioua open- 
tion ende^ 

The Libérator inflanied by his presence the minda of the ^ LYaneroa** of Pací « 
and this Iftst, accreditcd oa a braye oud good patriot, then took more courage, 
and reuiitted ainongst Üte feryors of enthusiaám, the aecret profeaslon of diio- 
bediencc. 

The L¡lx>rator reuiained siz daysat San Juan de Payara, organizingthearniy, 
remouQting tbc cayalrv, and giviug repose to olí. Froin thence, he inarchcd to 
Sau Feí-naiido ; bis breaat fiUed with the niost pleasing hojiea. The campaiga 
of 1818 promiscd Boliyar great rL*9ult8L In thi» year^ he frcquently repeatod, 
Venezaehí $hall *ñe her eru^l conqueren Burrend^r or periah. The di-sasters and 
past displeasures, and the defeat of Cedeno at ** La Hogaza," which wna com- 
plete, did not affect htm. In a ccrtain manner, ho had auoceedcd in rcpaiiing 
the losa, and an interior light caused him to aee the independence already 
aecured. Such waa his confídence 1 Ducoudray, Merída, and other enemies of 
the Libcrator, censure in him this confidencc, as it waa, they aaid, unfounded and 
perilous. >Vliat pleasure to bite the hands of all I Many canaea concurred to 
improyc thia socurity in the eleyated mind of Bolívar. .... The man of the 
Cayos ; the one of the expedition of Ocumare, which Morillo qualificJQ as '' follj"* 
and piratical expedition, is master of an immenae territory pmyidcd with 
aubsistenccs ; he is master of a navigable riycr, and hia troopa go to opérate in 
oombination with those of tho plaina, who had obtaincd bríUiant yicturies oyff 
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ihe powerftil Spanish phálanzea. .... The Xlepublic was no loitger vagrant ; 
its capital was Angostara (this is the same which is now called Ciudad Bolívar). • 
There, the banners of Liberty floated ; the magístrates of Colombia were united, 
and Boliyar had giren a centre to the cause, forcé to the goyemment, etimulus 
to Talor, honor and prizes to serrices. Had he or not reason to cxpress confi- 
dence in the final rcsnlt of his enterpriae ? It ím not certain that military pros- 
períties be those which alone can give base to confídence, as the succcss of arma 
depends on a thousand accidenta and circumstances which it is impossible to 
foresee. Latorre had triamphed at " La Hogaza," a battlc fought unadvised- 
ly ; but the patriots were no longer.a band of rival and dísordored guerrillas, 
each one fíghting at his discretion. The inestimable goocT of unity begun to be 
felt and appreciatcd ; the^ were now bands which bound the wills ; an íntelli- 
gent power which directed their eíforts ; a supreme authority, acknowledged 
eren in the hearts of the plains, which led the ralor of the defenders of the 
conntry, and which destroyed the obstacles opposcd by despotism, to the eman- 
ópating ¡dea and the noble aspiration of self-existence. These irrefragable 
proo& of progresa, were they not sufficient to justify the confidence of the 
Liberator ? And, with these present, can any one qoalify him as fn-enimptuaui^ 
or rash f ** America will expel her tyrants I" This thonght infusad strengtíi 
and eleyated the heartof Bolívar; and so penctrated was he of it, that, writing 
to the Gk>vemor of Barbadoes, he said, with ñill conviction : ff Morillo stíM 
exUU in Vene^uelOj he owes iki$ precariou» fortuné to the teant on ourpart of 
military demente. But now toe have them^ and v&ry eoon he wül no loñger date 
hi» lying diapatchee from Veneeuela, 

Et tenno illiui potesiato plenni erat 

And hifl words were ííill of power. .... 

^ Clouds and winds which are not folio wed by rain, is tbe boastñil youtb,^ says 
tbe Scríptnres ; bnt dart, and sword, and sharp arrow is that which fulfills the 
promised. Bolívar promised, and ñilfilled. MoriUo did not date many montha 
more from Venezuela his lying diepatehee; and, pierced by the dart of the glory 
of bis antagonist, he retirad to Bpain, as we «hall see ahead, leaving stretched 
on the fields of Venezuela the army he had brought to homiliate her. 

Fielda of liberty ! Placea of glory. 



CHAPTEE XXVI. 

m 

1818. 

TOEBBTre k BAD JUIH» TO JÜDOB TBB ACTB OF THV UMRATOB — MBMOBáBLS KTB3n OT 
APÜRB— lUBPBUB OF MOBILLO AT CALABOXO — PROCLAMATIOX OP BOUTAB AT lOBBBIBO 
AVD TBK COKSCJO— TBB UBIBATOB IXTBXDl TO PIOBT LATOBRB AND OCCOPT CABAGAl— 
UKPOBBSBBX MISPOBTDXBS WBICH IMPBDB BIM— BATTLB OP QOBBBADA DB BBBBV. 

WHIL8T General Morillo dedicated himself at Calabozo with untiríng mi 
to put bis army in tbe most respectable state to UDdertake ncw opcfi- 
tions, suddenly tbe *' índomitable Carracenian leader appeaied in fix^nt of fhe 
royalists on tbe IStb of Febmary at tbe bead of 2,000 inñintry and 8,000 car- 
alry.** Tbns commences Torrente bis Cbapter XXVL, in wbicfa be apeales of tiie 
erents of 1818 ; nnd afterwards adds : *' Tbe counter-marcb of aaid rebel to tiw 
Orinoco ; bis swift retum, crossing tbat river by tbe Encaramada ; bis jonctka 
witb all tbe forces of Paez, and bis unezpected appearance before Calaboso» 
baving marcbed 300 leagues in tbe sbort space of a montb and a half^ was un- 
doabte<lly tbe most brílliant enterprisc of wbicb be can praise bimsel£" 

As to tbifl, Torrente was not, ñor coold not be a good jndge. To soppoBe 
tbat a rapid marcb, wbicb is a common event, sbould be tbe most briffiant 
undertaking of tbe Liberator, is to reduce tbe infinite to a Kne, disuatmiliai 
things and cbange bis ñame and true feeling. Tbe most brilliant undertakñg 
of Boliyar is tbat wbicb be bimself modestly refen to tbe Colombiant ob 
bis retum from Pero. " It is fiye years," be said to tbem, ^' since I departed fiom 
tbis capital (Bogotá) to marcb at tbe bead of tbe liberating army from tbe 
sbores of tbe Cauca to tbe silvery bilis of tbe Potosí . . . One million of 
Colombians and two sister republics bave obtained independence under tfae 
sbadow of your banners, and tbe world of Colombns is no longer Spanish! 
Tbis bas been our al)8ence I^' Ilowever inconvenient to tbe 8r. Torrente, tbat 
pbrasc tbat '* the teorUl of CoIumhu$ ié no longer SpanM " is an ondertaking 
more brilliant tban a rapid marclu Let us agree. Tbia can be done by aaj 
one ; tbe liberty of a world is not a subject for alL 

Tbat of tbe sudden prcsence of tbe Liberator at Calabozo b so ligbtly re- 
latad by the royalist historian, tbat it seems an event of small importance. . . 
It is not tbuB. Tbat appearance at Calabozo bad resalta wbicb make it at once 
famous and memorable. * 

San Femando was mled by tbe royalists ; Quero was tbere witb 600 mcn, 
wbo defended bimself brayély. Tbe Liberator did not wisb to aasanlt Sin 
Femando, because bis purpose was to follow Morillo to Calaliozo and craab 
him. Paez supported tbis plan and indicated tbe ford of Diamante as proper 
to cross tbe river. Bolívar sent bim abcad, and ordcred bim to bave ready 
(880) 
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■QÍBdeQt boats to pasa the armj orer qoickly. On his arriTál at the fbrd the 
liberator fotind no boata, as there were only seen on the opposite side a ganboat, 
three yeasela, and seyenil hostile canoas. 

** Qeneral Paez,** said Bolirar, with manifest anxiety, ^ which are the Teeaela 
joa haré read j ?** 

^ 8ir/* rupliod Paez, " I have a gonboat, three Tessela, and several canoea, in 
which the troops can easily croes." 

- Where are they ?" 

** The enemy haa them,'* sald Paez, looking at the royalist Tessels. The 
Liberator guessed the daring thought of the braye " Uanero ;^ but withal, see- 
ing affidrs depending on so perílous a manoeayre, began to deplore that hia 
plan ahould fáJl throogh by the delay of procuríng means for the crosaing of 
the soldiere. Paez then plnnged into the swift Apure with Aramendif bravo, 
withont a riyal, and fifty lancen more, who rodé aU the horses bare-back . . . 
an eztraordinary actíon, which amazed Bolivar, and surprised and almost scaied 
to death the Spaniarda Withal, these defended themselyes by as many modea 
■a waa aaggeated by their deaperation ; but Paez orercame them, and took the 
wkIs firom them, in which the army going to opérate against Morillo passed 



Thia ia an achievement worthy of etemal praise, which, notwithstanding, 
Torrente pasees over in silence, as if nothing had occurred. 

If he and bis followers omit it, we should proclaim it. 

The crosaing of our troops was rerified at about foor miles firom San Feman- 
do, and on the spot they continued their march towaids Calabozo, before 
which place Bolirar displayed his forcee at daybreak of the 12th of February. 
Sodi waa the rapidity of the march, so swiñ the moyements of the army, that 
the Spanish general had news of the operations of his enemy, only when he 
bsheld bim before his headquartera. The regiment of hussars was destroyed ; 
the battalioD of Castilla lost baggage and a large number of prisoners ; two 
esmpaniea of Naraira wcrc beaten, and Morillo himselí^ pursued closely by the 
bimTe Colond Aramendi« owed his Ufe that the horte of thia last stumbled and 
waaaCopped. 

Two aeconds decided the Ufe of the expeditíonary chieitain. 

The patriota gare no quartcrs to the Spanish troops, and Morillo waa amaied 
by tbe extermination he had suffcred. That swiítness with which Bolivar 
■aiched from San Diego de Cabrutica to Angostura ; firom Angostura to Ur- 
bana, in finont of the mouth of the rirer Araure ; and aíterwards to Calabozo, 
nnning orer in a large space more than 800 leagues, surprised MoriUo in such a 
■aaiier, that he doul>ted his own sight He^was relieTod ftom this doubt by 
the gcoerous intimation of the Liberator for his surrender, assoring him that he 
waa ready to pardon Fenlinand VIL himself. 

Morillo emcoated CaUbozo at midnight of the Uth^ and retreated towarda 
BoiBOfefo. 

B<^Tar deaire<l to place himself between this point and the royalist army ; a 
wdl-eoooerted operation, which would have concluded the war by the destmo- 
tioB of the forcee of Morillo ; but Paez and other chiefs opposed themsclres, 
as they wished to boast of their triumph in Calaliofo, and thus wcre lost pre- 
riona momenta, which never could be recompensad aílerwardt. The thought of 
ooeapying Calabozo waa in rcaUty inaigniflcant ; that of intero^tíng Morillo, 
who waa demoraiized, waa ritaL BoUrar wiahed to pemade Pan ; bnt thia 
22 
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one, flattered by aome seditíons penona, arriTed to the ezteeme of árntape c tí ng 
the Liberator I . . . Bolívar waa foroed to Mcrifice hia gloiy and opinión to 
tbe leve of reaching independence. " Only sach a rablime feding," aaja Bei- 
trepo, " coold have inspired him on tbat day with so mncb pmdenoe, aa that 
whícb he employed to reduce Oenerál Paez to bis duty. FinaQy, tbe InftiwKft 
of tbe Liberator diadpated that doud, re-establiahing unión, at leaat in lqppea^ 
anee." 

And, onfortonately, tbe eril did not stop here ; bnt, that the anny baTi^g 
by forced marchea overtaken the army of Morillo, on the margina of the Quiri- 
co, thÍ8 one raiaed hia camp and retreated to Barbacoa, the Bepobücns 
remaining behind. The cause waa, that Paex and other chiefii of hia bnd 
reñised openly to continué the purauit of the Spaniah army, giving aa an ezme^ 
that the horsea were wearied out ; and it could have been to, in eíEBCt. 

8uch a disapointment caused Bolívar a bitter torrow, aeeingthattfae rayaüili 
were saving themaelvea, when they could be deitroyed ! Hia antliority, althoag^ 
acknowledged, waa not yet well affirmed in the plaina, and it waa not given to 
him to make himeelf obeyed by rigor. Thoee men who loved peiw»al Uberty, bot 
who cared little for the national independence, would have diaownedhimwilh- 
out any regard ; and it was neceaeary to condeecend, . . . to know bow todii- 
Bemble in time, as it ia prudence to accommodateone'sedf to the will<^a]], . ..lo 
Bacrífice glory and even victory tp preserve unión and afterwarda tiiomph I Tks 
struggle of Bolívar waa not with Bpain alone ; it was alao at the begimüng, 
with indifference of the masses, and after, and alwaya with the piide of tho 
leader», with anarchy, with fractional interest, with disoord, with the denieBtB, 
with searcity of resources, with selfislmesB. .... Only that sted-boond ioiil 
wbich nothing could cver weaken, could have suoceeded in obtaining, final^, 
the Uberty of Venezuela ; a people who seemed condemnod to peipetnal ilavoy. 

On aniving at this part of our history, Baralt discovers the pupoee of aooo»- 
ing the Liberator of some errors wbich he committed, he eay^ and to which he 
attributes that Morillo should not have been cut to piecea at Calaboxo afier ba 
had evacuated tbis dty. 

Baralt, when he wrote, bad all the liberty he dedred to aocuae the Liberator; 
bis encmies were ruling in Venezuela I Ájxá^ here in Caracas, in the cndle of 
Bolívar, it was not acceptable that bis achievmenta should be qK>ken of^ aor 
was the mention of bis immortal ñame aUowed. Bolívar, the man destined ftr 
the salvation of America ; the great leader, '* who aasimUated himaelf by Ü» 
faeroism, by tbe constancy, by the glory, by bis disastera even, to the natíon whick 
marched in his footsteps in ardent strugglea. .... Qrand figure in aD o» 
turies and in all nations,* he should not have friends, and stiU haa admiran ia 
his country amongst his own brethten whom he redeemed I The accusatioo oí 
Baralt was lawful ; the defenco would not have been so, ñor even tbe explicitífla 
of afihirs. This explication was the disobedience of the subalterna uid thrir 
vanity ; vices wbich botb incline to selfisbness, and wbich coet the countiy bft* 
ter and abundant tears I 

Morillo, free from the persecution of the Republicana, continued hia retroii 
towards the valleys of Aragua. Torrente writes that he waa dia§embíi»f ii» 
disorder ofaflight. Morillo was really fieeing, and fleeing fix>m a ahadow. 

* Conceptions of Sr. MacKenna, addreesed to BoUvar in hia biographie paTTipbVi 
of General San Martin. 
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Bolinr retomed to Calabozo. 

Before, in the town of Sombrero, be iseaed a proclamation, dbriícted to 
tbe inbabitants of tbe pUdns, annoancing to tbem tbat tbe armíes of Boyes 
and Morillo, wbicb were yaliant and Dumeroiu, bad remained stretcbed on tbe 
fleldfl consecrated to liberty ; tbat tbe city of Calabozo bad entored under tbe 
protection of tbe Repnblic, and tbat tbe remnants of tbe armj of Morillo, routed 
en the 12tb and lOtb, fogutires, were flceing, to inclose tbemselyes witbin tbe 
walls of Puerto Cabello, but in tain, be added, beeauBófrom thenee they nhall he 
eoMt into the $ea ; an army offreemeti^ brare and vietariouéy eannot meet retUtnnee, 
Vietory marehee hefare i/«, and Venetuela thall eee her cruel eonqueror» éurrender 
0r perM, LÁaneroe^ you are invineible ; your horeee^ your lancee and these dee- 
erte^/ree you frem tyranny. Tou will he independent in spite of the Spanieh 
Empire. 

To gil4 the ábame of tbe sorprise of Calabozo and tbe precipítate flígbt 
towardB Aragna, Morillo said in bis manifestó of tbe 6tb of Septcmber, 1820, 
that bis retreat bad been a military plan, quietl j concdyed, to attract Boliyar to 
tbe monntainons conntry, and render bis cayalry useless. Of courae, Diaz and 
Torrente repeat tbis story, as they woold baye anytbing else, praising tbe fore- 
thoQgbt and militarj talents of Morillo. But tbere was no sucb a tbing ; tbis 
plan has been of later inyention, and it is proyed by tbe dispatcbes and lettera 
of MoriDo. 

From tbese official dispatcbes, it can be deduced tbat the retreat was caused 
(beñdes tbat of tbe fear inspired by tbe yictoríous arms of Boliyar) by tbe want 
of proyisions and borses. Morillo does not eyen mentíon tbe plan wbicb be 
afterwards cboee, and does not merít tbe glory ottueh a daring projeet as Tor- 
rente writes, which project is represented as *' brougbt fortb by wisdom and a 
oontommate foretbonght." 

The liberator, as I baya said, nstumed to Calabozo after bis brilliant procla- 
mation of El Sombrero. He tbere saw bimself forced to make a new sacrifice, 
bj the great desire entertained by Paez of operating on the Apure, to take San 
Fernanda ^This operation,'* tbe Liberator said to bim, *^ was unnecessary ; tbat 
place will sonender itaelf, blockaded as it is, and witbout aid ; and, besides, we 
ahonld not in the present circumstances wcaken tbe army, wbicb has to opérate 
in a mafls to obtain a sure tríumpb.'* No reason was sufficient to dissuade Paez 
fhnn hia &yorite porpoee. He dismembered tbe army, and, finally, marcbed on 
the 28d of Febroary with bis cayalry, of wbicb be was prond. 

The liberator mado a yirtue of necessity, and conferred on Paez tbe nomina- 
tion of Commandant Qeneral of tbe proyince of Barinas, wbicb he was to 
Hbcnte. 

TMerance and pmdence, wbose performance is so proper, to be one wbo com- 
■tanda, were not malí yirtues in tbe beart of Boliyar; and in tbose circum- 
■tanoea so pressing, tbat a great deal of restraint was necessary in speaking ; a 
good diasemUing to suffer; a good counsel to succeed; a good strcn^h to 
nndertake ; the Liberator managed in sucb a manner, tbat be could flattcr bim- 
eélf of hiMwg eontemporiud teith all, to $ave and libérate all. 

When Paei aniyed at San Femando, the Colonel Onerrero, second in rom- 
■uuid of tiie diyiaion of Apure, bad alieady laid siege to tbe town ; nnfl tbe 
finoe bfoogfat by Paez was entirely uselesa, when, on the otber side, it was 
deariy seen thatit waa necessary tbat be sbould remaln with tbe main l)orly of 
tiie aimy, wUdí waa to íbllow the tracks of Morillo and oocnpy Aragua. 
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San Femando was reduced by bnnger. 

Bolívar, snpported by tbe opinión of a conncfl of war, maicbed (Sth of 
March) in the diiectíon of Cora. Aü the caralcy onder tbe command <^ Zana^ 
and some infantry, paaaed on to tbe othor ñde of Maracay, and oorered tbe 
strong poñtion of La Cabrera. 

The Liberator aitoated bis beadquarten at La Victoria, aftcr bATing gim ii 
person instmctions to Monagas, Zaraza, and otber diie&, in reqpect to Úe 
operations they sbould perform. 

Tbe occnpation of the ralleys of Aragna raiaed tbe preatíge of tbe Bepfibfi- 
can armiea. Tbe Bupreme Chief iaraed a decree in tbe íonn of s piodamatÍQa 
to tbe inbabitants of tbe valley of £1 Tay, calling to the ranka all tbe meo, aad 
ordering dric bodiea to be formed for tbe defence of tbe towna^ Tbis prodi- 
mation was distríbuted eyerywbere, and nndoubtedly would baye oiTered titt 
best exit if tbere bad been time to await ita reeolta^ 

Aa said docunent, of ao mocb importance, ia nnknown in bistoiy, and pof- 
aeaaing an antbentic copy, I give it to tbe preaa, tbat it msy aerre aa a baae ta 
tbe relation : 

'* No. HBÁDqUABTKBB OF COHBIIO^ 

14tb Man^ 1818, 8tb. 

Simón Bolívar, Bupreme Chirf of the RepMie, Captair^Oeneral of íke Ármm 
of Venmuela and New OranaeUt, etc., ete, 

To tbe inhabitanta of tbe yalleya of £1 Tny : 

Your terrítory boing free ñx>m enemiea, yonr fint daty ia to miite younelreito 
the govemment of tbe Repnblic, whicb, aa always, will treat you aa ita fiíTOZÜa 
childrcn. Your ]iberty« yoor Uves, and yonr propertiee are in perfect aecnrítj. 

Artícle let All persona capable of carrying arma aball aaaemble in the 
towns of tbeir Jurísdiction, taking witb tbem tbeir arma and cattle, or preaent- 
ing those they have for tbe aerrice of tbe Ropnblic. 

Art. 2d. Slayery being aboliabed in Venezuela, all tbe men wbo foimeily 
were slaree aball preaent tbemaelTea to tbe aenrice, to defend tbeir Iibcrty. 

Art. 3d. Tboee wbo know wbere tbere are properties bel<mging to tbe eneny 
aball give Information for tbeir captare. ^ 

Art 4tb. The commandanta and judgea of the towna and inhaUted placel 
aball assemble all the citizena, and form from tbem ciyic bodiea of infimtiy aad 
cayalry, íbr tbe defence of tbeir own firesidea. 

Art. StK All the forgee aball be employed in manufíMstnring lancea, and Al 
blacksmitba in arranging tbe arma for tbe aerrice of tbe moitioned cirie 
bodiea. 

Art 6th. Tbe commandanta of tbe towna aball baye tbe greateat yigQaaoiii 
preaerying ordcr in tbem, and cauae to be fblfilled all tbe articlea of ttía ediet 

BouyAB. 

But tbe poeition of onr anny waa fiüae and precarioua, placed, aa it wai» !■ 
the centre of two formidable enemiea— Morillo at Valencia, Láteme at Guana 
The Liberator did not bidé to bimaelf tbe períl in whicb be waa; andaihi 
knew that tbere ia no better adyice in war than rapidity, be dedded oqAi 
spot to attack Latorre, wbo bad left bia poaitiona, an<l waa alrsady mardúog. 
Hia plan waa, to deatroy bim, and afterwarda retom, flying on M<»ilIo to pnn 



LIFB OF BOLIYAB. 841 

him between two fiíea, rclying that Paez would concur finom San Carlos. Thís 
plan, «laríngly and ingeniously traced oui, should giye a decisiye blow to the 
royalialB ; bat, it was not executAsd, because, when Bolívar was iasuing hÍ8 last 
and most important orders, he was informed that Morillo had suoceeded in sur- 
prising the detachmcnt of La Cabrera, and the cavalry of Zaraza and Monagas, 
who were foraging in several ÜEUins, as careless as if the enemy were a tliousand 
leagues away. Few soldiera managed to escape, and the cavalryínen wero scat- 
tered, íbUowing unadvisedly the road of Cura, without minding the infantry, 
which had penetrated towards Caracan. Fortunately, Colonel Salcedo informed 
ürdaneta of what had happened, and Urdaneta Mnt his aid Travieso at top 
■peed, to advise the Liberator of the pcríl. 

It was at two o'clock p. u, of the 14th of March when Travieso fulOlled his 
miasion to the Liberator. This one (on the spot) ordered a violent retreat, 
and wlth reason ; because, if they delayed a few minatea more, the anny 
would bave seen itself inclosed between two hostile columns, and without the 
poadbility of retreat. At that time it was raining abundantly; the roads 
were muddy ; but the army marched all night, by the *^ Cuesta de las Muías,** 
and at daybreak it was at Cura. There it reposed awhile, and afterwarda pro- 
ceedüd to Bocachica with the renmants of the eavalry of Zaraza, who had al- 
leady joined him. 

Morillo roared with fury when he was informed at Cagua that Bolivar and 
bis aoldiers had already marched away. He pressed on, thinking to surprise 
them at Cura, wherc he arríved at one o*clock of the night ; but Bolivar had 
lefl, and at two in the moming he was informed that the enemy was pursuing 
liim. At tbis moment he ordered the park of artillery and baggage-waguns to 
defile for the ford of the ríver Semen, and he began his retreat slowly and in 
order; he placed his forcee in a largc plain and awaited Morillo. 

The day had not yet dawned, when the struggle began witk the vanguord, 
lefl by Morales. Qreat was the risk for all, as the enemy attacked vigorously 
and our troops resisted bravely. Ilopeful and depressed by tums, and in that 
most fierce and bloody encountcr, the combat^mts fighting so near to eoch othcr 
that their clothing was set on fire by the wadding of the muskets. They took 
and lost the ground altemately. At nine in the moming, the moment that 
Morillo arrived at full gallop with his aida, the royalists had lost 600 mcn. The 
Bofl was drenched in blood. The forces of Morales began to disbund ; Morillo 
endeavored to rally the dispersed, and was driven back ; but alas ! in this mo- 
ment defiled on the plain, and ñresh for the combat, the battalions of ^* La 
Union *' and ** Pardos de Valencia,** who were pushed forward, and their chargee 
weie cióse and our troops could resist no longer. The cavalry fled towards San 
Joan de loa Morros, and the infantry dispersed, marking out itself the tableaux 
of their eztermination. 

The losa suffered there by us was considerable. It is sufficient to say, eren 
the papera of the Liberator were taken. Prisoners there were none. The 
Spaniah reporta do not mention any. 

Generáis Urdaneta, Torres, Valdez, and other chiefs and officers were 
woanded. 

At the termination of that fierce struggle, a patriot soldier, who was mounted 
on the branch of a tree, threw his lance at Morillo, piercing him through the 
atomach. 

Torrente writea, that '' the heartless wretch was cut in two by Morillo with 
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bis sworcL" The same genenl boasted of this act at líadiid in 1887 ; bot H ii 
mitrue. Morillo was unable to use bis sword. In a few momeiitB he was at Úie 
gatea of deatb, and was condncted to Valencia. 

By a rare chance he recoyered.* The king rewarded bim with the títk of 
*' Marques de la Paerta.*^ 

Fortune also &yoi8 monsters I In the religious festíval whicb in tbanksgÍT- 
ing took place át Caracas on the recovery of the health of Morülo, the preachen 
extravagnntly beatowed on bim otber tilles, applying to the great siwaíwiii of 
the Amerícans the sacred words refening to the Redeemer: Ecet 9ir, OríeM 
ñamen ejué, To sucb a degiee arriyed the profime fanatidain of tbe rojafist 
príests !t 

The reports giyen by the royalists upon the battle of Semen, or of ''La 
Puerta,'' as they called it, oyerestimated oor loes. '* It is imponible," siid 
Correa, to the Captain-general of Caracas, ** that Boliyar can eyer repair bis k»» 
so seyere and terrible has been the blow of tbis day I The insoigent chief 
will no longer trouble us, going to bidé bis defeat in the desort.^ 

Correa was deceiyed. 

The disaster of La Puerta, an unhappy spot for the patriota, weakened Boli- 
yar. Qreater extermination and sorrow will be suffer afterwards, bat fear not, 
as he will not succumb. Likc unto Anteus, he will reooyer strength ; whei 
prostratcd to the earth, be is considered to be loet, and be will rise more power- 
fiíl to terrífy lús enemies, wbo are the enemies of tbe American ñame, and plant 
the banner of libcrty upon the gotbic turrets of despotism. Tbe miafortune 
of La Puerta shall be followed as if in a charm, more and more Eererses which 
will prore the inyindble constancy of Boliyar; but, bow graceñiUy wül not 
liis fortune come forth firom so many obetacles, firom such a long aeríea of de- 
feats and misfortnnes 1 From the darkneee of unbappinesa be wiü rise yictori- 
ous, and as he knew bow to be unhappy, he will reach to be fortúnate ; becaoie 
the best school of fortune is misfortune. 

* In giying the command to the Brigadier Corroa, Morillo charged him to^n- 
spect the Uves of the prisoners." Correa, a man of honor and yirtne, did not need 
tbis advertency. And it happened, having healed bis wouud. Morillo foigot thal 
inspiration of homanity, and shot and hong those wbo had the misfortune of fidl- 
ing into hls hands. The young man Florencio Toyar, captain-aid to tbe libentor, 
son of tbe ominent patriot Martin Toyar, and the Lieutenant-Colonel Joeé Fian- 
cisco Portero, Juan de Dios Morales, and Manfredo Bertolassi, were aboi ; this lart 
at Valencia, and the others at Caracas, La Goayra and San Carloa. 

f The unworthy abuse of tbe words of the sacred text applied in tbe honor of 
the most despotic and bloodthirsty men, is to be deploredl The Doctor Juan Aa- 
tonio Rojas Queipo, wbo was rector of the Scminaiy of Caracas, pronounoed the 
foBeral oration of the commandant generáis Don Joeé Tomas Boyea, and Don José 
Yañez, before Don Domingo Monteyerde (what ñames !), chooaing aa the text Ibr 
bis work the words of the brayest and most energetic oí the Maocabeea : JM»- 
mur in viriute prapter fratre$ noitroi, et non ii\feramwr crimen gioria nmhXB, Tte 
oration is a tiresome agglomeration of eulogies to the two dead, and to the five 
one who was listening to them, and who at bis cost ordered to be printed. Tben 
the sentences of the holy writings are tortured in abundanoe, and in them Bofei 
and Yañez aro compared to'^Saul, to Jonatas and the sons of Eli ; and Monteyerde 
with Moscs. . . In the beautiful mansión of the bappy tbere la notallowed topa» 
says St. John, theleast stain ; and bow can Boyes and Tafies be there I And nwib 
funeral eulogies I And the application of the saered texta I 



CHAPTER XXVII. 
1818 AND 1819. 

BATTLB Or Oltll— lUBPSISI OF KfCON DI LOf TOBOS— INMINIICT EUK OP BOUTAR— HB PALLS 
nCK AT APUBB— MABCB TO ANGOtTOBA— MISPOBTÜXBS OP TBB PATBI0T8— LABORS OP THB 
LIBBBATOB AT THB CAPITAL— BXPBOITION AGAIK9T ICBW GBANADA — TBOüOBT OP A98BM- 
BUHO A COBOBBBS AT ODATANA— MAKIPBST OP BOLITAB— MABCH TO MATüBfX— DBPBAT OP 
MABlITO— BOLÍVAR BBTÜRV8 TO AKOOBTÜRA — PAMODB DBCBBB OP TBB SOtH OP KOTBM- 
BBB— THB LIBBRATOR GOBS TO TBB APÜRB— RBSPBCT ANO lüBMISSIOX OP PABB — HB BB- 
BBTABU8HBS ORDBR AND DBSCBNM THB ORINOCO TO ANGOSTURA. 

THE cliffs of Semen, abandonéd by the dispersed patríot8, were not occnpied 
by the royalists. ... So coBÜy was the yictory, that breath was scarcely 
left to the yictor to ang victory I 

The army of Bolívar marched by Parapara and Ortiz, towards Rastro (March 
19th)« and that of Morillo, which proyisionally remained under the orders of 
I>on Ramou Correa, awaited the airÍTal of Latorre to march towards Calabozo, 
Tfithoat meanwhile harassing the retreat of its contraríes. 

The Líberator lost no timo ; he reorganized and íncreased the columna (this 
was now easier) and remountcd the caralry ; he dispatched General Pedro León 
Torrea to tho Apare to order to his relief the forces of Paez and Cedeno ; and 
placed Calabozo in the best state of defence, so much so, that when Latorro 
carne upon Calabozo, he was surprísed at not finding díspersed and demoralízed 
troops aa he believed, but a respectable army, almost eqoal to that he fought at 



On this he rctreated precípitately to Ortiz. 

Bolívar, indefatígable, pursued hím, harassing his rear-goard, and so near, that 
ihey anived almost at the same time at Ortiz (26th of March). Latorre occu- 
pied the heights ot the entiy to the town with almost one thousand infantry 
and a sqoadron of cavalry. BoUvar determined to forcé those positions, com- 
bttting for upwards of five hours without ceasing, with eztraordínary bravery, 
and onr troops even succeeded in takíng the first height ; but nothíng was 
gained by this, as Latorre fcll back to the second, the cavalry rodé over rocka 
and huís to reach the Spanish battalions, and 500 horsemen ddsmounted to aíd 
tfae iníSuitry ; bnt the ground, fall of declívítíes and fissures, was an insuperable 
obstacle against which the intrepídity and valor of our soldiers were fruitlessly 
daahed. 

BoHvar abandonéd the bold undertaking ; and Latorre, fearing to be attack- 
ed s second time, and then perhaps surrounded, retreated at night, aílently, to 
Cmm. 

In this encoonter on the heights of Ortiz, the bravo Colonel Qenaio Yazqaes 

(848) 
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was mortany wonnded. He died, in eflect, the next day. YAsqnex 
officer of good seryice; patriotic; of prored valor, and of inoompaimtíe 
dexterity with the lance. It is affinned that it was him who gaye MoríDo ao 
fonnidable a lance-thrngt that it nailed him to the aaddle. 

Aa the attempta of the Liberator to penétrate to Caracaa bjthe road of Con 
were in vain, he changed hÍ8 plan. ** If we do not ancceed aoon in occupying 
the capital/' he aaid, " we will take possesaion of the Weat P* . . . And oa 
the spot he ordcred Paez to raarch by Pao to opérate against San Cario& (31it 
Harch.) He went to Calabozo to raise soldiera. He Mnt Monagaa to Baicdona; 
Zaraza to Sombrero ; Soublette to Gua3rana • . . all with the oráer of recmit- 
ing mcn. He waa besides preparíng provisiona, and coUected hone^L So 
opportune and successñxl were hia meaaurea, that in lesa than eight dajs he 
aaw himself at the head of 600 soldiera and some well-moonted cayalry. With 
this forcé he thooght of increasing the army of Paez, who waa on the road to 
San Carlos, and he immediately set oat (8th of April), by San Joaé de Tizna- 
do& In this town he awaited the colamn of the Colonel Jnato Brioe&o, wbo 
ooold not arrive before the 16th« and by evening of the aame day, at aniiiet, he 
marched out to take np positions at the Rincón de loe Toroa, hatf a leagne dia- 
tant ÍTom San Joaé. 

The Colonel Don Rafael López waa approaching yery near at the head of sz 
royalist squadrons, and with the f pecial order not to permit the jnnction of tha 
Liberator with Paez ; but Bolívar ignored it. 

López, who was daring, and mcditated a sarpríae, approached the camp of 
Bolívar as near as he could, protected by the deceitful Üght of the moon, which 
was already setting, and even succceded in taking prisoner the aervant of 
the chaplain of the Liberator, Fr. Esteban Prado, who was aeeldng in the 
field some lost horses. By the servant, López was informed of the minute 
tliings and the details of the liberating general's camp, even to the spot wbere 
Bolívar slept, and the officers and sergeanta who coramanded the patroL With 
Buch abundant dates, a captain of dragoons of La Union, Don Tomas de Reno- 
vales,'*' conceived the project of killing Bolívar that night, an<í ofiered to eze- 
cute it. López thought the blow was certain, and gave permiasion to Reno- 
vales ; he himself preparíng to attack the patríots at daybreak. 

Renovales chose thirty-six soldiers, who volnnteered to accompany him ; but 
he only took eight. When he had already got cióse to the spot wbere Bolívar 
slept, he met the patrol of the sub-chief of staíT, Colonel Francisco de Paula 
Santander. He was askcd several questions by this chieí^ and thcy were all 
satisfactoríly replied ; and brínging the servant with him by hia side, the aasaa- 
sin walked on with the safety of a member of the camp. Baralt affirms that 
** Bolívar, being awake when Santander was cxamining Renovales, he left hii 
hammock almost naked, and rctired to some distance, from whence he heard 
the reporta, and snpposing with reason his troops to be snrronnded, he íled 

* Baralt saya (copying from Montenegro), " Don Mariano Benovalea.** Thb ii 
an error. The Spaniard who offered to aasfuwinate the Liberator at Binoon de k» 
Toros was namod Tomas. Don Mariano de Renovales was a Sp&niah lieutenaat- 
general, who waa at London towards the end of 1617 ; from thia capital he 
wroto to the Liberator throogh the médium of Don Luís Lapes Mendei, offeiiag 
bis Services to the cause of American independence, and the Liberator anawend 
on the 20th of May, 181& 
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from that spot witbont daring to retnin.** This íb nntrne ; and the circum- 
stance of making the liberator retire almost naked becauae he had only heard 
the ezamination of a patrol, seems to be an inrentcd storj, tu represent him 
aa a coward, when he waa not. 

The royalist hiptoríans imagine him to be fleeing by acddent in hi¿ ihirt- 
sleeteé, . . To tbem this ridiculoos fable is appropríate. Santander, who had 
ft little of the peninsular accent, did not discorer the deception hy the pro- 
nundation of Renovales; he was going towards the tree where the Liberator 
was, to reoeiTe ordera, and Renovales, who aífirmed to give an account of hi8 
commisdon, also followed to the same point The Liberator seated himself in 
the hammock, to be in aptitude to hear better and dispatch ; and wlien the 
aiwaaiiin and his eight companions fíred he was immovable. The balls paased 
above bis head, and wonnded the horses which were feeding ncar by. *' Neither 
ia it trae,'' as aiys Montenegro, and Baralt reproduces, " that the chaplain Prado 
and the Coloncl Salcedo lost their lives there." No ; none of those who slept 
in that i^ot were wonnded or killed. Tlie Spanish party, in their retreat, met 
only the Oolonel Femando Galindo, and a soldier thrust bis bayonet into bis, 
body. Resides, to contradict fortunately that of Bolivar fleeing from the spot 
without daring to retum, it is sufficient to say that the Liberator, knowing, 
although late, the proximity of the royalifits, gave bis orders to await tbem, 
evading the alarm, that could have been prodaced on that fatal night. Thanks 
to theae dispositions, our troops were ready to meet the enemy át dawn of day, 
and if Bolivar had fled, witbont daring to retum, it is clear that he would not 
have been present in the ranks at daybreak to direct the battle. 

The Spaniard Torrente relates it in a different nmnncr. ^ Renovales, prozi- 
mate to the appointed spot," he says, '' fell in with the patrol commanded by the 
tab-chief of stafi^ Santander; the obscurity of the night, the identity of lan- 
gnage and aniforms, and the skill with which Renovales gave the countersign, 
opened the road to him for the consummation of bis porposes. On approach- 
ing the hammocks, they aU fired at one time and bayoneted those who slept in 
them. Providence who oonserved the days of Bolivar, in the same manner that 
It pleases itsdf for its inexorable ends in giving vitality and Ufe to poisonoos 
inaecta, wild animáis and birds of prey, who do not have, in appearance, no 
otfaer instinct than that of cansing injury to the remaining beings, disposed that 
Bolivar shoold ríse finom bis bcd for an urgent neee9$ity^ a few momonts before 
the sorprise ; which casual inddent saved him from the death sufiered by bis 
thzee companions. 

According to this, it is not now that he fled naked when he heard the cxam- 
ination of Renovales, but that, for an vrgent rueeuity (all an invention of Tor- 
rente), he was distant from the spot of the surprise. 

Dncondray-Holstein, on bis side, who has notbing to do neither with the 
nákednees of these, ñor the necessity of those, relates the surprise to the füll of 
his wiah, and depicts Bolivar as full of fear, taking advantage of a few instants 
to jnmp from the hammock to the horse, and running at fúll speed, without 
rtopping to think of his soldiers añd iriends who remained surrounded. 

Tboae who show themselves least hostile to the Liberator, accusing withal, of 
having allowed himaelf to be surprised. As if surpiises and accidente could be 
eraded in a country divided in ideas and affections, and where tbenature of the 
MU and ita geological formations are perfectly adapted for the ambushes and 
stratagema of war. From the moment that an unexpected acddent gave the 
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royalisis informatioii of the paaiword mnd conntenlgii, tlia loriniíe waa practi- 
cable with succeas. Ca»ar wm Borpriaed in bis camp on the botden of tiie ñnr 
Sambra. Demetriua at Oazza; Semproniua, ai Trébia. .... Notwitbatandiiig; 
it has occurred to none to accose theae great leaden for them ; aad, if wdl ood- 
sidered, they had lees excuse than Bofiyar. 

As Bolívar had suspected, the troops of López did not wait the light of daj 
for the stroggle, and, before daybreak, thej had b^an it bloodj and not nw- 
lessly. At the flret attack, a part of our canüry gaye way amaaed and pertiirfoed, 
and this occasioned the destniction of the infimtry. The republican troops 
scarcely reaisted. The royalists actíyely pursaed onr dispened soldien, and all 
that was in the camp was lost 

But, the pleasure of the yictory was embittered, for the yictor on aeeiiig 
the body of López, his heart pierced by a ball at the terminatíon of the wesk 
stmggle.* 

On that day, on which so onfortonate a star inflaenoed orer the destiny of 
the conntry, the Liberator saw himself in great risk of dying, or what w» 
woree, of falling prisoner ; becaose, fieeing after loóng the battle, he entered t 
dense forest ; he endeayored to pass througb it on horseback, bat it waa impoi- 
aible ; he then dismounted and took off his hat and coat so as not to be known, 
and sallying again on the plain, the enemy was literally on him ; none of those 
who wcre fleeing wished to giyo his horse to Boliyar, thoogh he aaked it of 
seyeraL Finaliy, a cayalry soldier, who recognized him, had the generoaity of 
giving him the well-equiped horse he mounted, he remaining in the risk of 
perishing. 

The historíans of Colombia and Venezuela do not mention who was tiiii 

well-deeerying soldier, who sayed Bolívar from certain death. Histoiy, 

which is the witness of times, is not often the Ufe of memory, as it Icayes to per- 
ish in silence ñames which tho porest gratitude wonld consécrate to immortal- 
ity. I haye taken great pains in finding ont who was this soldier, in order to 
make known his ñame to posterity ; and my pains have not been in rain. . . . 
as I belieye I can affirm that he is named Leohabdo Inpautk, of Mataría, the 
same who, then a colonel, died a few years since at Bogotá. It is miaacertain- 
able if it is this one or another who killed the López ; but, the horse he moant- 
ed, and which he generously ofícred to the Liberator, was that of López, andón 
the silyer stirmps could be seen the initials, R. L. ; a circomstance which kft 
no doabt of the death of that terrible enemy. 

The Supreme Chief consideríng that no important enterprise coold be nndo^ 
taken with that remnant of forcea which he was able to concéntrate at El Rss* 
tro, he gaye them in charge of Gkneral Cedeno, naming him Commandant-Gen- 
eral of the plains of Calabozo ; and he determined to march and join Paei, 
whom he then knew to be in the neighborhood of Paa He depaited then with 
forty men who yolonteered to accompany him, and, trayeling three days and 
threu nights, he foond himself at the ford of Goaderrama, on the riyer Porto- 
gaesa ; he was there informed that Paez was near San Carlos ; bat, the tnTel 
being dangeroos on the road which led to this point, he resolved to proceed to 

* López was a nativo of Barinas, a man of color, intrepid, and of alnindar abQI- 
tiea for gaerrilla warfiut). He served the king with a wcnderfúl decirioo, and 
cansed great i^jory to the patriota, who were rejoioed on knowing that thej mn 
wim tiee ftom snch a formidable enemy. 
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San I^Bmando de Apure by way of Camaguan, from wbence he reinforced tbe 
diriflion of Cedefio, and loyied new bodies to opérate in the persecutíon of boa- 
tile banda.* 

The Liberator passed at San Femando almost the whole of the month of 
May in áckneeB ; as the evils and miafortonee of the coontry succeeded in break- 
ing down bis iron constitution. He was there informed oif the loes of the bat- 
tie of Cojédes (2d of May), bitter for Paez and the independents, although not 
yeiy pleaáng to the royalists ; and, he was also infonned of the defeat of Cede- 
no at the Cerro do los Patos, and the taking of Calabozo by Morales (20th of 
May). All that had been gained at the commencement of the year was lost. 
There was no longer any money, arms, ñor ammunition. The other articles of 
war were scanty. The repnblican army was destroyed ; the infantry, at least, 
the essential base of all regular armies, did not ezist, and a great portion of 
thoae horses which were brought from the fertile pastures, washed by the Ara- 
uca and Apure, had fell into the power of the royalists, or had perished. The 
mind of Boliyar, which alone preserred itself integral and better tempered, 
drew forth from misfortunes opportunitieB of hope, and frt>m the abandon* 
ment of fortune motires for victory and greatness. 

* I with pleasure take advantage of a note which the General Daniel F. 0*Leaij 
communicated to the Sr. Restrepo, on the mode of Ufe of the Liberator on the 
plains of Venezuela. Said note is the foUowing : 

" When Bolívar was on the plains, his life was that of a ' llanero.' He would 
liae with day, and mount his horse to visit the different bodies of troope that were 
near. On his way he would enoouiage erery one with a few affectionate words or 
flattering remembrances. He followed the marches with his staff, and at mid-day 
he would dismouDt and bathe, when there was a oommodity ; breakfast on meat 
Hke all the rest, and repose in his hammock. Then he dictated the orders which 
he had to oonmiunicate and dispatched his correspondenoe, which he did continu- 
aUy moving in his hammock. Aíter the troope had eaten their short ration of meat, 
the march was continued until flye in the evening, the hour customary to encamp, 
choosing, if poesible, some tree or small bnsh. If the scene was not yaried by 
■orne enoounter with the Spaniards, each sucoeeriTe day represented monotonoualy 
the same events ; of raiiáng the camp, marching during the day and encamping 
anew at night always under the canopy of heaven, as they never had any tents. 
Generáis, chie&, and officers were, in respect to the mode of living, on a foot of 
entire equality with the soldiers ; they partidpated in the same fatigues, they ate 
the same rations, water and meat, prepared in the same manner. Eren in dress 
they were aU equal, the Liberator using on the plains no distinction ; it even 
Bometimea happened that his wardrobe gave way. It is evident, then, that those 
campaigns of Venezuela were the moet painñü in the agitated life of the Libera- 
tor and his well-deeerving comi>anions-Ín-arms. The Liberator was then in all the 
Tigor and strength of his age (thirty-six), and he exposed himself to suffer the 
greatest fatigues, as riding fifteen and twenty hours at a time, with great rapidity, 
and only eating a pieoe of roast meat. The innumerable cattle, which pastured on 
the yast plaina washed by the Orinoco and its affluents, were the indispensable 
base to attaln the independence of Venezuela. Without them the patriots, poor, 
miserable and houselees, would have perished of hunger, of sickness, and of all 
Idnda of pains, hid in their dens in the dense solitary foresta. But the abundanoe 
of eattla and horses sared them, and finally oonducted the tri-color flag to Caracaa, 
Ia Ouayra, Puerto Cabello, casting out the Spanlards, who for more than thiee 
bttikdred years had mled, peopled and dviliied the oountry." 
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The libentor Bent to BaroelcniA, Comalia and Giuyaiía, tlie Genei^ 
Yaldes and other chlefr, to ncniit meax, with wbich to fonn a new anny, and he 
liimself leñ for Angostura on the ^th of May, canTÍiig with him bis ataff and 
a few columns of iníantry. 

He arriTed at Angoetora on the 7th of Jone. 

Bermodez arriTed at thia point almoet at the same time aa the Liberator ; and 
infonned him of the complete loes of Cmiiana ; of bis defeat at " Paerto de la 
Madera,*' and of the new contrarieties of Marino, wbo bad been the canae of hb 
defeat He waa also informed there of the loes of Marino bimself at Comana- 
coa, and the preponderance wbich waa seemingly being taken by tlie royaUfli 
on all sidea ; increasing ita conflicta the newa that were reoeiTad from Apure, 
that " the troops had disowned the authority of Bc^rar and named Paei ddef 
of the anny and aupreme dictator of the country.*' 

Boliyar thén aaw bimself in one of thoee horrible átnatíona wbere the gieal- 
eat minds are dejected and creatfallen. Nerer had fortune in the tbeatre of ti» 
worid represented sucb difierent cfaaracters. 8he showed beraelf fiíYorable to te 
royalists who feared reversea, and severe to the independenta wbo ezpected facr 
&vor9 ... All was wisdom on the part of Providence, so that men migbt lean 
how to understand, fear and hope, in order that the mind may not be exalted 
by this, ñor humiliated by that, more than is just 

The Liberator, at one look of the penetrating sight wbich discorers all, con- 
mdered the circumstances by which he was surrounded, rendered grarer by tbe 
want of money, by the want of men, by the want of subordination and good 
understanding amongst the subaltem chiefs ; he considcred how morally pemi- 
cious bis downfall would be (as nüsfortunes frighten away cven íiriends) ; bot, 
determinad to confesa bis ruin, he also deaired to revire the hopea of libcrty 
and glory in the minds of good patriota. For this reason, replying to a band- 
eóme letter for the Sr. Pueyrredon, Supremo Director of the Proyincea of La 
Plato, and spoaking to the iohabitanta of that fortúnate conntiy, be said: 
Undoubtedly Venezuela^ eoMeerated entirely to hdy liherty^ coiuiden ker merificn 
09 vicíorUs, Her torrents of bload^ the flring of her toíon$y the attoltíU ruin of 
all the crtationn ofman^ajid ecen of nature ; the offenaU on the alian of tke 
eouHtry. 8he is to-day plunged in mourning ; Uhmorrow, when oorored witk 
laureh^ 9he hae extinguiihed the laet tyrants who profane her $oilj then ehe toiH in- 
vite you to one $ole eoeiety^ eo that ovr motto may he Uniom Uf South Amexicá. 
Tor, the country of America should he one alone, 

Bolirar was scomfhlly abandonad by fortune ; and she abandoned bim, when 
he Icast ezpected ; but, then, becoming still more haughty, it could be said that 
he aspired to wrench by forcé her &vor8. Like Charlea YH. of France, he 
could exdaim : ** I appeal from the insults of fkte to the greatneaa of my heart, 
and my sword." . . . And we will see whether bis firmness availed him.* 

* The letter which the Liberator wrote to the Sr. Don Joan Martin de Pneyn»> 
don, sapieme director of Buenoa Ayres, waa in reply to another of thia peraonage^ 
who wished to be the first to wrlte to Bolívar. The nnanimona vote of the Con- 
groas of Tacoman had elected him on the 29th of July, 1816, aupreme direetor of 
the republic ; and in sucb a character he wrote to oor Liberator. PneynodkNi 
waa a man, under many titlea ; one of the moat distingoisbed Argentinea of that 
epoch. Young, brave, endowed by natore with a martial and cayalier aspee!, 
which waa heightened by a oareful education. Leamed and Inde&tigaUe alte^ 
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The days following tbe arríTal of the Liberator at Angostura were employed 
by bim in merely administratíve occupatíons. Tbe Republic sbould Btrengtben 
itself as mucb by amiies as by laws ; and, perbaps, the Liberator recalled that 
famous saying of the Emperor Jostinani : ** It is proper that the supreme power 
be adomed not only wiüi arma, but also with laws,"* or that other of Tolius : 
— ** Athens deriyed as mucb firom the yictorics of Tbemistoclcs as from the 
lawB of Solon."t He reorganized the supreme goyemment, which, during bis 
absence, had been in charge of the Council of State ; he appointed secretaries ; 
be dictated many measures for organization, and created the *' Correo del Ori- 
noco,*' a wcekly periodical, the Sr. Francisco Antonio Zea, a fertile and ele- 
gant wríter, being appointed editor. 

But afterwards, tuming all bis attention to tbe afiaira of the war, he named 
Han ño Commander-General of the operations in the proyince of Cumana, 
generously forgetting bis fitults, and proving that be knew how to command 
heeatue he hnew hato to disíembU ; he oi^ganized new bodies at Upata, at Ango9- 
tora, and in some towns of the province of Barcelona ; he gaye energetic orders 
for the suppression of the mutiny on the Apure, and dispatched Bermudez 
from Angostura to takc possession of Quiria, in combination with the Admiral 
Brioo. The occupation of Quina had for its objoct the protection of the 
commerce of Angostura ; to co-operate to the operations of Marino, and to 
deprive the royalists of Cumana of all the resources which thcy drew from the 
leeward coasta^ 

Wbilst tbe Liberator was attending to tbe administration of the free coun- 
tiy, and that he was issuing new decrees on the exemption of foreigners from 
Benrice, upon contraband, and the mode of performing the judgment for con- 
ñscation, providing the govemors of the provinces with pólice, &c. ; he was 
also occupied in sending to Casanare, with arms and ammunition^ the General 
Francisco de Paula Santander, naming bim chief of tbe column which sbould 
be formed, and which would compose the yanguard of the libcratlng army of 
New Granada. Bolívar never forgot the Granadanians, from whom he had re- 
ceired so many proofii of ñiendship and esteem, and acknowledging these 
fiíTon, be ezhorted thom to join their efforts, working mutually for independ- 
«ooe; because '* the day of América ha$ arrived^''^ be said to them. 

Santander was accompanied by several Granadanian and Yenczuelan chieft, 
and maicbed from Angostura, on the 26th of August, ascending the Orinoco. 
At bis departure, the Liberator gave bim many printed copies of the procla* 
mation, which he directed to the Granadanians; and preasing the hand of San- 
tander: **Fareweli, general,*' be said, '^you may rely that Morillo is worth 
notbing. Hold it as certain, and communicate it to all, that the Spanish power 
in America is crumbling to pieces in the midst of its apparent prosperities I" . . 

Tbe prodamation he gaye bim read thus : 

priser, he dlstinguished himself soon in the defence of Buenos Ayree agalnst the 
English, and fighting in Upper Pera agalnst the Spaniards. He it was who com- 
binad the plans of the invasión of Chili, for which parpóse he carne to Cordova to 
speak with San Martin ; and it was he who reinfoiced the army of Salta, to resist 
tba forioos attacks of the General Don José de la Sema. Paeynedon saved Buenos 
AyieSy and to bim was resenred the honor of publishlng the act of independence 
of that wealthy American nation. 

* In proem. insüt. f OíaoRO, Ojio. 
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** The armj of Morillo no longer existo ; newezpeditioiis wldch come to i 
forcé also baye diBappeared. More iban twenty thonsand Spaniards haré 
drencbed tbe boU of Venezaela with their blood. Hnndreda of combata, gloii- 
ons to tbe liberating arma, bare prored to Europe tbat America baa aa just ny 
Tengers, as abe baa magnanimous defenderá. Tbe world amazed, contemplatet 
witb joy tbe miracles of liberty and of yalor againat tyranny and forcé. 
Tbe Spanisb empire bas employed ito vast resoorces againat bandíols of men, 
muumed and eyen naked ; but animated bj liberty. Heayen baa crowned car 
jostice. Heayen, wbicb protects liberty, baa fiUed our deairea, and baa aent oa 
arms witb wbicb to defend bumanity, innocence and yiitae I Generous and 
wariike foieigners baye come to place tbemselyee under tbe standard of Vene- 
zuela. And can tbe tyranto continué tbe struggle, wben our reaiatance bas di- 
minisbed tbeir forcé, and increoscd ours f 

*' Spain, wbicb Ferdinand aflicto by extenninating dominión, toucbea ai ber * 
end. Swarms of óur corsairs annibüate ber commerce, ber fielda are deaolatg, 
because deatb bas followed ber cbildren ; ber treasures drained by tbe twcntj 
years of war ; tbe national spirit drowned by tazea, leyies, inquidtion and 
dcspotism. Tbe most fearñil catastropbe runs rapidly oyer Spain. Granada- 
nians I tbe day of America bas arriyed, and no buman power can delay the 
course of nature, guided by tbe band of Proyidence. Join your efforta to tboee 
of your bretbren ; Venezuela witb me goes to free you, as yoa witb me in past 
years baye liberated Venezuela. Akeady our yanguard coyers with the bril- 
liancy of ito arms some proyinces of your territory, and tbis same yanguard, 
powerñilly assisted, will cast into tbe sea tbe destroyers of New Granada. Tht 
9un thaU not complete the eourte of it$ actual periodo without 9eeing in áU ycw 
territory altaré raised to liberty, 

*' Headquartere of Angostura, August 15tb, 1818, eigbth year of the inde- 
pendence. Simón BoLiyAB." 

Tbis promise, wbicb seemed a madness, was strictly fulfiUed . . . 

As soon as tbe Liberator bad iasued tbe proclamation, wbicb baa just been 
read^ be dlsposed tbe embarkation of bis guard of honor íbr San Femando, 
and be prepared bimself to croes tbe Orinoco at Soledad, to contínue on to 
Maturin. His object was to reyiew tbe troops of Marino and Bermndez ; to 
establisb formally the siege of Cumana, if tbe place could not be taken by 
aasault, and to giye Brion orders for bis last operations ; but tbe amount of 
administratiye labor was sucb, tbat in spite of all tbe efforto be made to leaye 
for Angostura, he was notwithstanding delayed until the end of October. 

One of the attentions by wbicb bis mind was preocupied, was that of tbe 
conyocation of tbe Congress. 

Tho meeting of a national assembly offered poñtiye adyantagea ; in it tbe 
Liberator sbould find a shiold againat bis offenders ; a souroe of justificatioii in 
his measures and of reaources in his operations. Perhapa tbere are not wanting 
aomo who sbould oppose the supreme power of Boliyar; and thia one, nerer 
attached to the command, bebdd witb pleasure, that limite should be pot to 
the pretexto of tbe ambitious, íalsely coyered with tbe mantle of repubücsn- 
iam and liberty. On tbe lOth of October, then, he assembled tbe CouncQ of 
Stote, and opening the session in person, be proposed tbe conyocation of the 
Cangrean oí Veneiuela for the Ist of January, 1819 ; he manifeated the neces- 
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sity tbat the sopreme goyernment tboald take a repnblican fonn, and that there 
áhonld be called to compose it otber distíngoisbed citízens, who coold establiab 
it OD flolid fonndatíons ; tbat a wairíor like bim, drawn íreqaently to the battle- 
field, it waa impomible tbat be coald be at tbe same time tbe magistrate and 
the croator of tbe repnblic ; finally, tbat notbing was bo mucb opposed to bis 
penonal cbaracter and destíny, tban tbe exercise of tbe goyemment) repeating 
that tbe time bad arriyed tbat otber 'enligb tened citizens sbould relieve bim 
from bis fbnctions. In conseqnence, be proposed to tbe Conncil tbat it sboald 
appoint a special committoe, so tbat it migbt discuss tbe mode of making tbe 
popular elections, and tbat it sbonid present a project of \aw for tbe conyoca- 
tion of tbe self-constitnted Congress of Venezuela. Tbe snbject beiag discnssed, 
it was agreed in tbe same session tbat tbe conyocation of the Congress was con- 
yenient and eyen necessary, and tbe indicatcd committee was appointed. It 
was composed of tbe citizens Juan Germán Roscio, Femando Penalyer, Juan 
Ifartinez, Ramón €kacia Cádiz, Luis Peraza and Diego Bautista Urbaneja, mem- 
bero of tbe Coundl. Tbe supreme cbief chose as its president, (General Rafael 
Uidaneta, and as secretary, Gtocia Cádiz. 

Tbe committee ended its labora, and tbe law was adopted and ordered to be 
ezecnted« Tbirty -ñye representatiyes were to compose the second Yenezuelan 
Congress, and tbe inauguration of tbe body was fixed for the Ist of Janu- 
aiy, 1819. 

On tbis occasion, tbe Liberator gaye a manifest " to tbe Yenezuelans,'' con- 
Toking tbe Congress and sketching tbe bistory of tbe eyents of tbe former years. 
Wbat a precious document I Wben one reads tbe sublime productions of tbe 
Liberator, there comes to tbe mind tbose words which were said of Csesar : 
J3i>dem animo icrip$U quo hellanit. He wrote in tbe same mannor tbat he strug^ 
gled. .... and bis struggles were Titanio I 

Tbe manifest or conyocation reads tbus : 

^ Yerbzuslaks i 

'* Tbe Congress of Venezuela sbould fix tbe &te of the Repnblic, fougbt and 
wmndering so manj years. Our wounds wfll be bealed under tbe care of a legit- 
ímate represcntation. It is not by a yain ostentation, ñor to make my apology, 
tbat I sball speak to you of myselC I baye seryed you, and I shall render you 
an account of my conduct Wben tbe conyulsions of nature plunged the people 
of Venezuela in tbe most profound dcjection, Gkneral Monteyerde caused our 
ncwly-fledged Republic to be nuil. I, who feared tyranny more tban deatb, 
abandoned the sbores of Venezuela, and I wont to seek tbe war carried on 
against tbe tyrants in New Granada, as tbe only relief to tbe pains of my beart. 
Heayen beard my desires and groans, and tbe goyernment of Cartagena placed 
nnder my orders four bundred soldiers, who in a few days liberated tbe Mag- 
dalena and tbe greater portion of tbe proyince of Santa Marta. Immediately 
I marched to Cficuta, and there yictory dedded for our arma. Venezuela saw 
me appear in her territory, crowned witb tbe fayors of fortune. 

"Tbe Congress of New Granada gaye me the permission of redeeming my 
conntry. Very soon I bad tbe bappiness of re-establishing the authorities con- 
atituted in tbe first epocb of tbe Republic in tbe proyinces of Mérída, Trujillo, 
and Barinas. Tbe capital of Caracas recoiyed tbe Granadarian soldiers in its 
bosom ; but Puerto Cabello, coyered by its walls, afterwards called my attention 
by its resistance ; and it scarcdy gaye me time to take measures tbat sbould 
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■aye from diaorder the rart oomitiy ibat we had anatcbed from tbe ^mnta af 
BpaiiL 

** The expcditíon of Salomón canaed the royalists to conceiye new hopea, and, 
althottgh defeated at Barbóla and Laa Trincheraa, it inñiaed aoch oonrage to onr 
onemiea, that almost simultaneoualy the Llanos and the weat of Venezuela iom 
agaÍDft US. The battlea of Mosquitero and Araure gare na back the Llanos 
and the West Then I flew firom the battle-field to the capital ; abdicated the 
supreme power, and rendered an account to the people the dd of Janoary, 1814^ 
of the events of the carapaign and of my military and cítü adminiatration, The 
people in a mass replied in a unanimoua yoíco of approbation, oonfening anew on 
me the dictatorial power which I already exerciaed. New revenica called me to 
the campaign, and aftcr the most bloody struggle, I retumed from tbe fidd of 
Carabobo, to convoke the representatiyee of the people that they ahould oonsti- 
tate the goTemment of the Republic 

*' The disaster of La Puerta plunged into chaos onr afflicted coontiy, and notin 
ing could then panry the bolts launched against her by the anger of HeaTen. 

" I marcbed to New Granada ; I gave an account to the Granadanian Congresaof 
the exit of my mission ; they rewarded my serricea, oonfiding me a new aimy 
of Granadanians and VenezueUns. Cartagena was the tomb of thia army, which 
should havc giyen Ufe to Venezuela. I abandoned aU for the weal of my coon- 
tiy ; I Toluntaríly chose an exile, which could be of good to New Granada, as 
well as to Venezuela. Proyidence had already decieed the ruin of theae un- 
happy regioDs, and sent them Morillo with bis exterminating army. 

**I sought an asylum in a foreign island, and I went to Jamaica alone, with- 
out resourcea, and almost without hopea. Venezuela and New Granada lost, I 
still tbought of expelling their tyrants. The island of Hayti leceiycd me hos- 
pitably ; the magnanimous Prcsident Petion lent me bis protectíon, and unáa 
bis auspices I formed an ezpedition of three hundred men, comparable in yalor, 
patriotism and yirtue to the companíoDS of Leónidas. Almost all haye already 
died ; but the exterminating army has also períshed. Three hundred patríots 
came to destroy fiftocn thousand Europeans, and have succeeded. 

*< On my arriyal at Margarita, a general assembly made me Supreme Chief of 
the nation ; my intention was to conyoke there the CongresSb A few months 
afterwards, in effect, I convoked it ; the eyents of the war did not allow, how- 
eyer, this desired act of the natíonal wilL Guayana free, and the greater part 
of Venezuela also free, nothing now impedes us to retum to the people tiieir 
aoyereign rights. 

^^ Venezuelans I Tour arma haye destroyed the obstaclea opposed by tyranny 
to your emancipation. And I, in the ñame of che liberating army, place yon in 
possession of the priyilege of your imprescriptible righta. Oor aoldiets hate 
fought to saye their brethren, wiyea, fiítíieni and sons ; but they haye not foogfat 
to oppress them. The army of Venezuela only imposes on you the conditíon of 
preserying intact the sacred deposit of liberty. I impoee on you another not 
less just and requisite for the fulfiJlment of precious conditíon ; elect aa magis- 
trates the most ^-irtuous of your citizens, and foiget if you can in your electíons, 
thosc who haye iiberated you. As for me, I renounce foreyer the authoríty you 
haye conferred on me, and I shaU neyer admit any other, which may not be 
military, as long as the unhappy war of Venezuela laata. Tbe fírst day of peaoe 
ihall be last of my command. 

^ Venezuelansl Do not look back upon the paat eyenta, but only to be hor- 
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lified at tbe evils which haré destroyed you ; hide your sight from the moum- 
ful monaments which recall your cruel losses ; tiiínk only of Vhat you are going 
to do, and remember well that you are all Venezuelans, natiyes of the same coun- 
trjf members of the same society, and citizens of a same Republic. The 
clamor of Venezuela ia liberty and peace ; our arms shall conquer peace, and 
your wifldom will gire os liberty. 

"Simón Bolívar. 
" Headqnartera of Angostura, 22d of October, 1818, 8th of the independence." 

This intereating document was the butt for the sarcosms and scoffs of the 
Spanish €k»Yemment, who, in this manner (little proper), wished to diminish 
fhe imprestiion which it was destined to produce amongst the sensible men of 
fhe world. Conyoke a Congress I Such a step announced the establishment of a 
popular rapresentatiye goyemment capable of dning good ; and this had alwayv 
been the thought of Boliyar, who understood the great importance of establish- 
úig gdyeminental forma, becaose, on being once established, they are sustained 
by time. 

Boliyar at last sncceeded in tearing himself away from Angostura and march- 
ing to Maturin ; he waa there on the 8d of Noyember, and wrote to Whíte : " I 
proceed this eyening to the headquarters of Mairfio, who should be at Cariaco 
or on Cumana, as he marched from San Francisco on the 24th. I shall 
Tery aoon join him, and together, we will press the siege of the city. But it 
could not bo as tho Liberator thought, because at Guanaguana he recciyed the 
aorrowful news of the complete defeat of Marino, who, haying operated against 
the orders he had, he was unable to resist the forcea of the Spanish Lieutenant- 
Colonel D. Agustín Nogueras, and fled to Santa Maria. The Liberator, then 
fillcd with sorrow, retumed to Angostura I ** Who does not lose hoi)e and eyen 
judgmcnt," he exclaimed, "on considering so many errors and blunderst 
Aboye all the eyils by which we are tormented, we haye unskillíulness, hurry,^ 
pieaomption. All wish to command fortune ! Eztrayagance I" 

From Angoetura he sent Colonel Ayendaflo to take charge of the command! 
' of the proyincc of Cumana ; he destined Marino to organizo new forces to Bar- 
celona, and endcayored, by means of appropriate measures, to rcmedy the eyit 
as much as possible. On this, a graye question alarmed the minds of the inde- 
pendente ; such was the intenrention which, it is said, Spain solicited íVom the 
othcr European powers to end the struggle in America, subjocting her anew to. 
her arbitrary dominión. The insinuations of the cabinet of Madrid were posK 
tíre and urgent, as the nature of the subject demanded it. England, such a 
Uberal nation, was a great hope for the republicans ; but Boliyar could not 
expect that the ministers of Great Britain should oppose the pretensions of Ring 
Ferdinand. It was reseryed to him to make a yigorous and determined oppo- 
ñtion, and, in effect, he did so. The decree of the 2(Hh November contains the 
&mou9 ratification of the principies of independence, proclaimed on the 5th 
day of July, 1811. Thit decree was issuedwith solemn pomp, and was transla- 
ted into three languages, being sent to all parts to manÜe^rt the unchanging, 
heroic determination of che Yenezuelan patriots. 

The decree is as foUows : 

'' SncoN Boliyar, Sufremk Chibf of the Repitblio of Venezuela : 
Considering that when the Spanish Goyemment soHcits the mediation of the 
23 
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high powers to re-establish its authority ander the title of reoondHaticm orer 
the free and independent people of America, it ia neoeesaiy to decUre to the 
face of the world the feelings and dedaion of Venezuela : 

That, although theee feelings and thia dedaion haye been maniíeated in the 
Republic since the 5th of July^ 1811, and moce partícularly aince the fiíst 
announcement of the aolicitude of the cabinct of Madrid, it ia the dnty of the 
gOTemment, in which resides the national representation, to reitérate, declare 
them legal and solemnly : 

That this frank and sincere declaration is not onlj doe to the high powen 
in testlmony of consideration and rcspect, bat indispensable, to calm the minds 
of the citizens of Venezuela. 

Bcing asscmbled in a national conyentíon, the Conncil of State, the ffigh 
Court of Justice, the Govemor Vicar-General of thia dioceae, the stafi^ and áll 
the civil and military authoríties, aíler haying carefhlly examined the conduct 
of the Spanish goyemment, haye had present : 

Ist That a cordial recondliation has neyer entered into the yiewa of the 
Spanish Goyemment ; 

• dd. That Great Brítain haying proposed it on two oocaaioná since the first 
day of the misundcrstandings, it has insultingly refused it ; 

8d. That at the same time they treated of reconciliation, ahe blodcaded onr 
ports, sent armies against us, and plotted conspiracies to d^troy us; 

4tlL That Venezuela haying submitted under a solemn capitulation, harcDy 
had this one iaid her arma when she yiolated it in aU ita parta, sacrificing thm- 
aands of citizens whose rights she had swom to respect ; 

5tlL That haying carríed on a war of eztermination against ua, witboot 
respecting sex, age or condition, she has broken asunder the aocial bonds and 
has awakened a just and implacable hatred; 

6tlL That this hatred has been ezalted by the atrodties which ahe has oom- 
mitted, and by the bad faitb with which, in all respecta, she looks on us ; 

7th. That all America, and partícularly Venezuela, ia intimately conyinoed 
of the absolute imposdbility of Spain to re-establish in any mannerher autho^ 
ity in this continent ; 

8th. That all America is now satisfied of its strength and ita reaouroea ; knom 
our natural adyantages and means of defence, and ia oonyinced that there is no 
power on earth sufficient to bind her anew to Spain ; 

9tlL That when they should be, she is determined to perish first before snb- 
jnittíng anew to a goyemment of blood, fire and extermination ; 

lOth. That finding ourselyes in possession of liberty and indq[>endence wYátk 
nature has conferred on us, and that the yery laws of Spain herself and the 
examples of history authorized us to recover by arms, as in effect, we haye eze- 
4;uted it, it would be an act of madness and folly to aubmlt ourselyes» undff 
whateyer conditíon, to the Spanish goyemment. 

For all theae considerationa, the goyemment of Venezuela, interpreter of the 
natíonal purpose and will, has hdd it conyenient to prodaim to the &oe of the 
world the following declaration : 

Ist That the Republic of Venezuda, by diyine and natíonal right, ia emaoci- 
pated from the Spanish natíun and constítuted into an indq[>endent, free, and 
seyereign State ; 

%á. That Spain has no justíce to roclaim her domination, ñor Snrope the 
zight to submit her to the Spanish Goyemment; 



LIFB OF BOUYJLB. 356 

8d. That áhe has not solicited ñor will erer solict her incoiporation to the 
Spanish natíon ; 

4th. That she has not solicited the mediation of the i>owen to reconciliate 
with Spain ; 

5th. That she wUl neyer treat with Spain only as equal to eqnal, in peoce 
and in war, as all nations matnally do ; 

6th. That she only desires the mediation of the foreign powers so that they 
interpose their good endeayors in ñiTor of humanity, inviting Spain to adjnst, 
and conclnde a treaty of peace and íHendship with the Yenezuelan nation, 
acknowledging and treating her as a íree, independent, and soyereign State. 

7th.' Lastly, the repnblic of Venezuela declares that since the 19th of April, 
1810, she is fightíng for her rights ; that she has shed the greater part of the 
blood of her sons ; that she has sacrificed all her wealth, all her príyileges, 
and all that is dear and sacred amongst men, to recoyer her soyereign rights ; 
and that to maintain them nntoached, as Diyine Proyidence has conceded 
them, the people of Venezuela are resolyed to bury themselyes cntircly in the 
mldst of their ruins, if Spain, Europe, and the whole world attempt to bend 
her under the Spanish yoke. 

Qiyen at Angostura, the SOth of Noyember, 1818, dghth year of our inde- 
pendence. Simoh Boliyab.*^ 

A few days after haying issued this proclamatíon, the Liberator marched 
£rom Angostura to the plains of the Apure (21st of December). It was neces- 
sary to oppose Morillo in that probable scene of his operations, and to reduce 
Paez, that he might retum to the path traced out to him by his duties. 

Paez, whom a Colonel Wilson and other of his friends and associates had 
proplaimed *^ Supreme Director of the Republic," disowning the authoríty of 
the Liberator, had accepted without repugnance that rank. But the Libera- 
tor, who on this occasion, and in the fírst moment affected an intentional neg- 
lect, belieyed that it was now conyenient to arrange it ; as a mistake should 
not be allowed to be conyerted into a right He set out then to see personaliy 
who were those who insulted his character and denied his authority ; and a 
good fortune wished that he should not meet them ; because Paez himself, im- 
pellcd by a noble feeling, did not pretend to sustain himself against the Irre- 
ustible inflúenoe of the Liberator, acknowledging his authority without delay, 
and without sorrow, as he said. Boliyar was informed that the ofScers and 
chieís who had signed the act of his disayowal had assembled anew, and were 
endeayoríng to cause a rising, insisting in their designe. The circumstances 
could not haye been more críticaL The friends of Paez were deternuned men, 
imforeseeing and unable to weigh the scandal they were about to giye, and the 
peiil to which they exposed themselyes, diyiding opinión with the enemy in 
fix>nt, whose triumph was then ineyitable 1 . . . It was then a necessity to 
eyade such great eyils and presenre the dignity of the goyemment and military 
discipline. The Liberator called Paez to a prívate conference, and manifested 
to him his ton determination neyer to accede to the baneñil pretensions of a 
&ction, who would destroy the republic with their design, and ruin the law 
of subordination ; that he would know how to maintain his dignity, and that 
for It he would not rcfrocede froip any sacrifice. 

Paez excused himself saying that '* he had no part in the plans of those de- 
Unquents,^ and offered the Lil)erator that he would influence them to desist from 
the projected rising. And thus he ñilfilled it 
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Snch an action secored the repatation of Páez, and cemented the anthoritj 
of Boliyar. 

ThiB one rewarded the good behavior of Paez, aacending bim to the rank of 
general of diviaioii, and conferring on him the command of the cayaliy. 

Tbis fire, which would haré deTOorecI all the labora and gloríes of the inde- 
pendente, haying been extínguished, the Liberator detennined to Tetan to 
Angostura with grcater uigencj, as he rcceiyed news of the anlTal of as 
English battalion, contracted for the seirice of Colombia by the Colonel Elson. 
Boliyar passed a reyiew of the army at San Joan de Payara, on the 16th of 
January, 1819, and haranguing the soldiera, with that sedncing doqnence, of 
which the military history of the world has few examples : ^' Llaneros,*^ he 
said, ** yon shall be free, althoogh the whole world should oppoee itselC Toar 
lances and these deserta free yon from tyranny. Who can snbjogate the im- 
mensity f Prepare yonrsolyes for combat ; yoor brethren of Gnayana, of Barce- 
lona and Caracas, will be at your sides. The intrepid General Paes wiD lead 
yon to yictory, and the genius of liberty will inscribe yoor ñames on the anni- 
yersaríes of glory. Llaneros I you are inyincible I" 

On the 28d, after haying giyen Paez his last instnictions and héld a coníer- 
cnce with the chie& of the army, filling them with reasonable hopee, he de- 
parted for Angostara ... He went to inutall the new Congress, wÚch had 
been anable as yet to assemble. He went to giye that deci9ive blow, oementing 
the republic in the opinión, the qacen of the world. He went to fix the fat- 
tone of Venezuela, until then uncertain and yacillating, and to caoae the 
wounds of the war to be healed, under the sheltcr of ^-ise and generóos institn- 
tions. Venezuela will not yet cease to moum ; she shall yet pass many bloody 
days ; but she shall also experíence days of glory and fortune, and finaOy ebe 
will come forth unhanned and yigorous from the fieice stonn, which had 
threatened to submerge her in the abysses.^ 

* Whcn the Liberator left the Apure to retum to Angostura, he had alxeady re> 
ceiyed offidal news of the arriyal at Venezuela, of Ihiglish troops who carne hized 
for the senrioes of the republic. On the former year (1818), impelled by a generone 
feeling of sympathy, Colonels MacDonald, Campbell, Wilson, ffippisley and GÜ- 
more had come with about 850 or 400 men. The most considerable expeditkns 
were first, thoeo of Colonel James English (1,200 men), equipped by Mesars. Her 
ring & Richardson ; second, those of Colonel Elson, dispatched by Meaen. Huny, 
Powels & Hurry, (580 mon, besides 800 Hanoyerians, oommanded by the brmye and 
&ithñil Colonel üzlar) ; thlrd, the Irish legión, equipped by General D'Eyennx 
(1.750 men). In all. with these expeditions, with the small partles and oIBcen^ 
arriyed in 1818, and those enlisted by Colonel Madrone MacGregor, who opeíaseé 
on Porto Belo, and the riyer La Hacha, there carne about 5,000 men, from wboa 
must be deducted those wrecked on the coast of France with Colono Skeee» 
(800 men), who nerer arriyed on our shores. Torrente writes that *' not lees tkea 
9,000 foreignere came to Venezuela, and to the kingdom of Santa Fé !**... Bet 
theee are calculations of Torrente, to which should not be paid the least attenticB. 
Great part of these English troops who had fought with fortune in the Peninealfti 
died in our war of Independence. The offlcers renudned in Colomlda. Fug^^^'s 
who had been a quartermaster in the army of Wellington in Spain, and who epoke 
a littlo Spanish, Uzlar, Elson, D'Evcreux and bis good offloen, modela o^ sabonS- 
nation and military discipline, meríted tho friendship and praisea of Boliyar, Zea. 
of Brion, and of all the disintercsted patriots. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

1819. 

FOEMATION OF TU OOKQBUg OF ÁXOOSTORA— IT8 INSTALLMBlfT— miMARKABLÍ DISCOUR8B OF 
TBB LIBBRATOB— SUBBB.NDBS OF BU BANK AS OBMBBAL— COMFIBMATION OF TUB MILITABT 
BANKS— DlftCOUBSB OF THB 8B. ZBA — ADMIKI8TBATIVB OBGANIBATION— LABOBS OF THB CON- 
QBB88 — LBrriB OF COLONBL HAMILTON TO TBB OUKB OF SCSSBZ—BOLIVAB 8BTS OUT FOB 
THB APUBB — JDOOMKIIT UPOB TOB POLITICAL I0BA8 OF THB UBIBATOB. 

1N aocordance witb tbe Regolation formed by tbe CoüdcíI of tbe State for tbe 
electíons of tbe deputies to tbe Congress of Angostura, tbirty-fiye Represent- 
atÍTes Bboold aasemble íd tbat city on tbe Ist January, 1819 ; including witb 
tbese, tbose of tbe province of Casanare. And it was disposcd tbat tbose írom 
tbe otber provinces of New Granada sbould come successively, at tbe time tbat 
these sbould enter under tbe dominión of libcrty. 

Tbis tbougbt was derired irom Bolívar ; as be wisbed to form a nation from 
ibe people of New Granada and Venezuela, and be belieyed tbat in tbis manner 
tbey were incorporated by fact. 

Notwltbstanding, tbe installment of tbe body could not take place on tbe 
appointed day, by tbe ahsencé of sevcrul deputies ; and, wben tbe Liberator 
arrived at Angostura (7tb of February), tbose of Margarita, Barinas and Cuma- 
na bad not yet come. ** Tbey delay too mucb," wrote Boliyar to a íHend, ** and 
I fcar tbat tbe fírst may bave suffered some mi^fortune in tbe nayigation, as tbey 
sbould baye been bere by January. If tbe otbers sbould come, tbe body will be 
installed as soon as tbere are two-tbirds." 

Bolívar longed for tbe asscmbly of Congress, to put an end at once to tbe 
military and necessarily absolute govemment, witb wbicb be was cbarged, and 
to give to tbe liberated territory a ccrtoin appearance as a nation, procuríng 
for it a representative body tbat sbould constitute it. 

By tbe 15tb of February tbere were in tbe capital twenty-six deputies for 
Caracas, Barcelona, Cumana, Barinas, Guayana, and Margarita, wbo were : 

Fot Caraca% ;— Dr. Juan Germán Roscio, Dr. Luis Tomas Peraza, Ldo. José 
España, Onofre Básalo, Francisco Antonio Zea. 

For Barcelona .—Coronel Francisco Parejo, Coronel Eduardo A. Hurtado, 
Ldo. Diego B. Urbaneja, Ldo. Ramón Garcia Cíidiz, Diego Antonio Alcalá. 

For Cumana : — Tbe General-in-Cbief Santiago Marino, Brigadier-General 
Tomas Montilla, Dr. Juan Martínez, Colonel Diego Yallenilla. 

For Barinas: — Pbro. Dr. Ramón Ignacio Méndez, Colonel Miguel Guerrero, 
General of División R. ürdancta, Dr. Antonio Mario Briceno. 

For Guayana: — Ensebio Afanador, Juan Vicente Cardoso, Quartermaster- 
General F. Penal ver, Brigadier-General Pedro Leen Torres. 

(857) 
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Fot líargarita .*^Lda Qaspar Marcano, Dr. Manuel Palaido, Ldo. Domingo 
Alzara, José de Jeens Guevara." * 

The clectore hamg boen acknowledged aa aocording in aH thingB to tbe 
Regulation, the Liberaior ñxeá íl a. m. of the daj for the inatallmait of the 
ABsembly. 

A salutc of artillery at sunset and a general illomination annonnced on tbe 
14th the solemnity of the following day. 

At sunríse, another salute of cannon was fíred. At lialf-past ten, the depotieB 
assembled in the hall of the Goyerament Hooae deatined for their seesions, and 
the staff, the Goveraor of the clty, and the Commandant (General of tbe proy- 
incc, chiefs and officers in the house of the Supreme Ghieí^ to accompany him 
to such an angnst ceremony ; three canoons annonnced the march of the retinue, 
and the deputies carne out to recciye the Liberator at the doon of the palaoe. 
A numcroua detachment, who occupied the frnnt, made him mUitarj honoi& 

Mr. B. Iryine, of the United States, one of the merchanta mort wdl-desery- 
ing of the independence, in representation of the rest, was invitad to this 
solemn act, and placed between the goyeroor of the Bishopric and the principal 
militury chiefs. The concoursé of stnmgera and citízens was numeróos. 

Tbe fírst session of Congress was an imposing act, fnll of grayity and respecti 
able to feed the patriotism of a thousand ages. What a generoas ardor inflamed 
tbe breasts of those worthy menl What just hopea 1 What magnanimous 
purposesl 

Happy and memorable day I of glory, splendor and joy I 

The Liberator, placed in tbe principal poeition, pronounced a long disooune; 
rícb in style, and full (»f beautiful pictnres, finen t, easy, and disembarraased ; a dis- 
course tbat was fascinating, and which was añerwards read with admiratioD. 
All in it is majestic, all gniye, worthy of the glory of the Republic, which was 
being fiedged amongst unfading laurcls. Tlie gmcefulness of the body of the 
Liberator, the fire of his eycs, the majesty of bis countenance, the degmnce of 
his gusture, con tribu ted, unduubtcdly, to captiyate the audience, who, intoxicat- 
ed with euthusiasm and hope, iuterrapted him at each step with freneÜc and 
prolonged appUuses. The fiery word of BoLiyAB, his forcé, his electríc eye, 
communicated conyiction to the asscmbly, and this would be agitated as if im- 
pelled by a magic moyement, or would remain profoundly silent as if petrified 
and struck by lightoing. It is tliat Boliyar the conqueror, the hero, the Colom- 
bian Hannibal, was also the Demosthenes, the Pericles of the Andea, foll oí tío- 
quencc, whose imposing and delicate expreeaion, magnificent and harmonioiis, 
had an irresistible witchery. 

SPEECH OF GENERAL BOLÍVAR TO TOE CONGRESS OP VENEZUELA. 
Gentleimen : 

I account myself one of the beings most fayored by Diyine Providence, in hay- 
ing the honor of reuniting the represen tati yes of Venezuela in this august Con- 
gress; tbe only source of legitímate authority, the deposit of the aoyeieign wül 
and tbe arbitcr of the nation^s fate. 



* Latcron, three of the fiye doputies for Casanare concurred to the CongreH: 
Zea, Colonel Jos^ María Vergara and Licntenant-Colonel Vicente Cribo. The 
Don Jost^ María Salazar and the Colonel Antonio Morales did not mataai at the As- 
■embly. 
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In deÜTering b«ck to tiie nprnentatires of tbe people the snpreme power 
intniated to me, I latíify tbe derireí of mj own heart and cAlm the wishes of 
my fellow-citijKiie mod of ííitiire genentioiía, wfao hope ereiTthing from jour 
wisdom, rectitade, and pnidenccL In ñilíDling this deligfatfbl daty, I free my- 
8elf fitnn the boondlev aothoríty which opproMee me, mod abo fiom the imlim- 
ited reaponsibUity which weighs on my feeble handa. 

An imperatiTe neoeaaity, onited to a stronglT expresKd deaire on the part of 
fhe peoplc, conld hmve alone indooed me to aa§ame the dreadíhl and dangerona 
charge of dietaUtr^ 9Upnm§ ekiefoftJke rfpMic Xow, howerer, I ruspire in re- 
tomiiig the aothority, which, with ao great ríalL, difficulty, and toil, I haT6 
maintained amidst aa honible caUunitíes as ever afflicted a social body. 

In tha epoch dnríng which I presided OTer the republic, it was not merdy a 
politícal stonn that raged, in a aangainaiy war, in a time of popular anarchy ; 
bat the tempest of the deaert, a whirlwind of erery disorgteniaed elementa the 
borsting of an infernal tormt, that OTerwhelmed the land of VenezneU. A 
man ! and soch a man aa I am ! what boandd, what resiatance, conld he opp^MO 
to snch ñuioos deraatation ? Amidst that sea of woes and afflictions. I waa 
nothing more than the miserable sport of the rerolntioQary hurrícane, dríren to 
and fro like the wild bird of the ocenn. I coald do neither good ñor eril ; «d 
irreaistible power, aboye all human control, directed the march of our fortonea ; 
«nd for me to pretend to haye been the prime moyer of the eyenta which haya 
taken place woald be nnjost, and wonld be attaching to myaelf an importanoe 
I do not meritw Do yon desire to know the aoorcoB from which those occnr- 
ranees took their riae, and the origio of our present situatíon ? Consult the 
«mala of Spain, of America, and of Venezuela ; examine the laws of the Indies, 
the conduct of your ancient goyemors, the iafluenoe of religión, and of foreign 
dominión; obaenre the firat acta of the republican goyemment, the ferocity of 
our enemiea, and the national character. I again repeat, that I cannot consider 
myaelf more than the mere instrument of the great causea which haye acted on 
onr comitry. My Ufe, my conduct, and all my actions, public and prirate, are 
howeyer before the people ; and, rcpresentitiyea, it íh your duty to judcre them. 
I sabmit to your impartial decisión the manner in which I haye executed my 
oommand, and nothing will I add to excuse— I haye already said enough as an 
*P<^^<>S7* Should I mertt your approbation, I shaU haye acquired the sublime 
titfe of a good eitizen^ preferred by me to that of Uherator^ bestowcd on me by 
Venezuela, to that of Pae^fieatwr^ giyen by Cundinamarca, and to all others tfaÁ 
nniyerac oould confer. 

L^rÍBlators I I depoút in your hands the aupreme command of Venezuela, and 
it is now your high duty to consécrate yourselyea to the felidty of the repubUc. 
In your hands reata the balance of our destiny, and the meana of our gloiy. Yon 
will confinn the decrees which establish our liberty. 

The supreme chief of the republic 1^ at this moment, nothing more than a 
aimple citizen ; and such he wishea to remain until his latest hour. He will, 
howeyer, serye with the armiea of Venezuela as long as an army trtads her aoiL 

Our country contains within her bosom many desenring sons capable of direct- 
ing her. Talcnta, yirtue, experíence, and whateyer is lequisite for the good goy- 
emment of free men, are the patrimonj, both of many who repreaent the people 
in this august assemby, and of others without its walla Citizens are to be found, 
who, at all times, have given proofs of their yalor in encountering dangen, of 
their prudence in cachewing them, and in ahort of the art of goyeming them- 
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•elyet, and gOTeming othen. Thew lUastriouB penontgw do undmibtedly 
meiit the sofirages of thc congreas, and to receive in charge that gOTemmeat 
which I, with 80 mach cordiality and ainoerity, haré jnst renoonced forerer. 

The continoation of autbority in the same indiridiial haa fteqnently proyed 
the termination of democratical goveniinents. Rcpeated electiona are emuantii] 
in popular sybtems ; for nothing is so dangeroua as to auffer i>ower to remain a 
long time voated in one citizen ; the people accnstomed to obey, and he to com- 
mand, gire rim to usurpation and tyranny. A stríct jealouay is the ^^uarantee 
of republican liberty ; and the citizens of Venesoela ought to fear, with the 
greatest josticc, that the same magistrate, who has goyemed them for a length 
of time, may do ao foreyer. 

I trust that, from this my act of adherence to the liberty of my coimtry, I may 
aspire to thc glory of being reckoned one of her most íaithful loyera. 

Pcrmit me, sirs, with the firankness of a true republican, to lay bcfore yoo a 
leepeclful outline of the project of a constitution, which I take the lil>erty of 
offering, in testimony of thu sincerity and candor cif my sentimenta. As the 
safety of all is concemed, I yenture to belieye that I poaacss a right of being 
heard by the representatiyes of the people. I am well aware that yoor wiadom 
has no necd of counselon, and I am moreoyer aware that my project may appear 
erroncoud and impracticable ; but, airs, accept with kindness this work, which 
is, I do aasure you, rather a tribute of my since submission to the congrcas than 
the productlou of presumptuoos levity. Tour installation moreoyer constitutisg 
the creatiun of a political body, and, as may be said, eyen the creation of a whole 
community, Burrounded by all the inconyeniences which the most singular aad 
éifficult situation can present, the cry of one citizen may, perhapa, point out the 
presence of hidden dangcr. 

Castlng a glance on the past, we shall see what is the basis of the republic of 
Venezuela. 

The soparation of America froni the Spanish monarchy resemblea the state of 
thc Román empirc, whcn that enormous mass fell to pieces in the midst of tbe 
ancient world. Evcry dismcmberment then furmed au indepcndcnt nation, con- 
formablc to its situation and interests, ; but with thc difference, that those asso* 
ciations rctumed to tbeir original principie. Wc do not retiin yestiges of whit 
we wcre in otbcr times ; we are not Europeans, we are not Indiana ; but a middk 
race, bctwixt tbe aborigincs and thc Spaniards. Americana by birth, and Euro- 
peans in riglits, we are placed in the extraordinary predicament of dispoting 
with thc nativcs our privilege of posscssion, and of maintaining onrsel^es in the 
country which gaye us birtb, against tbe eflforts of the original iny adera ; and 
thus our situation is the more extraordinary and complicated. 

Our lot, moreoyer, has eycr becn purcly passiye ; our political existence hsi 
eycr bcen nugatory ; and we, thercfore, encounter greater difficulties in eatabliab- 
ing our liberties, haying hithcrto been in a lowcr degree of degradation than 
eyen 8crv ilude, and being not only robbed of our fireedom, but not sufieringao 
actÍYC and domineering tyranny, which would haye excited feelings of indi^ 
nation. 

Permit me to explain this paradox. In the exercise of authorizcd absolote 
power tliere are no limits ; thc will of the despot is the supreme law, arbitrarih 
executcd by inferiors who particípate in thc organizcd oppreasion in propoition 
to the authority they hold ; being intrustcd with all functiona, civil, ixiliticil, 
military, and religious. America recoived all írom Spain, was without the pnc- 
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tice and exercise of an ncúve tynnny, and was not pcrmitted to share in the 
administration of her domestic concerna and interior arrangements. 

This abject ntate of depreañon nndered it impossible for ns to be. acquainted 
with the couree of public afiairs, and as little did we enjoj the personal conse- 
qnence and respect which the show of authoríty commands in the eyes of the 
people, and which is of snch importance in great rerolutions. I say again, that 
we were abstractod and abeent from the world in eyerything having a reference 
to the science of goyenunent. The people of America, bound with the triple 
yoke of ignorance, tyranny, and Tice, could not acquire either knowledge, power, 
or virtue. 

Pupila of snch pemicioos masters, the lessons we receiyed, and the examples 
we followed, were the most destractiye. We were goyemed more by deceit and 
treachery than by forcé, and were degraded more by yice than by superstition. 
Slayery is the danghter of darkneas, and an ignorant person is genendly the 
blind instrument of his own ruin ; ambition and intrigue take adyantage of the 
credulity and inexperience of men totally unacquainted with eyery principie of 
political and dyil economy ; the uninformed adopt as realities what are mere 
iUosions ; they mistake licentiousness for liberty, treachery for patriotism, and 
reyenge for justice. 

A corrupt people, shonld it gain its liberty, soon loses it again ; for in yaín 
are the lights of experience exercised in showing that happiness consists in the 
practice of yirtue, and that the goyemment of laws is more powerful than that 
of tyrnnta, because they are more inflexible, and all ought to submit to their 
wholesome severity ; that good moráis, and not forcé, constítute the pillara of 
the law, and that the exercise of justice is the exercise of liberty. 

Thus, legislators, your undertaking is so much the more laborioos, as you haye 
to do with men comipted by the illusions of error, and by noxious incitements. 
Liberty, says Rousseau, is a succulent food, but difficult of digestión. Our weak 
and fecble follow-citizens will haye to increase in stength of mind in a yery 
great degrec, bifore they get the length of being able to digest the wholesome 
aliment of freedom. With members benumbed by fetters, and eyesight weak- 
ened by the darkness of dungeons, are they capable of marching with ñrm stepa 
towards the augnst temple of Liberty ? Are they capable of supporting ita 
í^lendid rays, or breathing freely the puré ether that reigns thore ? 

Legislators I Consider well the object of your election ; bear eyer in mind that 
yon are about to form fundamental regulations for an indpient people, which, 
if you proportionate the basis of the structure to what may be expected, may 
riae to that pitch of eleyation pointed out by nature. If the tutelary genius of 
Venezuela does not direct your cholee, and inspire you with the prudence and 
expeitnese necessary for selecting the nature and form of goyemment you are 
ábout to adopt for the happiness of the people, if you do not fix aright, depend 
on it, slayery will be the result 

The records of other days preseut us with an immense yariety of goyemmenta. 
Bríng to your recollection the nations which haye figured most conspicuously in 
the history of the world, and with affliction will you remark that almost the 
whole earth has been, and is, the yictim of its goyemments. You will find 
many systems for goyeming men, but most for oppnsssing them ; and had not 
the custom of seeing the human race led by the pastors of the people diminished 
the horror of so reyolting a spectacle, we should be shocked in obserying our 
docile species feeding on the surface of the globe, like the cattle of the field, 
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deitíned for the me of their cruel muten. Ktture certsmly endows ns at onr 
birth with an indinatíon to liberty ; bat, whether «rieiog from doth. or aome 
oiher souroe, it is a poaitíre fiurt, that she remaina atUl and quiet under the tram- 
mels which may be impoeed on ber. In contemplatmg ber in thia átate of pros> 
titutioo, it woald appear tbat we bave reaaon to be peranaded, that the m^oríty 
of mankÍDd considera as trae that hamiliating maxim, that it in more difficult 
to maintain the eqoilibrium of liberty tban to sostain the weight of tyramiT. 
Woold to Qoá that this maxim, so contrary to natore, were íalae 1 Would to 
God that this maxim had not been sanctioned by the indolenoe of mankind with 
respect to their most sacred rights I 

Many ancient and modera nations haré shaken off oppressioii, bnt few of 
tbem haye known how to enjoy a few preciona momenta of freedom. Veiy soca 
haré they returaed to their former political ricea ; for the people more freqnently 
than the gorerament bríng on tyranny. The habit of snbmiadon renden tbem 
insensible to the charms of honor and national prosperíty, and leads them to 
regard with insensibility the glory of being free mider the protection of lawi 
dictated by their own wilL The history of the woiid prodaima thia dzeadñd 
trath. 

Democracy, in my opinión, is alone susceptible of complete liberty ; but what 
democratical goTerament ever united at the same time power, prosperity, and 
permancncy ? and, on the contrary, haye we nót aeen aristocracy and monarchy 
establish great and powerful 'empires for ages and ages t What goyernment is 
more ancient tban that of China ? What republic has exceeded in duration 
those of Sparta and Yenicef Did not the Román empire conquer the worldt 
Did not monarchy exist in France for fourtoen centuríes f What state is more 
powerful than Great Brítaint Tbe goyernmenta, howeyer, of thoee nations 
were either aristocratical or monarcbicaL 

Notwitbstanding such painful reflections, my mind is fiUed with joy at the 
great progresa made by our republic in its gloríous carear ; loying what is nsefíil, 
animated by what is just, and aspiríng to what is perfect Venezuela, on sepa- 
rating from Spain, recoyered ber independence and liberty, her equality and 
her national aoyereignty. Constituting herself into a democrática! republic^ she 
proscríbed monarchy, distiuctions, nobiiity, charteta, and priyilegeá : she de- 
clared the rights of man, the liberty of acting, thinking, speaking, and writing. 
Thoee facts, so eminently liberal, cannot be sufficiently admired for the purity 
which gave them birth. The first congress of Venezuela fixed in indelible char- 
actcn in the annals of our legislation, the migesty of the people as properiy 
expressed in the social act as the fittcat to form the happineas of the natioo. 
Eycry fceling of my mind is required tu appreciate duly the supereminent good 
contained in that immortal code of our rights and laws. But, at the same time, 
how shall I experss myself ? 8hall I daré to profane with my censure the aacred 
tablee of our laws ? There are sentí ments which cannot remain quiet in the 
breatit of the man that loyes bis country, and which, howeyer attompted to be 
concealed, agítate by their yiolcnce, and which an imperious forcé obliges him 
to disclose. It gríeves me to think that the goyerament of Venezuela reqoiies 
reform ; and, although many illustrious citizens think as I do, all do not posse» 
sufficient boldness to state publicly their opinión in favor of the adoption of 
new principies ; and this consideration has led me to be the first in introdudng 
a subject of the greatcst importance, although, in doing so, there is an excesúre 
audacity, in pretending to giye adyice to the counaelon of the nation. 
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The more I admire tho ezodlency of the federal constítation of Yenezaela, tha 
more am I conTÍnoed of the impoeaibility of applying it to our BÍtaation, and, 
aooonliiig to my way of thinking, it ia a mincle that ita model in North Amer- 
ica has eziated with so mnch proq>erít7, and not beon thrown into confusión on 
the fint appearance of danger or embarrasament Notwithstanding which, that 
pcuple ifl a singular example of political yirtae and moral rectitude : liberty haa 
been its eradle, it has giown np in liberty, and is maintaincd by pure liberty. 
I will add, that that people is unique in the history of the homan race, and re- 
peat that it Ls a prodigy that a system so weak and complicated^ as the federal 
shoold haré ezisted ander so difficnlt and delicate drcumstances as those which 
haye oocurred. However, whaterer the case may be as to the goyemment, I 
most say of the American people, that the idea neyer entered my mind of aasim- 
ilating the situation and nature of two natíons so distinct as the Anglo and 
Spanish American. Wonld it not be eztremely difücnlt to apply to Spain the 
politicíil, civil, and religions code of Grcat Brítain ? It would be eyen mora 
difficult to adopt in Venezuela the laws of North America. Does not the Spirit 
o/L(iw$ say, that lawa ought to be suited to the people making them, and that 
it is a yery great chance that those of one nation will suit anothcrf That the 
laws ought to bear relation to the physical state of the country, to its climate, 
to the quality of its soil, to its situation, to its eztent, and to the manner of liíe 
of its inhabitants ; haying reference to the degree of liberty the coDstitutíon can 
support, to the religión of the people, to their indinations, riches, number, oom- 
merce, customs, and moráis. 

I now present the code which, acconüng to my way of thinking, we ought to 
adopt. 

The coustitution of Venezuela, although founded on the moet perfect princi- 
pies, differed widely from that of America in an essential point, and withont 
doubt the moet important The congrcas of Venezuela, like that of America 
partidpates in some of the attríbutes of the executiye power. But we go fur- 
ther, and subdivide it by committing it to a collectire body, and are conse- 
quently subject to the inconyenienoe of making the ezistence of the goyemment 
periodical, of suspending and of dissolying it wheneyer the members sépa- 
nte. Our tríumyirate is yoid, as one may say, of unity, duration, and personal 
responsibilty ; it is at times destitute of actíon, it i^ witiiout perpetual life, real 
uniformity, and immediate responsibility ; and a goyernment which does not 
possess continuánce may be denominated a nullity. Although the powers of 
the President of the United States are limited by exceseiye restrictions, he exeiv 
dses by himself alone all the functions of authority granted him by the^onsti- 
tution ; and there can be no doubt that his administration must be more uniform, 
constant, and truly proper, than that of a power diyided amongst yarious indi- 
yiduals, the oomposition of which cannot but be monstrous. 

The judicial power in Venezuela is similar to that in America; indefinito 
in duratiun, temporary and not perpetual, and it enjoys all the independence 
necessary. 

The fírst congresa, in its federal constitution, consulted rather the spirits of 
the difierent proyinces than the solid idea of establishing an indiyiídble and 
concentrated republic. There sat our legislatofs, under the influence of pn>yin- 
cials, carried away with the dazzling appearance of the happiness of North 
America, thinking that the blessings she enjoyed wore owing exclusively to the 
íbrm of goyemment, and not to the character of the people. And, in íact, the 
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ezomple of the United States, with its progrosriTe protpeiitj, was too flattering 
not to liaye been fonowed. Who coold resist the gloríons attimction €Í the fídl 
and absolute eqj ojment of soveruignty, Independence, and liberty ? Who conld 
resist the admiration and esteem inspired by an intélligent gOTemment, whidí 
imites at the same moment public and prívate ríghts, which forma by general 
oonsent the supreme Uiw of indÍTidualsf Who can reñst the dominión of a 
beneficent goyemment, which, with an able, active, and powerful hand, directa, 
at al! times and in all cases, all its efforts towards that social perfectíon which 
ought to be tho end of aU human instítutions ? However beantíftd thia mag- 
nificent federative system might appear, and in fñd be, Venesnela coold not 
eiyoj it immediately on shaking off her chains ; we were not piepared for so 
gñat a good; good as well as evil causes death when sudden and excessire; 
oor moral constitution did not yet possess the benefits of a gOTcmment com- 
pletely representative, and irhich is ao sublime when it can be adopted by a 
xepublic of saínta. 

Representativee of the People I Yon are convened to confirm or repeal what- 
erer may appear to you proper to be preserved, reformcd, or exponged, in oor 
social compact It is your duty to correct the work of our firat l^^ialators, and 
I would say, that to you it belongs to cover a portion of the beaatíes contained 
in our political code ; for all hearts are not formed for admiríng erery beauty, 
ñor all eyes capable of supporting the celestial blaze of perfection. The book 
of the apostlcs, the doctrine of Jesús, the divine wrítings, sent by a gradóos 
Provídence to bettcr mankind, so subhme and so holy, would kindle an ooeaa 
of fiame at Constantinople, and the whule of Asia wodd fiorcely bum, were the 
book of peace to be imposed at once as the code of reUgion, laws, and customs« 

Permit me to cali the attentíon of the congress to a matter which may be of 
vital importance. Bear in mind that our populatíon is neither European ñor 
American, but is rather a compound of Afncan and American than of European 
origin ; because even Spain hcrself is not strictly European, from her African 
blood, instítutions, and character. It is impossiblc to point out with propriety 
to what human family we belong. The greater part of the abori^nea have been 
annibilated, the European has mlzed with the American and with the African, 
and the latter has mixed also with the Indian and the European. All childien 
of the same mother, our fathers various in origin and in blood, are strangen, 
and differ all in figure and form from each other. 

All the citizens of Venezuela enjoy by the constitution a political equaUty ; 
and if that equality had not been a dogma in Athens, in Franoe, and in America, 
we ought to confirm the principie, in order to correct the differencc which may 
apparently exist Legislators I my opinión is, that the ñmdamental principk 
of our system depends immediately and solely on equality bdng eatablished and 
practíccd in Venezuela. That men are all bom with equal righta to the benefits 
of society, has been sanctioned by almost all the sages of every age ; as has also, 
that all men are not bom with equal capacities for the attoinment of every rank ; 
as all ought to practice virtue, and all do not so ; all ought to be brave, and all 
are not so ; all ought to possess talcnts, and all do not From thia alises the 
real distinction obscrved among^ individuáis of the most liberally established 
society. 

If the principie of political equality be gcnerally acknowledged, not less so 
is that of physical and moral inequality. It would be an iUusion, an abaurdity, 
to suppose the contrary. Nature makes men equal in genios, temperament, 
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strength, and cliaracter. Laws correct that difference, by pladng the indmdaál 
in aociety, where edacatíon, indostry, arta, sciencee, and yirtoes, gire a fíctitíons 
equality properlj called politícal and sociaL The unión of all claasefl in one 
State Í8 eminently beneficíala and in which diyerdty is multiplied in proportion 
to the propagation of the speciea. By it alone has discord been tom np by the 
loots, and nuiny jealoosies, follies, and prej adices ayoided. 

Oor diyersity of orígin reqoires a most powerñil pulse, and a delicate manner 
£br managing so heterogeneous a body ; as its complicated composition may be 
dialocated, diyided, and dissolyed by the slightest change. 

The most perfect system of goyemment is that which produces the greatest 
degree of happinees, of social security, and political stability. 

By the laws dictated by the firat congress, we haye reason to hope that felidty 
will be the portion of Venezuela ; and from you we may ñatter ourselyes that 
security and stability will render that felicity perpetual 

To you it belongs to resolye the problem, in what manner, after haying broken 
fhe fetters of our former opprcssors, we may accomplish the wondorful feat of 
pieyenting the rcmains of our grieyous chaina being tumed into the arms of 
UcentiousnesB. The relies of Spanish dominión will continué a long time before 
we can completely destroy them ; our atmosphero is impregnated with the con- 
tagión of despotism, and neither the ñame of war, ñor the spedfic of our.salutary 
laws, has purified the air we breathe. Our hands are indeed free, but our hearts 
are stíll sufiering from the efkcts of seryitude. Man, in losing his liberty, saya 
Homer, loees half his spirit. 

A republican goyemment has been, is, and ought to be, that of Venezuela ; its 
baais ought to be the soyereignty of the people, the diyision of power, ciyil lib- 
erty, the prohibition of slayery, and the abolition of monarchy and priyilegea. 
We want equality, for recasting, as one may say, men, political opinions, and 
public customs. Throwing our sight oyer the yast field we haye to examine, let 
US flz our attention on the dangers we ought to ayoid, and let history guide us 
in our career. 

Athens presente us with the most brilliant example of an absolute democracy, 
and at the same time is a melancholy proof of the extreme weakness of that 
kind of goyemment. The wisest legislator of Greece did not see his republic 
last ten years, and underwent tho humiliation of acknowledging the insufficiency 
of an absolute democracy for goyeming any kind of society, not eyen the most 
oultiyated, moral, and limited, because it shines only with flashes of liberty. 
Let US acknowledge then that Solón has undeceiyed the world, and shown how 
difficult it is to goycm men by simple laws. 

The republic of Bparta, which appeared a chimerical inyention, produced 
more real effects than the ingenious work of Solón : glory, yirtue, morality, and 
oonsequently national happincss, were the result of the legislature of Lycurgua. 
Although two kings in one state were like two monsters to deyour it, Sparta 
auffered but little from that double royalty, and Athens enjoyed the most splen- 
did lot under an absolute soyereignty, free electíons of magistrates frequently 
renewed, mild, wise, and politic laws. Pisistratus, an usurper and a despot, did 
more good to Athens than her laws ; and Feríeles, although an usurper likewise, 
was the most useful citizen. 

The republic of Thebes existed only during the liyes of Pelopidas and Epam- 
inondas; forit is men, and not principies, that form goyemments. Howeyer 
wiae codea, systems, and statutes may be, they haye but little influence on 
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Bociety ; it íb yirtaoiu, patriotic, and eoHghtened men iluii coostitate repnb- 
lics. 

The Román constítutíon was that which prodaced tha greateit power and 
fortune to any people on earth : in it there was no ezact diatribatiofi of power. 
The con&uk, the aenate, and tbe people, were legialatora, magiatratea, and judgea; 
they all participated in all those officea. The execntlYe, oonaíating of two con- 
•nla, had the same inconyenicnce as that of Sparta, and yet, notwithstanding ita 
deformity, the repablic did not Haffer that mischieYOua diaoordance, which migfat 
be sapposed inseparable from a magUtracy consiating of two indÍTÍdnala, en- 
dowed eqaally with the powers of a monarch. A gorenunent whose aole indi- 
nation waa war and conquest did not appcar likely to establiih the happineM 
of the people. A goyenunent monstrous in itself^ and pnrely waiiike, ralaed 
Kome to the highest pitch of yirtue and glory, and fonned of the world a Rn- 
man empire ; proying to mankind the forcé of politícal Tirtoea, and the tñyial 
inflnence of institotiona. 

Pasaing from ancient to modem times, we find England and France deaerying 
general attention, and giying impreaaiye lessons in eyery apéeles of goYemment. 
The reyolutiona in those two great states, like brílUant meteora, baye filled the 
world with so great a profusión of political light, that eyery thinking being has 
leamed what are the rights and duties of man ; in what the ezcellencj of goy- 
emments consista, and in what their yices ; all know how to appredate the in- 
irinsic yalue of the theoretical speculations of modem philotopheia and legisla- 
tors. In short, this star in its brilliant cuurse inflamed eyen the apathetic Span- 
iards, who also, entering the political whirlwind, gaye ephemeral.proofii of lib- 
erty, and haye shown their incapacity of liying nnder the mild dominión of the 
law, by retuming, after a short blaze, to their original bondage. 

Lcgislators I this is the proper time for repeating what the doqnent Volney 
says, in bis dedicatíon to the RuiriM of PtUmyra : ^* To the growing people of 
the Spanish Indies — to the generous chiefs who condnct them to Hherty — may 
the errors and misfortuncs of the oíd world teach wisdom and happineas to the 
new r' May they nevcr lose themsclyes ; but profít by the lessons of expeñence 
giyen in the schools of Greece, of Roine, of France, of England, and of America, 
and be instructed by them in the difficolt science of establishing and preserring 
nations with proper, just, legitímate, and, above all, oseful laws ; neyer forget- 
ting that the excdlency of a goyemment doee not consiat in ita theory, fbrm, or 
mechanism, but in being fitted to the nature and character of the people for 
which it was institutcd. 

Rome and Great Britain are the nations which haye moet excelled amongst 
the ancicnts and moderna. Both were bom to command and be free, and yet 
neither had constitntions modeled in liberty's moet brilliant fonn, but solid 
establishments; and on that account, therefore, I reconmiend to you, Tepresmt- 
atiyes, the study of the British constitution, which appcars to be the one des- 
tined to produce the grcatcst poesible efTect on the people adopting it ; bot, 
perfect as it may be, I am very íar, at the same time, írom proposing a aernle 
imitatiou of it When I speak of the British conatitution, I refer solelj to the 
democrática! part of it ; and, in truth, it may be dcnominated a monarchy in 
system, in which is ocknowledged the soyereignty of the people, the diyisinn 
and equilibrium of power, ciril freedom, liberty of conadence and of the preas, 
and eyerything that is sublime in politics. A greatcr degree of liberty cannot 
be enjoyed in any kind of rcpublic, and it may indeed daim a higfa rank ia 
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social order. I recommend that constitutíon as the best model to tbose who 
aspire to the enjoymeiits of the rights of man, and of aU that political felicity 
compatible with our frail natorcs. 

In nothing whateyer woold we chfmge óor ñmdaméntal laws, were wo to 
adopt a legislatiye power similar to that of the British parliament. We haré 
dÍTided, as the Americana haye done, the national representation into two 
houses, that of the representatives and the senate. The fint is wiselj composed ; 
it enjoya all the priyileges fitted for it, and is not susceptible of essential change; 
as the constitution haa endowed it with the origin, fonn, and powera, requiíed 
by the will of the people for being lawfully and competently represcnted. 

If the senate, in place of being electíye, were hereditary, it would, in my con- 
ccption, be the basis, the bond, and the soal of the repablic, and in political 
storms it woold possess the fanctions of goycmment, and would resist popular 
commotions. Attached to the goyemmcnt by the powerful excitement of its 
own preseryation, it would eyer oppose the attempts the people raight make 
against the j orisdiction and authoríty of their magistrates. It must be confessed, 
that most men are ignorant of their true interests, and ore continually attacking 
them in the hands of those to whom they are committed. The indiyidual con- 
tends against the general mass, and the general mass against authoríty ; and 
it is, therefore, necessary that a neutral body should exist in all goyemments, to 
protcct the iigured and disarm the ofiender. This neutral body, in order that 
it may be such, ought neither to deríye its origin from the choice of the goyem- 
ment, ñor from that of the people, but in such wise that it may e^joy complete 
independence, neither fearing ñor hopiug anything from either of those sources 
of authoríty. An hereditary senate, as a part of the people, would particípate 
in its interests, in its opinions, and in its spirít, and for that reason it is not to 
be presumed that an hereditary senate will sepárate firom the interests of the 
people, and forget its legislatiye duties. The senators in Rome, and the peers 
in Brítain, haye proyed themselyee the firmest pillara in the gloríous structure 
of ciyil and political liberty. 

These senators wiU; for the first time, be elected by the congress, and their 
successors in the senate will occupy the principal attention of the goyemment, 
which will cause them to be educated in a collego especially set apart for the 
instruction of those future guardians and legislators of the country. They will 
be taught the arta, the sdences, and everything that can adom the mind of a 
public man ; from their earliest infancy they wlU be acquainted with the career 
destined them by Proyidencc, and from their most tender years their souls will 
be eleyated to the dignity awaiting them. 

^In no manner what«yer would the creation of an hereditaiy senate be a yiola- 
tion of political equality : it is not a nobility I wish to establish ; because that, 
as has been said by a celebrated republican, would be to destroy at once equality 
and liberty. It is an office for which candidates onght to be prepared, and is 
alao an office requiíing extensiye knowledge, and proportionate means for attain- 
ing it. 

Ib elections, cyerything onght not to be left to chance and hazard ; for the 
public is easier deceiyed than nature perfected by art : and although it be a íact 
that these senators will not proceed from the womb of yirtue, it is equally truo 
that thoy will come forth endowed with a most finished cducation. The libera- 
toiB of Venezuela are moreoyer entitled to hold foreyer a high rank in the re- 
public which is indcbted to them for ezistence, and I do belieye that posteríty 
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wonld obaerre with regret the extinction of the Oliistrioiu nunei of its first ben- 
eftctore. I will say farther, that it u for the public Interest, thftt it íb for tíha 
DAtíonal honor, and that it ia due from the gratitade of Venesaela, to preterfe 
íq honor to the latest posterity, a race of rirtaoiiB, pnident, aod yaliant me^ 
who, OTercoming creiy obetacle, haye establiáhed the repnbKc at the expense of 
the moflt heroic aacrifices ; and if the people of Venezoela do not applaod asd 
ifQoice at the eleration of its benefactors, they are nnworthy to be fnt, uti 
neyer will be so. 

An hereditary senate, I say again, will be the ñmdamental baais of the kg»* 
lative power, and conseqaently the batds of the whole goreniment It wiO act 
eqaally as a counterpoise to the gOYemmeni and the people, and will be an in- 
termediate authoríty to deadcn the arrows which thoee perpetual rírals an oon- 
stantly shooting at each other. 

In all contests, the interpoeition of a third peraon becomee the means of nc- 
onciliation ; and thns will the senate of Venezuela be the cement of the delictte 
edifíce so liable to yiolent concussions. It will be the means of calming the 
fhry and maintaining the harmony betwixt the members and the head of tlús 
political body. Kothing can corrapt a legislatiye body inyested with the biglh 
est honors ; dcpendent on itself alone, withoat fearing anything from the^wople, 
or expecting anything from the goyemment, whoee only object is to repreai 
erery tendency to eyil^ and encourage eyery attempt at good, and which u 
deeply interested in the existence of a society with which it abares adrcrdty snd 
prosperíty. 

It has been most jnstly remarked, that the Britísh honse of peers is inyahiáMe 
to the nation, as forming a bulwark to tho liberties of the people ; and I dsre 
add, that the senate of Venezuela will not only be a bulwark to liberty, but a 
help to render the republic perpetual. 

The executíve power in Qreat Brítain is inyested with all the aoyereign au- 
thoríty fitted to it ; but it is also circumscríbed by a triple line of ditches, ba^ 
ríers, and palisades. The soyereígn is indeed the head of the goyemment, but 
his ministers and officers depend more on the laws than on his authoríty, be- 
cause they are personally responsible, and from that responsibility not cyen 
royal authoríty can exempt them. He is commander-in-chief of the army and 
nayy, he makes pcace and declares war ; but it is the pariiament alone whidí 
yetes annually the supplies. For neutral izing his power, the person of the king 
is inyiolable and sacred ; whilst bis head is left frce, his hands are bound. The 
soyereign of Brítain has three formidable ríyals : the cabinet, which is responsi- 
ble to the people and to pariiament ; the house of peerá, which protecta the in- 
terests of the people, as rcpresenting the nobility of which it is compoaed : and 
the house of commons, the organ of the Brítish public : as the judges are mor^ 
oyer responsible for the due ñilfíllment of the laws, they adhere stríctly to them; 
and the administratora of the public money, being accountable not only for 
their own yiolation of duty, but eyen for what the goyemment may do, gvasL 
against misapplication. 

The more the nature of the executiye power in Brítain is examined^ the moie 
will you be inclined to think it the most perfect model for either a monardiy, 
an arístocracy, or a democracy. In Venezuela, let the executiye power be exer 
cised by a president, appointed by the people or their representatiyea» and we 
shall then haye taken a long stríde towards national felidty. 

Whoeyer the dtizen may be that may fiU that ñtuation, he will be snppoited 
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by tbe constitation ; authorized to do good, he cannot do evil, for, sabmitting 
to the laws, bis ministen will co-operate witb bim ; and should be, on tbe 
contrary, attempt to infringe tbem, bis own miniatera will leaye bim insulated 
in tbe midat of the republic, and will eren impeacb bim to tbe senate. The 
ministers being responsible for such offences as maj be committed, are the per- 
sona that goyem ; and it is not the least adrantago of the system, that tbose 
more immediatelj exercising tbe functions of the executive power take an inter- 
esting and active part in tbe deliberations of the goyemment, and consider tbeir 
doties as personal. 

It may bappen that the president may not be a man of great talents or yirtues, 
and notwithstanding tbe want of those ossential qoalities, be may still perform 
the dutiee of bis situation in a satisfactory manner; because, in sach case, tbe 
ministry, doing eyerytbing itself, bears the burdcn of the state. Howeyer ex- 
orbitant the authoríty of executive power in Great Britain may appear, it woald 
not perhaps be too great in the republic of Venezuela. Here the congress has 
bonnd both tbe hands and beads of the magbtrates, and has assumed a portion 
of tbe executive functions, contrary to the maxim of Montesquieu, wbo saya, 
that a representative body ought not to take upon itself any active principie; 
it ought to make laws, and see those exocuted which it does make. Notbing 
ia so dangerous to a people as a weak executive ; and if it has been deemed 
necessary to endow it witb so many attríbutes in a monarchy, bow inflnitely 
more indispensable would it be in a republic I Let us flx our attention on this 
difference, and we sball fínd that the equilibrium of power ought to be distrib- 
uted in two ways. In a republic, tbe executive ought to be the strongest, be- 
cause everything conspires against it; and, on tbe other band, in a monarchy, 
the legislative ought to be the most powerful, as everything unites in favor of 
the sovereign. The veneration which people bear for a regal magistracy is a 
proof of its influence in augmenting the superstitious respect paid to that spe- 
cies of authority. The splendor of the throne, crown, and purple, the formida- 
ble support given by the nobility, the immense ríches acquired by generations of 
the same djnasty, and the fraternal protection affordod by kings to each other, 
are considerable ad vantages militating in &vor of royal authoríty, and render it 
almost unlimited. Those very advantages are a reason why a republican magis- 
trate should be endowed with greater power than that possessed by a constitu- 
tioDal prince. 

A republican magistrate is an insulated individual in tbe midst of society, . 
Intrusted witb the duty of curbing tbo Ímpetus of the people towards licentious- 
xiesB, and tbe propensity of judges and admínistrators to an abuse of the laws. 
Snob a one, witb regard to the legislative body, the senate, and tbe people, is a 
single individual resistbig the combined attack of the opinions, the interests, 
and the passions of society, which, according to wbat Camot says, is constantly 
striving betwixt the desire of goveming and that of not being subject to any 
antbority. He ia, in short, one athlete opposed to a multitude of others. Tbe 
only oorrective to sucb weakness is a vigorous and suitable resistance to tbe op- 
poñtion made to the executive power by the legislative body and people of a 
r^ublic. If tbe executive do not possess the means of exercising all tbe author-: 
ity properly placed at its disposal, it becomes nuil, and tbe govemment expires, 
leaving anarchy, nsurpation, and tyranny, as its beirs and successors. 

Let tbe whole system of govemment, therefore, be strengthened, and tbe eqpi'^ 
libiiom establisbed in sucb a manner, that it cannot be overtumed, ñor its r»- 
24 
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finement beoome a caase of decay. ám do foim of gorarnniflnt is ao weák aa a 
democracy, ita coiiBtitation onght to be aa aolid as powible, and its inatítotíona 
condadye to stabilít j. If soch be not the case, we may rockon on baTÍng only 
a gOTemment on triiü, and not a permanent ayatem ; and on haying a waTcring, 
tamultuons, and anarchical oommonity, and not a aodal eatabliahment, in whidí 
happineaa, peace, and jnatice leign. • 

Legialaton ! let na not be preBumptnona, but modérate in oor pieten^ooa. It 
ia by no meana likely tliat we can do what haa nerer yet been aooompüahed by 
any of the human race, what the greateat and wiaeat natíona have nerer efiected. 
Undefined liberty and abeolnte democracy are the rocka on wfaich xepabUcaa 
hopea and expectationa haré been wiecked. 

Táke a yiew of the república of antíqnity, of those of modam tunea, and ci 
thoae liaing into exiatence, and yon will find, that almoat all have been firaatnted 
Sn their attempta. The men, who aim at legitímate inatitntiona and scxial pcp> 
fection, are nndoubtedly deseiTing of erery praise ; bnt who can aay that maii- 
kind poaHeaa complete wiadom, or that they practice all the yirtuea wfaich the 
nnion of power and juatíce imperatíyely demand t Angela, and not mea, cfB. 
alone eziat free, peaceable, and happy, in the exerdae of eoyereign power. 

Whilst tbe people of Yeneznela exerdae the ríghta they lawfbDy enjoj, Ict os 
modérate the exceeaiye pretenaions which an incompetent fonn of g o T em mcnt 
might aoggest, and let na giye up that federal syatem which doea not amt na, let 
na get dear of the trinmyirate execntiye power, and conce n tre it in one preal- 
dent, and let oa commit to bim enffident authority to enable him to reaiat the 
inconyeniencea ariaing from onr recent aitnation, from the state of war&re we 
haye been suffering nnder, and from the kind of fordgn and domeatic enemiea 
we haye had to deal with, and with wbom we shall atiU haye to oontend for a 
lengih of time. Let the Icgislatiye power rengn the attribntea belonging to 
tho execntíye, and acquire neyertheleaa fireah consiatency, and freeh inflneiioe 
in the equilibrinm of antboríty. Let the courta of jnatíce be reformed by the 
permanency and independence of the jndgea, by the establialunent of jnrif8| 
and of dyil and criminal codea, not dictated by antíqnated ñor by conqneríng 
IdngB, bnt by the yoice of natore, by tbe cry of jostioe, and by the genios of 
wiadom. 

It Í8 my anxioos wish that eyery part of the goycmment and administration 
ahould acquire that degree of yigor, which can alone suatain a due eqmliMnm, 
not aimply amongst the members of goyemment, but eyen amongat the Tarioos 
ranks of which sodety ia compoeed. It would not signify, were the apringa cif 
a political syatem to be relaxad, if that rdaxatíon did not occaaion the disaolo- 
tion of the social body, and the ruin of thoae assodated. The criea of the hu- 
man race, in the fields of battle and in tumultuous aasembliea, appeal to Heaycn 
against those inconsiderate and blind legislators who haye thongfat they could 
with impunity máke triáis of chimerícal instítntíons. All the nationa on earth 
haye sought after liberty, some by arms and othera by lawa, passíng altemately 
from anarchy to despotism, or ñx)m despotism to anarchy; but very lew haye 
been satísfíed with modérate attainments, or adoptad constítutíons conformable 
to thdr meana, nature, and drcumstances. 

Let US not attempt what is impossible, leat, by endeayoring to riae too high 
in the regions of liberty, we íall into tbe abysa of tyranny. From abaolute Hb- 
erty there is always a descent to abaolute power, and the médium betwixt the 
two extremea is supreme sodal liberty. Abstract ideaa giye liae to the peni- 
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dous idea of onlimited liberty. Let os bo act that the power of the people be 
rcstrained witbin the limita poiated out bj reason and interest ; that tho national 
will be corbed by a jost authority ; and that the ciyil and criminal legislation, 
analogous to our constitution, goyem imperatively the judicial power ; in which 
case an eqailibríom will exist, and those differences and diBCords ayoided which 
would embarrass the concerne of state, as well as that species of complication 
which shackles instead of uniting societ j. 

To foim a stable goTemment, a national feeling is reqoired, possessíng an 
unifonn indination towards two principal points, regulating public will, and 
limitíng public authority, the bounds of which are difficult to be asfdgned ; but 
it may be supposed that the best rule for our direction is reciprocal restriction 
and concentration, so that there may be the least ínction possible betwixt legití- 
mate will and Intímate power. 

Loto of conntry, laws, and magistrates, ought to be the ruling passion in the 
breast of every republicana Yenezuelans love their country, but not ita laws, 
because they are bad, and the source of evil ; and as litüe could they respect 
their magistrates, as the oíd ones were wicked, and the new ones are hardly 
known in the career they haye conmienced. If a sacred respect does not exist 
for country, laws, and constítuted authorities, sodety is a state of confusión, an 
abyse, and a conflict of man with man, and of body with body. 

To saye our incipient republic írom such a chaos, all our moral powers wül 
be insufficiént, unless we melt the whole people down into one mass ; the com- 
positíon of the goyemment is a whole, the l^islation is a whole, and natíonal 
feeling is a whole. Unity, Unity, Unity, ought to be our deyice. The blood of 
oor dtizens is yarious, let us miz it to make it one ; our constítution has diyided 
authority, let us agreo to unite it ; our laws are the sad remains of all andent 
and modem despotisms, let the monstrous structure be demolished, let it &11, 
and, withdrawing from its ruins, let us erect a temple to justice, and, under the 
anspices of its sacred influence, let us dictate a codo of Venezuelan laws. Should 
we wish to consult records and models of legislation, Great Britian, France, and 
Korth America, present us with admirable ones. 

Popular educatíon ought to be the fírst care of the congress^s paternal regard. 
Moráis and knowledge aro the cardinal points of a republic, and moráis and 
knowiedge are what we most want. 

Let US take from Athens her Areopagus, and the guardians of customs and 
laws ; let us take írom Rome her censors and domestíc tribunals, and, forming 
a holy aUiance of those moral institutíons, let us renew on earth the idea of a 
people not contented with being free and powerful, but which desires also to 
beTÍrtaous. 

Let US take from Sparta her austere establishments, and form from those threc 
apiings a reseryoir of yirtue. 

Let US giye our republic a fourth power, with authority to preside oyer the 
infiuicy and hearts of men, public spirit, good habits, and republican morality. 
Let na constítute this Areopagus to watch oyer the educatíon of youth and 
national instruction, to purify whatcver may be corrupt in the republic— to im- 
peach ingiatítude, egotísm, lukewarmness in the country's cause, sloth, and 
idleness, and to pass judgment on the first germs of comiptíon and pemicious 
ezample. 

We áhould correct manners with moral pain, the same as the law punishes 
crime wüh coirporal, not only what may offend, but what may ridiculo ; not 
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only wbat may aasaalt, bat wfaat may weaken ; and not gbIj what may fiolate 
the constitutíoD, bat whateyer may infringo on pablic decency. 

The jorísdictíon of this reaUy sacred tribunal onght to be effectíve m ererf- 
thing regarding education and instruction, and only delibentíve as to paSns and 
punishinents ; and tbns ita annala and records, in whicb wiU be inacnbed Ha 
acta and deliberationa, and the moral principies and actíons of citizena, will be 
the registeis of Tirtne and yice : registers which the people will consnlt in their 
elections, the magistrates in their determinations, and the jodgea in thmr deda- 
ions. Such an institution, howeyer chimerícal it may appear, is infinitelj eaaier 
to realize, than others of less utility to mankind establiahed by aoine ancieot 
and modem legislators. 

Legislatore I by the project of the constitation, which I respectñilly Babndt 
to your consideration, you will disco ver the feeling by which it waa dictated. 

In proposing the división of our qitizens into active and paaslve, I hmTe eo- 
deavored to excite national prosperíty by indnstry^s two great qpxingB, labor 
and knowicdge. Stimulatcd by those two powerful canses, the grmtest diffi- 
cultics may be overeóme, and men made respectable and happy. 

In imposing eqoitable and pmdent restríctíons on the primary and electoral 
asaemblies, the first barrier is oppoeed to popolar licentionsnesa, and tha«by 
those injurious and tumultaons meetinga avoided, which at all times have given 
rise to prejudioal consequences in the election, and which have of coorae been 
entailed on the magistrates and the govemment, as the primordial act ia gener- 
ative of either the liberty or slavery of a people. 

By increasing in the balance of power the weight of the congreas, by the 
number of legislators and the natore of the senate, a fíxed basas is bestowed on 
this pñmary body of the nation, and it is invested with great impoitanoe for 
the exercise of its sovereign ñmctions. 

In scparating distinctly the execntive from the legialative power, it is not in- 
t^ided to sow división betwixt those supreme authorítiea, bat to unite them 
with those bonds of harmony which proceed firom indcpendence. 

In investíng the executive with a power and authority mach exceoding what 
it hitherto possessed, it is by no means intended to enable a despot to tyrannixe 
over the republic, bat to prevent deliberative despotism becoming the immedi- 
ate cause of a round of despotic changes, in which anarchy would be altemately 
replaced by oligarchy and monocracy. 

In soliciting the indcpendence of judges, the establishment of jories, and a 
new code, the securíty of civil liberty is requested, the most estimable, the most 
equitable, the most necessary, and, in one word, the only liberty, aa, withoat it, 
all others are a nullity. An amendmont is asked of the lamentable abuses in 
our judicaturo, and which derive their origin from the filthy sink of Spanish 
legislation, collected in various ages, and firom various sourceá, eqoklly from the 
productions of folly and of talent, equally the fruit of good sense and of extrav- 
agance, and equally the memorial of genius and of caprioe. That judicial en- 
cyclopedia, that monater with ten thousand heads, which has hitherto been 
a rod of punishment to Spanish nations, is the fiercest calamity the anger of 
Heaven ever permitted that unfortunate empire to be afflicted with. 

Meditating on the most efficicnt mode of regenerating the character and hab- 
its which tyranny and war have given us, I have dared to suggest a moral 
power, drawn from the remote ages of antiquity, and those obsolete lawn, which 
for some time maintained public virtue amongst the Gxeeka and Romana; and 
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alihough it maj be considered a mere whim of fancy, it i£ poflsible, and I fiatter 
mysel^ tbat yoa will not altogetber oyerlook an idea, whicb, wben meliorated 
by experience and knowledge, may proye of the greatest efficacy. 

Teirified at tbe disunion whicb haa hitberto exútod, and must exist amongst 
os, from the subtle spirit characterizing the federatiye system, I haye been in* 
duced to solicit yon to adopt the concentration and unión of all the stutes of 
Venezuela into one republic, one and indiyisible. A measure, in my opinión, 
nrgeut, vital, and saying, and of such a nature that, without it, tbe fruit of oor 
regeneration woold be dcstrpction. 

It is my duty, legislators, to present to yon a just and faithful picture of my 
political, ciyil, and military administration : but to do bo would tire your yal- 
nable attention too much, and rob you at this moment of time equally precióos 
and pressing ; and the secrctaríes of átate wlU therefore give an account to the 
congrces of their yaríous departments, and exhibit at the same time thoso doc- 
uments and records nccessary to illustrate everything, and to make you thor- 
ooghly acquainted with the real and actual state of the republic. 

I will not notice the most momentous acts of my command, although they 
concern most of my countrymcn, and will cali your attention only to the last 
memorable revolution. Horrid, atrocioua, and impious slayery coycred with 
her sable mantle the land of Venezuela, and our atmosphere lowered with the 
dark, gioomy clouds of the tempest, threatening a fiery deluge. I implorcd the 
protection of the Qoá of nature, and at bis almighty word the storm was dia- 
pelled. The day-star of Uberty rose, slayery broke her chaina, and Venezuela 
was ^uiTounded with new and with grateful sons, who tumed the instrumenta 
of her thrall and bondage into arma of freedom. Yes I those who were formerly 
slaves are now free, those who wcre formerly the enemies of our country ar6 now 
its defenderá. 

I leaye to your soyereign authoríty the reform or repeal of all my ordonnanccs, 
•tatntes, and decrees ; but I implore you to confirm the complete emancipation 
of the slayes, as I would beg my Ufe, or the salvation of the republic. 

To exhibit the military history of Venezuela would be to bring to our recol- 
laction the history of republican heroism amongst the andents ; it would show 
that Venezuela had made as brilliant sacrifíces on the sacrcd altar of liberty. 
The noble hearts of our generous warriors haye bcen fílled with those sublime 
and honorable feclingu which haye eyer been attributed to the benefactors of 
the human race. Not fíghting for power or fortune, ñor eyen glory, but for Ub- 
erty alone ; the title of Liberator of the republic has been their highest recom- 
pense ; haying, in forming an association of those gallant héroes, instituted the 
Qrder of Liberatore of Venezuela. L^^latorsI to you it belongs to confer 
honors and decoratíons, and it is your duty to exerciso that act of national 
gratitude. 

Men who haye giyen np all the benefíts and adyantages they formerly e^joyed, 
as a proofof their yirtue and disintcrestedness — men who haye undergone eyery- 
thing horrible in a most inhuman war, suffering the most painful priyations and 
the cruellest anguish — men so deserying of their country merít the attention of 
govemment; and I haye therefore giyen directions to recompense them out of 
the national property. 

If I haye acquired any portion of merit in the eyes of my coontrymen, I enr 
treat yon, repreeentatiyes, to youchsafe my petition, as the reward of my feeble 
lerrices ; and lei the congress order a distñbution of the national property, con- 
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fhrmáble to ihe oidoniiAiice I paaied in the ñama of tbe x^ubUc, in fiíTor atibe 
military song of YonesueU. 

After oor hayiog, in a succeflsion of yictories, dertroyed the %Midflh anmes, 
the oourt of Madrid, in deapair, yaJnly eodeaTored to take by Bm^nifle tfae fed- 
inga of those magnanimoua «oyereigna who had jnst extirpated nampation aad 
tyranny in Europe, and who ooght to protect tbe legitimacy and joatice of tha 
canse of Ammca. Bpain, nnable to reduce ua to snbmiflaion by dint of arma, 
bad rcconree to lier insidious policy, and tried every perfidiona aii. Fe^dinand 
bombled himself so fjEur as to confcas tbat, witbont the aaaistance of foieign aid, 
be could not forcé ua back under bid ignominioos yoke ; a yoke which no mor- 
tal power can oblige ns to submit to. Venezuela, conrinced tbat sbe ia in poa> 
BeMion of sufficient strengtb to repel ber oppressors, baa declaied throng^ tbe 
oigan of govemment ber fíxed and final determination to figbt to annihflatáon 
in defence of ber political life, not only against Bpain, bat even againat the nni- 
Yene, sbould tbe uní vene be so degraded as to assume tbe party of a deatmctiye 
gOYemment, wbose only objects are an exterminating sword, and tbe ábrieka of 
tbe inquisition — a goyemment tbut desires not fertile regiona, but deserta — ^not 
dtiea, but ruina— not subjects, but sepulcbrcs. Tbe decUration of tbe repnbfic 
of Venezuela is tbe most gloríous, tbe most beroic, and tbe most dignified act 
of a free people ; and it is witb peculiar satisfaction I bayo tbe honor of Ia3ring 
it before congress, sanctioned as it is by tbe unanimona approbation of the &ee 
people of tbe land. 

Since the second epocb of tbe republic^ our armiea wanted tbe necessaries of 
war ; they were constan tly yoid of anns and ammunition, and were at all times 
badly equippcd ; but at present the braye defenders of independence are not 
only armed witb justice, but witb power, and our troops may rank witb tbe 
cboiccst in Europc, now that tbey possess equal means of destruction. 

For these important adyantages we are indebted to tbe unbounded liberality 
of some generous foreigners, who, hcaríng the groans of suffcring bomanity, and 
seeing the cause of freedom, reason, and justice, ready to sink, could not remain 
qniet, but flew to our succor witb their munificcnt aid and protection, and ña- 
niabed the republíc witb eyerything needful to cause their pbilanthropical prin- 
cipies to triumph. Those fríends of mankind are the guardián geniuscs of 
America, and to them we owe a debt of etemal gratitude, as well as a religious 
fiílfiUment of the seyeral obligations contracted witb them. The national debt, 
legÍ8lators, is the deposit of the good faith. tbe honor, and the gratitude of 
Venezuela : respect it as the holy ark which incloses not only tbe rights of our 
bencfactors, but the glory of our fídelity. Let us perish ratber than fidl, in any 
tbe smallcst p<nnt, in the completion of those engagementa^ which hmye becn tbe 
aalyation of our country, and of the liycs of ber sons. 

The unión of New Granada and Venezuela in one great state baa oniformly 
been the ardent wish of the people and goyemments of these república, llie 
foitune of war has effected tbis junction so much desired by ey«ry American, 
and in fact we are incorporated. These sister-nations baye intmsted to yon 
their interests, rights, and destinies. In contemplating tbe unión of thia im- 
menj«o «iistrict, my mind rises witb deligbt to tbe stupendous beight necosaary 
for viewing properly so wonderful a picture. 

Flying íh>m present and approacbing times, my imagination pl unges into 
ftiture ages, in which I obserye, with admiration and amazement, the proapenty, 
tbe iplendor, and the ammation, whidí tbis yaat ivgion will baye acquired. My 
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ideas are wofted on, and I see my beloyed natíye land in tbe centre of the imi- 
Terse, expanding herself on her eztensive coasts between those oceans wbich 
natnie bad separated, and which oor country will haré united with large and 
capacious cañáis. I see her tbe bond, tbe centre, and the emporium o'f the ha- 
man race ; I see her transmitting to eartb's remotest bounds tbose treasures con- 
tained in her mountains of gold and silyer ; I see her distríbuting, by her sala- 
tiferoos phmts, bealth and Ufe to the aflücted of the oíd world ; I see her im- 
parting to the sages of other regions ber inestimable secreta, ignorant until then 
how mucb her beight of knowledge transcends ber excessiye wealth 1 Tes I I 
see her, seated on the tbrone of freedom, wielding tbe sceptre of justice, and 
crowned with glory, show the oíd world the majoaty of the new. 

Legislators I Condescend to receiye with indalgence the declaration of my 
political creed ; the bighest wiábes of my beart and eamest petition, which, in 
tbe ñame of the people, I haye dared to address to you. 

Yoncbsafe to grant to Venezuela a goyemment purely popalar, purely jast, 
and purely moral, which will encbain oppression, anarchy, and crime ; a goy- 
emment which will cause innocency, philanthropy, and peace to reign ; a goy- 
emment wbich, under the dominión of inexorable laws, will cause equality and 
liberty to triumph. 

Gkntlemen I Commence your duties : I haye finished mine. 

The congress of the repubUc of Venezuela is installed. In it from tbis moment 
ís oentered tbe national soyereignty. We all owe to it obedience and ftdelity. 
My sword, and those of my illustríous fellows-in-arms, will maintain its august 
anthority. 

Ood tare the Coog^esi ! 

The genius of eloquence bad found its accent. Boliyar electrifíed bis listenera, 
and he still eyen electrifíes us, after so mony years of struggle, after so many 
proofii of patriotic and manly eloquence. That flaming word of entbnsiasm ; 
■olemn in yigor and yirtue; full of grace, sweetness, and grandeur, was 
nnknown in America ; and the Colombiana could say with the sincere admiren 
of the Redeemer : 

Nunquam sic locutus est homo 
8icut bic homo. 

No one has eyer spoken like tbis man 1 1 I admire, aboye all, that instinctiye 
ability of saying wbat was conyenient to say, and make understood, that which 
it was licit to say. I admire that majesty, that eleyated and calm reason wbich 
mies without effort upon the passions ; that yigor finally, a quality proper of an 
hónest soul, which communicates the nenre of conscience to the weakest forma, 
or tbe most yulgar I 

The oration of the Libcrator at Angostura is a masterpiece of fecling, reason, 
and patriotism. 

In tbe same act, tbe Liberator prosented to tbe Congress a project of consti- 
tntion ; and, the cry of Viva el Congreso de Venezuela ! many times repeated, was 
followed by a salnte of artillery. 

The entbnsiasm increased eyen to delirium, when, after haying cheered for the 
Congress, tbe Liberator, grasping bis sword, said with an extraordinary onergy^ 
** My sword and that of my renowned companions in arms are always ready to- 
aofltain your augnst anthority." 

Silenoe being le-established, tbe Supreme Chief inyited tho Congress to pitK 
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ceed to theelectíonof aPI«ddeDtpfv¿Ml^tosll]Tend«rhimtlleo^^ Tbe 

Depaty, Francifioo A. Zea, beÍDg elocted by yoice, Boliygr took hú oath on tlie 
Holy Eyangelist, and foUowing, all the memben one bj one. The taking of 
the oath haying concladed, he placed the Prerident on the seat which he him- 
Belf occnpied under the canopy, and addreasing the military body, he aaid: 
^* Generáis, cbieÍB, and officen, my companiona in anna, we are no more than 
simple citizens, tlll the Soyereign Congrefls pleasee to employ na in the daaa and 
rank which it may think proper. Relying on yoor sabmiaaion, I am going to 
giye in my ñame and yonn, tbe most eyident proofii of our obedience, by aorreo- 
deríng to it the command with which I was charged." On aaying thia, he 
approached the Preúdcnt of the Congress, and presenting him his CkiienFa 
baton, he continued : ^^ I retorn to tbe Republic the baton of general which abe 
conferred on me. To senre her, in whateyer clasa or rank to which the Congieaa 
destines me, is for me honorable ; in it I will giye the ezample of sabordinatioB 
and kind obedience, which should distinguish eyery soldier of the RepuUic 1 " 

The President, addressing himself to tbe Congress, said : *^ It aeems that the 
confirmation of all the ranks and employments conferred by Hia Exocllency 
General SIMÓN BOLÍVAR during bis goyemmcnt, does not admit diacuaaion ; 
notwithstanding, I ask to declare it, the express approbation of the CraigreM I 
Is it the opinión of the Congress that the ranks and employments confered by 
His Excellency, General SIMÓN BOLÍVAR, being Supreme Chief of the Re^ 
pnblic, be confírmed ? '* All the depatíos standing np, answered in the affiím- 
atíye ; and, the President continued : ^^ Tbe Soyereign Congress of the Repablic 
confirms in the person of His Excellency, General SIMÓN BOLÍVAR, all tbe 
ranks and employments conferred by him, during bis goyemment ;*' and retnm- 
ing him tbe baton, be seated him on his right band. Añer some moments <^ 
silence, tbe President spoke in these words : 

** All natíons and all empires were in tbeir infancy feeble and little, like man 
himself, to whom they owe tbeir origin. Those great citíes which atíll inflame 
the imaginatíon, Mempbis, Palmyra, Thebes, Alexandria, Tyre, oyen the capital of 
Belus and Semiramis, and thoa also, proud Rome, mistress of the nniyerae, woe 
nothing more at tbeir commencement than diminutiye and miserable hamleti. 
It was not in tbe Capítol, ñor in tbe palace of Agríppa ñor of Trajan, but it was 
in a lowly but, under a thatched roof, that Romulus, rudely ciad, traced the 
capital of tbe world, and loid the foundations of bis mighty empire. Nothiog 
sbone conspicuous but his genius ; tbere was nothing great but himself It is 
not by tbe lustre ñor by the magnifícence or our installation, but by tbe imroeose 
means bestowed on us by nature, and by the immense plans which you will fonxa. 
for ayailing ourselyes of them, that the ñiture grandeur and power of our po— 
public should be measured. The artless splendor of the noble act of patrío%¿- 
ism of which Gkneral Boliyar has just giyen so illustríous and so memorable ahb 
ezample, stamps on tbis solcmnity a character of antiquity, and is a presage o^f 
the lofty destínies of our country. Neither Rome ñor Athens, ñor eyen SpaAJB» 
in the purest days of beroism and public yirtue, eyer presented so aublune sxai^ 
80 interestíng a scene. The imaginatíon rises in contemplating it, ages and á3^ 
stances disappear, and we think ourselyes contemporary with the Aristides, tMft 
Phocions, the Camillus, and the Epaminondas of othcr áay%, The aame phüft0' 
.thropy and tbe same liberal sentiments which united to the repnblican cbieís o/ 
high antiquity those beneficent emperors, Vespasian, Titus, Tn^an, and Mam0 
Aurelius, who so wortblily trod the same path, will to-day plaoe amongst thein 
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tkSf tBodeil geo«nü, and witb them he will Ahíne in hiatonr, iiad rocoirv Ibt 
bvMdIctloiis of p(Mt«rity. It U nut now that the ai i ' rk- 

tnif wliielí we tui?» witnesacd and odoiin^ c&n be i nnr 

lastitutioDS will hñTe liad the eanction uf time, wbtíu evt^rvtluii^ h 
«fCfTlhliig littlc io our days paasions, mteivsUs and vsuiitic**, will hrt\ 
pMUñtd, «nd gTMt deods and great mea alone rcmain, then the abdicution of 
GcBírml BoltTiir witl Peceire all the justice it »o richlj mcriK *«*! hU níinnj wül 
hm wntmüotítíá witb pride úi Venezuela, and witli Teneratíon tlimugliout the 
■nif«f«ib Forg«!ttíii£f eTüryihing lie has achieTéil for tlie edta)>lÍ!ibfueDt of otir 
tteitie»--eiglii jeaní of afflictiona and dmagere— tUe smcríflco of (lu fortune and 
rcpoM — indeArríhahlf f;itísrue<i and bardáhipíi— oxcrtiona uf whteb icaroüljf a 
ÉbnlLir examplr can tx; quoted &t>ni history — that constan t proot' affaia«t «rery 
ntffW^ibat inyinctbie flrain«as, in neref dt^pairini; of the aalvaiion of ocr 
r, «TCD wbcn be saw bcr subjugated, and be defitittiie and alono; —for* 
I aay, so many claims io imcnortality, to flz bia atteotíoit only on wbat 
W» IbAff» aeen and admirDd« If bo had rcnounced the siiprrnie autborítj, whmt 
íá pfnetited üothiag bul troubleei and dangcra, whi^n it bmught on bis bead 
iriicfí, and when It appeared notbing more thim an empty uamr, 
I not bave boen praiavworthy,it would at teMt \v\yv lMH*n pni* 
but to do it a^ the very motnont wbcn tbe antbofity bcgitix to enjor iiomei 
Id th«» ejm of ambltlonf and wbcfi €rver>'tbiug faa'bode«i a ápcinlj and 
Ibfftiiiiitig tmxut to oor dadfea, asifl to do it of bimaelf, and firmn tbe purc lovc of 
Ithcrtí', i» a doe^l ao befoic aad ao HplcndUl, tbat I doubt wbctbejr it crcsr bafl m 
^iqomU *ad deéipalr of ita erer belng iniitated. But wbat I ithall ive allow Gen* 
«il Bolirar to ñm no mncb altólo hiti feIlow-€ÍtÍzciu aa to opprew tbom wltli 
kb glor^f, and not at leost ^ndearor to comfieto witb bim in noblr and palñotio 
wH«i>ti» by i»ot permitting hltn to qult tbe precineta of tbia augmt mmamhtf 
wllllútti r&4iiTttiting him witb tltat aatiie anthorlty wbicb b€ bad fal¡ii<|iilill«d 
la ofdir to maintaln llberty inviolable, but wbicb waa lo fact tbe way to riik 
Üf* **Ko^ iu>i^* replied Otineiml Bolívar witb encrgy, ** n^ri^r, ncTfT will I laka 
«ipim Bta igmlQ ao autborítj wbicb from m; bmrt I barc rcnounced for^rer di 
pilaclpla aml acotíniaiit** 

Ba wntltiticd to expoae tbe perils nm Ijj Libertj, ooo man proaiaTiiig íbr m 
ñm anthoHty ; bo mmMmUná tba ntgKwlty of bctog ptipiíwi 
• of loroe ambitioua man, agifnat t&oia of biisiialf, at 1m ímá um 
üft tbinkíng and working atwajra in tbe aame müiifKsr^ and eodad lik 
prtiteatiixg in tb<r flrmait and moat daclaire tone that ín no t-aae^ and 
fnt mo e(NiaKd«ratlon»áhoQld be erar nÉitni to mooepi an authoritj wbicb be liad 
•o ooMitallj and aiaoortly fwoitnotd to Menn to hit eountif tfae bmeftta of 

Ob ooBdudinit hb r&plf, be atkad paminloii to nCire, wbSeb waa conoidtoá, 
m áegnámú on of tm tnambcn héag appolntod to aooompanj bioi, 
Wiíhwlñg^ tbe Oongnai illiuiiMd the fobjacl nf oppoliitiag a Piovkioaal 
fif the Reptibltc ; bsl maiaf dÜBeolliaa pr ata a Hng llwnaMlfOi to Iba 
it waa agieod that Qeotfml Bolivar ahonld aiereiao tbia ptiwar íbr 
%mtm^f4oñT bonra^ or ai tlio oioit fiír foriy-aiglit lioiti% and a dcpfilalloa waa 
Oisilo liira witb tbia nwiliitloa» Tho OaiMcal lopliad tbal ooly in oonaMifatlaft 
of IW tti^Miey dld be aceqH tbe dbMi^f(% tindar llio aipiMi ooo^Hlon thal ft 
bo onlj for tba appointod tinia. 
bo fbtlowlni^ dajr (16tb of Febniarr), tbe Coofiw natatalj debaüd IIm 
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qoertion, and recogniíed tbe necetatf that the libenlor ahoold coatímie ti 
President of the Repablic ; decting a Yioe-Prerident who ahoold, in the abaenoe 
of the former, perform the duties of the govenunent. The Sefior Zea was dectod 
Yice-Preaident, and this election was participated to the Liberator. 

He still inábted that he shoold sepárate himaelf from the command, becaoae 
the dutiea of the campaign, he said, occupied completely hia time, and bcaídeai 
he waa wanting in administratÍYe talent. The Congreaa, potwitbafaMiding, did 
not yary in its resolution. 

The Liberator diyided the Cabinet of State in three parta : — State and Treas- 
ury — Nayy and War — Interior and Jostice. 

The foreign relations did not require a special miniíitry. 

For the performance of these poats, he appointed req>ectiyel7 the Sefiores 
Manuel Palacio, General Pedro Bricefio Méndez, and the Ldo. Diego Bantiflla 
Urbaneja. 

Tbe Congresa declared that, in campaign, the Liberator ahould exerdae eztra- 
ordinary facultiea, and invested him with them, aathorizing him to delégate 
them in whole or part, as he should think proper. 

The Liberator foresaw how much Venezuela woold gain in the opinión of 
aenáble men of all nationa, príncipally of Elngland, with the inatallment of tbe 
Congress ; and he hastened to take advantage of the moment, sending as xnims- 
ters to the cabinet of 8t James, the Señores Femando PefialTer and Qtmtnl 
José María Vergaras, whom, bcsides their diplomatic functiona, were also chaiged 
to contract for arma, ammunition and clothing, and a loan of a nodllion poands 
aterling. Nothing was effected by the Enyoys, in spite of their endeavors and 
good-will ; because the ruinóos loans contracted by Don Luis López Mendei 
had destroyed our credit, concurríng to its utter failure the circumstanoe of the 
refosal of the English cabinet to receive publicly and officially the ministerB 
Yergara and Penal ver. The latter retumed to Guayana, and Yergara remained 
aome time more in London, but withont snccess. 

The Congress meanwhile continued its sessions, occupied with important sab- 
jects : it arranged the uncertain destinies of the republic, constituted since 1811, 
but soon quenched by physical vicissitudes, and fought to death by hostile ar- 
mies ; it gave entity to principies, valué to the resolutiona, form to the intefeats. 
Even still more than all this, because it presented tbe spectacle of a i*elf-goTerB- 
ment, peaceful and modérate in the midst of a great spirít of independeooe, 
which revealed conscience ; a source of magnanimous inapirationa, joatioe aad 
aovereign power. 

Colombia seemed : 

Qualis abi Oeeanas perfasni Lucifer anda. 

(.£KaiD, nn.) 

Similar to the sun, when, after a tempestuoua night, it riaee cafanly orer tl# 
horizon, retuming joy to the fields and consolatíon to the laborer ; thns, thnN|^ 
a long night of tears and blood, of martyrdoms and of horror, Colombia ip- 
peared to tbe sight of the people, serene and peaceful, on the horizon of Übaty, 
inspiríng courage to the warriora and infíniie joy to the patriota who longed fer 
redemption. 

There are no words sufficient to relate how much Morillo and bis foOovOB 
labored to neutralize the Congress, now acoffing at its reaolutions ; now »• 
doubling threats and maledictiona ; now, finally, mocking at ita pnipo^ 
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They then wrote more than eyer, seeking interpreten, so that, in difierent idi- 
oma, the profanation of our sovereignty shoold be read. But in yain ; becaose 
the Congress proceeded in its labora lyith success, and called the attention of 
the world by the founded hopea which it offered to the fríends and defendeiB 
of liberty. The leamed Colonel James Hamilton, writing to the Duke of 
Sussex, on the eyents of Venezuela, said; "The event most worthy of 
attention, is undoubtedly the installment of the National Congress in tbis city 
on the 15th of February last, with which motiyc General Bolívar gave a proof 
so brílliant in moderationand patriotism, as ú not to hefound in the annaU of any 
eountry / . . • I haye assisted on many occasions at the scssions of Congress, 
and the dcliberations are carríed on with much decorum and regularíty, which 
may be attributed to the solidity and formality of the national character. 
Amongst its membcrs there are several of eminent talents and soiue of great 
experíence. . . Never has G^eral Bolívar opcrated with more policy, ñor given 
anch a dccisive blow to the Spanish govemment, as assembling the national 
representation. He has fíxed his reputation forever, working as a GREAT 
MAN and as a VIRTÜOUS CITIZEN, and he has cxcitcd and given such a 
consistency to the national character, that will soon secare to Venezuela her 
complete independence." 

The knowing and penetrating üamilton was not deceived I 
Before proceeding any further, and only with the purpoee of justifying the 
Liberator, dissipating the doubts formed by some traitors respecting the good 
íkdth i^-ith which he promiscd Petion the liberty of the slaves in Venezuela, I 
will make a bríef digression. 

My readers know the proclamation of Ocumare (6th of July, 1816) and the 
decree of the Council (page ). The Liberator had proclaimed that there 
were in Venezuela only citizens and FREE MEN. This was his dcsire and his 
hope. In the midst of contingencies and catastrophies, he instituted the Coun- 
cil of State and the High Court, Supreme Tribunal of Justice in Angostura, " so 
tbat the rights of all should be protected ; so that the properties, the innocence 
and the merits of the citizens should not be inñingcd upon by the arbitraríety 
of any müitary chief^ even that of the Supreme Chief," (words of his discourse 
on the installment of the Council). When the Liberator rctumed to Angostura, 
after the disasters of Semen, the High Court was performing its ñinctions ; but, 
needing the decrees of the supreme chief, which were the law in the republic, 
the Liberator sent that tribunal a copy of what he still preservcd, and he said : 
**I inclose to T. £. eleven copies of the principal decrees issued during the 
third períod of the republic, so that they may be held present in the resolutions 
of the High Court of Justice, in conformity to the solicitation of T. E. in his 
eommanication of the 14th inst. The universal liberty of the slaves waa 
declared by a proclamation addressed to the province of Caracas, when I 
luded at Cicumare on the 6th of July, 1816. It annulled a decree issued at 
Oarapano in the previous month, conceding personal liberty and of their fami- 
^ to tbose who should take up arms, and sustain with them the rights of 
VeneznekL The vicissitades of war have caused the loss of this proclamation, 
wldcfa, amongst other things, it said in article 4th : ** The unfortunate portion 
^ oiv iHwthren, which has until now groaned under the yoke of slavery, is now 
^''^^ Natnre, justice, and policy exact the emandpation of slaves. In the 
^^'^vixe there will be in Venezuela only one class of men : all shall be citizens." 
'^^ prodamation, which has been strictly ñüfilled in all territory of the repub- 
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lie, since tbe day of ito pubUcatioiif has been stíll more stzvngfhened by íhñ 
lawB in which repeatedly, it has been made known to the people tmken under 
the protection of oiir anns. No one ignores in Yenezoela that álavery is ez- 
tingüished among us. €k>d presenre T. E. many yean. BoLirAX." 

Boon aflor the Liberator succeeded in aasembling at Angostura the second 
Yenezaelan Congreas, and we just finish reading his thooghts respecting tÁe 
liberty of the $lateé ; a solcmn promise, Yolimtary and magnificoity which BoÜ- 
var made to Petion on the altar of íriendship and gratitade. 

And now, does the Liberator merit the chaiges made against him by the 
Haitiana 7 Did Bolivar forget the ñilfíUment of his word ? Was it for intoest 
that he gaye it to Petioo, or was it for interest tliat he did not fnlfill it aíler- 
wards ? . . When any one writes without the knowiedge of £k^ tmth and 
good sense are always in peril ; and I wiU say without fear of contradictíoii, 
that the acta of that time are obecured by smoke of campaigns, by the dost 
raiaed by fiiendly and hostile cavaby, by the blood which ran abundantly as if 
to drench the soil. . . It ia neceasary to investígate much and to hoid in the 
hand the light of impartiality ; aboye all, when BoUyar is to be accosed, who 
in hia long career of miafortune and adventure, never merited reproachw 



The Liberator, after haying iaaued all the measores which he beliered ] 
sary for the tranquil and conveníent march of the goyenmient, with 
actiyity he yiaited all the authorities and notable persona of Angostara, ezhort- 
ing them in the most expreasiye terms to unión, and at daybreak of the 27tíi 
of February he aet out to join the army of Apure. 

He was accompanied with leaye firom Congress, by the Secretaiy of Wsr, 
Pedro Briceno Méndez. 

Some daya aflerworda, ürdaneta, dispatched by the Liberator, set oat to 
Margarita, where foreign troopa, under the command of General English, had 
arriyed, which, increaaed with othera of the country, ahould make an expedition 
against Costa Firme, occupying La Guayra and Caracas, if it was possible, under 
the orders of the same Ürdaneta. 

The Liberator had the deaign of attacking the enemy on the plains of the 
Apure, and was aeeking a atrong diversión on the coasts of the Atlantic 

Let US abandon the Liberator, now that he ascends the Orinoco, to entertaÍB 
ouraelyes, aithough curaoríly, in the examination or investígatíon of the princi- 
pal pointa of the project of conatitution, which he submitted to the CongraMb 

The Liberator was a man accustomed to great and profound thooghts ; tía» 
being the origin or course of his peculiar style, of his rapid, luminoos laa- 
guage, remarkably significative. Several times, repassing with novelty and per 
fection the elementa of tho ñiture peace and well-being of the people of America, 
he had launcbed his opinión against the federal form, which he oonfeased to be, 
the mo9tperfect and capaJble of propartioning human happinem in 9ociHf ; bnt 
also, the most opposed to the interests of the newly-fledged states. Kow Aat 
Colombia commenced to bave securíty and merit respect ; now, that engaged 
incontrastably in a gigantic atruggle, the necessity of passing its frontiaa and 
to proceed further on to libérate tho people of Curco and the childrai of Afta- 
hualpa was discemed at a distance ; less did Boliyar beUeye a weak and oom- 
pHcated goyemment aoceptable, ezposed to competendea and debatea, whie^ 
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delaying the effect of the best measures, allows for the same case, the eyil to take 
tbe increment whicb is the death of justice, of convenience, or of the common 
weaL The liberatorurged greatly that the federal ferm should not be even 
tbonght of. .** Such a social form," he said, " is a regulañzed anarchy, or better 
Mdd, the law which implicitly prescribes tbe obligation of disunion and the 
rain of the State without its members. I believe that it woold be better for 
America to adopt the Koran than the goyemment of the United States, although 
it ü the beU in the vorW^ 

And this waa his inrariable opinión. " The nativos of this continent," he 
had said before, " have manifested the attempt of attaining liberal and even 
perfect institutions ; ondoubtedly carried away by tbe instinct which all men 
hftye of aspiríng to the greatest possiblc happiness, which is infallibly reached 
in dril societles when they are bascd on foundations of jostice, liberty and 
eqnality. But, shall we be able to maintatn in its true equilibrium the difficnlt 
chaige of a repablic ? Can it be conceived that a people newly redeemed can 
branch themselves into the sphere of liberty, withont that, like Icarus, their 
wings give way, and fall back into the abyss ?'' . . 

The Congress became conyinced of the necessity of a rigorous, efficacioua 
goyemment; always yigilant to evade risks, active in removing and overcom- 
ing difficoltíes, firm in unity ... he established the ** central republic." 

The coontry derived great advantage írom the system of goyemment which 
it adopted. Colombia had physical forcé ; it had a focus of direction and of 
impulse for operations and for the employ of mcasures ; and the conscience of 
ber power and resoorces created moral forcé. The irrefragable proofs, the per- 
emptory argmnents of the excellence of the unión and the strength of the sys- 
tem, we shall see ñirther on when we behold liberated an immense territory ; 
ylctoiious the Colombian flag, and respected on the seas ; Pera ñeed by our 
asdütance ; Colombia acknowledged and her institutions and laws proclaimcd 
to the world. 

Boliyar desired also something of the English constitution. (It is known he 
bad the greatest respect for the political institutions of England) ; with the 
diffierence that, in place of a king, a president, charged with cxecutive power, 
flbonld be established of popular election, and for lifetime ; he desired an 
bereditary legislative House of Representatives or Senate, which should place 
itselí^ during public tempests, between the popular wayes and the bolts of the 
goyemment ; and he desired, finally, a legislative body, of firee clection, without 
any other restrictions than the House of Commons of England. " This consti- 
tution,'* he said, ** participates of all the forma, and I wish that it did not par- 
ticípate of án the vices." 

The liberator knew thoroughiy the state of the American peuplo ; a negative 
fíate, he called it, having no example in any other civilized association ; he 
feared that those people who had lived in abstraction, and to say better, ahwni 
fnm the ühivene^ inasmuch as it related with the science of goyemment and 
tile admíniatntíon of the State ; that they had never manage<l their domestic 
aífidn, and that suddenly, by unexpected events, they had become free, and 
i c pro a cn ted on the scene of the world^ should devour each other mutually, by 
inesqierience or by the ezcess of the spirit of liberty. The federal system waa 
not proper, amongst people and representatives, for, being too perfect, and re- 
qp^ñng yirtiiea and talents much superior to those which the country had ; he 
molutély xeftued a monaichy, because nature itselí^ in America repela it, and 
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fell his attempt was limited to erade anarcby, leeking a means between the op- 
posed extremes, which woald alwajB condact to the same breákeri — misfbitiiiie 
and dishonor. To fotmd a free goyemment withont tumnltaoos excessea, and 
gtrong withont the signa of despotism, he imagined jiopnlar rcpreacntatiTCi 
and a lifelong president, and between these extremes a nentnil bodj, the heredi- 
tary Senate. ** This shall be the base of all the system,** be said ; ^ it shall 
equally serré as a counterbalonce for the goyenunrat and tiie peíale ; an istcr- 
mediate power which will weakoi the biows wbich these etemal rÍTals recipro- 
caHy aim at each other. In all stmggles, the calmneas of a third party is 
alwaya the instroment of reeonciliation ; thus, the Senate of Venezuela will be 
the shield of this delicate edifice^ and too susceptible of riolent impreasions ; 
it will be the ndnbow which shall calm the tempesta, and shall maintain har- 
mony between the members and the head of the political body." 

The Congress, notwithstanding, did not adopt this Idea, and leas that of a 
lifelong president, whose constitntional formnotwithatanding indose many and 
precióos advantages 1 The govemment is a tempestnoos gnl£ No ahip croases 
the seas with greater pcríl than the vessel of state, expoaed to the raging 
tempesta of ambition^ to the breakers of intrigue and enemiea, to the gales 
of the people . . . Skillful must the pilot be who conducta it to a barbor; 
but this skill is annulled and paralyzed, when he goyems with tbe misf<»tane 
of a near termination, in which there is not time to display yirtues ñor 
yalor, ñor to oyercome difficnlties with finnness, ñor to ostabHsh fiímly 
and securely the empire of good doctrines, usually bound by the beneyo- 
lence and loye of the magistrates who found it. The authority which 
changes, perils in its own stability ; not thus that which is preserred, 
which does not suffer indignitics, and if some love it, it is because it rewards; 
if they fear it, because it chastises ; distant írom the deceits, with whidí 
flattery gains the will of those who aspire. All in nature says to the one who 
goyems, that the hand which commands is made of clay, subject to human 
miseríes ; but if law adds to this obsenration the end ; if each hour iHiich 
passes is a spoliation of power, a diaregard for credit and moral authority, at 
last scoms obedience, disrespects £dth and religión, and forgetting all decormn, 
it enters into the dominión of succossiye changes to be soon lost in tbe absurd 
of military tyranny. 

" The supreme authority thought the liberator should be perpetual, because 
in tbe systems without hierarchy there is needed, more than in othera, a fixed 
point aroand which girate the magistrates, dtizens, and things. The Presi- 
dent of the Republtc must be like the Sun, who, firm in hia centre, giyes hfe 
to the üniverse." 

And this was his inyaríable opinión. Who can say th&t the conyictions of 
the Liberator were erroneous ? Who can reproye them ? The Congress, obey- 
ing moral influencea, the most inyinciblc of all, the general spirit of tbe natioo, 
put aside lifelong authority, and the hereditary Senate, which would ha ve had 
a taste of monarchy ; and left us popular elections applied to the ñitít na- 
tional functionary for a short space of time, which has been the main and 
immediate cause of terrible disturbanoes, which we shall never duly lament 
bolívar wished to satiate írom the beginning military ambition, etading ÜU 
erime by liberality ; he wished to compoee the hereditary Senate witíi the libera- 
toTs and chief benefactors of Venezuela, and this not only out of gratitude 
and national honor, but for " public intereat ;" but hia ideas were not imder- 
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stood. Enyy in some, ignorance in othcrs, the deceptíon of thc imaginatíon 
of all, left the project of constitutíon of the Liberator without legal anthoríty ! 
Tfaqr awaitcd to touch with the hands the evils which he foresaw and wished 
to erade, to haye their eyes opened by experíence, teachcr of the ignorant. As 
if the enrors of those who had been before, did not serve as an advice to thoee 
vrho are I The great politiciamt cali the past centuries hospitals, where science 
execatos the autopsy of the repablics which flourished, not to leavc infírm and 
without remedy, the present ones. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

\ 

BáPID TRIP OP TBB LIBBRATOK PBOM A1IG08TVEA TO TUS AmAUCA — tTITBH OV WAB ABOTT» 
ON TBB PLAIIC8 — QDB8BBAB DBL MBDIO — KBOrBCT OP AB BIPEDITlOír AOAIIIST BABOfAB — 
ARBI7AL OP COLOICBL LABA — NBWi PBOM NBW OBAJIAOA — BOUTAm ÜKDBBTAKBB «D UB- 
BRATB TH08B RBQIOIVS — OIPPICULT JODRXBT ~ COMBAT OP GAJfBEA, BOmJL AJTO TAB8AB — 
BATTLB OP BOTACi — OCCUPATIOXl OP TBB UBBBATOB AT 8AXTA WÚ — CO58I»BJKATI0«S. 

THE voyage of BolÍTar ascending the Orinoco was so rapid, that bj tbe lOtíi 
of March be was at Araguaqnen ; and soon after upon the rigfat iMnk of tte 
Aranca, ivhere he had an interview with Paez. 

This fligbt, like unto that of the eagle, that impetoona moTement whidí ig- 
ñores penis and surmuunts difficolties, was very proper to the genina of BoÜTac 
Thos did be disconcert the enemy on many occasions by the rapidity of hk 
marches, and he recovered by yelocity what he had lost by the unoeitain &fte 
of arms. 

Morillo had passed the river Apure, with 6,000 men, towards the laet daya ef 
January : an imprudent manceuyre, which should cost him deariy ; becanae if 
the patríots sbould place tbemselves on tbe defensive, leaying to work in tbeír 
favor tbe climate and tbe insupportable rigors of the desert, it was erident that 
the Spanisb army would almost all perisb. This consideration did not escape 
tbe Liberator, wbo rcmained passive, and he wrotc to Don Guillermo Wbhe 
írom Lagunn de los Laureles : ^*- Our defensive has been mortal to Morillo; be* 
cause in marches, countcr-maix^bes and partial combata, he has lost almost one- 
half of bis army. I would bave attacked bim in front and giren a general battk; 
almost sure of success ; but I have bad to repress my resolution and evade battle» 
to conform myself to tbe reiterated advices of all our Mends who do not wisk 
to see tbe fate of tbe republic depend on a general action« Beaidea, the min of 
tbe enemy is sure if we remain observing and barassíng him until the expediti<Mi 
of General Urdaneta calis their attention to tbe rear. Then, either they diride 
their forcea, or tbey lea ve one of our bodies to occupy the country they abandoa. 
We by this sball increase our forces, and tbeirs will be diminished by the inen- 
table desertion of tbeir troops and tbe acantiness of their resonicea. MoriOo 
expects no bclp from Spain, and we are not wanting in hopea from the Engtt 
for assistance. All, finally, ad vises me the conduct of Fabius, who, with mnci 
pain, I see myself forced to follow ; as, unfortunately, I am fiíir from having tbi 
character of tbat great Román general líe was prudente I am impetvmui^ 

Here is revealed tbe system of war of Bolívar in this moment : to fitígiie tiie 
enemy, to tire bim by marches ; haraas bis soldiers, already too much hanasedhj 
tbe severe climate of tbe plains, with their knapsacks, overcoata, ahakos, hcavy 
boots, etc., tbat indispensable equipment of the European 9oldUr ; to take tíicff 
íooá by driving away the cattle and buming the pastorea; to qiike tfaár 
(884) 
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gana, and keep the expeditionary columna continaally on the qui vive. And 
ihe reaalt waa yery coatly to Morillo, who loat a great many men ; who despaired 
without haring been able to fight the audacioiis republicana) as he met nothing 
elae but guerrillas (JÍU$y as they were called), who with amazing bravery har- 
aaaed him on aU ddes. 

It was about this time that the Spanish chief approached the left bank of the 
Arauca, to the positiona where the Liberator waa encamped on the right bank^ 
and the occasion when General Paez, followed by 150 htiraemen, crossed the 
riyer and adyanced in three amall columna upon the enemy. 

The manoeuTre could not have been more periloua. Morillo, without loes of 
time, moved hia forcea, diapoaing them aa if for a drawn battle. The crossing 
of the Arauca by Paez, he held as a aign that the reat of the forcea of Bolívar 
would come to engagc in a general combat ; it never entering his mind that 150 
men would defy an army of 6,000. Sceing afterwarda that Paez was retreating, 
leaving the ford of the rivcr in the rear (the Arauca is not fordable in all parts), 
he believed him irremediably loat, and then launched ngainat him all his cav* 
alry, that is to aay, about 1,000 men, and amongst them 200 ríflemen, already 
impatient to chastiae ao much daring. Full of confidence, Morillo reconmiended 
the yictory, and said to his officera, on marching away, " It is necessary to cut 
theae rebela into piecea, so that they may be punished." Paez meanwhile con- 
tinued his retreat without the least disorder. It was strategy on his part to 
attack them when the caralry should be distant from the in&ntry. In effect, as 
soon as he saw the Spanish honemen at a distance, he tumed on his heels and 
chaiged them, dividing his small forcé into seven groups ; and without giving 
the royalitits time to form and resist, he broke them at the first ímpetus, causing 
them great loss. They caused the riflemen to dísmount ; and it was to theír 
evü, because Paez fcll upon those who were dismounting with as much energy^ 
aa on the ridera, and lancing them, he drove them back and dísbonded the Span- 
ish army, who in disorder awaited night to evade theír ruin. 

A glorious pago in the military Ufe of Paez is that of the action. of Queseras 
del Medio ! The Spaníards lost ín that terrible attack more than twice the^ 
nmnber of those who defied them. The chíefs were amazed ; the troops fuU ot 
íear and wonder. Never was there seen a more unequal combat, ñor was any- 
more glorious for the arms of the republíc, because Morillo retreated precípítately 
to Achaguas, ravíng at what had happened to him at the Arauca, and acknowl* 
edging there to himself that thé valor of the '* llaneros*' was imponderable, and: 
that it was very dífficult to resist theír impulse. 

On the foUowing day the Liberator íssued a decree conceding tho Ctom of 
Liberaton to all the chie&, officera, sergeants, corporals and soldíers who fought. 
in that glorious actíon of war (8d of April). All were well deeerving ; all had' 
abown a really heroic valor. That proweas, the most extraordinary which can 
be related by the military history of natirtns, was executed with a delibérate pur^ 
po^e^ " attocking the forcos of Morillo ín front, who had not aufficicnt, as aaid' 
Bolivar, with artillery, infantry and cavalry, to defend himself from the 150 < 
héroes who accompanied the intrepid Paez." 

The Liberator not only officially celebratcd this act of extraordinary valor, but 
he álao wrote confidentíally to a friend, and said : ^* Day before yestcrday Gen- 
eral Paez had gained an admirable blow on Morillo, and which could have been 
oompletely decisive if night had not hid him ftom our lancera. We only thought 
of máking known to him the superiority of our cavalry ; and on account of thia, 
25 
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we did not take advantago of the biilliant resolt, became we weie not piepand 
for it We drove back the whole army, whea we had only thoaght of fighting 
a part of the cavalry. One handred and flíty bfayea, led by General Paes, coold 
not alone destroy an cntire anny, the Araaca bdng between oor tzoopa.^ 

The rains were beginning already to inúndate the paatares of the Apare, aad 
canalng the inaction to be painñil on tbose tpoU, Bolívar thought of mofing 
his forces against Baiinaa, taking advantage of the difficalties of MoxiUo, to 
take quiet poeseasion of the weatem portáon of Caracaa. The oyerfloiring of 
the rivera and the swamps, which were found in thoee relatirely low territoriei^ 
did nót allow military manGenyes ; but nothing obstracted the best eyolotioiíaiB 
the mountainoua ooontiy. Morillo ieened throogh his staff a bulletin (14th of 
May), in which he annoonccd the concloaion of the campaign of 1819 ; bot it 
was thcn that BOLÍVAR was about to commence it, and when the e^>editioik- 
ary chief was croasing the Apure in direction to Calabozo, sañking better qMSts 
for the quarteríng of his troops, the Liberator was moying againat Barínaa» tte 
divisions which he had at Rincon-Hondo, incorporating on the way by Mante- 
cal the cavalry brigade, under the orders of Colonel Rangel, wMch maintained 
itself vlctorious firom tlüs town to that of Nutrias, and continoing bis maidi 
towards the oíd and niined town of Setenta, in the yidnity of which he intended 
to croas the Apure. 

It sccms that the horses, lean and rendered naelesa by the enormons maidies 
which they had done in the winter, foUowed with diflknlty, and Paes suggeited 
the idea of not attacking Barínas before haying íresh hoisesu The obaerratioB 
was just, and the Liberator accepted it, sending Oenend Paes himaelf to Ooas- 
dualito to meet Colonel Nonato Peres, and communicate to him the order to 
join the army with his colurnn, bringing besidcs all the eeryiceáble hones be 
could find. 

Bolívar had his camp at the fann of CaAaf fstolo, at a ahort diatanoe from the 
sbore of the Apure. 

Awaiting the result of the commission of Paes, the Liberator reoeiyed Com- 
munications firom Santander, which were brought by* Colonel Jacinto Lara from 
Casanare. By them Bolívar was informed of the true sitoation of the piovinoei 
of New Granada, the oppressive measures of the Víceroy Samano, and the rapür 
ist chiefs ; the díscontent and even the exasperation which thcy had prodooed 
in the rainds of those peaceful inhabitants : the happy reanlts obtained by San- 
tander, who dísplayed on that occadon his moderation, his diacreet iñl bk 
paternal authoríty, the treasnre of his civil virtues. 

The plausible news brought 'by Lara fiUcd the heart of the liberator witt 
joy ; and investigating swiftly the organized forcé on which Rantandcr reÜed, 
a luminous idea, an inspiration ínflamed his spirít, and caoaed bis eyea of fire to 
shine with the plcasurc of victory. 

Did Bolívar perhaps remember his promise of Angostara: ^ Granadaniaail 
Venezuela with me marches to libérate you, as yon with me did Uberate TcB^ 
xuela. The sun shall not complete its actual period withoot beholding rñsed 
in all your terrítory the altara to liberty P* 

Did he calcúlate in an instant that it would be eaay to dooeiye Morillo, asd 
croeaing rapidly the Granadanian Andes, free thoee yirtuoua people to wfaom 
he owed in other times love and protection 9 

Who knows ? Great thoughts are bom in the heart The campaign of Kev 
«Granada was an adventure bristling with yidasitadea and paila. To maich to ¡ 

I 

I 
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Santa Fé, ezpd her tyrantB and affcerwards employ the anna, the treasnreB of 
ihat kingdom, to obtain tbe liberty of Venezuela, was a daríng parpóse, which 
offefed only rítfka and difSculties of all dassea, bnt which fimatícized the mind 
of Bolívar. 

A parenthesifl in the war of Venezuela I And this parcnthesis waa the glori- 
óos occupation of all the new kingdom of New Granada I 

Gigantic idea I The import of the battles which shosld be delivered on the 
oppoñte side of the Andes ; the occupation of that vast terrítory ; the consum- 
mation of the Granadanian independencc, and even the very drcumstance of 
tfaere being no posaible retroat through that immensity of the range of mountains 
which mount to the heayens, covered with venerable foresta and yawning preci- 
picea which stapefy the sight; all this tempted the genius of Bolívar. 

He reflected in silence, and submitted the eveots to a profound examination. 
Bnt he communicated nothing to anj one. ** I can assure you/' he wrote to 
White, ^^that the dday of the expedition (Colond English's) has caused an in- 
jory of which there is no idea, and up to now my opinión is that it would have 
bcen more useful to us not to have known anything of this Bnglish expedition, 
tfaan tbe good ita arríval can do us. All has been upset, and all has not been 
done as it coold have been done. Finolly, my dear firiend, the pretty one* do not 
alway Jnu eaeh other. I do not tell you what I am going to do, because it is not 
convecient that it should be known, and this letter may be loat THE RE- 
BÜLT 8HALL 8AY IT." 

After having maturely reflected, he convoked a oouncil of war, composed of 
tfae generáis and oflicers of the army, to whom he communicated " the idea of 
abandoning the invasión of Barinas; of entertaining Morillo, drawing his 
attention firom the movemeot, and to fall suddenly on New Granada and libérate 
ber." Although some repeat that the idea was i^plauded by all, it is not so 
ezact. Anzoategui, Ambrosio Plaza and Soublettc were among those who 
enthuaiaatícally supported him. Othera found it more difficolt than well-con- 
ceived ; more ingenious than prudent ; and although, finally, the Liberator with 
liia fiery cloqucnce removed all doubts and overcame all oontradictions, it is 
ondeniable that there were. 

The coandl ended, the Liberator charging to all the most inviolaUe reserve 
and good dispoeitíon. 

The army fell back to MantecaL 

Oñ the 25th of May, the Liberator began the movement in the diiection of 
Goaaduaüto. At this town he left 1,000 horsemen, who, under the ordera of 
Paez, were to opérate on Barinas, and execute a movement by the mountain of 
8aa Camilo, in the dlrection of Cúcuta. 

Thia operation was a ñ;int to hide firom the vigilant suspidousness of Morillo 
tfae trae plan of the republican chieft, at the same time that interrupting the 
commanicátioa between Venezuela and New Granada, it did not allow Latorre 
to penétrate into the viceroy's distríct, and left Bolívar to opérate at liberty. 

On the 4th of June the army crossed the Arauca. 

Many '* llaneros " deserted on tlüs occasion, who suspected the destination 
of tbe expedition, and did not wish to climb over the Granadanian Andes. 
There also retired the brave Colonel Iñbarren, who was one of the coandl of 
Caflafistolo, with all his squadroo, and Colonel Rangd, who was dck, with his. 

The pain which this separation caused Bolívar was somewhat soothed by 
tiie resolution of the noble Colond Rook, who, at thehead of the Britiah legión, 
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Míd to the liberator, that he wmxld follow faim furUher Üum Cape Ham ^ il 

BoÜTar joined, on the llth, at Tame, theTangnard of Santander; on the 8Mi 
he was at Pore with 2,S0O men. 

The inyasioii of the Granadanian territoiy oocopied by the loyalista waa wm 
immincnt 

In spite of the weariness of the army, which ezecnted foxoed marehea in the 
rainy season, the Liberator caoaed it to croas the range bj the wfldemeaa ai 
Piaba. 

On the d7th he was at Paya, and on the 6th of July at Bocha, a town of the 
profince of Tunja, the first met with on the oppoaite sido of the Easteni Andea. 

Proyidence had reeeryed to the incomparable genins of Bolivar to conqner 
and oyercome obetades before which any other, eyen Hannibal, woidd haré 
been teirified. What an enterpríae, fix>m Manteca! to Tonjal The aeaeoo, 
writes an ocnku* witneiB, was at that time of a seyere winter, dniing whidí the 
phdns were intransitable. From Apure to Pare there are to be crosaed immmer- 
able swift and many nayigable riycra, deep bayons, and immense swampal . . . 
The lake of ^ Cachicamo '' mnst be croased, (a lake of many leagoes in diane- 
ter, which the rains form in a great basin in the yicinity of the Aranca ;) more 
a small sea, than solid ground in the terrítory through which the army was to 
make its first marehea. The troops, afler the differcnt operationa Jhat tiwy 
had execnted in the plains, were in a state of nakedneas to the degree that it 
was rare to see a pair of breoches amongst the soldiers. Theae men, bom and 
bred in warm dimates, and dreased accordingly, were. thoae who were to crosB 
deserts and march in exceasiyely cold dimates. The ** llaneros,*^ who had neyer 
felt the impreasion of a températe climate : that child of lightand heat^ahoold 
pass the frozen teroperatore of Tnnja, naked, on foot, rednced to nolfity, be- 
canse he oould not use bis horse or his lance I And in the midat of all thii, 
who were the enemies they were going to fight ? Numerons and yeteran battal- 
ions, accHmated, clotbed, and well-disdplined, with all the resourcea in tfaeír 
power, knowing the ground, &c. If the great generáis of andent and modcn 
times had becn consulted, thdr opinión on the campaign of New Granada, 
there would not haye been onc that would belieye that with such elements and 
in such circumstances it conld be undertaken. Boliyar alone could mar^ 
with an army fix>m the centre of the plains of Yeneanda, proyidod with noth- 
ing exeepting talar and eotutaney, and triumph oyer the nature and the oppreí»* 
ors of Cundinamarca. 

He feared nothing. 

On the 25th of May he decreed at Mantecal the Uberty of the Granadaniía 
regions ; on the 4th of June, he croesed, as I haye said, the Araaca ; on Ae 
2dd he left the plains of Casanare, and began to ascend the monntain ; on tlie 
27th he was yictorious oyer the enemy at Paya, and on the 6th of July he tp- 
peared in the interior proyinoes. His presence smoothed all inconyenienoea 
caused obstacles to be surmounted, and inspired that confidenco which inftffi- 
bly precedes yictory. What ooursge 1 what magnanimous constancy I Htft 
army marched without food; slept without shelter; and the troubles of t 
rapid moyement by rugged and frightful roads had destroyed it. Boliyar had 
a soul of fire ; fintigues cannot affect him ; but the reet, did enjoy this forti- 
tude f . . . The soldiers died ftom cold on thoae ñoien and craggy aummite. 
Many undertook to retum, others fell sick and filled the hoapitala. Tlie cayahy 
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was mach diminished, imd the bodies arriyed finally at Bocha without a horse. 
The elementa of life and war were abandoned, for tbe want of males to croas 
the range, and of men to lead them. 

It was in ibis dieadfol dtoation tbat Boliyar reodered bimself snperíor to all 
the great leader» of the ancient and modem world, displaying a firmness, more 
than can be reached by human nnderstanding. All aronnd him was sorrow 
and misery ; all dejectlon and pain 1 The army secmed like a dying body ; a 
few chiefe were the only ones fit for any sernce 1 And encamped at Socha, they 
were informed tbat the Spanish (General Don José María Barreiro, a young man 
of honor, who was at the head of a moas of 5,000 warríors, at the charge of 
whom sboold expire the liberty of the conntry. 

The irresistible inflaence of Bolirar was reqoisite to keep oor troops from 
being pandyzed I 

In three dáys, the Liberator mounted the cayalry and replaced the arms ; he 
oollected cannon and re-established the army. ** The battles in which we are 
to conquer,*' he said, ^ are wanting to fill the repablic with glory." He spoke 
to the Granadanian army with great lore, animating them to the work of their 
emancipation : *' In your midst," he said to them in a beaatifhl proclamation ; 
^ in yoor midst yon have an army of friends and benefactora, and the Gk>d who 
protects afflictod hnmnnity will concede victory to the redecming arms. Do 
not fbur those who come to shed their blood to constitnte yon as a írce nation. 
The Qranadanians are innooent in the eyes of the liberating army. There are 
no other culpable to ua than the Spanish tyrants, and eren these shall períah 
only on the battle-field.'^ 

He afterwarda directed the guerrillas on the enemy ; he threatened to attack 
them in all directiona, and on the llth of July, he presented the first battle on 
the heights of Gameza. The combat lasted dght hours, with a disadvantage 
of poflition on our part ; but oor troops fought brayely, and the enemy retreated 
with considerable loss. 

And the Liberator allowed him no time to rally, as by a flank movement he 
occupied the valley of Serinza, which obliged Barreiro to abandon bis positions 
and go to cover Tunja and Santa Fé, situating himself at Molinos de Bonza, 
an advantageous position for bis infantry, and which besides he prepared for 
defence by intrenchments. 

-Bolivar set bis camp in front and proToked the enemy in a thousand man- 
nen, although all in yain, because Barreiro romained quiet. On the 25th of 
July, seeing tbat bis antagonist did not decide to come out, and fearíng tbat 
this inactíon was intentional to await reinforcements which should secure the 
yictOTy, the Liberator ordered a moyement on the left flank upon the enemy's 
rear-guard, with the yiew of attacking Barreiro in the rear, or forcé him tó 
abandon the good positions he occupied. Barreiro then moyed, and with such 
aa Ímpetus, tbat he forced us to combat in a notably disadyantageous position. 
The entile Spanish army fell upon our troops yigorously, who were crossing a 
manhy rayine named Pantanas dé Vargas, surrounded by hills, which were occu- 
pied by the Spanish general, to open on the patríots an incessant and deadly 
fire. Fierce combat, ñightful and desperate struggle, in which all fought with un- 
apeakable eflbrt ! The yictory was for a long time doubtAil. Tho bravery of 
the generáis and officers ; the calm intrepidity of the troops ; the presenco of 
Boliyar on all sidej ; bis yoice employed in encouraging the soldiers and in- 
apiring confidence; all this united, caused the republican arms to triumph 
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at Vargas. The battle lastod untíl nighi, sostained with a sapcrimnm 
tenacity and raga The Spaniards loat, between wotmded and killed, more than 
500 mcDy and left io the hands of Bolívar, víctorioos, príaooero, lanoeE^ mnaketB, 
ammunition, two flaga of the dragoona of Granada. The braye officda, Baudon 
and Cnnrajal, distinguished themaelves on that day, and the Britíah companies 
covered themaelvea with glory on thia first occaaion that they fooght under the 
oyes of the Liberator. He remained master of the proTÍnce of Tui\ia, with the 
exception of the capital ; Socorro and Pamplona were firee, and the rest of the 
coantry in insorrection. 

The Granadanian people received the liberating army with the moet extnor* 
dinary enthusiasm. 

TLe bulletin of the 6th of Angust was dictated by the Liberator to General 
Soublctte, Chief of StafE^ in the city of Tanja, which he hod oocopied by a dar- 
ing mano^avre, the garríson fidling into bis hands. 

Here the army was reinforced; and the recmits, which for anj other diief 
would not haré been of use only after many months of instmction, were serrice- 
able for the Liberator as soon as he enlisted them. 

Gameza and Bonza had been a field of glory for Bolívar; the heíghts of Var» 
gas also were, as he had dialodged the Sponiards fiom every position ; but it was 
of all importance to secure these partial tríamphs by a &ial ^orioDs exit, and 
to secare them immediately, becaose in war there is nothing more oseñd than 
to crown some saccesses by others, and to recompense the &tigae8 of theae pte- 
paratory encoanters with the finit of a dedsive and memorable action. 

Gameza, Bonza and Vargas announced the great battle of Boyaca. 

When the enemy, under favor of the night, saved himself ftom a total rain tt 
Vargas, he retreated to Paypa, Bolívar was nnable to pursae him : bat on the 
foUowing day he followod in his tracks, keeping him in sight ^ Notwithstand- 
ing thnt the enemy has rallied somo bodies of infantry after the battle of Pan- 
tano de Vargas," said the Libg^tor, ** we are almost sure of victory." 

Tliis ccrtainly was rendered moro plausible by the promises made by the Got- 
emors of Socorro and Pamplona, of sendlag withoat delay men, proviaions and 
clothincr. It should be known that from Bonza the Liberator, who administered 
on all sidcs, had appointed Colonels A. Morales and Pedro Fortool govemars 
of those two provinccs, with tbc pressing charge of calling to arms its inbabi- 
tants and to send reinforcements to the army. Notwithstanding, theae did not 
arríve so opportunely, and the vanguard having marched at dawn of the 7th, as 
the enemy was moving, the army was placed under arma. 

Barrciru, who beheld bis forces diminishing, having been already defeated on 
threo occasions, i n tended to form a junction with the troops of the Brígadie^ 
General Don Juan Samano, Viceroy, who were at Santa Fé, evading an aicoon- 
tcr with those of Bolívar. The camp of the latter was at Tunja, that ia, between 
Barreiro and Sámalo, threatening one and the othcr, and watching an oppor- 
tunity to fall upon either one. It is just to confcas that his position was not 
entirely favorable ; bccause at the same time he could be surrounded, b«ng at- 
tacked in front and rear : but that singular destiny with which the immortal 
Bolivar came into existence did not allow these common accidenta, ordinaír 
misfortuncs wbicli do nnt cali sympathy ñor ad vanee esteem. Barreiro and 
Samano did not combine any plan : and the former, at the head of 3,000 men, 
only wisbed to cíTect a junction. 

Bülivar formed liis army in tbc squarc of Tunja and awaitcd ! Bairclro sboold 



take tbe road of Stmaca or tiíat of the brídgo of Boyaca. At the decidon, tbo 
IdbeiBtor woald resolTe. It was a sabject of a few minutes. Advices wcre re> 
peatedly sent in. Ma&y weie postcd on the beigfata to obeerre and to report 
Tbe Liberator bimaelí^ unnaually anxions, and of a prodigiouB viracity on impor- 
tant occaáona, mounted and prooeeded to reconnoitre tbe trae direction of the 
enomy. He at last diaooTered it, and on tbe spot isBued tbe moet necessary orden 
to make tbe anny fly towarda tbe famons point, wbere tbe power whicb op* 
pieesed tbe Qranadanian mil sboold be destroyed. '* Eitber we forcé Baireiro to 
{xSSer battle and we crasb him to pieoes,^ aaid tbe Liberator to Anioátegui and tbe 
otber generala who were with him, ^ or we prercnt him fiom forming a jnnction 
witb Samano, and tbo demoralization of bia troops sball obliga him to surreader." 

Barreiro offered battle. 

He di^KMed of 8,000 mon; Bolirar of 3,0001 

Ansoátegni oommanded tbe centre and tbe rigbt wing ; Santander the Icíi 
wing. The forcé of tbe independents marched in line of battle. Nothing could 
be comparable, sayí the bolletin of Boyaca, to the intrepidity of Anao&tegui, to 
wbom waa resenred tbe honor of defeating the principal body of tbo enemy. 
To him was owing in a great part the victoiy. Diaciple of Boliyar, bis com- 
panion in misfortone, bis auxiliary in war, bis adorer in all parts and on all 
oocaaions, as braye in intelligence as in beart, be knew tbings in thcir place, and 
knew bow to attaín tbem. He behaved bcroicaUy at Boyaca, distingiiÍBliing bis 
ñame in sucb a ñunous action^ which sball last for centurics. The cnciny kopt 
up a intberíng fire; but Anzoátegui and bis troops, by daring manccuvrcs, and 
ezecnted with tbo severest discipline, surrounded all tbe enemy's bodies. Tbe 
oompany of mounted grenadiers (aU Spaniards) was tbe first to ñy, and íVom 
that moment all tbe efibrts of (General Barreiro to rally bis troops were fhiitloss» 
He bimself lost bis position, and even tbe facility of escaping, because a riflcman, 
Pedro Martínez, took him prísoner on tbe battle-fielri All the hontile anny 
fell into the hands of Boliyar. There were mado prisoners, besides Bar^^iro and 
bis second, Colonel Jiménez ; sílmost all the commandants and mf^ont of tho 
bodies; 1,600 soldiers and bis borses, armaments, artíllory, ammunition, Innoot, 
inilitaiy treasure, etc., fell into our hands. 

Santander, who on bis side had directed the movoments with grcnt sklll and 
firmness, marched in pursuit of some of tbo dispersed I AnzoAtogul rcmaincd 
dozing the night on tbe field of bis glory. 

T*be adyantages of tbe battle of Boyaca are incalculable. Ncyer liad tbo CV 
lombian troops triumphed more dedsiyely, and on few occasions had thcy foni^lit 
against sucb well-disciplined and well-commandod soldiors, 

Boliyar marched to Bogotá. 

On bis arriyal at the bridge of Común, be receiycd news that the Vtrrn>y, thf> 
Supremo Court, the Guard of Honor, tbe regiment of riflonioii of Ara^fiMi, iintl 
all the ciyil and military employees, had abandonod tho rnpltnl, 1ravtn;( \\ In a 
frigbtfbl anarchy. The Liberator bastencd bis march, nnd cntrmd nti ilmt tmtno 
day (lOth of Aagust),at about 5 o'clock in the cyoning, In llof^itn. HtdK >vhon 
he marched throughthe streets of the capital with 8otibh*tte, liiiimtindn Kn>lttHi, 
Justo Brioeno, and others who accomp^nied him, in nomo paHn Uto kln^ was 
cheered, and in others the independence. The patriota cotiM fif'nhM*1y iM^llt^vn 
what thoy beheld, and called Boliyar tbeir guardián angcil and I «tlionttor t \\\ 
ghed teara and embraced each otber 1 What a tencler sconn t abovn all fitr Himni 
wbo had lost on the scaffold a íather, a husband, a son or a lirotlior t 
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The Libenitor was now with them BereDty-flva dajt after hk much ftom the 
town of Mantecal, proyince of Barinaa. Boliyar enterad the capital of tlie mm 
kÍDgdom, having oyeicome unspeakable labon and difficiiltiea, and deatroyed 
an army three times greater than liis own. 

The immense territory which lies between Mantecal and Santa Pé can acarodj 
be walked over in wioter by a man íirom the 25th of May to the lOth of Angnst 
The numeróos army which cmssed it in eqoal time, fighting, oqoipping, and 
making sbort rests, coold only be moved by an extiaordinaiy actirlty bj Bou- 
TAR. It is sufficient to say that when the tyrants of Bogotá imagined oar anny 
marching to Poro, it was alraady enteiing Tin^a, haring defeated an i«iw|írai 
body. 

When Morillo in Venezuela relied on it that oor army éboold be detaiiied on 
the borden of the ríverH and there probMy all $hou¡d remaúi^ the aaid Baireiio 
was prísoner, and Samano fleeing, fiightened with a oonstemation which doei 
him little honor. 

Bolivar, present in all the points of the battle, gave the moet predae ordefB to 
bring forth the bravery of the troops, the strangth of the chiefa, and to end witfa 
brilliancy tbe work he had undertaken. He tríumphed at Boyaca, and he woold 
bave wisbed to multiply the moment to take adyantage from the yictoiy. 
From the battle-field two colnmns set oat to the north, to the Mag^dalena, to 
Antioqua, Choco and Popayan, and in a few days Uberty had raassomed her 
reign over those beaotiful proTÍnces. 

Boyaca is the brUliant crown of this campaign of flerenty-five daya, immortal 
in the annals of car histoiy. There Bolivar proved, more than in any other 
action, bis military virtnes, bis scienco of war, bis foretbooght, bis geniíiA. There 
he could write as Csesar, veni^ vidi, viei, but he expressed himaelf better, becanse 
speaking to tbe Qranadanians from the capital of Santa Fé, he said : ^ Grana- 
danians ! From tbe fields of Venezuela the cry of yoor affliction penetzated my 
ears, and I bave flown for the tbird time with the libereting army to senre yon. 
Vietory, marching before our flag^ has been faithñil to us in your coontry, 
and twice has your capital beheld us yictorious. In this, as on other occa- 
sions, I bave not come in search of power or glory. My ambition has becn to lib- 
érate you from tbe horrible tortures which your enemies forced yon to snflfer^ and 
to restitute you in your rights, so that you may instituto a goyemmeot of yonr 
election. Qranadanians I Eight of your proyinces breathe freedom. Preeerre 
nntoucbed tbls sacred good with your yirtues, with yonr patríotism and yalor.^ 

Rendering an account to the goyemment of Venezuela of the bappy tennina- 
tion of bis undertaking, he communicated to the Vice-Preádent of the Repnblic, 
and said to him : 

** HBADquARTERS OF Sakta I% Augnat 14, 1819. 

" Simón Balitar^ PresUlent of the RepuUie^ Captain- General o/ the Armits of Yak- 
eznela and New Granada^ etc., 

"To ms ExcELLBNCT THB Vics-PREsmEifT OF THB Rkpüblic : From the 
moment that I conceived the pmject of advancing my marches to the interior 
■of this kingdom, I knew that an alarming fcar should put in action all the r^ 
Bources of the Spanish authoñties. In effect, this idea, based on tbe experíence 
<¡í my observations, was moro confirmeil when in the States which were under 
the power of the Viceroy, Don Juan Samano, I found that a superior force^weU 
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otgamzed and disdplined, was tbe wall agaiiut whicb it was intended that the 
bnve liberating anny ahould perísh. 

^ I calcalated, notwithstanding, that the abundance of cvils with which these 
people had been and atill w«re afflicted, sboold have prepared their minds to 
embrace with pleasore their heroic defcndera. And in truth, scarcely had I 
giyen the first stcps on this side of the mountains which diyide the plaius firom 
the hilly country, bounding the province of Casanare, when I heard rcsound 
before me the bleasings of some men who awaited my anns with all the entha- 
ñasm of liberty, as a remedy to the calamities and misfortnnes which had car- 
ried them to the laat degree of exaaperation. 

** An experíenced chief^ at the head of an anny of fonr or flve thousand men, 
Í8 the first thing which presenta itself to me on the battle-field. The General 
Don José María Barreiro, chaiged with its direction, drains all his efibrts ; he 
mores all the springs of yalor, and he has prcsented to me actions, which were 
wantiDg to the repnblic to cover it with glory.'* 

'^The discipline of his troops, bis fine oiganization, the adyantageous posi- 
tions he occnpied, and the abnndance of resources he had opportunely propor- 
tíoned for himself, caosed me to believe that this enterprise was only proper to 
the intrepidity and brayery of the repnblican anns. 

^ The battle of Boyaca, the most complete victory which I have just obtained, 
has decided the fate of these inhabitants ; and after haying dcstroycd eren in 
ita elementa the army of the King, I have flown to this capital, through the 
midst of the mnltitnde of men, who emalonsly poured on us expressions of the 
most tender gratitude, and throwing themseives amidst the dispersed bodies of 
the enemy, they disregarded their own dctenceless state, to co-operate activcly 
to the extermination of these, taking their arms and makfng a great namber of 
prisoners. The details of this tríumph T. E. will find consigned in the printed 
copies which I remit inclosed." 

^ My sensibility was not a little touched at my arríyal at this capital of New 
Granada, where there can still be seen signs of the depredatíons and cruel ty of 
the proselytes of the Peninsula.*^ 

** The. Viceroy Samano along with all the employees, the greatcr part of the 
Spaniards, and therest of the forces which remained,left precipiiately, fugitire, 
at the first news they had of the last yictory, and before my arrival at this 
capital, I caosed some divisions to march to the sonth and west of it, which 
are the roates that they have taken, with the founded hopes of capturing them, 
and a nomerous emigration." 

^ In spite the universal devastation which this kingdom has snffercd, the 
repnblic can rely on one million of doUnrs in specie^ besides the large sums which 
the property of the enemy and diecontented fugitives éhall produce. 

^ I labor actiyely in the organization of the interior economy, and the happy 
diapoeitions of these people, wherc there is scarcely to be found an enemy, 
canse me to foresee that the power of the tyrants wiU be reduced to nothing.'' 

^ Bcceiye, T. E., and aU the repnblic, my sincere felicitations and the candid 
Totcs of the illu$triou$ Oranadanian people^ who only aspire to a common 
happiness with the Yenezuelan ; deigning equally to present the victoríes of 
the arms of my command to the Snprcme Congress, as a tribute of my duty. 

'* God keep T. £. many yeara. Bolívar.'' 

Torrente finds the origin of the victories of Bolívar in Boyaca ; victories 
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which elerated hlm to the sorfiíce of the glory of the mott dietíngnished wav- 
riore of the world, Dot in valor (of coone this wai nndonbted) ; iior in tfae 
rapidity of his moYementa, ñor in thu skill of his plan of attack, ñor in the 
conatancy with whicb be oyercame all the obetaclea of natore. This was of no 
Talae in the leamed and impartial appreciation of that levere historian ; bnt 
the discontent of the people, fomented by the aappreüion of the moa/o/tm^ 
thos callad, for haying been created by the Yiceroy Montalro. ^ It waa then 
on accoant of thia,*' he saya, ^ the moat íayorable moment that the Caraqneman 
leader (the seditioos Boliyar) should deriye the adyantagea proper of that cñti- 
cal sitaation." 

It oQght to excite shame to haye to write hiatory in aoch a manner t 

When the yictories of the antagonist can be diaownad they are abaolotdy 
denied ; when they are diatingaiahed, gloriooa and dednye, they are attiibnfeed 
. . to any accident; for example,to the Montalyine money! Has any ene 
aeen, since war bcgan in the world, the miradea of yalor, the most eplendid 
yictories explained, by the moat tiifling and incoherent caoaea ? It could only 
haye occorred to the hUtorian Torrente to giye na tha orígin of the inunoitai 
achieyementa of BoUyar in anch extrayagant aonioea, in f<»eign dementa, abaod 
and yalaelesa, in things like the Montalyine monej. 

What nonaense I 

And thas does he pretend to be an historian ! 

Lees distant fix>m the pomáble order of thinga (althongh in our case fiur from 
the path of truth) is that which (General Barreiro wrote to the Viceroy Samaiin, 
giying him an accoant of the battle of Yargaa, as he aaid : ^ 1 haye remaiked 
that Bolívar, little satísfied of the good-will of his troops, always selects pnai- 
tions without oatlüt, 00 that desperatíon may produce the effects of braveiy." 
This was error, but not nonsense. He was deceived or he deceivcd the viceroy 
npon the effect of those who obeyed Bolívar, and accompanied him through so 
many sufierings and miseríee, ñx>m Venezuela ; but he at least coníéssed that 
our soldiers fought like deeperadocs, and that our positions had been disadvss- 
tageous, which doubles, undoubtedly, and givcs more lustre to the victoiy. 

Bolívar, conqucror, did not lose an instant in securing the benefits of the 
victory obtaíned. He waa not carríed away by glory, he wae not pcrturbed hy 
joy ; Qor was he distracted from hia deep thoughts by so many and rích tro- 
phies, but he immediately sent columna to Popayan to oppose Latorre; he 
levíed forcea as if by enchantment, and marched them to Pamplona, wbeie 
Soublette commanded a bríllíant división ; he organized, armed, diadplined 
and clothed new battalions which he had recruited ; he sent to Onayana laigf 
aums of money, to alleviate the necessítíes of the patriota, who were then 
struggling for independence ; and in the midst of aU this he attended to the 
organízation of the dvil govemment, and the administratíon of the libenled 
oountry ; he abolí ahod the onerous taxes ; he encouraged mining industiy ; he 
cancded the hateful law of confiscatíon ; he suppreaaed useleas offices, and he 
worked by his modcration, his benovolenoe, and his spirit of nprightncfis, tiie 
chain for the compliance of all the wills. The same who in the aeverest coa- 
flícts, on crossing the Andes, aided with hia own hands to cany the artilleiy. 
encouraging the soldier, and in^iríng in him ideas of glory ; the fanatidsBi of 
liberty, the enthosíasm of great acts ; the same one who conquured at Baña 
and VargHS with indomitable courage, counterbalancing the disadvantages of 
number and posítíon with the advantage of skill and the efforta of succes» is 
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aow alflO the one who gorema; the <me who regulatoB; the one who raifles the 
mindB from the defectí<« in which they were plimged, by wiae and proper 
measureB ; ibe one who i^pliee himaelf to the peaceful arta with veneration to 
Jostioe, with reUgiona respect to truth, with aeal for the common weal, with 
k>Te to virtae ; crowning flnallj hia great work with talenta and aublime per- 
fiBCtions, ornamenta of hia fertile mind, which sprung forth for the applauae 
and admiration of all, and ranarkably for the happineaa of the people. 

The decree on pablic inatmction ia fiímoua amongst all, whose conaiderationa 
xereal the intímate conTictíona of the Liberator on the neoeaaity of the difiuaion 
of healthful knowledge in the republic, for ita preaervation and progresa : " aa 
edncatíon and pablic inatructíon are the aafeat principie of general happineaa, 
and the moat aolid foundatíon of the liberty of the people ; and conaideiing 
that in New Granada there exista a multítude of unfortunate children, who, by 
the immolation of their yirtuona íathera on the altara of the coontry by Bpaniah 
cnielty, have no other asylom ñor hope for thdr aubaistence and edncatíon 
than the republic" .... '* I decree," &c. 

So much waa the good receiyed by the people of Gondinamarca írom the 
Liberator, doríng the few daya of hia residence at Santa Fé, that the civil 
gofremment, and the tribnnab of juatíce, munidpality, commonitíca, prieata, 
and the moat diatingaiahed peraona, joined in a great aaaembly, aolemnly de- 
dared, aa a yote emanating from the moat juat gratítade, that the Preai- 
dent and Commander-in-chief of the armiea of the republic, Simón Bolívar, 
waa the Liberator of New Granada ; they decreed him a trinmphal entry, and 
a crown of laorela, with other honora, iUl dne to hia eminent aervicea.* 

* The aaaembly dedared thoae who compoeed aaid armiea " liberatora of New 
€(ranada," conceded them a croea of honor called from Boyaca ; it decreed to Gene- 
ral Bolívar a aolemn triomph and a crown of laorela, which ahoold be preeented 
to him in the ñame of the dty by a commiaalon of yoong ladiea. It also decreed 
that there ahoold be placed onder the canopy of the capital honae a painting, 
emblematic of LSberty, austained by the arm of Bolívar, and on ita aldea the ímagea 
of Generala Anaoateguí, Santander and Boablette ; that of a pillar ahould be raised 
at the entry of San Victorino, on whoae npper part ahonld be inacribed the ñame 
of the Liberator, and immediatdy foUowing, thoae of all the bravea who tríamph. 
ed at Boyaca ; fínally that the 7th of Angoat of each year ahonld be celebrated aa 
the annivexaary of that fuñona victory. 

The tríamph waa realiied on the 8th c^ September, Bolívar entering by the 
Stieet of Nievea, from the oonvent of San Diego, to the cathedral onder tríomphal 
archea, and throogh the midat of a great concoorae who manifeated the greateet 
joy and the moat profoond gratítade to the íllaatriooa warrior who had líberated 
them. The Generala Anaoategoí and Santander accompanied the Láberator. After 
the termínation of the trinmphal procession, the three generala were in a pavilion 
erected on the great aqoare, where a yoong latly, whoae father had been aacrifíced 
by the Spadarda, placed on the head of Bolívar a crown of laorels. At the aame 
time ahe addreaaed him expresdona dictated by the enthoaiasm of gratítode; 
theae caoaed the teara of joy to flow from the eyes of many of tbo spectatora, on 
aeeing themaelvea breathing the aweet aír of liberty. Another yoong lady placed 
on the breaat of the oonqoeror the croas of Boyaca, and two others did tlie aame 
with Generala Anzoategoi and Santander, General Sooblette not receiving the 
eroaa, bdng abeent. That day ondoobtedly waa aa honorable aa it waa pleasing to 
Bolívar and hia illoatriona companiona-in-arma. (See Reatropo, Hiat. of Colombia.) 
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le Libenitor also eBiáblisbed a proTinonal goreniiiient for the Hbcnted 
nadanUn proyincea, charging tbe General Francúoo de Paula Santander tiw 
saperior command, with the title of *' Yice-Preaident of New Qnnada ;** be 
propoeed an ezcbange of prísoaen to the Yiceroy Samano ^ to ftee Genenl 
Barreiro and all bis officers and soldiere,*' and proTÍding largely for tbe defenoe 
of tbe proyinces wbicb be bad jnst libcrated, be marched, on tbe 20th of Sep- 
tember, for the anny of tbe North, canjing witb \fim considerable f<Hce& He 
risited Tni^a, Socorro and Pamplona. His marcb was trinmpbal. There was 
no testimonj of gratitade, of loye and of confidence, wbkb tbe Granadaman 
people did not lavisb on bim. "Bolirar/* writes a contemporazy wríter; 
*' Bolirar enjojed at tbat epocb tbe glory, poreet to a sensible beart : tkat V 
$eeing himself the óbject of ths bUsiingt of $o manf tkautand* of mtn wKom A# 
had draien from the tno»t feroeiou» dateryV 

Before leaying tbe pen^ let my readera aUow me to make to tliem a brief 
obseiration. 

It was not bidden to Macbiayelli and Montesqniea tbat tbere baye been prínes 
able to deliyer a l^ttle ; but in all times, tbej saj, few baye been tbose wbo 
baye known to cany on a campaign, to draw adyantage from Foitone and baye 
constancj to await ber. If tbese wríters bad wrítten in oor dajrs, they woold 
baye undonbtedly paid a tribute to jostice, inclnding Boliyar with tbeee few. 

Nothing makes more striking tbe snperíority of oor bero than the oompari- 
son of the campaign wbicb gaye Morillo tbe dominión of New Granada, with 
tbat by wbicb be restituted tbose people in tbeir rights^ 

Mucb has the activity of General Morillo been boasted oí^ wbicb bis íbitteren 
named protligiouñ^ and which was no more than a common actiyity. The repnb- 
lic bad scarcely any forces in 1816, wben an irresistible mass of disciplined troops, 
inurcd to war and well proyided witbal, attacked it in fiye directions. 

The republic saccumbed. 

Aíler the surrender of Cartagena, some ordinary eyents of war followed whidí 
led the Spanish General to tbe palace of Santa Fé. 

He remained there doring six months. 

To tbe long time of his peaceful domination was owing tbe cieation of laige 
forces and the election of measores to secare tbe conquest 

AJl tbis enters in the common sphere ; tbat is, men can do it, eyen the most 
ynlgar. 

BoLiyAR with only one jirmy in one direction, stmggling witb aU imag^ble 
difficulties, fighting against natore and at tbe same time against strong and 
innumerable enemies, in forty days liberated as many proyinces as Morillo sob- 
jogated in 1816. 

The last shot was fired on the bridge of Boyaca, and all the Spanish troops 
disseminated ñt>m Cucuta to Popayan were takcn prisonen or disappeaicd 
The defence of New Granada was undertaken at the same time tbat numeróos 
bodies were marching against Venezuela, and in forty days duríng which tbe 
Liberator remained at Santa Fé, be did more than Morillo would baye done in 
forty ycars. 

The general wbo without resonrces and iu stupendous contradictions cansed 
Venezuela to resurrect ; he wbo did not dcapair in adyersity ; tbe one who labored 
with superhuman perseyerance to inscribe on the list of nations the greater ptit 
of the sccond-half of the American continent ; the actiye, indeíatigable man, the 
column of libcrty, tbe fiiend of talent, distinguisber of merít, Boljtab wss tbe 
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instrament which ProTÍdence iised in its admirable eods to establish amongst 
Ufl, as he himaelf said, the empire o/reasan and nature. 

Morillo enterad Santa Fé and drowned it in blood. It could be said that hia 
heart required the frightful ecene of the Bcaffold, and he was prodigal with it to 
recréate himsell Boliyab did nothing elne bat heal the wounda of the war and 
Bhed on all ridea the balsam of conaolation. ** I asaiated throaghout the cam- 
paign of New Granada,*' writes a Granadanian who waa on the staff of the Lib- 
erator; ''I hayo been in all the battlea; I haye seen manj Spanish officers and 
soldiers taken prisonera ; and neyer haye I heard a aentence of death pasa the 
lipa of the Liberator. Yeiy wicked and much peryerted mnat be the man who 
by hÍ8 orders ia execnted.* 

'* SofBcientlj pablic were the deatha which the Spaniarda ordered of peaceM 
and diatingoished persona ; innumerable widows and orphans prosented them- 
aelyes to oor eyea, exdting oor yengeance by their presence and tears ; the limbe 
of onr coantr3rmen hung on posts on the pablic roada críed for the death of 
their ezecutionera; the epistolaiy correapondence which only breathed blood 
and horrora, waa the procesa againat its criminal aathora. Nothing changed the 
heart of BoLiyAB. In yain did the army doim the execution of the officera 
taken prísoners ; in yain waa he p'ersuaded of the justice and eyident utílity of 
retaliation. The Liberator ordered that all ahould be treated with decomm ; 
and as soon aa there was an opportanity he proposed an exchange." 

*^ And what did not BoLiyAR do at his entry in Santa Fé ? He opened his 
anns and receiyed in them all classes of peraons ; he did not inquire into the 
former behayior of any one ; he found out those who emigrated to giye the^ 
a safe passport without distinction. What more could hamanity ezpect ? 
this proceeding is not worthy of praise and admiration, may the history of the 
generosity of Titus be blotted ont. 

'' The yictory of Boyaca put os in possession of an immense territory ; bat the 
beneficial condact of Boliyar, yictorioos, gaye the possession of many heart8.f * 

* Amongst the prísoners taken at Boyaca, the Liberator saw one whose phyal- 
ognomy ^as not onknown to him. He fixed it an Instant» and lemembered in 
efiect that it was that same Fernandez Yinonl, who, in 1812, had made the reyola- 
tion in the fort of Puerto Cabello. On the spot he oidered him to he hung. Bare 
chance, and eyident proof of the best memoiy I 

f See pamphlet publiahed at Bogotá in 1827, entitled, " General Boliyar in the 
Oampaign of 1819 ;" narration written by a Granadanian. 



CHAPTEB XXX. 

BirDiATORS or MAXT To ATntMvru To nmiRLTM TBi raooaBT ov TKM UMMAtQm^mrwm 

IK BBLATION WITB TBI BATTLB OF BOTACA ~ TOTAOB OF TBB UBBBATOB TO TBKBCBLA 
^ OCCÜRRBNCB8 IN OUTAKA — DBATB OP AXSOATBOCI — BXBCOTIOH OF BABBBIBO ABD OTBB 
OrriCtBS — BOLITAB IN TBB CONOBBn OF ABOOtTÜBA — IBTBBTIBW WITB HOITTIIXA -> CBB- 
ATIOB OF COLOBBIA. 

AFTER the yictoiies of Boyaca, and wben were known the TmTBniwB adm- 
tages that were deiired fiom that caiqpaign, íbrever fiunom, many haré 
pretended to haye been the autbors of the happy idea that Botírar adminbly 
execated. 

To all we wiU answer with some yery opportaoe worda of BaraH : " The in- 
aensate endeavor to attribute to themaelves strange glories has canaed aoine men 
to saj DOW that they had soggested the idea of this operation to the Libentor; 
ñKBÍn that at Casanare he wished a chaDgc of plan, and to them waa owing 
that the primitive should be foUowed. All miaeries of vanity, dcrired in a 
grcat part from the skill with which that remarkable man canaed his agenta to 
opérate, persuading them that they executed their own ideas when only they 
were move<l by those which he inspired to theuL" 

It Í8 a certain fiíct that Bolívar díd not disdain fiom honoring his compan- 
iona, aiid to conler and consult always with them : taking pleaaure in hearing 
all, and the discossion and advice of the most expeiienced and wiae. It U also 
evident that if another and not he had been the author of the projedíof libff- 
ating Kew Granada, he would have candidly acknowledgcd it ; becanae he ig* 
nored enyy, and because besides, he felt in himself that, in that grand enterpríae 
of American independence, he was the mainspring which marked the time to 
the movement of the wheela, depending upon him the integrity, the perfection 
and the hcn>ic comp!ctíon of the suhject. 

Let my readers allow me tf) retum now for a moment to the 7th of Augnst, to 
rcciiU dctails which should not he forgotten, as they are related with the erent 
which we duly admired in the forcgoing chapter. 

If surprísing was the movement of Bolívar from Mantecal to Boyaca, it wu 
thought impoasible that he should triumph over snperior and well-discipUned 
troopa. Barreiro, communicating to the Viceroy Samano the fiercc combat of 
tbe heights of Vargas, deccived him, because he reported himself victorious, and 
ended bis lettcr by saying : " I am reconnoiteríng the field and collecting anas 
hy Utadit, With this, Samano awaited from one moment to the other the plausi- 
ble news of the destruction of the insurge nt handiU of Veneguela, and the capture 
of Bolivar. Whilst at dinncr with his courtiers and officera, and boasting higUy 
of the confidcncs he had in the army of Barreiro, he rose to reccive aome ladies, 
when suddenly appeared at 7 o*clock of the night of the 8th of Aogust, the offi- 
(S98) 
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cer Don Manuel Martines de Aparicio, with fatal news of the defeat of Boyaca 
and the captare of Bamiio, Jiménez and tbirty-nine officera more. Aparicio^ 
fall of fear, replied to the inquines made to him, ** All íb loat, Bolívar la ap- 
proaching.'* 

What was the presumptuoua j&tuity of Samano and the constemation and 
confusión into which he afterwards fell, are revealed by these words of Torrente : 
^ ScüTCely had the Viceroy roceiTed the first news of this fatal day, his mind 
became in such manner troubled that he waa unable to take any measure. AU 
hu fúTmer boaitti ípere e&ntertéd into ttupor ! His oíd courage deserted him, and 
he only thought of saying himself by ffight firom that peni I^' 

Tbis is ordinarily the end of absurd boasts I Samano fled, without stopping, to 
Hond|, and there he embarked for Cartagena. On the fourth day afit^r the aban« 
donment of the capital, he was already at Nare (fífty leagues from Banta Fé), 
fix>m whence he wrote to the Captain-Genend of Quito, Don Melchor Aymerích, 
depictíng in his manner the catastrophe 1 *' The distance firom the theatre of 
the war had not yet quieted his agitated mind,** saya Torrente. 

Calzada, who had remained at Bogotá after the dq>arture of the Viceroy, re* 
treated by the road of Quito with fbur hundred men, of the regiment of Aragón, 
led by Don Basilio Qarcia, after having set fire to the powder magazine situated 
on the margin of the Fucha, and corresponded to the generoaities of the Liberar 
tor, proclaíming anew the war to thé kni/é, and carrying it out with the greatest 
sercrity and cruelty. With the black flag hoisted, the Commandant Don Miguel 
Rodríguez marched out at the head of the column which set out firom Popa3ran 
to the Cauca. Calzada followed on by Pasto, carrying along with him a great 
number.of nativcs whom he put to death little by little. On the plain of Aragua- 
Blanca he shot two and gave a wrítten order for the ezecution of the fatigued. 
At Timbio he murdered a boy of fifteen years of age, named Trujillo, and at 
Popayan he publicly whipped and flayed alive a young lady, thu Señorita Gue- 
vara, daughter of the Sefior Camilo Guevara, because she said that she was a 
patríot and loved the liberty of htsr country. The father, a venerable oíd man, 
who implored pity for his daughter, who was an ángel, he throw in a dungeon 
in irons, and afterwards brought him as a criminal to Pasto. The war to the 
knife was being executed without compasdon. Men of leaming and of the 
gpreatefet respect, as the Sefiors Hurtado and Rodayega, of more than sixty years, 
were forced to serve as soldiers because they gave no money ; othera, like the 
Seflor Cristóbal Mosquera, condemned to dio for the same cause ; the Presbyter 
Figneroa tbrown into prison and carried under anest to Patia, in the midst of 
the most cruel tortures, and why ? Because he had said that Bolívar had de- 
feated the royalists. 

Thus was the unlimited magnanímity of the liberator repaid I 

As to the exchange of prisoners, which Bolívar made to Samano, in favor of 
General Barreiro and his officers, it remained without efiect 

Samano did not even out of courtesy answer the communication. 

On Mí)nday, the 20th of September, at a quarter past aix in the moming, the 
Liberator set out firom Bogotá on his retum to Venezuela. A large concourse 
of people voluntaríly assembled to see him depart A respectful silence maní- 
fested the feeling by which were possessed all the Granadanians of the capitaL 
There was scarcely an individual who did not ahed tears on seeing Bolívar ten- 
derly embracing those whom he found slaves and whom he left in posseesion of 
liberty. 
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The Libentor charged Santander greaüy to the TÍgilance, the respect of tha 
rights, " because jostíce,*' he said to him, ^ is the foimdation of the repnblia" 

Ou the foUowing daj Santander isaned a beautünl prodamation addreeeed to 
the Granadanians, in which was read : '* Forty days, an army of brayes, and a 
chief accnstomed to conqner, to oyercome obetaclea and to break the chaina of 
enálayed people ; in all thia yon haye befoie yon that which haa been employed 
for yoor good. Qranadanians I Remember foreyer that yoor regencration in 
1819 ÍB the work of the immortal Boliyab.'* 

On the 26th of September the Liberator waa at Puerto ReaL On the 27th he 
"Wñs on the road of Yelcz to Socorro. He reoeiyed on all aidea demonstratioiii 
of coDtent and gratitude. ** Bnt the greatcat reward that I haye receiyed, and 
the moBt gratefol to my heart," he wrote to Santander, ^ are the tears n^p^^ed 
with transporte of juy with which I haye becn bached, and the embraces ¿y 
ídhieh I llave seen myulf eacpomd to he euffoeated hy the multitUide.^ 

Before the Liberator arriyee at Angoetora and relates there to bis frienda and 
companions-in-arma hia yictories and brilliant glories, let na see the aitoatíoo 
of affairs in that portion of the territory which was to compose Colombia. 

Morillo had remained at Calabozo during the marches of the Liberator. On 
the firat days of Angust he came to Valencia, and later on, to Caracas. He 
waa thcrc informed of the battle of Bayaca, and he immediately e»tabliahed 
his headquartcrs at Tinaco, from whence he moyed to Barquiaimeto. Wish- 
ing to diminish the fatal impresdon of the loes of the vice-royaldom, he 
q>oke greatly of the forcee of Calzada, of the yictories of Canterac at Lima, 
and aboye all, of a g^reat expedition which was preparing at Cádiz, under the 
orders of Qcncral O'Donnell, ichich wa$ to complete the dettruetion of aü the 
imurgente. 

These were his wishes I 

At Guayana, affidrs proceeded in another manner. 

During the absencu of the Liberator at Bogotá, the executiye power should 
be ezerdsed by Zea, who, as it is known, had the títle of Yice-Presidcnt of the 
republic. Of an incomparable wisdom ; possessing a wonderfal fluency of 
elocation, feelings of genoine patriotism, a good heart and a great passion for 
liberty, Zea was of middling character, and knew, bat by defínition, the forti- 
tude of mind. He was accused by many of neglect and weakneas ; by othos 
the singular dcfect of being civil ; and the greater part of the chic& were irri- 
tated under the command of a man, who, ignoring the uso of the lance and 
sword, could not look the enemy in the face, This was the consecrated phrase. 

As if reason was not as great to judge as courage to fight I 

The disgust increased daily, and it arriyed to the extreme of inroading and 
haying popularíty in the Congress I . . . 

From Zea it passed to Boliyar, because the displeasures were taking tbe 
symptoms of ambition. There were many who in priyate and public mor- 
mured against the Liberator, and eyen in Congress, yehement discoorses were 
heard against the conduct of the illustrious chief Ñor was there wantiag 
those who proposed that he should be judged as a deeerter; for haying undcr- 
taken the campaign of New Granada without the consent and prerious sa- 
thorization of the Congress of Angostura ; a propoeition which was abandoned, 
but which was receiyed with the applause which base intrigue had pieparod 
beforehand. 

The rebcllious inyented, to gain proselytes, that the Spaniarda were maich- 
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ing against Angostura ; thmt the people were declaríng for the king, tired of 
íke things of the Congreu^ and finally that the Liberator had been defeated, 
and was a prísoncr, and on the point of being hong at Santa Fé. The least 
exaggerated representad him as fleeing, alono, on foot, rctuming with a thou- 
aand inoonyeniences which at the end, thej said, he could not oyercome. 

An was a machine of plots and flctions, inyented bj the discontented, and 
to which Zea gaye occasion, by his weakness on one side, by inappropriate or 
nnskUlfiil measures on another. And much has to be giyen to the particular 
ocmdition of those times, in which the disorder of extreme passions was some- 
timea mized with patriotísm, and insolence with liberty. 

Boliyar had ezacted from Arísmendi a contingent of 500 Margaritans. The 
ialand only afforded sailors ; and Arism'^.ndi, who felt the rísk of ezecnting a 
íbrced enlistment, frankly informcd Urdaneta of it. This one was commis- 
ñoned by the goycmment to command that forcé. Zea, who was informed of 
the snbject (the Liberator being now absent), ordered that the 500 men re- 
quired should, without any excuse, be taken. There was resistance, and also 
mntíny and riots, which were attríbnted to Generáis Gómez and Arísmendi 
The formcr disculpated himself ; but the second, accused by twenty-eight 
officers, was thrown into príson, as the promoter of the disorders and for disre- 
spect to the authoríties. 

Arísmendi was then sent under arrest to Angostura. 

This act, rendered seríous by the powerful influence of the man on whom it 
was exccuted, with a legal character, a true yiolence, could not do less than 
produce fatal resulta. Zea, aa Vice-President, not only imprisoned the Libera- 
tor of Margaríta, but he also highly disgusted another of the most important 
chieÍB of that epoch, General Santiago Maríno. Whilst defeating the enemy at 
Cantura, he was depríyed of the command of the army of the East, under pre- 
text of being called to occupy his place in the Congress. Such a misjudged 
proceeding caused the fruits of the yictory to be lost, and its consequcnce, the 
military combination. Marífio went to Angostura, and he immediately became 
the focus of a poweríul opposition, which was manifested, as I haye airead)^ 
aaid, in the Congress itselí^ with an immoderate warmth. 

The extreme indulgence, or better said, the unpardonable apathy of Zea» 
gaye place to other excesses. The friends and foUowers of Marífio and Aris- 
mondi exaggerating the dangers of the country, headed by the deputy Domingo. 
Alzuru, petitioned that a müitary Vice-President should be elected; .they 
formed charges against General Boliyar, and a member of Congress went so fiur 
as to say : ** The so-reported defeat of General Boliyar (he no longer gaye him 
the title of Liberator), certain or not certain, let us accustom ourselyes to do- 
without liim and remain no longer under his guardianship." 

When the pen of the historian enters into the painful task of wríting dia- 
orders and ingratitudes, the immoderate precipitation of ambition, excesses, ta 
say the least, of corrupted hearts, it refuses, it proceeda with fatigue. With 
what embarrassment and labor do I not wríte such scenes as the preeent I 

Ali, if well considered, was nothing else than folly and yiolent looseness. To 
do without Boliyar I Boliyar was the Republic. On aocount of him did it 
exist. The focus and fountain of all the thoughts which were directed to the 
emancipation of Venezuela and of America in general, nothing fruitful and 
beneficial could be done without him, becauae he was the intelligence and' 
power of the reyolution ; great and stroog by the preatigea of yictory and by 
26 
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trophies more precióos than eyen tríamplí, of the liberal iiutüiitioiis wbicb be 
had procured to establish. Poet and command were aonght by all ; he only 
desired the struggle to free his coimtry. Defeated, in spite of his prodigieB of 
yalor, he never despaired ; and Tictoríoiis, in the first transporta of TÍctofj, 
when all is ingenuity and the soal senda forth the sublime expreasion of good 
faith^ ^^lask you nothing ehe,^^ he said to his feQow-citizens, ^than tkai yMf 
preserve intact the doered depoeit of liberty, Irenounee thé authority y<m Knt 
conferred upen me ; elect a new magUtrate and forgtt im«." The Libentor ^d 
not merít, thcn, the offences cast on him abondantly by his opponents; and 
those who longed to reach the elevated seat of supieme aiith(mfy, shonld haTe» 
in respect to themselTes, nerer blackened the lofty Tirtaes of their Láberator 
and Father I 

There was a party in Congrees which sostained Alzara in his weaknesa; "a 
tyrant this which gives way to crime and destroys lirtue ;^ and althoogfa he 
was ably and fírmly oppoeed by the Licenciado Diego Bautista Urbasefa, who 
ñilfiUed the duties of Secretary of the Interior, and temporarUy that war, he 
sacceeded m spite of it to advance towards his end. An anned band sorrooaded 
the verandahs and galleríes of the Congress and threatened to act Tiolently. 
The shouts and excesseswere suffered every moment Dovbn teith the Tiu- 
Presiden t ! was the shout which all repeatcd. 

Let US excuse the resignation made by Zea of his title and high dignity be- 
fore that degenerate Congress, which had forgot all, miiwing in modoration, ind 
to its propcr and natural respect (14th of September). 

On the same day, the Congress appointed, to succeed Sr. Zea, the Qenerd4n- 
chief Juan Bautista Arismendi, who was conducted in tríamph fíx>m the prísoii 
to the palace of the Congress, by the Colonels Julián Montes de Oca, Francisco 
Sánchez and other chieís. The soldieis, guardians of the prísonera, were changed 
into tho guurd of honor of the magistrate. 

Arismendi took the oath as Yice-President of the republic, charged with the 
ezecutive power ; cntering into his poet on the samo night of the 14th, and hii 
first act was to ñame Marífio chicf of the army of the East. 

Marino immediately departed, proud of his appointment, to relieTe Genentli 
XJrdaneta and Bermudez from the command of their respectire divisions. 

Zea, " the Demosthenes, the wise man of the Congress '' as he was called by 
I>on Solazar, retired modestly to occupy hia seat in the assembly, amongst the 
same persons who elected him Yice-President, and who aíterwards élected 
Arismendi, convinced of his unpopularity or inconycniencc. 

Rcason b paralyzed, and the mind plungcd in sorrowñil reflections, by 
the remembrance of what took place in the Congress of Angostura ! . . . 
To be ruled by vain fcars and childbh reasons to place Arismendi befoe Zet 
in the govemment of the republic ! Was it an action at random, and in 
which forcé should be more necessary than sdence ? The wise better than tbi 
strong ? And to adminístrate, is not the educated man better than the ignorant f 
Better the one who conquers hímself than the oue who conquers (dties f Hm 
adyices of Ulyases were of more advantage to Agamemnon, Ktng of the Qreda, 
at thesiege of Troy, than the strength of AchiUes; and the pradent opinión of 
Cato was of much valué to Rome during the A£r¡can war, even añer his dccth. 
Bepublics are not lost for want of daring leadeis,'partial to war and commaMii 
bat íor the want of advice and mature reflection ; for want of knowledge in 
govemment, where more durable and distingaished thinga are done than lyy ttie 
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actíons and thunder of war. A fatal example was then giyen for the futore, 
puttíng aside wisdom and lofty genias, and agreeing to the pre-eminence of 
the sword and ambition. 

And so natural became the propenaity to absordity^and injnstice, after that 
deplorable contagions example of depravatíon, that eyen the Sr. Urbaneja had 
no dcniples to authorize by his signaiore the decree, which Arísmendi issued on 
the 2l8t of September, declaríng "that all the hides, whoeyer should be theu* 
owners, were the property of the State without any exception ; and of which 
he only could dispof«e ;^* a yiolent and most unjnst measure in its words and in'' 
the acception it inade of the contribators, it being so, that the dntíes of sua- 
taining the State are mutual 

For the rest, Arísmendi goyemed with skill and uprightnesa. I cannot enter 
into the detailed czaminAtion of the measure he dictated in beneflt of the war 
against Spain ; but it will be sufficient for me to say that the under secretaries 
of Arísmendi were the same as under Boliyar and Zea. Somo days after his 
installmcnt in the seat of executiye power, he proceeded to Maturin to organizo 
with his usual actiyity the operations of the campaign, and it aeems incrediblc 
what could be obtained by the determination and firmness of that man. 

The joy of the rebela of Angostura was somewhat dampened by the offícial 
report that came ailerwards of the yictory of Boyaca, and by the fear which 
they conceiyed at the prompt retum of the Liberator. 

Roscio, President of the Congress, replied satisfactorily to the note of Gene- 
ral Boliyar, yictorioua, and the goyemment and the authoríties congratulated 
• each other mutually for the brilliant successes obtained oyer the royalists in 
New Granada. 

Three serious accidenta came to surprise and torture the mind of the Libera- 
tf>r wliilst on his way to Venezuela. The first was the eyents of Angostura 
and the deposition of Zea : an occurrrence which contrarled his great yiews of 
the unión of Venezuela and New Granada, forming one yast and powerful re* 
public. 

The second was the unexpected death of General Anzoategui, the hero who 
displayed so much brayery at Boyaca, and all that can be done by art and 
discipline. Who would haye said to the country on that day, that aoon ahe 
was to wear moiurning for the youth who cpmposed her pleaauros ? 

The premature death of the intrepid Anzoategui left a yacuum which was 
diíñcult to replace. At the salt-mines of Chita the Liberator receiyed the fatal 
news (lOth of Noyember), and he manifested the g^reatest feeling, " hecauée it i» 
dijfficulfj*^ he exclaimed, " to replace worthily a chief like Anzoategui.^ 

The third displeasure, finally, waa the news of the shootíng of General Bar- 
reiro and thirty-eight of his officers who were guarded at Santa Fé as prísoners 
of war. The execution was carríed out on the moming of the Itth of October, 
at the same time with that of a Spanish citizen, who before the tribunals broke 
out in indiscreet expressions against the goyemment of the republic. It was 
all urdered by the Vice-President of the republic of Cundinamarca, General 
Santander. A noisy eyent, which the Liberator deeply felt, and which he 
bitterly censured, because it gaye un cyii idea of ua to the nations of the world, 
whose opinión began to be íayorable I 

Baralt, who wrote under well-known influences hostíle to Santander, and who 
beeides did not like him, called it an aet of uselest ernelty^ und by it, highly crimi- 
nal the execution of Banelio and hiacompaiiions. Restrepo justified it Santan- 
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der bixnself pablisbed a maniPeBto, making known the motiyes whidí detemuned 
bim to Bucb a TÍolent proceeding. It is reqnisite, to decide jusUy in thia case, to 
Imow tbe state of the country at the time, and tbe threats of leaction, the in- 
trígaes of Barreiro and bis companions, tbe exaltation of tbe paaaioiía, eta . . . 

Reyolations bave terrible exigencies wbich tbe nile of dicamstances depicts 
as jast. Barreiro bad jnst shot tbirty-foor patriot priaonen, taken in the battle 
of Gkimeza ; be ebot tbem witbout right, and in yiolation of all human con- 
sideration ; tbe greater part of tbem were soldiera and snbaltem offioen of 
Santander, young men of education, for wbose Ufe imploied a worthj príert 
wbom Barreiro looked npon witb scom, proudly replying : ^ I condemn them 
to be shot, as I will condemn Bolívar if be sbonld faU into my handa.^ . . . 

Fate wisbed tbe opposite I 

It was be wbo fell into tbe banda of Boliyar, wbo bebared bimaelf witb 00 
mach generosity, and we already Imow bow tbe goodneaB of the Liberator 
corresponded I . . . 

Epocb of blood and tears I 

As Boon as tbe Liberator bad knowlcdge of the eyents of AngORtora, he 
hastened bis march to YenezneU. On tbe 2Mí of Noyember he left Salina de 
Chita ; be croesed tbe monntains, stopped at Casanare and entered into tbe 
Apure. Tbere be reyiewed tbe army of Paez and departed for Angostun, 
wbere be arriyed on tbe moming of tbe lltb of December. 

At tbe moment that the arriyal of the Liberator was known, tbe people ran 
entbusiastically to the port, and carried bim in tríumpb to the bouae of the 
Commandant-General, Colonel Frandsco Conde. Arismendi was then at Xa- 
turin, wbere be bad gone for the purpose of reorganizing tbe army of the East 
and to increase it ; and be retumed a few days after tbe arriyal of the Libera- 
tor I 

Bolivar behavcd witb tbe greatest ciicumspection and mildnesa, not showing 
bimself offended by tbe baseness and perfidy of bis foUowers, neither address- 
ing any reproach to Arismendi , to bis firiends, ñor to tbose of Marífio. He 
spoke privately to Zea, and manifested to aU generosity and confidence. He 
only resenred bis just angcr for some particular íriends wbo owed so much to 
bis Hberality and cbaracter. Montes de Oca and Sánchez bore bis acom, and 
tbis last died from the sorrow produ^ed by tbe reproaches of the Liberator. 

Qoidqaid delirant Reges, plecianctar Achiri. 

(HoaAT.) 

It Í9 always tbe smallest who pays I . . . 

Arismendi retiurned to Angostura, and únmediately sent in bia reaignation to 
the Congress. Tbe words wbich are conceiyed in that document do bim great 
honor. Tbe abnegation, modesty and unreliance wbich be manifesté in it al- 
tbongb tbe usual styles of such papera, were not on tbis occasion fidae protests 
because it can be said that firom that moment he put in practice tbe deóre ez- 
pressed in bis resignation, " to remain rednced to tbe class of a simple dtizen, 
to dedícate bimself to other obligations no less sacred and prccious to his 
heart" Congress answered bim in a very honorable note (December 17th). It 
informed bim, that it acknowledgcd tbe zeal, actiyity and disinteiestedness 
displayed in tbe performance of such bigb ñmctions; that tbe fruit of bis 
watcbfulness corresponded to the confidence deposited in bim, and that the 
reeignatioa was inadmimbkj as bigb temporary fhnctionariea should be named, 
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according to the new ñindamental law whicb fonnod the repnblic of Colombia. 
ThÍB is the trae conclasioii of the drama whicb I haré just relamed, and not the 
mistaken one whicb is printed as bistorj. 

On the same daj of bis aniral at Angostura, Bandt affirms that Boliyar ap- 
peared in the Hall of the CongrtBA, Thir is antme. On the lltb be did not 
leave the boose, receiying there the complimcnts of bis frlends ; the 12tb be 
passed in seclosion, if not írom sickness, at least soffering tíie fatigues of con- 
tinued trayel ; the 18tb, in virtue of an ofllcial notice, firom the Minister of the 
Interior to the Secretary of the Congress, announdng that the Liberator, Presi- 
dent of the Repnblic, would proceed pertonally to present to tbe National As- 
aembly the homage of the yictoríes obtained under bis command in New Gra- 
nada and tbe unanimous wish of thoee puople for tbeir political reunión witb 
that of Venezuela, an extraordinary session was appointed at 12 o'clock of the 
following daj ; and as there were no ceremonies propared for the reccption of 
tbe Liberator, the Congress busied itself on tbe moming of the 14tb in consid- 
ering what should be obeenred in such an act 

At midday of tbe 14th the Congress was full, and tbe President at that time, 
Sefior 2<ea, appointed a committee whicb, preceded by a military baud, should 
proceed to congratúlate His Excellency and acoompany him to tbe Hall of the 
Beedons. 

Three cannon announced tbe march of Boliyar fírom bis bouse, and on enter- 
ing the square beforo tbe Congress, be was saluted witb twenty-one rounds. 

The Congress in a body went out to receire him outside tbe railing, and the 
President, by a singular demonstration, ceded him tbe chief seat, and said to 
bim : " Tour Excellency has the floor. Congress awaits and desires to bear you." 

Boliyar made a profound bow to tbe Assembly and said : 

" On entering this august place, my first feeUng is that of gratitude for tbe 
infinite honor whicb Congress has tbought proper to confer on me, allowing me 
to retum to occupy this cbair, whicb scarcely a year ago I ceded to the I^esi- 
dent of the Representatiyes of tho people. 

'* Wben, undeseryedly and against my strongest feelings, I was inyested with 
tbe ezecutiye power at the beginning of this year, I represented to tbe soyereign 
body that my profession, my cbaractor and my talents, were incompatible with 
tbe functíons of tbe magistrato ; tbus, separated from tbese dutiea, I left tbdr 
performance to the Vice-President, and only took upon myself tbe charge of 
directíng the war. I afterwarda marcbed to tbe Army of the West, at wbose 
bead was General Morillo, witb superior foroes. Notbing would 6aye been more 
adyentured than to oflfer batüe in circumstances in whicb the capital of Caracas 
should be occupied by the expeditionary troops recently aniyed firom Europe, 
and in the moment wbeh we awaited freáh reinforoements. General Morillo, at 
tbe approach of winter, abandoned tbe plains of Apure, and I judged that the 
liberty of New Granada would produce more adyantages to tbe republic, than 
tbe completion of that of Venezuela. 

^' It would be lengtby to detall to tbe Congress tbe efforts made by tbe troope 
of tbe liberating army to sucoeed in the propoeed undertaking. The winter on 
tbe inundated plains, tbe frozen summits of the Andes, the sndden cbange of 
climate, a warlike army, tbríce our superior, and in possossion of the best mili- 
tary localities of South America, and many otber obstacles we bad to surmount 
at Paya, Ghuneza, Vargas, Boyaca and Popayan, to libérate in leas than tbisee 
months twelye proyinoea of New Granada. 
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^ I recotnmend to the national Borereignty the mcrit of these great Bcnicos os 
ihe part of my intiepid companions-in-arms, who witb an unexampled con- 
stancy underwcnt mortal prÍTations and with an uneqmüed T«Ior in the amiak 
of Venezuela, conquered and captored the army of the king. 

^' But it 18 not only to the liberating army that we owe the adrantagea io- 
qnired. The people of New Granada bave ahown thcmaelrea worthy of bemg 
free. Their cfficadons co-operation repaired oár loases and increased oor forcea 
The delirium produced by an nnbridled pasaion is leas ardent than that íát hj 
New Granada on recovering her freedom. 

*^ This generons people have offered all their properties and their üt» oo tks 
altars of the country. Offcríngs of mnch more merit as they offered aponta- 
neoualy I Ye», the nnanimons reeolutíon of dying fiee and of not liring as slarei 
has given to New Granada a claim to our admiration and reapect. Her desue 
for the unión of her proTinces to the provinces of Venezudla is alao nnanimoo» 
The Granadanians are intímately convinced of the immenae advantage which 
results to one and the other people by the creation of a new repnblic, oomposed 
of these two nations. The reunión of New Granada and VeneEnela, the only 
object which I haye entertained since my flrst battle ; it is the Tote of the dtí- 
cens of botli countries, and it is the gnarantee of the liberty of South America. 

'^ Lcgislatcrs I the moment of giving a fíxed and «ttemal base to our repubüe 
has arrívcd. 

** The decreeing of this great social act belongs to yoor wisdom, and to estab- 
lish the principies upon which will be fonnded this yast republic, 

" Proclaim it to the face of the world, and my servioes will be amply re- 
warded." 

Tbc Liberator thos placed at the feet of the National Representation the 
laurels witb which he had been crowned by Tictory, and he presented to it the 
chaina of two millions of men broken by his sword. Brilliimt and memorable 
dayl 

The solemn homage of hcroism in the midst of the acdamations of numerons 
people redeemed from tyranny by dint of prodigies, was an oniqae spectacle, snb> 
lime, fascinating. 

As a reward for his labora, the Liberator soUcited the creation of Colombia. 
"Proclaim her to the face of the world," he said, "and my serviccs will be 
amply rewarded." 

When the Liberator prononnced this sentence, the Señor Zea stood np, fnll 
of inspiration and patriotism, and said : 

" Imagination, sirs, does not rcach that which the Hbbo of Venezuela has 
done since he left this august Congresa installed, and the yast perspectiye ci 
what he cannot now do less thun execute, stupefies. The undertaking alone of 
Crossing the Andes with an army fatigued by so long and painful a campaign ; 
this daring undertaking, during the rigor of the rainy season and harricanes, 
where iinpetuous torrents precipítate thcmselyes from all sides; when rivera are 
convcrtcíl into seas ; when valleya disappear under yast lakes, and a step cannot be 
given witliout peril, without horror, always yacillating between the waters of the 
earth and thosc poured by the heavcns ; this undertaking alone appeared as ex- 
traordinanr, tbat the enemy Iwlievcd it to be a military dtlirium, Thus it is thit, 
filled with a ])anic terror, at the sud<ien :ipparitíon of our troops upon the in- 
hospitable hcights of Paya, they abandon a formidable position in which a 
handful of men could haye detained immense forcea. Natnre being conqnrvd, 
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what oppositioQ does not still present an annj three times more nomerons, well 
proyided, posted on that frontíer and alwa3rB fighting in ad^antageons poeitionfl : 
Gameza, Vargas, Bonza, Boyaca, under the orders of a general as able as he was 
experienced ? But all cedes to the rapid and terrible Ímpetus of the soldiers of 
the independence ; scarcely can victory keep up with the victor, and in lesa than 
three months the principal and main portion of New Granada has been freed 
by these same troops, whose complete destractbn was held by the Viceroy of 
Santa Fé as sure and ineyitable. 

*^ And what man sensible to the sablime and great ; what conntry capable of 
appreciating lofty ñames, will not pay to the ñame of Boltvab the tribute of 
enthusiasm due to so mnch audacity and to anch snperiiuman prodigies ? To 
haré carríed the lightning of the arms and the rengeance of Venezuela, from 
the shores of the Atlantic to thosc of the Pacific : to have hoisted the standard 
of liberty upon the Andes of the East and West: to haye snatched away twelye 
proyinces írom the iTiquiiitian and tyranny: to haye caused to re-echo from the 
buming plains of Casanare to the frozen summits of the mountains of Ecuador 
in an extensión of forty thousand square leagues, the heroic cry of LIBERTT or 
DEATH, which each time the people repeat with fresh energy and more intrepid 
resolution : so many prodigios worked out for the weal of the world interested 
in the independence of America; will they not be admired? And the genius 
to which they are due, ti-íU he not obtain the reward it expects ? What I shall 
he not attain the unión of the peoples whom he has freed and is still freeing ? 
The importance in politics is proportioned to the maHses as attraction in natnre. 
If Quito, Santa Fé and Venezuela are joined in one solé republic, who can calen- 
late the power and prosperíty corresponding to such an immense mass ? May 
Hcaven bless this unión, whose consolidation is the object of all my yigilance 
and the most ardent desire of my heart" ' 

The Liberator rcplied to the discourse of Zea, attríbuting the glory of the re- 
demption of Kew Granada to the yalor and intrepidity of the troops: to the 
sublime enthusiasm of the people, and to the ábility and heroism of the chiefs ; 
amongst whom he distinguished the English Colonel Roek, and the General of 
diyision, Amoategui^ tributing to their memory the most brilliant and endearing 
eulogies. lie also made an honorable and respectuous commemoration of the 
distinguished patríotísm of the secular and regular clergy of New Granada, 
highly conyinccd that the independence of America would eztend the empire 
of religión, and would giye it new brilliance and splendor. 

Whcn the Liberator ended, the deputy Alzum asked to be heard . . . 

What a labyrínth woyen with errors and deceptions, of wiles and centradle- 
tions, is man I 

As I have not copied other discourses of Alzuru against the Liberator, neither 
will I copy this one, which endod thua: ''^LegislatorsI be assured, that for 
much that we may do to manifest our gratitude to ourfriend and fellow-citizen, 
Bimon Bolívar, never will we be able to lüward competently a hero who has 
given US country. Ufe and liberty." 

Bolívar answered him with polite expreflaions, in a brief oration, ftill of deli- 
cacy and of elevated circumspection. 

Continuing the session, the Sr. Zea charged the members of the special com- 
mittee, appointed to take Information in the important matter of the unión of 
the two people of New Granada and Venezuela, to basten their labors to take 
them afterwards into consideration. 
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Boliyar then rose, and bowing to the Congren, rotired, receÍTing on hÍB n- 
tum to hi8 dwelling the same honon as on bis ooming. The ooncoone of 
íbreignerB and persona of distinctíon was extraordinary, and almost all iba 
Oongress in a body accompanied the Liberator. At the dwelling there were 
new discoorses ; and Boliyar, who was nnfailing in worda, a fertile improTÍBor; 
aablime, incomparable ; with bis fiery style, he fiudnated them. 

A littíe afterwardfl the military body in full nniform presented itaelf to con- 
gratulate the President. 

This ceremoníoos and regolated form gaye place to an erent as unezpected 
as it was pleasing. 

The Colonel Mariano MontiUa, of whom we haye beard notbing ñnoe the 
Cajos, where he showed bimself so contrary to the Liberator, had letunied 
from bis yoluntary ezile to Margarita, and joined the diyision which Urdaneta 
was organizing, in quality of Chíef of Stafi^ in which rank he was confiímed 
by the Liberator with the promotion to a ñill and actiye Colonelcy. Montilla 
afterwards carne to Angostura to take a secret part in the occnpatioas of the 
Cbngress, bis brother, the Brigadier-General Tomas Montilla, being representa- 
tire for Cumana, haying reclaimed bis co-operation. Amongst tbose periloas 
noyelties of which we haye heretofore spoken ; in the midst of so mucb comip- 
tion and such sordid intrigues, Montilla behayed bimself with patríotism and 
moderation, blotting out the idea that between him and the Liberator there 
existed any personal enmity. He was still at Angostura on the lltb of Decem- 
ber, when Boliyar rctumed firom New Granada with the immortal design of 
oonstituting Colombia ; and he went amongst the officers, who in a body con- 
gratulated bim on the 14th, añer the memorable session of Congrcss, witboiit 
allowing any insinuation on bis part, guarding the laws of decorum and dignitj. 
The Liberator remarked Montilla, whom he had not seen for some time, alyrays 
graceful and sympathetic ; and as one so accustomed to feel and understand 
delicate actions, bom from duty and politeness, he appreciatcd that act of bis 
former friend and companion, separated for a time, perhaps against bis own 
will, by opinions, in past subjects and times. On the departure of the militaiy 
body, BoUyar urged Montilla to remain one moment more. Scarcely alone, the 
Liberator, dropping all offidal etiqnette, expressed to his friend bis feelings 
with demonstrations of the most cordial and positiye confídence. MontiUa, 
ñill of satisfaction, corresponded . . . and in a long and warm embrace, a 
fiiendahip puré and ferrent, was there renewed that fiiendship from infancy, 
ccmented by family bonds, by political opinions, by sacrífíces and bopes. 
** Neyer had the yoice of Boliyar more power," referred Montilla, '^ than in that 
moment of our intenriew : he was irresistible, and be bimself cauaing to shed 
sweet tears, also shed them.*' 

There, the hands still clasped, Boliyar, wbose yiyadty was superior to all 
ponderatioQ, spokc to Montilla of going to free Cartagena, where Samano wae, 
and where the Spaniüh troops had concentrated. ^* Munificent was the Libers- 
tor on thb occasion,*' says the biographer of Montilla, ^* manifesting frx>m that 
moment, of what fecling is capable in the heart of a hero.'' He invested bis 
friend with ampie powers (order of the 14th of Deoember, 1819), be placed 
undcr his orders the Irísh Legión, which the General D'Eyereux had brought 
from Margarita, and ordered that the employees and chiefs to whom Montilla 
should address bimself, should obey his orders as emanated from bis propw 
authority. "For the rest," he addcd with serenity, " I will caoae to march 
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into the interior, tow&rds the Magdalena, forcea which will opérate in combina- 
tion, and thej aasiat in a great deal tbe important mission with which you are 
charged to go.** 

Diiring the following days the Liberator occapied himself in raiious acta of 
mere administration, the Congrega ezamined maturely, and on three occasions 
the reasons of the report of the coniniitteo and the project of kw which created 
Colombia, and on the moming of the 17th, it nnanimoosíy approred it, ad- 
joaming to sign the law in eztraordinary seasion on the same day. 

The hour having arriyed, the President opencd the session, congratulating 
the Congress for that great act of wisdom which woold render its memory eter- 
nal as wa.s immense the State whose basb he had jnst placed. He himself rcad 
the law, kissed it, and signing it, gave thanks to the Almighty. The depntiea 
following, signed it, and standing np, Sr. Zea said, in a load yoice : '' The 
Republic of Colombia is constitutcd,'* which acclamation was repeated by the 
Congrress and the nnmerous concourse present at the session. 

Aflerwards the election of the President of Colombia was proceeded with* 
and General Simón Bolívar was unanimously elected. 

None could doubt this election, and notwithstanding it was received with 
enthnsiasnL 

Por Vice-President the citizen Francisco Antonio Zea was elected by fourteen 
votes, for one obtained by General Rafael Urdaneta ; another, the Don José 
Manuel Restrepo ; and another, the General of División, Francisco de Paula San- 
tander. 

For the Yico-Presidency of Cundinamarca, (General Santander was elected, 
and for that of Venezuela, the Don Juan Germán Roacio. 

As for Quito, that in that capital would be elected when the liberating arma 
sbould enter. 

A commission, prusided by the Ldo. Ramón Garcia Cádiz, was charged with 
presenting the Liberator the fundamental law, and to announce to him the elec- 
tion of his person for the fírst magistracy of Colombia. The committee fulfilled 
its charge and informed the President Liberator had received the law with the 
greatest satisfaction ; that he discoursed lengthily and eloquently upon its 
transcendental importance, and that desirous of contributing to the good of 
Colombia, he accepted with pleasure the presidcncy of the republic. 

A new and olear light dawned on the hemisphere of Colombus after so much 
darlmess. . . 

Dolce color d'oríental xafBro 



Agli occbi miei riccomiocio diletto 
ToKto ch*io usci faor dell'Aora morU 
Che m'area contrisUti gli occbi e*l petto. 



It was Colombia who, beautiful and powerful, took her place amongst the 
nations of the world, and with a flrm band she hoisted her standard ! . . . Be- 
liind were left ten ycars of calamities, blood, horrors and death ; behind was 
leíl the rciucmbrancc of the oppression, and even the 5th of July, 1811, appear- 
ed remóte I ... So many and such great things fillcd the space which separated 
the days of the independence and Boyaca I The country tom asunder by the 
tyrants. draincd by sufferíngs, it resurrected under the triumphs of Bolívar. 

Colombia 1 . . . that great republic which the Liberator had prophesied, 
since 1815, at Jamaica, showed herself to the world, and her announcement made 
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more echo than that wbich could be made by fhe diaooTery of a great planet 
in the celestial sphere. That oct of policy which united so inany people in one 
Bole nationality, was realized in thc Tast foresta of the Orinoco. And ten yean 
of battles and blood were consecrated ; ten yean of rictoríes, abn^^on and 
▼irtues; ten years of magnanimoaa eacríficea, of fnclemencies, of teara, of 
brílliant annals, of immense disastere, of greatnoia. of celestial hopea . . 
Oolambia appeorcd with one of the most beautiñü histories which can posaibly 
be offered to civilization ; prcsentíng to Europe her independence, her friend- 
ship, her military power, her numerouA portd on the two seas by which she is 
bnthed ; her balsama, her perfumea, gams, the most brílliant dyee, the most 
nseful and most yaluable fruits ; her metala and precióos stones, her topaies 
and rubíes, her pearls ; her birda so Taríous and gorgeously plumed, from the 
cóndor, who frequents the summits of the Chimborazo to the briUiant colibrí 
of gold and emerald ; her cochineal . . . and a generation of héroes who 
throw into obliyion thoee of Carthagc and Pharsalia, those of Marathón, Sala* 
manca and Plataea ! . . . Colombia, the child of Boliyar, seated opon that por- 
tion of the globc most bountifully and magnifkxntly endowed by Heayco. 
OTerflowing with fertilc sap of prosperíty and dyilization, attracted the sight 
of all people from the moment that she appeared in the Amerícan constellaticm. 

Vision of glory I 

Behind the prodigies of Boyaca she was installed in the chonis of the 
great nations of the earth, and having one solé thought : " The repnblican law ;" 
one solé lore : '* Liberty,^' one solé íather, one solé genios : *' Boliyar,^ who 
íilled a world with his benefits, and both with his ñame. 



END OF YOLUMB FIB8T. 



1í 



WILL 



CHiUlQfD 



AN ovtnoui 



m THIS lOOlC It 



MOT mtuhmb» to thí umary om 

OH MTOM THi LAiT DATl tTAlPtO 

MLOW. iK>#Miiccirr or ovnouc 
Moncn Dois mot wxamr thí 

•OflIlOWeil FHOil OVEMDUf FUS. 




